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The meoting was called Lo ordey at 3,30 p.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
The agenda wag sdopted.

THE SITUATION IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
LETTER DATED § OCTOBER 1992 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES OF EGYPT, THE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, PAKISTAN, SAUDI ARABIA, SENEGAL AND TURKEY
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S5/24620)
LETTER DATED 4 NOVEMBER 13792 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL (S/24761)
LETTER DATED 9 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF BELGIUM
TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(§/24785)
LETTER DATED 9 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE
TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(5/24786)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): In accordance with the
decisions taken at previous meetings on this item, I invite the representative
of Bosnia and Herzegovina tu take a place at the Council table; I invite the
representatives of Afghanistan, Albania, Azerbaijan, Canada, the Comoros,
Croatia, Egypt, German,, Greece, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Italy, Jordan, Kuwait, Lithuania, Malaysia, Malta, Norway, Pakistan, Qatar,
Romania, Senegal, Slovenia, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Arab
Emirates to take the places reserved for them at the side of the Council
Chamber: 1 invite the representative of Palestine to take the place reserved
for him at the side of the Council Chamber.

At the invitation of the Pregident, Mr. Migic (Bognia and Herzegovina)

toak a nlaca at tha Council table: Mr. Ghafoorzai (Afahanistan). Mr. Shlkurti

(Albania), Mr, Hassanov (Azerbaijan), Mrs. Fréchette (Canada), Mr. Moumin
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to inform

members of the Council that I have received letters from the representatives
of Algeria and Bangladesh in which they request to be invited to participate
in the discussion of the item on che Council‘'s agenda. In accordance with the
usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite those
representatives to participate in the discussion, without the right to vote,
in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the
Council's provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the Pregident, Mr, Hadid (Algeria) and

Mr, 1. Chowdhury (Bengladesh) took the places regerved for them at the gide of
h nei h
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council

will now resume its consideration of the item on the agenda.
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Mr. GHAREKHAN (India): Let me first of all associate my delegation
with those that have complimented you, Mr. President, on your assumption of
the presidency for this month. We look forward to working under your
leadership and we are confident that, with your vast experience and with your
tremendous skills, the Council will achieve very substantial results luring
this month,

Let me also pay a very well-deserved tribute to Ambassador Mérimée, who
presided over the Council with such distinction last month.

The tragedy that has befallen the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina so
soon after its emergence as an independent State Member of the United Nations
and the intolerable suffering to which its people are being subjected have
shocked the conscience of the entire world. The images of this grotesque
dance of death being played out in the cities, villages and detention centres
in the countryside have beea brought by the international media into our own
living-rooms, touching each and every one of us. The State of Bosnia and
Herzegovina itself is threatened with disappearance. My delegation therefore
welcomes this debate in the Security Council.

For too long the international community coacentrated on the military,
peace- keeping aspect, ignoring the political, peacemaking aspects of the
crisis. Cease-fires were repeatedly negotiated only to collapse before the
ink had even dried. Humanitarian conditions worsened while the parties
resorted to such abominable practices as "ethnic cleansing” in their attempts
to jockey for the political and military high ground.

My delegation had pointed out on numerous occasions that determined
efforts towards a political settlement were the key to a solution, though they

must nevertheless go hand in hand with peace-keeping efforts. Only the
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(Mc. Gharekhan. India)
confidence of the parties, based on a political settlement, would serve to
undezrpin any mutually agreed cease-fire. India therefore welcomed the
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia in London last August. A
fow of the comprehensive set of decisions, agreed to by all participants,
which emerged from the Conference have been implemented so far, backed by
Security Council decisions. Others are under active study in negotiations
between the parties and the Steering Committee and its Working Groups in
Geneva.

We should like to pay a high tribute to Secretary Vance and Lord Owen,
Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee, and to the Chairmen of the Working
Groups, for their immense efforts to find a solution to the situation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

On the political side, my delegation has been impressed by the very
considerable work that has been done on coanstitutional arrangements fnr Bosnia
and Herzegovina. As I have said earlier, in these lies the key to a
resolution of the tragic situation.

My delegation is of th2 opinion that any attempt to impose constitutional
arrangements from outside would be a racipe for future disacxter. But the
parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina have ‘eposed their faith in the
International Conference, and the international community has cffered its hand
to help them in working out their own constitutional arrangements.

My delegation was encoiraged to hear from Lord Owen, in his statement to
the Council on 13 November, that all the parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina
have agreed to use the draf: outline constitution as a basis for negotiatirg a
political gettlement, that counter-propnsals are being made and that

negotiations are continuing. It is against this background that my delegation
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can go along with operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution before us,
which urges the parties to continue negotiations under the auspices of the
Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee and on the basis of the draft outline.

On the military side, the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) has
repeatedly been burdened with increased mandates, so much so that it has
become, since the adoption of resolution 786 (1992), the largest United
Nations peace-keeping operation ever. It continues to operate not only in
Croatia but also in Bosnia, under traditional rules of peace-keeping -~ that

is, with the consent and cooperation of all parties.
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It has operated under heavy odds, often in dangerous situatiomns, and has
suffered tragic casualties. Its mendate, in part, has included political
negotiations. This has been the case in Croatia aud also in Bosnia, where
very commendable negotiations have been carried out for the reopening of the
Sarajevo airport in the past and, more, recently, in the context of the Mixed
Military Working Group. This Group, at the level of military commanucrs,
reached an understanding for a cease-fire in Bosnia only a few days ago. It
is our fervent nope that this can be consolidated and built upon. My
delegation would like to pay a sincere tribute to General Nambiar, the overall
commander of UNPROFOR, and his staff for their efforts, their determination
and their courage in this difficult and dangerous task.

One concern that my delegation has expressed on several occasions has
been that the Security Council and the United Natioas as a whole should retain
full authority and responsibility over the execution of actions authorized by
the Council. My delegation worked with the sponsors in the present instance
to provide for effective coordination, through the Secretary-General, of the
actions that Member States may take for the inspection and verification of
shipping in the Adriatic and on the Danube, under paragraphs 12 and 13 of the
draft resolution. The cooperation of the sponsors in amending paragraph 14 of
the drafv resolution to this effect has met our concern to a considerable
extent and will make it possible for us to support the draft resolution.

While on the subject of the draft resolution, let me state that my
delegation has no reservation with respect to paragraphs 9 and 10 dealing with
some specific commodities. As my delegation understands the matter, the
intention and the effect underlying thesge provisions is to further tighten the

existing regime of sanctiors to plug loopholes for their evasion. Resolution



§/PV.3137
7

(Mx. Gharekhan, India)
757 (1992) has already established a comprehensive sanctions regime against
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - Serbia and Montenegro.

The humanitarian situation in Bosnia is, to say the least, disastrous.
Unfortunately, the vulnerability of the civilian population has often been
exploited by all sides as a weapon of war. As the draft resolution before us
points out, the provision of humanitarian assistance in Bosnia and Herzegovina
has become an important element in the Council's effort to restore peace and
security in the region.

We heard from Mrs. Ogata last Friday about the efforts being exerted by
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Bosnia, despite
growing obstacles and obstructions. As Mrs. Ogata pointed out, major routes
used by UNHCR convoys cross front lines that are constantly shifting, and
there are worrying signs that humanitarian aid is being targeted by all
parties, each for its own different reasons. My delegation would like to
record its particular appreciation for the work being done against such
difficult odds by UNHCR, as well as by the Ianternational Committee of the Red
Cross. UNPROFOR has also been involved in humanitarian work, notably for the
protection of humanitarian convoys across Bosnia, 1Its full deployment and its
cooperation with UNHCR are important elements in this task.

The Council heard a statem:nt from Mr. Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur
for Yugoslavia appointed by the Commission on Human Rights on the violations
of international humanitarian law in the former Yugoslavia, including Bosnia.

It is my delegation’'s position, which it has expressed in the past, that the

artiva pomnetoncag of the mainr argane of tha Vnieed Natinneg ghould he
strictly respected. Human rights reports of this nature should rightly be

presented to and examined ty the competent organ, 1ln this case the Commission

on Human Rights and the Gereral Assembly.
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Yet, we have noted that the enabling resolution appointing the Special
Rapporteur specifically included reporting to the Security Council., Furtler,
ghe Bosnian situation is unprecedented in its multidimensionality. It has
become well-nigh impossible to separate the political, military and
humanitarian aspects of the crisis. Thus, while we must take into
consideration these gross violations of international humanitarian law in the
findings and decisions of the Council, where they directly impinge on the
political-military situation, as the Council has done in resolutions
771 (1992) and 780 (1992), we must not lose track of the fact that the organms
competent to act on the Special Rapporteur's recommendations remain the
General Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights.

The parties in Bosnia must not lose faith that the internetional
community is determined to work towards a just and fair solution. Some of the
most distinguished and eminent personalities are devoting themselves to this
end within the framework of the International Conference. This Council is
ready to work in consonance with them to give its authority and weight to
their decisions. Indeed, the United Nations is an equal participant in the
International Conference. The parties must not forget that Bosnia is their
land. It belongs to all of them, and in the final analysis it is they who
have to find a solution acceptable to all of them.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of India for his kind words addressed to me.

I shall now make a statement in my capacity as representative of Hungary.

before the assault launched against Bosnia and Herzegovina and the siege of
Sarajevo, had drawn the Council's attention to the potential dangers inherent

in the situation in that Reoublic, not only for the region, but also for
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international peace and security. We also stressed at that time the need to
take adequate preventive measures to prevent the extension of the conflict
already raging in other parts of the defunct Federation to Bosnia and
Herzegovina and other regions of the former Yugoslavia. We had stressed the
increased role that the United Nations should play there and the importance of
deploying observers of the world Organization in Bosnia and Herzegovina and
elsewhere. We put forth these ideas as a country which, by virtue of its
~eographical proximity and for historical and economic reasons, has been and
remains one of the most affacted by the crisis in what was once Yugoslavia.

Hungary, well aware of the ethnocentric nationalist motivations that
played an important role in the outbreak of the crisis in the former
Yugoslavia in 1991, was not taken wholly by surprise by the repetition of this
aggression, mutatis mutandisz, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, nor by the
re-enactment of a familiar scenario that was well tested during the early
phases of the coanflict. Our public opinion was none the less greatly shocked
by the events that later took place in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The massacres,
the spectacle of hundreds of thousands of refugees obliged to quit their
homes, the pictures of concentration camps with detainees behind barked wire,
and the deliberate acts of 3lestruction reminded us of the darkest pages of
contemporary European history. 2and yet, in 1945, after the end of the Second
World War, the peoples of the United Nations expressed their resolve to save
succeeding generaticns from the scourge of war and undertook to do their
utmost to ensure that such horrors were never repeated. Thus, it is a tragic
which, after the collapse of the Berlin Wall and the adoption of the Charter

of Paris, had finally succeaded in transcending the divisions of four decades
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and had decided to opt for the path leading to the establishment of a free,
united and democratic Eurvopean contineat.

The crisis in the former Yugoslavia, and particularly the situaticn in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, continue seriously to imperil international peace and
security. 7They are grounds for extremely serjous concern. We believe that
the way in which international organizations react to this growing crisis an!
the way in which they demonstrate their capacity and readiness to act are
increasingly assuming the character of a crucial precedent. It is vital for
the icternational forums addressing the problems of the former Yugoslavia to
yield tangible results, for otherwise the international community would merely
be sending an extremely equivocal message, fraught with dire conseguences, to
fomenters of unrest around the worlG. We should also bear in mind the fact
that, in the eyes of the international public, the hopes focused on the United
Rations effectiveness in coanflict settlement appcar today to be well justifiod
on the basis of the achievements of the world Organization in the recent past,
in particular in the area of the United Nations contribution to putting down

aggression.
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Since the beginning of the crisis in the former Yugoslavia the Security
Council has repeatedly addressed the¢ issue, adopting a large number of
resolutions on it. The International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia
offered us the right framework for the achievement of a lasting political
settlement of the conflict. The efforts of the two Co-Chairmen of the
Steering Committee of the Conference are praiseworthy, and the progress made
in the difficult and delicate negotiations should be propsrly appreciated. We
must note, howaver, that many important Security Council resolutions remain
dead letters, and that the decisions of the International Confereance contiaue
to be ignored.

Serb nationalism, both within and outside S~rbia, and regular and
irregular forces of that nationalism undoubtedly bear the heaviest burden of
responsibility for the outbreak of the conflict in the former Yugoslavia and
its extounsion to other regions. Al tke peoples, all the nationalities,
living in those lands are victime of this conflict ~ Bosnian Muslims, Croats,
Serbs and others, who throughout hiistory have woven close ties with
Hungarians, and whose sufferings we therefore feel deeply. One could hardly
bs more convinced than wa are, as inhabitants of that region of Europe, that
thic kind of extreme nationalism cannot serve the interests of the Seorbs
themeolves, wherever they may live, and that they must find their path to
salvation in a dlf€ereat policy.

The international community has stated and restated that any acquisition
of territory by force is illegal and unacceptable. It must reject and isolate
those who champion such policies.

We are deeply concerned about the pergistent, massive and systematic
violations of human r.ghts and international humanitarian law, documented in

great detail in the report of Mr. Mazowioccki, Special Rapporteur of the
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Commission on Human Rights, and in his statement to ths Security Council.
Huagary vigorously condemns efforts to bring about the creation of so-culled
nation-States through “ethnic cleansing” and the establishment of “ethnically
pure” territories. We dencunce the atrocities committed for this purpose and
the expulsion ~f naticnal or religious minoritius. The already tease
situation in this rzgard threatens to engulf other territories in the north
and south of Serbia and beyond. In a region such as Central and Eastern
Burope it demonstrates incredible ignorance or criminal irresponsibility to
seek to achieve such objectives, for that would drag the whole region intc an
apocalyptic chain nf events, with incalculable conseguences.

The number of people in Bosnia and Harzegovina who have had to leave
their homes nas risen to 2 million, and, with the continued “ethnic cleansing”
operacions and coatinued fighting, fresh waves of refugees and displaced
persons may bs expected. Hungary, & uneighbouring country which was among the
firgt to feel and abaorb the effects of this war, has from the beginning taken
an active part in the intermational efforts to give refuge to thoss who have
fied the f£ighting and degradation. Their number in Hungary is now
approximately 80,000. With the spproach of winter, the humsn tragedy
unfolding before our vory eyes will take on even more disastrous dimensions.
The interanational community, and the Security Council in particular, must
remain permanently and actively seized of this problem, unprecedented in
Eurcope since the end of the Sccond World War.

Wa are fully awara that it ig fmnnssible ¢a addrsssz the
and Herzegovina by exclusively humanitarian means, that it is unthinkable to
restore peace in the country simply by feeding {he population and healing its
wounds. But Hungary believes that in view of the alarming humanitarian

situation it is vital to take practical steps without delay to ovsrcome the
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imminent dangers and the immediate difficulties by setting up safe areas for
humanitarian purposes in various regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina. These
areas could serve as safe havens for the civilian population, regardless of
ethnic or religious background.

The struggle for the survival of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
continues. The ianternational community has not yet succeeded in halting the
aggression against this country. On the contrary, two thirds of its territory
have been occupied by the aggressors, who continue to benefit rrom
cross-border complicity and who no longer bother to disguise their strategic
territorial ambitions. After reflecting on this guestion, we believe that we
must avoid the fundamental error of equating an aggressor that continues to
trample underfoot its international commitments and a victim striving, with
the means at its disposal, to depend itself, striving to exist.

We are profoundly concerned over the failure of international efforts to
end the despicable, abhorrent policies being pursued in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. All the -igns are that everything we have done is far from being
enough. We must take much more vigorous action to dispel the illusion that
seems to prevail in some quarters that the world accepts the policy of
fait accompli. We must think of the consequences of a resolute and consistent
attitude by the community of nations for other parts of the planet suffering
bloody conflicts.

Hungary belleves that, faced wiih a worsening of the crisis in Bosnia and
Horzagavina and other regions of the former Yugoslavia. the Saecurity Couneil
must act with the necessary resolve. It should pursue even more vigorously
its activities to ensure respect for its resolutions by sll partiess strictly
apply the sanctions regimus that have been imposed; bring about a cessation of

hostilities; condemn any attempt to undermine the territorial integrity of
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Bosnia and Herzegovina; call for an end to all foreign interference in the
countrys bring to justice those responsible for violations of human rights and
humanitarian international law; assist humanitarian operations; and cont: ibute
to an overall political settlement of the conflict.

I nov resume my functions as President.

The pext speaker is the representative of Italy. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. TRAXLER (Italy) (iaterpretation from French): It is a sincere
pleasure for me, Sir, to congratvlate you on your assumption of the presidency
of the Security Council. I should also like to congratulate the Permaneant
Representative of France on the highly effective way in which he conducted the
Council’s business last month.

(spoke in English)

Italy welcomes and fully supports the emphasis which the Permanent
Representative of the United Kingdom placed on the important role played by
the European Community in the search for a political solution to the Yugoslav
crisis. Italy has made a significant contribution to these efforts -
particularly in the fields of preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and
humanitarian relief - sustaining, moreover, the 1085 of a number of Italian
officers and airmen.

Furthermore, as a remneved sign of our determination to do our best to
help in relieving the terrible humanitarian problems that confront the
population of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Italian Minister of Foreigm Affairs
announced last Thursday our willingness to provide asylum to several hundred
refugees from the region, in addition to those already admitted in the past

few months, and in particular to persons held in detention camps.
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Deeply concernsd over the dramatic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and even mors 8o over the inhuman practice of “ethnic cleaasing”, which
recalls some of the darkest pages of European history, the Italian Government
welcomas the draft outline constitution proposed by the co-chairmanship of the
Geneva Conference, which, while guarantesing the territorial integrity of
Bcsnia and Herzegovina, offers to all the ethnic components of that country a
concrete possibility of re-establishing the peaceful coexistence that

prevailed among them for centuries.
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As Chairman of the Council of th» Western European Union (WEU), Italy has
been leading the operations of joint patrolling and monitoring in the Adriatic
Sea, while coordinating ‘hose activities with the efforts of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). For that reason we welcome the
provisions of the draft resolution to be adopted by the Security Council
concerning the strengthening of the enforcement of sanctions against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and ia particular the authorization to halt all
inward and outward maritime shipping in order to inspect and verify their
cargoes and destinations. We are convinced that theses new rules will greatly
enhance the effectiveness of the embargo, helping the naval forces of the WEU
and NATO in the Adriatic Sea succesafully to discover and defeat any attempt
to violate or circumvent by sea the provisions of resolutions 713 (1991) and
757 (1992) and those of the draft resolution to be adopted by the Council.,

In this comnection I wish to inform the Council that I have taken due
note of the somewhat surprising and certainly totally unexpected allegations
contained in the statement of the Permanent Representative of the United
States. The Italian Government, as soon as it is provided, through the
Sanctions Committee, with all necessary data, will, I assure you, conduct the
most thorough investigation in orde:r to ascertain the facts. Should the said
allegations be confirmed, my Governmont will immediately initiate the proper
judiciary procedures in order to punish the culprits,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Italy for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker on my list is the representative of Qatar. I imvite him

to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr. AL-NI'MAH (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at the
outset to extend to you, Sir, our congratulations on your assumptio: of the
presidency of the Security Council for this month. I also wish to (xpress my
heartfelt thanks to your predecessor the Permanent Representative f France,
Mr. Jean~Bernard Mérimée, for his able and excellent leadership of the
Council's work last month.

I am pleased to extend to you, Mr. President, our thanks for your
commendable invitation to convene this meeting in response to the appeal by
the Contact Group of the Organization of the Islamic Conferenco /.1d in light
of the existing dangers that may lead to a further deterioration >f the
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The State of Qatar, like every other State that respects h' man rights,
and I do not speak of the Islamic States only, is alarmed at t}t: suffering
that has been the lot, for many months, of the population of Bianja and
Herzegovina, The situation there is reminiscent of the horror. of the
atrocities of the Second World War. We had hoped that such hoi.;ois had
disappeared for good in ocur times, in a world where the princip es of the
United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Ri.hts prevail.

It i3 a source of shame for the international community that 't has been
unable so far to put a halt to the massacres and an end to the tragedy of the
peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina whose land has been violated in gross
aggression and against whom the crime of ethnic cleansing and other crimes
against humaaity are being perpetrated. The consequences of such crimes have

As the United Nations Special Rapporteur has noted, the Moslems of Bosnia

and Herzegovina are being the target of mass extermination.



§/PV.3137
18

(Mr. Al-Ni'mah, Qatar)

Although the Security Council adopted resolution 781 (1992) which bans
military flights in the airspace of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbian aircraft
have continued to breach the terms of that cesolution and have continued to
bomb Bosnia and Herzegovina and vent their wrath on its people with impunity,
without any fear of the international community.

Heavy Serbian guns continue to shell civilian targets in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, despite the fact that Serbian troops have agreed to lay down
their heavy weapons and place them under the supervision of the United Nations
Protection Force (UNPROFOR). Bosnien defence forces are unable to repel such
aggression for lack of ammunition and because it is impossible for them to
obtain new woapons thanks to the resolution's embargo on victim and aggressor
alike.

The matter is extremely serious. I do not exaggerate when I say that the
application of the embargo to victim and aggressor alike is cynical and
preposterous and that it goes against the human conscience. Self-defence is a
principal right enshrined in the United Nations Charter. We are in duty bound
to enable Bosaia and Herzegovina to defend itself as long as the international
comnunity is unable to ward off the Serbian aggression by recourse to the
provisions of the Charter, lacking as it does authentic resolve and real
determination.

The international commusnity has a duty to repudiate the Serbian
aggression. The aggressor is a stronger and larger party and the victim of
aggression is a smaller and weaker neighbour and a Member of the United
Nations. Aggression must be prohibited in all cases. Aggression caunnot be
permitted in certain cases and prohibited in others. The Government in

Belgrads, which coatinuee to organize and engineer aggression against the
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Republic of Eosnia and Herzegovina, the smaller and weaker party. must
desist. BEvery State, large and small, strong and weak, must abide by the
provisions of the United Nations Charter through unsnimous adherence to the

principles of international law and by settling disputes by legal means.
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This would buttress the pillars of international legality and lay the
foundations of a world imbued with tolerance, justice and peace.

My delegation fully supports the adoption by the Security Council of a
resolution that would lift the embargo on the export of weapons to
Bosnia and Herzegovina. So long as the international community remains unable
or hesitant to deter “he aggressor by force, to restore usurped rights aand to
put a halt to the horrors hesped upon the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Continuation of the waapous embargo, in the case of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, amounts to support for the aggressor. We cannot believe that the
international community aand thes Security Council would accept that or turn a
blind aye t» i . We therefore join the other States that have callad upon the
Sacurity Council to adopt & resclution to that effect without delay, for
otherwise the aggressor will persist in its recalcitrance and aggression, and
the intermational community will continue to appear to be impotent in the face
of that continuing aggression. This is someihing you would not accept and is
not acceptable to the peace-loving psoples of the world.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Freach): I thank the

representative of Qater for the kind words he addrassed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Comoros. I invite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. MOUMIN (Comoros): The delegation of the Federal Islamic

Republic of the Comoros joins the delegations that have precaded it in
awtanding conaratulations to you, Sir, os the President of the Council for the
month of November. We are confident that, under your able guidance, the

Council will successfully carry out its responaibilities.
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My delegation would also like to thank Ambassador Jean-Berpard Merimee,
the Permanent Representative of France, for his remarkable stewardship of the
Council during the moanth of October,

My delegation i1s pleased that at long last the Couancil has agreed to the
request of the member States of the Organization of the Islamir Conference for
the holding of these meetings, which we conmsider to be very important. We
regret the delay; however, it is better late than never.

The human suffering caused by the aggression carried out against the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Serbia and Montemegro through its puppet
Serbian nationalists, with the object of "ethnic cleansing”, has besn allowed
to coantinue too long. It is about time Member States were given the
opportunity to air the deap feelings of their peoples on an issue that has
caused too much pain and suffering and aroused deep emotions, anxiety and
deasperation in the Islamic community throughout the world.

It is our intention to air the innermost feelings of the defennceless
victims of the aggression - the young, the women, the weak and all those who
are suffering and vwhoge voices camnot be heard, and the feellings of many
Muslims who helplessly witness the unjustifiable elimination of their brothers
and sisters. In doing so, we will at times use expressions that are less
diplomatic, and language that might be offensive or unpalatable to some. To
those we might offend, we ask their forgiveness, understanding and sympathy.

It is proper for us to begin by expressing our deep gratitude to
Ambassador bBdward Perkins, the Permanent Representative of the United States
of America, for the tone and the contents of his statement to the Council last

Friday. Mr. Ambassador, the people for whom we speak appreciate the ateadfast
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position of your Goverament, that of the United States of America, on the
crisis of the Balkans.

We are convinced that if the Council had adopted Ambassador Perkin's tone
from the beginning of the crisis, instead of the piecemeal, toothless,
balf-hearted measures it adopted, the situation in Bosaia and Herzegovina
would not be what it is today. We can only hope that time is still on our
side, and that the Council will have the political will to take the seriocus
steps that are necessary to reverse the situation.

The moment has arrived for the Security Council, acting on behalf of the
international community, to prove wrong the perceptions held by our uninformed
Muslim masses on the double standards of the United Nations in dealing with
aggression. The impression is that ths Council has not done emough to stop
the aggression againat Bosnia and Herzegoviana. It is true that the Council
has devoted considerable tima to the question. However, it is our opinion
that it has failed to address the fundamental issue, which is aggression.

Most of the resolutions adopted by the Council deal with the humanitarian
aspects of the problem, which, although very important, are not at the core of
the problem. The main issue of the aggreasion by Serbia and Montenegro
against the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina has not been adequately addressed
by the Council.

Our pecple fail to comprehend the attitude of some members of the
Security Councll who ars adamantly opposed to the forceful implementation of
the mo-L1ly so5s in Boanlis and Horgensvina. whare the Serbs use fighter planes
to decimate the people of Bosnia, in spite of the fact that this is a crucial

element of the London Accords.
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Our less educated brothers who are not well versed in the intricacies of
international affairs are justifiably puzzled by the apparent double
standards. The same Powers that were so compassionate and understanding and
eager to enforce the no-fly zone in Iraq in order to stop Muslims from killing
Muslims - a commendable attitude for which we are grateful - do not seem to
have the same compassion and eagerness when it comes to stopping thn Serbs
from killing Muslims,

Unfortunately this kind of attitude can be wrongly construsd in the minda
of the Islamic Umma to mean that the international community iz silently
conspiring or acquiescing in the final elimination of the Muslims from the
corner of Europe. At this juncture I believe it would be proper for me to
quote from Lord Owen's statement before the Council last Friday:

“The Islamic world, rightly, would accuse us of racism against the

Bosnian Musiims and hold it against us for centuries to come.®

(8/FV.3134, page 24)
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It is now up to the Security Council to take bold steps to stop Serbian
aggreision against the Bosnian people in order to put to rest and eliminate
that perception by the Islamic umma, which represents more thar a billion
human beings.

We believe that in thiﬁ crisis, the States members of the Europcan
Community have a moral obligation to protect the territorial integrity and the
unity of the States that were part of the former Yugoslavia. They encouragad
the disintegration of the former Yugoslavia, snd thus they should protect
those who decided to break away. Consequently, they have a moral duty to
protect the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina by all means, including the use
of szorce. Act now before it is too late, lest your hesitations come back to
haunt you in the future,

Those who suffered under Nazism should know full well that "ethnic
cleansing” can neither be acquiesced £o nor tolerated.

My delegation is grateful for the statement of Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki,
Special Rapporteur of the Commicsion on Human Rights. His revealing report on
the human rights situation in the former Yugoslavia has helped us all to
comprehend the true nature of the problem we are dealing with. We should also
like to pay homage to Mrs. Sadako Ogata, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, for the truly magnificent efforts she and her dedicated staff
have made for the benefit of the millicns of people who have been rendzred
homeless in the former Yugoslavia.

We listanad with great interast to the statements of Mr. Cyrus Vance and
Lord Owen, co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former
Yugoslavia, who presented us with two outstanding reports. We cannot but be

grateful for their untiring efforts to find a peaceful solutinw to the tragedy



S/PV.3137
27

(Mr. Mownin. Comoros)
in Yugoslavia. They should be commended for their efforts and useful
suggestions. We wish them well in their most difficult and thankless task.

My delegation wias highly Impressed by their well-presented arguments
against the partial and selective lifting of the arms embargo on Yugoslavia
imposed by Security Council resolution 713 (1991). Because of their position
as co-Chairmen of the International Conferexrce, we appreciate their sentiments
on the issue. However, we beg to differ with them and with those who share
their analysis of the subject. We are firmly convinced that the Council is
duty-bound to lift the embargo in order to allow the State of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to import the heavy arms it needs to defend itself.

It is true that in most cases prohibiting arms sales tends to dampen
conflict, while pushing arms sales deepens it, However, in the case of
aggression such as is taking place in Bosnla and Herzegovina, where the
aggressor outguns its victim, it camnot but have a positive impact on the
morale of the victim of aggression and be dissuasive to the aggressor -
particularly when the two Co-Chairmen have not informed us that they perceive
even an atom of desire on the part of the Serbian aggressor to settle the
matter at the negotiating table, The Serbians always sign cease-fire
agreements and bucome the first to break them.

From what wo have heard during this debate, we are further convinced that
the Serbian aggressors havc as their single goal the elimination of Muslims
from Bosnia at any cost. Therefore, we should not fool ourselvas into
believing that the Serbs will understand the civilized language of
aegotlialions., Deep inside, all members are convinced, as we are, that the
only language the Serbs understand is force. Have then the courage and the

politicai will tc take decisions towards that end. It is only when the Serbs
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realize that their goals are unattainable by force that they will have an
incentive to search for a peaceful solution to the problem.

The only language bullies and aggressors understand is brute force, and
since, as Lord Owen remarked, those who have the power to deter aggression by
massive military intervention do not have the will to act, does not the
Council then have th.. moral responsibility and obligation to give a fighting
chance to the victims of aggression? We have no right to put the aggressor
and the victim on an egual footing, particularly when we all agree that the
aggressor happens tu be the one with heavy weaponry. What moral justification
does tha Council - which is the organ entrusted with the maintenance of peace
and security and which is supposed to protect the weak from the strong - have
to withhold from the weak, aggressed people of Bosnia and Hersegovina the
right to defend themselves, particularly when the Council lacks the political
will te help them?

In the name of the dead and dying heroes of Bosnia, in the name of the
future martyrs of Bosnia, in the name of the young children and women, in the
name of the orphans and :he widows of Bosnia and Herzeqovina, in the name of
all those who suffer morally because of their inability to alleviate the
plight of their brothers and sisters in Bosala, and to all those for whom we
are duty-bound to apeak out because their voices cannot be heard, we urge and
call upon the Securicy Council to 11ft without further delay the arms embargo
on the State of Bosnia and Horzegovina. We further request that those who ares
iz 3 positics ¢

ve the will ¢2 provide apnropriare agaistanecs. which
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will help the Bosnians to deter Serbian aggression, hasten in doing so.
In conclusion, we have to state that time is running out for this lofty

body to act. The fatal hour 1s upon us, and therefore we must take decisions
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that will not allow history to judge us harshly. The credibility of the
Security Council and that cof the United Nations is being tested. For more
than six months, we have allowed the Serbs to kill and displace Bosnian
Muslims. A catastrophic war has been raging in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
the conflagratioa threatenz to spill over to the other parts of the former
Yugoslavia, all because of the Serbs' desire for a greater, “pure” and
homogeneous Serbian territory.

The time has come for the Council to send a firm and unambiguous message
to the Serbs that the patience of the international comnmunity has ruan cut, and
to do so0 by adopting measures that will deter the Serbs from their aggressive
behaviour, with the clesr mandate of enforcing those measures by all means

available, including the use of torce.
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Realizing that the Council might ignore our pleas, and in line with its
international responsibilities, my Government will continue to support all
efforts to reach a peaceful settlement. We firmly support the new proposal
for a constitution for Bosnia snd Herzegovina based on the principles of
democracy, the protection of human and minority rights and the rejection of
all plans based on ethnic or religious separation. The restoration of the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and unity of Bosnia and Herzegovina is the
only basis for an acceptable peaceful solution,

We cannot end our statement without paying a deserved tribute to the
United Nations Protection Force, from its commander to ite base units, and to
all those who are helping to azlleviate suffering in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The PRESIDENT (interpretacion from French): I thank the
representative of Comoros for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Norway. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. HUSLID (Norway) (interpretation from Freuch): Mr. President, I
extend to you my greetings and congratulations.
(apoke in English)

The atrocities committed against the civilian population in Bosnia and
Herzegovina call for our unanimous condemnation. We strongly support the call
for an immediate cessation of all hostilities. It is necessary to continue to
search for a political solution and to act jointly in th» spirit of
gnlidarity. The continuing involvement of the Security Council emphasizes the
grave concern of the world community and the need for a peaceful negotiated
settlement. The principal tools in our efforts will be the sanctions imposed

by the Security Council, along with persuasion and mediatiom.
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It is our firm conviction that the implementation of the London Agreement
and the ongoing Geneva International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia under
the mos able leadership of its Co-Chairmen, Cyrus Vance and Lord Qwen, with
its broad-based approach, represents the best and perhaps the last chance to
settle the conflict by political means. It must continue to have our
wholehearted support. We would also stress that all parties to the conflict
share responsibility for establishing peace if the Geneva process is to
succeed. We must encourage the forces of moderation in all camps and those
willing and able to look ahead and take responsibility for finding a peaceful
solution.

No attempt to redraw existing borders by means of force must be
permitted, and an administrative redivision along purely ethnic lines
resulting frum "ethnic cleansing" must be avoided.

The Muslim population of Bosnia and Herzegovina today faces a critical
security and supply situatlon. The tragic flood of refugees and displaced
persons poses a challenge to the international community as a whole. We must
do our utmost to assist them in terms of both humanitarian aid and security.
This is of particular importence in connection with the approaching winter in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the human suffering which migat follow. It ig
vitally important thet the Office of the Vnitcd Nations High Commissioner for
flufugees be given the necessary support. Meeting the basic needs of refugees
in Bosnia and Herzegovina serves a double purpose, in that it also acts as a
barrior to the infampus practice of “ethnic cleansing”.

We are deeply concerned about the human-rights situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. In her address to the General Assembly in September, Prime
Minister Brundtland called for the establishment of an international tribunal

to vunish all those respons.ble for war crimes. Security Council
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resolution 780 (1992), providing for the establishment of an impartial
Commission of Experts, is an fimportant step in this context. This initiative
should be followed up and supplemented. We commend Lord Owen's proposal to
bring the Council of Europe in to exercise international judicial control of
respect for human rights and a future constitution for Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Let me also draw attention to the report of the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe under the so-called Moscow Human Dimension Mechanism
Mission to Croatia, and the proposal that a tommittee of experts from
janterested States be convened as soon as possible in order to prepare a draft
treaty establishing an international ad hoc tribunal for certain crimes
committed in the former Yugoslavia. We commend this proposal to the
international community for appropriate action. Our efforts in connection
with the registration and documentation of violations of human rights must be
expedited, There should be no doubt that we are all working energetically
together to secure respect for human rights and international humanitarian law.

In a situation with an almost complete breakdown of trust, where the
parties act on their worst suspicions, the rapid deployment of United Nations
observers on Bosnia‘'s borders is particularl: important and has our full
support.

The proposed strengthening of sanctions is a clear message to all those
involved in contraband activities that the breaking of the
United Hatlons-imposed sanctions will not bhe tolerated by the world
community, The draft resolution before the Council represents an important
step to ensure effective implementation of the sanctions. Its unanimous
adoption by this Council would be a timely message to all those who bear

responsibility for the present tragedy in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Today we join others in calling on the parties to stop the hostilities,
respect the cease-fire and commit themselves to a political settlement.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Norway for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Lithuania. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. GURECKAS (Lithuania): I wish to congratulate you, Sir, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for this month, and I
wish you great success during the Couacil’s deliberations on extremely
important and difficult issues.

Please allow me also to express my appreciation for this opportunity to
2ddress the Security Council, the most important body of the United Nations,
entrusted with the weighty task of maintaining peace and security in our
interdependent world.

The Lithuanian delegation wishes to voice its views on the critical issue
of Bosnia and Herzeynvina because of the apprehension of Lithuania's
Government and people over the dire consequences of successful aggression
agalnst that country. If the Serbian c¢onquests and the tragic results of
“ethnic cleansing"” are allowed to stand, it will set an unfortunate precedent
for all potential aggressors around the world., We already see certain aspects
of Serbian aggression re-enacted in the Dniester region of Moldova and
Abkhazia in Georgia. It is not difficult to foresee that there will be more
to come, since Serbian aggression in Rosnia and Herzegovina has to date been a
low-cost, low-risk campalgn with high yields. Even though Hosnian Serbs may
have valid political aspirations, nothing can justify the arned aggression,
massive expulsions and killing of innocent civilian populations taking place

in Bosnia and Herzegovina,



§/PV.3137
36

(Mr. Gureckas, Lithuania)

Nevertheless, we understand that there may be valid reasons why the
Security Council, the Conference on Security and Cooperation im Europe and
other international bodies find it impossible or inadvisable to intervene in
order to defend Bosnia and Herzegovina from aggression. However, if the
international community cannot provide effective defence, it cannot morally
deny the right of self-defence to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The right to self-defeance is an inherent right of any sovereign State.

It is ome of the fundamental principles of international law, enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations. No international body has the right to tuke it
away or to curb it, especially if it cannot or will not provide an adequate
defence for the victimized. To continue to impose a stranglehold on a victim
engaged in a 1life or death struggle is morally and legally unacceptable, just
as is the non-differentiation between aggressor and victim.

For those reasons, Lithuaania urges the Security Council seriously to
conaider the 1ifting of the arms embargo against Bosnia and Herzegovina so
that that sovereign State can at the very least defend itself from the
ruthless onslaught of aggressor forces.

The PRESIDENT (interprecatcion from French): I thank the
representative of Lithuania for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaksr is the representative of Croatia. I invite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statemat

Mr. NOBILO (Croatia): My country is honoured by the opportunity to
address the Security Council for the first time. Let me express our special

and deepest admiration for you, Mr., Presideat, for the Secretary-Gemeral, for
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the Co-Chalrmen of the Confareance on the Former Yugoslavia, for the Special
Rapporteur on human rights in Yugoslavia and for the High Commissioner for
Refugees for their brave efforts to restore peace and bring an end to human
suffering. Croatia is grateful for all the efforts that the Security Council
his made to stop the aggression against two States Members of the United
Nations -~ the Republic of Crcatia and the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
We are also grateful to the troop-contributing countries, which are sparing no
effort and no risk in order to help.

In his recent letter to the Secretary-General, the President of the
Republic of Croatia, Franjo Tudjman, welcomed the indisputable results that
ths United Nations Protection Force (UNPPOFOR) had achieved im putting an end
to the war in Croatia and in initiating the withdrawal of the Yugoslav army
from the occupied territories south of Dubrovnik. Unfortunately,
implementation of the existing Vance plan is still being ssriously delayed and
the situation in the occuplied areas 1s continuously deteriorating. These
disturbing facts have been officially confirmed by the highest officials of
t! .1ted Nations and of UNPROFOR.

At this moment we are witnessing the consistent militarization of the
United Nations Protected Areas in spite of the fact that all the Serbian
insurgents and paramilitary forces should have been disarmed and disbanded a
long time ago. Refugees and displaced persons still are not able to return to
their homos in the Uanited Nations Protected Areas; the Croatian Goverament is
still not allowed to establish its control inside the "pirk zones"; big parts
of the Croatian intermational boundaries - recognizec by the international
community - are not yet under the control of UNPROFOR authorities; essential

conditions for establishing a framework for the reintegration of all the
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occupled territories - through implementation of the coanstitutional Law on
Ninorities and the Law on Abolition - have not been met. Therefore,

President Tudiman has proposed the counsiatent and immediste implementation of
al)l the relevant Security Council resolutions, and has asked for the
strengthening of the UNPROFOR mandate in accordance with Chapter VII and
Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations.

Croatia finds it necessary to require enforcement of the UNPROFOR actions
so that all paramilitary formatious inside the United Hations Protected Areas
can be disarmed, the expulsion of the non-Serl population halted and the
usbearable anarchy in the United Nations Protected Areas brought to an end.

We should like to see, through implementation of Security Council resolutions
and broadsning of the mandate of UNPROFOR, the establishment of the conditions
for the gradusl reintegration of the United Nations Protected Areas into the
legal, politicsl, economic and social system of the Republic of Croatia.

¥We Lelisve it is necessary to underline the ssrious deterioration of the
Vance plan, because what is happening in the United Nations Protacted Areas
cannot be separated fram the politicsl, military and humanitarian situation 4n
neighbouring Bosnia and Hersegovina, If the United Nations poacse plean in
Croatia is not implemented, that will decrease chances for the success of the
eved more complex peaced plan in Bosnia.

Purthermore, fellure of the pesce-keesping plan ip the Republic of Croatia
would open the door for recognition of the fruits of the sggression launched
against Bosuia and Hersegovina. HNew militarisation of the United Hatioas
Protected Areas has resulted in increasing Serbian Zirepower being supplied
across the territory of Bosnia and Herszegovina. The wsakness of UNPROFOR and

its lack of detsrmination are providing fruitful soll for the rise of an
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aggressive Serbian policy, which was bluntly demonstrated in a recent attempt
to proclaim the unification of the occupied territories in Croatia and in
Bosnia and Herzegovina into a Serbian artificial State entity - the final goal
being to become a part of greater Serbia., Therefore, ongoing preparations fos
the plebiscite for the unification of these territories should be condemned by
the Security Council aund prevented by UNPROFOR.

Freezing the ongoing situation inside the United Nations Protected Areas
has enabled Serbian forces to transfer the majority of their manpower to the
battlefront in Bosnia and Herzegovina. From the occupied territories in
Bosnia and Herzegovina new attacks are being launched on the territory of the
Republic of Croatia, and a constant f¥low of supplies is making possible the
ongoing occupation of Croatian soil. At the same time, people in Bosnia and
Herzegovina are starving to death because the essential humanitarian
corridors - provided for in Security Council resolution 776 (3992) - have not
yot been established. Intensified Serbian aggression and constant “ethnic
cleansing” are making the already catastrophic situation even worse. New
tider of refugeus are putting om Croatia an even bigger burden than the
sanctions imposed by Security Council resolution 757 (1992) have put on Serbia
and Moatenegro.

The Republic of Croatia was among the first countries in the world to
racognize the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Eosnia and Herizegovina. In defending Bosnia and Herzegovina from
Carhina anaraesion and {n eholtaring Roenia‘e refugses, Croatis and Cras
Bosnia and Herzegovina have done more than all the other countries combined.
The total number of refugees in the Republic of Croatis - 750,000 - is almost

equal to the number of people employed in that country. The result has been
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Qevastating inflation and such a sericus desterioration of the standard of
living in my country that the majority of the population is facing the Janger
of maslnutrition.

In the territory of weatera Herizegovina, where Croats make up 90 per cent
of the total population, there are today more Huslim refugess than Croat
residents. Aceas under the control of tha Croatian Defeace Councll sre the
only part of Bosnia and Herzsgovina where Muslims can feel safe and secure
from the Serbian onslaught. In spite of that, while the world passively
watches the Serbian congquests and continuation of "ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Croatia is criticized for its unwillingness to receive every

new wave of refugees.
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Croatia has already proposed establishing safe sones for the refugees in
Bosnis and Herzegovina as the most efficient and, from a political point of
view, the most valuable approach to this appallirg situation. These safe
sones should primarily be organized in and around major besieged towns in
Bosnia and Herzegovina by 1ifting the Serbian siegas and by opening permanent
humanitarian corridors through to them. Any other solution would only
contribute to the ongoing Serbian "ethnic cleansing”.

The international community also launches enormous diplomatic and media
pressure ajainst Croatia whenever the defence and survival of Bosnia and
Herizegovina are at stake. Croatia has - in accordance with the Joint
Agreements signed by the Presidonts of the two Republics - offered military
help to the Croats in Bosnia and Herazegovina and %o the Bosnian Government
forces in an effort to prevent, or at least to @ase, the terrifying
consequences of the genocidal policy of “ethnic cleansing” that is being
executed by the Serbian side. Lraespite this fact, Croatia has constantly been
accused of invading and cccupying Bosnia and Herzegovina. Croatia nas been
named a traitor to the Muslims, ané accused of holding secret negotiations
with the Serbs on the partition of Bosnia and Herzegovina, even though
Croatian forces have been bravely defending Bosanski Brod, hopelessly waiting
for the international humanitarian corridor to be established slong that
route. HNot only has the United Nations Protaction FPorce never opened the
corridor, but neighbouring cities in Croatia, particularly Slavonski Brod,
were shelled, barbarously, for months. The Croatian units have therefore been
forced to retreat.

We faced the same challenges and doubts once normalization cf
Croatian-Berbian relations began uwnder the auspices of the Geneva conference,

because wany tried to iaterpret this, unjustifiably, as a betrayal of the
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Muslims in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Unfortunately, no further progress has
been made in this regard sc far, owing to the lack of decisive international
pressure on the Belgrade authorities,

There has been no change in the policy of the Republic of Croatia with
regard to the inteyrity and sovereignty of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Croatia, and Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina, were the first to
support the constitutional framework proposed by Co-Chairmen Mr. Cyrus Vance
and Lord Owen at the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia. We
also strongly support the negotiations in the Mixed Military Working Group and
a common political and defence alliance between Muslims and Croats aimed at
achieving a cessation of hostilities and providing political solutiouns.

Peace and post-war recovery are our priorities; we would certainly not
1ike to be drawn into the endless bloodshed in Bosnia and Herzegovina. But we
remain determined in supporting a comstitutional and political solution in
Bosnia and Herzegovina that will also afford equal rights for the Croatian
people. In that regard, we are ready to accept any negotiated solution agreed
between the three comstituent nations of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Croatia has made a significant effort to stop the distressing, though
isplated, incidents between Croatian and Muslim forces in some areas in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. These incideants have largely beenm orchestrated attempts to
split the Croatian-Muslim alliance against Serbian aggression, or reflected
the then differing views of Muslims and Croats concerning the constitutional
future of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

To our great discontent, we must stress that Croatia has time and again
peen used as a scapegoat for the mounting human tragedy that is spreading

throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina., We do not think that the way towards peace
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is to say that the aggressor and his victim are both equally quilty. There is
no doubt that in the horrible war in the former Yugoslavia, the Serbian side
is the aggressor and Croats, Muslims and other non-Serbs are the victims. It
is high time for determined action by the Securitv Council. It is time to
halt the aggression and isolate and punish the aggressor. It is time to
enable Bosnia and Herzegovina to assume its legitimate right of self-defence.
It is time to force the Serbian insurgents in Bosnia &nd Herzegovina and in
Croatia, and their Belgrade masters, finally to accept the principles and
decisions of the International Conference on the Fori.er Yugoslavia.

Croatia wants Bosnia to have peace and to retain its integrity, not only
for the sake of the legitimate rights of the Croatian population in our
neighbouring States, but also for the sake of the historical, geopolitical,
economic and strategic ties between the two countries. In urging the Security
Council to create the necessary conditions for UKPROFOR to conclude its
mandate in Croatia successfully we are trying to enable the United Natioms to
transfer the brave and noble peace-keeping forces to the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, where Serbian aggression is still continuing. Croatia's
ultimate goal remains firm bilateral relations ard continued friendship with
Bosnia and Herzegovina based on a constitutional solution fully acceptable to
all three of the constituent nations of that country.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Croatia for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker on my list is the representative of Azerbaijan. I

invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Sir, to begin by congratulating you on your assumption of the presidency of
the Security Council during November. We are sure that your enormous
experience and authority will ensure the success of the Council's work and
will serve the cause of strenc hening peace and security in our world.

I should also like to make special mention of the work done by the
President of the Security Council in October, the Parmanent Representative of
France, Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée. Under his able guidance, the Council
showed its determination to find ways to resolve the protracted conflict in
former Yugoslavia.

For a long time now, the attention of the world commuaity has been
focused on events in former Yugoslavia, whose territory has become a hotbed of
constant tension in Central Europe. The United Nations and the Security
Council in particular have never been indifferent to the tragic course of the
conflict, and today ve express our gratituds to Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen,
the Co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia, and
also to Mrs. Sadako Ogata, the United Nations High Commissionmer for Refugees,
and Mr. Tadeus2 Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights, for thelir ceaseless efforts to resolve the problem
and to ease the suffering of the hundreds of thousands of people who have been
forcibly sucked into the tragic maelstrom of the events taking place in the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The end of the cold war, eliminating the division of the world into
two opposing camps, has removed the threat of global military confrontationa.

Totalitarian empires have fallen, and the world community lias been joined by
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new independent States, the overwhelming majority of which are trying to
resolve the problem of strengthening their national sovereignty and security
in keeping with the principles of democracy and peaceful coexistence. At the
same time, we must acknowledge with regrat that the transformations that began
in the territory of the former Soviet Union have not yet led in Eustern and
Central Europe to the creation of a stable system of collective security in
that vast region,

The leaders of certain countries have made aggressive nationalism and
terr’torial expansionism the corneratones of their policies towards their
former fellow citizens. As a result, we have witnessed the rebirth of the
horrendous practice of "ethnic cleansing” at a time when the victory of
universal human values seemed §0 close.

For more than six months now, we have witnessed how :he Serbian
separatist forces supported by Belgrade have effectively dismembered the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, It is therefore important that the
Security Council should give its assesament both of the actions of Belgrade -
which has interfered in the internal affairs of a neighbouring sovereign
State - and of the actions of the Serbian separatist armed units which are

undermining from within the iantegrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a Statae.
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It is very impertant for the international coimunity, through the United
Nations and the Security Council in particular, to demonstrate resolve and
determination in the face of this situation, so that not only the Scorbian
leaders but all those who are planning and attempting to carry out the
military expansion of their territories at the expense of cthers will
understand that the world will not accept any alteration of borders through
violence or force of arms. Only strict adherence to this principle can
restore the national sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovin. and put an end to the massive and forcible expulsion of
innocent civilians from their homes.

The Republic of Azerbaijan is confident that one of the key elements of a
comprehensive approach to the settlement of this conflict is the fundamental
principle of territorial integrity. The Republic of Azerbaijan adds its voice
to previous appeals to all parties to the conflict to respect the territorial
integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and does not intend to recognize any
national territorial formations that might be proc¢laimed unilaterally, nor any
mechanisms that might be imposed in violation of the territorial integrity of
that State or of any other State. The Republic of Azerbaijan fully supports
the call for an immediate end to any interference from outside the borders of
Bosnia and Herzeaovina, including infiltration into that country by irreqular
armed units and forces.

In conclusion, our delegation appeals to the Security Council to take all
necegsary steps, under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, to achieve a
complete cessation of hostilities in that region; full restoration of the
State sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Fepublic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina; a complete halt to the inhuman practice of "ethmic cleansing”,

which contravenes all norms of human conduct; and a condemnation of the acts
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of the Serbian meparatists - citizens of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina - sesking to dismember that State, on the understanding trat the
internationsl commupity will never tolerate the policy of fait accompli
regarding the de facto division of the country or any attempts forcibly to
alter internationally recognized boundaries. The Council should also give
comprehensive assistance to the refugees and displaced persons and help them
to return to their homes.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Azerbaijan for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the repressntative of Kuwalt. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mk, ABULHASAN (Kuwalt) (interpretation from Arsbic)s I should like
to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Security
Council for this month. We are quite confident that your outstanding
qualities wil) guarantee the success of our work. You represent Hungary, a
friendly country that has the closest ties with my country, Kuwalit. I should
like also to pay tribute to your predecessor, our friend Ambassador
Jean-Bernard Mérimée, the Permanent Representative o! France, for his wisdom
and ability in conducting the work of the Council last month.

Although Security Council resclutions 770 (1992) and 771 (1992) were
adopted a long time ago and the London Conference on the settlement of the
question of the former Yugoslavia concluded ite work more than seventy days
ago, no significant progress has besen made in implementing the Security
Council resolutions on Bosnia and Herzegovina or the recommendations of the
London Conference. The peple of Bosnia and Herzaegovina st¢ill face a war of

oxtermination at the huads of Serbian forces and the forces backed by
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Serbia and Montenegro. As 2 result, thousands of innocent people have been
killed and great numbers have been displaced from their homeland and forced to
abandon their properties.

The Special Rapporteur of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and the Rapporteur of the Economic and Social Council have
prepared a detailed report on the grave violations of human rights in the
former Yugoslavia. I quote from the report submitted to us in document
§/24766, dated 6 November, 1992:

“The military conflict in Bosnia and Herazegovina, which is aimed at
achieving ‘ethnic cleznsing’, remains a matter of particular and most
urgent concern. Conseguently, and in accordance with resolution
1992/8-1/1 of the Commission on Human Rights, the Spacial Rapporteur has
decided to prepara the present perlodic report in order to draw the
attention of the Commission on Human Righta, as well as the Security
Council, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and all
Governments and concerned international organizations, to the most
compelling problems associated with the policy of ethnic clieansing”.
(824766, paxa 1)

The international communitiv se¢ems to believe that the "ethnic cleansing” now
being pursued in Bosnia and Herzegovina by the Serbian forces is not a result
of the war but i3 ratiner one of its objectives. In actual fact, the Muslims
of Bosnia and Herzegovina are threatened by extermination unless the
international community takes specific measures to rescue them.

The Republic of Bosnia and Herzeqgovina is a State Msmber of the United
Nations. The Security Councli) has adopted more than one resolution

emphasizing the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Bosnia and
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Herzegovina, In an attempt to limit the fighting, the Council has adopted a
number of resclutions whose provisions include banning military flights over
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the placing of heavy artillery and weapons under
international control, the release of all prisoners and detainees, the closing
down of concentration camps and the halting of the policy of "ethnic
cleansing”. Regrettably, however, these resolutions have not been
implementield. What we have seen is the violation of the ban on military
flights, and the conseguent prevention of the arrival of the vital
humanitarian assistance to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. All this
constitutes a flagrant violation of the principles and provisions of
international law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, and the United Nations
Charter.

The tragic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a matter of deep
concern to us, as are the Belgrade Government's reneging on the commitments it
made at the London Conference and the absence of a permanent follow-up
mechanism to those commitments. We believe that the war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina is not a civil war but rather a war of extermination perpetrated
against the people of an independent State and a brazen occupation of its

territories.



§/pPV.3137
51

(Mc, Abulhasan., Kuwait)

We therefore call upon the Security Council to take all the necessary
measures provided for in Chapter VII of the Charter to implement its
resolutions which imposed a ban on military flights by the warplanes of Serbia
and Montenegro in the airspace of Bosnia and Herzegovina the latest of which
was resolution 786 (1992), and to ensure the withdrawal of the Serbian regular
and irregular troops from those territories.

We call upon the international community to provide all necessary
material, military and moral support to enable the Government of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to exercise its legitimate right of self-defence.

This requiraes that the embargo on weapons supplies to the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, should be lifted especially in the absence of a
collective defence,

Kuwait hopes that the meeting of the Council will lead to the adoption
of a resclution that would lift this embargo on weapons supplies. We also
believe that those who have committed serious breaches of the Fourth Geneva
Convention should be pursued and put om trial, in accordance with Security
Council resolution 771 (1992) and other relevant resolutions,

We support the right of the people and Governmnent of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to ask Serbia and Montenegro for just compensations for damage and
loss of life and property.

The tragic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina calls for emergency
measures. Priority should be given to the protection of the right of man to
life and to the protection of human beings. 1In view of the tragic nature of

the situation in Busnia and Herzegovina, it i3 incumbent on the international
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community to increase humanitarian assistance and to give priority to opening
up routes for humanitarian relief to all the beseiged parts of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

All these measures constitute immediate and urgent measures to halt the
Serhian aggression tgainst Bosnia and Herzegovina and to implement the
Council's resolutions and the conclusions of the London Conference. The
Security Council has had marked success in establishing a foundation for peace
in various parts of the world, especially through shaping the concept of
collective security, which imparts credibility to the Council, through the
enforcement of its resolutions.

We hopn that the Security Council's resolutions on Bosnia and
Herzegovina will be implemented and complied with so that that people may
enjoy its human right to life in its own homeland in peace and stability.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Kuwalt for his kind words addressed to my country and to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Afghanistan. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. GHAFOORZAI (Afghanistan): At the outset, Sir, may I
congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the Council for the
month of Norember.

We wish you a successful presidency, especially when a very important
matter, namely the grave situation in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
is under consideration.

We also commend the outstanding leadership the Permanent Representative
of France provided the Council during the month of October.

Having listened carefully to the presentations of the Co-Chairmen of the

International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia, Mr. Cyrus Vance and
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Lord David Owen, as well as the insightful remarks of the Special Rapporteur
of the Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Mazowiecki, and the information
provided by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs. Ogata, it
is obvious that a clear line divides the oppressor from the oppressed. Bosnia
has lost thrae quarters of its territory to the Serbian aggression, amd its
population is being systematically "cleansed” on the basis of their
ethnicity. As is evident from Mr. Mazowiecki's rveport contained in document
§/24766, widespread human rights violations are taking place in Bosania and
Herzegovina concurrently with the negotiations and commitments taking place in
Geneva. The report specifies:

“As a result of those violations, a great number of people are suffering

and have lost their lives. Thousands more find their lives threatened

and their human dignity violated. Unless immediate action is taken,
many of them will not survive the coming winter. As indicated in the
first report, the Muslim population are the principal victims and are

virtually threatened with extermination.” (S5/24766, para. 5)

While my delegation welcomes the heroic and exhausting work of the
United Nations Protection Force, the International Committee of the Red Cross,
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and the
aforementioned individuals, we strongly believe that more and immediate action
must be taken before it is too late for the people of Bosnia.

Afghanistan, having itself experienced a terrible war of aggression not
too long ago, shares and understands the pain, frustration and suffering of
the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, We know how it feels when a foreign
aggressor, equipped with modern weapons of death and destruction, invades

one's territory and subjects an innocent nation to untold sufferings and
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inhuman atrocities. Our opposition to the aggression against national
sovereignty, territorial integrity, fundamental huwman righus and the national
waity of Bosnia and Herzegovina is not only on the basis of Islamic
solidarity. To the Islamic State of Afghanistan it is a matter of principle
to stand in defence of the oppressed against the oppressor and aggressor. It
matters not whether the coppressed is a Muslim or non-Muslim pnation. The
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a clear case of confiict between
justice and injustice, between right and wrong, and between respact for and
disregard of fundamental human rights. That is why we consider it our moral
duty to stand firm for the principles for which the Organization has fought
for decades.

Certainly, the United Nations, through the Council, has made
commendable contributions to the maintenance of international peace and
sscurity and has indeed prevented thousands of innocent people from perishing
in hotbeds of tension around the globe. In the case of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, however, the Organization has been the source of some
disappointment for all those who believe in international justice and those
who have placec their hope and trust in the Organization. This may be
particularly true for those who question the validity and justifiability of
the arms embargo against the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which

seriously hamper their just and inherent right to self-.defence.
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Let us examine the rationale of such a claim. Security Council
resolution 713 (1991) provides ample, sufficient and conclusive proof that the
Council has pot imposed an embargo on Bosnia and Herzegovina. In fact,
resolution 713 (1991) dealt with the conflict between two parties, Croatia and
Serbia and Montenegro, at a time when Bosnia and Herzegovina was not even an
issue. Indeed, in no legal or technical sense does Security Council
resolution 713 (1991) pertain to Bosnia and Herzegovina, for the resolution
was adopted in September 1991, while the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina
arose in April of 1992.

The nearest that Security Council resclution comes to being applicable to
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina is its operative paragraph 6, which
states that the Security Council

“Dacides, under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,
that all States shall, for the purposes of establishing peace and
stability in Yugoslavia, immediately implement a general and complete
embargo un all deliveries of weapons and military equipment to Yugoslavia
until the Security Council decides otherwise following consultatiouns
between the Secretary-Gensral and the Government of Yugoslavia.®

It may be clear from that text that the Security Council resolution
imposed sanctions on what was called Yugoslavia in September 1991, when Serbia
and Montenegro was at war with Croatia. One thing is obvious, and that is
that in November of 1992 the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegoving is not the
Sorialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia of 1991.

From the legal standpoint it seems senseless to countend that the
sovereign State of Bosnia and Herzegovina should be subject to an arms embargo

and sanctions because it was once part of the Socialist Federal Republic of
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Yugoslavia. Furthermore, the Republic of Bosnia ~nd Herzegovina, after
democratically electing its Goverament in early 1992, declared its
independence in February 1992 and was subssquently recognized by the
international community as a sovereign §State, being admitted to the United
Nations upon recognition of the legitimacy of its Government. Acceptance of
the potion that the sovereign State of Bosnia and Herzegovina is subject to
political dictates that affect the former Yugoslavia may contradict our own
announcement of recogunition of Sosnia and Herzegovina as a sovereign State.

It is even more painful to note that the embargo on arms shipments
benefits the Serbian side, which has the active support of the former Yugoslav
armed forces, while placing the Hosnian side at a great disadvantage.
Moreover, the sanctions are not being decisively implemented. The Ambassador
of the United States has cited some of the violations ia the course of this
debate.

In our view, every one of the principles set forth on the first page of
the Charter of the Or-~anization have been violated with regard to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, with the resul'. that 70 per cent of the territory of that small,
sovereigan and indep -dent membeor of the world family is $llegally occupied and
held captive and hunuieds of thousands of the country‘'s innocent Muslims and
Croats have been expelled from their homes and subjected to the abhorrent
policy of "ethmnic cleansing"”, which has subjected the Muslim population of the
country to untold suffering and threatens them with ¢xtermination.

He hear some express fears that the lifting of the arms embargo could
further escalate the conflict. We would have preferred their suggesting an
offective and action-oriented alternative to prevent the extermination and
annihilation of a nation and the total destruction of a young Member of this

Organization.
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¥e have enterad into a new phase in world relations. We have denounced
aggrecsion and have taken a united stand in the face of its use against
sovereign States. Europe long ago pledged its determination to safeguard and
promote peace. The horrifying memories of the holocaust are still with us
but, surprisingly, the world community has yet to take resolute action in the
face of naked aggression against a sovereign State - at the least to remove
the unjustifiable arms embargo, thus enabling this victimized nation to defend
itself.

It is really unfortunate to see the principles of respect for
soversigaty, territorial integrity and non-interference in the internal
affairs of States, which are the cornerstone of the Organization and of the
Movement of Non-Alignad Countries, constantly being viclated by Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Moatenegro), which once, as one of the founders of the Movement,
helped to install them ag one uf its basic elements. Serbia and Montenegro
could revive the spirit of the former Yugoslavia by submitting to justice and
to the call of the international community.

We believe that the Araft resolution to be adopted after the present
debate should do more than echo the previocus resolutions adopted by the
Council on the situation in Bosnia aund Herzegovina and that it should set out
an action-oriented policy aimed at ending the calamity in that country. The
draft resolution should clearly and uneguivocally warn the Serblan aggressors
and their backers that the world will not sit still and that thelr crimes will
not go unpunished.

What we need today is mnot more resolutions similar to those already
adopted but, rather, a rasolution for positive action, one that will not put

the people of Bosnia to further strain and at greater disadvantage. My
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delegation, while supporting the idea of creating safe havens for the refugees
within the territory of Bosnia and advocating a tougher no-fly zone for
military aircraft over Bosnian airspace, also supports the efforts of the
United Nations, its various agencies and the non-governmental organizations
currently assisting the Bosnian people. However, we feel that there is more
to be done to defend the Bosnians and to help them to defend themsslves.

While we appreciate :ihe reace-keeping efforts of the world body, we
believe that, ia view of the fact that the embargo has increased the imbalance
to the advantage of the aggressors, a unilatera) lifting of the embargc is
necessary for the Bosnians to exercise their right to self-defence.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Frernch): I thank the
representative of Afghanistan for hia kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Tumisia. I ipnvite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KHQUINI (Tunisia)(interpretation from French): My delegation is
particularly pleased to see you, Sir, presiding over the Security Council.
That a diplomat of your talent, representing a friendly country, Hungary, is
guiding our deliberations today is of itself a guarantee of success as well as
an assurance that this important United Nations body responsible for the
malntenance of international peace and gsecurity will Ao its utmost to reapond
to the hopes vested in it, not only by the people of Bosuia and Herzegovina

but by the whole of the international community.
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A3 we offer youw our congratulations, my delegation wishes also to convey
to your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of France,

Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée, our warm appreciation for the competent and
stylish way in which he presided over the Council last month.
(spoke in Arabic)

My delegation has listened with great interest to the statements by the
two Co~Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia,

Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, as well as to the statements by Mr. Mazoweicki,
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, and Mrs. Ogata, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. My delegatlon wishes to
express its great appreciation for the work they are doing with such patience
and dedication.

I also take this opportunity to pay tribute to the United Nations
Protaction Force (UNPROFOR), which is devotedly carryling out its functions
under extremely difficult circumstances.

At the meeting of the African Reyional Conference, on 2 November 1992, in
Tunisia, in preparation for the Vienna International Conference scheduled for
1995, His Excellency Mr. Zine E1l Abidine Ben Ali, the President of the
Tunisian Republic, made an inaugural statement. He referr=d to the tragedy in
Bosnia and Herszegovina in the following terms:

"In view of our commitment to upholding human rights as an
indivisible whole, irrespactive of the creed, nationality, idemtity or
culture of any indiviCual, we express our profound coansternation at the
forced exodus, explusion and extermination to which the people of Bosnia
and Herzegovina are being subjected in contempt of the most elementary of
humanitarian values and principles. Our support for that people and the

concern w2 share about their future stem from our deep-seated faith that
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respect for the will of pecoples and the preservation of their cultural
identity and their free choice is the healthy and appropriate foundation
on which to create and maintain 2 sound human-rights environment in all
the latitudes of the planst."

The report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights
dated 6 November 1992 (S/24766) speaks of the extermination of the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and evokes the same feelings of consternation and
indignation,

The members of the Council have no doubt noted in that report certain
facts remingcent of a bygore period of history. The report states that the
wretched victims of the violations are beyond number, and that many have lost
their lives.

"Thousands more find their lives threatrened and their human dignity

violated. Uunless immediate action is taken, many of them will not

survive the coming winter." (S/24766., para, 5)

The report goes on to state that the principal objective of the military
conflict in Bosnia and Hurzegovina is the setting up of ethumically homogeneous
regions. The "ethnic cleansing” does nmot appear to be the consequence of the
war, but rather its goal, . goal that has in part been achieved.

The report also speaks of the appalling conditions in the camps, in which
people who hoped to flee from "ethnic cleansing” have gathered. It states
that Sarajevo, the capital, is a dying city. The population of Bosnia and
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reported of people dying of hunger and exhaustion in the streets.

Furthermore, the population has lost all confidence in the effectiveness of

international assistance.
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Given this tragic situation, the report concludes that only an immediate
ceare-fire can save the population of Sarajevo and that of other besieged
towns.

The report, then, uaderscores the word "extermination”. And this is more
than just a statement of fact. It is terrifying testimony to what can happen
in today's world when, at tae same time, the international commurity is loudly
rejoicing in the advent of a new era of promotion of human rights, democracy
anC fundamental freedoms.

We are entitled to ask what these concepts and values can possibly mean
to the population of Bosnia and Herzegovina, when 100,000 people have been
killed so far in the former Yugoslavia; when a million people are in flight,
refugees without rofuge; when 400,000 are threatened with death from hunger
and cold this coming winter. And this, alas, seems likely to continue given
the constantly worsening situation. <This is a harsh reality, and full of
challenges.

And who will be responsible for facing up to such challenges?

The people of Bosnia and Herzegovina are committed body and soul to
facing these challenges, They lack neither courage nor falth in the justice
of their cause. It is the means of providing for their protection that are in
short supply.

Bosnia and Herzegovina has attained the status of being subject to
international law as it has acceded to the membership of the United Nations
and has becoma committed to the Organization‘'s Charter. Thus it is entitled
to demand the protection conferred by international law. The statement made

by the delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina last Friday before this Council
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proved that the faith of its Government in the principles of the Organization
is firm, but the report from which I have just guoted gives the impression
that the Bosnian people are beginning to have some doubts about the value of
the principles articulated in the United Nations Charter.

It is up to us, and today it is up to the Security Council in particular
to dispel such disquieting doubts. It is the fate cf a people which faces
extermination that is now at stake. This is a very grave responsibility that
the Security Council has to face up to by adopting resolutions that are
commensurate with the gravity and urgency of the situation in accordance with
the universal principles that guide its actions.

It i3 incumbent upon the Council immediately to put a halt to the
hostilities and to ensure respect for the cesse-fire om the part of those
parties that wish to gain time in order to impose their own designs once and

for all,
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Proceeding from this, it is essential, as stated by the Chairman of the
Arab Group before the Council, to: restore the unity and territorial
integrity of Boania and Herzegovina to the ztatus qguo ante: put an end to the
reprehensible practice of "ethnic cleansing”, which, we thought, had recome a
thing of the past; enable all the displaced and deported persons to return to
their homasg; implement the relevant United Nations resolutions and in
particular Security Council resolutions 771 (1992) and 781 (1992), in a
context of respect for international legality; see to it that the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) secures effective control over all heavy
weapons; and to ensure that all paramilitary forces withdraw from Sarajevo and
that the other demilitarized towns are placed under the protection ¢f the
United Nations.

What is at stake in actual fact, is the restoring of international peace
and security through their imposition on the ground, in accordance with the
mandate entrusted to the Security Council by the Charter of the United
Nations. What we need to do here is to gsend a firm and solemn message from
this Council, a message that will say: *“Enough is encugh!“, a message that
will once again recall to all of us the pertinent provisions of Chapter VII of
the Charter and in particular those of Article 42 and of Article 51 relating
to the inmherent right of self-defence.

The PRESIDENT (irterprecation from Preach): I thank the
representative of Tunisia for the kind words he addressed to me.

In accordance with the decision taken at the 3135th meeting of the
Security Council, 1 invite His Excellency Mr. Illja Djukié, Minister for
Foraign Affalrs, to take a place at the Council table and to make his

statement.
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Foxeign Mipister DJUKIC: As the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, I have been entrusted by my Government with
the task of addressing today's Security Council meeting.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is fully committed to bringing about,
and is making every effort and using all its influence to bring about, the end
of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It has fully accepted all the decisions and
principles of the London Conference and considers that their comsistent
implementation i« the only way to stop this senseless and bloody war.

In that context, we should like to point out in particular the importance
of abiding by the following principles, which the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia has fully and consistently complied with: the reaching of a
comprehensive solution to the Yugoslav c¢risis by peaceful means with the
assistance of the United Nations, the European Community and the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CsSCE)s; with respect to Bosnia and
Herazsgovina, the search for a psaceful solution on the basis of full agreement
between its three coustituent peoples - Muslims, Serbs and Croats; the
inviolability of the existing borders between former Republics of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, with the exception of the changes
brought about by peaceful arrangements; the observance of internationally
rocognized human-rights and fundamental-freedoms standards; the condemnation
and cessation of the practice of “ethnic cleansing” by whoever it is committed
and wherever it occurs; the provision and unhampered urgent delivery of
humanitarian assistance; and, last but certainly not least, compliance with
8ll relevant resolutions of the United Nations Security Council.

Our basic and primary goal is to achieve lasting peace. The Federal

Republic of Yugoslavia offers its good offices in order to bring an end to the
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war aud bloodshed in this former Yugoslav Republic. In this respect, we have
already takea the following steps:

The Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is strongly and
persistently pursuing efforts simed at helping end the military operations in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, It has invested great efforts in, and made a
considerable contribution to, lifting the siege of Sarajevo under the
supervision of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR). It supported
the decision that a mixed military working group be in permanent session. It
fully supported the statement of the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conference on
Yugoslavia of 13 October 1992,

During the recent talks botween President Cosié and Prime Minister Panie¢
with the Co-Chafirmen, Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, in Belgrade. Xugoslavia
stroagly supported the grovnding of all military planes and other aircraft of
tho Serbian side in Bosnia and Herzegovina st the Banja Luka airfield, also
under UNPROFOR supervision.

To dispel any allegations of its involvement in any military operations
in the war in Bosala and Herzegovina. the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has
insisted since last July that United Nations monitors bes placed at all
sirfields of the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and along the
border between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Bosnia and Herzegovina,
as well as between Boania and Herzegovina and Croatia. Regrettably, this has
not yet heen accepted.

The Padaral Rapuhlic of Yuuoslavia has exerted all its influence to bring
about an agreement betwsen the Bosnian Serbs and UNPROFOR on deploying United
Hations observers at 11 locations around Sarajeve in order to place the heavy

artillery of the Bosnian Serbs under UNPROFOR supervision.
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The last member of the Yugoslav Army was withdrawn in May 1992, This has
been confirmed in the Secretary-General's report and by the European Community.

The President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Federal
Government have issued orders with the effe:zt of fully preventing the creation
of paramilitary forces and their movemeat fr~m the territory of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Within his action for peace, Prime Minister Panic visited Bosnia and
Herzegovina (Sarajevo) twice; he made public appeals for an end to the
conflict and explicitly stated that he is opposed to any change of borders by
force.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has no territorial claims against
Bosnia and Herzsgovina. That was clearly stated in the Declaration of the
Yugoslav Federal Assembly of 27 April 1992 and in the joiat statement of
19 October 1992 by Presidents Cosic and Izetbegovic reaffirming their
commitments on the inviolability of the existing borders, except for changes
reached by peaceful agreement. Moreover, they reaffirmed that a comprehensive
political solution in Bosnia and Herzegovina must be found between the three
constituent peoples within the Intermational Conference at Geneva.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has atrongly condemned the concept and
practice of "ethnle cleansing", commictted by any side, as a crime against
humanity. Throughout the Yugoslav crisis and the ensuing war, "ethnic
cleansing” perpetrated against one side has invariably triggered “ethnic
cleansing” acainst the other. We are opposed to each and evary aect of "athnic

cleansing” by any side.
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We have been witness to horrible crimes committed by all warring
parties. There is plenty of evidence of flagrant violations of human rights
and breaches of humanitarian law.

I take this opportunity to point out only some of the drastic examples of
the crimes committed against Serbs, becauss they have largely been ignored.
Particularly appalling are the well-known massacres of Serbs on the Mount
Kupres Plateau in the village of Milici, Bratunac. Brutal “ethanic cleansing"
was carried out in the Neretva Valley and in western Herzegovina, which is now
vircually “cleansed" of Serbs. The very same has occurred on the territory of
the Republic of Croatia controlled by the Government in Zagreb. As for
Bosnia, there are distressing examples of the inhuman conditions of civilians,
oatly of Serb origin, in detention camps in the Bradina tunnel, Tomislavgrad,
Sarajevo, Konjic and Mostar. Historical monuments representing the landmarks
of Serbian civilization there have been razed to the ground throughout Bosnia
and Herzegovina,

We should like to extend our full support to the Commission of Experts
established pursuant to Security Council resolution 780 (1992). The relevant
report of the Govermment of Yugoslavia has already been submitted to the
Secretary-General on the violation of humanitarian law in the territory of the
former Yugoslavia,

By distorting and ignoring the facts, a false picture has, unfortunately,
been projected to the international public, which does not help Lhe resolution
of the couflict. Thoss whe 221} for tha candomnation of only one side assume
an enormous responsibility. wWhat we neeéd, instead, is the unequivocal support
of all three parties to the conflict for the efforts made by the Co-Chairmen
and by all the participants in the Geneva Conference to find a lacting and

just solutcion acceptable to all.
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Yugoslavia is making great efforts to alleviate the suffering >f the
innocent population affected by war, irrespective of their national, religious
or other origin. Even under a total and unjust blockade imposed on us, it is
doing its utmost to ensure the necessary conditions for a large number of
refugees and displaced persons. More than half a million refugees, mainly
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 40,000 of them Muslims, have found refuge in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. We continuously deliver humanitarian relief,
consisting of foodstuffs and medical supplies, to the entirc population of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. We have opened humanitarian corridors from Belgrade
to Sarajevo, and other corridors are also being used.

We consider, however, that all that has been accomplished thus far cannot
lead to an early achievement of the desired goal of estallishing peace in the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina if account is not taken of some basic
facts.

The heart of the matter is that the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina is an
ethnic, religious and civil war. Three sides within Bosnia and Herzegovina
are taking part in it. The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia cannot be
responsible for either its outbreak or its continuation. The aggressor in
Bosnia -vd Herzegovina can oanly be the Republic of Croatia. Its regular and
well-ari.ed forces, numbering between 40,000 and 60,000 troops, are at present
fighting in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is therefore
imperative that all of us condemn such behaviour, which is a breach of the
fundamental norms of international law and the Charter of the United Natioas.

Great responsibility .>r the ongoing bleodshid nas been borme, no doubt,
by the leaders who were determined to create a national State at any cost.

Mr. Alija Izetbegovic, the leader of the Party of Democratic Action, has done

all he could to create a unitary State dominated by the Muslims, who represent
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41 per cent of the population. As early as 1990, when he had already Lecome
President of the Presideacy of Bosnia and Herzegovina, he mads this goal
public once again by publishing his book The Islamic Dec)aration in Sarajevo.
Let me gquote only one paragraph from it:

"First and foremost of these conclusions is certainly the
incompatibility of Islam with non-Islamic systems. Thexe can be neither
peace nor coexistence between the Islamic religion and non-Islamic social
and political iastitutions.”

In view of the conteat and the practice envisaged in the Declaration, his
statements that Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a unitary State, would be a
democratic, civic State fully guaranteeing human rights to the non-Muslim,
that is, Christian, population constituting the majority in Bosnia and
Herzegovina are simply untenable.

That was the reason why, in their plebiscite, the Serb people of Boania
and Herzegovina ovarwhelmingly opted against forceful secession from
Yugoslavia. The immediate cause for this decision was a drastic and flagrant
violatiun of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina by a part of its
leadership that 4id not include representatives of the Serbs, as required by
the current Constitution, It is ironic that the very same Constitution was
adopted immediately after Mr. Izetbegovic became Head of State of Bosnia and
He:zegovina and was directing its affairs.

Had due account been taken of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina
new akill in force. which provides that no decision of vital importance to
Bosnia and Herzogovina may be taken without the consent of all three peoples -
Serbs accounting for abcut 32 per cent of the population, Muslims about
41 per cent. and Croats about 17 or 18 per cent - we would not have such a

bloody war in Europe today. The only goal that Mr. Izetbegovic publicly
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subscribes to is military victory, with overt calls for the international
community to intervens militarily on the side of the Muslims. The
international community has been given plenty of opportunities to sse for
itself.

The premature recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina by the European
Community, which has been publicly admitted by many, including Lord Carrington
and Cyrus Vance, only deepeaed the crisis and war and dramatically increased
the suffering of the people and the number of victims in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The present phase of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been
further aggravated by the foreign mercenaries from a number of Islamic
countries. Their engagement may have unforeseeable consequences for Bosnia
and Herzegovina and the Balkans as a whole. Let me remind the Council of the
talks between President Cosic and President Izetbegovic on 19 October 1992 at
Geneva, where Mr. Izetbegovic committed himself to eliminating all
paramilitary groups, criminals and mercenaries, no matter where they came from.

However, the moat important question now is how to get out of this
nightmare. My Government firmly believes that a peaceful settlement is the
only true solution to the problem of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We are convinced
that through concerted efforts by all of us, as we have stated on many
occasions, the three parties to the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina should
reach a mutually acceptable solution within the framework of the Conference on
the Former Yugoslavia. My Government stands ready to honour and support fully
any such selution,

He are, at the same time., increasingly alarmed at the repeated requests
for international military intervention. It is cnly too obvious that Bosnia

and Herzegovina is replete with arms. Those who advocate additional arms
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supplies for any side in Bosnia and Herzegovina are pouring 0il on the
flames. We cannot but warn, with profound concern, of tha unforeseeable
harmful effects of the conl.nued sending of merceaaries, violations of the
arms embargo and the ever more evident prospects of this conflict turning into
a full-scale religious war.

As for my Government, it has already transmitted to the Secretary-General
and the Security Council the mamorandum on violations of the arms embarge

imposed upder Security Council resolution 713 (1991).
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The Government of Yugoslavia has fully complied with the commitments made
at the London Conference, and has withdrawn its army from the territory around
Dubrovnik and from and around the Prevlaka peninsula. Immediately after the
withdrawal of the Yugoslav army the Croatisan army launched large-scale
operations against Serbs in Herzegovina, particularly around Trebinje. The
President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Prime Minister, in
their recent letters to the Secretary-Geaneral, have warned of the serious
consequences of these operations for the maintenance of psace and security in
the region. Alongside these breaches of the agreement, Presidents Tudjman &nd
Izetbegovic proceeded to activate their military alliance directed against the
Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina. They even went so far asc to inform
the United Nations Security Council of this on 2 November this year.

This is a moment when decisions are to be taken that have a bearing on
peace, and not only in Bosnia and Herzegovina, All peoples of the former
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia have suffered enough in this war.
What is now needed is both efficiency and wisdom, as well as resolve and
responsibility.

We must not allow oursslves to be guided by one-sided attitudes and
emotions. We must think twice before passing judgement and be peacemakers.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has been subjected to harsh sanctions,
which we deeply believe to be one-sided and unjust. Sanctions have never been
known to solve problems. <+hey can hardly stop the war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Sanctions are hitting the most vulnerable strata of the
population. 1In such circumstances, about half a million refugees accepted in
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia have also been punished, including 300,000

refugees from Bosnia and Herzegovina,
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By lifting sanctions against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the
Unit.a Natiors would prove that justice and humanity can prevail, That would
also serve to encourage the efforts of the Govermment of tho Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia towards historical and democratic changes.

In concluding my statement, I would like to stress once again the
readiness of my Govermment to do its utmost to help bring about peace to our
region, because it is in our vital interest. too. We are profoundly convinced
that the military option is not the solution. But we clearly caunnot
re-astablish peace singlehandedly. We therefore rely on the United Nations,
and we have no doubt that the Security Council has not only the power, but
also the wisdom, the obligation and the political sense to f£ind the right
solutions on the basis of truth amd justice. Alsg, there is no doubt that the
Secretary-Ceneral, Mr, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and the Co-Chairmen of the
Conference on the Former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

Mr, Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, have a major role to play, which we certainly
support and will continue to support.

Mxr, SMOUSSI (Morocco) (interpretation from French): Allow me first,
8ir, to congratulate you o1 your accession to the presidency of the Council
and to wish you every success. We would also like to say how appreciative the
Council was of the presidency of Ambassador Mérimée, whose level-headedness,
firmness, courtesy and wisdom won the admiracion of all.

We are pear the end of 2 long and Aifficult debate, in which we have
listened with a great deal of emotion and sadness to representatives of States
Members of the United Natlions and high officials of our Nrganization.
Representatives have deplored the same crimes, cruelty and behaviour. They

have all coademned the vicolations of human rights, the torture and the human
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tragedy experienced by millions of people - already more than 2 million - who
are on the roads without food and without transport. We were disturbed by
what Mrs. Ogata said about them on Friday, when she spoke with great restraint
about the thousands of problems experienced daily by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in carrying out its mission.
Its staff and trucks have also become a target of the Serbds, because they are
carrying aid to processionsa of thousands of displaced persons. High officials
have confirmed that massacres of Muslims have taken place and are continuing.
We were even told that at this rate the Muslims are threatened with
extermination. Deportations are still in full swing and arms are pouring in -
more so than ever.

Some 20 resolutions have been adopted to date. They should in principle
have prevented any further excesses, but to our very unpleasant surprise they
have almost remained a dea¢ letter. A daily challenge is thus posed to our
values, principles and decisions.

In this hell of fire, blood and horror. humanitarian organizations are
continuing tirelessly to carry out their nobls task, putting at risk the lives
of men and women who are transporting and distributing aid and convoying
refugess and the wounded. The United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR),
UNHCR, the International Committes of the Red Cross (ICRC) and certain private
organizatiuns deserve our admiration for the spirit of self-sacrifice with
which they are carrying out their missions. Regrettably, this remarkable work
will be made more difficul - with the winter that is already setting in. We
had hoped that the Londom Conference would put an end to the tragedy suffered

by the people of Bosnia. Unfortunately, we have so far received only
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coufirmation of the obstinacy of the other party, which iz gaining time and is
$till adding to the list of dead and other victims,

Successive speakers have confirmed our aspprehensions, underlining the
fact that “ethnic cleanaing” is continuing its crimes, that some concentration
camps are still in operation, that there have been countless violations of
buman rights and that the increasingly serious problem of refugees requires an
urgent solution. They wmust be protected in the places to which they are
brought, or, rather, where they are condemned to be concentrated.

It is no accident that everyone has spoken of the right to self-defence;
the most delicste and sensitive aspect of the whole discussion is the right of
the Bosnians to defend themselves.

The tragedy visited upon the village of Satche, the most racent such
occurrence, has given us an even clearer idea - if that were needed - of the
extent of the savagery and obstinacy of a copuntry coldly carrying out a plan.
That village fell because the powsrless Croatian forces withdrew their
assistance, bLacsusze no one defended it and bacause, no matter what is said, no
6ne was able to provide it with weapons and ammunition to defend its children,
0ld people and women. Yet another village came under the yoke of Serbdia,
increassing the areas it controls. Sixty per cent of Bosnlan torritory is now
in Serbian hands.

in curreat circumstancos the idea of safe sreas is simply # ctopgap
temporary measure. Like many others, my Government, as a last resort,
supported this course, without regarding it as an end in itself. We have
clearly realized the denger, which has been described to us, of facilitating
more “"ethnic cleansing" as now practised. 1If the members of the Organization

of the Islamic Conference insisted on thiz point, it was to attend to che most
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uxgent matters first and tuv some sxtent meet the concerns of the UNHCR and the
ICRC. Clearly, ve would like to have seen thase hundrads of thousands of

people protected againat the inhwsan hordes iwvading their homes and land.
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Of course., vwe would have liked the internstional community to have had
some means of thwarting and deterring them. Some have said already that we
have koown how to stop other invaders, so why uot these?

The latest draft resclution before us today establishes new principles
which ought to act as warnings and safeguards, If it prevents new entities
being created at the expense of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it should in principle
deter this headloag breakout of the Serbs and their frenzied desire to
massacre Muslims so as to build on the ruins of their villages. If it makes a
clear reference to Belgrade's forces, it is to ensure that responsibilities
are once and for all fully shouldered and established. The draft resolution
shows - if such were necessary - that the Council is fully aware of thae
violations of all resolutions and embargoes. It will, in any case, have
sought by every means to put an effective brake on them.

The members of the Islamic Conference, of which we are one, wished to
alert the international community, and its hoad, the Security Council, once
sgain. They have underlined the confidence they are centinuing to place in
these bodies to resolve the serious problems being experienced by the Muslim
community in one of its members.

1s it not terrifying to see all these genocides, slaughters and
concentration camps justified, p poaterjori, by so-called Muslim ideologies
and parties that have never Seen the light of day? The time has come to say
that it is vital for these would-be dictators to be deterred at all costs. It
is also urgent for those who have been calling on us for help for more than a

year to be protected.
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The cry of despair of the Islamic community is sincere, and its message
is clear. 7Thers are othor Bosnia and Herzegovina situations appearing on the
horizon. We must be on our guard if we want to continue to give cause for
hope and to show that we are still capable of resolving problems and not
letting things qo beyond the point of no return.

The PRESIDENI: I thank the representative of Morocco for his kind
words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Ukraine. I invite him to take
a seat at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. BATIOUK (Ukraine): At the outset, I should like to congratulate
you, Mr, President, on ycur exemplary performance of your high
responsibilities as President of the Security Council duriny the month of
November, and express my conviction that, under your able leadership, the
Security Council will be successful in dealing with the issues before it. Our
delegation is grateful to you for providing us with this opportunity to take
part in the Council's discussion of one of the most urgeut and acute problems
among those of which the Security Council is seized.

The delegation of Ukraine finds that the deliberations have been very
much assisted and lent substance by the extremely informative introductory
stetements made before the Council last Friday by Mr. Cyrus Vance and
Lord Owen, the Co-Chairmen of tha Intermational Conference on the Former
Yugoslavia, and by those of Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Humua Rights, and Mrs. Ogata, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.

In addressing the present situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as

in other parts of the former Yugoslavia, the delegation of Ukraine expresses
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once more its profound anxiety and concern about the ongoing military conflic
in the area.

We appreciate the efforts of the international community aimed at
extinguishing the fires of war, the cessation of the bloodshed and at a
peaceful settlement in the former Yugoslavia. The steps taken in this
connection within the framework of the recent London Conference and during its
Geneva stage are especially noteworthy. Undoubtedly, the decisiouns by the
United Nations and its Security Council are continuing to play a key role in
all these endeavours.

Ukraine fully supports all these decisions and is doing i{ts utmost to
ensure their implementcation. From various quarters, we have often been asked
the same question: what is to be done in order to untie the Yugoslav kuot of
violence and the suffering it causes? It geems that all the aanswers have
already bgen found: they are contained in the appropriate resolutions and
actions of the Security Council and the Conference op Becurity and
Co-operation in Europe. If the long-awaited peace and concord do not reappear
in this part of Burope, it will be only because the measures provided for by
the Bscurity Council and theo relevant agreements between the parties involved
in their implemsntation - as in the case of turning over all heavy weapons to
the effective control of the United Natioms Protection Furce - are not carried
out by a party to the conflict.

The fulfilment of the provisions of the Security Council resolutions is
of paramount importance to the success of the United Nations efforts in the
former Yugoslavia., Compliance with those provisions by all sides ghould be

encouraged by setting definite deadlines for thelr implementationm.
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Territorial gains resulting £: .n military aggression or from “ethnic
cleansing”" are completely unacceptable in today's Europe guided by the United
Nations Charter and the principles of the Helsinki Final Act.

The Ukrainian delegation is convinced that a peaceful and juat resolution
of this conflict will be conditional upon strict observance of the United
Nations Charter, the provisions of international law and the guidiug
principles of the CSCE. First and foremost, this implies safeguarding the
territorial integrity of States and ensuring the inviolability of borders, the
settlement of disputes by peaceful, political means and respect for human
rights and the rights oi minorities.

The latter needs special emphasis. Ukraine, like all other States, is
alarmed by the situation in this ragard. The horrible practice of "ethnic
cleansing" is inadmissible. We have learned, with revulsion and anxiety., of
acts of violence and arbitrariness, including against the Ukrainian national
minority in Yugoslavia, and of brutal violations of basic human rights and
freedoms.

The Ukrainian delegation condemns all these atrocities and strongly
fovours the urgent rectification of the existing situation. We expect the
Security Council to take all the steps nesded to ensure the proper protection
of the national minorities in Bosnlia and Herzegovina.

Until peace and civil order are restored in the area, the efforts of the
international community in providing humanitarian assistance will be of
extreme importance. The unhindered and uninterrupted flow of humanitarian
assistance will be especially necessary during ths forthcoming winter cold,
which will aggravate many times over the hardships of the people who are the

involuntary victims of this conflict.
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Ukraine is making its contribution to the concerted action by the
international community. Its battalion is trying to help solve the
humapitarian problema by participating in the United Nations Protection Force
(USPROFOR) in the Sacajevo sector. The decision of the Parliameant of Ukraiue
to dispatch to Bosnia and Bofucqovina a volunteer contingent of its armed
forces at the request of the Security Council was dictated by a sincere deszire
to assist in the gquickest possible resolution of the conflict, which has
claimed the lives of scores of thoussnds of the people of this once-peaceful
lana.

Uader extreme conditions, the UNPROFOR units are doing everything
possibleo to guarazntee the security of Sarajsvo airport in order to enable
slrcraft carrying humenitarian assistance to be unloaded and the assistance to

be gafely distributed.
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While porforming this humanitarian mission in Busnia and Herzegovina the
soldiers in plue helmets sometimes have to pay too high ~ price. The
representative of France, Ambassador Mérimée, reminded us that nine French
servicemen perished in the former Yugoslavia in this action. Three servicemen
from the smaller Ukrainmian forces in Sarajevo were also killed, and 15 persons
were wounded, Other UNPROFOR battalions also guffered losses. We believe
that the Security Council will use all its authority to prevent the recurrence
of hostile acts against the United Nations puace-keepers, whose fate in
Sarajevo sometimes resembles that of hoztages.

The latest developments in the political life of the former Yugoslavia
testify to the fact that those who try to frustrate the peaceful settlement of
the conflict in this region have not abandoned their designs. The Council's
decision must therefore be strong in order to be effective, It should
envisage all the necessary steps to strengthen the effectiveness of the arms
embargo and other sanctions imposed by the Council.

In this connection, the Ukrainian delegation coasiders that the draft
resolution to be adopted by the Security Council will serve the purpose of
having a tangible political impact on the war-minded circles involved in the
bloody Bosnian conflict. If those concerned treat the Araft resolution
properly, it might mean the immediate cessation of hostilities in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the full implementation of the Council's previous resolutions
on this matter. Curtailing the period involved in executing Council
resolutions and agreemonts sponsored by the partiss fnvaluad {a ths s5aflici
would resulc in shortening the sufferings of the peoples in the former

Yugoslavia.
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Ia conclusion, I express our hope that commoxn sense will prevail this
time and that within a limited time-frame, through comcerted actions, peace
will be restored in Bosuia and Herzegovina so that the extreme measures
available to the Security Council uander the Charter will mot be resorted to.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Fremch): I thank the
representative of the Ukraine for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of the United Arab Emirates. I
invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. SAMHAN (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): It
is a pleasure for me to congratulate you, Mr, President, on behalf of the
United Arab Emirates on your assumption of the presidency of the Security
Council for this month. We are completely convinced that your competence in
international affairs will contribute to the strengtheuing of the work of the
Council so that it may achieve positive results.

May I express my appreciation to your predecessor, His Ezcellancy the
Anmbassador of France, for his efforts in guiding the work of the Security
Council last month, May I also oxpress siucere thanks to Mr. Cyrus Vance,
Lord David Owen, the Special Rapporteur Mr. Mazowlecki and the United Naotions
High Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs. Ogata, for their statements which reflect
the reality of the tragic situation in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Security Council mests to consider one of the guestions of which it
has been siezed for a loag time now, namely the situation in Bosnia and
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gravity of the situation in that republic and in highlighting its political,
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economic, soclal and human consequences which arise from the occupation and
the acts perpetrated by the armed forces of Serbia and Montenegro against the
people and the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Over the past few months, the world was severely shocked by the
atrociousness of the measures and abominable practices which have resulted in
horrendous human and material losses. Thousands of ianocent civilians of the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, including women, children and the elderly,
have been killed because of their ethnic identity or religious affiliation.
In addition, there has been massive arbitrary destruction of historic,
religious and archaeological sites regardless of the enormous international
efforts made and the role of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR).

Events over the past few decades have demonstrated that the use of force
and aggression for political gain are doomed to failure. The Articles of the
Charter prohibit the use of force and mandate the Security Council to deter
aggression and prevent the aggressor from profiting from its acts of
aggression. It is therefore up to the Security Council fully to assume its
responsibility for the maintenance of the independence and territorial
integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is a Mamber State of the United
Nations. The Council must oppose the plan of genocide and extermination that
the Cerbian forces are trying to carry out through their continued
aggression.

Events have shown that the resolutions and the measures that have been
adopted were not sufficient to deter the aggressor from occupying further
territory in Bosnia and Herzegovina or from perpetrating further massacres and

acts of expulsion from their territory against the population. The Security
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Council must assume this basic responesibility if it is to maintain its
credibility, Otherwise, smaller and weaker States will bs haunted by doubts.
They will wondar what guaranteex are there that further aggression will be
deterrod in future.

Today's world, which, we had hoped, was coing to be a world of peace and
stability after the ead of the cold war, is far from being a world of peace,
justice and security because of the emergence of uew fo.ms of conflict and
aggression, interference in the internal affairs of other States, and State
policies characterized by hegemonistic designs, ethnic conflicts and new forms
of racism and nationalistic fervour. The tragic situation facing the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina is a sad and painful example of this new situation.

My country has condemngd these abominable crimes and has adhered to the
resolutions of the Security Council. It has provided to the people of Bosnia
sll possible material and moral assistance. The President of the Republic of
Bosnia last month visited my country and was welcomed by His Highneas the
President of State. 1In this way, we expressed our position and our faith in
the justice of their cause. My country has estsblished a number of aid
centres and our Red Crescent has played a basic role in providing humanitarian

assistance in support of the Bosuian people.
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While the international community has coundemnsd Serbian aggression and
the abominable practice of “ethnic cleansing™ and has colled for an immediate
end to all breaches of the principles of international law, the suffering in
Bosnia and Herzegovina goes oo and is even worsening; arrests continue;
binding resolutions adopted by the Security Council sre not yet fully
implemented; thousands of refugees are driven out of their homes and face an
uncertain future; and famine and disease threaten those who live in the ruins
of cities which, as 1s evidenced by archaeclogical monuments, used to be
prosperous and civilized.

As winter spproaches, the need to ensure ¢ fety and shelter for the
population becomes more urgent than ever. A special mission from my country
visited a number of regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina and saw at first hand
the suffering of the Bosuian people and the inhunan treatment to which they
are daily subjected through acts that run counter to the very ftundamental
rules of international conduct.

The Secretary-Ceneral‘s report on the human-rights situaticn in the
former Yugoslavia -~ Qocument 8/24766, dated 6 November 1992 ~ and the
information and evidence provided by regional and international organizsations
further contirm the perpetration of strocities by the Serbs. My delegation
wolcomes the Security Council resolution aimed at establishing a group of
experts to consider and report on human-rights violations in Bosnis. 1In this

context, the people who are responsible for these crimes must be brought to

It is also important that the concentration camps be dismantled and that
safoty 2ones be created inm order to ensur¢ that those who have bsesn deported

and those who are without shelter can return to their homes.
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The Bscurity Council has adopted many resolutions simad at putting an end
to Serkian sggression and at protecting the independsuce and maintaining the
torritorial integrity of tre Bosnian State. All the reports show that these
resolutions have not bsen fully implenentsd and that they hsve not been
sufficient to deter aggro-nion by Serbia and Montenagrc. We therefore balieve
that it is necessary to take measures under Chapter VII of the Charter - in
particular, under articles 4l and 42 - to put an end to this aggression.

We ask in particular that safety sones under the protection of United
Nations forces bs sstablished in Bosnia and Herzegovina. <%he United Nations
forces should be may ited to take all necessary measures to provent the Serbs
from violating the no-fly restrictions.

The Secur!ty Council embargo was aimed at the aggyressor - in other words,
Serbia and Montenegro. That State is the aggressor and continues to be the
sgyressor to this very dsy- It refuses to isplement tho resolutions that have
been adopted in this context. Therefore, we sre surprised that the State
which is the victim of aggression - Bosnia - is being treated in the same way
as the aggressor State.

Yrom the standpoint of justice and equality, a policy that would prevent
Boania from obtaining military assistauce to enable it to exercise its
lggitimate right to self-defence is untenable. It is up to us all, including
the Security Council, to eusure that sssistance of sll typss - amilitery or
material - is provided to Bogsuia g0 that it cen defond itcelf agalast
aggrossion.

Thé solutions that we alvocats are in accordouce with internationsl law
end the United Hations Charter and are in heeplug with the govereiguty and
territorial integrity cf States. We roject the notiun of aggreasion and the

acquisition of territcry by forcr. Therefore we support the ctatement of the
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Secretary-General contained in the report that is before the Council, and we
attach gpecial importance to the constitutional arrangsments stemming from the
International Conference on Yugoslavia, on the basis of the rejection of
partition of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of vespect for its
tercitorial iategrity.

I should like, in conclusion, to assure the Council that, on the basis of
our faith in the role of the United Nations - a faith that stems from our
confidence in our own policy, which is based on the settlement of disputes by
peaceful means sud through dialogue, with dus respect for the spirit and
letter of the United Mations Charter and the fundamental principles goverming
international law - we bsliseve that the maintenance of international peace and
security and stability i3 a collective responsibility and that the Sscurity
Council plays a p.incipal role in this respect, particularly with regard to
the situation in Bosnia snd Herzegovina.

Zhe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Prench): I thank the
representative of the United Arab Emirates for his kind words addressed to me.

The nezt speaker on my list is the representative of Greece. I invite
him to take a seat at the Council teble and to make his statement,

Mr. EXARCHOS (Greece): It gives me pleasure to ccugratulate you,
8ir, the Permanent Representative of Hungary, on your assumption of the
presidency of the Security Council for this month. Wa are confidenc that

under your wise and experienced guidance the Counci! will successfully carry

out its responsibhilities. Tha same words of annracistion are awtandad eo

Ambagsador Mérimée of Frznce for the valuable work ns accomplished during

October.
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I should also like to join other representatives in thanking the High
Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs. Sedako Ogata, the Special Rapporteur of the
Commisgion on Human Rights, Mr. Masowiecki, Secretary Cyxus Vance and
Lord Owen, Co-Chairmeu of the Steering Committee of the International
Conference on the Forwer Yugoslavia, for setting the appropriste framework for
our debate.

I want to express my Government's gratitude and full support for the
excellent and skiiful way in vhich Secretary Vance and Lord Owen carry out
their delicate, difficult an& principled task. Greece will spare no effort in
supporcing and asgisting thom in thelr endeavours.

It is now time for the international community to stand firm and put an
ond to violence, bloodshad, the indiscriwinate killing of fnnocent civilians,
including children, elderiy people and women, the shelling of hospitals, the
existence of detention camps, the forced expulsions aimed at the establishment
of ethnically homogenwsous areas, and thu destruction of houses, mosques and
churches. The suffering, agony aund despalir of all the peoplea in the former
Yugosiavia is immeasurable.

There is no alternative to peace. Greece unsguivocally condemns the
practices of “ethnic cleansing®, wherever they occur, the serious breaches of
humanitarian law and the Gemeva Conventions, the forced oxodus of refugees,
the alteration of demographic cumposition, the seisure of territory by force
and the use of force against the territorisl integrity of any State, including
Bosnia and Herszegovina, This principied positiscn alems from our Sppositicn ¢
the use of force in ssettling 4isputes. from the rejection of falts accomplis
and from our louny-standing policy of seeking negotiated solutions of disputes

on the basis of international law. We fully support the stroug call contained
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in the draft resolutica to be sdopted today that the territorial integrity of
EBosnias and Hersegovina be respected. We algo fully support the affiimation
that any entities unilaterally declarved in coatravention of relevant Sscurity
Council resolutions will not be accepted.

The Balkans have a long and bitter history of conflicts. The
international community must act swiftly to stop the war hefore it is too
late, for the dangers of spill-over are real. MNeighbouring countries have a

primary respoasibility to avert an escalation of the conflict.
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Greece strongly and solemnly appeals to all its Balkan neighbours to
display restraint and work collectively so that our region may become a zone
of peace in Europe. We also endorsze and support the demand included in the
draft resolution that all forms of external interference in Bosnia and
Herzsgovina cease immediately.

The Gresk Govemment believes that the efforts of the International
Conference on the Former Yugoslavia to achieve a negotiated solution to all
aspects of the crisis should be iptensified. It also firmly believes that the
principles to which all Yugoslav partles have been committed, and which have
been endorsed by all participants in the London Conference, including the
principle of non-recognition of the alteration of borders by force and of
£aits sccomplis, must coastitute the cormerstone to the solution.

The situation prevailing in Kosovo gives rise to serious concern. There
is a grest danger that, if the conflict should also spread to this part of the
former Yugoslavia, it will be very difficult to contain it and to avoid a
spill-over to other areas of the former Yugoslavia as well as to neighbouring
countries. Greece supports the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva follow-up of the
London Conferonce in their a2fforts to achieve through dialogue a solution to
the problems of this area. The principles contained in the statement endorsed
by the Loadon Conference, imcluding the rejection of the alteration of borders
by force, apply in this case too.

Regarding our meighbour, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, let
me recill that Greece and its European Community partners have considered its
borders 8s inviolable and guaranteed. The Declaration on the former
Yugoslavia which was adopted by the European Comrunity and its member States

at the EBuropean summit meeting held in Lisbon on 26 and 27 June 1992, was
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circulated as Security Council document §/24200 of 29 June 1992, at the
request of Belgium, France and the United Kingdom. In this Declaration:

“The Europesn Council reiterates the position taken by the Community
and its member States in Guimaraes on the request of the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia to be recognized as an independent State. It
expresses its readiness to recognize that republic within its existing
borders according tO their Declaration on 16 December 1991 under a name
which does not include the term Macedonia. It furthermoxe considers the
borders of this republic as inviolable and guaranteed in accordance with
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of
Paris.” (§/24200, p, 3)

Greece, guided by the sincere will to live together in peace with others
as good neighbours, in accordance with the United Nations Charter, as well as
by its earnest desire for the maintenance of peace, security and stability ia
our region, has recently proposed that all countries contiguous to the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia - that is, Albania, Serbia and Bulgaria -
guarantee the inviolability of that Republic's frontiers.

Furthermore¢) in an official statcment issued at Athens on
10 Novesber 1992, we reconfirmad thats

“Guided by the principles of good neigbourliness and the desire for

snsuring pesce and stability in our region, as well as the territoriu.

integrity of this former Yugoslav Republic, Greece considers its borders
to tke latter as inviolable and guaranteed, in accordance with the
principles of the United Nations Charter and the Charter of Paris."
This initiative was welcomed by the Governments of Albania, the Fede.al
Republic of Yugoslavia and Eulgaria. For its part, the Greek Government

stands ready to extend formal recogmition to Skopje ard to help support and
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assist that neighbouring Republic, provided that it abides by the Lisboa
Geclaration and the declaration on Yugoslavia adopted by the European
Community in Brussels on 16 Dacember 1991.

Let me aow com@ to the cases which the Permaneant Representative of the
United States deemed it necessary to mention during his statemeant last Friday
regarding the alleged involvement of Greek shipping companies in violating the
oil embargo - allegations made without taking the normal channel of the
Sanctions Committee referred to in Security Council resolution 757 (1992).

FPirst, &s regards the Maltese-flagged Thita Triton, an investigation by
the competent Greek authorities has so far resulted in establishing the
following facts. The said vessel sailed into the port of Piraeus, Greece,
from England on 8 J..y 1992. It sailed frem Piraeus in ballast - that is,
empty - on 18 October 1992, for Aghioi Theodoroi near Corinth, where it was
loaded as follows: on 29 October, with 25 millinn litras of dlesel in bulk,
as well as with 99 million litres of diesel in barrelr; on 20 October - the
same day -~ with 19 million litres of gasoline originating from Romania; on
2 November, with 20 million litres of fuel oil; on 2 November - the same day
- with 4.5 million litres of gas oil; and again on 2 November, with 14 million
litres of gas oil (transshipment) originating from Russia. From the relevant
shipping documents, it appaars that the declared destination of the said
cargoos was Austria via Trieste. If, instead of its declared destination the
said vessel sailed into the port of Bar, the responsibility rests, according
to the internationally accepted norms, with the country of the tlag.

Secondly, as regards the tanker Thita Volcano, an investigation by the
competent Greek authoritlies has so far established the following facts. The
vessel sailed from Augusta, Sicily, on 10 October 1992, loaded with 1,596

metric tons of soda caustic and destined for Ploce/Bar, Yugoslavia. According
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£o the relevant shipping documents, the suppliers are Metmar Trading and
Shipping Ltd. and the receivers are D.P.Birac, a company in Bosnia and
Herzsgovina, where the cargo was to be transported in transit from Bar.

It appears from all this that the glare of publicity reserved for these
cases was, to say the least, unwarranted and that any criticism against Creece
prior to any inguiry through the Sanctions Committee is unacceptable. Allow
md to recall that the Sanctions Committee has repeatedly commended the Greek
authorities for their vigilance, alertness and prompt responses in
investigating alleged violations. Furthermore, I wish to remind the Council
that on 21 August 1972, Greece unilaterally suspended all exports of oil
products through the northern borders of the country, in spite of the heavy
toll it had already paid because of its full compliance with the sanctions.
Nevortheless, let everyone be assured that my authorities are still thoroughly
jnvestigating these cases and that prompt legal action will be taken against
any individual or company should it be proved that it bears responsibility in
violating the sanctions.

In concluding, I wish to reiterate in the most emphatic way my
Goverament's commitmént to the strict implementation of the sanctions against
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and its full adherence to the relevant
Security Council resolutious.

Ihe. PRESIDENT (interpretation from Frenck): I thank the
representative of Greece for his kind words addressed to me.

The naxt spesaker is the represantative of Malta. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. CAMILLERI (Malta): My delegation welcomes this opportunity co

address the Security Council on the tragic events in the region of the former
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Yugoslavia, and especially in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Under your able
prasidency, Sir, we have every confidence that the Council will find the

necessary courage and wisdom to accomplish the heavy duties which lie before

it.
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On this occasion my delegation wishes also to recall the impressive
manner in which the Council's work was managed under your predecessor,
Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mériwmée of Frauce.

The ctatements already made in this debate underline the determination of
the international community to persevere in its efforts to briny sanity and
legality back to the tragical.y troubled region of former Yugoslavia., The
overnment of Malta is fully committed to making its fullest contribution to
that endsavour.

The Council has heard from the Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee of
the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia and from other speakers
of the diplomatic efforts that have been and continue to be undertaken in the
search for a peaceful solution. We share the sen :iment expressed by tha
Permanent Representative of the Uaited Kingdom that the situation would be
much worse today were it not for the United Nations peace-keeping efforts
through the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR), the United Hations
humanitarian effort 1ed by the Office of tie United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) &nd other internation=1 etforts, in particular those of
the EBuropean Community. In this time of trial we salute all those who, at
great personal risk, are in the forefront of international actica to bring
relief <o the suffering people of Hosnia and Herzegcvina,

We have also trwen note of the cautious optimiam of Mr. Vance and others
about the rease-fire declurad recently, on 10 Novesber, under tne auspices of

UNPROYOR, by the military commendsrs <€ tho theas o 57L755 30 Gaiajeve.
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We have also heard, however, the disturbing reports of Mrs. Ogata and
Mr. Masowiecki. Mrs. Ogata telis us that rarely have the violations of human
rights and humanitarian lsw, the violence and the destruction reached the
levels wa are currently witnessing in former Yugoslavia., Mr, Mazowiecki
stresams that the violation of the right to life and other fundamental human
rights is massive and grave and that it stems from the practice of “ethnic
cleansing", which is essentially not a consequence but an objective of this
war.

Hot only are we reminded that suffering and the flouting of humanitarian
law are still occurring in Bosnia and Herzegovina: we are also warned of the
possibility of an enlargement of the conflict. Mr. Vance speaks of the highly
charged situation in Kosovo 8nd the festering situation in Macedonia, and of
the frightening prospects of neighbouring countries becoming engulfed in the
conflict,

This is therefore & time that tests to the limit the recently generated
international resolve for collective action in the defence ani promotion of
the essantial principles of the United Nations Charter. That resolve must
£ind expreasion primarily in the international community's unswerving
determination to exercise all options open to it under the Upived Nations
Charter, with the objective of brirging the aggreasion in Bosnia and
Herzeqovina to a halt as the first step towards reaching a peaceful
settlsment. 7That determination must continue tc be backed by a clear message

to the perpetrators of crimes againsi Lumanitsrisn lzw, =nd aspacially those
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responsible for the unacceptable policy and practices of "ethnic cleansing",
that, both individually and collectively, they will be held accountable for
their actions.

In this context, the Goverament of Malta strongly shar4s the view that a
strengthenitzg of the sanctions ragime is a primary objective at this stage.

We are as outraged as others at reports of violations of the sanctions regime,
especially tbrough the abuse of transshipment exemptions, and we are fully
committed to all efforts &imed at bringing these violations to an immediate
end.

On Friday the representative of the United States made assertions in this
regard that concern alss ships carrying the Maltese flag, My Goverament was
informed of these assertions only last week. The United States Goverament was
informed that the alleged abuses were being referred to the competant maritime
authorities for investigation and appropriate sction.

In our visw, the statement on Friday by the representative of the United
States would thus have been more factually complete and objective if it bad
acknowledged these facts instead of limiting itself to the basic aliesgations.
The Maltese authorities, iu fact, rcacted immediately to the information that
was provided snd prior to last Friday had officially notified the owners of
the vessels ip question that they would recommend the closure of the vessels’
registry should the allegatcions that had been made prove to be correct. These
notices were also brought to the attention of the registersd mortgagees.

Malta's acherence to the decisions of the Security Couancil has been

congistent and unequivocal throughout. Malta is determined to continue its
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support and cooperatios in the implementation of measures taken by the
Security Council to bring am ead, it is hoped, to the many viclations of the
right to life and other fundamental human tights that the international
community is witnessing in Bosnia ané® “i~-segovina.

The PRESIDENT (interpretat. from French): I thank the
representative of Malta for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the represeatative of Algeria. I inmvite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KHERBY (Algeria) (interpretation from French): It is my great
pleasure to extend to you, $ir, the sincere congratulations of the Algerian
delegation on your assumption of the presidancy of the Security Council. Your
outatanding personal guwlities and your long diplomatic experience are sure
guaranteos that you will effectively guide the work of the Council,

We also congratulate your predecessor, His Excellency Ambassador Mérimde
of France, on the skilful manner in which he guided the Council’'s work last
mounth,

The initiative of the Organization of the Islamic Conference that led to
this debate was important and timely.

In his moving statement, the Permanent Representative of Bosnia and
Herzsgovina, Ambassador Sacirbey. described objectively, with restraint and
without exaggeratiou the full scope of the curreat tragedy of the people of
Bosnia aud Herszegcs:ur,

Since the Augua . resumption of the forty-sizin #essica S

Assembly to address the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the situation has
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greatly deteriorated, and now constitutes a challenge to the United Nations
and, above all, to the Security Council in their mandate to maintain
international peace and security. The situation in the political, military,
humanitarian and human rights spheres is unacceptable.

Algeria, which since last April has been informing the Security Council
of the gravity of the situation and the possible risk of escalation, is
following with emotion and indignation the painful eveants in the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which grow worse daily.

We have come to the inevitable conclusion that the measures the Security
Council has taken thus far has tempered neither the clear aggression and
unspeakable suffering imposed upon the people of that republic nor the
mistreatment and serious human-rights violations, particularly the intolerable

practice of “"ethnic cleansing".
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The agreements and cease-fires which were so painstakingly negotiasted by
the European Community and the United Nations have been ignored. Even
humanitarian aid has been deliberately impeded, which, with the onset of
winter, may well exacerbate the already catastrophic situution of the people
of Bosnia,

Without wishing in any way to minimize the complexity of the situation or
the importance of the decisions already taken by the Security Council, it is
clear that further, even more decisive steps, are required if we intend to pu:
an end to the battles which have alreazdy caused thousands of deaths as well as
the displacement of populations to an extent already affecting 40 per cent of
the inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Not only the Organizacion of the Fslamic Conference but also world public
opinion expect the Security Council to provide effective support for the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina in their resistance to aggression and in
ensuring that an end is put to the odious crimes which have been perpetrated
there.

Similarly, the Council has the duty of rejecting anything which has bsen
gained by aggreasion and to guarantee respect for the territorial integrity of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the sovereignty of this State Member of the United
Nations.

In the light of the fearful tragedy of the people of Bosnia, it is also
essential that every step be taken to meet the challengs of providiag and
transporting essencial basic products.

The draft resolution submitted by the States members of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference cover most of these elements and should be given

favourable consideration,
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It is now up to the Security Council to take all necessary steps to end
the tragedy of the people of Bosnia and to avert the threats to peace and
security in the region.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Algeria for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Bangladesh., I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KABIR (Bangladesh): I have pleasure in expressing warm
falicitations to you, Sir, on your assumption of the office of President of
the Security Council for the moanth of November. I also take this opportunity
to express our appreciation to Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée of France for
his commendable conduct of the work of the Security Council in October. We
appreciate the endeavours of Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, co-Chairmen of the
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia in discharging so well their
onerous responsibility. We alse welcome the report of Mr. Tadeusz Mazowieckd,
Special Rapporteur of the Comnission on Human Rights, which affords us a clear
picture of the factual state of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

From the time of the brutal aggression of Serbia against Croatia and
Bosnia and Herzagovina, we have witnessed the Security Council initiate
measures to restore peace in the region and ameliorate the sufferings of the
victims of tho conflict. We shall be remiss if we do not acknowledge the
selfless devotion of the personnel of the United Nations Protection Force and
the dedicated humanitarian service rendered by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

It io obvious, however, that much more needs to be done to bring an end to

this cruel conflict,
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The report of the Special Rapporteur reveals that a peaceful resolution
of the crisis does not seem immineat and, in his words, the principal
objective of the military conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina is the
establishment of ethnically homogenous regions. “Ethanic cleansing” appears to
be not the consequence of the war but rather its goal. This goal, to a large
extent, has already been achieved thr.ugh killing, torture, rape and other
forms of atrocities, Conservative estimates indicate that over 100,000 people
have been killed in Serbian attacks and that nearly half a million are likely
to perish from exposure and starvation during the coming winter, If this were
to happen, we need to ponder seriously over the recent comment of the Foreign
Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr, Haris Silajdaie, in Germany that:

“Bosnia and Rerzegovina is the beginning of the end of peace and order in

post-war Europe".

The need has become even more imperative in the face of Serbia's brazen
violation of the resolutions of the security Council and the London Peace
Accords on the former Yugoslavia.

In his letter of 4 November 1992 to the President of the Security
Council, the Permanent Representative of Bosnia and Herzeyovina pointed out
that the Serbian violation of their commitments, thelr intensification of
"ethnic cleansing”, particularly of Muslims, their maintenance of
concentration camps, the retention and application of heavy weapons for
inflicting civilian casualties on civilian townships, the increasing number of
alr attacks, the deliberate disruptions of heating, gas, electricity, and
supply lines, and the intersification of efforts for the conquest of Bosnja
and Herzegovina, with a view to completing their abhorrent plan of "ethnic

cleansing” before a negotiated and constitutional arrangement is concluded
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under international pressure. According to Lord Owen, some vested interests
were using the "gaping holes"” in the present embargo to supply Serbia with
petroleum products down the Danube, across the Romanian, Bulgarian and
Macedonian border, or from the Adriatic Coast.

We are now facing a situation whereby, through the brutal use of force
and the despicable policy of "ethnic cleansing” and other atrocities, Serbia
has acquired over 70 per cent of the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It
would be regrettable if the Security Council remained a silent spectator while
Serbia continued to flout the Council's decision by persisting in its policies
of aggrandizement and genocide. Bangladesh firmly believes that the Council
must ¢isplay political determination to enforce its decision to reverse
Serbian aggression by taking appropriate measures under Chapter VII of the
Charter. Bangladesh cannot accept any seizure of territory by force. The
solution to the crisis must ensure the sovereignty, independencs and
territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 8So great has been the
anguish and disappointment in the worsening tragic situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, that the people of Bangladesh have expressed profound indignation
at the unacceptable turn of events in that tragic country. In view of the
sensitivity of public opinion in my country on the issue, the Bangladesh
Parliament discussed it at length recently and condemned the aggression
against Bosnia. in a resolution the Parliament urged the Security Council to
adopt appropriate measures to end Serbian atrocities against the men, women

and children of Bosnia.
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The sanctions already imposed must, of course, be strictly enforced so
that a clear message is sent to Serbia that the international community wishes
to see an end to its abominable policies. The loopholes in the sanctions
régime must be closed,

A strong signal should be conveyed to the Serbjans from this debate that
they must release all prisoners and detalnees from the concentration camps and
abolish all such camps immediately. Serbia must be made to realize that by
pursuing the policy cf “ethnic cleansing” it has violated the 1948 Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and that it will
therefore be held responsible for its crimes against humanity.

My delegation, like other delegations, strongly advocates that the
Security Council serxiously consider and create safety zones, land coxridors
and no-fire zones under United Nations protection ia Bosnia and Herzegovina
where refugees would be supported with relief assistance and food. The
Security Council should also consider expansion of the mandate of the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) and an increase in its strength to enable
it to protect the personnel of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and other relief agencies in the fulfilment of their numanitarian
responsibilitiesn.

Successive resolutions by the Council have failed to contain Serbian
expansionist designs and its policy of “ethnic cleansing”. Although the
rasolution on an arms embargo against former Yugoslavia was meant for the
aggressor, its effect on Lhe victims of aggression has been disastrous. 1In
the face of the heavily equipped Serbs and their organized means of obtaining

arms and ammunition supplies, the Bosnian minorities have remained helpless
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targets of extermination. To prevent their total extinction they must be
permitted to exercise their inherent right of self-defence against their enemy
in accordance with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. We therefore
share the views of other delegations that have espoused partial and selective
lifting of the arms embargo in resolution 713 (1991). That would enable the
Bosnians to defend themselves and deter the Serbi..ns from pursuing a policy of
expar-<ionism, and it would also induce the latter to sit down at the
negotiating table to find a political settlement. At the same time, if che
Serbs continue their blatant violation of Security Council resolutions and the
London Peace Accords my delegation feels that the Council should consider,
sooner rather than later, the inevitability of taking collective enforcement
measures to ensure compliance with the Council's decisions. Agreement to take
such a decision may be a difficult one to achieve, but once reached, it would
be a giant forward step towards deterring expansionism by bigger nations at
the expense of weaker and smaller neighbours.

Even as we debate this issue here and now, the Bosnians' miseries
continue, not Just from the cold and bitter winter but from the tightening of
the Serbian stranglehold as well. The events in Bosnia are not merely a sad
commentary on our times. The situation there may become an unhappy reflection
of the Security Council's capabilities at a time when the world community is
putting increasing confidence in its ability to be more effective in the cause
of peace and security. When in the recent past we saw the Councii act in
unison to uphold order with justice, our hope in the system was raised. We
cannot and must not allow it to dissipate. Our faith will surely wither with
the mounting sorrows of Bounia. The Council has no option but to act

resolutely and to act now, It must adopt a strong and effective
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resolution and implement it with determination., To reinvigorate our trust in
the Council, this human tragedy must be brought to a speedy end. The Council
has an opportunity to do so. My delegation has every confidence that the
Council will not let it pass.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Bangladesh for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker on my list is the representative of Semegal. I invite
him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. CISSE (Senegal)(interpretacion from French): 8ir, your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council is a real source of
satisfaction to my delegation, both because of your personal qualities and
because of the excellent relations that exist between Hungary and Seneqgal. I
should like to begin, therefore, by extending to you my warmest
congratulations and by expressing my appreciation to your predecessor,
Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée, Permanent Represemtative of France, for the
important work accomplished during the past month.

The considerable efforts exerted by the international community and the
numerous resolutions adopted by the Security Council on the tragic situation
in Bosnia and Herzegovina have not prevented it from deteriorating and verging
on the intolerable and the unacceptable.

For more than six months that country, a Member of the Organization, has
been a victim of outright and unpunished aggression, of all kinds of
violations of its sovereignty and of the most fundamental human rights,
Today, we are witnesaing the gradual annihilation of the Bosnian people by
killings, imprisonment and the dispersal of refugees wherever they can gain

entry. In the nmamc of human solidarity., respect for internatjonal morality
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and the Chirtor of our Organization, the Senegalese delegation expresses its
complete solidarity with that abused and battered country.

The Bosnian people can no longer be satisfied with our coudolences and
expressions of compassior while they continue to be the victims of collectlive
killings, of detention in the conditions we know prevail in the persecution
camps and of forced expulsions from their territory. Those sufferings have
been compounded by the unacceptable practices of “"ethnic cleansing”,
reniniscent of one of the most calamitous periods in human history.

Furthermore, the people of Bosnia cannot understand - nor can the
delegation of Senegal - how the Security Covncil, the gharantor of
international peace and security, can fail to provide them with the means to
exercise, in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter, their right to
self.defence wvhen the aggressor, generously and regularly supplied with
weapons in violation of the embargo to which it is, in principle, subject, is
daily stepping up the destruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its
defenceless populations,

In this connection it is regrettable that, despite the relevant
provisions of Security Council resolution 781 (1992), the city of Jajce,
beasleged on 26 and 27 October 1992, has now been occupied, its inhabitants
compelled to abandon thoir homes and possessions snd forced to swell the ranks
of Bosnian refugees now exposed to hunger, cold, disease and misfortune.

In addition, eccording to the most recent estimates of the International
Committee of the Red Cross and other intermational observers, some 400,000
Bosnians could die because of harsh winter weather. As things are going, that

eatimate could well prove to be optimistic.
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For its par:t the European Economic Community has been making important
efforts on behalf of Bospnia and Herazegovina, but we are unfortunately forced
to acknowledge that the results achieved are not yet commensurate with the

gravity of the situation.



8/PV.3137
116

(Mr. Cissé, Sepegal)

Por all these reasons, and given that the aggression against Bosnia and
Herzegovina continues in utter contempt for resolutions 752 (1992) and
757 (1992), it is the view of the Senegal delejation that the Security Council
should urgently take the necessary measures, first, to reaffirm the need tor
all States strictly to respect the territorial integrity and full sovereignty
of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina; and, secondly, to authorize the
Bosnian people to exercise, in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter, its
inherent right to self-defence and enable it, through lifting the arms embargo
now in effect, to obtain the necessary means to eansure its survival.

It is recognized that the Serbs of Bosnia and Herzegovina are receiving
all the weaponry they need from outside. To deprive the Bosnian people of
equal opportunity is tantamount to letting it be annihilated, I am of the
opinion that 1ifting the embargoc is a factor that could discourage the
aggressors or contain their destructive geal.

I understand those who oppose such a measure. HNone the less, between the
risk of conflicts spinning ou: of control and getting worse and the risk of
witnessing the physical disappearance of a country and its people, my
preference is for the lesser evil: safeguarding the Bosnian people and
seeking tho means of preventing the lifting of the embargo from broadening the
scope of the conflict.

In conclusion I would reiterate my delegation's appreciation of the
consistent attention the Security Council and the Secretary-Gemeral are giving
the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina. At the same time I wish to thank
UNPROFOR, the specialized agencies of the United Nations and Mr. Cyrus Vance
and Lord Owen for their total commitmeni to the restoration of peace im Bosnia

and Herzegovina.
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Pgace will come only when all the prisonerz and refugses of Bosnia and
Herzegovina can return to their homes and see their rights restored, when
"ethnic cleansing” and its consequences have disappeared, and whea a
Constitution recognizing the territorial integrity of that country has been
established,

The Security Council has a complex task before it. That is why we feel
such anguish,

The_ PRESIDENT (interpretation from Fremch): I thank £ho
representative of Senegal for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representacive of Bosnia and Herzegovina. I call
upoa him.

Mr. MISIC (Bosnia and Herzayovina): Allow me, Mr. President, to
extend my deep appreciation to you for convening chese meetings of the
Socurlty Council in respect of the horrific situation in my country. Allow me
also to exprass my gratitude to the Cuntact Group of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference for its role in bringing about these meetings. FPinally X
wish to express my deep appreciation to all delegations, from that of
Afghanistan to that of Zimbabwe, that have spokea in our support at these
meetings.,

Let me also say that my delegation was deeply puzzled by the
participation of a representative of the so-called government of the so-called
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the work of this body, especlally when ons
considers the conclusions of the Security Council in its resolution 777 (199%2)
and Genoral Agmaubly rasolution 46/242.

There appears to be no legal precedent or procedure that would ailow the

delegation in question to participate in these discussions, and we believe
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that this was done by the Jouncil strictly out of good will. But it seems to
we that good will towards the Belgrade régime has again failed to pay.

Mr. Djokic told this Ccuncil what his Government has done so far to
contribute to the peaceful resolution of the war in Bosnia. The word “"war" is
an juonappropriate notion. It cannot be callad a war when hsavily armad forces
are fighting barehanded civiliasns. He has obviously confused notions. He has
tried to camouflage terroriam and introduce it as though it were simply a
war, That is nothing suprising. In fact Mr., Djokic told the Council what his
Government has promised to do. If Mr, Djokic's Government fulfilled its
promises, the aggression in Bosnia and He:segovina would already be over.

In addition, he did not tell the Council anything that his Goverameant has
even tried to do. Instoad of choosing a conciliatory approach, instead of
being an envoy vho is a little self-cricical who coaveys messages of good will
if not of good deeds, he has repeated most of the old insinuations used by
Serbian propagandists and their masters since the onset of the crisis in
former Yugoslavia. To blame Bosnian Muslims, Croats and Busnian leaders,

Mr. Djokic has ajyais‘elaborated old, unfouuded accusations that the Belgrade
leaders used as justification of their aggression, abhorrent "ethanic
cleensing” and genccide in Bosnia and Heraegovina. Indeed, he has offered
some new and alas acain distorted “facts", fabricated and signed with the same
hand that has left its bloody signature in the Bosnian wounds.

Allowing Mr. Djokic to address the Security Council today, I am afraid

that we in this Chamber all got more than we bargained for.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Members will have
received copies of a revised text of the draft resolution sponsored by
Belgium, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Graat Britain
and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. contained in
ducument S/24808/Rev.1l.

I should like to draw the attention of members to a changs in the text:
all references to Bosnia and Herzegovina should be understood to refer to the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

It is my understanding that the Council is now ready toc vote on the
revised draft resolution before it. Unless I bear any objection, I shall now
put the draft resolution to the vote. It is s0 decided.

I shall now call upon those representatives who would like to make a
statemant betore the vote.

Mr. LI Daoyu (China) (interpretation from Chinese): With regard to
the present situation ia Bosnia and Herzegovina, our persistent position is
that various parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina must immediately cease fire.
The couflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina should be settled peacefully through
dialogue and negotiations among all tho parties concerned. We are not in
favour of the use of force in whatever form.

In our view, all the international efforts should be conducive tc an
early negotiated settlement of the di<ferences and disputes rather than
complicating the situation. We are in favour of urging ali the parties in
Bosnia and Herzegovina immediately to cease their hostilities and seek a

political 3olution to the conflict through negotiations,
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We support the positive efforts made by the International Conference on
the Former Yugoslavia, and especially the Co-Chairmen of the Steering
Committees.

We are also in favour of calliug for the immediate cessation of all forms
of interfereance from outside Bosnia and Herzegovina and the cessation of 11l

violations of international humanitarian law.
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We appreciate and support all the humanitarian relief etforts made by the
international community and urge all parties and others concerned to cooperate
fully with a view to ensuring the smooth delivery of humanitarian assistance
and the safety of United Nations and other personnel engaged in the delivery
of humanitarian assistance. Some of the elements included in the draft
resolution contained in document §/24808, which will be put to the vote, are
in conformity with tha foregoing position of China and are acceptable to us.

However, some of the contents of the present draft resolution are aimed
at further strengthening the sanctions againgt Yugoslavia. It is known to all
that on the occasion when Security Council resolution 757 (1992) was adopted,
the Chinese delegation pointed out that sanctions would not help solve the
problem, that they would, on the conmtrary, further aggravate the situation in
the former Yugoslavia and create serious consequences affecting the lives of
the people in the region and the economy of the neighbouring States.
Therefore, we cannot accept such contents. It also needs to be pointed out
that it is irappropriate for the draft resolution to refer to the report of
the Special Rapporteur on ruman rights., It is not within the purview of the
Security Council to handle the human-rights issue.

Since the draft resolution coatains both elements acceptable to us and
‘lements unacceptable to us, the Chinese delegation will abstain in the voting
on this draft resolution.

Finally., I should like to reiterate once again that the Chinese

ncornad in Bosnia and
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Govermmeni and peopls strongly urg
Herzegovina to act in the interest of all the psople there, turn swords into
ploughshares and replace hatred with reconciliation, and, with the help of the
international community, find an appropriate and fair solution to their

conflict within the framework of the International Conference.
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Mr, MUMBENGEGW] (Zimbabwe): On 30 May 1992, when this Council
considered the adoption of resolution 757 (1992), Zimbabwe expressed serious
doubts about the validity of the underlying assumptions that led to the
adoption of that resolution. Put crudely, the assumption was that the
relationship between the Bosnian Serbs and the Serbian Serbs was that of the
puppet and the puppeteer. On this assumption, it was therefore logical that
the best way to immobilize the puppet was to exert pressure on the puppeteer
through a tough regime of economic and other sanctionms.

Those who have worked closely on efforts to resolve the crisis in Bosnia
and Herzegovina over the past six months can testify that the Bosnian Serbs
are anything but the puppets of Belgrade. Of course this is not to say that
Belgrade is totally devoid of influence. But, thea, there is an important
distinction between the ability to control and the ability to influence. As
we all know, the ability to influence has its limitatioms. If this Council
were to impose punitive sanctions on all countries that are perceived to have
influence on one party or the other in the various conflict situations around
the globa, we would have a very long list indecd.

The irony of the present situation is that the country targeted for
punitive measures, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, withdrew its forces
from Bosnia and Hercagovina some six months ago. Yet, as we consider further
measures against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the draft resolution
before us, there are thousands of foreign troops in Bosnia and Herzegovina who
have repeatedly defied the resolutions of the Council calling for their
withdrawal. No punitivo measures are being considered by the Council in spite
of this continuing act of defiance. All that the Council is prepared to do i3

reaffirm its call for elements of the Croatian army to be withdrawn.
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The evolution of the crisis in Bosnia and Lerzegovina over the past six
months has done nothing to erase our original doubts. In fact, available
evidence does not make it possible for my delegation to adopt a position on
the draft resolution before us differeat from the position we took on
resolution 757 (1992). My delegation therefore will abstain on this draft
resolution.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Freanch): I shall now put to the
vote the draft resolution contained in document 5/24808/Rev.l, as orally
revised, in its provisional form.

A _vote was taken by a ghow of hands.

in _favour: Austria, Belgium, Cape Verde, Ecuador, France, Hungary.,
India, Japan, Morocco, Russian Federation, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Irelend, United States of
America, Venezuela

Agalnst: None

Abstaining:s China, Zimbabwe

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): There were 13 votes in
favour, none against and 2 abstentions. The revised draft resolution, as
orally revised, in its provisional form, has therefore been adopted as
resolution 787 (1992).

I shall now call on representatives who wish to make a statement
following the voting.

Mr. HOHENFELLNER (Austria): Austria voted in favour of resolution
787 (1992) because it contains a number of necessary elements. One is a
reaffirmation of previous demands by the Security Council addressed in

particular to the Serbian side. Another is the tightening of the sanctions
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regime. Sanctions are not aimed at the population of Serbia and Montenegro:
they are designed to bring about a change of policy in Belgrade. Todey's
decision of the CTouncil shkould also contribute to more effective
implementation of sanctions.

The resolution also reflects the Austrian proposal to create safe areas
in Bosnia and Herzegovina., The rapid establishment of such areas would be a
decisive contribution to alleviating the problem of refugees and displaced
persons, which has reached such dramatic proportions that it has largely
exhausted the capacities of other States to provide even tamporary refuge.
Once such gafe areas are established, they should not only provide safety for
their present iphabitants but also encoursge others to return to their former
homes.

Today we have invited the Secretary-General to study the possibility of
and the requirements for such areas. Obviously, in the light of the
horrendous plight of the population concerned, this cannot he an academic
exercise. Consequently, we hope that the Secretary-General will urgently
examine this iscue and report to the Security Council as soan as possible in
order to enable us to take the necessary decisions before it is too late.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): There are no further
names on the list of speakers. The Security Council has thus concluded the
present stage of its consideration of the item oan its agenda. The Security

Council will remain seized of the matter.

Ihe meeting groge at 7.40Q p.m.
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