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The meeting was called to order at 10,40 a.m.

ADCPTION OF THE AGENDA
The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
LETTER DATED 5 OCTOBER 1992 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES OF EGYPT, THE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, PAKISTAN, SAUDI ARABIA, SENEGAL AND TURKEY
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (§/24620)
LETTER DATED 4 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRECIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL (S/24761,
LETTER DATED ¢ NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF BELGIUM
TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDHESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(8724785)
LETTER DATED 9 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE

TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(6/24786)

{

The PRESIDENT (interpretation trdm French): Ir accordance with the
decisions taken at previous meetings on the item, I invite the representative
of Bosnia snd Herzegovina to take a place at th; Council table; I invite the
representatives of Afghanistan, Albania, Azerbaijan, Canada. the Comoros,
Croatia, Egypt, Germany, Indonesia, ths Islamic Republic of Iran, Italy.
Jordan, Ruwait, Lithuania, Malaysia, Norway, Pakistan, Qatar, Romania,
Senegal, Slovenia, Tunisia, Turkey and Ukraine to take the places reserved for

them at the side of ths Couacil Chamber; I invite the represeantative of

Palestine to take the place reserved for him at the side of the Council

Chamber,
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for him at the side of the Gouncil Chamber.

The PBESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to inform
members of the Council that I have received letters from the representatives
of Greace, Malta and the United Arab Emirates in which they request to be
invited to participate in the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda.
In accordance with the usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the
Council, to invite those representatives to participate in the discussion,
wichout the right to vote, in conformity with the relevant provisions of the
Charter end rule 37 of the Council)’'s provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French)s The Council will now

resune its consideration of the item on the agenda.

Members of the Council have before them document £/24808, which coatains
the text of a draft resolution submitted by Belgium, France, the Russian
Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United Statea of America.

I should like to draw the attention of members of the Council to docuhent

8/24798, which contains the text of a letter dated 12 November 1992 frem the
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(The Presideant)

Permanent Repireasentative of Bosnia and Hersagovina to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General.

Mr. VORONTISQV (Russian Federation) (interpretation from Russiar):
First of all, I should like to congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the
presidency of the Security Council, a post of great respomsibility, for the
month of November, £&ud I assure you of the ful! support of the Russian
Federation in your aifficult but very important work. I should also like, on
behalf of the delegation of the Russian Federation, to thank your predecessor,
the Ambassador of France, for the very skilful and precise way in which he
conducted our meetings last month.

The Rusaisn Fedsration feels the gravest alarm over the conflict in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which continnes desp.ta all the efforts made within
the Security Council and elsaevhere. We are deeply concerned over reports of
the dexsth of thousands of peaceful citizens, flagrant mass violations of human
rights, violations of the norms of humanitarian law and, in particular, the
continuing reprehen=ible practice of “ethnic cleansing", which has spread like
the plague and afflicted every national group in the population,

The Security Couacil must adopt firm measures to bring about a cessation
of this conflict, which has brought immeasurable suffering to the peaceful
population and is a threat to inte:uational peace and security. It is
ictolerable that merely to satisfy the political ambitcions of some political
leaders, people should be killing each other and devastating the soil of
Bosnia and Hersegovina, where dlverse ethnic and religious groups have lived
in peace and harmony for decades. All the inhabitants of the country who are
involved in this conflict must proserve thelr experlence of coexistence and

remember that iz the future they must continue tc¢ live togetker slide by side
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(Mr. Vorontsov, Russian Federation)
and must join together in building the futurs of a new, independent Bosuia and
Herzegovina,

All parties to the conflict must understand that there is no alternative
to a political settlaoment of the crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina and that any
attempts to bring about a military solution to these problems by force of
arms, in particular by establishing so-called ethnically pure States,
constitute a crime against their own peoples and against all mankind.

The world community is deeply alarmed at the Yugoslav crisis,
particularly at the continuing tragedy of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
Security Council has kept this problem at the centre of its dally activities
for months and has taken a number of difficult but essential decisions aimed
at settling it. Constant efforts are being made within the context of ths
machinery established by the London conference on the former Soclialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia, and we should llke to express our profound gratitude
to the Cu-Chairmen of the Stmering Committee, Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord OQwen,
and all their colleagues for selflessly and ceaselessly persevering in their
work to pave the way for the essential gozl of peace in formar Yugoslavia, We
also valus highly the noble efforts made by Mrs. Ogeta, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, and the staff of her Office (UNHCR) to
alleviate the trials and triliulations of hundreds of thousands of Yugoslav
refugess, as well as the efforts of Mr. Mazowiecki, Special Rappurteur of the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights, to put 2n end to flagrant
violations of the norms of humanitariam law and to save the lives of men,

women and children.
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(Mr. Vorontsov, Russian Federation)

One cannut say that all these efforts have thus far bess futile, and ve
have hope that contacts and nagotiations between the parties to the coanflict
will finally lead to a truly lasting cease-fire and the baginning of a process
of political settlement in Bosnia and Herzegovina., If that gosl is to be
reached, howsver, we must enyure strict and full compliance with all decisions
already adopted by the Security Council. Only in that way can the flames of
the conflict be extinguished and a peaceful life re-established in the

suffering land of former Yugoslavia.
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(Mc. Vorontsov, Russian Federation)
That is what ve see as the essence of the present discussion in the Security
Council on the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and on the draft resolution
prepared by several members of the Council, including the Russian Federation.

The Araft resolution takes as its premise that the cessation of military
activities and of the blockade of Sarajevo and other cities in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the demilitarization and transfer to United Nations control of
heavy weapons and the effective implementation of the ban on military flights
over the territory of that country would all counstitute an important step .
towards de-escalating the military conflict and improving the situation in the
country. Of course, & cease-fire must be accompanied by the withdrawal from
the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina of all elements of foreign armed
forces and para-military formations, including units of the Croatian army.
This is particularly important buceuse of reports of orfensive operations
carried out by Croatian units in the western areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
which could lead to the venewali of large-scale military activities. We also
cannot but be concerned sbout reports of continning arms deliverles and of the
participation in military sctivities of volunteers from scme other countries
situated far fron the area f conflict.

The preseat situation requires the adoption of practical measures to
intensify the monitoring of compliance with ths armg erbargo established under
Security Couacil resoluticns 713 {1991) and 724 (1991; thkroughout the former
Socizlist Pederal Republic of Yugoslavis, including Bosnia and Hergegoviuna, so
a2 ta provent the warveening and gpraad of wilitary activities and the further
loss of 1lifc.,

Obviousiy, there must also be compliance with Security Council redgolution

757 (1992), which established trade and ocomnomic sanctions agalnst the
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(Mr. Vorontsov, Russiap Federation)
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. As members are all aware, the purpose of
those sanctions f{s to induce Balgrade to put an end to interference by
extremist elements in the Bosnian crisis and to help bring about an early
settlement. The sanctions are intended specifically to curb those extremists
and are not aimed at the people of the country. The proposed draft resolution
does not provide for an extension of those sanctions - it does not contain
such a reference. It merely removes loopholes for by-passing them - a
situation that does occur, as members know - and creustes a system for
effective mounitoring of compliance with the sanctions.

We hope that the Government of Mr. Milan Panic and all those who support
it will take the vigorous specific actions necessary for the prompt cessation
of the fratricidal conflict and for the effective promotion of national
reconcilietion and cooperatiom among the varicus athnic groups in Bosnia and
Kerzegovina., Progress along that path will undoubtedly lead to an easing and
subsequontly to the complete 1ifting of the sanctions. That is our goal, and
the sooner it is achieved the better.

We support the efforts made by democratic peace-loving forces in former
Yugoslavia, which have been striving to eliminate the reasons that resulted in
the imposition of United Nations sanctions and that led to the international
isolation of Yugoslavia. We hope that we may soon see the time when the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia will take its rightful place in the world
community.

A Rey issue in a political settlement in Bosnia and Herscgovina is

unquestionably the preparation and adoption by the purties, within the
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(Mc. Voxoutauv, Russian Federation)
framework of the Geneva negotiating machinery in the International Conference,
of a constitutional structure for the country. We believe that the draft
proposed by the Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee for such a structure is
a gcod basis for the prompt achievement of an agresament. We would like to lay
special emphasis on the absolute necessity of preserving the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Bosania and Hersegovina., The world community will
never accept a policy of fait accompil in a de facto partition of the country,
or attempts to changs present bhorders by force.

Quite recently, during his visit to the United Kingdom, President Yeltsin
of the Russian PFedaration spoke with alarm about the danger of national
chauvinism elevated to the level of State policy. He observed that this
danger is felt both in the countrios of Burope and in the new States that have
arisen on the rulns of the former Soviet Union. He called for vigilance to
prevent a repetition of the errors already committed in the first haif of the
twentieth century and urged a resolute defence of democratic values.

I wish to express our hope that the Security Council's present discussion
of the situation in Bosnis and Hersegovina, like the draft resolution we shall
adopt, will help to ensure that the parties to the conflict give loriqul
thought to the responeibility they bear to their peoples, that they think
about the peoples’ future and that they put an immediate end to the
fratricidal warfare and go on to make genuine efforts almecl at achleving a
political settlement. We also hope that all other States will, through active

and nraatioal Asads; holp to bring ahaut a stahle nasse in the Balbkane,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French)s X thank the

representative of the Russian Federation for his kind words addressed to me.



8/PV.3136
9
Mg, AYALA LASSO (Ecuador) (interpretation from Spanish): I should
1ike to congratulste you, Sir, on chairing the Council for this month, and I
assure you of the full cooperation of the delegation of Ecuador in helping the
Council's work end with tho success that wa are sure it will achieve.

We should also like to pay tribute to Ambassador Mérimée of France for
the outstanding manner in which he guided tha deliberations of the Council
last month.

When the Security Council adopted its first resolution on the crisis in
Yugoslavia on 25 Septembsr 1991, Ecuador stated that its approach to the issue
would be aimed fundamentally at promoting a comprehensive, negotisted and
peaceful solution to the conflict. It added that any just and lasting
solution must be based on the principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Mations and in international law, It drew particular attention to the
principles of the condemnation of the threat or use of force as a meaus for
settling disputes, of respect for the independence, sovereignty and
territorial iutegrity of States, of the non~recognition of any change of
borders imposcd by force and of respect for human rights, including proper
recognition of the rights of minorities.

Sincy thet time the international community has witnessed the progressive
worsening of the situation in former Yugoslsvis., The Becurity Council has
resolutely striven ¢o prevent the deterioration ot the situation and has
responded energetically and creatively to s crisis that has only coatinued to
worsen. Twenty-two resolutions and numercus presidentisl stetements are
evidence of this.

For their part, such regional bodies as the Buropean Communities and the

Conference on Security and Cooperation in Burope (CSCE) have devoted attention
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(Mx. Avala Lasso. Ecuador)
to the crisis. As a result, an ad hoc mechaniam - the London Conferencs, of
which the Secretary-General is co-Chairman - has besen set up.

I should like to place on record my country‘s appreclation of the
Secretary-General's valuable costributions and his constant conceran for a

resolution of that brutal and prolonged crisis.
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(Mr. Ayala Lasgo. Ecuador)

From resolution 713 (1991) onward, the Security Council has strongly
supported the regional efforts to resolve the Yugoslav crisis and has taken
steps in fulfilment of its primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security. This is the context in which we should view
the arms embargo, the establishment of the United Nations Protection Force
(UNPROFOR) and the successive expaunsions of UNPROFOR's mandate, the sanctions
imposed againat the Pederal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
because of its failure to comply with the resolutions of the Comncil, the
measures designed to keep Sarajevo airport operating and the ban on military
flights over the airspace of Bo.inia and Herzegovina.

The Becurity Council has resolutely sought to contribute to a
comprehensive, negotiated political solution to the crisis because it
believes, furthermore, that this would be the best and most effective way to
put an end to the dearh, the destruction and the terrible suffering that have
bearn engendsred and are continuing to take place in Bossia and Herzegovina.
Thus, humanitarian concerns ere at the root of all the Council's resolutioas,
espscially those that seek to facilitate the distribution of assistance to
innocent populations, that condemn violations of international humsnitarian
law or that concern the establichment of a Commission to investigate war
crimes which will focus on punishiang the perpetrators.

The emergence of the unspsakable crims of “ethnic cloansing" has shaken
the conasclence of the Council members and of the international community as a
whole and has led to a quick, world-wide reaction. Heast-rending memorjes of
the darkest era in recent aistory have bsen awakened to new l.fe and demand
that 8a end is put to this crime, and to the mass exterminstiors of imnocenrt

people, to the concentration camps and to the forced expulsions, with their
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(Mr. ..yala Lasso. Ecuador)
resulting masses of Aisplaced persons and refugees. The perpetrators of these
crimes will not manage to get off scot free.

Despite the dynamic action taken by the Security Council, it must be
acknowledged that the crisis in Yugoslavia, and the situation in Bosnia ana
Heraegovina in particular, appear to be getting progressively worse. The
Muslim population in Bosnia and Herzegovina is struggling desperately against
a powerful enemy who is armed to the teeth and - there is no doubt - can count
on not only political encouragement but also maturial assistance from outside.

The policy of “ethnic cleansing” is continuing to create waves of
refugees while the Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to expand their
control over territory there. It is becoming increasingly clear that a
status quo is being established that aims to be based on faits accomplis.

Many think that the Security Council, a collegiate body, has not taken
the decisions it ought. Given the circumstances, the Council has done what it
could. However, I think that wo need to think very hard about what the
international staie of affairas actually is at the moment and how we can adapt
our Organization to meet the requirement: of peace and security in our
changing world.

The actions of the Unitel Nations in reccat years has earned it
uaquestionnble preri.ige and coilective gratitude. Substantive measures must
be takea to aveid reducing or calling into question the effectiveness of our
actions. Ii this wore to weappen, the credibiiity of the United Nations would
rapidly be oroded and th very survival of worlA peace would be jeopardized.

This is the .nternatiomal contexv i, which these meetings of the Sacurity
Council aro teking place. Tiv enuntiios ta.: requested then did so because
they were faithf 11, raofle~cirg L 1 consclen.o of *he cenmunity of nations.

Leaving to une 8'.y fuy reis.ubiou o Couns.? is about to afspt, which
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(Mx. Avala Lasso, Ecyador)
we all hope will have effects that are positive, rapid and sufficient, the
very fact that these meetings are being held - in which we have heard and will
continue to hear the voices of a very large group of countries united in
condemning aggression, in requesting assistance and cooperation with the
victims and in proclaiming the supremacy of the principles of law - ia the
most serious condemnation and the most eloguent warning that the United
Nations can address to the guilty parties.

Now it is not just the Security Council that is speaking out ia
legitimate exercise of its prerogatives and representing all the States
Mambers of tho United Nations. It is the whole internstional community whose
voice has made itcelf heard in the statements by all those who have
participated and are yet to participate iz these meetings of the Council which
is warning and condemning, and announcing that it is not disposed to allow
barbarism to triumph over civilization, force over the rule of law, “ethnic
cleansing"” over equality between all human beings, or inflamgd nationalisms
over community feeling.

I should like to highlight the importcance of the statsmencs
Mr. Cyzus Vance, Lord Ouvon and Mre. Sadako Ogata and Mr. Masowiecki made when
we began our work. Their views were, as always, objective asd enlightening,
their assessments of che situation dispassionate and thorough. I wish to
express my Government's gratitude for their invaluable contributions to the

cause of peace snd to the elimination of human suffering in the former

Many of the States whose representatives have spoken at these meetings
have asked that the Council decide to lift the arms embargo as it relates to
Bosnia and Herazegovina. The premises on which this request - which ultimately

has to do with tho sxercise of the right of legitimate individual and
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(Mr._Ayalo Lasaso, Ecusdor)
collective defenca of every State - are guite understandable. However, I &o
not think chat the messure that is being reguestsd would be a positive
contribution to the cause of peace. Violence will not be sliminated by
increasing the flow of arms. Also, the geography and topography of the regloan
could mean that the flows of arms would be eanily diverted and go to swell the
arsenals of the agressors and wculd therefore not sefeguard the rights of the
victims they were intended to protect.

It has been said, und rightly so, that both the arms embargo promulgatsd
by resolution 713 (1991) and the sanctions imposed under resolution 757 (1992)
have been and are being fregquently violated. It is a fact that the lack of
surveillance and control systems and of compulsory provisions or machinery
have borans on this falilure to comply with these resolutions.

The Committee set up under resolution 724 (1991) Las been acting, in
respect of the arms embargo, on the basis of the complaints submitted to it,
which has been on very few occasions and which reguires the cooperation of the
very States that are accused of violating the embargo. This lsst factor has
obviously seriocusly restricted the outcome of these investigations.

With respect to resolution 737 (1692), the political complexities and the
geocgraphy of the region has made it easy not to fulfil the bans that have been
put ig place. 7ne trsasshipment of goods through the territory of Yugoslavia
(Berbia ans Montenegro) has led to chronic violations of resolution
787 (1992)., The Sanctions Comnittee has adopted measures regarding shipping
on the Danube and on ships in which Yugoslavia (Serbia and Moutensgro) bas a

controlling interest, and these have been picked up in the draft resolution
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before us; they will, without a doubt, improve observance of resolution
757 (1992). The same should be ssid of the new bans that will be placed on
goods transiting Yugoslavia.

Ecusdor Felieves that the provisions, in the draft resolution, for
controlling -itime shipping the appeal to the ripariasn States to adopt the
necessary surveillance measures and the deployment of observers ua the
frontiers of Bosnia snd Hersegovina are positive, very important elemen-.s
vhich will make it possible for the objectives lo(;. out by the Security Counci.
to be achieved.

Ecuador of course belisves that, sbove and beyond these coniidsraticas,
there is a nged for solidarity with suffering human beings, and this is why
humanitarisn assistance activities should have priority support. My country
is grateful to and encourages all :hose who are contributing econom’-ally or

by other means to the humanitarian assistaace program.es.
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Bosnia and Hersegovina must survive as an independent and sovereign State
within its own legitimate borders, organiazing itself internally in a form
freely chosen by its constituents, a form in which the human rights of all are
respected, without undue outsicd» interference. The community of nations is
ready to fulfil its obligations under the United Wations Charter in order to
ensure this outcome. That is the message which the draft resolution before us
wishes to send out to everyone, especially to the aggressors. That is why
Ecuador will vote in favour of its adoption.

The PRESIDENT (interpretacion from French): I thank the
representative of Ecuador for his kind words addressed to me.

Mr, ARRIA (Venaszusla): I should like to commend ana congratulate
you, Sir, oa your presidency over our work this month. J assure you of our
full support in your important task. I should also 1ike to pay a tribute to
Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée of France, who presided over our deliberations
so effectively and akilfully in October.

I should 1ike to begin by expressing our gratitude to Mrs, Ogata, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and to General Nambiar,
commander of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR), who have earned
the international community’'s recognition for their noble and valiant
efforts., We note that, despite all the limitations and constraints on them,
they havs brought a tremendous sense of sensitivity and responsibility to this
vory tragic situation,

Racial and religious persecution snd extermination: sgareasicn and armed
violence; concentration camps; breaches of human rights; war crimes; genocide;
violation of sovereigntys the conquest of territory by force; the devastation
of cities: these were the main elements that galvanizad the world into

establishing the United Nations ‘n San Francisce Charter. Barely 47 years
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have passed and ounce again the Security Council and the General Assembly sre
seeing, in the Republic of Bosnia and Herasgovina, the same tragic scenario of
crimes, assaults and aberrant violations of all the norms and principles
embodied in the Charter of this Organization. Our peoples believed that the
world would never again have to undergo such an experience, which tested the
mettle and the will of humanity as a whole. The Serbians, with extraordinary
cruelty, have undertaken to re-enact thase crimes against humanity.

International peace and security in the former Yugoslavia are clearly
baing further undermined. Not only has the Republic of 3osnis and Herzegovina
seen its population and territory decimated, but "ethnic cleansing" policies
are expanding significantly. The most fundamental rights are being violated.
The sanctions regime authorized by this Council has been continously
viclated., The crisis is overflowing into Kosovoc and Vojvodina, and the death
toll among the unprotected population in Bosunia and Herzegovina this winter
could exceed that of the victims of the armed conflict. Concentration camps
remain in operation, FPormer Prime Minister Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur
of the Commission on Human Rights, has informed us that he has evidence that
war ¢rimes have been committted. Resolution 781 (1992) banning military
flights over Bosnia and Herzegovina has boen violated from the very first
day. Heavy weapons in the possession of Serbia, which should be under
international control, continue to devastate the towns of the Republic. The
leader of the Serbian aggression, Radovan Karadzic, describing the situation
of the Muslim population, said tkat they were trapped like rats in a cage.
This L5 o appaiiing state of affairs and one that the international community

cannot accept.
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In the current debate in the Security Council, we have heard fcom the
Co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavias,

Mr, Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen. The international community appreciates and
values their dedication and efforts in that process. Their prestige and
experience unquestionably are and have been of special importance. Their
statemsnts in this debate have strengthened our confidence in them, and it is
precisely for thi reason that I feel bound here to comment on the statement
of former Secretary of State Vance. He said: ‘

“The international community cannot accept non~compliance with these

guidelines.* (5/PV.3134. p. 22)

What are those guidelines to which he refers? They are precisely those that
this Council and the General Assembly have set out in order to tackle and
resolve the enormous tragedy that we are facing.

Mr. Vance reminded us that the Council and the Assembly have called for a
political agreement in accordance with the principles of the United Nations
Charter and the international norms of human rights and humanitarian law. He
reminded us that we have condemned the forced expulsion of citiszens, illegal
detentions and any attempt to change the demographic composition of the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. He reminded us that we had iavoked the
principle of ti.e inviolabllity of borders and non-recognition of their
alteration by force. He reminded us that we called for respect for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. He reminded us that the Council would disavow and reject the
acquisition of territories by force.

Mr. Vance did well to remind us of all these things. His reminder was
very timely, and my delegation fully shares his views, especially those he

expressad when he seid:
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“I q0 ... want to underscore my firm conviction that there can be no
compromise when it comes to respect for the principles of the Charter and
of the international norms of human rights and humanitarian law.”
(8/RV,3134. p. 22)

The Council will undoubt .1y endorse this extraordinary statement by taking
the appropriate action. That is our real mandate from the intermational
community, to which we in the Security Council should respond in accordance
with Article 25 of the Charter. That is our duty.

Lastly, Mr., Vance is absolutely correct in warning us that:

“Given this complex and testing situation, it will require the
strongest resolve of the international community to bring about a durable
cessation of hostilities and compliance with the principles of the
Charter and of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the
decisions of this Council.” (8/PV.3134. p. 16)

I beliove this warning could not be more clear or eloguent. There can be no
compromige with our objectives.

It is not just a question of the vandalizi.ug and destruction of the
Republic and people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is not just that which
calls on us to take action commensurate with a crisis of this magnitude:
there is also the imminent prospect of terrible conflicts, the breakdown of
the demilitarization process in the protected areas of Croatia, and the spread
of the violence against the Albanian populace in Kosovo and the Hungarian

populace in Vojvodina, as well as increasing temsion in Macedonia.
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The pattern of these developments seems to be leading inexorably to a tragedy
of even greater magnitude than the one that we are now facing.

When discussing here the nature of the conflict and the means to be used
to address it, it is fitting, as Members of the Organization, that we should
exercise our responsibility to pause ard reflect and to speak out in no
uncertain terms. That, in my delegation's view, is the obligation which
accompanies the privilege of being a non-permanent member of this body.

In that respect, though, we must admit - and the socner we do so the
better - that the regional organizations, including my own, are ill-prepared
to deal with tragedies of such magnitude and intensity as this. Conventional
methods of peace-keeping and humanitarian assistance do not suffice.
Peace-keeping operactions, in which many countries and non-govermmental
organizations are gemerously and courageously participating, were designed for
situations in which there is consensus and agresment between the parties to
the conflict. That is certainly not the case today. We are faced with a
situation that does not lend itself specifically to a noble coaventional
operation: fundamentally, order must be imposed; yet the forces on the
ground, who face enormous risks, are neither authorized nor equipped for the
task.

It is unimaginable that the local war lords of the fratricidal carnage
in Somalia have seen any action in the former Yugoslavia that would &issuade
them from pursuing their present course. They have seen our resolutions
flouted; they have observed our own insistence on following the conventional
practice of requesting the agreement of the parties before intervening. But
that has only served to legitimize and to give international recognition to

the war lords, who represent no one. This is so because we &re using methods
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that we know to be unsuited to a crisis affecting a country devoid of
political structure.

Cansds, a country that has particular authority by virtue of its great
contribution to the United Natjons, in particulsar its active role in
peace-keeping operations, has launched an intense public debate about the
nature and function of peace-keeping operations. For this reason, and because
of the truth and insight of her words, I want to cite the statemsnt made in
Toronto recently by Canada's Minister of Forcign Affairs, Mrs. Barbara
McDougall. Speaking at a conference entitled, “Adapting to Survival: global
security from Sarajevo to Maastrecht to Rio", she said:

“The nature of peace-keeping is changing. Changing circumstances
require new methods and approaches. Peace-keeping needs to be viewed as
an instrument in the peace process, not as an end in itself. Basically,
we should look critically and creatively at peace-keeping as an
instrument for the administration of conflicts."

And Mrs., McDougall asked:

"Would this be the best instrwnent with which to address the new
kind of ethnic, social and religious conflicts that we see in Moldova,
Somalia, Nagorny-Karabakh and Cambodia? What is the future of
petce-keeping operations im support of humanitarian assistance, as is
the case in Sarajevo, where peace-~keeping is regarded as an $inatrument
to support humanitarian agsistance?"

The quotation concludes:

“The internmational community must consider a more structured
spproach tc these objectives, instead of addressing them on a

case-by-case basis."
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Venesuela will vote in favour of this new draft resolution - the

twenty-third in fact - just as we have consistently been supporting the
activities of the international community to put an end to this intolerable
conflict., But we must place on record our profound concern at the fact that
we have not yet found the ways and means of putting such resolutions into
effect and of ensuring compliance with them. Countries that are genuinely
capable of doing so bear continuing responsibility for the potential loss of
the Security Council’'s credibility and prestige. Should that occur, it would
have incalculable - indeed, inexcusable - effects on other conflicts in the
world.

Zhe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Venezuela for his kind words addressed to me.

Me. MUMBENGECWI (Z2imbabwe): Mr. President, allow me to express my
delegation's satisfaction at seeing you presiding over our work duriang the
month of November. Your vast experience assures us of a fruitful and
successful month. May I also take this opportunity to express our
appreciation to your predecessor, Ambassador Mérimée of France, for the very
able and elegant manner in which he piloted the work of the Council during the
busy month of October. Our thanks are due also to Lord Owen and Secretary
Vance, co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee of the International Confereance
on the former Yugoslavia, for their valuable statements, and to Mrs. Ogata,
High Commissioner for Refugees, for her report to the Security Council,

Zimbabua i3 greatly concarned =t the contizulsng crisis in Bosaia and
Herzegovina. The toll in human suffering continues unabated, and this is

clearly unacceptable. What is most distressing is the fact that such bitter
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hostilities now exist among comaunities which in the past have lived side by
side in peace and harmony as part of one nation, the former Yugoslavia.

The international community therefors has a duty to make every possible
effort to restore mutual trust and confidence among the warring communities of
Bosnis and Hergzegovins 3o tha. they may be able to live together again in
peace and harmony. Zimbabwe does not believe that the conflict in Bosuia and
Herazegovina can be resclved through force of arms. Hostilities can best be
brought to an end through caraful negotiation and confidence-building measures
that will enable the parties to the conflict to recognize that their concerns
are being geriously addressed.

It is in this context that my delegation would like to commend Lord Owen
and Secretary Vance for their dogged and tenacious pursuit of a negotiated
political settlement in Bosnia and Herzegovina. We are all duty bound to
support their efforts., Our actions and decisions should be designed to have
the effect of promoting rather than undermining their efforts.

The intensity of the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina has created a
serious humanitarian situation which is of great concern to my delegation.

The attendant bitterness amoag the warring communities has generated practices
which constitute grave violations of {nternational humanitarian law. The
obnoxious and unlawful practice of “ethnic cleansing” must be condemned by all
in the strongest possible terms., This unacceptable practice has to bhe stopped
forthwith and all displaced people must return to their former homes in peace

and froadom.
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Ky delegation believes that the gravity of the situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina warrants this debate. It is our hope that efforts will be
concentrated on examining ways znd means of dscelerating rather than fanning
hostilities, of building mutual confidence rather than fuelling mutusl
suspicion, of making peace rather than making war, in short, of finding a
lasting, comprehensive political solution to the crisis.

Zimbabwe has always viewed the conflict in Bosnia and Herazsgovinz as
esgentially a civil war. This, therefore, suggests that in the final analysis
it is the psople of Bosnis and Herzegovina - Muslims, Croats, and Serbs
togsther -~ who will resclve that problem. Of course the international
community can, and indeed must, assist them. The complexity of the situation
has to be fully appreciated. Patience and impartial mediaticn are essential.
Lord Owen and Sscretary Vance should be congratulated in phll regard, The
United Hations, as one of the mediating parties, neads to undertake this most
delicate task not only in an impartial manner but also in a manner that is
seen to be impartial. Any approach that can be construed as selective
finger-pointing, selective apportioument of blame, selective condemnation, or
salective punishment can gerve to exacerbate the situstion and make an algeady
difficult task even more Aifficult for those entrusted by us to broker a
negotiated poaceful solution.

Zimbabwe pays a tribute to the brave men and women of the United Nations
Protection Force (UNPROFOR) for their sterling effort to ensure that
humanitarian assistance ls delivered under very Aifficult and dangerous
circunstances. We cannot overemphasize the need for all parties to the
conflict to cooperate fully with UNPROFOR in carrying out its mandate and

ensure the 'orce's safety as it undertakes this noble endeavour.
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In conclusion, my delegation believes that the International Conference
on the Former Yugoslavia is the appropriate framework for an overall political
settlement of the crisis that engulfs the former Yugoslavia. We therefore
call upon all the purties to the conflict to cooperate fully with the
Co-Chairmen of the Conference to ensure its success. Indeed. it must succeed,
for the consequences of failure, stated simply, are just too ghastly to
contemplate.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Zimbabwe for the very kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker on my list is the representative of Pakistan. I invite
him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement,

Mr. KHAN (Pakistan): The delegation of Pakistan welcomes this
opportunity to participate in the Security Council's debate on the situation
in Bosnia and Herzegowvina.

On behalf of the Pakistan delegation I should like to extend to you, Sir,
our felicitations on assuming the Council's presidency for the current month.
We are confident that your wide exzperience and rencwned diplomatic ability
will enable the Council to adopt well-considered and effective measures on the
grave issues with which it is confronted.

The Pakistan delegation also avails itself of this opportunity to express
its high appreciation to the Permanent Representative of France, His
Excellency Mr. Jean-Bernard Mérimée, for the most impressive manner in which
he discharged his functions as President of the Security Council for the month
of October 1992.

We appreciate the endeavours of Mr., Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen,

Co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia, to
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promote a political solution of the crises in Bosnia and uote with interest
the informaotion they have conveyed. We are also appraciative of the heroic
e«fforts made by the peace-kasping forces aud the perscunei ~f the Qffice of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to provide urgsnt relief and
humanitarian assiscance to s desperate civilian population in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Pakistan fully supports international efforts to secure a
peaceful settlement of the crises. We stand prepared to assist in every
possible mannar. My delegation supports the propossls of the International
Conference fo: the future constitutional framework of Bosnia and Harsegovina
based on the principles of democracy, rejection of the consequences of the
policy of "ethuic cleansing” and the territorial integrity and unity of Bosnia
and Heszaegovina,

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a small State. It is a new Member of the
United Nations. It ia being subjected to klatant aggression by an
expansionist neighbour. 1Its people -~ men, women and children ~ are being
systematically uprooted and often brutally slaughtered. If the Council does
not act, hundreds of thousands of innocent people will die before this winter
passes, If the Council does not act, a sovereign State Member of the United
Nations may disappear from the map of the world.

Public opinion in Pakistan is greatly incensed at the systematic campaign
of “"ethnic cleansing" in Bosnia and particularly at the failure of the
international community to take decisive action to halt the brutal slaughter
being perpetrated by the Serbs,

For seversl weeks Pakistan, togother with other members of the Contact
Group of the Organization of Islamic Conference (0OIC), '.as sought to convene a

maesting of the Security Council to cunsider the situation in Bosnia and
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Hergegoviua. We are therefore gratified that this meeting has finally besen
convened. We hope that it will adopt resolute steps to restore peace and
redress the aggression against Bosnla and Herzwgovina. 1In this context we
endorse the statement made by the Chairman of the O0IC Contact Group,
Ambassador Aksiu of Turkey.

We have been informed that the cease-fire declared in Bosnia last week is
holding., We hope it will persist. We 8lso hope that an intervuption of the
Berbian aggression is not merely timed to colacide with this debate in the
Security Council, Pakistan believes that the Councll's demand for the
cessation of hostilities will be credible only if it is accompanied by a
display of political determinstion to euforce its decisions, if necessary by
the use of measures available under Chepter VII of the Chacvter.

The call for cessation of hostilities must be accompanied by a demand for
the revarsal of the gains of Serbian aggression. The territories and towns
occupied by the Serbs in Bosnia must be vacated. The aggressor must not ke
allowed to impose a fait ac:iompli. The territorisl irtegrity of Bospia and
Eerzegovina must be fully ristored and fts sovereignty respacted. The
principle of inviolability of internmationally recogaized borders muat be

enforced.
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In the war In Busuie, the systematic violation of human rights ~ the
Brutel campaiyu of “ethalc cleansiug” - is not the consequence of the
contliet, but ite cavee. The Security Council must respond resolutely to this
Qeuvuidsl campeiyn agalost the Bosuian people sud particularly sgaiust the
Muglims. I¢ myst act vigeuiouasly o wtup the strocities beiang committed
syainet the Muplimg, the lihe vl which have not Deen witnessed since the
holocaval. Ap stated by the United Netlons Specisl Repporteur, the Bosalian
Muslims face eatermination. Im & veceut report eatitled “Bosnla-Hersegovina:
grves sbuses of basic human vightas“, Amaesty Iutecruaticusl has docusmeunted the
sumeious specific fugteaces of murder, forced expulsions, detention and
toiture is coscentietivon Camps operated by the Serbs. Similar lnformatfion has
bees piovided to the Unjted Natious by the United States Goverwwent as vell as
othe:r couatlrine pursusnt to Becurity Council resolutions 771 (1992) and
TeQ (19vi).

Vehistan welvomes sesvlution 780 (1992) of the Sscurity Council, which
established an tmyurtini Coomission <r Experts to exanine and asalyse
fatormscion oo violstions of humsniterisn law in Bosoia. Regrettably this
measuie wes vonsiderebly delayed., The evideuce which is alresdy available
justities the immediete establishment of sn internaotional war crimes tribunsl
Lo pusish the peipstratory of the <rises syalost humanity in Bosnia. The
Se1L¥ wiiv wie brazecly coomitting murder #nd meyhem ir Hoania must ksoow that
they will ot go uapunisghed,

To save lives aid resture peasce in Bosnis, there are three sress -
humarcitorisn, yolitical sud military - in which the Security Council must take

uiysot eud simultaneyus ection without delay,
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Bosnia and Herzegovina is a humanitarian nightmare. Since the London
Conference, almost a million Bosnians have been evicted from their homes at
guupoint and transformed into refugees in their own homeland. Relief supplies
continue to be impeded by the Serbs, Winter is upon them. Unless food and
clothing reach the Bosnian people, more than 400,000 innocent men, women and
children will die of starvation and exposure, Humanitarian assistance can be
provided to them in adequate quantity only if the air and land routes ara open
and secure. The United Nations forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina need to be
strengthened to ensure that the humanitarian assistance gets through to the
suffering people of that country. Additional forces will be available if the
financing can be found. The amounts involved in assuring the provision of
essential supplies to the besieged people of Bosnia are well within the means
of the more affluent members of the United Nations.

Another step which can be taken to ease the plight of the civilian
population ia Bosnia is the creation of safety zomes. This would insulate
them from the war and make the provision of humanitarian assistance easier.
The Council should therefore call for the withdrawal of all military forces.
in the firet instance from che regions of Sarajevo, Tuzla, Goraszde, Bihac,
Jajce and Travnik. These safety zonss could be erforced by tha peace-keeping
forces in Bosnia,

The Security Council, above all, needs to display the political
determination to enforce the measures it has adopted to halt tho Serbian
gggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina. Serbian forces have repeatedly
violated the ban on overflijhts in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

We welcome the decision to station additional United Nations observers at
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various airfields in the former Yugoslav republics to monitor the enforcemant
of the ban of overflights by both fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft. Yet
the Serbian forces, including the former Yugnslav armed forces, cannot be
expected to observe this and other demands of the Council unless these are
backed by the full powers aveilable to the Security Council uncer the
Charter, Therefore, in imposing the ban on overflights and other sanctions
against the Serbian aggressors, the Council must act under Chapter VIXI of the
Charter,

It is no secret that the economic and trade sanctionz imposed agalanst
Serbia and Montenegro are being extensively violated. The decisiun to allow
the transit of goods across Serbian territory is an obviously open invitation
for the wilful violatlion of these sanctions. Sanctions must therefor~ be
tightened against Serbia. Those who continue to supply the aggressor bear the
burden of complicity in the crimes heing comnitted against the Bosnian
people. We hope that the measures proposed in the preseat draft resolution
will result in the effective and complete enforcement of the sanctions against
the aggressor.

If the Security Council cannot act to assure compliance with its call for
a halt in the aggreasion against Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1f it cannot stop the
slaughter of the Bosnian people, it should at least allow the Goverament and
people of Boania to exercise the inherent right of self-defence in accordance
with Article S1 of tho United Nations Charter. It is the arms embargo,
imposed by resolution 713 (1992) of the Security Council on the territories of
former Yugoslavia, which prevents the Government and the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina from acquiring the means for legitimate self-defence. The Serbian

aggressors have the entire arsenal of the former Yugoslav army at their
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disposal. The victims of their aggression - especially the Bosnian Muslims -
are virtually unarmed. The Security Council's embargo has the effect of
strengthening the hands of the aggressor and tying the hands of the victim
behind his back, The aggressor must not be equated with the victims of
aggression.

The Pakistan delegation disagrees profoundly with those who argue that
1ifting the embargo against Bosnia will exacerbate the conflict. On the
contrary, the expaerience of Croatia indicates that the Serbs halted their
onslaught only after the Croats were enabled to put up a stiff resistaace.

The Bosnians, on the other hand, are in no position to resist, much less
repel, the Serbian attacks., What is more, the Serbs seem confident that
neither the Security Council nor aany other member of the international
community will intervene in the conflict on bghalf of the Bosnian Muslims.

The Foreign Ministers of the lslamic countries are scheduled to maet in
Jeddah on 1 December 1992 to consider the situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The Islamic countries are prepared tully to support the measures
adopted by this Co wil to help the Bosnian peocple to halt the war and reverse
the Serbian aggression,

In the post-cold-war era, there can be no excuse for a failure to respond
to the blatant and brutal aggression to which Bosnia and Herzegovina is being
subjected, There can be no excuse for a failure to respond to the vivid
images we have seen of an entire people being subjected to the genocidal
practice of "ethnic cleansing”. There can be no excuse for allowing hundreds
of thousands of innocent me3, women and children to die bwcause those who

could help them were unwililag to spare a few hundred million dollars.
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The failure of the Security Council to help Bosnia would have
far-reaching consequences for international peace and security. If an
aggression as blatant as that tasking place against Bosnia goes unanswered, the
small and weaker States will lose confidence in the ability of the Council to
safaguard their security. Those who entertzin great powsr or expansioaist
ambitions will be emboldened to pursue their illegitimate aims. Incidents of
aggression, suppression and occupation will increase., Arms will proliferate;
disarmament will remain a chimera. Conflict and chaos will become the
hallmarks of the now post-cold-war era.

The Security Council bears the heavy rasponuibillty of repelling Serbian
sggression in Bosnla and Herzegovina. The Council's decision will have
far-reaching consequences for world peace and security. The Pakistan
delegation trusts that the members of the Council will act with the wisdom and
determination demanded by the awesome possibilities of this important moment

in world history,
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representative of Pakistan for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Slovenia. I invite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

M:L;Iﬁhx (Slovenia): The delegation of Slovenia sppreciates this
opportunity to speak before the Security Council.

May I begin by emphasizing how pleased we are to see you, Sir, presiding
over the Security Council. We continue to admire your work in the Council and
your diplomatic skill and talent, and we are convinced that under your
guidance the work of the Security Council will be successful, as it was under
the exemplary chairmanship of Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée of France, who
presided over the proceedings of the Council in October.

Our delegation appreciates the introductory statements made last Friday
by Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, the co-Chairmen of the International Conference on
the Former Yugoslavia.

HWe are grateful to Mrs, Sadako Ogata, the United Nations High
Cammissioner for Refugees, for the thorough analysis in her statemeat at the
beginning of this debate. We salute her and her team for the great work Jdone
under the most advarse condicions provailing in the war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina,

We are grateful to Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur on the
human-rights situation, for the thorough analysis and candid thoughts
expressed in his second report, in particular those that are of direct
relevance to the preseat discussion by the Security Council on the situation
in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Security Council is meeting to consider one of the most dangerous

situations of our time, the tragedy of Bosnia and Heraegovina. Much has
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already been said about the atrocities committed in that country and about the
resulting threat to international peace and security. All this has, indesd,
shocked the conscience of humankind. At the same time, however, the lack of
success of the efforts to stop the violence and to find a political solution
to the crisis gives rise to disappointment and concern. This is very
disturbing. What we see today is a clear and present danger of the
annihilation of a Member State of the United Nations and of an entire people
the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Action is clearly needed, but before the debate on action there must be a
clear answer to the following question: what kind of war iz being fought in
Bosnia and Herzegovina? A clear answer to this question is necessary if the
international community is to devise appropriate and effective action to stop
the war znd restore peace. |

The war in Bosnia and Herzegovina is an international armed conflict,
with specific objectives pursued by those who started it, and a war
characterized by unprecedented brutality.

In his recent report to the Security Council and the General Assembly,
Mr. Tadeuss Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur, made a very pertinent point
when he emphasized something which has often been quoted in this discussion:

“the principal objective of the military conflict in Bosnia and

Herzeqovina is the establishment of ethnically-homogemous regions.

Ethnic cleansing does not appear to be the consequences of the war, but

rather its goal. That goal. to a laras aztant; hag slrasdy baosz schisvad

through killings, beatings, rape, destruction of houses and threats.
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Such practices have intensified in recent weeks and there iz less and

less resistance on the part of the non-Serbian population, increasing

numbers of whom are ready to abandon everything and to flee their
homeland." (8/24766, para, §).

The war in Bosnia and Herzegovina is neither civil strife nor an ethnic
conflict, It is a war for territory, in which the goal of ethnic homogeneity
and the mathod of the so-called ethnic cleansing epitomize its most abominable
aspect.

The present fragile and precarious cease-fire in Sarajevo does not change
anything in this picture, “Ethnic cleansing” continues unabated. Meanwhile,
the overall humanitarian situation remains tragic.

Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, Presideat of the International Committee of the
Red Cross, emphasized several days ago in his statement in the Third Committae:

"in Bosnia and Herzegovina, hundreds of thousands of helplaess and utterly

destitute civilians have been forced to take the road to exile; others

have been arrested, tortured, massacred, becoming martyrs of inadmissible
policies. When we weigh the impact of these tragic events against the
efforts made to find solutions, we are forced to the distressing
conclusion that the results are meagre indeed. Nor can we rule out the
possibility that these situations will deteriorate oven further.®

Statements like that - made by the leading personalities seized of the
humanitarian problems and the human-rights situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina - must be not only an additional reason for concern, but also an
additional reason for action. This brings us to the second guestion: what

kind of action is needed., and on which rationale gshould it bhe baged?
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The war in Bosnia and Herzegovina has given rise to enormous humanitarian
problems, and represents a threat to international peace and security. It is
an international armed conflict. Therefore, effective and vigorous
international action for the restoration of peace and security and, above all,
for the prevemtion of any further deterioration of this grave humanitarian
crigis is legitimate.

The Security Council has already established priorities of action with
respect to Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the humanitarian aspects of that action
are among the main priorities. It is now necessary to take theose steps that
will prevent further deterioration of the humanitarian situatioa.

Two such measures were proposed, inter alia, in the report prepared by
Mr. Magowiecki:s firast, an increase in humanitarian assistance; ana, secondly,
active pursuit of the concept of security zones or safe areas within the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Slovenia supports these ideas, From the very beginning, £rom the
earliest stages of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, we have been aware of
the nead for urgent and vigorous international action in the humanitarian
field; I emphasize “in the humanitarian field“. From the earliest stages we
have advocated the need to provide appropriate armed protection for
humanitarian-relief convoys and to develop appropriate safety zones in the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We presented proposals to that effect at

the international meeting on humanitarian aid for the victims of the conflict

in the formar Yugoslavia. held in Gan
We realize that the proposals concerning the establishment of safety
zones in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina are now coming from a number

of organizations and from a grest number of Member States. We beliave
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that it is high time - and perhaps the last opportunity - to give these
proposals the attention they deserve and to act upon them. The role of the
Security Council is particularly important in this context.

While emphasizing the importance of the concept of safe areas, we wish to
emphasize their preventive role in the overall context of the armed conflict,
They would represent an effective instrument to prevent further “ethnic
cleansing” and would provide a safe haven for people who may otherwise be
forced to flee. Moreover, they would represent the f£irst step in the process
of repatriation of refugees, which, in tura, is a fundamental prerequisite for
eny viable political and coustitutional solution in Bosnia and Hersegovina and

for the preservation of its territorial integrity.
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It is therefore important that immediate action along these lines be
taken, since it would constitute a proper response to humanitarian needs, an
effective form of peacemaking and peace-keeping, and tha necessary basis for
lasting political arrangements to be devised in the future, We hope that the
proposals for the establishment of safety areas in Bosnia and Herzegovina will
be Auly heedad by the Security Council and that appropriate action will be
taken, and takea soon.

As wa emphasizad earlier, the war in Bosnla and Herzegovina is an
international armed conflict. This was internationally recognized in a
variety of ways, including by the imposition of sanctions against the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia - that is, Serbia and Montenegro.

While we must insist on such principles as the non-acceptance of the
acquisition of territory by force, rejection of "ethnic cleansing” and
reaffirmation of the principle of strict respect for the territorial integrity
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it remains necessary that sanctions he maintained
and, indeaed, made effective. Sanctions represent, after humanitarian action,
the saecond major type of action likely to yield useful results.

In this cotinectlion it is necessary to emphasize that in order to be
effsctive the sanctions regime should be comprohensive and coho}ontly
applied. We agree vith the view expressad by many speakers in this discussion
that a sustained policy of effective economic sanctions, including in
particular an effective oil embargo, is necessary now. We hope that the
Security Council will act to ensure the effectiveness of such sanctions.

Morecver, requiremests of coherence and credibllity call for a consistent
policy of the United Nations and all its organs with respect to the fact that

the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has been replaced by its
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successor States. The former State of Yugoslavia has dissolved and ceased to
exist. This basic circumstance must be fully appreciated. There is no future
in any aspiration to re-establish that former State, either directly or
indirectly.

All successors of the former Yugoslavia must be treated equally, and each
of them must prove to be a peace-loving State, in accordance with Article 4 of
the Charter; hence the need to insist on the principle that no successor State
of the former, and therefors now non-existent, State of Yugoslavia could be
granted automatic membership in the United Nations. I plead with the members
of the Security Council to remain faithful to this principle, as formulated in
the Council's resolution 777 (1992), and to insist that, as envisaged in that
resolution, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - that is, Serbia and
Montenegro ~ should apply for membership of the United Hations and fulfil the
criteria of Article 4 of the Charter.

Much more could be said about the tragedy of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
However, we wished to conceatrate on the essential aspects of the action
required. Two nmotions are ceantral in this context: £irst, the urgency of
humanitarian action and, secondly, the consistency of measures to be taken.

We hope that the Security Council will live up to the expectations of the
world public and the Members of the United Nations and adopt appropriate
decisions which will make United Nations action both effective in humanitarian
terms and coherent in political terms.

Tho PRERIDRUT {inter
representative of Slovenia for the kind words he addressod to me.

I invite the representative of Canada to take a place at the Council

table and to make her statgmert.
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MZHA_EREbHEIEE (Canada) (interpretation from French): Allow me at
the outset, Sir, to offer you my delegation's congratulations on your
assumption of the presidency of the Council. We are certaih that you will be
able to quide the Council's work this month with your characteristic skill and
effectiveness,

We should like also to thank Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée of France
for the outstanding way in which he led the Council's work last moanth.

My delegation listened very attentively and with great interest to the
report given by Mr. Vance and Lord Owen last Friday. Canada unreservedly
supports the process set in motion by tha London Conference. This process
continues, in our view, to offer the best, if not the only, chance to arrive
at a comprehensive and lasting solution to the conflict that is besetting the
territories of the former Yugoslavia. We should also like to thank the High
Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs. Sadako Ogats, and the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Tadeusa Mazowiecki, for their reports,
which impressed upon us yet again the scale of the human tragedy taking place
today in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Those reports attest to the sustained efforts of the international
community to £ind a solution to the Yugoalav conflict and to come to the aid
of its innocent victims. But we must acknowledge that, despite those efforts,
the atrocities continue and, far from easing, the conflict is persisting and
spreading without auy prospect of immediate solution.

The crisis tha: is shaking the Balkan peniuasula is not of concern solely
to EBurope; it calis for the attention of all those who cherish respect for the
principles that underlay the birth of this Organization and inspired the

drafters of its Charter.
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From the very beginning, Canade perceived the threat this crisis posed
for the security of the entire region and was among the first to call for
United Nations intervention Despite the fact thst we are thousands of
kilometres away from Belgrade, Zagreb and Sarajevo, we are coucerned about the
Yugoslav conflict and have wihesitatingly made our contribuiclon to Uaited
Natiuns actions. The situw:ion reguires that the iuternstioual commuanity
persevere in its efforts and strengthen its action. That is why my delegatioa
strongly supports the draft resolution now betore the Council,
(spoke jin English)

Canada atrongly supports the proposals put forward by the Loandon
Conference on the Former Yugoslavis for a new counstitutional arrangement for
Bosnia and Herzegovina., We believe it offers an excellent base for
negotiations among the thres constituent communities of Bosnis, while
respecting the internatlona.ly recogunized princlples four peaceful settlement
of disputes. FProposals suc- as those recently submitted by Mr. Karadsic
involving enforced aud massive populacion transters would be profoundly unjust
and would entail further instability, Approachess based on violence and ethnic
hatred can in no way qualify as real options.

The three communities of Bosnia have an obligation to engage io genuine
nagotiations on the Vance-Owen proposal put before them. Those in Belgrade
and Zagreb, with influence sver the parties in Bosnia, have the respoasibility
to use their influence to sscure these negotiations. The internationsl
community, for its part, mu3t hold firm to the principles that it wants
respected as a framework fo: these negotiations, As an actave and conceruzsd
participant in the London C.onference on the Former Yugoslavia, my Goverament
strongly supports Mr. Vance and Lord Owen in the pursult of their most

difficult mandats.
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The dieft resolutions betore the Becurity Couacll today reaffirms the
principle that the taking of tercitory by force sad the abhorrvent practice of
“ethale vlsansing” oie immoral, uslawiy]) sad unascceptable. They should not
and wil' aot De peiaitied Lo offeul Lhe vulcome o the negotiastiocns on the

future srrangemeat 0f Boaals oad Nersegovina.
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Of course, the communities of that Republic., including the Serbs, have a
right to favour a particular political arrangsment for their country ~ and
this is uwot being denied to them. VWhat is unacceptable is that, using as a
pretext the “protection" of their people, some self-appointed leaders have
imposed their control ovar two thirds of Bosunian territory and now expect to
use this as a falt accompli in the negotiating process. The Security Council
must make it clear to them that this spproach will fail,

To that end, the Belgrade authorities must join other countries of the
world in asserting without ambiquity that they recognize thc integrity of
Bosnia and Herzegcovina and of Croatia, and that they will not recognize any
unilaterally declared entities within theze States, such as the so-called Serb
republics within Crostia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.,

Canada is pleased that, in line with the commitments undertaken by the
porties at the London Conference last August, checkpoints are baing considered
for the Bosnian borders with the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - Serbia and
Montenegro -~ and with Croatia. This is of utmost importance if we want to see
interforence and the infiltcration of irreqular army uanits stop.

Canada belleves that not encugh has yet been done to demoustrate to those
responsible for some of the worst crimes against humanity in Europe in 50
years that they will be held individually responsible in respect of such
acts. They should, and will, be punished for the atrocities they commit in
the name of the appalling policy of "ethnic cleansing”. As our Secretary of
State for External Affairs said at the London Confereamce, either these
trocities aie committed on the order of the political leaders of these
communities, rendering these leaders responsible, or these are the mad
initiatives of criminals, again rendering their political leaders in Belgrade,

Zagreb and Sarajevo responsible for bringing them to justice.
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If we want to carry the appropriste message to those in Belgrade,
international sanctions must be strictly imposed. This does not appear to be
the cas§ in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - Serbia and Montexegro. Too
many “froat" companies have been set up in third countries; too many products
“in transit” never reach their stated destination.

The sanctions regime must be strengthened. Already in September my
Government reminded all Canadian firms not to enter into financial
arrangements involving Serbian and Montenegran companies that are trying to
circumveut United Nationa sanctions, for example by registering their ships in
other countries. The Security Council now recommends this be done by all
States Members of the United Nations, which is a measure we applaud,

The draft resolution also calls upon all States to use necessary msasures
to ensure strict application of the sanctions regime by inspecting and
verifying maritime shipping cargo. We strongly support this. Canada has
already participated in the naval task force monitoring traffic on the
Adriatic coast, and we are participating in sanctions monitoring in
neighbouring countries.

With millions of displaced persons and the senseless destruction of homes
and factories, humanitarian needs in many regions of the former Tugoslavia are
colossal. Canada has already committed more than C$ 25 million in direct
humanitarisn assistance. This, plus our participation in the expansion of the
United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR), without financial support from the
United NHations, represents, we believe, a very major contribution. Wo ask

other gguamtriss, iaciuding those cthat celled for this particular meeting, to
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respond to international appeals by such organizations ss the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Cresceant Societies, the International
Committee of the Red Cross and the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner £.. Refugees. International burden-sharing in financing United
Nations peace-keeping operations is also imperative, as we have underlined
consistently for years.

When the United Nations took the decision to suspend the former Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - Serbia and Montenegro - from participation in
the work of the General Assembly, it was to underline to the Belgrade
authorities the need for them to convince the United Nations that they met the
requiremonts for admission to membership. Tough sanctions have been
implemented against Belgrade in recognition of the fact that the Belgrade
authorities carry the largest measure of blame for the violence that has
unfolded over the former Yugoslavia in the last 18 mouths.

We are encouraged by the laudable efforts being undertaken by Prime
Minister Panic with a view to correcting the destructive approaches taken by
other Sorbian.leadota. We support him in his endeavcurs. But in awaiting the
results of his efforts, the international community must remain rcsolute
against those Belgrade authorities who con:ione to espouse policies of
destruction. We believe this is the message Che Security Council is conveying
in its adoption of the draft resolution that is before it.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Prench): I thank the
representative of Canada for her kind words addrossed £z ms,

The next speaker is the representative of Albania. I invite him to take

a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mc. SHEKURTI (Albania): I take particular delight in extending my
heartfelt congratulations to you, Sir, on your assumption of duties as
President of the Security Council for the current moanth. That is a tribute to
your personal gualities and a credit to your country.

At the same time, I should like to express my esteem for your
predecessor, Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée, whose chairmanship was clear
evidence of his accomplishments, so indispensable for this Council in the
fulfilment of the objectives to which the international community aspires.

I also wish to thank Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, Co-Chairmen of the Steering
Committes of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia, as well as
the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Mazowleckl, for their briefings of the Security
Council. Likewise, my heartfelt thanks go to Mrs. Ogata, High Commissioner
for Refugees, for her report to the Councii.

The former Yugoslavia constitutes one of the most serious and, at the
same time, most tragic challenges faced by the international community and the
United Nations. The information received from the Govermments of Australia,
Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Colombia, Croatia, the Russian
Federation, the United States, Veneazuela, Yugoslavia - Serbia and ¥>ntenegro -
and others, as well as information from United Nations sources, including
Mr. Mazowiecki, Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights; from the
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia and the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Burope (CSCE); and from a numbsr of
non-governmental organizations, including the Helginki Watch, the World
Campaign to Save Humanity, und Amnesty Internatioaal, indicate that the
aggressor not only has committed manifold crimes against Bosnia and

Herzegovina, but also has violated international law. Apart from violating
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the territorial integrity and the soversignty of the Republic, the aggressor
has systematically caused enormous destruction and has committed multiple
crimes against civilians as well.

People have been unlawfully arrested, tortured and killed; masses of the
population have been forcibly displaced, their property stolen and destroyed
and their cultural and historical heritage ruined. In some places virtually
entire populations have been killed. "Ethnic cleansing” has become an
official policy carried out in the interest of Serbia. "Ethauic cleansing” has
been carried out systematically and methodically and to such an extent as to
make it obvious that there is a comprehensive plan aimed at exterminating the
non-Serbian population. Serbian policy hag made it impossible for the
different ethnic groups to live together, and "ethnlc cleansing” seems to be a
logical consequence of that policy. Many cities in Bosnia and Herzegovina
have been besieged for several months, and their population is under constant
artillery fire and left without food, electricity, water supply and medicine,
All this will certainly leave a scar on the population for several

generations, and the evil is beyond remedy.



§/PV.3138
51

(Mc._ Shkurti. Albagnia)

Albania has called for a political settlement consisteunt with the
principles of the Charter and of international standards on human rights. We
have strongly condemned forcible expulsions, illegal detentions and all
attempts to change the demographic composition of territories.

International public opinion, as well as officiala and experts, has
repeatedly stressed that the authorities and nationals of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) are responsible for the violence in the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. According to the information and reports
made available, aeroplanes, tanks and heavy artillery belonging to the
Yugoslav Army are being used in the attacks - small bands of paramilitaries
could anot keep such a long front under control - and Yugoslav ~oldiers are
involved in running the concentration camps.

What is bappening in Bosnia and Herzegovina has aroused the indignation
and preoccupation of the Albanian people because it is a question of
atrocities and unmatched barbarity. Shocked by the information and reports on
the crimes perpetrated by Serbian forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania
strongly condemas them as grave violations of international humanitarian law,
including the Geneva Conventions. The persons who have committed or ordered
the perpetration of grave breaches of the Genova Conventions are individually
responsible. Those violations should be brought to ths attention of the
Commission of Experts mentioned in resolution 780 (1992).

The Republic of Albania, as a neighbouring country, remains very much
concerned about the continuing conflict in the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, a conflict which threatens international peace and security. At
the same time, Albania woull like to share with this authoritative organ its

grave concern that the next major target could be Kosovo, whose population has
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an Albanian majority that has been deprived of its basic human and national
rights.

Arbitrary arrests, political killings or disappearances have ocecurred in
Kosovo. Taking advantage of tha failure to stop the aggression in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Serbia is preparing to start a new wave of "ethnic cleanaing" by
driving out the Albanian majority in Kosovo. During the past week, the
situation in the southern Balkan region deteriorated considerably, and most
anslysts have begun to refer to the increased likelihood of wider conflict
involving Kosovo, Macedonia and others. At a time whea the blood bath of
“ethnic cleansing" is going on in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the danger of a new
horror is arisings Serbia may spread the war to Kosovo.

Mauy facts prove beyond any doubt that massive violations are occurring
in areas of the former Yugoslavia, and that the Serbian leadership is
raesponsible for what is happening in Boania and Hergegovina. Many soldiers of
the Yugoslav Army are still in Bosnia and Herzegovina and are now killing
people in Hosnian cities by carrying out large-scale military assaults. One
can hardly say that the present leadsrship of Serbia and Montensgro bears no
responsibility for these acts. One cannot imagine that the Federal
suthorities are incapable of getting the activities of the Serbian and
Montenegran authorities under control,

However, so far they have admitted no responsibility for the crimes of
"ethnic cleansing”, genocide and other grave human rights violations. The
regponsibility for what is happening in Bosnia and Herzagovina rests with the
Federal Goverament in Serbia and Moatenegro. They are also indirectly engaged
in the bombing of Sarajevo. There is significant evidence of their active

complicity in the "ethnic cleansing” going on.
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The use of massive force is directed primarily against civilians in parts
of the former Yugoslavia. The lack of political will and appropriate force
appear to indicate that what is going on is in keeping with the Goveranment's
policy. But the impression is that the Federal Goverament is cosmetic
decoration and that the real power is in the hands of Serbia. Furthermore,
the involvement of unauthorized forces from outside is a violation of
international law and has to be punished. All parties must refrain from
taking initiatives which might further destabilize the situation in the ares.

What is happening at the end of our century is absolutely inconceivable.
It is a real holocaust. What is happening in the former Yugoslavia beggars
description. The Organization should react vigorously by punishing the
perpetrators of “ethnic cleansing", thus giving a clear signal to aggressors.

Actually, we expect the Security Council to take drastic measures to stop
the genocide at once. Serbia and Montenegro have undertaken a territorial
conquest. The Republic of Albania appeals to all parties to comply
immediately and fully with the call for a cease-fire and for an end to all
hostile activities directed against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The international community, and the Council in particular, must make it
very clear to all those engaged in territorial conquest by the use of armed
forces, or through "ethnic :leansing”, that it will not tolerate such acts and
will not recognize in one way or another any eaticy so established or any
arrangement that would be detrimental to Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Albania supports the proposals for tho creation of safe areas under
military protection within Bosnia and Herzegovina itself as s possibility for

solving the problem which should be implemented with the consent of 211 the
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parties to the conflict and with a reasonable number of additiomal
pesce-kesping troops. G5afe areas may also change the dynamics of the coaflict
by creating a movement towards the achievement of peace.

The constitutional proposals put forward by Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Qwan
as a basis for negotiation deserve the full support of the Security Council.
The restoration of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and unity of Bosnia
and Herzegovina is the only basis for an acceptable peaceful solution.

The United Nations and the Security Council must act to stop the genocide
and take the situation under control, If they fail to do so, their reputation
and their ability to face post-cold-war situations will be seriously
compromised. FPor many a small people - like the Albanian people - what is in
jeopardy is not only the situation in Bosania and Herzegovina par se but the
bigger guestion of trust and confidence in the United Nations and its coancept
of collective security. The success of the United Nations in maintaining
international peace and security is dependent on the Council's ability to act
to uphold the rule of law on a aon-selective basis.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Albania for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the ropresentative of Indonesia. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement,

Mr. WISNUMURTI (Indonesia): I should like, on behalf of my
delegation, to express our congratulations to you, Sir, on your assumption of
the presidency of the Council for this month. We remain confident that with
your extonsive experience aad diplomatic skills, you will guide our

deliberations to a successful conclusion. I also wish to pay a well-deserved
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tribute o your predecessor. the Permanent Representative of Frauce,
Ambassador Mérimée, for the able guidance he provided to the Council during
last wmonth.

Let me avail ayself of this opportunity to express our appreciation to
you and to the other members of the Council for giving us the opportunity to

participste in this debate.
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We are deeply indebted to Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen for the
statemants they delivered last waek and for their unrsmitting efforts to seek
a negotiated solution to the conflict in Bosnia and Herazagovina. We are also
grateful to the High Commissioner for Refugees and to the Special Rapporteur
on human rights for their incisive statements. Taken together, they portray a
sombre picture of the catastrophic dimension of the situation prevailing in
that hapless nation.

My delegation has endorsed the decision of the Organization of Islamic
Conference (0IC) to request the convening of the Security Council in order to
consider the rapidly deteriorating situation in Bosanis and Herzegovina. The
0IC deserves our commendation for its endeavours in focusing the attention of
the international community on this question.

It is with a deep sonse of sorrcw and anguish that my delegation is
addressing this meeting today while the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina are
being subjected to the darkest moment in their history. The continuing
reports of atrocities and the resultant human suffering have aroused the
conaclence of mankind, At this critical juncture, therefore, the
international community is in duty bound to take immediate and resolute action
not only to alleviate the suffering of a people but also to forestall attempts
to dismember & newly independent nation.

FPor some time now my Government has noted with deepening concerm the
tragic chain of events that have engulfed Bosnia and Herzegovina, Following
the referendum held last February and the subsequent declaration of
independence, Bosnia and Herzegovina became a victim of unabashed aggression

resulting in horrendous loss of life as well as the destruction of historical

landmarks, hospitals and schools. The gravity of the situation has been made
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fully evident by the unmitigated violence and bloodshed, by the barbarism of
paramilitary groups in the newly seized territory, by the massive influx of
refugees to neighbouring countries and by repeated violations of cease-fire
agreements. My Government is appalled by this grim state of affairs.

The Tenth Summit Conference of Non-Aligued Countries, held in Jakarta
last September, expressed grave concern over the situation ia Bosnia and
Herzegovina and condemnv¢d the massive violation of human rights and the
unconscionable policy of “"ethnic cleansing”. The Summit therefore demanded
the immediate cessation of hostilitles, the speedy withdrawal of all external
forces from the territory, the deployment of United Natious peace-keeping
forces, the freeing of all prisoners, the dismantling of camps, prisons and
other places of Qetention, and the exercise of the right of refugees to return
to their homes.

It is to be regretted that, despite the intense diplomatic efforts and
actions of the Europsan Community and the United Nations to contzin the
conflict, every day has brought new and more ominous reports of escalating
levels of violence, mounting casuaslties and increased human privation.

Indeed, the situation has markedly worsened owing to the continued aggression,
the relentless bombardment of cities and towns and the forced expulsions.
Further exacerbating the situation is the blatant violation both of the London
accords and of the decisions of this body.

Throughout the ordeal the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina has
demonstrated its good faith in seeking a peaceful settlement of the conflict.
It vnequivocally accepted the principles outlined im the proposed
constitutional framework. It has faithfully implemented the decisions of the

London Conference, and it has cooperated in implementing the resolutiona
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adopted by the General Assembly sud the Security Couancil. But the hope fuv
peace, sought by Bosnia and Herzegovina, has beer shattersd by the merclless
onslaught of the Swrbian forces that has unleashed a virtual reign of
terror. Hence, determined acticn has bscoms imperative to bring the caruage
in Bosnia and Herzegovina to an end. The most urgent uneed is the cessation of
fighting, the enforcement of the cease-fire and the protection of rellef
supplies,

The Security Council has already taken the first important steps tovaerds
the adoption of effective measures to stop the sufferiang of the pecple of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The decision to enlarge the mandate and further to
strexgthen the United Nations Protection Force in Yugoslavia, the militery
protection of humanitarian aid convoys sand the ban on military flights
represents a modicum of progress, which should be seized upon to defuse the
situation. However, the Council has an obligation to take further appropriste
action, including enforcement measures, to end hostilities sud €o restore the
territorial integrity and unity of Bosnla and Herzegovina. It should eodorse
the appeal made by Turkey to lift the srms embargo agsinst Hosnis and
Herzegovina and uphold its right to self-defeunce under the Charter.
Furthermore, my delegation supporta the Malaysisn proposal for the immediate
creation of safety zones to ensure the security of the Bosnian Muslim
population. The Council should ulsc entrust the Becretary-Gedersl with the
necessary suthority and support to move beyond a peace-keeping operation into
ar sative peacemaking role. Concurrently, the Council should centinue to
exert efforts with the European Community ipn order to enlsrge and consolidate
support for the cause of Bosnia and Herzegovina, leading to the ssteblishmens
of a multiethnic, multiracial and multireligious soclety in Bosnla and

Herzegovina.
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My delegatiuvn vommends the efforte undertaken by the Secretary-General
aud suéh Unlted Nations bodies as the Office ot the Migh Commissioner for
Ret.uqees and the Fiolevtion Yorce in Yuguslavia, ss well as the European
Comeunity and ite Monitosing Mission.

1a vunvlvelon, Indunesis secoguises the lmmutable principle of the
faviclanility of tnternstionsily revuyniaed troatiers snd will not recognixe &
slituation Qreated by a policy of Laly accompli. The draft resolution before
the Counvil Lo eloquent testimony Lo the wmembers' deep coucera regardiag the
eitueilon in Bosnis and Mersegovine. It is our hope that it will be adopted
Ry o coasensus decisioa.

Iha YRESIDEMT (iuterpretation from French): I tChank the
vepressulative of ludoussis for his kind words addressed to me.

The aeat spesker 1ls the represeatetive of Palestise. I invite him to
teke a place st the Council]l table and to make his statemesnt.

Ma. AL -RIDWA (Falestine) (loterpretation from Arsbic): Allow me to
congratulute you, Bir, on your essumption of the presidency of the Council for
this moatd. I wish you every success in your work. I should also like to
congistulete Ambissedur Kerimée oa his successful presidency of the Council
last moath. I should like wleo Lo thenk mll the members of the Council for
siviag us the oppurtunity to spesk today.

1 speakr vm behalf of Palestine and the Group of Arsb Btates ino the United
Matiuns, {0 wy cepecity es Cheiimsn of the Group for Nuvember. PFirst of all,
1 should like to convey to the Council the Cesp councern within the Group over

the veiy sé:iious eftustion in the Republic of Bosnia end Herseyovina. Our
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concern reflects the prevaleant feelings in the Arab world and the Kuslim world
in general, We are also desply concerned about the situation prevailing in
othaer areas of the former Yugoslavia.

The situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in our view, reguires that the
Council, as the authority with the prime responsibility for the maintenance of
internsticnal peace and security, should take practical, immediate steps to
put an end to the buman suffering and to ensure complete implementation of its
resolutions in that regard with a view to restoring stability and peace and to
easuring coexistence and prosperity in Bosania snd Herzsgovina and for its

people.
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The countries of the Arab group should like to reaffirm here their
condemnation of all the human rights vioiations and breaches of intermational
humapitarian law committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina, especlally the atrocious
practice of “ethnic cleansing" and the massive concentration camps. \ These
practices must cease. Their practical consequences must be reversed.

We also underacore the need for the international community to meet the
humanitarian needs of the population by providing foodstuffs and medical
supplies, as well as all other necessities, Aas a matter of urgeancy.

In this regard, we commend the efforts of many countries and
international organizations, especially those by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Red Cross and many
non-governmental organizations that have been providing humanitarian
assistance. We should like also to pay tribute to the United Nutious
Protection Porce (UNPROFOR) and ask that it be reinforced, at least for the
purpose of improving performance in the provision of humanitarian assistance.
We also call upon all parties to cooperate fully with the Force im providing
humanitarian assistance and mitigating the sufforing of the population there.
Wo believe that the proposal calling for the establishment of safety Zones
under the protection of United Nations military forces should be supported as
a temporary measure.

The solution to this crisis, as in the csse of other crises, may be, or -
rather - should be, achieved through the straightforward implementation of the
principles of the United Nations Charter, and strict adherence to the norms
and rules of international law. Foremoat among those norms, rules and
principles is the upholding of the sovereignty and the preservation of the

territorisl integrity of States, non-recognition of the rasults of aggression,
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the insdmissibility, ia particular, of the acquisition of territory by force
or by war. In addition, there is the need to ensure respect for the
inalienable right of refugees to return to their homelands and to recover the
properties they were forced to abandon.

In our view, the Security Council has already adopted the necessary
resolutions based on the aforesaid principles, At the present time, what must
be dong, and vwhat is much more important, is to ensure that the necessary
political will exists to implement those resolutions through the available
machinery within the context of interanational lagality.

We wish to express our appreciation for the efforts made within the
context of the international conference on the former Yugoslavia. We should
1ike to pay particular tribute to the co-Chairmen of the conference, and to
express our full support for the constitutional plan on the govarament and
future authority of the Republic of Boaznia and Herzegovina. We hope it will
soon be implemanted.

In that respect, we should like also to express our very deep admiration
for the Secretary-Gemeral's valuable efforts, aimed at ensuring the success of
the conference.

Other menber countries of the Arab Group will speak in the Council and
focus on certain aspects of the item under consideration which are of great
importunce to the Group.

Please allow me in conclusion to say that we must act togsther, promptly,
to put an end to this tragedy. We must act together, urgently, to spare the
world the daunting prospect of facing yet another chronic tvegads that &sy

=

drag on and on for years.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Palestins for his kind words addressed to wme.

The next spesker is the representative of Jordan. I invite him to take a
place st the Council table and to make his statement,

Mr. ABU ODEH (Jordan) (interpretation é&on Arsbic): Allow me, Bir,
to join those who »recedsd me in congratulating you upon your assumption of
the presidency of the Security Council for this month. I should also like to
avail myself of the opportunity to pay tribute to your predecessor,

Anbassador Mérimée of France, for his efforts during his presidency of the
Council last month.

At the outset, Sir, allow me to thank you for convening this mesting and
organizing this general dsbate in response to the call of the Contact Group of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference and in proper recognition on your
part of the gravity of the situation in the Republic of Bosnla and
Herzegovina.

The systematic and incessant aggression which the Belgrade Government
continuas to engage in against this newly indeperdsat Republic cannot be
tolerated any longer, nor doss it make it feasible for the Security Council to
continue to deal with it as it has done so far, My delegation has no Qoubt
whatsoever that the international community is fully aware now of what is
going on, thanks to the reports being published from time to time and thanks
to the mass media's daily reporting on what is tskiang place in this
unfortunate and torn Republic.

I do not wish to narrate here the atrocities that contipus to he

perpetrated pgainst the people of Bosnia and Hersegovina, while internaticnal



§/PV.3136
64

(Mc. Abu Q0deh. Joxdan)
discourse is being garnished with slogans which speak of freedom, democracy
and human rights, I shsll confine myself to spotlighting a number of facts -
snd conclusions:

First, my delegation, above all else, wishes to point out that while we
participate in this general debate, we are not oblivious of the complexities
of the situation in the Balkan region, nor of the tims bombs buried in the
soil of that region, Thosa time bombs have been brought nearer the surface by
the disintegration of the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. My
delegation is not oblivious either of the constraints under which the various
parties, including the United Natioms, operate.

Secondly, nevertheless, my delegation feels that the approach adopted by
the Unitced Nations so far in dealing with the flagrant aggression against the
Republic of Bosula and Herzegovina has proved to be unsuccessful. This has
been demonstrated by the fact that 70 per cent of the territory of that State,
vwhich is the victim of aggression, is now in the haunds of the Serbian
aggressors, the number of refugees is ever-increasing, Serbian airplanes
continue to bomb the villages and towns of Bosnia and Heraegovina,
concentration camps continue to operate, "ethnic clesnsing” is still being
pursued, and nearly 400,000 citizens are on the verge of extinctlion because of
hunger, illness aund the onset of winter. The balance of power continues, with
the passage of time, to tilt more and more in favour of the aggressor. Rellef
operations are still floundering and peace efforts have not yeot ylelded any

resulte. Cemz2-f10c syieomenis uardly come into effect before they collapse.
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In view of these realities, it was natural, at the level of Bosnia and
Herzegovina on the one hand, and at the international level on the other, for
dismay to replace hope. It is against this backdrop that this meeting is
taking place.

Thirdly, we are facing a compounded aggression as well as a compounded
tragedy. As for the aggression. what we are witnessing is the ugliest
phenomenon that has accompanied the rise of nationalism in modern times, where
the bigger and stronger State seeks to expand at the expense of its
neighbours. The method used by the Belgrade Government until now is the
ugliest the world has known since the Middle Ages, The annihilation of the
adherents of another faith reminds us of the notorious inquisition. The term
“ethnic cleansing" is only a euphemism that has been used to mask this
medieval ugliness. We always thought that religious wars were buried with the
Middle Ages and that sll that remained of them were only sectarian disputes
that f£lare up in certain States. The Belgrade Government, howsver, has not
hesitated in word or in deed to resurrect this monster which was buried

centuries ago.
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In this connection, the delegation of Jordan appreciates the stand taken
by the Goverumeunt of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which has thus far refrained from
regarding the war as anything other than a purely territorial conflict.
Notwithstanding the iancreasing emotional pressures being brought to bear on
them, the Governments of Islamic countries continue to deal with this tragedy
in the spirit embodied in the United Nations Charter, in the hops that the
situation will be rectified and the aggression halted in accordance with
international law and the principles of the Charter.

As for the tragedy itself, it is also compounded. On the one hand there
is the tangible human tragedy of the people of Bosnis and Herzegovina, and, on
the other hand, there is the tragedy of a State that, having raised the flag
of independence and joined the United Nations, in the hope that the World
Organization would ensure its security and protect it. It certainly had in
mind the image of the effective United Nations of the Gulf crisis. 1In
addition, there is the arms embargo imposed, egually on the aggressor, who is
capable of self-armament, and on the powerless victim of aggression.

The past months have proved that what the United Nations has done so far
has not stopped aggression. On the contrary. the aggrossion has escalated and
has begun to achieve its aims on the ground,

Without a doubt, the efforts of the United Nations to provide
humanitacian relief co the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina are worthy of
gratitude and appreciation. However, confining the United Nations to this
floundering effort while the victim’s terricory continues to shrink mnd tee
pecple continue to be decimated by murder and death by stervation, illness,
flight and refugee hardship would mark the beginnings of a tragedy that may

tarnish the image of the Organization itself.



§/PV.3136
67

(Mx. Abu Qdeh, Jdordan)

The people of Bosnia and Herazegovirca need both a surgeon and a aurse, not
oaly & nurse to keep the tubes connescted to the patient's body to provide him
with life-sustaining fluids until he passes away. This image of a United
Nations marred by hesitation and wavering reminds us of the tragedy of
Hamlet. No one among us - and especially the small States - wishes to see the
United Nations acquire that image lest the situation become a model for new
tragic situations in other parta of the world.

In the view of my delegation, we, as individual States and as united
natioas, have au obligation, on a humanitarian level, to provide relief to and
save the people of Bosnia and Herazegovina, just as we have the obligation on
the political leval, to halt the aggression and to establish peace betwesn the
two warring States.

In order to achieve this, my delegation believes that there are a number
of actions the United Nations should take. In particular, it should, first,
refuse to recognize the fait accompli that the Federal Goveranment of
Yugoslavia is trying to impose; secondly, it shculd put a halt forthwith to
81l acts of armed aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina; thirdly, it
should not affirm mon-recognition of the occupation of the territories of
Bosnia and Herzegovina by Serbian forces; fourthly, it should emphasize that
the refugees must be permitted to return to their towns and villages; fifthly,
relief operations should be continued and expanded and, lastly, those
responsible for ethnic cleansing should be put on trial.

Withoue thess mezsures which would saliance the credibility ot the United
Nations, we fear that the situation may deteriorate further, to the exteat
that may make it necessary to invoke Article 42 of Chapter VII of the United

Natlons Charter. My country sincerely hopes that that will not be the case.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Jordan for his kind words addressed to me.

The last speaker on my list is the representative of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement,

Mr. EHARRAZ2] (Islamic Republic of Iran): Allow me at the ocutset to
express to you, Sir, my congratulations on your assumption of the presidency
of the Security Council. 1 am confident that your diplomatic skills and
leadership will guide the Council during its deliberations this month. I
should also like to thank Ambassador Mérimée of France for his skilful
leadership during his presidency last month.

Today the Security Council is considering ar issue that has caused deep
concern and sorrow to every human being, regardless of national origin, ethmic
background, religion or political persuasion. Indeed, what is happening in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is a clear example of foreign aggression against a
Member of the United Nations. For over a year now, Muslims and other segments
of that Republic’s population have bsen subjected to a systematiz campaign of
genocide that has led to the massacre and homelessneas of thousands of people.

During this period, and despite numerous Security Council resolutions
calling for a cease-~fire and an end to hostilities, the Belgrade authorities,
in collaboration with their Serbian surrogates, have continued to intensify
their war of aggression against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Various United Nations documents snd reports in the mass media have reforred
to the gross violations of the human rights of the people of Bosnia and

Herzegovina, including indiscriminate attacks on and murder of civilians, the
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expulsion and deportation of civilians, the imprisonment and abuse of
civilians in detention centres, the impading of the delivery to the civilian
population of urgently nesded food and medical supplies and the wanton
destruction of historical monuments, houzxes of wocrship and property.
Furthermore, the Serb ultra-nationalists have carried out the abhorreat
practice of "ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia and Herzagovina, a practice that not
only constitutes an act of genocids under the 1948 Convention oa the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide but also has no precedent
in contemporary history - zave for the crimes committed by the Nazis during
the Second World War.

During this crisis, which has seriously endangered international pesace
and security, the Security Council has adopted several resolutions that have
iavariably gons unheedsd by the Serbs. I should also like to point out that
the Ccuncil has not yet ssnt an appropriately decisive message to the Serbian
aggressors.

In fact, when the General Assembly discussed the tragic iltuation in
Bosnia and Herasegovina at its resumed forty-sixth session, ia which a large
number of Mamber States participated, it adopted resolution 467242, which
resffirmad the inhereant right of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina to
self-defence, The view that prevalled at the esdoption of resolution 46/242,
which represents the collective will of the majority of the membership of the
United Nations, was that much more ought ta ba dene ke ¢hs Zszurity Scuncil te

put an end to the grave violations of international humanitarian law.
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Ragrettably, howsver, since the adoption of resolution 46/242 the Security
Council has not been able to deal with this tragedy properly, effectively and
expeditiously.

From the beginning of the crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina my country has
walcomed sll attempts to bring about a peaceful solution to that tragedy and
to restore the sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence and
unity of Bosalas and Horuqoﬂnn. In this context my delegation wishes to
commend the activities of the International Conference on the Formar

Yugoslavis simed at schieving s peaceful settlemesat in the territory of the

former Yugoslavia.
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However, it is a fact that the iateranational community has falled to act
resolutely to implement and enforce the Security Council resolutiocans and the
Loadon Confurence accords. Here I should like to refer to the letter dated
4 Novembar 1992 from the Permanent Repreésentative of Bosnlia and Hersegovina to
the Presldent of the Security Council (8/24761), ia which he referred to the
fallure of the international community's efforts to stop the aggression.

The London Conference heralded a commitment from the Sarbians to stop
vgthnic clesansing". However, “ethnic clesnsing” has since bsen intensified.
Five hundred and fifty thousand new Bosnians have been forced out of thelr
homes. Furthermore tons of thousands have been murdered as part of the
“ethnic cleansing” campaiga.

The London Conference heralded the closiug of sll the Serbian
concentration camps. The camps have remained untouched, and the prisoners
suffer through continued starvation, exposure. disease, torture and systematic
murder., Unfortunately, new civilian igmates are forclbly takes from their
homes on a daily basis, and the population of the concentratios camps is
iacreasing.

The London Coufereuce heralded s commitment by the Serbs and thelr
supporters in Belgrade to stop all military f£fligints over Bosnias and
Herzegosina. Alr attacks sgaiust the towns are continuiug., Helicopters are
more active than ever in conducting rocket and machine-gun attacks and supply
miscions, im viclation of Hecurity Council reaolutica 781 (1062).

The Londosn Conference heraled an unconditionsl Serbian commitment to
place heavy waspons under UNPROFOR control. The heavy weapcns continue «o

pound the cities in Bosnis and Herzegovina.
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The London Conference heralded a Serblsn commitmeat not to use heating,
electricity and food ¢s weapous. The civilian population has suffered the
exteaded disruption of heating gas, electricity and fond caused by the
deliberate Serbian shelling and blockads.

The London Conference heralded an intensified effort to deliver
humanitorian aid and an agreement by Serblasus to cooperate. Given the
inadeqguate response of the internationsl community with regard to the seuding
of troops to protect humanitariam convoys, the Office of the United Natlous
High Consnissioner for Refugees (UNHCK) eswtimates that 400,000 Bosplans wil)
perish this winter because of hunger, disease and explosure.

By referring to the fallure of the Loudon Confereance to stop the
sggression, it is not the iatention of my delugation to undermice the results
of itz ongoing efforts. However, the truth of the matter is that, despite sll
those efforts, the Serbs coatinue to Rill, torture and grab more land.

The Serbian intreunsiqence proves that as loag as the Serbs and theis
supporters feel they have the militery upper hond, they will uot stop the
aggression. The aggressor should reslize that it cannot continue the crimws
with impunicy. That i3 why a great number of countries, includisg my owa,
have on different occasions called for the invokiug of Article 42 of tChe
Chartesr in order to cvéverse the aggression against the Republic of Bosanle &nd
Hexzsgovina.

L .
We helisuve thee ¢hg

L1

§ibisn sygression has reached such catustrophlc
proporctiona that ft¢ is time for the Security Council to shoulder itcs
responsiblilitias under Article 42 of vhe Charter. Wo also helleve that the

Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovins, &8 a Member of the lnited Natines, is
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eatictled to exeicine ite {mhervent vight of seltf-defence under Article 51 of
the Chartes, Thet is Lhe lesst the Beuurity Council cau do in order to
aafeguaid Lhe suverelguiy, eiciturial futegrity and ivdependence of a Member
of the United Nations. Theireture, as is reflected in the letter dated

190 Qotober 1U92 tyrom the permanent representstives of the Contact Group of the
Osqaniastiva of the Islamic Conference (0IC) to the Presidest of the

Security Couancll, it is hoped that iu order to put an ead to this catastrople
the Councll will 1ifC the arms embargo sgainst Bosuls sud Herzeguvina, which
is the oanly eflective means vo stop the aggression, short of intermational
milictery actions,

The waralng by the Office of the UNUCR ou the possibility of asother half
s alllios peuvple dylng la tae uext fow months wmust be taken very seriously.

It has. 1 am sure, caused wany sleeplevs uights uot only for those officlels
who directly desl with the issue of Serbiasn aggression but slso for othex
leaders oud Goveramsnts that sre thicking of veys wud means of sssisting the
insocest sud deleuaceloss peuple iu Bosuis snd Mervegovins, iucluding those ia
By couatry.

%o {eel & swase of frustrstion et stacding on ¢he sicelines snd
wituessivy husdreds oF thoussnds of innocent people elther beling butchesred at
Uie hade of the egyressars or perlshing becsuse of thelr scticus. 1T say even
say thet we Ieel & sense uf gullt snd respousibilicy.

The pevple and Goverareat of the lslasic Nepublic of Irea have mobilized
thels rescuices with @ strony Sense of sesgunsivengss v order to be of
sesistunce Lo the pacple of Bosuis sud Hercegoviva., In this reidpect, esvers)
sfrlifie and truck caravens of hussuiterisn relief supplies havé Leen

Slepeicied o Bodnle eud Heériwjovivra. However, che needs are @oovmous. Wy
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Goverument will continue its efforts, and hopes to ses the luonoceat people of
that countxy survive the coming winter and live through next spriang. Unless
there is a astroug aud yelovigorsted interanational campaigan to provide adequate
humanitecian assistasnce, those hopes will be dashed, and hundreds of thousauds
of other ianocent people will perish,

Under these clircumstances, who really should bear the responsibility for
such a travesty of justice in Bosuls and Hersegovina? The Serbs. who are
making & wmockery of humanity and the collective security of the
United Nations? The people of Bosnls aud Herzegovina, who are uuable to
defend themselves? The London Cosference, for not succesding as a regionsl
orgaization? The Security Council, for moving slowly sud cautiously and
being unable to ‘mplement ity decizions? The Member Btates, for lucking
political will to put adequate resources st the Secretary-Geueral's disposal
to enable him rapidly to implement the Security Coumcil resolutions?

I think there is eacugh blameé to go sround. BEut, again, pointing fiugers
Goes uot send the uecessiiy cles: sessage (o the wgyressor. Jo our view, the
Becurity Council should seriously cousider the view of the interastional
community that the agyressors should tinally Le made to understand that escugh
is enough, and it s ready to deal seriously with eggyression.

The Security Council will presésve its credibility snd accomplisb this
task by waralug the agyreosors, through s resolutiocs, that it s ready to 1lifi
the srmy ymbargo agsiost Bosovis and Hersegovina If the sggressors fail to stop
thelr crimes of geuuuvide by & cercaln dete. Such a resoluticu would convey
the strong political will cf the Security Council, obn beualf of the

interveational comaunity, to deul with Serbian aggyression. Some may srguas that
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such a resolution may becoms a prelude to the actusl lifting of the srms
embargo against Bosnia and Hersegovina, which would lead to a short-term
flare-up in the fighting, and that the United Natioas in geawral, aad the
Security Council in particular, should hsve no part in this because of moral

considerations.
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Ny delagation sud a large number of other delegaticus disagree. 1If the
United Nations system of collective gecurity canunot be invokad to defend the
sovereigaty, territorial integrity asud pelitical jiandependence of a Member
State, sad above all to prevent the extermination of s unation, then in our
view it is mot omly morally justified but incumbeat upon the lotercatioual
couscience st least to untie the hauds of the victims so that they can deteud
themselves. Therefore, the argumont that the Security Council would soil its
hands by lifting the arms enmbargo against Hosnis wnd Herzegovine does not hold
water and should be viewed as an argument tocusing on a nonexisteat moral
dilerma.

Let us assuse, however, for the sake of argunent that the United Nations
fsces & moral dilesma when it cousiders lifting the arms embargo agaiust
Bosnls and Hersegovina. Such ¢ircumstauces are not unprecedsvted. kistory is
replete with losteuces i which statesmen sud declslou-makers have been
coufronted by situatioss in which sll options sre wroug or evil, but in which
one course of sction would be right or justified, sud thus have beeu compelled
to soil theiyr hands end choose the lesser of the wwo evils.

fn ous of his letters, Jesn-Paul Sartre wrotet

“How sttecied to yuur purity yYou are, my boy! How frightesed you ere of

soiling your hands! All right, stsy pre! Who does it help, and why did

you come to us? Purity ls an ideal tov s fekir Or & ®sook."

The Security Council is neithe: 8 fekir nor a mouk. It would be fully
justifiable - morally. politically and legslly - four the Security Cuumcil to
allow the ooopls of Bosaia nd Merasgovins, whose very existence iy st stsike,

ty defend thesmselves.
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If the Security Council’'s threat to lift the arwms embargo against Bosania
and Hersegovina does uot bear fruit and the Serbs contisue their agygression,
the Security Council should be prepared to take further measures, including
actually 1lifting the srms embargo againgt Bosuis and Herzegovina. Such a
stand by the Security Council would in itself have « deterreunt effect on the
Serbian aggressors. Under such clrcumstauces. while there might be a
short-term incresse in military casualties when the Serbian aggrussors faced
stronger resistance, there would be un immsdliate decrecse in civiliaa
casualties sad a progressive decresse in the conflict as @ whole.

Therefore, contrary to the srguments that lifting the arms esmbargo wouid
increase the violeace, the unet effect would be s siguificant decreasze in the
exteat ¢f the violence. This would, in turn, escourage the Serbien
authorities to tura to political uegotiations iustead of the battletield,
vhere they would fece stronger resistasce,

Litcing the srms embargo is mesnivgfu) only veletive to Eosnia ang
Herzegovine, where the existence of s asation is st steke, aad not to other
States of Che toraes Yugosleviw,

In the view of my delegation, dvatt resolution §/24808 falls short of
properly sddressing the greve situstion saund seads the wiony sigoal to the
Serbs, & #igual that they will perceive to mesn that the Security Council has
BOL yet Mustered the secesssry politicel will to resist Lheir wggyression snd
that (ney can continue the sleughter with impuoity,

1 appesl to the mesmluve of the Couzglil £ S&Opt & position thnet will
ewohauce the authority and credibility of the Usited Nations acd will nyt lev

the defeuceless pdople of Boscis sud Herseyovine dows.
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Tha CHAIRMAN (laterpretation from Freach): I thank the
representative of the Islamic Repubiic of Iran for the kiad words he addressed
to me.
I intend to adjourn the meeting now. With the concurrence of the wembers
ot the Council, the next mseting of the Security Couancil to continue

consideration of the item on its agenda will take place at 3 p.m, today.

Iha mesting rome at 1.15 p.m.
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Ihe meeting was called to order at 3.30 p.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
The agenda wags adopted.

THE SITUATION IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
LETTER DATED 5 OCTOBER 1992 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES OF EGYPT, THE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, PAKISTAN, SAUDI ARABIA, SENEGAL AND TURKEY
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/24620)
LETITER DATED 4 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REFRESENTATIVE OF BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL (S/24761)
LETTER DATED 9 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF BELGIUM
TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(8/24785)
LETTER DATED 9 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE
TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(5/24786)

The PRESIDENT (interprretation from French): In accordance with the
decisions taken at previous meetings on this item, I invite the representative
of Bosnia and Herzegovina to take a place at the Council table; I invite the
representatives of Afghanistan, Albania, Azerbaijan, Canada, the Comoros,
Croatia, Egypt, German,, Greece, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Italy, Jordan, Kuwait, Lithuania, Malaysia, Malta, Norway, Pakistan, Qatar,
Romania, Senegal, Slovenia, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Arab
Emirates to take the places reserved for them at the side of the Council
Chamber; I invite the representative of Palestine to take the place reserved
for him at the side of the Council Chamber.

At the invitatcion of the President, Mr, Misic (Bosnia and Herzegqovina)

took a place at the Council table: Mr. Ghafoorzai (Afahanistan)., Mr. Shkurti

(Albania), Mr. Hagsanov (Azerbaijan), Mrs. ¥réch nada), Mr. Moumin
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(Germany), Mr, Exarchos (Greece), Mr, Wisnumurti (Indonesia), Mr. Kharrazi

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to inform

members of the Council that I have received letters from the representatives
of Algeria and Bangladesh in which they request to be invited to participate
in the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda. In accordance with the
usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite those
representatives to participate in the discussion, without the right to vote,
in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the
Council's provisional rules of procedure.
There being no objection, it is so decided.
At the invitation of the President, Mr, Hadid (Algeria) and
r. I wadhur Bangladesh) took the places reserved for them at the side of
the Counci] Chamber,
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council

will now resume its consideration of the item on the agenda.
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Mr. GHAREKHAN (India): Let me first of all associate my delegation
with those that have complimented you, Mr. President, on your assumption of
the presidency for this month. We look forward to working under your
leadership and we are confident that, with your vast experience and with your
tremendous skills, the Council will achieve very substantial results during
this month.

Let me also pay a very well-deserved tribute to Ambassador Mérimée, who
presided over the Council with such distinction last month,

The tragedy that has befallen the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina so
soon after its emergence as an independent State Member of the United Nations
and the intolerable suffering to which its people are being subjected have
shocked the conscience of the entire world. The images of this grctesque
dance of death being played out in the cities, villages and detention centres
in the countryside have bee:a brought by the international media into our own
living-rooms, touching eachh and every one of us. The State of Bosnia and
Herzegovina itself is threatened with disappearance. My delegation therefore
welcomes this debate in the Security Council.

For too long the international community concentrated on the military,
peace-keeping aspect, ignoring the political, peacemaking aspects of the
crisis. Cease-fires were repeatedly negotiated only to collapse before the
ink had even dried. Humanitarian conditions worsened while the parties
resorted to such abominable practices as "ethnic cleansing" in their attempts
to jockey for the political and military high ground.

My delegation had pointed out on numerous occasions that determined
efforts towards a political settlement were the key to a solution, though they

must nevertheless go hand in hand with peace-keeping efforts. Only the
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confidence of the parties, based on a political settlement, would serve to
underpin any ™utually agreed cease-fire. India therefore welcomed the
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia in London last August. A
few of the comprehensive set of decisions, agread to by all participants,
which emerged from the Conference have been implemented so far, backed by
Security Council decisions., Others are under active study in negotiations
between the parties and the Steering Committee and its Working Groups in
Geneva.

We should like to pay a high tribute to Secretary Vance and Lord Owen,
Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee, and to the Chairmen of the Working
Groups, for their immense efforts to find a solution to the situation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

On the political side, my delegation has been impressed by the very
considerable work that has been done on constitutional arrangements for Bosnia
and Herzegovina. As I have said earlier, in these lies the key to a
resolution of the tragic situationm.

My delegation is of th2 opinion that any attempt to impose constitutional
arrangements from outside would be a recipe for future Aisaster. But the
parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina have reposed their faith in the
International Conference, and the international community has offered its hand
to help them in working out their own constitutional arrangements.

My delegation was encoiraged to hear from Lord Owen, in his statement to
the Council on 13 November, that all the parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina
have agreed to use the draf: outline comstitution as a basis for negotiating a
political settlement, that counter-proposals are being made and that

negotiations are continuing. It is against this background that my delegation
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can go along with operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution before us,
which urges the parties to continue negotiations under the auspices of the
Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee and on the basis of the draft outline.

On the military side, the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) has
repeatedly been burdened with increased mandates, so much so that it has
become, since the adoption of resolution 786 (1992), the largest United
Nations peace-keeping operation ever. It continues tu operate not ouly im
Croatia but also in Bosnia, under traditional rules of peace-keeping - that

is, with the consent and cooperation of all parties.
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It has operated under heavy odds, oftem in dangerous situations, and has
suffered tragic casualties. Its mandate, in part, has included political
negotiations. This has been the case in Croatia and also in Bosnia, where
very commendable negotiations have been carried out for the reopening of the
Sarajevo airport in the past and, more, recently, in the context of the Mixed
Military Working Group. This Group, at the level of military commanders,
reached a . understanding for a cease-fire in Bosnia only a few days ago. It
is our fervent nope that this can be consolidated and built upon. My
delegation would like to pay a sincere tribute to General Nambiar, the overall
commander of UNPROFOR, and his staff for their efforts, their determination
and their courage in this difficult and dangerous task.

One concern that my delegation has expressed on several occasions has
been that the Security Council and the United Nations as a whole should retain
full authority and responsibility over the execution of actions authorized by
the Council. My delegation worked with the sponsors in the present instance
to provide for effective coordinatiomn, through the Secretary-General, of the
actions that Member States may take for the inspection and verification of
shipping in the Adriatic and on the Danube, under paragraphs 12 and 13 of the
draft resolution. The cooperation of the sponsors in amending paragraph 14 of
the draft resolution to this effect has met our concern to a considerable
extent and will make it possible for us to support the draft resolution.

While on the subject of the draft resolution, let me state that ny
delegation has no reservation with respect to paragraphs 9 and 10 dealing with
some specific commodities. As my delegation understands the matter, the
in*ention and the effect underlying these provisions is to further tighten the

existing regime of sanctiors to plug loopholes for their evasion. Resolution
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757 (1992) has already established a comprehensive sanctions regime against
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - Serbia and Montenegro.

The humanitarian situation in Bosnia is, to say the least, disastrous.
Unfortunately, the vulnerability of the civilian population has o€ten been
exploited by all sides as a weapon of war. As the draft resolution before us
points out, the provision of humanitarian assistance in Bosnia and Herzegovina
has become an important element in the Council's effort to restore peace and
security in the region.

We heard from Mrs. Ogata last Friday about the efforts being exerted by
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Bosnia, despits
growing obstacles and obstructions. As Mrs. Ogata pointed out, major routes
used by UNHCR convoys cross front lines that are coanstantly shifting, and
there are worrying signs that humanitarian aid is being targeted by all
parties, each for its own different reasons. My delegation would like to
record its particular appreciation for the work being done against such
difficult odds by UNHCR, as well as by the International Committee of the Red
Cross. UNPROFOR has also been involved in humanitarian work, notably for the
protection of humanitarian convoys across Bosnia. Its full deployment and its
cooperation with UNHCR are important elements in this task.

The Council heard a statement from Mr. Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur
for Yugoslavia appointed by the Commission on Human Rights on the violations
of intermational humanitariam law in the former Yugoslavia, including Bosnia.
It is my delegation‘’s position, which it has expressed in the past, that the
regnective rompotancas of tha mainr organe of the United Nationg chauld bhe
strictly respected. Human rights reports of this nature should rightly be

presented to and esamined ky the competent organ, in this case the Commission

on Human Rights and the Gereral Assembly.
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Yet, we have noted that the enabling resolution appointing the Special
Rapporteur specifically included reporting to the Security Council. Further,
the Bosnian situation is unprecedented in its multidimensionality. It has
become well-nigh impossibls to separate the political, military and
humanitarian aspects of the crisis. Thus, while we must take into
cunsideration these gross violations of international humanitarian law in the
findings and decisions of the Council, where they directly impinge on the
political-military situation, as the Council has done in resolutions
771 (1992) and 780 (1992), we must not lose track of the fact that the organs
competent to act on the Special Rapporteur's recommendations remain the
General Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights.

TI. parties in Bosnia must not lose faith that the international
community is determined to work towards a just and fair solution. Some of the
most distinguished and eminent personalities are devoting themselves to this
end within the framework of the International Conference. This Council is
ready to work in consonance with them to give its authority and weight to
their decisions. Indeed, the United Nations is an equal participant in the
International Conference. The parties must not forget that Bosnia is their
land, It belongs to all of them, and in the final analysis it is they who
have to find a solution aceceptable to all of them,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): 1 thank the
representative of India for his kind words addressed to me.

I shall now make a statement in my capacity as representative of Hungary.

Hungary, along with sone other countries in the Security Council, well
before the assault launched against Bosnia and Herzegovina and the siege of
Sarajevo, had drawi the Council's attention to the potential dangers inherent

in the situation in that Republic, not only for the region, but also for
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international peace and security. We also stressed at that time the need to
take adequate preventive measures to prevent the extension of the conflict
already raging in other parts of the defunct Federation to Bosnia and
Herzegovina and other regions of the former Yugoslavia, We had stressed the
increased role that the United Nations should play there and the importance of
deploying observers ¢f the world Organization in Bosnia and Herzegovina and
elsewhere. We put forth these ideas as a country which, by virtue of its
geographical proximity and for historical and economic reasons, has been and
remains one of the most affocted by the crisis in what was once Yugoslavia.

Hungary, well aware of the ethmocentric nationalist motivatiuns that
played an important role in the outbreak of the crisis in the former
Yugoslavia in 1991, was not taken wholly by surprise by the repetition of this
aggression, mutatis mutandiz, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, nor by the
re-enactment of a familiar scenario that was well tested during the early
phases of the ccnflict. OQur public opinion was none the less greatly shocked
py the events that later took place in Bosunia and Herzegovina. The massacres,
the spectacle of hundreds of thousands of refugees obliged to quit their
homes, the pictures of concentration camps with detainees behind barbed wire,
and the deliberate acts of lestruction reminded us of the darkest pages of
contemporary European history. And yet, in 1945, after the end of the Second
World War, the peoples of the United Nations expressed their resolve to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war and undertook to do their
utmost to ensure that such horrors were never repeated. Thus, it is a tragic
poiadox that, 47 years lailer, ihe 5ame holicis are rc-cwmerging im o Eurcge
which, after the collapse of the Berlin Wall and the adoption of the Charter

of Paris, had finally succeeded in transcending the divisions of four decades
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and had decided to opt for the path leading to the establishment of a free,
united and democratic European continent.

The crisis in the former Yugoslavia, and particularly the situaticn in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, continue seriously to imperil international peace and
security. They are grounds for extremely serious concern. We believe that
the way in which international organizations react to this growing crisis and
the way in which they demonstrate their capacity and readiness to act are
increasingly assuming the charactsr of a crucial precedent. It is vital for
the international forums addressing the problems of the former Yugoslavia to
yield tangible results, for otherwise the international community would merely
be sending an extremely equivocal message, fraught with dire consequences, to
fomenters of unrest around the world. We should also bear in mind the fact
that, in the eyes of the international public, the hopes focused on the United
Nations effectiveness in conflict settlement appear today to be well justified
on the basis of the achievements of the world Organization in the recent past,
in particular in the area of the United Nations contribution to putting down

aggression.
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Since the beginniny of the crisis in the former Yugosiavia the Security
Council has repeatedly addressed the issue, adopting a large number of
resolutions on it. The International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia
offered us the right framework for the achievement of a lasting political
settlement of the conflict. The efforts of the two Co-Chairmen of the
Steering Committee of the Conference are praiseworthy, and the progress made
in the difficult and delicate negotiations should be properly appreciated. We
must note, howaver, that many important Security Council resolutions remain
dead letters, and that the decisions of the Internacional Conference contiaue
to be ignored.

Serb nationalism, both within and outside Serbia, and regular and
irregular forces of that nationalism undoubtedly bear the heaviest burden of
responsibility for the outbreak of the conflizt in the former Yugoslavia and
its extension to othor regions. All the peoples, all the nationalities,
living in those lands are victims of this conflict -~ Bosnian Muslims, Croats,
Serbs and others, who throughout hiistory have woven close ties with
Hungarians, and whose sufferings we therefore feel deeply. One could hardly
be more convinced than we are, as inhabitants of that region of Burops, that
this kind of extreme nationalism cannot serve the interests of the Serbs
themselves, wherever they may live, and that they must find their path to
salvation in a different policy.

The international community has stated and restated that any acquisition
of territory by force is illegal and unacceptable. It must reject and isolate
those who champion suck policies.,

We are deeply concerned about the persistent, massive and gystematic
viclations of human rights and international hunanitariam law, documented in

great detail in the report of Mr. Mazowlecki, Special Rapporteur of the
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Commission on Human Rights, ¢ -d in his statement to the Sacurity Council.
Hungary vigorously cordemns efforts to bring about the creation of so-called
nation-Statas through "ethnic cleansing” snd the establishment of “ethnically
pure* territories. We denounce the atrocities committed for this purpose and
the expuision of nai.ional or religious m'norities. The already teuse
situation in this regard threatena to engulf other territories in the north
and south of Serbia and beyond. Ian a region such as Central and Eastern
Europe it demonstrates incredible ignorance or criminal irresponsibility to
seek to achieve such objectives, for that would drag the whole rsgion into an
apoculyptic chzuin of events, with incalculable consequences.

The number of people in Bosnla and Harszegovina who have had to leave
their homes has risen to 2 million, and, with the continued “ethnic cleansing"
operations and continued fighting, fresh waves of rsfugees and displaced
persons may be expected. Hungary, a neighbouring country which was among the
firat to feel and absorb the effscts of this war, *as from the beginning taken
an active part in the international efforts to give refuge to those who have
f£led the fighting and degradation. Their number in Bungary is now
approximately 30,000. With the approach of winter, the human tragedy
unfolding before our very eyes will take on even more disastrous dimensicns.
The international community, and the Security Council in particular, must
remain permanently and actively seized of this problem, unprecedented in
Europe since the end of the Second World War.

Wo are fully aware that it is impossiblae to sddross the nroblam of Bosanisz
and Herzegovina by exclusively humanitarian means, that it is unthinkable to
restore peace in the country simply by feeding the population and healing its
wounds, But Hungary believes that in view of the alarming humanitarian

situation it is vital to teke practical steps without delay to overcome the
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imminent dangers and the immediate difficultiea by setting up safe areas for
humanitcarian purposes in various regions of Bosnia and Herzegoviua. These
areas could serve as safe havens for the civilian population, regardless of
ethnic or religious background.

The struggle for the survival of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
continues. The interaational community has not yet succeeded in halting the
aggression against this country. On the contrary, two thirds of its territory
have been occupied by the aggressors, who continue to benefit from
cross-border complicity and who no longer bother to disguise their strategic
territorial ambitionu. After reflecting on this question, we believe that we
must avoid the fundamental error of equating an aggressor that continues to
trample underfoot its international commitments and a victim striving, with
the means at its disposal, to depend itself, striving to exist.

We are profoundly concerned over the failure of international efforts to
end the despicable, abhorrent policies being pursued in Bosnia ana
Hergzogovina. All the -iguns are that everything we have done is far from being
enough. We must take much more vigorous action to dispel the illusion that
seems to prevail in some quarters that the world accepts the policy of
fait accompli. We must think of the consequences of a resolute and consistent
attitude by the community of nations for other parts of the planet suffering
bloody conflicts.

Hungary believes that, faced with a worsening of the crisis in Bosala and
Horzegovina and other regions of the former Yugoslavia, the Security Council
must act with the necessary resolve. It should pursus even more vigorously
its activities to ensure respect for its resolutioms by all parties; mtrictly
apply the sanctions regimwss that have been imposed; bring about a cessation of

hostilities; condemn any attempt to undermine the terr’.torial integrity of
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Bosnia and Herzegovina; call fcr an end to all foreign interference in the
countrys bring to justice those responsible for violations of human rights and
humanitarian international law; assist humanitarian operations; and contribute
to an overall political settlement of the conflict.

I now reswne my functions as President.

The next apeaker is the representative of Italy. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. TRAXLER {Italy) (interpretation from Freach): It is a sincere
pleasure for ms, Sir, to congratulate you on your assumpti-n of the presidency
of the Security Council. I should also like to congratulate the Permaaent
Representative of France on the highly effective way in which he conducted the
Council's business last month.

(apoke in English)

Italy welcomes and fully supports the emphasis which the Permanent
Representative of the United Kingdom placed on the important role played by
the EBuropean Community in the search for a political solution to the Yugoslav
crigis. Italy has made a significant contribution to these efforts -
particularly in the fields of preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and
numanitarian relief - sustaining, moreover, the 1oss of a number of Italian
officers and airmen.

Purthermore, as a remewed sign of our determination to do our best to
help in relieving the terrible humanitarian problems that confront the
population of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Italiean Minister of Foreign Affairs
anpounced last Thursday our willingness to provide asylum to several hundred
refugess from the region, in addition to those already admitted in the past

fow months, and im particular to persons held in detention camps.



S/PV.3137
15

(M. Traxler, Italy)

Desply concerned over the dramatic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and even more 8o over the ichuman practice of “ethnic cleansing”, which
recalls some of the darkest pages of European history, the Italian Government
welcomas the draft outline comstitution proposed by the co-chairmanship of the
Geneva Conference, which, while guaranteeing the territorial integrity of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, offers to all the ethnic components of that country a
concrete possibility of re-establishing the peaceful cozxistence that

prevailed among them for centuries.
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As Chairman of the Council of the Western Europeam Union (WEU), Italy has
been leading the operations of joint patrolling and monitoring in the Adriatic
Sea, while coordinating those activities with the efforts of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). For that reason we welcome the
provisions of the draft resolution to be adopted by the Security Council
concerning the strengthening of the enforcement of sanctions against the
Federal Rapublic of Yugoslavia and in particular the authorization to halt all
inward and outward maritime shipping in order to inspect and verify their
cargoas and destinations. We are convinced that these new rules will greatly
enhance the effectivaness of the embargo, helping the naval forces of the WEU
and NATO in the Adriatic Sea succesafully to discover and defeat any attempt
to violate or circumvent by sea the provisions of resolutions 713 (1991) and
757 (1992) and those of the draft resolution to be adopted by the Council.

In this connection I wish to inform the Council that I have taken due
note of the somewhat surprising and certainly totally unespected allegations
contained in the statement of the Permanent Representative of the United
States. The Italian Government, as soon as it is provided, through the
Sanctions Committesa, with all necessary data, will, 1 assure you, conduct the
most thorough investigation in order to ascertain the facts. Should the said
allegationr be confirmed, my Goverament will immediately initiate the proper
judiciary procedures in order to punish the culprits.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Italy for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker on my iist is the representative of Qatar. I invite him

to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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outset to extend to you, Sir, our congratulations on your assumptio;: of the
presidency of the Security Council for this moath. I also wish to «xpress my
heartfelt thanks to your predecessor the Permanent Representative [ France,
Mr. Jean-Bernard Mérimeée, for his able and excellent leadership of the
Council‘'s work last month.

I am pleased to extend to you, Mr. President, our thanks for your
commendable invitation to convene this meeting in response to the appeal by
the Contact Group of the Organization of the Islamic Conference /.1d in light
of the existing dangers that may lead to a further deterioration 2f the
situation in Boania and Herzegovina.

The State of Qatar, like every other State that respects h'man rights,
and I 4o not speak of the Islamic States only, is alarmed at tti suffering
that has been the lot, for many months, of the population of Binnia and
Herzegovina. The situation there is reminiscent of the horror. of the
atrocities of the Second World War. We had hoped that such ho...ors had
disappeared for good in our times, in a world where the princip 9s of the
United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rivhts prevail,

It is a source of shame for the international community that >t has been
unable so far to put a halt to the massacres and an end to the tragedy of the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina whose land has been violated in gross
aggression and against whom the crime of ethnic cleansing and other crimes
against humanity are being perpetrated. The consequences of such crimes have
proved impossi

As the United Nations Special Rapporteur has noted, the Moslems of Bosnia

and Herzegovina are being the target of mass extermination,
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Although the Security Council adopted resclution 781 (1992) which bans
military flights in the airspace of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbian aircraft
have continued to breach the terms of that resolution and have contiuued to
bomb Bosnia and Herzegovina and vent their wrath on its people with impunity,
without any fear of the international community.

Heavy Serbian guns continue to shell civilian targets in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, despite the fact that Serbian troops have agreed to lay down
their heavy weapons and place them under the supervision of the Unitad Nations
Protection Force (UNPROFOR). Bosnian defence forces are unable to repel such
aggression for lack of ammunition and because it is impossible for them to
obtain new weapons thanks to the resolutinn's embargo on victim and aggressor
alike.

The matter is extremely serious. I do not exaggerate when I say that the
application of the embargo to victim and aggressor alike is cynical and
preposterous and that it goes against the human conscience. Self-defence is a
principal right enshrined in the United Nations Charter. We are in duty bound
to enable Bosnia and Herzegovina to dofend itself as lony as the international
community is unable to ward off the Serbian aggression by recourse to the
provisions of the Charter, lacking as it does authentic resolve and real
determination.

The international community has a duty to repudiate the Serbian
aggression. The aggressor is a stronger and larger party and the victim of
aggression is a smaller and weaker neighbour and a Member of the United
Nations., Aggression must be prohibited in all cases. Aggression cannot be
permitted im certain cases and prohibited in otners. The Govermment in

Belgrade, which coatinues to organize and engineer aggression agaianst the
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Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the smaller and weaker party, must
desist. Every State, large and small, strong and weak, must abide by the
provisions of the United Nations Charter through unanimous adherence to the

prionciples of international law and by settling disputes by legal meaas.
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This would buttress the pillars of international legality and lay the
foundations of a world imbued with tolerance, justice and peace,

My delegation fully supports the adoption by the Security Council of a
resolution that would lift the embargo on the export of wasapons to
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 8o long as the international community remains unable
or hesitant to deter “he aggressor by force, to restorea usurped rights and to
put a halt to the horrors heaped upon the people of Bosnis and Herzegovina.

Continuation of the weapons embargo, in the case of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, amounts to support for the aggressor. We cannot believe that the
international community and the Security Council would accept that or turn a
blind eye to it. We tharefore join tho ~t*her States that have called upon the
Security Council to adopt a resolution to that effect without delay, for
otherwise the aggressor will persist in its recalcitrance and aggression, and
the international community will continue to appear to be impotent in the face
of that continuing aggression. This is something you would not accept and is
not acceptable to the peace-loving psoples of the world.

Zhe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Freanch): I thank the

representative of Qatar for the kind words he sldressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Comoros. I imnvite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. MOUMIE (Comoros): The delegation of the FPederal Islamic

Republic of the Comoros joins the delegations that have preceded it in
extending congratulations to you, Sir, as the President of the Council for the
month of November. We are confident that, under your able guidance, the

Council will successfully carry out its responsibilities,
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My delegation would also like to thank Ambassador Jean-Bernard Merimee,
the Permanent Representative of France, for his remarkable stewardship of the
Council during the month of October.

My delegation is pleased that at long last the Council has agreed to the
request of the member States of the Organization of the Islamic Conference for
the holding of these meetings, which we consider to be very important., We
regret the delay; however, it is better late than never,

The human suffering caused by the aggression carried out against the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Serbia and Montenegro through its puppet
Serbian nationalists, with the object of "ethaic cleansing"”, has been allowed
to continue too long. It is about time Member States were glven the
opportunity to air the deep feelings of their peoples on an issue that has
caused ¢oo much pain and suffering and aroused desp emotions, anxiety and
desperation in the Islamic community throughout the world.

It is our intention to air the innermost feelings of the defennceless
victims of the aggression - the young, the women, the weak and all those who
are suffering and whose voices cannot be heard, and the fealings of many
Muslims who helplessly witness the unjustifiable elimination of their brothers
and sisters. In doing so, we will at times use expressions that are less
diplomatic, and language that might be offensive or unpalatable to some. To
those we might offend, we ask their forgiveness, understanding and sympathy.

It is proper for us to begin by expressing our deep gratitude to
Anbassador Bdward Ferkins, tne Fermaneant EKepresentative of the United Statas
of America, for the tone and the contents of his statement to the Council last

Friday. Mr., Anbassador, the people for whom we speak appreciate the steadfast
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position of your Goverament, that of the United States of America, on the
crisis of the Balkans.

We are convinced that if the Council had adopted Ambassador Perkin's tone
from the baginning of the crisis, instead of the piecemeal, toothless,
half-hearted measures it adopted, the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina
would not be what it 1s today. We can only hope that time is still on our
side, and that the Council will have the political will to take the serious
steps that are neceasary to reverse the situation.

The moment has arrived for the Security Council, acting on behalf of the
international community, to prove wrong the perceptions held by our uninformed
Muslim masses on the double standards of the United Nations in dealing with
aggression., The impression is that the Council has not done enough to stop
the aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina. It §is true that the Council
has devoted considerable time to the question. However, it is our opinion
that it has failed to address the fundamental issus, which is aggression.

Most of the resolutions adopted by the Council deal with the humanitarian
aspects of the problem, which, although very important, are not at the core of
the problem. The main issue of the aggression by Serbia and Montemegro
against the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina has not been adequately addressed
by the Council.

Our people fail to comprehend the attitude of some members of the
Security Council who are adamancly opposed to the forceful implementation of
the n2-€ly wone in Rasnia and Harzagovina. where the Serbs use fighter planes
to decimate the people of Bosnia, in spite of the fact that this is a crucial

element of the London Accords.
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Our less educated brothers who are not well versed in the intricacies of
international affairs are justifiably puzzled by the apparent double
standards. The same Powers that were so compassionate and understanding and
eager to enforce the no-fly zone ian Irag in order to stop Muslims from killing
Muslims - a commendable attitude for which we are grateful - do not seem to
have the same compassion and eagerness when it comeas to stopping thn Serbs
from killing Muslims.

Unfortunately this kind of attitude can be wrongly construed in the minds
of the Islamic Umma to mean that the international community is silently
conspiring or acquiescing in the final elimination of the Muslims from the
corner of Europe. At this juncture I believe it would be proper for me to
quote from Lord Owan's statement before the Council last Friday:

“The Islamlic world, rightly, would accuse us of racism against the

Bosnian Musiims and hold it against us for centuries to come."

(8/PY.3134, pago 24)
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It is now up to the Security Council to take bold steps to stop Serbian
aggression against the Bosnian people in order to put to rest and eliminate
that perception by the Islamic umma, which represents more than a billion
human beings.

We believe that in this crisis, the States members of the European
Community have a moral obligation to protect the territorial integrity and the
unity of the States that were part of the former Yugoslavia. They encouraged
the disintegration of the former Yugoslavia, and thus they should protect
those who decided to break away. Consequently, they have a moral duty to
protect the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina by all means, including the use
of force. Act now before it is too late, lest your hesitations come back to
haunt you in the future,

Those who suffered under Nazism gshould know full well that “ethnic
cleansirg" can neither be acquiesced to nor tolerated.

My delegation is grateful for the statement of Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki,
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights. His revealing report on
the human rights situation in the former Yugoslavia has helped us all to
comprehend the true nature of the problem we are dealing with. We should also
1ike to pay homage to Mrs. Sadako Ogata, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, for the truly magnificont efforts she and her dedicated staff
have made for the benefit of the millions of people who have bean rendered
homeless in the former Yugoslavia.

Wa 1iatonad with areat interest to the statements of Mr. Cyrus Vance and
Lord Owen, co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former
Yugoslavia, who presented us with two outstanding —eports., We cannot but be

grateful for their untiring efforts to find a peaceful solution to the tragedy
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in Yugoslavia. They should be commended for their efforts and useful
suggaestions. We wish them well in their moszt difficult and thankless task.

My delegation was highly impressed by their well-presented arguments
against the partial and selective lifting of the arms embargo on Yugoslavia
imposed by Security Council resolution 713 (1991). Because of their position
as co-Chairmen of the International Conference, we appreciate their sentiments
on the issue. However, we beg to differ with them and with those who share
their analysis of the subject. We are firmly convinced that the Council is
duty-bound to 1lift the embargo in order to allow the State of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to import the heavy arms it needs to defend itself.

It is true that in most cases prcohibiting arms sales tends to dampen
conflict, while pushing arms sales deepens it. However, in the case of
aggression such as is taking place in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where the
aggressor outguns its victim, it cannot but have a positive impact on the
morale of the victim of aggression and be dissuasive to the aggressor -
particularly when the two Co-Chairmen have not informed us that they perceive
even an atom of desire on the part of the Serbian aggressor to settle the
matter at the negotiating table. The Serbians always sign cease-fire
agreements and become the first to break then.

From what we have heard Quring this debate, ws are further convinced that
the Serbian aggreasors have as their single goal the elimination of Muslims
from Bosnia at any cost. Therefore, we should not fool ourselves into
haliaving that the Sarbs il
negotiations, Deep inside, all members are convinced, as we are, that the
only language the Serbs understand is force. Have thenm the courage and the

political will to take decisions towards that end. It is only when the Serbs
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realize that their goals are unattainable by force that they will have an
incentive to search for a peaceful solution to the problem.

The only language bullies and aggressors understand is brute force, and
since, as Lord Owen remarked, those who have the power to deter aggressioa by
massive military interveantion do not have the will to act, does not the
Council then have th. moral responsibility ané obligation to give a fighting
chance to the victims of aggression? We have no right to put the aggressor
and the victim on an equal footing, particularly when we &ll agree that the
aggressor happens to be the one with heavy weaponry. What moral justification
does the Council - which is the organ entrusted with the maintenance of peace
and security and whick is supposed to protect the weak from the strong - have
to withhola from the weak, aggressed people of Bosnia sré Herzagovina the
right to defend tbemselves, particularly when the Council lacks the political
will to help them?

In the name of the dead and dying heroes of Bosnia, in the name of the
future martyrs of Bosnia, in the name of the young children aad women, in the
name of the orphans and f-he widows of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the neme of
all those who suffer morally because of their inability to alleviate the
plignt of their brothers and sisters in Bosnia, and to all those for whom we
are duty-bound to speak out because their voices cannot be heard, we urge and
call upon the Security Council to 1ift without further delay the arms embargo
on the State of Losnia and Horzegovina. Weo further request that those who are
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will help the Bosnians to deter Serbian aggression, hastem in doing so.
In conclusion, we have to state that time is running out for this lofty

body to act. The fatal hour is upon us, and thereiore we must take decisions
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that will not allow history to judge us harshly. The credibility of the
Security Council and that of the United Nations is boing tested., For more
than six months, we have allcwed the Serbs to kill and displace Bosnian
Muslims. A catastrophic war has been raging in Bosnia and Hsrzegovina, and
the conflagration threatens to spill over to the other parts of the former
Yugoslavia, all because of the Serbs' Gesire for a greater, “pure” and
homogeneous Serbian territory.

The time has come for the Council to send a firm and unambiguous message
to the Serbs that the patience of the international community has run cut, and
to 4o 30 by adopting measures that will deter the Serbs from their aggressive
behaviour, with the clesar mandate of enforcing those miasures by all means

available, including the use of force.
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Realizing that the Council might ignore ocur pleas, and in line with its
international responsibilities, my Government will continue to aupport all
efforts to reach a peaceful settlement. We firmly support the new proposal
for a constitution for Bosnia and Herzegovina based on the principles of
democracy, the protection of human and minority rights and the rejection of
all plans based on ethnic or religious separation, The restoration of the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and unity of Bosnia and Herzegovina is the
only basis for an acceptable peaceful solution.

We caunot end our statement without paying a deserved tribute to the
United Nations Protection Force, from its commander to its base units, and to
all those who are helping to alleviate suffering in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Comoros for the kind words he addressed to me,

The next speaker is the representative of Norway. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. HUSLID (Norway) (interpretation trom French): Mr, President, I
oxtend to you my greetings and congratulations,
(spoke in English)

The atrocities committed against the civilian population in Bosnia and
Herzegovina call for our unanimous condemnation. We strongly support the call
for an immediate cessation of all hostilities. It is necessary to comtinue to
search for a policical solution and to act jolatly in the spirit of
solidarity. The continuing involvement of the Security Council emphasizos the
grave concern of the world community and the need for a peaceful negotiated
settlement. The principal tools in our efforts will be the sanctions imposed

by the Security Council, along with persuasion and mediation.
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It is our firm conviction that the implementation of the Londen Agreement
and the ongoing Geneva International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia under
the most able leadership of its Co-Chairmen, Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, with
its broad-based approach, represents the best and perhaps the last chance to
settle the conflict by political means, It must continue to have our
wholehearted support. We would also stress that all parties to the conflict
share responsibility for establishing peace if the Geneva process is to
succeed. We must encourage the forces of moderation in all camps and those
willing and able to look ahead and take responsibility for finding a peaceful
solution.

No attempt to redraw existing borders by means of force must be
permitted, and an administrative redivision along purely ethnic lines
resulting frum "ethnic cleansing” must be avoided.

The Muslim population of Bosnia and Herzegovina today faces a critical
security and supply situntion. The tragic flood of refugesas and displaced
persons poses a challenge to the international community as a whole, We must
do our utmost to assist them in terms of both humanitarian aid aond security.
This is of particular importance in connection with the approaching winter in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the human suffering which might follow. 1t is
vitally important that the Office of the Uniten Nations High fommissioner for
Refugees be given the necessary support. Meeting the basic needs of refugees
in Bosnia and Herzegov na serves a double purpose, in that it also acts as a
barrier to the infamous practice of “ethn.ic cleansing”.

We are deeply concerned about the human-rights situation in Bosnia and
Harzegovina. 1In her address to the General Assembly in September, Prime
Minister Brundtland called for the establishment of an intermational tribunal

to punish all those respons.ble for war crimes. Security Council
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resolution 780 (1992), providing for the establishment of an impartial
Commission of Experts, is an important step in this context. This initlative
sliould be followed up and supplemented. We commend Lord Owen's proposal to
bring the Council of Europe in to exercise international judicial control of
respect for human rights and a future constitution for Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Lev me also draw attention to the report of the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe under the so-called Moscow Human Dimension Mechanism
Mission to Croatia, and the proposal that a committee of experts from
interested States be convened as soon as possible in order to prepare a draft
treaty establishing an international ad hoc tribunal for certain crimes
committed in the former Yugoslavia. We commend this proposal to the
international community for appropriate action. Our efforts in connection
with the registration and documentation of violations of human rights must be
expadited. There should be no doubt that we are all working energetically
together to secure respect for human rights and international humanitarian law,

In a situation with an almost complete breakdown of trust, where the
parties act on their worst suspicions, the rapid deployment of United Nations
obsaervers on Bosnia's borders is particularly important and has our fvll
support.

The proposed strengthening of sanctions is a clear message to all those
involved in contraband activities that the breaking of the
United Hations-imposed sanctions will not be tolerated by the world
community. The draft resolution before the Council represents an important
step to ensure effective implementation of the sanctions. Its unanimous
adoption by this Council would be a timely message to all those who bear

responsibility for the present tragedy in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Today we join others in calling cn the parties to stop the hostilities,
respect the cease-fire and commit themselves to a political settlement,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Norway for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Lithuania. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mp., GURECKAS (Lithuania): I wish to congratulate you, Sir, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for this month, and 1
wish you great success during the Council's deliberations on extremely
important and difficult issues.

Please allow me also to express my appreciation for this opportunity to
address the Security Council, the most important body of the United Nations,
entrusted with the weighty task of maintaining peace and security in our
interdependent world.

The Lithuanlan delegation wishes to volce its views on the critical issue
of Bosnia and Herzegovina bucause of the apprehension of Lithuania's
Government and people over the dire consequences of successful aggression
against that country. If the Serbian conquests and the tragic results of
*ethnic cleansing” sre allowed to stand, it will set an unfortunate precedent
for all potential aggressors around the world. We already see certain aspects
of Serbian aggreasion re-enacted in the bniester region of Moldova and
Abkhazia in Georgia. It is not difficult to foresee that there will be more
to come, since Serbian aggression in Bosnia and Herzegovina has to date been a
low-cost, low-risk campaign with high yields. Even though Bosnian Serbs may
have valid political aspirations, nothing can justify the armed aggression,
massive expulsions and killing of innocent civilian populatjons taking place

in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Nevertheless, we understaand that there may be valid reasons why the
Security Council, the Conferesuce on Security and Cooperation in Europe and
other international bodies find it impossible or inadvisable to intervene in
order to defend Bosnia and Herzegovina from aggression. However, if the
international community cannot provide effective defence, it cannot morally
deny the right of self-defence to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The right to self-defence is an inherent right of any sovereign State.
It is one of the fundamental principles of international law, enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations. No international body has the right to take it
away or to curb it, especially if it cannot or will not provide an adeqguate
defence for the victimized. To continue to impose a stranglehold on a victim
engaged in a life or death struggle is morally and legclly unacceptable, just
as is the non-differentiation between aggressor and vict.im,

For those reasons, Lithuania urges the Security Council seriously to
consider the 1lifting of the arms embargo against Bosnia and Herzegovina so
that that sovereign State cam at the very least defend itself from the
ruthless onslaught of aggressor forces.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
represaentative of Lithuania for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Croatia. I invite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statemnt

Mr. NOBILO (Croatia): My country is honoured@ by the opportunity to
address the Security Council for the first time. Let me express our special

and deepest admiration for you, Mr. President, for the Secretary-General, for
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the Co-Chairmen of the Confereance on the Former Yugo:lavia, for the Special
Rapporteur on human rights in Yugoslavia and for the High Commissioner for
Refugees for their brave efforts to restore peace and bring an end to human
suffering. Croatia is grateful for all the efforts that the Security Council
has made to stop the aggression against two States Members of the United
Nations -~ the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
We are also grateful to the troop-contributing countries, which are sparing no
effort and no risk in order to help.

In his recent letter to the Secretary-General, the President of the
Republic of Croatia, Franjo Tudjman, welcomed the indisputable results that
the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) had achieved in putting an end
to the war in Croatia and in initiating the withdrawal of the Yugoslav army
from the occupied territories south of Dubrovnik. Unfortunately,
implementation of the existing Vance plan is still being seriously delayed and
the situation in the occupied areas is continuously deteriorating. These
disturbing facts have been officially confirmed by the highest officials of
the United Nations and of UNPROFOR.

At this moment we are witnessiug the consistent militarization of the
United Nations Protected Areas in spite of the fact that all the Serbian
insurgents and paramilitary forces should have been disarmed and disbanded a
long time ago. Refugees and displaced persons still are not able to return to
their homes in the United Nations Protected Areas; the Croatian Goverament is
still not allowed to establish its control inside the “pink zones'; big purts
of the Croatian international boundaries - recognized by the international
community - are not y.ot under the control of UNPROFOR authorities; essential

conditions for establishing a framework for the reintegration of all the
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occupled territories - through implementation of the constitutional Law on
Minorities and the Law on Abolition - have not Leen met. Therefore,

President Tudjman has proposed the consistent snd irmediate implementation oi
all the relevant Security Council resolutions, and has asked for the
strengthening of the UNPROFOR mandate in accordance with Chapter VII and
Chapter VIII of the Charter of the Uanited Nations.

Croatia finds it necessary to require enforcement of the UNPROFOR actions
so that all paramilitary formations inside the United Nations Protected Areas
can be disarmed, the expulsion of the non-Serb population halted and the
unbearable anarchy in the United Nations Protected Areas brought to an end.

We sbould like to sed, through implementation of Security Council resolutions
and broadaning of the mandate of UNPROFOR, the establishment cf the conditions
for the gradual reintegration of the United Hatlions Protected Areas into the
legal, political, economic and social system of the Republic of Croatia.

We believe it is necessary to underiines the serious deterioration of the
Vance plan, bacauge what is happening in the United Nations Protected Areess
cannot be separated frowm the politicsl, military and humanitarian situation in
neighbouring Bosnia and Hersegovina. IXf tho United Nations peace plen in
Croatia is not implemsnted, that will decresase chances for the success of the
éven more complex peacoe plar in Bosnia.

Furthermore, falilure of the peace-keeping plan in the Republic of Croatia
would opes the door for recognition of the fruits of the sggression launched
sgainst Bosnia and Hersegovina. New militarisation of the United Nations
Protected Areas has resulted in increasing Serbian firepower being supplisd
across the territory of Bosnia and Hersegovina. The weakness of UNPROFOR and

its lack of determination are providing fruitful soil for the rise of an



§/pPV.3137
39

(Mc. Nobilo, Croatia)
aggressive Serbian policy, which was bluntly demonstrated in a receant attempt
to proclaim the unification of the occuplied territories in Croatia and in
Bosnia and Herzegovina into a Serblan artificial State entity - the final goal
being to become a part of greater Serbia. Therefore, ongoing preparations for
the plebiscite for the unification of these territories should be condemned by
the Security Council and prevented by UNPROFOR,

Freezing the ongoing situation inside the United Nations Protected Areas
has enabled Serbian forces to transfer the majority of their manpower to the
battlefront in Bosnia and Herzegovina., From the occupied territories in
Bosnia and Herzegovina new attacks are being launched on the territory of th-
Republic of Croatia, and a constant flow of supplies is makivgy possible the
ougoing occupation of Croatian soil. At the same time, people in Bosnia and
Herzegovina are starving to death because the essontial humanitarian
corridors - provided for in Security Council resolution 776 (1992) - have not
yet been established. Intensified Serbian aggression and constant “ethnic
cleansing” are making the already catastrophic situation even worse. New
tides of refugees are putting .n Croatia an even bigger burden than the
sanctions imposed by Security Council resolution 757 (1992) have put on Serbia
and Montenegro.

The Republic of Croatia was among the first countries in the world to
racognize the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the

Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In defending Hosnia and Hergzegovina from

Sarhian aanrossion and in sholtering Rosnia‘s rafugeas

Bosnia and Herzegovina have done more than all the other countries combined.
The total number of refugees in the Republic of Croatia - 750,000 - is almost

equal to the number of people employed in that country. The result has been
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devastating ifuflaticn and such a8 serious deterioration of the standard of
living in my country that the majority of the population is facing the danger
of malnutrition.

In the terrxlitory of weatern Heriegovina, where Croats make up 90 per cent
of the total populatinug, there are today more Muslim refugees than Croat
residents. Areas under the control of the Croatian Defence Council are the
only part of Bosunia and Herzegovina where Muslims can feel safe and secure
from the Serbian onslaught. In spite of that, while the world passively
watches the Serbian conguests and continuation of “ethnic cleansing" in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Croatia is criticized for its uanwlllingness to receive every

now wave of refugses.
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Croatia has already proposed establishing safe sones for the refugees in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as the most efficient and, from a political point of
view, the most valuable approach to this appalling situation. These safe
sones should primarily be organized in and around major besieged towns in
Bosnia and Herzegovina by 1lifting the Serbian sieges and by opening permanent
humanitarian corridors through to them. Any other solution would only
contribute to the ongoing Serbian “ethnic cleansing®.

The international community also launches enormous diplomatic and media
pressure against Croatis whenever the defemce and survival of Bosnia and
Hersegovina are at stake. Croatia has ~ in accordance with the Joint
Agreements signed by the Presidents of the two Republics - offered military
help to the Croats in Bosnia and Herszegovina and o the Bosnian Government
forces in an effort to prevent, or at least to ease, the terrifying
consequences of the genocidal policy of “ethmic cleansing” that is being
executed by the Serbian side. Despite this fact, Croatia has constantly been
accused of invading and occupying Bosnia and Herzegovina. Croatia has been
named a traltor to the Muslims, and accused of holding secret negotiations
with the Serbs on the partition of Bosnia and Herzegovina, even though
Croatian forces have been bravely defending Bosanski Brod, hopelessly waiting
for the international humanitarian corridor to be established along that
route. HNot only has the United Nations Protectiocn Force never opened the
corridor, but neighbouring cities in Croatia, particularly Slavonski Brod,
were shelled, barbarously, for months., The Croatian units have therefore been
forced to retreat.

We faced the same challenges and doubts once normalization of
Croatisn-Serbian relations began under the auspices of the Geneva conference,

because many tried to interpret this, unjustifiably, as a betrayal of the
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Muslims in Bosnia and Herzaegovina. Unfortunately, no further progress has
been made in this regard so far, owing to the lack of decisive international
pressure on the Belgrade authorities.

There has been no change in the policy of the Republic of Croatia with
regard to the integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Croatia, and Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina, were the first to
support the constitutional framework proposed by Co-Chairmen Mr. Cyrus Vance
and Lord Owen at the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia. We
also strongly support the negotiations in the Mixed Military Working Group and
a common political and defence alliance between Muslims and Croats aimed at
achieving a cessation of hostilities and providing political solutions.

Peace and post-war recovery are our priorities; we would certainly not
like to be drawn into the endless bloodshed in Bosnia and Herzegovina. But we
remain determined in supporting a constitutional and political solution in
Bosnia and Herzegovina that will also afford equal rights for the Croatian
people. In that regard, we are ready to accept any negotiated solution agreed
between the three constituent nations of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Croatia has made a significant effort to stop the distressing, though
isolated, incidents between Croatian and Muslim forces in some areas in Bosnia
and Ferzegovina, These incidents have largely been orchestrated attempts to
split the Croatian-Muslim alliance against Serbian aggression, or reflected
the then differing views of Muslims and Croats concerning the constitutional
future of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

To our great discontent, we must stress that Croatia has time and again
been used as a scapegoat for the mounting human tragedy that is spreading

throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina. We do not think that the way towards peace
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is to say that the aggressor and his victim are both equally guilty. There is
no doubt that in the horrible war in the former Yugoslavia, the Serbian side
is the aggressor and Croats, Muslims and other non-Serbs are the victims. It
is high time for determined action by the Securitvy Council, It is time to
halt the aggression and isolate and punish the aggressor. It is time to
enable Bosnia and Herzegovina to assume its legitimate right of self-defance.
It is time to force the Serbian insurgents in Bosnia &nd Herzegovina and in
Croatia, and their Belgrade masters, finally to accept the principles and
decisions of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia.

Croatia wants Bosnia to have peace and ¢o retain its integrity, not only
for the sake of the legitimate rights of the Croatian population in our
neighbouring States, but alsoc for the sake of the historical, geopolitical,
economic and strategic ties between the two countries. In urging the Security
Council to create the necessary conditions for UKPROFOR to conclude its
mandate in Croatia successfully we are trying to enmable the United Nations to
transfer the brwve and noble peace-keeping forces to the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, where Serbian aggression is still continuing. Croatia's
ultimate goal remains firm bilateral relations ard continued friendship with
Bosnia and Herzegovina based on a constitutional solution fully acceptable to
all three of the constituent nations of that country.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Croatia for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker on my list is the representative of Azerbaijan. I

invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Sir, to begin by congratulating you on your assumption of the presidency of
the Security Council during November. We are sure that your erormous
experience and authority will ensure the success of the Council's work and
will serve the cause of strengthening peace and securit- in our world.

I should also 1like to make special mention of the work doune by the
President of the Security Council in October, the Permanent Representative of
France, Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée. Under his able quidance, the Council
showed its Qetermination to find ways to resolve the protracted conflict in
former Yugoslavia.

For a long time now, the attention of the world community has baen
focused on events in former Yugoslavia, whose territory has become a hotbed of
constant tension in Central Europe. The United Nations and the Security
Council in particular have never been indifferent to the tragic course of the
conflict, and today we express our gratituds to Mr, Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen,
the Co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Pormer Yugoslavia, and
also to Mrs. Sadako Ogata, the United Natlions High Commissioner for Refugees,
and Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights, for their ceaselass efforts to resolve the problem
and to ease the suffering of the hundreds of thousands of people who have been
forcibly sucked into the tragic maelstrom of the events taking place in the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The end of the cold war, eliminating the division of the world into
two opposing camps, has removed the threat of global military confrontations.

Totalitarian empires have fallen, and the world community has been joined by
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new independent States, the overwhelming majority of which are trying to
resolve the problem of strengthening their national sovereignty and security
in keeping with the principles of democracy and peaceful coexistence. At the
same time, we must acknowledge with regrat that the transformations that began
in the territory of the former Soviet Union have not yet led in Eastern and
Central Europe to the creation of a stable system of collective security in
that vast region.

The leaders of certain countries have made aggressive nationalism and
territorial expansionism the cornerstones of their policies towards their
former fellow citizens. As a result, we have witnessed the rebirth of the
horrendous practice of “ethnic cleansing” at a time when the victory of
universal human values seemed 8o close.

For more than six months now, we have witnessed how the Serbian
separatist forces supported by Belgrade have effectively dismembered the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is therefore important that the
Security Council should give its assessment both of the actions of Belgrade -
which has interfered in the internal affairs of a neighbouring sovereign
State - and of the actions of the Serbian separatist armed units which are

undermining from within the integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a State.



§/PV.3137
46

(Mx. Hassanov, Azerbaijan)

It is very important for the international community, through the United
Nations and the Security Council ia particular, to demonstrate resolve and
determination in the face of this situation. so that not only the Serbian
leaders but all those who are planning and attempting to carry out the
military expansion of their territories at the expense of others will
understand that the world will not accept any alteration of borders through
violence or force cf arms. Only strict adherence to this principle can
restore the natiunal sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Fepublic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and put an end to the mi:sive and forcible expulsion of
innocent civilians from their homes.,

The Republic of Azerbaijan is confident that one of the key elements of a
comprehensive approach to the settlement of this conflict is the fundamental
principle of territorisl integrity. The Republic of Azerbaijan adds its voice
to previcus appeals to all parties to the conflict to respect the territorial
inteyrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and does not intend to recognize any
national territorial formations that might be proclaimed unilaterally, nor any
mechanisms that might be impused in violation of the territorial integrity of
that State or of aany other State. The Republic of Azerbalijan fully supports
the call for an immediate end to any interference from outside the borders of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, including infiltration into that couatry by irregular
armed units and forces.

In conclusion, our delegation appeals to the Security Council to take all
necessary steps, under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, to achieve a
complete cessation of hostilities in that region; full restoration of the
State sovereignty anA territorial integrity of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina; a complete halt to the inhuman practice of "ethnic cleansing”,

which contravenes all norms of huwnan conduct; and a condemnation of the acts
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of the Serblian separatists - citizens of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina - seeking to dismember that State, on the understanding that the
internstional community will never tolerate the policy of fait accompli
regarding the de facto division of the country or any attempts forcibly to
alter internationally recognized boundaries. The Council should also give
comprehensive assistance to the refugees and displaced persons and help them
to return to their homes.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Azerbaijan for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Kuwait. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. ABULHASAN (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): I should like
to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Security
Council for this month. We are quite confident that your outstanding
qualities will guarantee the success of our work. You represent Hungary, a
friendly country that has the closeat ties with my country, Kuwait. I shoulad
1ike also to pay tribute to your predecessor, our friend Ambassador
Jean-Barnard Mérimde, the Pormanent Representative of France, for his wisdom
and ability in conducting the work of the Council last month.

Although Security Council resolutiona 770 (1992) and 771 (1992) were
adopted a long time ago and the London Conference on the settlement of the
question of :he former Yugoslavia concluded ics work more than seventy days
ago, no significant progress has been made in implemonting the Security
Council rosolutions on Bosnia and Herzegovina or the recommendations of the
London Conference. The pe ple of Bosnia and Herzegovina 8still face a war of

extermination at the hands of Serbian forces and the forces backed by
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Serbia and Monteneggro. As a result, thousands of innocent people have been
killed and great numbers have been displaced from their homeland and forced to
abandon their properties.

The Special Rapporteur of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and the Rapporteur of the Economic and Social Council have
prepared a detailed report on the grave violations of human rights in the
former Yugoslavia, I gquote from the report submitted to us in document
8724766, dated 6 November, 1992:

“*The military conflict in Bosnia snd Herzegovina, which is aimed at
achieving ‘ethnic cleensing', remains a matter of particular and most
urgent concern, Consequently, and in accordance with resolution
1992/5-1/1 of the Commission on Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur has
decided to prepare the present periodic report in order to draw the
attention of the Comnission on Human Rights, as well as the Security
Council, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees asnd all
Governments and concerned international organizations, to the most
compelling problems associated with the policy of ethanic¢ cleansing”.
(5424766, para 1)

The international communicv seems to believe that the "ethnic cleansing” now
being pursued in Bosnia ard Herzegovina by the Serbian forces is not a result
of the war but i3 ratner one of its objectives, 1In sctual fact, the Muslims
of Bosnia and Herzegovina are threatened by extermination unless the
international community takes specific measures to rescue them.

The Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina is a State Member of the United
Nations. The Security Council has adopted more than one resolution

emphasizing the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Bosnia and
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Herzegovina. In an attempt to limit the fighting, the Council has adopted a
number of resolutions whose provisions include banning military flights over
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the placing of heavy artillery and weapons under
international control, the release of all prisoners and detainees, the closing
down of concentration camps and the halting of the policy of "ethnic
cleansing”. Regrettably, however, these resolutions have not been
implemented. What we have seen is the violation of the ban on military
flights, and the consequent prevention of the arrival of the vital
humanitarian assistance to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. All this
constitutes a flagrant violation of the principles and provisions of
international law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, and the United Nations
Charter.

The tragic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a matter of deep
concern to us, as are the Belgrade Government's reneging on the commitments it
made at tne London Conference und the absence of a permanent follow-up
mechanism to those commitments. We believe that the war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina is not a civil war but rather a war of extermination perpetrated
against the people of an independent Stats and a brazen occupation of its

territories.
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We therefore call upon the Security Council to take all the necessary
measures provided for in Chapter VII of the Charter to implement its
resolutions which imposed a ban on military flights by the warplanes of Serbia
and Montenegro in the airspace of Bosnia and Herzegovina the latest of which
was resolution 786 (1992), and to ensure the withdrawal of the Serbian regular
and irregular troops from those territories.

We call upon the international community to provide all necessary
material, military and moral support to enable the Government of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to exercise its legitimate right of self-defence,

This requires that the embargo on weapons supplies to the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, should be lifted especially in the absence of a
collective defence.

Kuwait hopes that the meeting of the Council will lead to the adoption
of a resolution that would 1ift this embargo on weapons supplies. We also
believe that those who have committed serious breaches of the Fourth Geneva
Convention should be pursued and put on trial, in accordance with Security
Council resolution 771 (1992) and other relevant resolutions.

We support the right of the people and Goverament of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to ask Serbia and Montenegro for just compensations for damage and
loss of life and property.

The tragic sgituation in Bosnia and Herzegovina calls for emergency
measures. Priority should be given to the protection of the right of man to
life and to the protection of human beings. In view of the tragic nature of

the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is incumbent on the intermational
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community to increase humanitarian assistance and to give priority to opening
up routes for humanitarian relief to all the beseiged parts of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

All these measures constitute immediate and urgent measures to halt the
Serbian agyression against Bosnia and Herzegovina and to implement the
Council's resolutions and the conclusions of the London Conference. The
Security Council has had marked success in establishing a foundacion for peace
in various parts of the world, especially through shuping the concept of
collective security, which imparts credibility to the Council, through the
enforcement of its resolutions.

We hope that the Security Council'’s resolutions on Bosnia and
Herzegovina will be implemented and complied with so that that people may
enjoy its human right to life in its own homeland in peace and stability.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Kuwait for his kind words addressed to my country and to me.

The next speaker is the represeatative of Afghanistan. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr, GHAFQORZAI (Afghanistan): At the outset, Sir, may I
congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the Council for the
month of November.

We wish you a successful presidency, especially when a very important
matter, namely the grave situation in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegoviaa,
is under consideration.

We also commend the outstanding leadership the Permanent Representative
of France provided the Council during the month of October.

Having listened carefully to the presentations of the Co-Chairmen of the

International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia, Mr. Cyrus Vance and
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Lord David Owen, as well as the insightful remarks of the Special Rapporteur
of the Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Mazowiecki, and the information
provided by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs. Ogata, it
is obvious that a clear line Adivides the oppressor from the oppressed. Bosnia
has lost three quarters of its territory to the Serbian aggression, and its
population is being systematically “cleansed” on the basis of their
ethnicity. As is evident from Mr. Mazowiecki‘'s report contained in document
§/24766, widespread human rights violations are taking place in Bosnia and
Herzegovina concurreatly with the negotiations and commitments taking place in
Geneva. The report specifies:

"As a result of those violations, a great number of people are suffering

and have lost their lives., Thousands more find their lives threatened

and their human dignity violated. Unless immediate action is taken,
many of them will not survive the coming winter. As indicated in the
first report, the Muslim population are the principal victims and are

virtually threatened with extermination.” (85724766, para. 5)

While my delegation welcomes the heroic and exhausting work of the
United Nations Protection Force, the International Committee of the Red Cross,
the Office of the United Nations High Commissloner for Refugees, and the
aforementioned indfviduals, we strongly believe that more and immediate action
must ke taken before it is too late for the people of Bosnia.

Afghanistan, having itself experienced a terrible war of aggression not
too long ago, shares and understands the pain, frustration and suffering of
the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We know how it feels when a foreign
aggressor, equipped with modern weapons of death and destruction, invades

one's territory and subjects an innocent nation to untold sufferings and
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inhuman atrocities. Our opposition to the aggression against national
sovereignty, territorial integrity, fundamental human rights and the national
unity of Bosnia and Herzegovina is not only on the basis of Islamic
solidarity. To the Islamic State of Afghanistan it is a matter of principle
to stand in defence of the oppressed against the oppressor and aggressor. It
matters not whether the oppressed is a Muslim or non-Muslim nation. The
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a clear case of conflict between
justice and injustice, between right and wrong, and between respect for and
disrvegard of fundamental human rights. That is why we consider it our moral
duty to stand firm for the principles for which the Organization has fought
for decades.

Certainly, the United Nations, through the Council, has made
commendable contributions to the maintenance of international peace and
security and has indeed prevented thousands of innocent people from perishing
in hotbeds of tension around the globe., In the case of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, however, the Organization has been the source of some
disappointment for all those who believe in international justice and those
who have places their hope and trust in the Organization. This may be
particularly true for those who question the validity and justifiability of
the arms embargo against the people of Bosnia and Herz2egovina, which

seriously hamper their just and inheremt right to self-defence.
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Let us examine the rationale of such a claim. Security Council
resolution 713 (1991) provides ample, sufficient and conclusive proof that the
Council has not imposed an embargo on Bosnia and Herzegovina. In fact,
resolution 713 (1991) dealt with the conflict between two parties, Croatia and
Serbia and Montenegro, at a time when Bosnia and Herzegovina was not even an
issue. Indeed, in no legal or technical sense does Security Council
resolution 713 (1991) pertain to Bosnia and Herzegovina, for the resolution
was adopted in September 1991, while the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina
arose in April of 1992.

The nearest that Security Council resolution comes to being applicable to
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina is its operative paragraph 6, which
states that the Security Council

“Dacides, undar Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,
that all States shall, for ths purposes of establishing peace and
stabilicy in Yugoslavia, immediately implement a general and complete
embargo on all deliveries of weapous and military equipment to Yugoslavia
until the Security Couuncil decides otherwise following consultations
between the Secretary-General and the Govermment of Yugoslavia,”

It may be clear from that text that the Security Council resolution
imposed aunctions on what was called Yugoslavia in September 1991, when Serbia
and Montemegro was at war with Croatia. One thing is obvious, and that is
that in November of 1992 the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 18 not the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia of 1991.

From the legal standpuint it seems senseless to contend that (he
sovereign State of Bosnia and Herzegovina should be subject to an arms embargo

and sanctions because it was once part of the Socialist Federal Republic of
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Yugoslavia. Furtharmore, the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, after
democratically electing its Goverament in early 1992, declared its
independence in February 1992 and was subsequently recognized by the
international community as a sovereign State, being admitted to the United
Nations upon recognition of the legitimacy of its Government. Acceptance of
the notion that the sovereign State of Bosnia and Herzegovina is subject to
political dictates that affect the former Yugoslavia may contradict our own
announcement of recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a sovereign State.

It is even more painful to note that the embargo on arms shipments
benefits the Serbian side, which has the active support of the former Yugoslav
armed forces, while placing the Bosnian side at a great disadvantage,
Moreovar, the sanctions are not being decisively implemented. The Ambassador
of the United States has clited some of the violations in the course of this
debate.

In our view, every one of the principles set forth on the first page of
the Charter of the Or~anization have been violated with regard to Bosnia and
Herssgovina, with the resul’. that 70 per cent of the territory of that small,
sovereigs and indep -dent member of the world family is illegally occupied and
held captive and hundreds of thousands of the country's innocent Muslims and
Croats have been expelled from their homes and gubjected to the abhorrent
policy of "ethnic cleansing”, which has subjected the Muslim population of the
country to untold suffering and threatens them with extermination,

We hear some express fears that the lifting of the arms embargo could
further escalate the coenflict. We would have preferred their suggesting an
offective and antion-oriented alternative to prevent the extermination and
annihilation of a nation and the total destruction of a young Member of this

Organization.
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We have entered into a new phase in world relations. We have denounced
aggression and have taken a united stand in the face of its use against
sovereiga States. Europe long ago pledged its determination to safeguard and
promote peace. The horrifying memories of the holocaust are still with us
but, surprisingly, the world comaunity has yet to take resolute action in the
face of naked aggression against a sovereign State - at the least to remove
the unjustifiable arms embargo, thus enabling this victimized nation to defend
itself.

It is really unfortunate to see the principles of respect for
soversigaty, territorial integrity and non-interference in the internal
affairs of States, which are the cornerstone of the Organization and of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, constantly being violated by Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro), which once, as one of the founders of the Movement,
helped to install them as one of its basic elements. Serbia and Montenegro
could revive the spirit of the former Yugoslavia by submitting to justice and
to the call of the international community.

We believe that the draft resolution to be adopted after the present
debate should do more than echo the previous resolutions adopted by the
Council on the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and that it should set out
an action-oriented policy aimed at ending the calamity in that country. The
draft resolution should clearly and unequivocally warn the Serblan aggressors
and their backers that the world will not sit still and that their crimes will
not go unpurnished.

What we need today is not more resolutions similar to those already
adopted but, rather, a resolution for positive action, one that will not put

the people of Bosnia to further strain and at greater disadvantage. My
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delegation, while supporting the idea of creating safe havens for the refugees
within the territory of Bosnia and advocating a tougher no-fly z0ne for
military aircraft over Bosnian airspace, also supports the efforts of the
United Nations, its various agencies and the non-governmental organizations
currently assisting the Bosanian people. However, we feel that there is more
to be done to defend the Bosnians and to help them to defend themselves.

While we appreciate the reace-keeping efforti of the world body, we
believe that, in view of the fact that the embargo has increased the imbalance
to the advantage of the aggressors, a unllateral lifting of the embargo is
necessary for the Bosnians to exercise their right to self-defence.

The PRESIDENT (intexpretation from Frerch): I thank the
representative of Afghanistan for his kind words addresseod to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Tunisia. I invite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KHOUINI (Tunisia)(interpretation from Freach)s My delegation is
particularly pleased to see you, Sir, presiding over the Security Council.
That a diplomat of your talent, representing a friendly country, Hungary, is
guiding our deliberations today is of itself a guarantee of success as well as
an assurance that this important United Nations body responsible for the
maintenance of international peace and security will do its utmost to respond
to the hopes vested in it, not only by the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina

but by the whole of the international community,
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As we offer you our congratulations, my delegation wishes also to convey
to your predecessor, the Permaunent Representative of France,

Ambassador Jean-Beranard Mérimée, our warm appreciation for the competent and
stylish way in which he presided over the Council last month.
(spoke in Arabic)

My delegation has listened with great interest to the statements by the
two Co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia,

Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, as well as to the statements by Mr. Mazoweicki,
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, and Mrs. Ogata, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. My delegation wishes to
axpress its great appreciation for the work they are doing with such patience
and dedication.

I alsc take this opportunity to pay tribute to the United Nations
Protection Force (UNPROFOR), which is devotedly carrying out its functions
under extremely difficult circumstances.

At the meeting of the African Regional Conference, on 2 November 1992, in
Tunisia, in preparation for the Vienna International Conference scheduled for
1995, His Ezcellency Mr. Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, the President of the
Tunisian Republic, made an inaugural statement. He referred to the tragedy in
Bosnia and Herzegovina in the following terms:

“in view of our commitment to upholding human rights as an
indivisible whole, irrespective of the creed, nationality, identity or
culture of any indiviCual, we express our profound consternation at the
forced exodus, explusion and extermination to which the people of Bosnia
and Herzegovina are being subjected in contempt of the most elementary of
humanitarian values and principles. Our support for that people and the

concern we share about their future stem from our deep-seated faith that
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respect for the will of peoples and the preservation of their cultural
identity and their free choice is the healthy and appropriate foundation
on which to create and maintain 2 sound human-rights environment in all
the latitudes of the planet."

The report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights
dated 6 November 1992 (S/24766) speaks of the extermination of the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and evokes the same feelings of consternation and
indignation.

The members of the Council have no doubt noted in that report certain
facts reminscent of a bygore period of history. The report states that the
wretched victims of the violations are beyond number, and that many have lost
their lives.

"Thousands more find their lives threatrened and their human dignity

violated. Unless immediate action is taken, many of them will not

survive the coming winter." (£/24766, para, §)
The report goes on to state that the principal objective of the military
conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina is the setting up of ethnmically homogeneous
regions. The “ethnic cleansing" does not appear to be the consequence of the
war, but rather its goal, « goal that has in part been achieved.

The report also speaks of the appalling conditions in the camps, in which
people who hoped to flee from "ethnic cleansing” have gathered. It states

that Sarajevo, the capital, is a dying city. The population of Hosnis and

Harzagovina iz dasnarata and has lagt 21l hope of salwation
reported of people dying of hunger and exhaustion in the streets,
Furthermore, the po ulation has lost all confldence in the effectiveness of

international assistance.
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Given this tragic situation, the report concludes that only an immediate
cease-fire can save the population of Sarajevo and that of other besieged
towns.

The report, then, underscores the word "extermination”. And this is more
than just a statement of fact. It 1s terrifying testimony to what can happen
in today's world when, at tae same time, the international community is loudly
rejoicing in the advent of a new era of promotion of human rights, democracy
and fundamental freedoms.

We are entitled to ask what these concepts and values can possibly mean
to the population of Bosnia and Herzegovina, when 100,000 people have been
killed so far in the former Yugoslavia; when a million people are in flight,
refugees without refuge; when 400,000 are threatened with death from hunger
and cold this coming winter. And this, alas, seems likely to continue given
the constantly worsening situation, This is a harsh reality, and full of
challenges.

And who will be reaponsible for facing up to such challenges?

The people of Bosnia and Herzugovina are committed body and soul to
facing these challenges. They lack neither courage nor faith in the justice
of their cause. It is the means of providing for their protection that are in
short supply.

Bosnia and Herzegqgovina has attained the status of being subject to
international law as it has acceded to the membership of the United Nations
and has become committed to the Organization's Charter. Thus it is entitled
to demand the protection conferred by international law. The statement made

by the delegation of Bosnia and Herzeqgovina last Friday before this Council
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proved that the faith of its Goverument in the principles of the Organization
is firm, but the report from which I have just quoted gives the impression
that the Bosnian people are beginning to have some doubts about the value of
the principles articulated in the United Nations Charter.

It is up to us, and today it is up to the Security Council in particular
to dispel such disguieting doubts. It is the fate of a people which faces
extermination that is now at stake. This is a very grave responsibility that
the Security Council has tc face up to by adopting resolutions that are
commensurate with the gravity and urgeancy of the situation in accordance with
the universal principles that guide its actions.

It ig incumbent upon the Council immediately to put a halt to the
hostilities and to ensure respect for the cease-fire on the part of those

parties that wish to gain time in order to impose their own designs once and

for all.
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Proceeding from this, it is essential, as stated by the Chairman of the
Arab Group before the Council, to: restore the unity and territorial
integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the status quo ante; put an end to the
reprehensible practice of "ethnic cleansing”, which, we thought, had become a
thing of the past; enable all the displaced and deported persons to retura to
their homes; implement the relevant United Nations resolutions and in
particular Security Council resolutions 771 (1992) and 781 (1992), in a
context of respect for iaternational legality; see to it that the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) secures effective control over all heavy
waapons; and to ensure that all paramilitary forces withdraw from Sarajevo and
that the other demilitarized towns are placed under the protection of the
United Nations.

wWhat is at stake in actual fact, is the restoring of international peace
and security through their imposition on the ground, in accordaunce with the
mandate entrusted to the Security Council by the Charter of the United
Nations. What we need to do here is to send a firm and solemn message from
this Council, a message that will say: "Enough is enoughi”, a message that
will once again recall to all of us the pertinent provisions of Chapter VII of
the Charter and in particular those of Article 42 and of Article 51 relating
to the inhereat right of self-defence.

The PRESIDENI (irterpretation from French): I thank the

representative of Tunisia for the kind words he addressed to me,

In accordance with the decision taken at the 3135th meeting of the
Security Council, I invite His Excellency Mr. Ilija Djukié, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, to take a place at the Council table and to make his

statement.
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Foreign Minister DJUKIC: As the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, I have been entrusted by my Government with
the task of addressing today's Security Council meeting.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is fully committed to bringing about,
and is making every effort and using all its influence to bring about, the end
of war in Boznia and Herzegovina. It has fully accepted all the decisions and
principles of the London Conference and considers that their consistent
implementation is tha only way to stop this senseless and bloody war.

In that context, we should like to point out in particular tbe importance
of abiding by the following principles, which the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia has fully and consistently complied with: the reaching of a
comprahensive solution to the Yugoslav crisis by peaceful means with the
assistance of the United Nations, the European Community and the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE); with respect to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the search for a peaceful solution on the basis of full agreement
between its three constituent peoples ~ Muslims, Serbs and Croats; the
inviolability of the oxisting borders betwsen former Republics of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, with the exception of the changes
brought about by peaceful arrangements: the observance of internationally
recognized human-rights and fundamental-freedoms standards; the condemnation
and cessation of the practice of "ethnic cleansing” by whoever it is committed
and wherever it occurs; the provision and unhampered urgent delivery of
humanitarian assiatance; and, last but certainly not least, compliance with
all relevant ret .lutions of the United Nations Security Councii.

Our basic and primary goal is to achieve lasting peace. The Federal

Republic of Yugoslavia offers its good offices in order to bring an end to the
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war aud bloodshed in this former Yugoslav Republic. 1In this respect, we have
already tsken the following steps:

The Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is strongly and
persistently pursuing efforts aimed at helping end the military operations in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. It has invested great efforts in, and made a
considerable contribution to, lifting the siege of Sarajevo under the
supervision of the United Kations Protection Force (UNPROFOR). It supported
the decision that a mixed military working group be in permaneant session. It
fully supported the statement of the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conference on
Yugosiavia of 13 October 1992,

During the recent talks betwsen President Cosié and Prime Minister Pani¢
with the Co-Chairmen, Mr, Vance and Lord Owen, in Belgrade, Yugoslavia
strongly supported the grovnding of all military planes and other aircraft of
the Serbian side in Bosnia and Herzegovina at the Banja Luka airfield, also
under UNPROFOR supervision,

To dispel any allegations of its involvemeut in any military operaicicns
in the war in Bosnia and HerSegovina, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has
insisted since last July that United Nations monitors be placed at all
airfields of the former Bociaiist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and along the
border bestween the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Bosnia and Herzegovina,
as well as betweea Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. Regrettably, this has
not yet baen accepted.

The Faderal Rapublic of Yugoslavia has exerted all its influence to bring
about an agreement bstweaen tihe Bosnian Serbs and UNPROFOR on deploying United
Hations observers at 11 locations around Sarajevo in order to place the heavy

artillery of the Bosnian Serbs under UNPROFOR supervision.
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The last member of the Yugoslav Army was withdrawn in May 1992. This has
been confirmed in the Secretary-General's report and by the European Community.

The President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Federal
Government have issued orders with the effect of fully preventing the creation
of paramilitary forces and their movement from the territory of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Within his action for peace, Prime Minister Panic visited Bosnia and
Herzegovina (Sarajevo) twice; he made public appeals for an end to the
conflict and explicitly stated that he is opposed to any change of borders by
force.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has no territorial claims against
Bosnia and Herzegovina. That was clearly stated in the Declaration of the
Yugoslav Federal Assembly of 27 April 1992 and in the joint statement of
19 October 1992 by Presidents Cosic and Izetbegovic reaffirming their
commitments on the inviolability of the existing borders, except for changes
reached by peaceful agreement. Moraeover, they reaffirmed that a comprehensive
political solution in Bosnia and Herzegovina must be found batween the three
constituent peoples within the International Conference at Geneva.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has strongly condemned the concept and
practice of "ethnic cleansing”, committed by any side, as a crime against
humanity. Throughout the Yugoslav crisis and the ensuing war, "ethmic
cleansing” perpatrated against one side has invariably triqggered “ethnic
cleansing" against the other. We are opposed to each and every act of "ethmic

éleansing" by any side.
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We have been witness to horrible crimes committed by all warring
parties, There is plenty of evidence of flagrant violations of human rights
and breaches of humanitarian law.

I take this opportunity to point out only some of the drastic examples of
the crimes committed against Serbs, because they have largely been ignored,
Particularly appalling are the well-known massacres of Serbs on the Mount
Kupres Plateau in the village of Milici, Bratunac. Brutal “ethnic cleansing"
was carried out in the Neretva Valley and in western Herzegovina, which is now
virtually *“cleansed"” of Serbs. The very same has occurred on the territory of
the Republic of Croatia controlled by the Government in Zagreb, As for
Bosnia, there are Adistressing examples of the inhuman conditions of civilianms,
mostly of Serb origin, in Jetention camps in the Bradina tunnel, Tomislavgrad,
Sarajevo, Konjic and .jostar. Historical monuments representing the lanamarks
of Serbian riviiization there have been razed to the ground throughout Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

We should like to extend our full support to the Commission of Experts
established pursuant to Security Council resolution 780 (1992). The relevant
report of the Government of Yugoslavia has already been submitted to the
Secretary-General on the violation of humanitarian law in the territory of the
former Yugoslavia.

By distorting and ignoring the facts, a false picture has, unfortunately,
been projected to the international public, which does not help the rssolution
of the coufliict, Those who o211 for tha condomnation of oanly one siis assume
an enormous responsibility. What we need, instead, is the unequivocal support
of 211 three parties to the conflict for the efforts mode by the Co-Chairmen
and by all the participants in the Geneva Conference to find a lasting and

just solution acceptable to all.
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Yugoslavia is making great efforts to alleviate the suffering of the
inaocent population affected by war, irrespective of their national, religious
or other origin. Even under a total and unjust blockade imposed on us, it is

doing its utmost to ensure the necaessary conditions for a large number of
refugees and displaced persons. More than half a million refugees, mainly
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 40,000 of them Muslims, have found refuge in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. We continuously deliver humanitarian relief,
consisting of foodstuffs and medical supplies, to tne entire population of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. We have opened humanitarian corridors from Belgrade
to Sarajevo, and other corridors are also being used.

We consider, however, that all that has been accomplished thus far cannot
lead to an early achievement of the desired goal of establishing peace in the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina if account is not taken of some basic
facts.

The heart of the matter is that the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina is an
ethnic, religlious and civil war. Three sides within Bosnia and Herzegovina
are taking part in it. The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia cannot be
responsible for either its outbreak or its continuation. The aggressor in
Bosnia and Herzegovina cam only * - the Republic of Croatia., Its regular and
well-armed forces, numbering betwuen 40,000 and 60,000 troops, are at present
fighting in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is therefore
imperative that a1l of us condemn such behaviour, which is a breach of the
fundamental norms of international law and the Charter of the United Natious.

Great responsibility .>r the ongoing blcoodsh3d has been borne, no doubt,
by the leaders who were determined to create a national State at any cost.

Mr. Alija Izetbegovic, the leader of the Party of Demoucratic Action, has done

all he could to create a unitary State dominated by the Muslims, who represent



§/FV.3137
73

(Foreign Minister Diuki€)
41 per cent of the population. As early as 1990, when he had already bscome
President of the Presidency of Boania and Herzegovina, he made this goal
public once again by publishing his book The Islamic Declaration in Sarajevo.
Let me quote only one paragraph from it:

*First and foremost of these conclusions is certainly the
incompatibility of Islam with non-Islamic systems. Thexe can be neither
peace nor coexigtence between the Islamic religion and nou-Islamic social
and political ipstitutions."”

In view of the content and the practice envisaged in the Declaration, his
statements that Bosnja and Herzegovina, as a unitary State, would be a
democratic, civic State fully guaranteeing human rights to the non-Muslim,
that is, Christian, population constituting the majority in Bosnia and
Herzegovina are simply untenable.

That was the reason why, in their plebiscite, the Serb people of Bosuia
and Herzegovina overwhelmingly opted against forceful secession from
Yugoslavia. The immediate cause for this decision was a drastic and flagrant
violation of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina by a part of its
leadership that A4id not include representatives of the Serbs, as required by
the curxent Comstitution. It is ironic that the very sames Constitution was
adopted immediately after Mr. Izetbegovic became Head of State of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and was directing its affairs.

Had due account been taken of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzsgovina
now =till in force. which provides that no decision of vital importance to
Bosnia and Herzegovina may be taken without the consent of all three peoples -
Serbs accounting for about 32 per cent of the population, Mus)ims about
41 per cent and Croats about 17 or 18 per cent - we would not have such a

Lloody war in Burope today. The only goal that Mr. Izetbegovic publicly
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subscribes to is military victory, with overt calls for the international
community to intervene militarily on the side of the Muslims. The
international community has been given plenty of opportunities to see for
itself.

The premature recognition of Bosnia and Herzegcvina by the European
Community, which has been publicly admitted by many, including Lord Carrington
and Cyrus Vance, only deepeaed the crisis and war and dramatically increased
the suffering of the people and the number of victims in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The present phase of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been
further aggravated by the foreign mercenaries from a number of Islamic
count:ries. Their engagement may have unforeseeable consequences for Bosnia
and Herzegovina and the Balkans as a whole. Let me remind the Council of the
talks between President Cosic and President Izetbegovic on 19 October 1992 at
Geneva, where Mr. Izetbegovic committed himself to eliminating all
paramilicary groups, criminals and mercenaries, no matter where they came from.

However, the most important question now is how to get out of this
nightmare. My Government firmly believes that a peaceful settlement is the
only true solution to the problem of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We are convinced
that through concerted efforts by all of us, as we have stated on many
occasions, the three parties to the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina should
reach a mutually acceptable solution within the framework of the Conference on
the Former Yugoslavia., My Government stands ready to honour and support fully
any suc

We are, at the same time, increasingly alarmed at the repeated requests
for international military intervention. It is cnly too obvious that Bosnia

and Herzegovina is replete with arms. Those who advocate additional arms
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supplies for any side in Bosnia and Herzegovina are pouring oil oa the
flames. We cannot but warn, with profound concern, of the unforeseeable
harmful effects of the cont.nued sending of merceaaries, violatioas of the
armg embargo and the ever more evident prospects of this conflict turning into
a full-scale religious war.

As for my Government, it has already transmitted to the Secretary-General
and the Security Council the memorandum on violations of the arms embargo

imposed under Security Council resolution 713 (1991).
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The Government of Yugoslavia has fully complied with the commitments made
at the London Conference, and has withdrawn its army from the territory around
Dubrovnik and from and around the Prevlaka peninsula. Immediately after the
withdrawal of the Yugoslav army the Croatian army launched large-scale
operations against Serbs in Herzegovina, purticularly around Trebinje. The
President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Prime Minister, in
their recent letters to the Secretary-General, have warned of the serious
consequences of these operations for the maintenance of peace and security in
the region. Alongside these breaches of the agreement, Presideants Tudjman and
Izetbegovic proceeded to activate their military alliance directed against the
Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina. They even went so far as to inform
the Upnited Nations Security Council of this on 2 November this year.

This is a moment when decisions are to be taken that have a bearing on
peace, and not only in Bosnia and Herzegovina, All peoples of the former
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia have suffered enough in this war.
What is now needed is both efficiency and wisdom, as well as resolve and
responsibility.

We must not allow ourselves to be guided by one-sided attitudes and
emotions. We must think twice before passing judgement and be peacemakers.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia has beer subjected to harsh sanctions,
which we deeply believe to be one-sided and unjust. Sanctions have never been
known to solve problems. +hey can hardly stop the war in Boania and
Herzegovina. B8anctions are hitting the most vulnerable strata of the
population. In such circumstances, about half a million refugees accepted in
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia have also been punished, including 300,000

refugees from Bosnia and Herzegovina,
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By lifting sanctions against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the
United Nations would prove that justice asd humanity can prevail, That would
also serve to encourage the efforts of the Government of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia towards historical and democratic changes.

In concluding my statement, I would like to stress once again the
readiness of my Govermment to do its utmost to help bring about peace to our
region, because it is in our vital interest too. We are profoundly convinced
that the military option is not the solution. But we clearly cannot
re-astablish peace singlehandedly. We therefore rely on the United Nations,
and we have no doubt that the Security Council has not only the power, but
also the wisdom, the obligation and the political semse to find the right
solutions on the basis of truth and justice. Also, there ig no doubt that the
Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and the Co-Chairmen of the
Conference on the Former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owven, have a major role to play, which we certainly
support anéd will continue to support.

Mr. SNOUSKI (Morocco) (interpretation from French): Allow me first,
8ir, to congratulate you or your accession to the presidency of the Council
and to wish you every success. We would also like to say how appreciative the
Council was of the presidency of Ambassador Mérimée, whose level-headedness,
firmness, courtesy and wisdom won the admirvation of all.

We are near the end of a long and difficult debate, in which we have
listened with a great deal of emotion and sadness to representatives of States
Members ¢f the United Nations and high officials of our Organization.
Representatives lLave deploured the same crimes, cruelty and behaviour. They

have all condemned tre vicolations of human rights, the torture and the human
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tragedy experienced by millivns of people - already more than 2 million - who
are on the rosds without food and without transport. We were disturbed by
what Mrs. Ogata said about them on Friday, when she spoke with great restraint
about the thousands of problems experienced daily by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) ir carrying out its mission.
Its staff and trucks have also become a target of the Serbs, bacause they are
carrying aid to processions of thousands of displaced persons. High officials
have confirmed that massacres of Muslims have taken place and are continuing.
We were sven told that at this rate the Muslims are threatened with
extermination, Deportations are still in full swing and arms are pouring in -
more so than ever.

Some 20 resolutions havo been adopted to date. They should in principle
have prevented any further excesses, but to our very uupleasaat surprise they
have almost remained a deac¢ letter. A daily challenge is thus posed to our
value3, principles and decisions.

In this hell of fire, blood and horror, humanitarian organizations are
continuing tirelessly to carry out their noble task, putting at risk the livea
of men and women who are tramsporting and distributing aid and convoying
refugees and the wounded. The United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR),
UNHCR, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and cerstain private
organizations deserve our admiration for the spirit of self-sacrifice with
which they are carrylng out their missions. Regrettably, this remarkeble work
will be made more difficul - with the winter that is already setting in. We
had hoped that the London Conference would put an end to the tragedy suffered

by the people of Bosnia. Unfortunately, we have so far received only
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confirmation of the obstinacy of the other party, which is gaining time and is
still adding to the 1list of dead and other victims,

Successive speakers have confirmed our apprehensions, underlining the
fact that “ethnic cleansing” is continuing its crimes, that some concentration
camps are still in opsration, that there have besn countless violations of
human rights and that the increasingly serious problem of refugees requires an
urgent solution. They must be protected in the places to which they are
brought, or, rather, where they are condemned to be concentrated.

It is no accident that everyone has spoken of the right to self-defence;
the most dellicate and sensitive aspect of the whole discussion is the right of
the Bosnians to defend themselves.

The tragedy visited upon the village of Satche, the most recent such
occurrence, has given us an even clearer idea - if that were needed - of the
extent of the savagery and obstinacy of a country coldly carrying out a pilan,
That village fell because the powsrless Croatian forces withdrew their
assistance, becsuce no one defended it and because, no matter what is said, no
ons was able to provide it with weapons and ammunition to defend its children,
014 paople and women. Yet another village came under the yoke of Serbia,
increasing the areas it controls., Sizxty per cent of Bosnian territory is now
in Serbian hands,

In curreat circumstances the idea of safe areas is simply a stopgap
temporary measure. Like many others, my Government, as a last resort,
supported this course, without regarding it as an end in itself. We have
clearly realized the danger, which has been described to us, of facilitating
more "ethunle ~leansing” as now practised. if the members of the Organization

of the Islamic Conference insisted on thia point, it was to attend to the most
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urgent matters first and tu some sxtent weet the roncerns of the UNHCR and the
ICRC. Clearly, we would like to have seen these hundreds cf thousands of

people protected against the inhuman hordes invading their homes and land.
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Of course, we would have liked the international community to have had
some means of thwarting and deterring them. Some have said already that we
have kaown how to stop othar invaders, so why not these?

The latest draft resclution before us today establishes new principles
which ought o act as warnings and safeguards. If it prevents new eutities
being created at the expense of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it should in principle
deter this headlong breakout of the Serbs and their frenizied desire to
massacre Muslims so as to build on the ruins of their villages. 1If it makes a
clear reference to Belgrade's forces, it i1s to ensure that reapoasibilities
are once and for all fully shouldered and established. The draft resolution
shows - if such were necessary - that the Council is fully aware of the
violations of all resolutions and embargoes. It will, in aany case, have
sought by every means to put an effective brake on them.

The members of the Islamic Conference, of which we are one, wished to
alert the international community, and its haad, the Security Council, once
ogain. They have underlined the confidence they are continuing to place in
these bodies to resolve the serfous problems being experienced by the Muslim
community in one of its members.

Is it not terrifying to see all these genocides, slaughters and
concentration camps justified, p poaterjori. by so-called Muslim ideologyies
and parties that have never seen the light of day? The time has come to say
that it is vital for these would-be dictators to be deterred at all costs. It
is also urgent for those who have been calling on us for help for more than a

year to be protected.
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The cry of despair of the Islamic community is sincere, and its message
is clear. There are other Bosnia and Herzegovina situations appearing on the
horizon. We must be on our guard if we want to continue to give cause for
hope and to show that we are still capable of resolving problems and not
letting things go beyond the point of no retura.

The PRESIDENI: I thank the representative of Morocco for his kind
words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Ukraine, I invite him to take
s seat at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. BATIOUK (Ukraine): At the outset, I should like to congratulate
you, Mr. President, on ycur exemplary performance of your high
responsibilities as President of the Security Council during the month of
November, and express my conviction that, under your able leadership, the
Security Council will be successful in dealing with the issues before it, Our
delegation is grateful to you for providing us with this opportunity to take
part in the Council's discussion of one of the most urgent and acute probiems
among those of which the Security Council is seized.

The delegation of Ukraine finds that the deliberations have beer very
much assisted and lent substance by the extremely informative introductory
statements made before the Council last Friday by Mr. Cyrus Vance and
Loxd Owen, the Co-Chairmen of the International Conferemnce on the Former
Yugoslavia, and by those of Mc. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission om Human Rights, and Mrs. Ogata, the United Natious High
Commissioner for Refugees.

In addressing the present situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as

in other parts of the former Yugoslavia, the delegation of Ukraine expressges
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once more its profound anxiety and concern about the ongoing military conflic
in the area.

We appreciate the efforts of the international community aimed at
extinguishing the fires of war, the cessation of the bloodshed and at a
peaceful settlement in the former Yugoslavia. The steps taken in this
connection within the framework of the recent London Conference and during its
Geneva stage are® especially noteworthy. Undoubtedly, the decisions by the
United Nations and its Security Council are continuing to play a key role in
all these endeavours.

Ukraine fully supports all these decisions and is doing its utmost to
ensure their implementcation. From various quarters, we have often been asked
the same guestion: what is to be done ian order to untie the Yugoslav knot of
violence and the suffering it causes? It seems that all the aunswers have
slready been found: they are contained in the appropriate resolutions and
actions of the Security Council and the Conference onr Security and
Co-operation ia Europe. If the long-awalted peace and concord do not reappear
in this part of Europe, it will be only because the measures provided for by
the Security Council and the relevant agreements betwaen the parties involved
in their implemantation - as in the case of turning over all heavy weapons to
theo effective control of the United Nations Protection Force - are not carried
out by a party to the conflict.

The fulfilment of the provisions of the Security Council resolutions is
of paramount importance to the success of the United Nations efforts in the
former Yugoslavia., Compliance with those provisions by all sides should be

encouraged by setting definite deadlines for their implementation.
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Territorial gains resulting from military sggression or irom “ethnic
cleansing"” are completely unacceptable in today’s Europe guided by the United
Nations Charter and the principles of the Helsinki Final Act.

The Ukrainian delegation is coavinced that a peaceful and just resolution
of this conflict will be conditional upon strict observance of the United
Nations Charter, the provisions of international law and the guiding
principles of the CSCE. First and foremost, this implies safeguarding the
territorial integrity of States and ensuring the inviolability of horders, the
settlement of disputes by peaceful, political means and respect for human
rights and the rights of minorities.

The latter needs special emphasis. Ukraine, like all other States, is
alarmed by the situation in this regard. The horrible practice of "ethnic
cleansing” is inadmissible. Wo have learned, with revulsion and anxiety, of
acts of violence and arbitrariness, including against the Ukrainian natiomal
minoricy in Yugoslavia, and of brutal violations of basic human rights and
freedoms.

The Ukrainian delegation condemns all these atrocities and strongly
favours the urgent rect:fication of the existing situation. We expect the
Security Council to take all the steps needed to ensure the proper protection
of the national minorities in Bosnia and Herzejovins,

Until peace and civil order are restored in the area, the efforts of the
international community in providing humanitarian assistance will be of
extreme importance. The unhindered and uninterrupted flow of humanjitarian
assistance will be especially necessary during the forthcoming winter cold,
which will aggravate many ~imes over the hardships of the people who are the

involuntary victims of this conflict,
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Ukraine is making its contribution to the concerted action by the
ioternational community. Its battalion is trying to help solve the
humanitarian problems by participating in the United Nations Protection Force
(UNPROFOR) in the Sarajevo sector. The decision of the Parliament of Ukraine
to dispatch to Bosnia and Herzegovins a volunteer contingent of its armed
forces at the reguest of the Security Council was dictated by a sincere deaire
to assist in the quickest possible resolution of the conflict, which has
claingd the lives of scores of thousands of the psople of this once-psaceful
land.

Under extreme conditions, the UNPROFOR units are doing everything
possible to guarantes tho security of Sarajevo airport in order to enable
aircraft carrying humanitarian assistance to be unloaded and the assistance to

be safely distributed.
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While performing this humanitarian mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina the
soldiers in bDlue helmets sometimes have to pay too high a price. The
representative of France, Ambassador Mérimée, reminded us that nine French
servicemen perished in the former Yugoslavia in this action. Three servicemen
from the smaller Ukrainian forces in Sarajevo were also killed, and 15 persons
ware wounded. Other UNPROFOR battalions also suffered losses. We believe
that the Security Council will use all its authority to prevent the recurrence
of hostile acts against the United Nations peace-keepers, whose fate ia
Sarajevo sometimes ressmbles that of hostages.

The latest developments in the political life of the former Yugoslavia
testify to the fact that those who try to frustrate the peaceful settlement of
the conflict in this region have not abandoned their designs. The Council's
decision must therefore be strong in order to be effective. It should
envisage all the necessary steps to strengthen the effectiveness of the arms
embargo and other sanctions imposed by the Council.

In this conuection, the Ukrainian delegation coasiders that the draft
resolution to be adopted by the Sacurity Council will serve the purpose of
having a tangible political impact on the war-minded circles involved in the
bloody Bosnian conflict. If those concerned treat the draft resolution
properly, it might mean the immediate cessation of hostilities in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the full implementavion of the Council's previous resolutions
on this matter, Curtailing the period involved in executing Council
resolutions and agreements sponsored by tha partias involued in ¢he confliict
would resule in shortening the sufferings of the peoples in the former

Yugoslavia.
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In coaclugion, I express our hope that common sense will prevail this
time and that within a limited time-frame, through concerted actions, peace
will be restored in Bosnia and Herzegovina so that the extreme measures
available to the Security Council under the Charter will not be resorted to.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
ropresentative of the Ukraine for the kind words he addressed to me.

The nesxt speaker is the reproseantative of the United Arab Emirates. I
invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. SAMHAN (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): It
is a pleasure for me to congratulate you, Mr. President, on behalf of the
United Arab Emirates on your assumption of the presidency of the Security
Council for this month. We are completely convinced that your competence in
international affairs will contribute to the strengthening of the work of the
Council so that it may achieve positive results,

May I express my appreciation to your predecessor, His Eicellency the
Ambassador of France, for his efforts ir guiding the work of the Security
Council lact month. May I also express sincere thanks to Mr. Cyrus vance,
Lord David Gwen, the Special Rapporteur Mr. Mazowiecki and the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs. Ogata, for their statements which reflect
the reality of the tragic situation in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Security Council meets to consider one of the quescions of which it
has been siezed for a long time now, namely the situation in Bosnia and
ferzegovina. all pracsdiag spothers hove besn umanimaue in stressing the

gravity of the situation in that republic and in highlighting its political,
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economic, social and human consequences which arise from the occupation and
the acts perpetrated by the armed forces of Serbia and Montenegro against the
people and the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Over the past few months, the world was severely shocked by the
atrociousness of the measures and abominable practices which have resulted in
horrendous human and material 1lnsses. Thousands of innocent civilians of the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, iucluding women, children and the elderly,
have been killed because of their ethnic ldentity or religious affiliation.
in addition, there has been massive arbitrary destruction of historic,
religious and archaeological sites regardless of the enormous international
efforts made and the role of the United Nations Protection Force (UKPROFOR).

Events over the past few decades have demonstrated that the use of force
and aggression for political gain are doomed to failure. The Articles of the
Charter prohibit the use of force and mandate the Security Council to deter
aggression and prevent the aggresgor from profiting from its acts of
aggression. It is therefore up to the Security Council fully to assume its
responsibility for the maintenance of the independence and territorial
integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is a Member State of the United
Nations. The Council must oppose the plan of genocide and extermination that
the Serbian forces are trying to cerry out through their continued
aggression.

Events have shown that the resolutions and the measures that have been
adopted were not sufficient to deter the aggressor from occupying further
territory in Bosnia and Herzegovina or from perpetrating further massacres and

acts of expulsion from their territory against the population. The Security
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Council must assume th!s basic responzibility if it is to maintain its
credibility. Otherwise, smaller and weaker States will be haunted by doubts.
They will wondar what guarantees are there that further aggression will be
deterred in future.

Today's world, which, we had hoped, was going to be a world of peace and
stabllity after the end of the cold war, is far from being a world of peace,
justice and security because of the emergence of new forms of conflict and
aggression, interference in the internal affairs of other States, and State
policies characterized by hegemonistic designs, ethnic conflicts and new forms
of racism and nationalistic fervour. The tragic situation facing the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina is & sad and painful example of this new situation.

My country has condemned these abominable crimes and has adhered to the
resolutions of the Security Council. It has provided to the people of Bosnia
all poasible material and moral assistance. The President of the Republic of
Bosuia last month visited my country and was welcomed by His Highness the
President of State. In this way, we expressed our position and our faith in
the justice of their cause. My country has established a number of aiad
centres aud our Red Crescent has played a basic role in providing humanitarian

assistance in support of the Bosnlan people.
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While the iaternational community has condemned Serbian aggrassion and
the abominable practice of “ethnic clsansing" and has called for an immediate
end to all breaches of the principles of international law, the suffering in
Bosnia and Herzegovina goes on and is even worsening; arrests coatinue;
binding resolutions adopted by the Sacurity Council are not yet fully
implemented; thousands of refugees are driven out of their homes and face an
uncertain future; and famine and disease threaten those who 1live in the ruins
of cities which, as is evidenced by archaeological monunents, used to be
prosparous and civilized.

As winter approachegs, the need to ensure safety and shelter for the
population becomes more urgent than ever. A special mission from my country
visited a aumber of regions of Bosnia and Herazegovina and saw at first hand
the suffering of the Bosnian people and the inhuman treatment to which they
are Adaily subjected through acts that run counter to the very fundamental
rules of international conduct.

The Secretary-GCeneral's report on the human-rights situation in the
former Yugoslavia - document §/24766, dated 6 Hovember 1992 - and the
information and evidence provided by regional and incerpational organizations
further contirm the perpetration of atrocities by the Serbs. My delegation
wvelcomes the Security Council resolution aimed at establishing a group of
expercs to consider and report on human-rights violations in Bosnia. 1Im this
context, the people 4ho are responsible for these crimes must be brought to
justice.

It is also important that tho concentration camps be dismantled and that
safoty zones be created in order to ensure that those who have been deported

and those who are without shelter cam retura to their homes.
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The Security Council has adopted many rosolutious aimed at putting an end
to Serbian aggression and at protecting the indspendence and wmaintaining the
territorial iantegrity of the Bosnian State. All the reports show that these
rasolutionr have not bren fully implemented and that they have uot bsen
sufficient to deter aqquuion by Serbia and Montenegro. We thereforo believe
that it iz necensary to take measures under Chapter VII of the Charter - in
particular, under articles 41 and 42 - to put an end t{o this aggression.

We ask in particular that safety sones under the protection of United
Nations forces be established in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The United Nations
forces should bo mandated to take all necessar measures to prevent the Serbs
from violating the no-fly restrictions.

Ths Security Council embargo was aimed at the aggressor - in other words,
Serbia and Montenegro. That State is the aggressor and continues to bo the
aggressor to this very day. It refuses to imploment the resclutions that have
been adopted in this context. Therefore, we &are surprised that the Statce
which is the victim of afggression - Eosnia - is being trested in the same way
a3 tho aggressnr SLate,

Prom the standpoint of justice aud equality, a policy that would prevent
Bosnia irvoa obtaining militery esslatance to enable it to exercisze its
legitimete right to 4clf-defence is untenoble. It is up to us all, including
the Security Council, to ensure that assiscance of all types - military or
material - is provided to Bosnia so that it can defend itself aguinst
aggraension.

The solutions that we advocats are in accordance with international law
and the United Nations Charter and are in keeping with the sovereignty snd
territorial intcgricy of States. We roject the notion of aggression and the

acquisition o :esritory by force. Therefors wo support the statement of the
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Secretary-General contained in the report that is before the Council, and we
attach special importance to the constitutional arrangements atemming from the
International Conference on Yugoslavia, on the basis of the rejection of
paircition of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of respect for its
territorial intagrity.

I should like, in conclusion, to assure the Council that, on the basis of
our faith in the role of the United Nations - a faith that stems from our
confidence in our own policy, which is based on the settlement of disputes by
peaceful means cnd through dialogue, with due respect for the spirit and
letter of the United Mations Charter and the fundamental principlea governing
international law - we bslieve that the maintenance of international peace and
security and stability is a collective responsibility and that the Security
Council plays & principal role in this respuct, particularly with regard to
the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Prench)s I thank the
representative of the United Arab Emirates for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker on wy list is the representative of Gresce. I invite
him to take a seat at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. EXARCHOS (Gresce): It gives me pleasure to congratulate you,
Sir, the Permanent Representative of Hungary, on your assumption of the
presidency of the Security Council for this month. We are confident that
under your wise ani experienced guidance the Council will succesafully carrcy

out its reasponsibilitica. The same wardas of annraciation are awtandad to

Ambassador Mérimée of France for the valuable work he accomplished during

October.,
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I should also like to join other representatives in thanking the High
Cormissioner for Refugees, Mrs. Sedako Ogata, the Special Rapporteur of the
Comaission on Human Rights, Mr. Mazowiecki, Secretary Cyrus Vance and
Lord Owen. Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee of the International
Conference on the Former Yugoslavia, for setting the appropriate framawork for
our debate.

I wauat to express my Goverameut's gratitude and full support for the
excellent and akilful way in which Secretary Vance and Lord Owen carry out
their delicate, Aifficult ana principled task. Greece will spare no effort in
supporting and assisting them in their endegavours.

It is now time for the international community to stand firm and put an
end to violence, bloodshed, the indiscriminate killing of ipmocent civilians,
including children, elderly people and women, the shelling of hospitcals, the
existence of detention camps, the forced expulsions aimed at the establishment
of ethnically homogeneous areas, and the destruction of houses, ..osgues and
churches. The suffering, agony and despair of all tho peoples in the former
Yugoslavias is immeasurable.

There is no alternative to peace., Greece unequivocally condemns tha
practices of “ethnic cleansing"”, wherever they occur, the serious breaches of
humanitarian law and the Geneva Comvsntionsa, the forced ¢xodus of refugees,
the alteration of demographic composition, the seizure of territory by force
and the use of force against the territorial iptegrity of any State, including
bosnia and Horzegovina. 1iis priacipled positicn stems from our opposition eo
the use of force in settling disputes, from tne rejection of faits accomplis
and from our long-standing policy of seesking negotiated solutions of disputes

on the basis of international law. We fully support the strong cail contained
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in the draft resolution to be adopted today that the territorial intagrity of
Boanis and Hersegovina be respected. We also fully support the affirmation
that any entities unilaterally declared in contravention of relevant Security
Council resolutions will not be accepted.

The Balkans have a long and bitter history of conflicts. The
internatiocnal community must act swiftly to stop the war before it is too
late, for the dangers of spill-over ure real. WNeighbouring couatries have a

primary responsibility to avert an escalation of the coaflict.
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Greece strongly and solemnly appeals to all its Balkan neighbours to
display restraint and work collectively so that our region may become a zone
of peace in Europe. We also endorse and support the demand included in the
draft resolution that all forms of external interference in Bosnia and
Herzegovina cease immediately.

The Greek Govemment believes that the efforts of the International
Conference on the Former Yugoslavia to achlieve a negotiated solution to all
aspects of the crisis should bo intensified. It also firmly believes that the
principles to which all Yugoslav parties have been committed, and which have
been endorsed by all participants in the London Conference, including the
principle of non-recognition of the alteration of borders by force and of
£aits accomplis, must constitute the cornerstone to the solution.

The situation prevailing in Kosovo gives rise to serious concern. There
is a great danger that, if the conflict should also spread to this part of the
formor Yugoslavia, it will be very difficult to contain it and to avoid a
spill-over to other areas of the former Yugoslavia as well as to neighbcuring
countries. Greece supports the Co-fhairmen of the Geneva follow-up of the
London Conference in their afforts to achieve through dialogue a solution to
the problems of this area. The principles contained in the statement endorsed
by the London Conference, including the rejection of the alteration of borders
by force, apply in this case too.

kegaréing our neighbour, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, let
me recall that Greece and its Eurcpean Community partners have considered its
bordere as Inviolable and guaranteed. The Declaration on the former
Yugoslavia which was adopted by the Evropsan Commusnity ané its member States

8t tha Buropean summit meeting held im Lisbon on 26 and 27 June 199z, was
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circulated as Security Council document §/24200 of 29 June 1992, at the
request of Belgium, France and the United Kingdom. In this Declaration:

“The Buropean Council reiterates the position taken by the Community
and its member States in Guimaraes on the request of the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia to be recognized as an independent State. It
expresses its readiness to recognize that republic within its existing
borders according to their Declaration on 16 December 1991 under a name
which does not include the term Macedonia. It furthermore considers the
borders of this republic as inviolable and guaranteed in accordance with
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of
Paris.” (£/24200, p, 3)

Greece, guide@ by the sincere will to live together in peace with others
ss good neighbours, in accordance with the United Nations Charter, as well as
by its earnest desire for the maintenance of peace, security and stability in
our region, has recently proposed that all countries contigquous to the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia - that is, Albania, Sesbia and Bulgarja -
guarantes the inviolability of that Republic's frontiers.

Purthermor#) in an official statement issued at Athens on
10 MNoveuber 1992, we reconfirmad that:

“Guided by the principles of good nelgbourliness and the desire for

ensuring peace and stability in our region, as well as the territorial

integrity of this former Yugoslav Republic, Greece comnsiders its borders
to the latter ap inviolahle and guaranteed, in accordance with the
principlies of the United Nations Charter and the Charter of Paris."
This initiative was welcomed by the Governments of Albania, the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. For its part, the Greek Government

stands ready to extend formal recognition to Skopje and to help support and
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assist chat neighbouring Republic, provided that it abides by the Lisboan
declaration and the declaration on Yugoslavia adopted by the Europesn
Community in I'russels on 16 December 1991,

Let me now come to the cises which the Permanent Representative of the
United States deemed it necessary to mention during his statement last Friday
regarding the alleged involvement of Greek shipping companies in violating the
0il embargo ~ allegations made without taking the normal channel of the
Sanctions Comnittee referred to in Security Council resolution 757 (1992).

First, as regards thas Maltese-flajged Thita Triton. an investigation by
the competent Greek authorities has so far resulted in establishing the
following facts. The said vessel sailed into the port of Piraeus, Greece,
from England on 8 July 1992, It sailed from . .ragus in ballast - that is,
empty ~ on 18 October 1992, for Aghioi Theodoroi near Corinth, where it was
loaded as follows: on 20 October, with 25 million litres of diesel in bulk,
as well as with 99 million litres of diesel in barrels; on 20 October -~ the
same day - with 19 million litres of gasoline originating from Romenia; on
2 November, with 20 million litres of fuel oil; on 2 November - the same day
-~ with 4.5 million litres of gas oil; and again on 2 November. with 14 million
litres of gas 0il (transshipment) originating from Russia. From the relevant
shipping documents, it appears that the declared destination of the said
cargoes was Austria via Trieste. If, instead of its declarcd destination the
said vessel sailed into the port of Bar, the responsibility rests, according
to the internationally accepted norms, with the country of the flag.

Secondly, as regards the tanker Thita Volcano, an investigation by the
competent Greek avthorities has so far established the following facts. The
vessel sailed from Augusta, Sicily, on 10 October 1992, loaded with 1,596

metric tons of soda caustic and destined for Ploce/Bar, Yugoslavia. According
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to the relevant shipping documents, the suppliers are Metmar Trading and
Shipping Ltd, and the receivers are D.P.Birac, a company in Boania and
Herzegovina, where the cargo was to be transported in transit from Bar.

It appears from all this that the glare of publicity reserved for these
cases was, to say the least, unwarranted and that any criticism against Greece
prior to any inquiry through the Sanctiona Committee is unacceptable. Allow
me to recall that the Sanctions Committee has repeatedly commended the Greek
authorities for their vigilance, alertness and prompt responses in
investigating alleged vioclations. Furthermore, I wish to remind the Council
that on 21 August 1992, Greece unilaterally svipended all exports of oil
products through the northern borders of the country, in spite of the heavy
toll it had already paid because of its full compliance with the sanctions.
Nevertheless, let averyone be assured that my authorities are still thoroughly
investigating these cases and that prompt legal action will be taken agaianst
apy individuai or company should it be proved that it bears responsibility in
violating the sanctions.

In concluding, I wish to reiterate in the most emphatic way my
Goverament's commitment to the strict implementation of the sanctions against
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and its full adherence to the relevant
Security Council resolutions.

The PRESIDENT (interpretacion from French): I thank the
representative of Greece for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Malta. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make bis statement.

Mr. CAMILLER] (Malta): My delegation welcomes this opportunity to

address the Security Council on the tragic events in the region of the former
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Yugoslavia, and espucially in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Un@er your able
presidency, Sir, we have every confidence that the Council will find the

nacessary courage and wisdom to accomplish the heavy duties which lie before

it.
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Ou this occasion my delegation wishes also to recall the impressive
manner in which the Council's work was managed under your predecessor,
Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mériwmée of France.

The statements already made in this debate underline the determination of
the international community to persevere in its efforts to bring sanity and
lagality back to the tragically troubled region of former Yugoslavia. The
Government of Malta is fully committed to making its fullest coatribution to
that endeavour.

The Cnuncil has heard from the Co-Chairmen of the Stsering Committes of
the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia and from other speakers
of the diplomatic efforts that have been and continue to be undertaken in the
search for a peaceful solution. We share the sentiment expressed by the
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom that the situation would be
much worse today were it not for the United Nations peace-keeping efforts
through the Uaited Nations Protection Force (URPROFOR), the United HWatlons
humanitarian effort led by the Office of the United Hations High Commissioner
for Retugees (UNHCR) and other interaational efforts, in particular *hose of
the European Community. In this timne of trisl we salute all those who, at
great perasonal risk, are in the forefront of intermai:iocnal aution to briny
relief to the sufferinj people of Hosnia and Herzegcvina.

We have also taken wote of the cautious ¢ptimism of My. Vance and otiery
about the cecase-fire declured recently, on 10 November, under the auspices of
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We have also heard, however, the disturbing reports of Mrs, Ogata and
Mr. Mazowiecki. Mrs. Ogatas tells ua that rarely have the violations of human
rights and humanitarian law, the violence and the destruction reached the
levels wa are currently witnessing in former Yugoslavia. Mr. Mazowiecki
stresses that the violation of the right to 1life and other fundamental human
rights is massive and grave and that it stems from the practice of "ethnic
cleansing", which is essentially not a consequence but an objective of this
war.

Not only aro we reminded that suffering and the flouting of humanitarian
law are still occurrirg in Bosnia and Herzeqovina: we are also warned of the
possibility of an enlargement of the conflict. Mr. Vance speaks of the highly
charged situation in Kosovo ond the festering situation in Macedonia, and of
the frightening prospects of neighbouring countries bacoming engulfed in the
conflict.

This is therefore a time that tests to the limit the receatly generated
international resolve for collective action in the defence and promotion of
the essential principles of the United Nations Charter. That resolve must
£ind expression primarily in the international community‘'s unswerving
determination to exercise all options open to it under the United Nations
Charter, with the objective of brirging the aggression in Bosnia and
Herzegovina to a hdlt as the first step towards reaching a peaceful
settlement. That determination must continue to be backed by a clear message

to the perpetrators oi criwes iaat LZumanitarisn lasw, and aspacially those
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responsibl~ for the unacceptable policy and practices of “ethnic cleansing”,
that, both individually and collectively, they will be held accountable for
their actions.

In this context, the Government of Malta strongly shares the view that a
strengthaniig of the sanctions regime is a primary objective at this rz.age.

We are as outraged as others at reports of violations of the sanctions regime,
especially tbrough the abuse of transshipment exemptions, and we are fully
committed to all efforts aimed at bringing these violations to an immediate
end.

On Friday the rapresentative of the United States mazde assertions in this
regard that concern als? ships carrying the Maltese flag. My Government was
informed of these assertionas only last week. The United States Government wag
informed that the slleged abuses were being referred to the competant maritime
authorities for ianvestigation and sppropriate action.

In our view, the statement on Friday by the representative of the United
States would thus have been more factually complete and objective if it had
acknowledged these facts instead of 1limiting itself to the basic allegations.
The Maltese authorities, in fact, reacted immediately to the information that
w03 provided and prior to last Friday had officially notified the owners of
the vessels in question that they would recommend the closure of the vessels’
registry should the allegations that had baen made prove to be correct. These
nctices wers also brought to the attention of the registered mortgagees.

Malta‘'s adherence to the decisions of the Security Council has bean

consistent and unequivocal throughout. Malta is determined to continue its
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support and cooperation in the implementation of measures taken by the
Security Council to bring an end, it is hoped, to the muny violations of the
right to life and other fundamental human rights that the international
community is witnessing in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank »
representative of Malta for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Algeria. I invite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KHERBI (Algeria) (interpretacion from French)s 1t is my great
pleasure to extend to you. Sir, the sincere congratulations of the Algerian
delegation on your assumpcion of the presidency of the Security Council. Your
outstanding personal qualities and your long diplomatic experience are sure
guarantees that you will effectively guide the work of the Council.

We also congratulate your predecessor, His Excellency Ambassador Mérimée
of France, on the skilful manner in which he guided the Council's work last
month.

ibe initistive of the Organization of the Islamic Conference that led to
this debate was important and timely.

In his moving sts“ement. the Permanent Representative of Dosnia and
Herzegovina, Ambussador Sacirbey, described objectively, with restraint and
without eraggeration *ie full scope of the current tragedy of the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Assembly to address the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the situation has
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greatly deteriorated, and now constitutes a challenge to the United Nations
and, above all, to the Security Council in their mandate to maintain
international peace and security. The situation in the political, military,
humanitarian and human rights spheres is unacceptable.

Algeria, which since last April has been informing the Security Council
of the gravity of the situation and the possible risk of escalation, is
following with emotion and indignation the painful eveats in the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which grow worse daily.

We have come to the inevitable conclusion that the measures the Security
Council has taken thus far has tempered neither the clear aggression and
unspeakabla suffering imposed upon the people of that republic nor the
mistreatment and serious human-rights violations, particularly the intolerable

practice of "ethnic cleansing”.
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The agresments and cease-fires which were so painstakiangly negotiated by
the European Commuanity and the United Nations have been ignored. Even
humanitarian aid has beea deliberately impeded, which, with the onset of
winter, may well exacerbate the already catastrophic situation of the people
of Bosnia,

Without wishing in any way to minimize the complexity of the situation or
the importance of the decisions already taken by the Security Council, it is
clear that further, even more decisive steps, are reguired if we intend to put
an end to the battles which have alresdy caused thousands of deaths as well as
the displacement of populations to an extent already affecting 40 per cent of
the inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Not only the Organizacion of the Fslamic Conference but alsc world public
opinion expect the Security Council to provide effective support for the
poople of Bosnia and Herszegovina in their resistance to aggression and in
ensuring that an end is put to the odious crimes which have been perpetrated
there.

Similarly, the Council has the duty of rejecting enything which has bsen
gained by aggreasion and to guarantee respect for the territorial integrity of
Bosnis and Herzegovina and the sovereignty of this State Member of the United
Nations.

In the light of the fearful tragedy of the people of Bosnia, it is also
essential that every step be taken to meet the challengs of providiag and
transporting essentcial basic products.

The draft resolution submitted by the States members of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference cover most of these elements and should be given

favourable consideration,
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It is now up to the Security Council to take all necessary steps to end
the tragedy of the people of Bosnia and to avert the threats to peace and
security in the region,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Algeria for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Bangladesh. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KABIR (Bangladesh): I have pleasure in expressing warm
felicitations to you, Sir, on your assumption of the office of President of
the Security Council for the month of November. I also take this opportunity
to express our appreciation to Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée of France for
his commendable conduct of the work of the Security Council in October., We
appreciate the endeavours of Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, co-Chairmen of the
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia in discharging so well their
onerous responsibility. We alse welcome the report of Mr. Tadsusz Mazowlecki,
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, which affords us a clear
picture of the factual state of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

From the times of the brutal aggression of Serbia against Croatia and
Bosnia and Herzagovina, we have witnessed the Security Council initiate
measures to restore peace in the region and ameliorate the sufferings of the
victims of the conflict. We shall be remiss if we do not acknowledge the
selfless devotion of the personnel of the United Nations Protection Force and
the dedicated humanitarian service rendered by the United Rations High
Commissioner for Refugees and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

It is obvious, however, that much more needs to be done to bring an end to

this cruel conflict,



§/PV.3137
108

(Mr. Kabir. Bangladesh)

The report of the Special Rapporteur reveals that a peaceful resolution
of the crisis does not seem imminent and, in his words, the principal
objective of the military conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina is the
establishment of ethnically homogenous regions. "Ethnic cleansing” appears to
be not the consequence of the war but rather its goal. This goal, to a large
extent, has already been achieved thr.ugh killing, torture, rape and other
forms of atrocitles, Conservative estimates indicate that over 100,000 people
have been killed in Serbian attacks and that nearly half a million are likely
to perish from exposure and starvation during the coming winter. If this were
to happen, we need to ponder seriously over the recent comment of the Foreign
Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. Haris Silajdzie, in Germany that:

"Bosnia and Herzegovina is the beginning of the end of peace and order in

post-war Europe".

The need has become even more imperative in the face of Serbia'’'s brazen
violation of the resolutions of the security Council and the London Peace
Accords on the former Yugoslavia.

In his letter of 4 November 1992 to the President of the Security
Council, the Permanent Representative of Bosnia and Herzeyovina pointed out
that the Serbian violation of their commitments, their intensification of
"ethnic cleansing”, particularly of Muslims, their maintenance of
concentration camps, the retention and application of heavy weapons for
inflicting civilian casualties on civilian townships, the increasing number of
alr attacks, the deliberate disruptions of heating, gas, electricity, and
supply lines, and the intersification of efforts for the conquest of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, with a view to completing their abhorrent plan of "ethnic

cleansing” before a negotiated and constitutional arrangement is concluded
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under international pressure. According to Lord Owen, some vested interests
were using the "gaping holes"” in the present embargo to supply Serbia with
petroleum products down the Danube, across the Romanian, Bulgarian and
Macedonian border, or from the Adriatic Coast.

We are now facing a situation whereby, through the brutal use of force
and the despicable policy of "ethnic cleansing” and other atrocities, Serbia
has acquired over 70 per cent of the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It
would be regrettable if the Security Council remained a silent spectator while
Serbia continued to flout the Council's decision by persisting in its policies
of aggrandizement and genocide. Bangladesh firmly believes that the Council
must display political determination to enforce its decision to reverse
Serbian aggression by taking appropriate measures under Chapter VII of the
Charter. Bangladesh cannot accept any seizure of territory by force. The
solution to the crisis must ensure the sovereignty, independencs and
territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 8So great has been the
anguish and disappointment in the worsening tragic situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, that the people of Bangladesh have expressed profound indignation
at the unacceptable turn of events in that tragic country. In view of the
sensitivity of public opinion in my country on the issue, the Bangladesh
Parliament discussed it at length recently and condemned the aggression
against Bosnia. in a resolution the Parliament urged the Security Council to

adopt appropriate measures to end Serbian atrocities against the men, women

and children of Bosnia.
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The sanctions already impoased must, of course, be strictly enforccd so
that a clear message is sent to Serbia that the international community wishes
to see an end to its abominablie policies. The loopholes in the sanctions
régime must be closed.

A strong signal should be conveyed to the Serbians from this debate that
they must release all prisoners and detainees from the concentration camps and
abolish all such camps immediately. Serbia must be made to realize that by
pursuing the policy c¢f “ethnic cleansing” it has violated the 1948 Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and that it will
therefore be held responsible for its crimss against humanity.

My delegation, like other delegations, strongly advocates that the
Security Council sexiously consider and create safety zones, land coiridors
and no-fire zones under United Nations protection ia Bosnia and Herzegovina
where refugees would be supported with relief assistance and food. The
Security Council should also consider expansion of the mandate of the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) and an increase in its strength to enable
it to protect the personnel of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UMHCR), the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and other relief agencies in the fulfilment of their numanitarian
responsibilities.

Successive resolutions by the Council have failed to contain Serbian
expansionist designs and its policy of "ethnic cleansing”. Although the
rasolution on an armg embargo against former Yugoslavia was meant for the
aggressor, its effect on Uhe victims of aggression has been disastrous. In
the face of the heavily equipped Serbs and their organized means of obtaining

arms and ammunjtion supplies, the Bosnian minorities have remained helpless
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targets of extermination. To prevent their total extinction they must be
permitted to exercise their inherent right of self-defence against their enemy
in accordance with Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. We therefore
share the views of other delegations that have espoused partial and selective
lifting of the arms embargo in resolution 713 (1991). That would enable the
Bosnians to defend themselves and deter the Serbi..ns from pursuing a policy of
expar<ionism, and it would also induce the latter to sit down at the
negotiating table to find a political settlement. At the same time, if the
Serbs continue their blatant violation of Security Council resolutions and the
London Peace Accords my delegation feels that the Council should consider,
sooner rather than later, the inevitability of taking collective enforcement
measures to ensure compliance with the Council's decisions. Agreement to take
such a decision may be a difficult one to achieve, but once reached, it would
be a giant forward step towards deterring expansionism by bigger nations at
the expense of weaker and smaller neighbours.

Even as we debate this issue here and now, the Bosnians® miseries
continue, not Jjust from the cold and bitter winter but from the tightening of
the Serbian stranglehold as well. The events in Bosnia are not merely a sad
commentary on our times. The situation there may become an unhappy reflection
of the Security Council's capabilities at a time when the world community is
putting increasing confidence in its ability to be more effective in the cause
of peace and security. When in the recent past we saw the Councii act in
unison to uphold order with justice, our hope in the system was raised. We
cannot and must not allow it to dissipate. Our faith will surely wither with
the mounting sorrows of Bounia. The Council has no option but to act

resolutely and to act now, It must adopt a strong and effective
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resolution and implement it with determination. To reinvigorate our trust in
the Council, this human tragedy must be brought to a speedy end. The Council
has an opportunity to do so. My delegation has every confidence that the
Council will not let it pass.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Bangladesh for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker on my list is the representative of Senegal. I invite
him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. CISSE (Senegal)(interpretacion from French): 8ir, your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council is a real source of
satisfaction to my delegation, both because of your personal qualities and
because of the excellent relations that exist between Hungary and Senegal. I
should like to begin, therefore, by extending to you my warmest
congratulations and by expressing my appreciation to your predecessor,
Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée, Permanent Representative of France, for the
important work accomplished during the past month.

The cousiderable efforts exerted by the internatioral community and the
nunerous resolutions adopted by the Security Council on the tragic situation
in Bosnia and Herzegovina have not prevented it from deteriorating and verging
on the intolerable and the unacceptable,

For more than six months that country, a Member of the Organization, has
been a victim of outright and unpunished aggression, of all kinds of
violations of its sovereignty and of the most fundamental human rights,
Today, we are witnesaing the gradual annihilation of the Bosnian people by
killings, imprisonment and the dispersal of refugees wherover they can gain

entry. In the namc of human solidarity, respect for intaernational morality
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and the Chirtor of our Organization, the Senegalese delegation expresses its
complete solidarity with that abused and battered country.

The Bosnian people can no longer be satisfied with our coudolences and
expressions of compassion while they continue to be the victims of collective
killings, of detention in the conditions we know prevail in the persecution
camps and of forced expulsions from their territory. Those sufferings have
been compounded by the unacceptable practices of “ethnic cleansing”,
reniniscent of one of the most calamitous periods in humen history.

Furthermore, the people of Bosnia cannot understand - nor can the
delegation of Senegal - how the Security Covncil, the qharantor of
international peace and security, can fail to provide them with the means to
exercise, in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter, their right to
self.defence when the aggressor, generously and regularly supplied with
weapons in violation of the embargo to which it is, in principle, subject, is
daily stepping up the destruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its
defenceless populations.

In this connection it is regrettable that, despite the relevant
provisions of Securlity Council resolution 781 (1992), the city of Jajce,
besieged on 26 and 27 October 1992, has now been occupied, its inhabitants
compelled to abandon thoir homes and possessions and forced to swell the ranks
of Bosnian refugees now exposed to hunger, cold, disease and misfortune.

In addition, eccording to the most recent estimates of the International
Committes of the Red Cross and other international observers, some 400,000
Bosnians could die because of harsh winter weather. As things are going, that

estimate could well prove to be optimistic.
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For its pairt the European Economic Community has been making important
efforts on behalf of Bosnia and Herzegovina, but we are unfortunately forced
to acknowledge that the results achieved are not yet commensurate with the

gravity of the situation.
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For all these reasons, and given that the aggression against Bosnia and
Herzegovina continues in utter contempt for resolutions 752 (1992) and
757 (1992), it is the view of the Senegal delegjation that the Security Council
should urgently take the necessary measures, first, to reaffirm the need tor
all States strictly to respect the territorial integrity and full sovereignty
of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina: and, secondly, to authorize the
Boanian people to exercise, in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter, its
inherent right to self-defence and enable it, through lifting the arms embargo
now in effect, to obtain the necessary means to ensure its survival.

It is recognized that the Serbs of Bosnla and Herzegovina are receiving
all the weaponry they need from outside. To deprive the Bosnian people of
equal opportunity is tantamount to letting it be annihilated, I am of the
opinion that lifting the embargo is a factor that could discourage the
aggressors or contain their destructive zeal.

I understand those who oppose such a measure. HNone the less, between the
rick of conflicts spinning ou: of control and getting worse and the risk of
witnessing the physical disappearance of a country and its people, my
preference is for the lesser evil: safeguarding the Bosnian people and
seeking tho means of preventing the lifting of the embargo from broadening the
scope of the conflict.

In conclusion I would reiterate my delegation's appreciation of the
consistent attention the Security Council and the Secretary-Gemeral are giving
the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina. At the same time I wish to thank
UNPROFOR, the specialized agencies of the United Nations and Mr. Cyrus Vance
and Lord Owen for their total commitment to the restoration of peace im Bosnia

and Herzegovina.
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Peace will come only when all the prisonerz and refugees of Hosnia and
Herzegovina can return to their homes and see their rights restored, when
"gthnic cleansing” and its consequences have disappeared, and when a
Constitution recognizing the territorial integrity of that country has been
established.

The Security Council has a complex task before it. That is why we fesl
such anguish.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Senegal for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representacive of Bosnia and Hergzegovina. I call
upoa hinm.

Mr. MISIC (Bosnia and Herzeyovina): Allow me, Mr. President, to
extend my deep appreciation to you for convening chese meetings of the
Socurity Council ip respect of the horrific situation in my country. Allow me
also to expraess my gratitude to the Countact Group of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference for its role im bringing about these meetings. Finally I
wish to express my deep appreciation to all delegations, from that of
Afghanistan to that of Zimbabwe, that have spoken in our support at these
meetings.,

Let me also say that my delegation was deeply puzzled by the
participation of a represeantative of the so-called government of the so-called
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the work of this body, especlally when ons
considers the conclusions of the Security Council in ics resolution 777 (1992)
and Genaral Aggaubly rasolution 46/242.

There appears to be no legal precedent or procedure that would ailow the

delegation in question to participate in these discussions, and we believe
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that this was done by the Jouncil strictly out of yood will. But it seems to
we that good will towards the Belgrade régime has again failed to pay.

Mr. Djokic told this Ccuncil what his Government has done so far to
contribute to the peaceful resolution of the war in Bosnia. The word “war" is
an juanappropriate notion. It cannot pbe callad a war when heavily armsd forces
are fighting barehanded civilisns, He has obviously confused notions. He has
trisd to camouflage terroriam and introduce it as though it were simply a
war, That is nothing suprising. In fact Mr, Djokic told the Council what his
Goverament has promised to do. If Mr, Djokic's Government fulfilled its
promises, the aggression in Bosnia and Hersegovina would already be over.

In addition, he did not tell the Council anything that his Goverament has
even tried to do. Instead of choosing a conciliatory approach, instead of
being an envoy who is a little self-cricical who coaveys messages of good will
if not of good deeds, he has repeated most of the old !nsinuations used by
Serbian propagandists and their masters since ¢Che onset of the crisis in
former Yugoslavia. To blame Bosnian Muslims, Croats and Busnian leaders,

Mr. Djokic has ajais‘elaborated old. unfounded accusations that the Belgrade
leaders used as justificiation of their aggression, abhorrent “ethnic
cleensing” and genccide in Bosnia and Herzegovina., Indeed, he has ofiered
some new and alas acain distorted “facts", fabricated and signed with the same
hand that has left its bloody signature in the Bosnian wounds.

Allowing Mr. Djokic to address the Security Council today, I am afraid

that we in this Chamber all got more than we bargained for.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Members will have
received copies of a revised text of the draft resolution sponsored by
Belgiwn, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the United States of Americs. contained in
ducument S/24808/Rev.1l.

I should like to draw the attention of members to a changs in the text:
all references to Bosnia and Herzegovina should be understood to refer to the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

It is my understanding that the Council is now ready to vote on the
revised draft resolution before it. Unless I bear any objection, I shall now
put the draft resolution to the vote. It is so decided.

I shall now call upon those representatives who would like to make a
statemant betore the vote.

Mr, LI Daoyu (China) (interpretation from Chiuese): With regard to
the present situation ia Bosnia and Herzegovina, our persistent position is
that various parties 1n Bosnia and Herzegovina must immediately cease fire.
The counflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina should be settled peacefully through
dialogue and negotiations among all the parties concerned. We are not in
favour of the use of force in whatever form.

In our view, all the international efforts should be conducive to an
early negotiated settlement of the di“ferences and disputes rather than
complicating the situation. We are in favour of urging all the parties in
Bosnia and Herzegovina immediately to cease their hostilities and seek a

political solution to the conflict through negotiations,
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We support the positive efforts made by the International Conferencs on
the Former Yugoslavia, and especially the Co-Chairmen of the Steering
Commmittees.

We are also in favour of calling for the immediate cessatlion of all forms
of interfereance from outside Bosnia and Herzegovina and the cessation of 111

violations of internationsl humanitarian law.
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We appreciate and support all the humanitarian relief efforts made by the
international community and urge all parties and others concerned to cooperate
fully with a view to ensuring the smooth delivery of humanitarian assistance
and the safety of United Nations and other personnel engaged in the delivery
of humanitarian assistance. Some of the elements included in the draft
resolution contained in document $/24808, which will be put to the vote, are
in conformity with tho foregoing position of China and are acceptable to us.

However, some of the contents of the present draft resolution are aimed
at further strengthening the sanctions against Yugoslavia. It is known to all
that on the occasion when Security Council resolution 757 (1992) was adopted,
the Chinese delegation pointed out that sanctions would not help solve the
problem, that they would, on the contrary, further aggravate the situation in
the former Yugoslavia and create serious consequences affecting the lives of
the people in the region and the economy of the neighbouring States.
Therefore, we cannot accept such contents. It also needs to be pointed out
that it is irappropriate for the draft resolution to refer to the report of
the Special Rapporteur ou ruman rights. It is not within the purview of the
Security Council to handle the human-rights issue,

Since the draft resolution coatains both elements acceptable to us and
‘lements unacceptable to us, the Chinese delegation will abstain in the voting
on this draft resolution.

Finally, I should like to reiterate oace again that the Chinese

Goverameni and peopls Stron: oncernad in Bosnia and
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Herzegovina to act in the interest of all the puople there, turn swords into
ploughshares and replace hatred with reconciliation, and, with the help of the
international community, find an appropriate and fair solution to their

conflict within the framework of the International Conference.
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Mr, MUMBENGEGWI (Zimbabwe): On 30 May 1992, when this Council
considered the adoption of resolution 757 (1992), Zimbabwe expressed serious
doubts about the validity of the underlying assumptions that led to the
adoption of that resolution., Put crudely, the assumption was that the
relationship between the Bosnian Serbs and the Serbian Serbs was that of the
puppet and the puppeteer. On this assumption, it was therefore logical that
the best way to immobilize the puppet was to exert pressure on the puppeteer
through a tough regime of ecomomic and other sanctions.

Those who have worked closely on efforts to resolve the crisis in Bosnia
and Herzegovina over the past six months can testify that the Bosnian Serbs
are anytbing but the puppets of Belgrade. Of course this is not to say that
Belgrade is totally devoid of influence. But, then, there is am important
distinction between the ability to control and the ability to influence. As
we all know, the ability to influence has its limitations. If this Council
were to impose punitive sanctions on all countries that are perceived to have
influence on one party or thes other in the various conflict situations around
the globwy, we would have a very long list indecd.

The irony of the preseant situation is that the country targeted for
punitive measures, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, withdrew its forces
from Bosnia and Hercegovina some six months ago. Yet, as we consider further
measures against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the draft resolution
before us, there are thousands of foreign troops in Bosnia and Herzegovina who
have repeatedly defied the resolutions of the Council calling for their
withdrawal. No punitivo measures are being comsidered by the Council in spite
of this continuing act of defiance. All that the Council is prepared to do i3

reaffirm its call for elements of the Croatian army to be withdrawn.
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The evolution of the crisis in Bosnia and Lerzegovina over the past six
months has done nothing to erase our original doubts. In fact, available
evidence does not make it possible for my delegation to adopt a position on
the draft resolution before us differeat from the position we took on
resolution 757 (1992). My delegation therefore will abstain on this draft
resolution.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Freanch): I shall now put to the
vote the draft resolution contained in document §/24808/Rev.l, as orally
revised, in its provisional form.

A vote was taken by a show of hands.

In _favour: Austria, Belgium, Cape Verde, Ecuador, France, Hungary.,
India, Japan, Morocco, Russian Federation, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America, Veneduela

Agalnst: None

Abstaining: China, Zimbabwe

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): There were 13 votes in
favour, none against and 2 abstentions. The revised draft resolution, as
orally revised, in its provisional form, has therefore been adopted as
resolution 787 (1992).

I shall now call on representatives who wish to make a statement
following the voting.

Mr. HOHENFELLNER (Austria): Austria voted in favour of resolution
787 (1992) becauge it contains a number of necessary elements. One is a
reaffirmation of previous demands by the Security Council addressed in

particular to the Serbian side. Another is the tightening of the sanctions
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regime. Sanctions are not aimed at the population of Serbia and Montenegro;
they are designed to bring about a change of policy in Belgrade. Todey's
decision of the Clouncil should also contribute to more effective
implementation of sanctions.

The resolution also reflects the Austrian proposal to create safe areas
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The rapid establishment of such areas would be a
decisive contribution to alleviating the problem of refugees and displaced
persons, which has reached such dramatic proportions that it has largely
exhausted the capacities of other States to provide even tamporary refuge.
Once such gafe areas are established, they should not only provide safety for
their present iphabitants but also encourage others to returnm to their former
homes.

Today we have invited the Secretary-General to study the possibility of
and the requirements for such areas, Obviously, in the light of the
horrendous plight of the population concerned, this cennot be an academic
exercise. Consequently, we hope that the Secretary-General will urgently
examine this iscue and report to the Security Council as soon as possible in
order to enable us to take the necessary decisions before it is too late.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French)s There are no further
names on the list of speakers. The Security Council has thus concluded the
present stage of its consideration of the item on its agenda. The Security

Council will remain seized of the matter.

The meeting gogze at.7.40 p.m.
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