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The meeting was _called to order at 4.25 p.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

LETTER DATED 7 DECEMBER 1990 FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/22008)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I call on the representative

of Cuba.

Mr. ALARCON de QUESADA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spapish): My
delegation would like to propose that the Security Council, acting’once again in
accordance with rule 33.3 of its provisional rules of procedure, defer
consideration of this question.

As members are all aware, the Council has not had an opportunity to consider
in depth the situation that is the subject of our agenda item. Several questions
arose in the course of consultations, but we have not considered the draft
resolution in depth, and no efforts have been made to carry out negotiations with
all members in order to produce a text that could have been supported by all of us.

The Council has before it, inter alia, very specific requests from
representatives of the people whose destiny we shall be deciding, in which they ask
us not to take a hasty decision.

In a documént addressed to the members of the Council and officially
distributed to this body, Mr. Lorenzo De Leon Guerrero, the Governor of the
Northern Mariana Islands, states, inter alia:

"Since this question of termination is of the utmost importance to the

people of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, we ask that any

final resolution on'this matter be delayed. A postponement of any decision
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would give us the opportunity to present to the members of the Security
Council our position on why at this time the Trusteeship Agreement should not

be terminated." (8/22034, p. 2)

Moreover, in a letter that has also been distributed to the members of the
Council, Mr. Joshua Koshiba, the President of the Senate of Palau states the
following:

“We believe that the concerns of Governor Guerrero concerning the
colonial status of the Northern Marianas must be resolved prior to the
termination of the Trusteeship Agreement." (ibid., p. 4)

My delegation believes that it is perfectly reasonable - I would even say that
it is obligatory - before taking a decision that will signify the termination of
the Trusteeship Council's mandate over this Territory, and will therefore have an
impact on the destiny of these peoples, that we listen to its representatives and
that we not act in haste to do what they ask us not to, that is, vote on the draft
resolution today.

Therefore, in accordance with rule 33.3 of the provisional rules of procedure,
I am officially proposing that the Council adjourn this meeting, and consider this
question on Tuesday, 8 January 1991, at 3 p.m.

The PRESIDENT.(interpretetion from Arabic): The representative of Cuba
has proposed that the meeting be adjoprned until Tuesday, 8 January 1991, in
accordance with rule 33.3 ef“the Coﬁncil's provisional rules ef procedure.

I call on the representative of the United States of America.

Mr. PICKERING (United States of America): I should like to address some

of the points raised by the representative of Cuba. I, of course, believe that, in
accordance with our agreement in the informal meeting yesterday, the Council should

proceed to the vote at this time.
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I think that the most persuasive and perhaps the most important point is that,
in fact, yesterday the representative of Cuba recommended that we vote yesterday

afternoon - almost immediately - to deal with this situation.
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(Mr. Pickering, United States)

However, thié situation has been before the world community for guite some
time. The letters we have received from the Marshall Islarnds, from the Marianas,
from Papua New Guinea, and from fanuatu on Séha1£ of tﬁe regional group have urged
us to move ahead, recognizing that further delay would affect the possibility of
Micronesia and the Marshall Islands continuing to expand their international
contécts - something which is of great importance to them.

As we all know, the text of the draft resolution was discussed at great length
yesterday in an informal meeting of the Council. No suggestions were made for
change, although there were plenty of opportunities to make them. As we know, too,
we have all been available all day today to deal with any further questions that
might have come up.

My feeling is that the letters to which the representative of Cuba has
referred, and which have been before the Council for some days now, have raised
issues that have to do with the Compact of Free Association between the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the United States. Indeed, they
grow precisely out of that Compact. A condition of the Compact was, of course,
that it would replace the Trusteeship Agreement, which was terminated by the
Trusteeship Council in 1986 - an act which we have recognized and which the members
of the Trusteeship Council have again referred to this Council in their letter.
Therefore the very differences of view that have arisen from the Compact of Free
Association aré being worked on and, indeed, resolved under the terms of the
Compact. Section 902 of the Compact provides for a series of negotiations, which
have been carried forward. Those‘negotiations have already resolved a number of
problems raised between the Federal Government and the Commonwealth ofrthe Northern
Mariana Islands. At this stage we think it is iﬁportant for the negotiations to

continue.




JUM/4 S/PV.2972
7

(Mr, Pickering, United States)
This, of course, is not the place to éarry on those negotiations. The
Security Council hasvmany responsibilities, many great areas of interest - but one
of them is not expertise in t#e qusstiquof territory differences. The
Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas has>chdseh'condlﬁsiveiy through an action of
its own legislature to join the United States. It is now part of the United States
since it is a territory of the United States. Its relétionship to the United
States is therefore clearly covered under Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter of
the United Nations, and, as a result, I believe that the Security Council should
move to accept immedistelj theisrigiﬁal sisﬁes of tﬁs people sf the Commonwealth of
the Northern Marianas expressed through their legislature and through a plebiscite
held under United Sations supervision, in which 79 per cent of the people voted in
favour of the éompact. I believe that we should move as well to recognize the
clear wishes of 140,000 inhabitants of the Marshalls and the Federated States of
Micronesia, who themselves wish to have their statﬁs reviewed by the Council and
seen to be effectively that of States in free association with the United States,
with the capacity to act independently. Action on the part of the Council will
further promote their ability to gain recognition and international ties, which
they very much desire and which the South Pacific group has told us they support.
»qu_all those reasons, I believe it is time for the Council to act and I

strongly recommend that it do so} We shall of course oppose the proposal for
further postponement of a vote on this question.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): I shall now put to the vote

the Cuban motion to adjourn the meeting until 8 January 1991.
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A vote was taken by show of hands. ,
In favour: Colombia, Cuba
Against: Canada, China, Finland, France, Malaysia, Romania, Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America
Abstaining: Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Yemen, Zaire
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): The result of the voting is
as follows: 2 in favour, 9 against and 4 abstentions. The motion has therefore
not been adopted. 7: | |
I should like to inform the Council that I have received a letter from the
representative of New Zealand in which he requests to be invited to participate in
the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda. 1In accordance with the usual
practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite that representative
to participate in the discussion without the right to vote, in conformity with the
relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules
of procedure.
There being no objection it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. O'Brien (New Zealand) took the place

reserved for him at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): The_Security Council will
now begin its consideration of the item on its agenda.

Members of the Council have the following documents before them: 8/22008,
letter dated 7 December 1990 from the President of the Trusteeship Council
addressed to the President of the Security Council; and S§/22001, which contains the
text of a draft resolution submitted by China, France, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irgland and

the United States of America.
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(The President)

I should also like to draw t?e attention of the members of the Council to
document §/22007, which contains the text of a letter dated 17 December 1990 from
the Permanent Representativevof Pépué Neﬁ Guiﬁea to the:United Nations addressed to
the President of the Security‘Councilf to document ‘S/22009, which contains the text
of a letter dated 18 December 1990 from the Permanent Representative of Vanuatu to
the United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council; and to
documént $/22034, which contains the text of a letter dated 21 December 1990 from
the Permanent Representative of Cuba tq the United Nations addressed to the
President of the Security Council.

The first speaker is the representative of New Zealand. I invite him to take
a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. O'BRIEN (New Zealand): As a member of the group of South Pacific
Forum nations represented at the United Natiéns, New Zealand has already indicated
through a letter signed by the Permanent Repreéentative of Vanuatu - to which you
just made reference, Sir - i£s suppbrt for the partial termination of the
Trusteeship Agreement fo; the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

This is a significant occasion for the Territory and more generally for the
Pacific Island region to which New Zealand belbngs. Three constituent parts of the
Trust Territory indicated some years ago, through exercises of self-determination
supervised by the United Nation;, their choices for future political status. The
purpose of my Government in seeking to address the Council briefly this evening is
to reinforce New Zealand's support for the action being taken here today.

Following the exercises of éelf—determination and a Trusteeship Council
resolution in 1986, New Zealand was among the first countries to establish

diplomatic links with the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of the
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(The President)
Marshall Islands. I had the personal honour to serve as New Zealand's first
non-resident Ambassador to those two couﬁtries. Since that time, links between the
Federated States of Micromesia and the Republic of tﬁe Marshall Islands and the
countries of the Pacific region have flourished, as also have the participation of
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas and Palau in various regional

organizations.
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(Mr. O'Brien, New Zealand)

In 1987 both the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of the
Marshall Islands were admitted to membership of the South Pacific Forum, in which
they have played an active and constructive part. The expansion of the Forum's
membership to include two such Central Pacific nations enhances this vital
dimension of the organization. The Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic
of the Marshall Islands have brought to the Forum an added dimension that derives
from their long association with the United States. This experience is a valuable
asset.

Today's decision would mark another step by the Federated States of Micronesia
and the Republic of the Marshall Islands along the path of nation-building. This
process is an evolving one in many island countries of the Pacific. Of course,
political autonomy cannot be equated with economic autonomy, for in today's world
the notion of full economic independence is illusory. No nation State - big,
medium, or small - is truly independent in an economic sense. The Federated States
of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands will, we imagine, continue
to depend on co-operation with others to emhance economic well-being.

The Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands
take this further step at a time when the Pacific Island region faces challenge,
not least in the envirommental area. Regional anxiety about the effects of nuclear
testing, the harmful effects of the disposal of toxic wastes and the devastation
and threat to fishing stocks by driftnet fishing is a paramount example. So, too,
is the concern about the effect of global warminé on low-lying islands. These are
shared concerns that affect us all in the Pacific region. We are determined to
co-operate with those outside the region whose interests coincide in these crucial

areas. !
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{Mr. O'Brien, New Zealand)

At the botfom line, the interests and wishes of the people must be kept
uppermost in the processes of political self-determinétion, It is a principle that
has guided the United Nations, and countries like New Zealand, in the approach to
decolonization over several decades. As the United Nations celebrates the
thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on decolonization, it is fitting that we
recall that while some Territories choose full political independence others do
not. The Council is today faced with an example of differing choices. On the
basis of the express - and expressed - wish of the people of the three island
groups concerned, New Zealand endorses the call made by others for the partial
termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, and looks forward to the Federated States
of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands gaining recognition from
those Member States that have been awaiting the outcome of Security Council action.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): It is my understanding that
the Securiﬁy Council is ready to proceed to the vote on the draft resolution before
it. If I hear no objection, I shall take it that that is the case.

There being no objection, I put to the vote the draft resolution contained in
document S§/22001.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favour: Canada, China, Colombia, Cdte d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Finland, France,
Malaysia, Romania, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America, Yemen, Zaire
Against: _Cuba
The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): The result of the voting is
as follows: 14 in favour and 1 against. The draft resolution has been adopted as

resolution 683 {1990).
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(The ?residgng)

I éhall now call on those members who wish to make statements on the
resolution we have just adopted.

Mr. ROCHEREAU Dﬁ LA SABLIERE (France) (interpretation from French):
Resolution 683 (1990), which we have just adopted, is designed to give effect to
the results of the exercise by the peoples of the Federated States of Micromesia,
the Marshall Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands of their right to
self-determination.

The peoples of those Territories - which until now have been part of the
International Trusteeship System, under the authority of the United Nations -
approved in referendums monitored by‘the United Nations agreements defining the new
status of each. The Trusteeship Counéil then decided, by its resolution
2183 (LIII), of 28 May 1986, that the‘neceséary conditions to terminate the
trusteeship over the thfee Territories had been met.

Under thevCharter it is for the Security Council to take the final decision.
The ending of trusteeship stétus will make it possible fpr thq Territories
concerned fully to implement the spatus that»their respgctive peoples have freely
chosen.

Therefore, my country fully supported the draft resolution the Council has
just adopted. It was sponsored by all the members of the Trusteeship Council, of
which my country is the curfent Pfesident.-

My delegation has noted differences of interpretation between the authorities
of the Northern Mariana Islands and the federal authorities of the United States
about putting into effect some of the provisions of the agreement defining the
Territory's new status. Thesé diiferences are now the subject of talks between the
two parties in the framework of the bilateral consultations provided for in that
agreement. We very much hopebthat those talks will soon lead to results that are

satisfactory to both sides.
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Mr. YU Mengjia (China) (interpretation from Chinese): Today the members
of the Security Council are meeting to review the question of partial termination
of the Trusteeship Agreement for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. This
has great significance and is a happy occasion for both the Security Council and
the people of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. China, as a permanent
member of the Security Council and a member of the Trusteeship Council, attaches
great importance to today's deliberations in the Security Council.

The Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands is the only stfategic Trust
Territory of the United Nations. According to provisions of the Chartef of the
United Nations and the Trusteeship Agreement, the Administe:ing Authority has the
obligation to help the Trust Territory play its parﬁ in the maintenance of
international peace and security, and to promote the political, econmomic, social
and educational advancement of the inhabitants of the Trust Territory and their
development towards self-government or independence.

The termination of the status of strategic Trust Territory falls within the
responsibilities of the Security Council., It is the consistent position of China
to support the principle of national self-determination and respect the choice of
‘political status by the peoples of Trust Territories. Relevant legal documentation
confirms that the peoples of the Federated States of Micronesia, the Marshall
Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands, which constitute parts of the Trust
Terfitory of the Pacific Islanas, have, in accordance with the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations and the Trusteeship Agreement, expressed their will
and chosen their political status through plebiscites and have exercised their

right to self-determination.

——
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(Mr. Yu Mengjia, China)

China respeéts the aspirations of the peopies of these three entities,
~supports the termination of their status as Trust'Territories and is in favour of
the draft resolution recommended by the Trusteeship Council. Aftef the termination
of trusteeship the political and economic development in these three entities will
enter into a new stage. We wish to extend our heartfelt congratulations to the
;eadérs and peoples of the three entities. May they enjoy prosperity and make
their due contributiqn,to the maintenance of‘international peace and security.
China is willing to maintain and develop friendly relations with them.

At present Palaﬁ is séilirﬁﬁder the ﬁﬂited ﬁations Trdsteeship Syétem. We
hope that the Administering Authority will continue to fulfil its obligations and
responsibilities as stipulated in the United Nations Charter and the Trusteeship
Agreement, fully respect the aspirations of the people of Palau and actively
promote their political, economic and educational advancement so that they may also
achieve an early realization of self-determination.

Mr. ALARCON de QUESADA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): If we take
literally the statement made by Ambassador Pickering before the vote, the situation
in which we now find ourselves is really quite confusing. He stated that the
Trusteeship Council had already terminated the mandate entrusted to the United
States over the Trust Tefritory of the Pacific Islands, and he referred to the
Northern Mariana Islands as an integral part of United States territory and,
therefore, governed by the provisions of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the United
Nations Charter. If that is the case, why were we convened here this afternoon, a
Saturday, to take a decision that has already been taken by another body and to
deal with issues that are supposedly outside the Security Council's lawful purview
and related as they purportedly are to the domestic jurisdiction of a sovereign

State?
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{(Mr. Alarcon de Quesada, Cuba)
Of course, that is only one aspect of the extraordinary situation in which the
Council finds itself as a result of the resolution it has just adopted. In that
connection, I should like first tb refer to Article 83 of the Charter, which was in
force, to some extent at least, up until a few moments ago, even though I am not
really sure what its function is at this point and in the present context.
Aréicle 83 reads:
"aAl1l functions of the United Nations relating to strategic areas,
including the approval of the terms of the trusteeship agreements and of their
alteration or amendment, shall be exercised by the Security Council.”

(Article 83, para. 1)

The Security Council has today adopted a resolution that in fact endorses or
validates a decision already implemented by the Administering Authority, with, it
would seem, the assent of the Trusteeship Council, but without, as far as I am
aware, the Security Council's ever having considered any alterations or amendments
or any other modifications to the Trusteeship Agreement entered into between the
United Nations and the United Sta;es of America.

What was called in that agreement the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
has now been parcelled out into several "entities" - to use the term employed in
the resclution. Three of them are affected by the resolution adopted today, and a
fourth entity - Palau - continues to remain - if we understand the text of the
resolution correctly - subject to the terms of the Trusteeship Agreement. Of the
three entities affected by the resolution we have just adopted, one has clearly
asked us not to take the action we have t;ken and not to make the decision we have
made today. However, in its wisdom, the Council has decided to dismiss that formal
request made to it and, for reasons no one has yet been good enough to explain to

us, to move to take a speedy vote on this question.
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(Mr. Alarcon de Quesada, Cuba)

In our view, the Security Council has not properly shouldered its
responsibilities with regard to this question. Just in passing, I should like to
make it clear that it is indeed true that yesterday, in informal comnsultations, I
did say that I did not understand why we had to wait until Saturday afternoon to do
what I feared we would do, and that the discussion and vote could have taken place
yesterday - not because I wa#ted to speed up the taking of a decision that ignored
the requests made by the representatives of the Mariana Islands and Palau, but
because I feared what would happen, namely, that the United Stateslwould once again
receive the Council's blessihg.

What I did not understand yesterday and what I still do not understand today
is the merit of postponing the exercise until this afternoon, since our action is
hardly a surprise to world public bpinion, which has grown accustomed to the
Council's so-called unanimity. Thus, it #as difficult to understand yesterday why
we had to meet on a Saturday afternoon to perform a task that would probably have
been performed in much the same way on Friday.

Moreover, it is my belief that we have not acted in a manner consistent with
the issues at hand. Whatever the authority vested in members of the Security
Council or whatever authority members may feel they have, that authority is not, in
our opinion, so great that the Council can decide the fates of others without even
allowing the representatibes 6fmthé’§ébp1es of the regions concerned an opportunity
to explain their reasons.for not wanting the Council to take the action it has
taken today. The Tfusteesh;p Agreement has been in existence for more than
40 years. The resolution of the Trusteeship Council, as noted in the resolution
adopted today, dates back four years, to 28 May 1986. After having waited for
40 years and four years - depending on fhe point of reference - not to have waited
a couple of weeks more in érder to allow the Council to atford those who afe

empowered - although unrecognized by us - and who continue to be empowered to
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(Mr. Alarcon de Ouesada, Cuba)

express the views of their peoples an opportunity to be heard is a way of
proceeding that is fairly hard to understand. It might indeed be described as
inadmissible, particularly in thé case of a Security Council which, with a draft
resolution actually before it, still managed t§ come up with adequate reasons for
postponing a decision and became bogged down here in lengthy discussions about
particular wordings or concepts. While all that was taking place, we were
nevertheless still unable to respond in an appropriate manner to very specific

formal requests that had been made.
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(Mr. Alarcon de Quesada, Cuba)
The Governor of the Northern Mariana Islands, in his communication which I
mentioned earlier, also pointed out, and I should like to quote him:
"+... we do not support the Trusteeship Council resolution. The time is not
ripe for Security Council termination of the Trust for our people. We still
desire to have the protection afforded us by the United Nations.

"Failure to maintain the Trusteeship Agreement may cause the United
States to absorb further the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands into
the Federal Government [of the United States]. It is the official position of
our Government that the United States has failed the United Nations and the
people of the Northern Mariana Islands in not delivering on its trusteeship
commitment. As of this date, the United States of America and the
Commonwealth of the Northefn Mariana Islands continue to disagree sharply on
key sovereignty questions. These questions directly affect our right to
internal self-government." (5/22034, P.2)

The communication from the Governor goes on to state:

+++ termination of the Trusteeship Agreement would be premature unless the

United Nations means to abandon us. We trust this is not‘the case." (ibid.)

If this very discreet meeting, with such a small audieﬁce; has any echo in the
press, perhaps that will be how the Governor will receive the Council's gracious
reply to his request, and will perhaps arrive at the bitter conclusion that the
Council has indeed decided to abandon him and, furthermore, to abandon fulfilling
the very clear obligation the Council had while Article 83 of the Charter was in
force.

As I said in respect of the former Pacific Territory, there are three entities
covered by the final operative paragraph of this resolution; one of those entities

has expressed itself in the very clear terms of its Governor's letter. There are
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(Mr. Alarcon de Quesada, Cuba)

other entities coveréd by the final operative paragraph of the resolution which
would appear to be satisfied with the resolution the Council has just adopted.

However, there have been many indications which had us to think that the
situation is not that favourable and that joy is not that widespread in the other
parts of the former Territory, or in the other entities, if you prefer to use the
new terminology now.

On 6 December 1990 - probably while we members of the Council were getting
bogged down in our furious discussions about "would”, "should" and "could" for the
declaration you issued a few days ago, United States television showed a programme,
part of which came from the Marshall Islands, and which showed some things which
might perhaps have been of interest to the Council before it took that so important
and hasty decision we adopted this afternocon.

One of thelcommentators, Diane Sawyer, began the programme with the following
words:

(spoke in English)

"They lost nearly everything: their culture, their independence, their

health; in the 40s and 50s, the United States turned the Marshall Islands

into ground zero, and the people became nuclear guinea-pigs."
(spoke in Spanish)
Later in the programme, the commentator Sam Donaldson said the following:
(spoke in English)

"Good evening. We begin tonight with the shocking story of how a big
country's occupation of a foreign territory is wrecking the lives of the
people who live there, and we are not talking about Iraq or Kuwait, we are
talking about the United States and the Marshall Islands; and if you think
wrecking the lives of the people puts it too strongly, wait until you see what

we discovered.
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(Mr. Alarcon de Quesada, Cuba)
"Perhaps you remember hearing of Bikini Atoll: that's where the United

States detonatéd its largest hydrogen bomb. Bikini is part of the Marshall

Islands, which, after World War II, became a de facto United States colony.

Independence officially came to the Marshalls in 1986, But American domination

and abuse didn't end." |
(spoke in Spanish)

And, indeed, the programme went on to show interesting views of the
territory. It interviewed some officials and some members of the public, and gave
testimony of how that Territory, the Marshall Islands archipelago, was first turned
into a testing-ground for nuclear devices which had effects on the populatibn which
continue up to this day.

According,to the programme, almost 10,000 inhabitants of the island are now
refugees in one small part, covering 78 acres, considered the most overpopulated
place on Earth, where they had to seek refuge because the rest of the territory is
not exactly habitable; this is because of the effects of those tests, for which,
even today, several decades later, that people is paying the price, the price of
having been turned into a firing range for testing nuclear devices. The figure of
almost 10,000 inhabitants of the Marshall Islands given by the United States
programme is a quarter of the population of the archipelago.

The commentators go on to explain that, as if the dram#tic past the islands
had suffered were not enough, they were later turned into a site for dumping waste
from the continental United States; there was talk, also, of the possibility that

this waste also included nuclear wastes.
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(Mr. Alarcon de Quesadal Cuba)
The President of the Marshall Islands - who, it is to be supposed, is one of
the representatives of one of the entities in what used to be a territory, and is
one who does, it would appear, agree with the resolution you have been so kind as
to present to him with today - President Amata Kabua, explaining why his country
and his people found themselves obliged to negotiate with the United States and
accept that things like this were happening, things like designating the Islands as
a dump-site for United States garbage, said something which might to some extent
sum up the Trusteeship process to which the Islands were subjected and which is

culminating so gloriously today.
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President Kabua said:
(spoke in English)
"We lost many things in that Compact. We regret them. But what can you do?
I mean, when you grow up with your brothe; and he is a lot bigger than you and

he slaps you, what do you do?"

(continued in Spanish)

ihose who believe that the Security Council has really completed an exercise
of decolonization or of respect for the will of peoples might better have tried to
find out first the past and present thinking of the representatives of the
Territories over whose fate we have so blithely and hastily felt obliged to take
actioﬁ. N

Mr. RICHARDSON (United Kingdom): My Governmeng has been a member of the
Trusééeship Council from the very outsét, and we have always played an active part
in its work. We also have long-standing ties of friendship with the countries and
peoples of thé South Pacific. éo the vote we have just taken today is a source of
great satisfaction to my delegation.

There can be very few areas of the world whose economic and political
development and aspirations have been so well ﬁonitored, so well charted, as the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands over the years. We believe the Trusteeship
Council has always carried out its duties assiduously. It has sent many visiting
missions, on a reqular basis, to the component parts of the former Trust
Territory. So far as my delegation is concerned, we are proud that the Trusteeship
Council has been able to promote effectively the free and fair expression of the

wishes of the inhabitants of the Territory.
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I might refer briefly to the resolution adopted by the Trusteeship Council in
1986, in which it said,

"Having heard the statements by the elected representatives of the Trust

Territory Governments requesting early termination of the Trusteeship

Agreement, and believing this to reflect the freely expressed wishes of the

people of the Trust Territory”. (Irusteeship Council resolution 2183 (LIII),

seventh preambular paragraph)

Later, in an operative paragraph, the Trusteeship Council

“Notes that the peoples of the [entities concerned] have freely exercised

their right to self-determination in plebiscites observed by the visiting

missions of the Trusteeship Council"”. (para. 1)

In fact, I have in front of me a letter from the Governor of the Northern Mariana
Islands, dated September 1986, which makes precisely those points.

My delegation therefore welcomes this partial termination of the Trusteeship
Agreement. We want to extend our congratulations to the people of the Federated
States of Micronesié, the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands. We wish them every success and all prosperity in the
years ahead.

Mr. PICKERING (United States of America): It is rare for the Security
Council to be able to take a seemingly small step that means so much to a group of
people. I believe today's action by the Council is such a step. One of the |
fundamental principles the United Nations seeks to uphold is thg right to
self-determination. The peoples of the former entities of the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands participated in a process that led to true achievement of
self-determination for three portions of that Territory. The United Nations was an

active promoter and observer of that successful process. The Trusteeship Council
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sent various missions to monitor plebiscites held in each of the entities. In 1986
the Trusteeship Council concluded that the peoples concerned had achieved
self-determination. The action wevhaQe taken today gives the endorsement of this
Council to the Trusteeship Council action which meant so much to those peoples.

I should like to express my Government's welcome of this endorsement of the
will of the peoples involved.

Mr, LOZINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist Republicé) (interpretation from
Russian): The Security Council has taken a decision on a problem which has
remained unresolved for many years now. Fully aware §f the complicated historical
and legal nature of the question of Micronesié, we note with satisfaction that the
Security Council - which under the Charter has the important task of ensuring that
United Nations responsibilities with respect to strategic Trust Territories are
carried out - has been able to arrive at a mutually acceptable solution based on
the right of peoples to freedom of choice and conforming to the procedures set out
in the United Nations Charter.

For many years the Trusteeship Council has dealt with questions of the
economic, social and political development of the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands, and has submitted the relevant reports to the Security Council. Today we
can noﬁe with satisfaction that the peoples of the Federated States of Micronesia,
the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands have freely exercised their right of self-determination by approving the
respective agreements on their new status through piebisites observed by visiting
ﬁissions of the Trusteeship Council. In addition to those plebiscites and the
decisions of the appropriate legal bodies established in the entities, resolutions
were adopted approving those status agreements and freely expressing the wish to

terminate the status of the entities as part of the Trust Territory.
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We do not exclude the possibility that the future could bring various new
legal, economic and other questions for the peoples of Micronesia. But we are
hoéeful that those questions will be resolved, taking full account of the interests
and the freely expressed will of the Micronesians. We note that the decision taken
by the Security Council today was welcomed by the members of the South Pacific
Forum, who desired the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement with respect to the
three Micronesian entities in question.

In our view, the Security Council's decision on Micronesia will assist the
growing tendency to diminish the military presence in the Pacific and Asian
regions. In that connection, we note that in the course of the Security Council's
consultations assurances were given that the Uﬁited States did not have the
intention of establishing additional military bases in Micronesia.

In today's resolutio#,rthe Security Council has expressed the hope that the
people of Palau will be able in due course to complete the process of freely
exercising their right to self-determination. That would allow the Security
Council in due time to decide on a full termination of the Trusteeship Agreement.

We are firmly convinced that a final solution to the problem of Micronesia
could contribute significantly to improving the situation not only in that region
but in international relations in general and that it would promote the
establishment of mutually beneficial co-operation among States.

Mr. TADESSE (Ethiopia): My delegation voted in favour of the resolution
just adopted, in the knowledge that the three entities of the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands have, through plebiscites observed by the United Nations,
expressed their wishes on how to determine their own future. This warrants the

partial termination of the Trusteeship Agreement.
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We did so based on the confirmation of the members of the Trusteeship Council,
which has determined, és is clearly set forth in the operative part of the draft
resolution it proposed to the Security Council, that in the Federated States of
Micronesia, the Marshall Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands the objectives of
the Trusteeship Agreement havé been fully attained and that the applicability of
the Trusteeship Agreement has terminated, with respect to those entiﬁies.

ﬁowever, as was pointed out in the letter of the Governor of the Northern
Mariana Islands and by the Permanent Representative of the United States, there are
still ongoing nggotia;ions bfﬁwgeg the UniteQYStates énd therelec;edr
representatives of the Northern Mariana Islands fully in order to implement the
terms of the Covenant. It is our earnest hope, therefore, that these pending
differences will be resolved soon and that the concerns expressed in the letter of
the Governor of the Northg;n Mariana Islands will be effectively addressed in the
spirit of the Compact they signed.

My delééation also shares the view of the representativé of Palau and the
members of the South Pacific Forum, as expressed in their letter, that the people
of the fourth entity of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, Palau, will in
the not too distant future be able freely to ekercise the right to
self-determination.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Arabic): There are no further names
on the list of speakers. The Security Council has thus concluded.its business for

this meeting.

The meeting rose at 5.20 p.m.



