UNITED
NATIONS

S«.

Security Council

PROVISIONAL

§/3V.2948
13 October 1990

ENGLISH

Progidupts

Members:

PROVISIONAL VERBATIM RECORD OF THE TWO THOUSAND
NINE HUNDRED AND FORTY-EIGHTH MEETING

Held at Headquarters, New York,
on Friday, 12 October 1990, at 10.55 p.m.

Sir David HANNAY

Canada

China

Colombia

Cote d'Ivoire

Cuba

Bthiopia

Finland

France

Malaysia

Romania

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
tinited States of America
Yemen

Zalre

(United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland)

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

FORTIER

LI Daoyu

PENALOSA

ANET

ALARCOR de QUESADA
TADESSE

TORNUDD

BLANC

RAZALI

MUNTEANU
VORONTSOV
PICKERING
AL-ASHTAL

BAGBENI ADEITO NZENGEYA

This record comtains the origimal text of speeches delivered in English and

interpretations of speechss in the other languages.

- in the

Corrections should bo submitted to original speeches only.

The final text will be printed

They should be

sent under the signature of a member of the delegation concernmed, within ope waek,
to the Chief, Official Records Bditing Section, Department of Conference Services,
room DC2-750, 2 United Natioms Plaza, and incorporated in a copy of the record.

90-61245/A 2214V (E)



JP/ad $/PV.2948
2
The meating was called to oxdar at 10.5% p,m.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
The agenda was adopted.
THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 26 SEPTEMBER 1990 PROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF YEMEN TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (5/21830)

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decisions taken at the previous
meetings on this item, I invite the representatives of Algeria, Bangladesh, Egypt.
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Mauritanis, Morocco, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab
Republic, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yugoslavia to take the places
reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber. I invite the represeantative

of Palestine to take a placse at the Council table.

The PRESIDENT: I should 1like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from the roprosontatives of In®ia and Turkey in which they request to be
invited to participate im the discussion of the item on the Council’'s agenda. In
conformity with the usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to

invite those represemtatives to participate in the discussion without the right to
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vote, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the

Council's provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

The PRESIDENTs The Security Council will now resume its consideration of
the item on its agenda.

Members of the Council have before them document §/21859, which contains the
text of a draft resolution submitted by Canada and the United Ringdem of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. Cote A'Ivoire, Finland, France, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and Zaire have joined ss sponsors of the draft resolution.

I should like to draw the attention of members of the Council to the following
documentsi

/21855t Letter dated 9 October 1990 from the Permanent Representative of
Japan to the United Nations addraessed to the Secretary-General;

8/21858: lLotter dated 9 October 1990 from the Permanent Representative of
Yugoslavia to the United Hations addressed to the Secretary-General;

§/21864: Letter dated 10 October 1990 from tho Permanent Representative of
Qatar to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Gereral;

£/21867: Letter dsted 10 October 1990 from the Permanent Representative of
Kuwait to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General;

$/21868s Letter dnted 10 October 1990 from the Permanent Representative of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United Nations sddressed to the
Secretary-Genoerals; and

§/21870: Letter dated 11 October 1990 from the Permanent Representative of
Tunisia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Gemeral.

The first spesker is the representative of the United Arab Emirates. I invite

him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr. AL-SHAALI (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): I
should like at the outset, Sir, to comngratulate you on your assumption of the
presidency of the Council) for the current month. The few days which have passed
since you assumed the presidency have amply demonstrated your experience and your
great ability. We are confident that under your leadership the Council will be
able to achieve the desired results ia these trying times,

I wish also to take this opportunity to pay tribute to your predecessor,
Ambassador Verontsov, Permanent Representative of the Soviet Uanion, for his able
presidency of the Council lact wonth.

On Tuesday, Shaikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Kuwait, spoke on bahalf of the Arab Group and expressed our point of
view. So, I shall confine myself to just a few remarks.

The tragedy of Palestine is not new to this Council. 1Israel's practices
against the Palestinian poople are not things of the moment. Monday's crime is
just another episode in the series of acts of aggression - acts from which the
Palestinian paopié has putforod over the past four decades, as no other people has
suffured. A -

However, the latest crime, perpetrated in the holy sanctuary of Al-Agsa
Al-Sharif resulted in the loss of 23 lives and over 200 other unarmed Palastinians
wounded. That massacre is of grave significance in today's world where détente and
rapprochenent prevail, where peace, tolerance and the peaceful settlement of
disputes have become the order of tho day. In addition to the significance of the
time and the place of the crime, what has happened flies in the face of all the

pepw— )

£ying Lo lay down as s0iid foundations for

concopts ond valuss which wo aie

international political dealings.
The crime also highlights the terrible human plight of an entire people who

live at the mercy of occupying forces which are armed with guns and behave with the

arrogance of racial discrimination.
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How long will the problem of that people continue to weigh on the human
conscience? How long will the Palestiniar people remain the only paople in the
world denied the exercise of its legitimate and basic rights enshrined in the
United Nations Charter?

It is incumbent on the Council to demonstrate its unity and exercise its
authority by setting the historical record stralght. It should affirm its
credibility by taking a stand that upholds what is right, by compelling Israel to
withdraw from all the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories and recognize the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian poople.'includlng its right to establish its

own independent State on the soil of its homeland, Palestine.
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(Mx._Al-Shaall. United
Arab Enixates)

Failure to achieve that would impede peace and stability in the Middle East.
We have stated oun several occasions that we do not expect Israel, the occupier snd
aggressor, to do any of this of its own accord. It is the international community
represented in thiu Council that should impose its will and exercise the authority
entrusted to it by the Charter.

Violence breeds nothing but more violence. Eveants have demonstrated beyond
doubt that time by itself caunot bring solutioms and that the might of military
machines cannot stamp out the rights of peoples. The Palestinian people has
demonstrated through its long struggle, embodied by its intifadah and its great
sacrifices, that it is adamant in its determination to regain its rights and
exorcise self-Jdotermination, at any cost.

It is regrettable that Israel should have invented now ways of breaking the
law, and that it should be trying to make such practices an inteygral part of the
policies and practices of the region.

My country condemns all acts of aggression, occupation and annexation by
anyone. Wo bolieve that Israsl's practices in the occupied Arab territories are
illegal and must be countered by the international community and that the crime
perpetrated by Isrsel at the Al Haram Al Shareef must not go unpunished. 1Israel
must take heed of the mnew realities in international relations and respect the will
of the Palestinian people which is dotermined to achieve its independence and
freedon. This Council should renew §ts determination to implement its resolutions
iz fozs, the

"  wanwe 433 e

and bring a just and permansnt pesss to the Middle Bast

Security Council must urgently take the appropriate measures to protect the

Palestinians under occupation from the oppressive and inhuman practices of Israel,
We have moticed during the past three deys that all the members of the Council

are keen to achieve consensus on the draft resolution. We consider this a good
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becginning, and a tendency that should continue so as to break the present stalemate
in the situation. We call upon all the members of the Council to abandon the old
policies of bias in favour of Israel and the policies of favouritism towards Israel
as such npolicies have led to nothing but more devastation and aggression. This
Council should now send a clear unanimous message to Israel: that it will not
hesitate to take deterrent measures against its acts of aggression.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United Arab Emirates
for his kind words addressed to me.

The noxt speaker 18 the representative of Qatar. I iavite him to take a place
at the Council table and to make a statement.

Me, AL-NI'MAE (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): Xt the very outset,
I should like to extend to you our great thanks and well-deserved ‘congratulations
on your assumption of the presidency of the Council for this month, I should like
also to extend thanks to your predecessor, the Soviet represeantative,
Mr. Vorontsov, for his excellent guidance and his tireless efforts during the month
of his presidency, an extremely difficult and evertful one in which his efforts
culminated in an achievement deserving of thanks and praise.

The Foreign Minister of Ruwait, Shaikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah, the head of
our Arab group, expressed clearly and sincerely the position of all our Arab
countries regarding this very serious incident. My country fully supports the
clear facts in his statement and his expresaion of the concepts and positions of
all Arab States regarding these tragic events, which are uogked in blood, as well
as the crimes of the Israeli extremists, their feverish and continuous aggression
sgainst Islemic Arsb sanctuaries in Palestine, their blatant violation of the
rights of the Palestinian people, which aspires to and yearns for the most

elementary human rights and the exercise of its degerved right to establish its own
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(Mc. Al-Ni‘mah. Qatar)
independent State on its soil and ensure the survival of its future generations by
protecting them from genocide.

With a bleeding heart, I addraess this Council, which has been convened in the
wake of the Black Monday Massacre, a massacre in which the forces of brutal
occupation killed scores ¢of Palestinian martyrs and wounded hundreds in blatant
violation of human rights and complete disregard of the rules of international law
which govern the conduct of the forces of occupation and protect civilians in any
occupied territory.

The 8 October massacre is not just another episode in theo series of inhuman
practices of the Israeli occupation forces on the land of Arab Palestine - those
practices, which have been condemned repeatedly in United Nations resolutions which
called for a prompt end to them. The criminal acts perpetrated by the Israelis
againgt the Islamic and Arab world will no doubt engender infinite risks. These
risks require that the intermational community.'represented by this Council, take a
firm stand to preveant the effects from spanning beyond the occupied territories,
which would jeopardize the peace and security of the entire world.

The State of Qatar, while condemning the massacre and denouncing the violation
by the occupation authorities of the holy places and the Al-Agsa Mosque, reaffirms
its unswerving position on the question of Palestinu, the intifadah of its valiant
people and its support for the struggle of the Palestinian people to return to its
territory and regain all its legitimate rights.

It does not escape any intelligent person that the Al-Agsa Mosque is a sacred
place to all Muslims. The high esteem in which it is held is not limited to the
Palestinians but is shared by the entire Islamic worid. Thus it is no surprise
that we find such Palestinian readiness for martyrdom in defence of the samctum

sanctorum of Islam and to protect its territory and its holy soil.
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The people who made the sacrifice gathered in the Al-Agsa Mosque to stand up
to this pernicious attempt, which bespoke the arrogance of the forces of
occupation, These forces fired on the worshippers, killing and wounding pecple
ragardless of the sanctity of the mosque and the rights of the worshippers. May
the arm of the criminal be severed, and may the hand of the usurping oppressor
never be free from harm.

Am I not fully justified in calling upon the Security Council to come to the
aid of those victims, to provide them with the necessary protection by adopting
those measuras that would restore to the Palestinian people some of the peace of
mind that has been lost as a result of the massacres perpetrated by Israeli
criminals? The most recent of these were the one perpetrated the other day and
those that occurred subseguently, creating a climate of tension whose consequences,
long term oxr short term, camnot be foregeen.

Does it not behoove the Security Council to condemn this criminal act of
aggression against the sanctities and rights of the Palestinian people? 1Is there
1o effective means of deterrence, no means of saying to thoe criminal, “Enough
arrogance. Enough perfidy. It is time you desisted"? This is the will of the
international community - the arbiter that establishes justice and gurantees it to
those who deserve it, thus mitigating the suffering of the Palestinian victims and
bandaging their wounds with human kindness. Yes, indeed, it is time for the
Council to be such an arbiter and to see that the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people are restored. Events follow upon the heels of each other, and
they are worthy of the full attention of the Council.

Proceeding from the realization of the gravity of these tragic events, and the
resulting murder, damage and cynical disregard of the values and sanctities of the
Muslim nation, my country calls upon the Council, as d4id all our sister Arab

States, to condemn strongly the criminal act perpetrated the other day and to
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demand that Israel, which occupies the Palestinian territories, refrain from its
practices, put an end to its arrogance and its machinery of violence and oppression
against the Palestinian people.

We cannot but call upon the Council to force Israel to provide protection for
the Palestinian people in the occupied territories, to respect fully its rights and
the Islamic sanctities in Al-Quds al-Shareef, and to see that all this is made
concrete reality for our bretherem in the occupied territories - a reality that
Israel cannot disregard under any pretext.

In addition, we cannot but call upon the Council, to provide from time to time
the necaessary international protection for the Palestinian people, which is chafing
under the scourge and yoke of occupation. We call upon the Council to dispatch a
fact-finding mission to the occuplied territories to examine the inhuman practices
out thore and to document the continuous violacion by Israel of the Gemeva
Counveation and of human rights and submit a report to the Council. The mission
should examine the facts, document them and pass them on to the world Orgamization
8o that they might lead to doaling with the situation under international law and
the dictates of the world consclencs.

Protection of the population 6! the occupied territories from Israeli
opprossion is a duty of the United Hations and primarily of the Security Council.

I havs no doubt that the Council will live up to this historic responsibility and
will adopt such resolutions as are dictated by the gravity of the situation and the
throats that it poses to international peace and security.

Al-Quds and the painful wound are twins. God bless those who fast and pray at
the threshold of Al-Quds to help heal its wounds.

The PRESIDENT: I thank tho representative of Qatar for his kind words

addressed to me.
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Mr. EASBI (Morocco) (interpretation from Arabic): I should like, first,
to express to you, Mr. President, and the other Council members my gratitude for
giving me the opportunity to participate in the debate concerning events in the
occupied Arab territories, the representative of Algeria having spoken on behalf of
the States of the Maghreb.

It is a pleasure to me that you, Sir, the representative of the United
Kingdom, should be presiding over the Council during its debate on this delicate
situation. Your experience and wealth of knowledge of internatinal affairs will
enable the Council to discharge its responsibilities fully.

I should like also to congratulate the representative of the Soviet Union for
the wise manner in which he directed the work of the Council during the month of
September, when it held a meeting at ministerial level.

Once again, the Security Council meets to consider Israel's practices in the
occupied Arab territories - activities that became particularly bloody at the
Al-Agsa Mosgue on 8 October, when so many victims fell. This is yet another
episode in the series of violations of human rights and of United Nations
roesolutions on the occupied Arab territories.

These events mark & further escalation in the criminal acts of aggressiom by
Israsl against the Palestinian people - acts carried out with increased ferocity,
oven within a mosque, which for Islamic people is one of the holiest places but is
now, like all other Arab territories, occupied by Israeli forces, in contravention

of the Fourth Geneva Convention.

a i I5iagl conlinuss Lo deiy all
international resolutiona, and in particular the Security Council resolutions that
have reopeatedly drawn attention to the fact that Palestinian territories are still

under Israeli occupation.
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We denounce these violations committed by Israel, whose attempts to destroy
Al Haram Al Shareef Mosque is part and parcel of its drive to obliterate the
Palestinian ideantity. The Council no doubt remembers the attack on the Al-Agsa
Mosgque in 1988. That attack was condemned by the entire world especially the
Islamic world. The Islamic Conference, which was established after that attack,
having taken into account the annexzation of Al-Quds by Israel, assigned the
responsibility for monitoring the situation to a committee headed by His Highness

King Hassan 1II of Morocco.
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Morocco, which chsirs that Committee, cannot but note with great satisfaction the
interest taken by the Security Council in the dangerocus situation caused by the
tragic events sufisred by the Palestinian people in the occupied territories.

I should also like to express my gratitude for the prompt reaction of several
countries throughout the world that have omphatically and unhesitatingly condemned
the barbaric acts of Israel on 8 October. Morocco, which condemas those inhuman
acts, expresses its deep gratitude to the Council for dealing with those events
which took place in the Arab occupled territories with the earnestness they
deserve. We are all the more convinced of this since the Council has taken up this
matter very seriously and is now examining the situation in the occupied
territories in circumstances that are quite different from those which prevailed
earlier. In view of the possibilities afforded by the relations of understanding
betwoen the five permanent members and the affirmative vote of this Council, we are
certain that the Council will take the measures necessary to force Israel to
sespect international resolutions regarding the Middle East.

Mankind has bacome optimistic as a rosult of the unanimity of the Security
Council. By facing up to all acts of occupation and sll violations, the Security
Council will ensure the cradibility of the United Nations and will enable it to
play its proper role. The Council should also safeguard the new international
climate that has emerged following the end of the cold war.

Israel has rejected all peace initiatives and its now attack on the

Palestinian people is a test for the international community to determine whether

or nnt the Sscurity Counqsil shall he ahle to Alschargs fully itz responsihilitiss
porticularly yis-h-vig the flagrant violations of the principles of this
Organizstion by Israel. The international community expects the Council to take

steps that would make it possible to implement its resolutions, to put an . " to
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Israoli occupation and oenable the Palestinian people to enjoy its inalienable and
legitimate rights especially its right to self-determination and the establishment
of an independent State on its own soil. The Council has already adopted several
resolutions which, unfortumately, have remained unimplemented, either because of
the main issue or it amifications. It is an extremely dangerous situation for
the rosolutions of the Security Council to remain unimplemented or for the Council
to be unable to discharge its responsibilities with regard to what is now taking
place in the occupied territories. We shall support any initiative takem by the
Council to put an end to the Israeli policy of oppression and to protect the
Palestiniang. Morocco, therefore, supports the request to send a mission of the
Security Council to inquire into the situation. We think that is the minimum
action which the Council could take at this time.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Morocco for his kind words
addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Turkey. I invite him to take a
place at the Councl; table and to make his statement.

Mr. ARSIN (Turkey): 1 am pleased to congratulate you warmly, Sir, on
your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for the month of
October. We are confident that, with your well-known exporience, the Council’'s
deliberations will be very successful. I also take this opportunity to
congratulate your predecessor, Ambassador Vorontsov of tie Soviet Union, on the

r- warkable manner in which he led the Council's work in September.

Slzcs the Lati2a8ah Bogan almost thrss ysars oS, the mspeatsd acts ©

violence and repression committed by the Israeli authorities against unarmad
Palestinian civilians 1living in the occupled Arab territories have been a source of
serious concern to this Council. The Security Council has been trying, so far

unsuccessfully, to find ways of ensuring adequate protection for the Palestinians.
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It is a matter of great regret that all appeals to Israel to exercise restraint
have so far gone unheeded.

Despite the international condemnation, the Israeli authorities continue with
their arbitrary measures and practices that seriously violate the human rights of
the Palestinian paople living in the occupied Arab territories. The figures
provided to the Council by the Chairman of the Committee on the Exzercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People are shocking and reveal the tragic
dimensions that this problem has acquired.

My Govsrnment congiders the violent attack by a group of Israeli religious
extremists at the Al Agsa Mosque and the ensuing violence caused by the Israeli
security forces leading to the death of more than 20 Paleatinians and the wounding
of many more as a major tragedy. Turkey strongly condemns this act and calls for
an immediate halt to all the harsh practices directed against Palestiaian
civilians. We are deeply concerned by the deteriorationm of an already explosive
situation in the occupied Arab territories, especially when considered against the
background of the events that have taken place rocently in the Gulf. We believe
that the bloody events of this week will only lead to a further worsening of the
slready tense situstion in the region.

The attempts to suppress the rebellion in the occupied Arab territories by
force and violence are bound to prove futile. Like all peoples, the Palestinians
have a legitimate right ¢to live in freedom in their own State. To redress the
intolerable situation in the occupied territories, the Israeli Government must be
parsuaded not only to respect scrupulously the Fourth Geneva Coanvention but also to
sbide by Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

The time has come for the Security Council to take effective action to protect
the oppressed and long-suffering Palestinian people. Such action is essential to

demonstrate the authority and the credibility of the Security Council. But this
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can only be a first step. Lasting peace will not come to the Middle East unless
the Palestinians achieve their legitimate rights, and all States in the region are
given the right to exist in peace behind secure borders. This should be our
ultimate and minimum objective.

Ihﬂ“BBBEIDENISI I thank the representative of Turkey for his kind words
addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of India. I invite him to take a place
at the Council table and to make his statemeat.

Mr. MENON (India): Allow me to begin by felicitating you, Sir, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for the curreat month and to
welcome you personally. The United Kingdom and India are linked together by ties
of friendship and co-operation, which underscore our pleasure at seeing you in the
Chair,

I should like warmly to compliment Ambassador Vorontsov of the Soviet Union as
well for his adroit and skilful stowardship of the Council through the many long
and late hours of September,

My delegation fully shares the sense of anger and anguish articulated by a
large nunbor of delegations at these meetings of the Council. The Security Council
convened last Friday to consider the raprehensible measures of repression carried
out by the Israeli occupying authorities against the Palestinian population of the

Breij refugee camp in Gaza and elsewhere in the occupied Palestinian territories.
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The human rights violations that came to light, the detentions and beatings,
the demolitions and deportations, are in gross contravention of the Fourth Geneva
Convention. The accounts provided by the International Committee of the Red Cross,
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA)., other independent observers and the Israeli press itself leave no room for
doubt on this score. The details given in two communications from the Permanent
Observer of Palestine, and in the letter from the Chairman of the Committea on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People make a shameful tale
of atrocities by the occupying Power.

Even as the Security Council was engaged in considering these developments,
Israecli authorities, as if in an act of throwing dowg the gauntlet before the
Council and the internstional community, opened indiscriminate fire on a crowd of
unarmed Palestinian people in the 014 City of Jerusalem. The only crime of the
Palestinians, from all available reports, was that they had gathered there out of
concern for the sanctity of the Al-Agsa Mosque, une of the holliest shrines of
Islam. Over 20 defenceless Palestinians were killed, and more than 200 injured.
No justification attempted by the perpetrators of this incident cen be acceptable,
The Co-ordinating Bu}eau of Hon-Aligned Countries recently issued a communiqué
expressing revulsion and indignation at the incident and calling upon tho Security
Council to take immediate and resolute action.

This action, essential as it is, will, however, only touch the surface of the
real problem. The events that heve warranted the Security Council's being convened
are, unfortunately, an inevitable and rocurrent consegquence of the temsions
prevailing in the region. These temsions, within a perennially explosive
situation, are a product of the persistent denial of the legitimate national rights
of a people, which had inhabited the land for ages but which were turmed into

rofugees both inside and outside their own homeland.
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Tt follows that the Palestinian people must be given back their inalienable
rights, including their homeland, in order to defuse the explosive tensions in the
Middle East. Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) already
provide the ackunowledged basis for that. The Ceneral Assembly has repeatedly
reaffirmed the means for this purpose - namely. an international peace conference
on the Middle East, with the participation of the Palestine Libsration Organization
(PLO) on an squal footing.

The United Nations has had many a peace-making success to its credit in veceant
times. But the Secratary-General's anguish and frustration at the situatlon in the
Middle Bast are apparent in his recent report on the work of the Organization,
wvhere he says that

“.., the situation in the occupied territories romaind blecak, with little hope

of early progroess* (A/45/1. p.10)
and that

“The Middle East as & whole continues to be the most explosive region of the

world today”. (ibid.)

The world has witnessed repoatedly hiow easily and rapidiy the situation in the
Middle Bast can slide towards the abyss of destruction, threatening human ijves,
societies, economies - indesd the whole world order. Ws owe it to oursoives, and
to collective bhuman wisdom, to take timely and effective steps to disperse the
spectre of conflict, mads sven more ominous by intemperate action such as the one
the Council is scrutimising at present.

The Security Council has demonstrated during the last couple of months that,
imbued with a epirit of détente and collective will, it is capable of acting with
commendable speed and docisiveness. This gives us hope that the situationm in the

Middle Bast and its core question, the question of Palestine, will now at last be
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brought to the focus of international attention so that a comprehensive, just and
lasting settlement can be sought. The Palestinians and the Arabs, as iandeed the
people of Israel and the people of the whole world, deserve nothing less,

The PRESIDENT: I thank the represeantative of India for his kind words
addressed to me and my country.

The next speaker is the representative of Palestine, on whom I now call.

Mr. AL-KIDWA (Palestine) (interpretation from Arabic): My delegation has
already congratulated you, Sir, on your election to the presidency of tho Security
Council, and has aslready thanked your predecessor. I repeat our congratulations.

As the Council prepares to vote on the draft résolutlon in document §/21859,
and in respect of the communiquéd the Council 1ntendslto adopt, the delegation of
Palestine would 1ike to express its gratitude to the members of the Council for the
interest they have shown in the suffering of the Palestinlan people in the cccupled
Palestinian territories, including the city of Al-Quds. In particular, I am
thinking of the sufferiug occasioned by the barbaric massacre perpetrated by Israel
in Al Haram Al-Shareef, in Arab Al-Quds, the capital of our State. I am speaking
also of the represasive measures taken by Israel after the massacre.

The members of the Security C~uncil have made a serious effort to deal with
this situation. We appreciate this, and thank them for it. FPor our part, our
delegation has reacted favourably to many of the efforts made to achieve positive
results in the Council's work. e have complote confidence that the Council will
be able to shoulder its responsibilities in respect of our Palestinian people and
in ensuring that poace prevails and is maintained in our region., the Middie East.

We are also coanvinced that the Council, having succeeded in thig task, cen and
should take other, subseguent steps to deal with important amd crucial problems in

the occupied territories and in ths Middle East.
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Having said that, however, we cannot but express our discontent concerning the
way the United States - a State which is a pormanent member of the Security
Council - has acted, specifically, in attempting to block a rapid agreement in the
Council. Also, the United States exerted a great deal of pressure to prevent the
Council from adopting the kind of rssolution warranted by the situation. There
were, moraover, somé@ who took steps which, in our opinion, overstepped the bounds

of established responsibilities and practices.
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This leads us to express our feeling of dissatisfaction with regard to the
draft resolution under consideration by the Council. We consider the draft
resolution to be inadequate; it does not reflect the necessary position expected
from the Security Council with regard to our people - a position in keeping with
the Charter and the traditions of the Council in general. We believe that it will
not have the nscessary positive impact that is required by the realities,
especially in the occupied territories, in spite of the fact that it is expected to
be adopted unanimously, which in itself is a positive phenomenon if taken
separately from the draft resolutiom.

In any case, unfortunately, we do not expect Israel to bring to & halt its
oppression of the Palestinian people, which still puésues its glorious intifadah.
thus striving to put an end to the occupation and to recover its national rights,
including its right to national independence and gsovereignty over its own
territory. We do not expect Israel to feel bound even by what the Jraft resolution
calls upon it to do. This will inevitably lead the Council to convene a further
meeting to address the problem anew. In this respect, we wish to remind the
Council of its responsibility to take the necessary action in all cases, and wish
to reiterate our confidence in the Becretary-Gemeral, Mr. Peres de Cuellar, to whon
we wish every succ.: s in his work,

Finally, we wish to ezpress our thanks to our brother Arab States and sl)
other friendly States which have participated in the work of the Council, thereby
expressing their condemnation of Israel and their solidarity with the Palestinian
people. This broad participation has indesd reflected intermational unasimity in
the area.

The PREGIDENT: As a result of the informal consultations of the whole of
the Council, it was ogrecd that the Council should now vote om the draft resolution

in document 8/218859,
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With regard to the draft resolution, I have been asked to clarify the meaning
of the reference in it to "the territories occupied by Israel since 1967". It is
my understanding that these words include Jerusalem.

In connection with the draft resolution, I have the following statemeat to
makes

“In the informal consultations of mumbers of the Council which led up to
the consideration of this draft resolution, the Secretary-General explained
that the purpose of the mission which he would be sending to the region would
be to look into the circumstances surrounding the recent tragic eveats in

Jerusalem and other similar developments in the occupied territories, and to

submit by 24 October 1990 a report containing findings and recommendations to

the Council on ways and means for ensuring the safety and protection of the

Palestinian civilians under Israeli occupation. He recalled, however, that

under the Fourth Geneva Convention the principal responsibility for ensuring

the protection of the Palestinians rested with the occupying Power, namely

Israel."

Ir. is my understanding that the Council is now ready to proceed to the vote on
the draft resolution before it. Unless I hear any objection, I shall put the draft
resolution to the vote now,

There being no objection, it L8 so decided.

A vote wag taken by show of hands.

in favours Canada, China, Colombia, Cdte 4°'Ivoire, Cuba, Ethiopia, Finland,

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern XIreland, United
States of America, Yemem, Zaire
Ihe PRESIPENT: There were 15 votes in favour. The draft resolution has

thus been adopted unanimously as resolution 672 (1990}.
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I shall snow call on those members of the Council who wish to make statemeats
following the voting.

Mr. ANET (C6te @&'Ivoire) (interpretation from Fremch): In the difficult
times through which we are living, with the Gulf crig «nd the renewed violence in
the occupied terxitories, the Security Council could not have a better President
than you, 5ir, the representative of the United Kingdom, to guido our dobates
successfully. Your sense of moderation and your flexibility, together with your
profound respect for the triumph of law and justice, give us justified hope that
our present debates will not end - as, alan.. so frequently happens with the
question of Palestine - on a sterile note. '

I avall myself of this opportunity to congratul&te and thank
Ambassador Vorontsov, who 8o competently gulded our work last month., My delegation
would also like to pay a well deserved tribute to the Soviet Mini;éer for Foreign
Aftairs, Mr. Shevardnadze, for having presided over the Council guring the historic
meetings devoted to the Gulf crisis.

Mr. President, since the hour is late and since you have worked as ounly a
great diplomat of your country could do, I shall be very brieZ. My delegation
wishes to emphasize that with regard to any problem concerning the Arab nation, the
commitment of ita country, and of its loader in particular, does not date from
today. Above all, I wish to emphasiaovthat this comnitmont is not merely a
circumstantial commitment. If anyone needed a witmess to this, he would not have
to go far, since here in this Chamber we have a former emineant assistaant to

General De Gaulle.
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This is why my country will contiuue to support every step which, in one way or
another, will lead to concrets, comstructive action through diplomacy and
perseverance. Such is the way in which you bave successfully guided us to adopt
this draft resolution,

When it comes t. maintaining international peace and security, a task
entrusted to the Security Council by the United Nations, we have overcome our
differences so as to examine steadfastly the ways and means of enhancing the
prospects for convening an international peace conference on the Middle East, under
the auspices of the United Nations, with the participation of all the parties
concerned. Indeed. my country is convinced that 6n1y negotiations based on
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) can lead to a just and
lasting peace in the region.

It is obvious that the existence of a Palestinian State, with secure,
internationally recognized borders and a Goverament freely chosem by the
Palestinian people, as woll as the existonce of an Israeli State, enjoying security
within secure borders, are the only guarantees for the return to peace in that
cradle of the great'rellgions of our time, namely, Palestine.

The rapprochement between the two great Powers and the peace plan put forward
by the £ive permanent members of the Security Council have enabled us to take
constructive steps towards the psaceful settlement of certain regional conflicts.
It is the most ardent Lope of my country that, in the same manner, all men of
goodwill will lend their support to f£ind a solution to the Middle East problem,
wbich has lasted for more than four decades.

Thus, my delegation supports this resolution, whose adoption is the result of
joint efforts exerted by all the members of our Council and of concessions made by
all sides to arrive at a compromise whose essential goal is to begin positive

action by the Security Council for the protection of the populations of the



RC/12 §/PV.2048
32

(Mr. Anet, CoOte d'Ivoire)
occupied territories, the first stage in the search for a solution to the Middle
East comnflict acceptable to everyone.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Cote d'Ivoire for his
statement and for his extremely gemerous words.

Mr. AL-ASHTAL (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): Once again, the
Security Council has adopted a unanimous resolution, which ws had ozpccted, on
another burning issue. This was in keeping with the Council's commitment to the
responsibilities incumbent upon it. However, I must say at this time that, had it
not been for your stewardship over the past four days, and had it not been for your
patience and your great ability to megotiate and to bring together points of view,
perhaps we would not have been able to achieve such a result. Here I can say that
the important role of the Security Council's President has been clearly highlighted
in this crisis.

The birth was diff£icult, but the baby is healthy and sound., The resolution
condemns Israel unambiguously and explicitly. The Council has endorsed the
decision of the Secretary-General to send a iacg-tinding mission, and on its return
from Jerusalem its report and recommendations will be considered by the Security
Council, perhaps on 24 or 25 October.

We expect that this time around the resolution adopted by the Security Council
will lead to concrete, positive steps. We see it as not just another resolution
dealing with part of the problem in the Middle Bast but as a resolution that
constitutes an approach to dealing with the entire Middle East question and coping
with the question of Palestine with a view to restoring peace in the Middle East.

I once said that we can divide the history of the United Nations into two
parts - the pre-Gulf crisis and the post-Gulf crisis. Before the Gulf crisis the

United Nations was governed by the cold war, and the Security Council was almost



RC/12 §/PV,2948
33-35

(Mr. Al-Ashtal, Yemen)
completely paralysed. At that time, Isrssl found protection in one way or
another. But today, now that the Security Council has begun to exercise its powers
clearly and earnestly, and the members of the Council have begun to deal with all
quoestions and regional disputes in accordance with international law and on the
basis of the Charter of the United Nations, peace will be the rewarding result, the
United Hations and the Security Council having become the nearest thing to a world
Govarament.

In the next few days, perhaps, the last pages of the Cambodian problem will be
closed. A few months ago, Namibia acceded te independence under Security Council
resolution 435 (1978), The Iran-Irag war came to an end in accordance with
resolucion 598 (1987). A large nunber of problems are now being tackled with the
newly found unanimity of the Sscurity Council.

We expact this Council to be coheront and consistent in dealing not only with
the disputes I have just mentioned but aléo with the conflict that was born with
the inception of the United Nations, uamely the guestion of Palestine and the

Arab-Israeli conflict.
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This resoclution, which may seem to be just another in a long series of
resolutions, has great significance because it enjoys the support of all the
meambers of the Council and must therefore lead to othor steps towards peace.

The Council has not changed all by itself. World developments have enabled
the Council to exercise its powers. Those same developments will one day compel
Israel to comply with the Council's resolutions. In this important period in our
history Israel cannot f£ight those who provide it with protection from Security
Council resolutions. Israsl camnot impose its political priorities on others, nor
can it invoke any pretext to shirk and evade compliance with those resolutions.

Wo consider tie resolution to be a first step towards a solution. We should
1ike to take this opportunity to express once again our great confidence in the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. We have full confidence that the
mission he will send to the area will roturn with a report that will contaia
recosnendations that will lead to the adoption of a necessary resolution.

2he PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Yemen for his most
flattering words about my contribution.

Meo. ALARCON do QUESADA (Cuba) (intorpretation from Spanish): Painfully
and laboriously, after lemgthy negotiations and long discussions, and after having
takon note of tho growing laterest expressed by international publiec opinion, the
Security Council has at last spoken. It 4id so after the vast majority of the
world‘'s States had already resolutely condemned the massacre of 8 October and after
many other groups of all kinds the world over had spoken out in similar terms and
had urged the Council to take imnediate and effective actlon.

Recently we have on more than one occasion heard statements about the

beginning of a new era, about A new attituds in the Security Council, one that
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would finally bring the Council to concern itself with seeing to it that its
decisions - those resolutions adopted with the full support of the whole of the
international community with regard to all the important problems before it - would
be implemented and respected. This weok has served to demonstrate that the doubts
many of us have had and continue to have with regard to this rather hasty and
overly optimistic view of the existing internatiomal situation sre well founded.

My delegation voted in favour of resolution 672 (1990), first, as an
expression of solidarity with the Palestine Liberation Organisation, with the
Palestinian people who are waging such a heroic struggle, ome that will soon have
lasted for three years, to recover and to exercise all their national rights to the
full. Secondly, we voted in favour of the resolution bscause the Council has
finally, after overcoming countless obstacles, been ablé fo join its voice to the
others raised in universal condemnation of the actions taken by the Israeli armed
forces on 8 October of this year. Thirdly, to spesk quite frankly. we voted iu
favour of the Adraft resolution because, as all of us sitting round this table know,
there was really no other possibility. The Council could mot fail to adopt a text
such as the ons before it - although even it, we feel, given the urgency and
seriousness of the guestion, leaves much to be desired.

Some may wonder ebout the purpose of our eéndless nocturnal consultations,
wbich have attracted sveryons's attontion to the rooms adjoluing this Council
Chambsr. Were we discussing the possibility of our authorising someone to use
military force to ensure that the Palestinian people would be treated with the
respect due them by the occupying Power? Were we discussing economic or other
sanctions against the Power occupying Palestine? Were we perhaps conaidering
moasures to ensure that the Council's resolutions on the subject would be complied

with? Did anyone mention the possibility of taking action on the basis of
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Chapter VII of the Charter, or the possibility of considering recourse to any of
the measures provided for in the Charter or of making a statement in favour of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East?

No. We were simply discussing whether the Council was or was not going to
condemn what the whole world had already condemned and whether or not it was going
to support the Secretary-Gensral‘'s wise decision to send a mission to the territory
and consider the report that misaion would prepare. In other words, we were
discussing the same things the Council had already adopted in its resolution
605 (1987) of 2 December 1987.

My delsgation would 1like to hope that in a few days, when it has bafore it the
report we hope to receive from the Secretary-General, the Council will
act - perhaps not with the diligence and effectiveness it demomstrated this summer,
but at least with a higher sense of responsibility than it demonstrated with regard
to tho report it requested back in December 1987, which still remains buried
somewhere in the archives of this illustrious body.

Mr. President, as I see you presiding over this meeting after having guided
our work with such dignity and effectiveness through our recent negotiations, I
cannot resist the temptation to cite a text from the literature of your country, a
text that, quite frenkly, inevitably spriugs to my mind when I hear all the
optimistic expressions of the new effectiveness of our body. The text, of course,
is from Alice’'s adventures as recorded in Through the Looking-Glass., and I should
1ike to take the liberty of quoting a remark made by the White Quoen to the
astonished child in that tale, one that may perhaps remind you of some of the
moments through which we have lived together here inm the Council.
(spoke in English)

“How, haxs. you see, it takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same

place.” (Lewis Carroll, Ihrough the Looking-Glass)
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This week the Security Council departed from the diligence, urgency and
effectiveness it demonstrated last summer and returned - let us hope for only these
few days - to its habitusl parsimony and well-known calmness when it comes to
facing the problem of Palestine.

Howsver much we run or try to run when we are dealing with problems of concern
to the third world - even though they are not cn the agenda of the great Powers -
we find ourselves in the situation described by the Queen to Alice in Wonderland.

In two weeks a report will be produced, and them wi wiil gee whether we are
roally in a position to act in a way that will earn universal respect and
consideration and enable us seriously to comsider that this Council has actually
initiated a new phase.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Cuba for his very apt
quotation from the literature of my country,

Me. BAZALI (Malaysis)s This watershed resolution is the result of meny
hours and quite a few days of negotiations within and outside the Council. In this
regard, I would like to pay tribute to all concernmed, especially to you,

Mr. President, for your determination and temacity in ensuring the success of these
efforts.

This resolution in some ways is not the kind of resolution that Malaysia and
othsr non-aligned members would have 1liked to come from the Council. A number of
important concessions have bsen made, especislly by the non-aligned caucus, in
order to arrive at a gemeral agreement. However, like other non-aligned countries,
Malaysia‘'s commitment to the Palestinian cause remains unchanged, and we wiil
continue to persevere until the legitimatoe and inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people are fulfilled.

Our support for this resolution was given in the interest of maintaininy the

recent spirit of co-operation within the Council and, above all, in order to enable
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the Council to move forward urgently in a practical fashion in supporting the
effort of the Secretary-General to send a mission to the regiom to look into the
circumstances surrounding the tragic eveants in Jerusalem and other similar
developments in the occupled territories and to submit a repoxt containing f£indings
and recommendations on ways and means to ensure the safety and protection of the
Palestinian civilians under Israeli occupation.

Commenting on the substance of the resolution, I would like to take this
opportunity to undesrline Malaysia's position that operative paragraph 3 of the
resolution includes Jerusslem.

The whole world has condemned the use of deadly force by the Israeli security
forces on 8 October 1990 in the precinct of Al Haram Al Shareef resulting in the
deaths of more than 20 Paiestinians and injuries to more then 150 people. It is
therefore appropriate for this Council to condemn the acts of viclence committed by
the Israsli security forces against the Palestinian people in equally strong
terms. The Councii canzct do less.

Por the Council this is a historic event when the United States, a supporter
of Israsl, joins the others for the first time in condemning in clear terms the
actions of the Israeli security forces. This is consistent with the racemt spirit
of unity of purpose and action within the Council in upholding the rule of law.
Indeed, the Council must be seen and felt to be fair to all. The message for
Isvasl, which has repeatedly ignored Security Council resolutions and contravened
international law, particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention, is therefore clear.

As of now the Palestinian cuuse will be frontally addressed by the Council in
all its aspects. Beginning now, Israel’'s protective umbrella will begin to be
steadily removed. Israel will stand accountable as fully as others before the
Council.

Malaysia would like also to underiine that it is our understanding that the
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Council will take and act seriously on the findings and recommendations of the
Secretary-General's mission immediately upon submission of the mission's report so
that the Council, for the first time in its history, will be able to take effective
measures to emsure the safety and protsction of Palestinians in the occupied
territories. That roport must not be allowad to face the fate of similar exercises
undertaken in the past. The Council must not fail the Palestinian people this
time.

Purther I would like to state that it is my country's hope - a hope I am sure
many inside this Council and outside it will share - that this resolution will mark
the baegimning of a major international process in which the Council will address
the Palestinian question, the heart of the Arab-lsraeli conflict and unresolved for
so long, in its full entirety and as a matter of urgency. Indeed, resolution of
the Palestinian problem will be the key test of the effectiveness of the Security
Council as we move tcwards a new world order bagsed on the rule of law and the
pursuit of peaceful relations as well as economic and social progress.

The Palestinian people must be given the right to enjoy the inalienable rights
denied them for more than 40 years now, and they and their State of Palestine must
be part of our naw world order.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I thank the representative for the kind words he
addressed to me.

Mc. FPORTIER (Canada) (interpretation from FPrench)s My comments at this
late hour will be very brief. Pirst of sll, Mr. President, my delegation wishes to
congratulate you for the role you have personally piayed im bringing us to the
objective you set yourself at the begiunning of this week, which dawmed with the
bloody events we know of in Jerusalem.

Canada is proud to have co-sponsored the important resolution our Council has

just adopted this evening. Every single word, every sentence of this resolution
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communicates to the parties concerned the eloguent and.rosohndiuq message of each
and every membsr of the Security Council.

(spoke in English)

This is the product of arduous 6nd extended negotiations among the members of
the Council. The nagotiations which led to its adoption were prolonged and
conducted in a spirit of compromise and goodwill. It is an expression of our
Council at its best.

We have all had to compromise in the past week, and I know that those
compromises have not always come easy. We should recall and remember that there
are no winners or losers at the Council table this evening. At the end of the day
we bhave adopted a very, very significant resolution which we sincerely hope will
serve to advance the peace process in the Middle Bast. This is the common goal of
the international coumunity, which has now been expressed unanimously by the
Sscurity Council. This has been another good waek for our Council,

We will be put to the test again when the Secretary-General reports to our
Council at the end of this month., I have no doubt that our body will meet this
next challenge effectively and constructively.

3he PRESIDEHZt I thank the representative of Canada for the very

plessant words he addressed to me.
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Mr. BAGBENI ADBITO NZENGEYA (2sire) (interpretation from Freanch): The
Security Council'u adoption of resolution 672 (1990) specifically condemning the
excessiva uss of force - that {s, the use of weapons loaded with live ammunition
against unarmed Palestinians - constitutes for the Council a huge step towards the
recognition of the rights of Palestinian civilians in times of war, in conformity
wich the Fourth Geneva Convention, of 12 August 1949,

The Council‘'s acceptance of the recommendation to request the
Secretary-General to send an inquiry and study mission to the occupied territories
confirms the Council‘'s determination not to stop at condemnation but to go beyond
it, beginning a new stage in its action, the primary objective of which will be the
strengthening of measures of protection and security for the Palestinians living in
their occupied territories.

Thus, weo must recognize that intense efforts have been made throughout the
last five days on all sides. We must note especially the efforts by our
indefatigable President and by the Co-ordinator of ths non-aligned countries; my
delegation wishes to pay a well.deserved tribute to them for their perseverance and
vision. Their efforts have made possible the compromise that the Council has just
unanimously adopted.

My delegation, a co-sponsor of resolution 672 (1990), wishes to reaffirm its
unequivocal agreement with the Council‘'s decision to send a mission of the
Secretary-Genoral to tho occupied Palestinian territories in order to examine the
current situastion, and to present its conclusions to the Council before
30 October 1990. We are certain that those conclusions will contain
recommendations with regard to the appropriate measures the Council should envisage
in the future to protect unarmed Palestinian civilians against the kind of attacks,
harassment and killings to which .oy have been subjected throughout recent years

by the occupying Power's forces of order,
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At this time when the configuration of international relations has taken a new
turn; at this time when such relations are characterized by East-West détente -
although the crisis in the Persian Gulf 1s still of concern to the Council and the
international comnunity; at this time when many regional conflicts, such as those
in Afghanistan, Cambodia, and other places, have found or are on the verge of
finding peaceful solutions, my delegation feels that it is opportune for the
Palestinian question and cause to be considered and examined in a new light and
with new iritiatives that could promote peace in the Middle East and achieve a
comprehensive and final solution to this question, which has persisted for almost
45 years now.
The PRESIDENT: I thank the ropresentative of Zaire for his kind words.
M:c. PENALOSA (Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish):s At the outset, we
should like to express our gratitude to you, Mr. President, and to our
Co-ordinator, the Permanent Representative of Malaysia, Ambassador Rasali, for your
tireless afforts, which have ensbled us to reach agreement.
wWhenaver the subject of the occupied territories brings us to the Council
Chamber, & fooling of frustratiou and saduess fills our hearts. It could not be
otherwise when we see that, after 23 yoars, Israel still refuses to comply with the
resolutions of the Council and that the international community is still powerless
in the face of that situation. That is why the resolution the Council has
unanimously adopted tonight represents, im our view, a very important step. We
hope it will be an innovative ome in @ealing with the guestion of Palestins.
Even though the resolution does not meet all cur expectations, as a
non-aligned country committed to the Palestinian cause we would 1ike to believe
that this is the beginning of a new phase that will commit, in particular, a

permanent member of the Security Council that has traditionally maintained a
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position different to the one adopted in respect to this resolution. This should
be regarded as a positive achievement.

We have always condemned acts of violence comnitted against the Palestinian
people by the Israeli authorities, and today we condemn those which caused loss of
life and injurieos to many people last Monday. My delegation once again appeals to
Israel to comply strictly with the provisions of the Fourth Gemeva Coavention
ralative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. We reaffirm our
position that the solution to the Arab-Israeli problem should be based on the
provisions of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), which will
thus becoms the pillars of support for peaceful co-existence between those two
peoplas. The occupied territories, including of course Jerusalem, cannot continue
to be the subject of intornational disputes. An international conferance on the
Middle Bast, with the participation, on an equal footing, of the parties concerned
should take place in the near future, and we should devote every effort to that end,

My delegation hopes that the report to be submitted by the Secretary-Gemeral's
mission in complionce with the resolution just adopted will mot suffer the same
fate as the report prepared thres years ago in regard to the same problem.
Accordingly, the report to be submitted should be analysed carefully so as to
enable us to take appropriate sction.

Lastly, the situation created as a result of the invasion of Kuwait is
different in its origins and development to that experienced by the Palestinian

people., and we should mot establish a 1ink between the two. But it is true that

both ara tha rasult of vislent acsunatian and a refusal ¢a samnle with Security
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Council resolutions. Any formula that solves the Iraq-Kuwait problem should take
into account the problems of the Middle East as a whole and of Palestine in

particular.
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Wo hope that the mext time the Council takes up the subject of the occupied
territories, it will not be to repoat everything we have been saying for 23 ysars,
but rather to celebrate the prospect of an impending settlement of the Palestinian
problem.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Colombia for his kind
words.

M. TORNUDD (Finland): We have already expressed our first reaction to
the tragic events that took place in Jerusalem on Monday this week. The use of
1ive ammunition against unarmed civilians, even in a situation where public order
is serxriously disturbed, is inadmissible. The behaviour of the Israeli security

forces on 8 October is a grave violation of international law,
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The reaction to the shooting has not been slow in coming in statements both
from my Government and from many others.

As the Sscurity Council reacts collectively, we take great satisfaction in
having been able to take part in the adoption of this resolution. Whatever the
shortcomings in the text of this resolution, the most important fact is that the
Security Council has besn able to pronounce itself on a question pertaining to the
situation of the Palestinians living in the territories under Israeli occupation.
We walcome this achievement, reached under the impact of tragic circumstances.

We wolcome particularly in that comnsction that the resolution opens the way
for follow-up action in the near future. The report which the Security Council is
now due to receive well before the end of this month should make it possible to
address effectively the question of ensuring tho safety and protection of the
Palestinian civilians under Israeli occupation.

The resolution very appropriately calls upon lsrael to abide by its legal
obligations and responsibilities under the Fourth Geneva Convention. We are
convinced that the Israsli Goveranment as well as all others concerned will extend
full co-operation to the Secretary-Gemeral in the implementation of this resolution
and in the subseguent follow-up action.

Wo believe that this unanimously adopted resolution is a step on the path
towards a peaceful, comprehensive settlement of the Israsli-Palestianian conflict.

Mr. VORONTSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): The Security Council's broad discussion of the situation in the occupied
territories reflects the deep concern of the Members of the United Nations mot only
about the recent events in Jorusalem but also about the Arab-Israeli conflict,
which remains without a settlement. The process of achieving a settlement in the

Middle East has long been stagnant.
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It is lmportant to note that Israel’s inhuman actions have bsen condemned in
statements made by members of the Security Council, by the representatives of
Palestine and many States Members of the United Nations, and by the representatives
of the Non-Aligned Movement, the League of Arab States and the Arab Maghreb Union.

The just demand that Israel's actions be condemned by the Security Council
was, in our view, adequately reflected in the resolution, and my delegation voted
in favour of its adoption. We have high praise for the efforts of all delegations,
iacluding the delegation of Palestine, which enabled us to adopt this important
resolution. We are deeply grateful to the Prasident, Sir David Hannay, for his
vory wise and patient guidance of our work on the text of the - esolution,

In supporting the resolution, we felt that its key element was the decision to
welcome the immediate sending of a United Nations mission to the region to conduct
a wide-ranging investigation into the events in Jerusclem. The nead for the United
Nations to send such a mission was stated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
USSR on 9 October, when it firmly condemned the illegal action taken by Israel in
the occupied territorles.

We are convinced that the Security Council’s consideration of the report of
the Secrotary-Genersl on the results of that missic3 will focus on what can be
achieved in the future to guarantee the safety and protection of the civilian
population living in the occupied territories. We hope that will enable the
Council to adopt effective measures necessary to that end, and to discuss seriously
vays and means to give immediate impetus to the process of a settlement in the

i A8ta Paaskh
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The unanimity we have just witnessed among the members of the Security Council
strengthens our confidence that a peaceful gettlement in the Middle East is
possible and that in the near future it can become the reality for which we have

long hoped.
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The PEESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Urion of Soviet
Socialist Republics for ::is very gemsrous words.

Mr. PICKERING (United States of America): First of all, Mr. President, I
should 1like to thank you for the leadsrship you have displayed and clearly
demonstrated in brirqging our work to a successful couclusion. Lot me also thank
the co-ordinator of the “.<-Aligned Movement, the representative of Malaysia, for
the understanding wh:.:.. wir B~y <hwn ia the process which has permitted us %o
come to a unanimously suppo. . : :~70ln=tion.

My Govarnmeni: supports this resolution on the tragic events which occurred in
Jerusalem on 8 October, and my Government wishes to extend its condc ences to the
families and the friends of those many innocent persons and worshippers who were
victins of the violence on that sad Jay.

This is an iacldent .lich never should have happened. The Security Council
tonight grieves for those lost and injured, condemns the acts of violence - both
provorative and reactive - and reaffirms the obligations and responsibilities
conferrad upon the occupying Power by the Fourth Genmeva Convention. Moreover, we
recall and reaffirm, properly o&rd uzrgently I might add, that a just and lasting
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict must be based on Security Council resolutions
242 (19¢7) and 338 (1973).

My Gosornment is dedicated to doing whatever it cam to bring the parties
closer to a nogotiated peace. We want to be clear for the rocord that this
resolution, however, should not be misinterpreted: the Council’s action tonight
does not empower it to address any subject beycnd the matters Qiroctly contained in
this resolution. Most obviously and certainly, this resolution makes clear it does
not address in any way the status of the Middle Cast peace process; nor Aoes it
change i{n any way the role of tha United naélon; in that regard. We expect the
Secretary-Genersl’s misrlon to examine the circumstances of the & October incideat

and to repnrt back. We look forwrrd to reviewing that report.
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(Mr. Pickering, United Stateg)
On behalf of the United States and in accordance with this resolution, I
should like to call on all sides to exercise restraint in words and in actions so
that calm can be restored and the Holy Places of all faiths Le respected.
Zhe PRESIDENTt I thank the representative of the United States for his
most kind compliments.
Mr. BLANC (France) (interpretation from Freanch): I am pleassd that the
Security Council has unanimously adopted a resslution, of which my country was a
sponsor, following the exceptionally serious events that took place in Jerusaleam.
The Council had long besn unable to take a stand on the situation in the
occupied torritories, including Jerusalem; we regret that fact. We are therefore
happy that it was able tonight to reach agreement on a decision, and I want to
thank all those who contributed to that result. I want especially to hail the
understanding and political wisdom displayed by our colleagues from the non-aligned

group, and the tireless and unstinting efforts of the President.
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(Mc. Blanc, Frapce)

NHo doubt thia text does not reflect exactly the positions of all sides, but it
is a good and solld compromise text.

In the course of cur debate I had occasion to state that the Council could
not, in our opinion, fail to react in view of the profoundly alarming deterioration
of the situation in the occupied territories, including and most especially in
Jerusalea. Hence our wish that the Council become directly involved in any
initiative taken at the United Nations lavel to rectify this situation. This has
now been accomplished, largely because of the resolution which we have adopted.

The authority of our Conncil will be affirmaed aud streagthened by it.

The mission that the Secrstary-General is going to send to the region must, in
our view, allow the Council, on the basis of the report which will be submitted to
it by the Secretary-Genersl, to docide upon moasures that will ensure the
protection of the Palestinian people and improve their situation. I would add that
the Council should be committed resolutely to a political settlement of the
Israeli-Arab conflict, the urgency of which no ons is questioning any longer - a
course which France for its part has for a long time endeavoured to encourage.

The resolution we have just adopted constitutes in this respect a first and
important step, which Vrance welcomes.

Zhe PRESIDENTs I thank the representative of France for his kind words
addressed to ms.

Mr. LI Dagyu (Chins) (1m:otprotat16n from Chinese): In its statement in
the Council during the deliberations on this agenda item the Chinese delegation
strongly condemnad the atrocity committed by the Israeli security forces im killing
Palestinian civilians on 8 October 1990 and it reguestied the Security Council to
take prompt and effective actions immediately.
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(Mc. L3 Raoyu, China)

Now, thanks to the persistent efforts of all parties under the guidance of the
President of the Council, the resolution that was unanimously adopted by all
members of the Council is bafore us.

I would 1ike to pay a special tribute, Mr. President, for your outstanding
efforts. We would also like to express our appreciation to the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries and tho other parties that have demonstrated a spirit of
co-operation. Although this resolution may not have met everyone's expectations,
it has after all condemned the atrocities committed by the Israeli security forces
and bas put forward some fairly practical steps that can be taken at present. For
this reason the Chinese delegation voted iu favour of the resolution.

in view of the gravity and the urgency of the matter, this resolution of the
Security Council must, we believe, be implemented faithfully and effectively so as
to make the Israeli authorities put a prompt end to their atrocities and abide by
the obligations stipulated in the Fourth Gemeva Convention, thus ensuring the
safety and the lsgitimate rights of the Palestinian civilians in the occupied
territories.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of China for his Rind words
adiressed to me.

1 shall now make a brief statement im my capacity as the represeatative of the
United Kingdom. ‘

Any President who believed even one hundredth part of the kind words addressed
to hin would wind up with a swollen head, 80 I would just like to express to the
membsrs of the Council my thanks for the co-operation shown in the last few dags.
It would not have beea possible to reach that rather unusuasl veoult of unanimity on
a resolution in this area without their co-operation, their flexibility and their

willingness to compromise.
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(Iba_Pxesident)

I would like first, in the aame of my delegation, to express our satigfaction
that it has besu possible to adopt & resolution on this matter with unanimity. It
has not always been so in the past and I think that whatever imperfections some on
one side or the other may £ind in this resolution they will be compensated by the
fact that it was adopted with unanimity and that the strength of the signal it
sends ia therefore much greater,

The signal it sends ssems to us to be twofoid. One is a clear condemnation of
the events of last Monday and the oxcessive use of force that took place then.
That was necessary and right. The second - which is a longer~-term message - is
that we wigsh the Secretary-General to help us £ind ways to improve the situation of
the Palestinian psople, who have suffered much., Ws wait now - not long - for his
report and we will certainly not £ind it easy tcj dsal with the recommendatiovs,
because the report itself will no doubt touch' upon sensitive matters. But I think
we have made 8 good start with this resolution and we will take the matter up
proaptly when we have the report.

I now resumse my 'tunctlon as President of t.ho Council.

The representative of Israel has asked to be allowed to speak. I invite him
to take & place at the Counsil table and to mako his statemsnt.

M. BEIN (Israel)s The hour is late and therefore I will limit my words
to a statement by my Minister for Foreign Affairs as a resction to this resolution.

Israsl regrots tho Security Council resolution, which failed to condemn che
cause of the tragic events ia Jerusalem - an unprovoked Arab attack on Jewish
worshippers at thy holiest gite of the Jewish peoples the Western Wall.

1t is also regrettable that the Security Council foll into the trsp 1laid by
Saddan Bussein and his PLO supporters, who inspired the riots in ordsr to divert

stteation froa Irag's aggression in the Gulf. Such a resolution cannot contribute
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(Mc. Bein, Iscrael)
to the efforts to restore tranquillity, normalcy and psace. Ons can oaly hope that
the Arab extrenmists who fomented these riots will not view this resolution as an
internationslly sanctioned licence to further violence.
Ihe ERESIDENT: There being no further speakers inscribed on my list, the
Security Council has thus concluded the present stage of the consideration of the

item on its agonda.

Zhn meeting rose at 12.50 a.m.. on Saturday. 13 October 1990.




