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The-meeting-waS‘called-td'order-at~12;05<p5m.

EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT (ifi}@pt&td tiod ifrom Chinese): Bs this is the first

meeting of the Security Coqull for Fhe month of November, I should like to take
M S I‘ 'f

this opportunity to pay a tribute, on behalf of the Counc11, to Mr. L. Yves

VICH D300 c2lis
Fortier, Permanent Representat1ve of Canaéa to the United Nations, for his service
as President of the Security Council fo:,the month of Octbber;1989. I am sure I
speak for all members of the Security Council when I'express deep appreciation to
Ambassador Fortier for the great dipiomatic skill and unfailing courtesy with which
he conducted the Council's business last month.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA -

The‘agenda'wéS‘adeted.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 3 NOVEMBER 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESE'NTATIVE OF KUWAIT TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY (ODUNCIL (S/20942)

The PRESIbENT (intefpretation from Chinese): I should liké to inform the
Security Councillthét I have received 1etters from the‘representativeé §f Israel,
Ruwait and Saudi Arabia in which they request to be iﬁ&ited to participate in the
giscussion of the item on Lhe Council's agenda. In conformity with the usual
practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite those
Yepresentatives to participate in the discussion without the right to'voté{ in
accordance with éhe relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's

provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Bein (Israel), Mr. Abulhasan (Ruwait)

and Mr. Shihabi (Saudi Arabia) took the places reserved for them at the side of the

Council Chamber.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I should alsoc like to

inform the Council that I have received a 1ettér dated 6 November 1989 from the
Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations, which will be issued as
document S/20949 and reads as follows:

"I have the honour to request that, in accordance with its ptebious
practice, the Security Council invite the Permanent Observer of Palestine to’
the United Nations to participate in the debate on the item’entitléd 'The
situation in the occupied Arab territories'”.

The request was not made pursuant to rule 37 or rule 39 of the provisional
rules of procedure of the Security Council, but if it were approved the Council
would invite the Permanent Ohserver of Paiestine to participate not under rule 37
or rule 39 but with the same rights of participation as those conferred by rule 37.

Does any member of the Security Council wish to speak on this reguest?

Mr. PICKERING (United States of America): As this is the first time that

I have spoken during your presidency, Sir, I should like to congratulate you warmly
on your assumption of that post and also to thank your predecessor for his work and
leadership of the Council.

The United States will request a vote on the proposal before the Security
Council and the United States will vote against it on two grounds: First, we
believe that the Council does not have before it a valid request to speak.
Secondly, the United States maintains that the Observer of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PIO) should be granted pe;missionvto speak only if theireauest |
complies<with rule 39 of the rules of procedure. In our view it is unwarrahted and
unwise for the Council to break with its own practice and rules. .

As members of the Council we should ask ourselves this question: Does a

decision to break with our rules and procedures enlarge or diminish the Council's
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(Mr._Picketing, United States)
ability to play a constructive role in the Middle Easﬁ peace process? My
delegation firmly believes it diminishes»the Council's ability to play such a rolé.

As all members of tﬁe Council are aware, it is a long-established‘éractiCe.
that obsefvers’do not have the right to speak in the Security Council at their own
request. = Rather, a reauesﬁ must be made oﬁ the observer's behalf by a Member
State. M§ Government sees no justification for any departure frqm that practice.
It is cleér that General Assembly resolutions are not binding on the Security
Council. 1In any event there is nothing in resolutions recently adopted by‘the
Aésembly that would wafrant a change in Security Council practice.

- General Assenmbly resolution 43/177, which purported to'change the designation
of the PLO Mission, did so | A
"without prejudice to the observer gtatus and funqtions_of the Pélestine
Liberation O:ganization within the United Nations system, 'in conformity with

relevant United Nations resolutions and practice". (General Assembly

resolution 43/177, para. 3)
That resolution does not constitute recognition of any State of Palestine. Like

many other Members of the United Nations, the United States does not recognize such

a State.

The United States has consistently taken thé position that under the
prov;sional rules of procedure of the Security Council the only legal basisvon ‘
which the Council may grant a hearing to persons speaking on behalf of
non-governmental entities is rule 39. »For four decades the United States has
supported a generous interpretation éf rule 39 and it would not have objected had
this métter been appropriately raised under that rule. We are, however, oppésed to

special, ad hoc departures from orderly procedure. The United States consequently
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(Mr. Pidkering, United States)

opposes granting to the PLO‘the same rights to participate in the proceedings of
the Security Council as if that orgénization represented a Menber State of the
Unitedeations. |
We believe in listening to all points of view, but not in a manner that
‘requires violating the rules. 1In particular, the United\States does not agree with
the recent practice of the Security Council that appears selectively to trykto
enhance the prestige of those who wish to speak in the Council through a departure

from the rules of procedures.
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(Mr. Pickering, United States)

We consider this special practice to be withbut legal foundation and to constitute
an abuse of the rules.

For all these reasons the United States requests that the terms of the
proposed invitation be éut to the vote. Of course, the United States will vote

against the proposal.

The  PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I thank the représentatiVe
of the United States for the kind words he addressed to me.
If no other member of the Council wishes to speak at this stage, I shall take
it that the Council is ready to vote on the request by Palestine. As I hear no
objection, it is so decided.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favour: Algeria, Brazil, China, Colombia, Ethiopia, Finland, Malaysia,
Nepal, Senegal, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia

Against: United States of America

Abstainings Canada, France, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): The result of the wvoting is

as followss 11 ih favour, 1 against and 3 abstentions. The request has therefore
been approved. I invited the representative of Palestine to take a seat at the
Council table.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Terzi (Palestine) took a place at the

Council table.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I should like to inform the

Council that I have received a letter dated 3 November 1989 from the Permanent

Representative of Algeria to the United Nations, which reads as follows:
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(The President)

"I have the honour to reguest that the Security Council extend an
invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure to His
Excellency Ambassador élovis Maksoud, Permanent Observer of the Leaque of'Arab‘
States to the United Nations, during the Council's discussioﬁ of the item
presently on its agenda."”

The letter will be distributed as a Security Council document under'the'symbol
S/20950. | |

If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Council agrees to extend an
invitatibn to Mr. Maksoud under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure.

There being ho objection, it is so decided.

The Security Council will now bégin its consideration of the item on its
agenda.

The Security Council is meeting in response to the request contained in a
letter dated 3 November 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the
United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council, document S/20942;

‘Members of‘the Council have before them document. S/20945, which contains the téxt
of a draft’resolution submi tted by Algeria, Colombia, Ethiopia, Malaysia, Nepal,
Senegal and YUgoslavia.’

I should like tb draw the attention of members of the Council to document
$/20902, which contains the text of a note by the Secretary-General transmitting
the text of resolution 44/2, which was adopted by the General Assembly on
6 Octdbér 1989.

I should also like to draw the attention of members of the Council to
documents $/20920 and S/20925, which contain the text of letters dated 23 and
30 October 1989, respectively; from the Permanent Observer of Palestine to the

United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General.
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{The :President)

The first speaker inscribed on my list is the representative of Kuwait,
Mr. Abulhasan,iwho wishes to make a statement in his capacity as Chairman of the
Group of Arab States for the month of November. I invite him to take a place at

the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr.VABULHASAN (Kuwait) (interprétation from Afabic): kI.haveAthe hohéur
to be speaking on behalf of the Group of Arab States, whose chairmanéhip I‘ﬁave'
assumed for this month.

- On- behalf of our'éroup and of the State of Kuwait, I extend to you} Sir, pur
sincere congratulations upon your assumption of the presidency df‘the,CounCil for
this month. We are fully ¢onfident that your diplomatic expertise and skills wi1l
ensure the effective conduct of the deliberations of the Council and help it'té
achieve the desired success. It is a source of‘special pleasure to us that the
' People's Requlic of‘China‘should be President of the’Council ét this spage. Your
country is linked toufheAArab world by the closest ties and has always beeﬂ a”majpr
supporter of the“legitimaté rights of the Palestinian people.

' VI wish alsoito’cqnvey to the representative of Canada; Quf'friend,

Ambassador Yves Fortier, our appreciation of the effdrts he made duriﬁg'his
preéidency 6f the Council last month and of ﬁhe efficiency withkwﬁich he copducted‘
its deliberations. | |
|  I must also express to you, Mr.-President,‘ahd through yéu to ail thé ménbérs
of the Council, our‘appreciagibn,énd gratitude for your prompt response and
agreement to consider thé deteriorating situation in the'qccupied’Paléstinian -
territories. | |

‘The General Assembly intgrrupted its general debate 1és£ month to deél*with
4the éravé éituation'resulting'from thé inhuman Isfaeli po;icies‘and practices,

which violate the human rights of the Palestinian people in the occupied
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(Mr .- Abulhasan; : Kuvﬁa it)
territories. 'i'he Assembly strongly and unequivocally condemned those policies and
practices in its resolution »744/2. Thaf;»'resolui:ion was adopted with the suéport of
140 States, which were shbéked to see r'.hevo’ccuvpying forces peréisting in their-
injustice and becoming morev-bloodthirsty} every day. They were appalled th‘a‘tv the'
occupyiné forces were continuing  to kill many defenceless civilians in the
territory, deporting whomever they wisheq, demolishing homes and inflicting
arbitrary punishment with impunity. |

Aé members are wéli,aware, _in'operétive paragraph. 6 of resolution 44/2, the
General Assemﬁly requested the Security Couﬁcil to examine with urgency thé
situation in the occupied Palestinian territory with a view to .considering' measures
needed to provide int:ern'alrtioryx'al protection to the Palestinian civiliaqs. ‘We hoped
that the Céuncil would take the -initiative in carrying odt this examination and
considering such measur.es‘, but delay in this connection and the gravity of the
situation in the occupied terrif:ories have forced the Group of Arab States to
request that the Secur.;ity Council meet, in accordance with the General Asrskembly
resoiution and in view of the special natufe of the important role ass‘:i‘.kgned to . the

Council in dealing with matters that could pose a threat to international peace and.

security.
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(Mr. Abulhasan, Kuwait)

The dimensions and significance_of the Israeli policiés, the‘purpose of which
is to insult and humiliate the valiant Palestinian people and break their national
resistance to'OCCupation and oppression, are clearly evident in their most recent
manifestations in Beit Sahur in the Palestinian territories. I refer to the
ransacking of the houses of defenceless civilians, the closure of roads leading to
that town, ité designatién as a closed military area and the confiscation of
Palestinian property, includihg furniture and personal effects valued at -
approximately $2 million, accordingﬂto the Israeli press, all expropriéted to bé
auctioned off. | '

The international media reported a few days aéo on another aspect of the
colonialist, savage and oppressive policies and practiébs of the Israeli occupation,
forces whicﬁ is fraught with gréve dangers. The Israeli authorities havermobilized
and organized‘groups of heavily armed settlers u5 carry out aggressive action
against the Paiestinians. Those settlers are the inviéible military wing of the
occupation authorities. They complement the work of those authorities in the
continuance of insane terrorism, the destrucﬁioﬁ of houses, and the burning,
killing and displacenenﬁrof palestinian civilians.

Matters have gone further than this. These practices have encompassed even
the holy religious shrines. The most recent of these irresponsible manifestations
occurred when the Zionist régime laid the corner-stone for what it calls the.
renovation of the Temple of Solomon near Al Agsa Mosque ih Holy Jerusalem. This
event has shaken and continues.to shake the feelings of Muslims‘the world over. It
constitutes a blatant challenge to Muslims and to the Muslim creed.

His Highneés the Emir of Kﬁwait, in his capacity as Chairman of the Fifth
Islamic Summit Conferencé, issued a statement on this matter which was distributed
on 23 October 1989 as an official document of the General Aésembly aﬁd the Security

Council under the symbol A/44/666-5/20912.
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(Mr . Abulhasan, Kuwait)

We believe that'fhese fecent manifestations are nothing new; rather, they are
premedi tated schemes for the purpose of eliminating the valiant people's
intifadah. But the intifédah is déstined to be victorious and to restore tovthe
Palestinian people their'freedom, dignity and independence. The Israeli policies,
no matter how varied, vicious and savage, will not be able to drain the force of
the resistance. In recent months the Israeli authorities have striven to di§ert
the intifadah from its obﬁective, committed approach to civil disobedience,
non-viélence,and political actiqn. They have tried to drag therstruggling
Palestinian people to the precipice of violence and the use of afms. The -Israeli
authorities would like to succeed in this to justify thé waging of war against the
population of the occupied Palestinian territories in order to liquidate the entire
population. Yet today Palestinian citizens in Beit Sahur resort to the principle
of the Amerlcan Revolution, as they raise the - slogan of 241 years ago by young
people in Boston as they carried out their acts of resistance to the colonialist
occuéier: the slogan "No taxation without representation”.

Anyone who follows developments in this spontaneous popular revolution can
fairly conclude that the principles and bases being consecrated in the village of
Beit Sahur will become the rule rather than the exception., Furthermore, it is ﬁo
be expected that the constant Israeli plundering of Palestinian properties and the
expropfiation of property and means of pfoduction in an attempt to force
entrepreneurs to pay the so-called tax dues will lead to widespread civil -
disobedience whose effects will spread to other areas of the popular resistance;

On behalf of the Group of Arab States, I éall upon the Security Co;ncil which
has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security,
to adopt ali the measures necessary to compel Israel to end its ferocious onslaught

on the population of the occupied territories and stop the armed Zionist settlers



AP/sm ' | §/PV.2887
| - '13-15

(Mr., ’Abulnasan, ‘Kuwait)

from carrying out acts of murder, outg:ag'eous excesses and destru‘ction of the i
prope.r'ty.of the population of -the territories, i}ncludi‘ng vthe desecration of their
holy snrines and holy books. | |

The Council is also called upon to compel Israel‘ to comply with that
corner;stone of international law, the 1949 Geneva Conventionrelative to the
Protection of C1v111an Persons in Time of War, whose prov1smns have been
constantly 1gnored and flagrantly vmlated by the Israeli occupation forces under
the very eyes of the world public and with tota.l disregagd for 1ts increasmg
indignation and denunciation. _ | | | B |

We also call for tbe High Contracting Parties' to the Four th 'Geneva’ ‘Convention,
in accordance with resolution 44/2, to ensure. compllance by Israel with all its
-‘ provisions in all circumstances. The -Arab Group calls upon the Security Council to 2
‘request the Secretary-General to establish the necessary machmery to moni tor
) developments .in the situation closely and report periodlcally to ~the'Co_unC11. We_
call upon the Security COuncil to compel Israel to pay reparatmns for the danage
' that has tesulted from 1ts blockade of Be1t Sahur since 11 Septen’bex: last.

At a time: when optimism permeates many reg ions of the world as a result of the 7
detente in 1nternat1onal relations and when a new dawn is breakmg in the world of
‘the rival political blocs, a dawn that augurs well for .progress m the promotion of
mternational peace and secunty, the Middle East region, because of its sttategic
1mportance. will contmue t:o constitute a grave threat to international stablll.ty
~and to pos:.tive results from detente so 1ong as Israel per31sts in 1ts occupatlon,

its 1mposition of the policy ‘of fait accomp11 by oppressmn and terronsm. its

rejection of peace and 1ts'polemics regarding every 1n1t1at1,ve; taken and every»’

.'constructirvé proposal made within the framework of internaftionallegitinacy.,
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(Mr. Abulhasan, Kuwait)

It has become clear that thét,is not merely the opinion'of a certain group Qf
members of the intérnétional community. Rather, it is supported by the
oQérwheiming majority~of the States of: the world. The_positive positiop taken by

- the States of the European Community is the best example in this connection. In
view of the magnitude of‘the crimes, the nature of the atrocities and.Israel?s
persistent defiance of the'intérnational will, as expressed in a number of
resolutions,vit is amézing thaﬁ an influential international Power, whose social
and pglitical'institutions arerbased on respect for human tiéhts and democratic

1principles;’§ontinues to condbne those blatant violations and does not join the
rest éf the international community in calling for an immediate end to thé

'suffering of this oppressed people and to the atrocifies committedfagainst it by
-tﬁé occupatidh fo:ces, .‘

It is hiéh time for thé’Security Council fo car?ykout in-depth, objectiVe
‘réviews and assessments of the reasons and factors preventing implenentationAdf its
resolutions, Therefore, it must carry out a study of the various instances in
which Israel refuses to_comply‘with’the provis ions of those tesolutiqns. It‘is j."

‘incunbent upon‘the Secu;ity Council to take the effeétive nécessa:y measures to -
restoré'the Organizatioﬁ'é'credigility aﬁd ptestigeiin“the‘MiddlekEést, if this

'intérnational body is{tp‘piay an effective roie in ensuring collective se¢urity in

~all parts-Of the wor;d ﬁnéerlﬁhe détente and éo-oéeration which today prevéii 65

the international scene..

The PRESIbENT (iﬁterpretation from Chinesé)z‘ I thank:thg~reppésentative
of Kuwait for his kind words addressed to me. | | |
The next speaker is‘the‘representative of Palestine, whom I invite to make his
statement. | | | |
| Mr. TER2I (falestiﬁe)é We wish £o express our gratitude to.all the

members of the Council, including those who voted against us. Maybe they will



Jp/md . S/PV. 2887
- 17

(Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

learn from our being permitted to state the factsy that might benefit and help
them. ‘To those who abstaiﬁed in the vote I express our gratitude and the hope that
in the future they, too, will join the consensus.

We also express oer appreciatien to you,'Mk. President, as the representative
of China, a countfy, a nation, a con;inent, with whose people and Government my
Government, my President and my people'maintain the best of relations and for which
we have the ﬁighest respect. | |

I should be remiss, Sir, if I did not express our thanks to youripredecessor;r
Ambassador For tier of Canada, who, albeit on the lest day, did his best to address
this maﬁter by the shortest possible means with a statement from the Council to
express the position of its members and of the international community.'

. Unfortunately, he did not succeed. We had hoped, Sir, that‘your efforts would
spare us this meeting, but, as we say in Arabic, this is our fate, so we'have to
cope with it. |

The Council meets today primarily to consider thekeituation in thekPalestinian
territory occupied by Israel since 1967, which; per_se, has exposed the true nature .
of ﬁhe occupation as weli as of the forces’and troops of the océupying Power and
the so—called‘civilian settlers, citizens of that State which is the occupying
Power .

Occupa tion. by foreigd‘P6wers is by definition a flagrant violation of ﬁhe
rights - human, social, cultural, political and economic - of the population under
occupation. It is a crystalecleef manifestation of the anti-democratic nature of
" the ideology and practices of the occupying Power, the more so when the occupying‘-
Power - in this case Israel_; acts in contempt of world public opinien and in
violatien'oﬁ its legél interna tional obiigations. In the case under conside:atioh

today it is acting in violation of its legal international obligations. Here I am
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

referring to the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persoﬁs in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,

As a matter of fact, the meﬁbers of the Council meet today in order to
discharge one of their obligations as individual States, as High Contracting
Parties to the Convention, under which they undertook to ensure respect for ité
provisions. As members of the Counéil jointly, they are meeting to carryvout the’
obligations arising from the Council's functions and responsibilities as spelled
out in the United Nations Charter. They are also meeting to consider a request
made. by the’General Assembly more than 32 days ago in resolution 44/2 of
6 October 1989.

If I confine my statement to describing the situation in the occupied
Palestinian territory up to 7 bctober this year, I shall be»able to aquote a few
daily occurrences, the persistent pattern of the policies and practices of the
' occupying Power and, of course, of the conduct of its troops and agents.

Is it only the fate of Beit Sahur that prompted the meeting of the Council?

Is the fate of Beit Sahur an isolated case? Definitely not. The heroic stand by
the people of Beit Sahur and their mass response in exemplary civil disobedience is
a phase in the struggle of our people against occupation and tyr;nny.

The occupying Power has described the situation as one arising from the
‘decision of the people to refuse’to pay taxes. It said that the tax collectors had -
to seek support from the army, the military commander, the Minister of Defence and
the Israeli Cabinet in brder to deal with suéh a situation. But the question
érisgs: how does any administration address such a situation? I am sure that in a
civilized,;denocratic coﬁntry there are legal channels, or semblances of such legadl
channels, but the situation here is basically different. The occupying Power is

imposing taxation. It is absurd to believe that people will contribute voluntarily
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to the»maintenance and perpetuation of foreign occupation. The Palestinian people
are not that naive and accommodating. |

It was proclaimed in a revolution that broﬁght’about the birth of a great
nation - thé United States - that taxation without réptesentation is tyranny; Ohr
people are not only struggling to liberate themselves. and their couhtry frém
foreign ogcupation Sut at the same time struggling against the tyranny of the
occupying Power. It is now clear - to judge frbm the conduct of‘iﬁs troops‘and 
, agents,rthe tax co;lectofs - that the occupying Power, Israel, has no legal sysﬁem;

or semblance of a legal system, to collect the taxes.
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

One could eﬁbark on a discussion of the legalities in addressing sdch an -
~ issue., If action-wete catried out legally,»by resort to a court andkby the
issuance of warrants, one could understand that the remedies should be sought
ﬁhrough counter court warrants. But in this case it was brute‘force_that was
used. No Legal ;ystem was invokeds brute force was available and it‘was used

7 It iS\importaqt for the world, andkspgqifically for the menbérs of -the
Council, to have an idea of the daily occurrences that affect the lives of thg
Paleétinian people under occupation. But one must always beaf in ﬁiﬁd‘tbat,they

legitimacy of the struggle against alien domination and foreign,OCCupation has been

; : . , |
affi;med and upheld unanimously by_the international community. ’

I shall begin by citing what happened .on this very day, 6 ﬁovembg;.‘ In‘Géza;
: occupétion troops raided the séhobl ipr;fahf They béat.up students.and the
Vdirectof.; Theyrarrested six‘stuaents and‘detainéd,them at the‘administrative
centre of that city. _in Jeniﬁ, this morning, 13 Paiestinians‘sﬁffgred ﬁhe éffecﬁ;f
of inhaling‘toxic gas;‘ In Khan Yuﬁis and Jébaliya;:eight ﬁéléstiniahgiwgré‘woﬁhdéd-
by bullets fired by theflsréeli army;"In_Héb;on, a 17-year-old s;udeqﬁ élSp wasi: 
 wounded,’in her riéht leg, by a bullet/fired by the-Israeli a£m§._ Ip~3ehin, éﬁé%é -
‘were demonétrations today‘during the_funer§1 qf a ZO-yeat-o}d Paléstiniéﬁ ﬁhd‘had
died as a fesqlt of wounds from bullets fired»by'therIsraeli érmy. ‘In Qa1§i1ya;v;
soécalied frontier guards attacked fiverpa}gstinians,‘ipcluding ? baby;:while they _ 
were ieaving the‘mosque‘afﬁe: prayer, In Tulkarém, a 24¥§éaréold’§mn is ip ;hg";
clinic of the United Nationszelief and Works Agency (UNRWA) - the'Vi@ﬁim of |
another mgtallié or'fubbef bﬁ;lét. :Itherusaleﬁ today; incbngjtakiégents} |
 Supportedﬂby the oécupation forceé, raided a numper:of,éioies on Sa}adin St;eeta<; j
ThatQis what happénedwthis'np:ningQ We could still recéiVe:moye“iﬁformatibﬁg
abou£jtddaY';FeVents.*ABut, agaih, I should like to desé;ibe the‘éonditiéns in“j 

which our people live.
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For example, on Mohday, 16 October, 5tudents in Jerusalem dembnstratedragainst

the "Faithful of the Temple". That is an extremist, fanatié group of Jews - but a
very active group. It_plans to construct the Temple on the site of Al Hatam Al
Sharif - Al Agsa Mosque, the Dome of the Rock, in Jerusalem. TheZIsraeli police
intervened on 16 Octobér and arrested a number of students who were demonstrating
againét that plan. In the Ramallah area, a curfew was imposed on the villages of
Janieh and Ras Karkar. Israel confiscated 15 dunums from a Palestinian in Janieh’
in order to set ﬂp a military camp. 1In the centre of the city of Nablus, the tax

collectors placed the city under siege and confiscated all the property they found

there.

In Béit Sahur, the siege that had started around 20 September continued on
that day, 16 October. The people sent an appeal to His Holiness Pope John Paul II,
seeking his intervention. Let me interject at this point an'expression of our
gratitude to His'quiness for his immediate response.

‘OnAthe‘same day, in Gaza,.a‘thrée-year-old boy died as a reéult‘of wounds he
had‘teceived in the Shati refugeq camp. An eight—ye;f—old'boy died as a result of
bbullet wounds received in the‘Kh;b Yunis refugee camp.

But, on the same day, a member of the Israeli Cabinet, Sharon,jthe butché: of
Sabra and Shatilla, was laying the foundation stone for yet another Israeli Jewish
settlement in the occupied territory: Kfar Drom, They plan to set up two
additional such setﬁlemenis in the occupied territory in‘the Gaza area.

That is what took place on ohly one day, 16 October. I shall now relate what
happened on 17 October.

~In Beiﬁ Sahur, the tax collectors persisted in their action and‘arbitrarily
raided aﬁd r ansacked homes, stole ~‘if one prefers, “confiscatedé - property, and

seized food.stored by families for the approaching winter and dumped it in the
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streets. Again in Beit Sahur, on the same day, 17 October, Israeli army bulldozers
were used in order to deetroy the water pipes of the city. The . city hes been left
with no water. Ianerusaiem, four schools were ordered closed, one of them an
UNRWA echool in Sur Baher.,

Sometimes things happen which are innovations. A certain Mustafa Issa Laham
had bought 3 kilograms of grapes in Bethlehem and was on his>waykto his home in
Jerusalem. His car was stopped, the 3 kilograms of grapes we:e_“discovered“ - as
though they were crack or a similar substance that might be fognd in other parts of
the world. He wes fined 100 sﬁekels for illegally traneporting those grapes.‘ It"
is perhaps not the amount of the fine that is significant here - but the prectice,
itself. |

On the same day, 17 October, five persons. were expelled from their homes on
Palestinian territory and deported across tﬁe river, east Of‘the Jordan’River. One
of them is the wife of Hassan B'erat. She is 25 years old and the mother of threer
children. Another woman Munifah Nag'eib Saffa, 30 years old and the nbthe; of
three children, was also deported. Nazira Tirishan, 60 years old,

Muhammad'Ahmad Jaber, 65 years old, and Muhammad B'erat, 70 years old,'were‘
"transferred" or expelled from their homes and deported across the Jordan Ri&er.
The reason given was that they had no resident permit. Since the occupatien-by

Israel, Palestinians need resident permits to live in their own homes and on their

own property.



- MLT/41 S S/PV. 2887
| o 26

(Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

That is the pattern of life of our people. Let me add the following. Judge
Advocate General Amnon Strashnow has admi tted, oh 19 October,‘thét 13,600
Palestinians are cﬁrrehtly being held in Israeli concentration camps and that since
Decenbe:'1987 - that is, the start of the qlorious intifadah, which‘is now -
‘approaching its third year - more than 40,000 Péleétinians have been'detaihed, and
only 18.000vhave been brought to trial, the rest beingza:bitrariiy or,\
"administratively" held. General Amnon Strashnow announced, furthermore, that a
new concentration camp to hoét 4,500 additional Pales;ihians will be completed iﬁ
1990. But in the meantime, he said, it will accommodate 1,500 inmates. He added
that 86 soldiers and officers had been coutt-martialled'during the uprising for g

offences Such as causing dQeaths. violating open-fire orders, assaul: and damaging

property. Such qffenaers may very Qell be brought to trial. ‘The'Jerusaiechost,
‘international edition, of 28 October 1989'réports£v

"A Jaffa military tribunal has sentenced an Israeli DefencerFotCe reservist to
two years in prison f@; shooting dead two Arabs in an:ihtifadah—telated
incident" - two years for shooting two Arabs dead. "Sergeaﬂt Ilav Arev% -
that is the name of the §fficer, who is 25 years old - "receivéa a oné-year

suspended sentence. ~Acc6rding to his own statement, Arev had knelt and taken'

aim before shooting.”
Sovthe‘criminal act of muider is very clear. Yet, they bring him té‘;tial éhd éive‘
hiﬁ Just two/yeafs for killing’two péoplé. Hepe General Morﬁechai‘interveneS'ié
order a delay in execution of sentence. Of courée,’there mqst ﬁe some jﬁstiée; the
man - who kﬁows? - my éppeal. 7

In order to comprehgnd the situation in, let‘us say}‘Beit Sahur, soﬁe
statistics may help. Out of the 895 persons there subjected to harassment,
brutalizationgor'confiscatidn of property,.only 330 are shown as 'delinéuenﬁ". We"‘

must always bear'in mind that they have the right to resist and reject_laws and
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‘,regulations;imposed'in order to perpetuate the occupation and give it a semblance
of legitimaéy.

But what about the non-delinquents, the other 5682 They wete>tota11y innocent
Vviétims; yet théy were harassed. Of course, 40 were arrested and detained,‘but
‘charges aré'being brought égainst only 36. So out of the grand total, alleged
grounds’ for belng brought ho trial were prov1ded for only 4 per cent of those who
were harassed. Again, they were only indicted and they have yet to be convicted of
any wrongdoing. |

“ Let me quote some moré statistics. In the Gaza Strip during the month of
October the following figures‘were given. There were 10 deaths as a resﬁlt’of
injuries and Qbunds susﬁained - seven died of injuries and bullets in the head, two

of bullets in the back and one who was shot in the chest. There were 252 wounded
j by live ammunitiénv— real bullets; 271 were wounded by what are known as rubber
bﬁllets. There were 852 cases ofrbeatingé, 227 cases of gas inhalation and 25
Cases‘of miscarriage as a result of beating and gés inhalation. Five houses were
demolished and three others wefe sealed.

Onebof the most tragic events is the following: 1In the raids and attacks

- against ﬁnarned'Palestinian'civilians, israeli troops indulged in "exémplarY'
i inhuman and brutal3cohduct. ‘In Beit Sahur, troops broke into a house. A woman was
Astretchéd out on'a‘mattress,'being attended by a midwife to deliver a new baby - a
new Palestinian to see ﬁhe iight_of day. After breaking into the house, the troops
confiscated all around them but left the mattress. One of them said, "We shall not
take.it aways we see your condition and we believe you should not be forced'tb'lie
. on the.barren floor. You must be éhankful that we have decided to let you keep
that mattress”™. What could be more inhuman 6: more brutal?

’Tb add fuel to the existing flames, the occupying Power has decided to

'establish a company of settler-militia. The arming and organizing of that special
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settler company was approved by General Yitzhak Mordechai. But the Iéraeli
Ministry of Defence rushed‘to deny that any new policy‘had been eétabliéhed; The
Ministry confirmed that settlefs had always been incorporated into the ;rmy for
local defence and security purposes. This new - not so new - policy indiqates that
the occupying Power has failed to quash or terminate the heroic intifadah, despite
make-believe statements and somé wishful thinking that the intifadah is over. On
the other hand, it proveé that the so-called seﬁtlers in the occupied PaLestiﬁian
territories are not civilians. The Israeli Ministry of Defence cannot claim that
the settlers are civilians, not even vigilanteéz they are an‘integral part of the
occupation troops. One may recall a comment by an Israeli citizen:
"We have many cases of vigilantism by the settlers. We have hany cases in
which Palestinians were shot, wounded and, unfortunately, killed by settlers.
To give them this spécial status only makes things worse."
But the members of the Israeli Cabinet still maintain that fofqe of arms,
humiliatipn and dehumanization of the Paléstihian people-is the only way to peace. ©
The Council may have been informed that»the siege of Beit Sahur is over. What
is the difference then? This news is based on a report published in thelggjiz
Bulletin of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency of 31 October, where it is stated:
"The Israel Defence Force 11fted its siege of Beit Sahur on Tuesday, cla1m1ng
a suqcessful operation against residents of the West Bank village who had
refused to pay their taxes.. The Israeli authorities said all persons who oﬁed
taxes had either paid them, had their property confié&ated or had beén
arrested during the five-week chfrontation."
It ié known that Israel's Minister of Defence,rYitzhak Rabin, saw the tax

revolt, as he called it, as a test of strength against the Palestinian intifadah.
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Mr. President, I should like to pass this message, through you, to Mr. Rabin:
ché confrontation with all the Palestinians in the little town of Beit Sahur, and
'agéinst only 330 so-called delinquent persons, has had an unspccessful end. How
long, and how much fire-power, will Israel need against the Palestinian people, who
are determined to see the end of Israeli occupation so that they can enjoy life in
peace and democracy in their own independent and sovereign State of Palestine?

We have earlier reported to you, Mr. President, and to the Secretary-General
that Israeli troops have denied entry to Christian clergy. Yesterday, Sunday
5 November, mass prayér was celebrated in the town of Beit Sahur. More than 5,000
people participated in'the prayer, which was held both at the town's mosque and in
the chapel of the Latin Convent. 1In both observances the Mufti of Jerusalem,
Sheikh Sa'adeddin El Alami, Archbishop Lutfi Labham and the Reverend Odeh Rantisi
officiated. Fifteeh hundred Israeli troops again laid siege to the town, as was
seen on television last night.

Israel has persisted in its policies and practices against the Palestinian
pebple under Israeli occupation. We still recall that in DecémberV1987 the
Security Council met to consider the situation in the occupiea Palestinian
territories. The Council adopted resolution 605 (1987) on 22 December 1987. The
Secretary-General submitted a report on 21 January 1988, in accordance with the
‘request in that resolution. In that report, the Secretary-General stated that the
purpose of the visit by the Under-Secretary-General for Special Political Affairs
to the territories was twofold:

"To examine on the spot'the situation in the occupied territories and to

‘expiore ways and means I could consider recommending to the Security Council

to ensure the safety and protection of the Palestinian populatiqn of the

territories.” (S/19443, para. 2)
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The report remains as vivid a description today. as it was in January 1988. It
bears witness to the brutality of the occupying Power and inhumane treatment it
meets out. In doing justice to the commitment of the United Nations tov ensure
respect for human rights, the Secretary-General expressed his opinion about ways
and means of ensuring the safety and protection of thé Palestinian people under

Israeli occupation. He did not forget to state that such ways and means "can only

be palliatives™ (ibid.; para. 20), and cannot cure the underlying problem, which is

the continuing occupation by Israel of the territories captured in the 1967 war.

The report was not made on the basis of hearsay or exclusively of ﬁedia;-
reportss it was the result of an on-the-spot examination of the situation. 1In our
opinion, such on-the-spot examination and monitoring of the situation, the
subsequent immédiate.reporting of developments, and the acﬁion to be taken by the
Security Council should be the first and immediate priority. In our opinion, the
Secretary-General has the means and mechanisms to ensure that he can depend on
whoever represents the United Nations on the spot to supply on-the~spot reports. I
do not believe that that will have any "financial implications™, as some may o
believe.

It is incumbent upon ﬁhe menbers of the Security Council, individually and
jointly, to request that the Secretary-Géneral submit such repbrts on the: situation
as often as need be. Such reports, again, should be based on the information
transmitted after on-the-spot monitoring or supervision, whether byra team, teams,
or whatever. The situation cannot and should not be permitted tq perpetuate
itself. The Fourth Geneva Convention clearly states that the High Contracting
Parties undertake to respect and ensure reépect for the Convention. That provisﬁon
is an international legal obligation, not of Israel alone but also of the other

High Contracting .Parties to the Convention.
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Tha Security Cohncil is addressing a concrete situation, a factuallsituation-
Israel, the occupying Power, is committing State crimes. It has confiscated the
property of innocent civiliéns. Israelymust be ordered to return their stolen
property to the victims, or compensate them for damage. The Council, invour
opinion, must demand from Israel compensation for the victims. The Council, again'
in our opinion, should invoke whatever powers are vested in it by the Charter to
make Israel comply with, respectrand carry out its international legal
obligations. Israel cannqt just be told to behave and not to be so nasty.

‘It is rather unclear why, while the Council and the international community
are expressing concern about the situation, the Government of the United States
authorizes 81.13 billion in economic aid to Israel. Aid by any other name-is aié.
Will not that aid help to relieve the economic situation that Israel faces? Will
it not provide additional funds’for the military occupation and the atrocities,
crimes and general conduct of thé occupation troops? Will it not be construed as a
rewardlor benediétion for the atrocities committed against my people?

On top of that, the United States Government will soon award Israel another
grant of an additional 8$1.8 billion as military aid. Perhaps the rubber bullets

and gas canisters are not enough; perhaps Israel needs more money from the United

States.

Here, Sir, through you, we ask the Government of the United States fo think.
Will it, through its representative here, join in a consensus so that the
Secretary-General may at least be enabled to discharge his duties and immediately
dispatéh or assign a monitor or a monitoring team to provide the Council with
on-the~spot reports? We believe that this is of immediate importance and urgency.

The PRESIDENT (interptetation from Chinese): I thank the representative

of Palestine for the kind words he addressed to me.
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In view of the lateness of the hour, it is my intention to adjourn the
meeting. With the concurrence of the members of the Council, the next meeting of
the Security Council to continue consideration of the item on its agenda will take

pPlace at 3.30 p.m. today.

The meeting rose - at-1.10 p.m,




