
ouncif 
,‘,‘.‘) c PROVISIONAL I-_, a:,, /, i' ,., 

spV.2879 
I , ; '!,( ' ; : 

;'. ,: (,'I 3'. ! ', 21 August 1989 

ENGLISH 

PROVISIONAL VERBATIM REOORD OF THE 'IWO TIDUSAND 
EIGHT HUNDRED AN~.sEVENTY-NINTH MEETING 

Held at Headquarters, New York, 
on Monday, 21 August 1989, at 10.30 a.m. 

President: Mr. D33UDI (Algeria) 

Members: Brazil 
Canada 
China 
Colombia 
Ethiopia 
Finland 
France 
Malaysia 
Nepal 
Senegal 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 
United States of America 
Yugos lav ia 

Mr. ALENCAR 
Ms. MILLER 
Mr. LI bye 
Mr. PENALOSA 
Mr. TADESSE 
Ms. RASI 
Mr. BLANC 
Mr. HASMY 
Mr. RANA 
Mrs. DIALID 
Mr. ICZINSKY 

Sir Crispin TICKELL 
m. OKUN 
Mr. KOTEVSKI 

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and 
interpretations of speeches in the other languages. The final text will be printed 
in the Official Records of the Security Council. 

.: 

Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They should be 
sent under the signature of a member of the delegation concerned, within one week, 
to the Chief, Official I&cords Editing Section, Department of Conference Services, 
room DC2-750, 2 United Nations Plaza , and incorporated in a copy of the record. 

89-61131/A 2467V (E) 



S/PV.2879 
2 

The meeting was caller to order at 11.10 a,m. 

AROPJ.'XON OF THE AGIZNDA 

The aqenda was adopted. 

THE SITUATION IN NAMIBIA 

x;ETIIER DATED 10 AUGUST 1989 FRCBi THE WRMANENT REPR)ESiI%TATXVE: 0F -NA 33 +.L"ME 
UNXTED NATXONS ADDRESSEXI Xl THE PRESXDENT OF THE SECURITY CDUNCX~~ (s/2o?79) 

The PRESIDEXT (interpretation from French) r In accordance with cis ions 

taken at the previous meetings on this item, X invite the rep~~~~n~~~v~ nf Ghana 

ta take a place at the Council tablet X invite the represmtati~es of Anqolnr 

Banghdesh, Burundi, Cameroon, Cubar Egypt, Guatemalar India, ~~~ccl~~~~ FQ3Ii.f 

Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, South Africa, Uganda, the United ~~u~~~~ nf Taf~zania 

and Zambia to take the place8 rwerved for them at: the aida of t+hs Ct>uncfl Chamber+ 

Council tnblel Mr. Diakenga Se~ao (Angola), Mr. Mohiuddin (~~)~ 

(Egypt), Mr. Villagran de Leon (Guetemalq), Mr, Daagupta (,Xndia)LMCb .%tr%W‘m 

(Indonesia), Mr. Diakite (Mali), Miss Moncada Bsrmudez (Nicara ua q_ 

(Niger ial ,  Mr l Ahmed (Pakistan),, Mr, Shearar (Scuth Africa), 

(Uganda), Mr. Mongella (United Republic of ,Tanzsnia) and Mr. ~(~~~~~ 

places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French) r 1: should Iike to inform the 

Council that I have received letters from the representt9tivea cd the Congo, th@ 

Federal Republic of Germany, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and tiuritanfa, in which 

they request to be invited ta participate in the discuasicn of tia it&m m the 

Cauncil~s agenda. Tn conformity with the usual practice, I prapo8er with the 
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(The President) 

consent of the Council, to invite those representatives to participate in the 

discussion, without the right to vote, in accordance with the relevant provisions 

of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of procedure. 
\ 

There being no objection, it is so decided. 

At the,invitation of the President, Mr. Adouki (Conqo)l Mr. Brhtigam 

(Federal Republic of Germany), Mr. Treiki (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) and 

Mr;'Ould Mohamed Mahmoud (Mauritania) took the places reserved for them at the 

side of the Council Chamber. 
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council will 

now resume consideration of the item on its agenda- 

The first speaker is the representative of the Congo. I invite him to take a 

place at the Council table and to make his statement. 

Mr. AUOUKI (Congo) (interpretation from French): I am most grateful to 

the members of the Council for having allowed me to be invited to participate in 

the discussion on the crucial issue of Namibia. While the United Nations 

settlement plan has jogged along half way down the road towards elections for a 

constituent assembly in the Territory, Africa and the whole of the international 

community are observing with the greatest concern the fact that South Africa 

continues to refuse to abide by certain essential provisions of resolution 

435 (1978). As a result, the conditions reguired for the holding of free and 

regular elections still remain doubtful in Namibia. 

That is why the African Group has turned to the Council, for this is the organ 

entrusted with the mandate to oversee the transition process towards independence 

in Namibia. Naturally, the South African representative, as he stated last 

mdnesday, 16 August, would have preferred a "calm" implementation process to the 

current work of the Council. That would have given his country elbow room to 

continue, for example, not to disarm or demobilise the infamous Koevoet 

Paramilitary force in the Territory I contrary to the demands of the United Nations 

plan for Namibia. 

Before continuing ny statement, I should like to tell you, Sir, how very 

pleased my delegation is at seeing you presiding over the Security Council during 

the month of August. There are so many links, just causes and n&le struggles that 

unite the Congo and your country, Algeria. I should like to extend to you our 

Warmest congratulations, while assuring you of my delegation’s full co-operation. 
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(Mr. Adouki, Congo) 

And here it is fitting that 1 should pay a well-deserved tribute to 

Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic, who, on behalf of Yugoslavia, presided over the Council 

last month. 

The comprehensive statement of the Group of African States at the United 

Nations at the opening of the debate - mde by its Chairman for the month, my 

friend and colleague the Ambassador of Ghana - spelled out in detail the 

deteriorating situation in the Territory of Namibia working against the stated 

objectives of Security council resolution 435 (1978). 

The statement also gave timely expression to the African Group's appreciation 

and gratitude with regard to the outstanding work the Secretary-General, 

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, and his colleagues from the United Nations Transition 

Assistance Group (UNTAG) are continuing to carry out in Namibia. 

My delegation wishes to state that it fully subscribes to the analysis of the 

alarming situation which thus mntlnues to prevail in Namibia only a few months 

before the November elections. It fully endorses the statement of the African 

Group in its entirety , in particular the request to the Council urgently to 

reassess the situation in Namibia and use its influence to guarantee the holding of 

free and regular elections. 

Hence my delegation would have preferred to refrain from taking part in this 

debate. That we have nevertheless felt it our duty to do soI was to stress the 

Congo's steadfast conunitment to see an end to the occupation of Namibia. 

Let us recall the changes observed a year ago in the attitudes of the parties 

involved in the situation in the- south-west of Africa. They allowed for the 

beginning of a dynamic that led to the Brazzaville Protocol, s/gned on 

13 Decerrber 1988, and later to the New York agreements of 22 Decerfber of the same 

year. 
. . 
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(Mr, AdCUici~ CongQ) 

The long-delayed process of the implementation Of thea Rattle 

Namib ian question p as reflected in Security CUncfl te#olUtion 4fss (1978<, could at 

last be started. 

The Congo i.8 profoundly aware of the honour done ta itB pWp3.e in hcarPlting 

several stages of the negotiations, and, above all, walcom thir itiv% outcome 

on 13 Decetier in Brazzaville, 

As the country from which genuine peace praapecte open& up for Namibia, the 

Congo, imbued with its traditional commitment to just CWUBIE~B~~, intends unr 

to support the process designed, under the control and ~~~rv~~~n of! the United 

Nations, to lead Namibia to independence through frcae and regular el&ckionB, 
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(Mr. Adouki, Congo) 

It is regrettable that the South African Administrator in Namibia is trying 

ever harder to hinder the electoral processes. All impartial observers agree 

concerning the acts of harassment and intimidation in the northern part of the 

Territory concerning the murders of supporters of the South West Africa People's 

Organization (SWAPO). These horrors, obviously inspired by South Africa, betray 

political machinations that have long been hatching. They are part of the 

systematic campaign of sabotage and discreditation of SWAPO. 

In his statement made to the Council upon his return from Namibia, the 

Secretary-General reaffirmed these sordid manoeuvres, stating that 

"the United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) has clearly 

established that the former members of Koevoet are now part of the South West 

African Police (SWAPGL)...", 

He added that those members of Koevoet 

"are not qualified to remain as part of the police force set up under terms of 

the United Nations plan". 

The problem is not one of enbarking on a crusade against South Africa, but 

rather that of mobilizing all energy so that implementation of resolution 

435 (1978) may proceed normally. Thus international public opinion cannot accept 

South Africa's selective honouring of the obligations it has-undertaken under the 

United Nations settlement plan. South Africa must renounce these clearly hostile 

acts against one of the parties, SWAPO. It, as well as the other parties 

concerned, should adhere to strict respect for the principles of impartiality, 
* 

including the media which it controls. 

South Africa's blind obsession with thwarting 9wApO and the will of the 

Namibian people is eloquently attested to by the considerable delay, caused by 

&outh Africa, in implementing resolution 435 (1978). Regrettably, that obsession 

is still in evidence today. 
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How can anyone in the world be unaware of the fact that Sooth Africa haa 

neither demobilized nor disbanded - as called for by the United N U.QnS R@ttlemnt 

plan - the Koevoet commandos, the ethnic forcr;s md their TBS ctive cammand 

8krUctUKeS? Those elements, the South African Admini@tX’atOr calmly replien, taking 

the occasion to underplay their true strength, will be K~~~~~G~~~ tQ their bases, 

where his country “will prepare them for new cole8** 

they are being prepared to play after elections and in 

Moreover, because of inadequate supervision etemming from the United Nations 

limited ability to intervene - which has caused great concern within the Group of 

African States in the United Nations - the Security Council muet demonstrate great 

vigilance, both in its careful consideration of the draft electoral law submitted 

by the South African Administrator and in all stagtss of the el~tosal prooe~rj, 

As everyone is aware, for 11 years South Africa haa ~p~~~ implementition of 

the United Nations settlement plan, 80 it cannot claim today to be exuberantly 

striving for Namibian independence. Can it be that 56x1 th Africa has Opted far 

independence on its own term - and the entire world la indeed aware of the 

political conditions prevailing in South Africa - rather than under tsha terms of 

the United Nation!3 settlement plan? 

The Security Council cannot legitimize this state of affairs. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French) a I thank the representative 

of the Congo for the kind words he addressed to me, 

The next speaker is the representative of Pakistan. I invite him to take a 

place at the Council table and to make his statement. 

Mr. AHMED (Pakistan): Allow me ta begin by extending to you, Sir, the 

C: inCere felicitation8 of my delegation on your assumption of the presidency of the 

Mcurity Council for the month of August. Your great country, Algeria, wa8 born to 
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(Mr. Ahmed, Pakistan) 

freedan after a long and valiant struggle by the people of Algeria for 

self-determination and national national independence. It is most fitting that 

you, Sir, should preside over this meeting of the Security Council, devoted as it 

is to ensuring Namibia's smooth transition from bondage to freedom. I am confident 

that your great experience and diplomatic skills and your many qualities of 

leadership will prove to be assets to the Council in dealing with the important 

issue before it. 

I should like also to take this opportunity to convey our deep appreciation to 

Mr. Dragoslav Pejic, the Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia, for the admirable 

manner and great distinction with which he presided over the proceedings of the 

Security Council last month. 

May I also take the liberty of paying a tribute to the Secretary-General for 

the determination and dedication with which he has pursued the cause of Namibia's 

independence. His exemplary resolve, under trying and difficult circumstances, has 

elicited the respect and admiration of everyone. It is imperative that the 

Secretary-General be provided with all the means necessary for ensuring the smooth 

and effective implementation of resolution 435 (1978). 

During negotiations which preceded the adoption by the Security Council of 

resolutions 629 (1989) and 632 (1989), members of the Non-Aligned Movement 

expressed their concern over the need to ensure South Africa's strict compliance 

with the independence plan. Developments during the past four months have 

Progressively strengthened this concern, compelling the Chairmen of the African 

Group of and of the Co-ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Movement to bring the 

case afresh before the Security Council. 

The central issu in Namibia today is simple but fundamental, namely, the 

responsibility of the international community, in particular of the Security 
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Council, to guarantee to the people of Namibia the right to pefrtici tet in a free 

and fair election in accordance with the mandate of resolution 435 (X978)+ The 

question to be posed in this context is also R simple one, Half-way through the 

implementation of the independence #an , are the condi tion$ obta ininq in Namibia 

today conducive to the holding of free and fair elections? There i8 an 

overwhelming body of evidence to suggest that that ie not th and that swift 

corrective action ia called for, 
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The electoral process in Namibia cannot be described as free if an erstwhile 

instrument of intimidation continues to operate inside the country. A number of 

objective and impartial observers, including the Secretary-General himself, have 

expressed concern about the continued presence in Namibia of the former South 

African counter-insurgency units known as Koevoet. As late as 24 July 1989, the 

Secretary-General, in his address to the twenty-fifth Summit Conference of the 

Organisation of African Unity , referred to the activities of ex-Koevcet elements in 

the South Africa Police. The Secretary-General then stated that these elements had 

not adjusted to the new political situation in Namibia and were continuing to 

harass and intimidate the civilian population. 

Following the efforts of the Secretary-General and his Special Representative, 

some improvement was registered in this respect but evidence persists that 

Koevcet's campaign of terror, particularly amongst the rural population, has not 

ended. The recent announcement by the Administrator-General that Koevoet elements 

will be confined to base is not enough. The relevant provision Of 

reSOlUtiOn 435 (l.978) mandates the disbandment of this force and the abolition of 

its command structure, which have not been done. 

Likewise, elections in Namibia cannot be considered as fair if non-Namibians 

are allowed to participate in the electoral process; if all the discriminatory and 

restrictive laws are not annulled as called for in the Independence plan; if all 

Parties are not given equal access to the media to bring their respective Platforms 

to the attention of the public; if political prisoners convicted of alleged crimes 

continue to be barred from seeking electoral office; if elections are not conducted 

in conditions of strict secrecy- , and if the counting procedures are not made 

foolproof and impervious to any administrative intervention. 
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(Mr. Ahmed, Pakistan) 

The Chairman of the African Group, the Permanent Representative of Ghana, in 

his opening statement on 16 August described in detail, on the basis of irrefutable 

evidence, how the conditions for conducting free and fair had not so far been met. 

Ambassador Gbeho also submitted a number of concrete and constructive proposals for 

bringing the situation in conformity with the letter and spirit of 

resolution 435 (1978). My delegation supports these proposals and commends them to 

the members of the Security Council for serious and urgent consideration. 

The future of a nation is at stake. The electoral process in Namibia has a 

special dimension. On it hinges the destiny of an entire people. It is the right 

of the people of Namibia to demand that the November elections should be free and 

fair. It is the obligation of the international community, particularly of the 

Security Council, to ensure that the Namibians are able to exercise this right in 

its totality, unencumbered by any political or psychological fetters and 

undiminished by any conditionality. 

The Government and the people of Pakistan have steadfastly supported the cause 

of Namibian independence. The newly demcratically elected Government of Pakistan, 

under the leadership of Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, is particularly committed to 

upholding the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all oppressed peoples, We 

welcomed whole-heartedly the emplacement of the United Nations Transition 

Assistance Group (UNTAG) in Namibia as the first concrete step towards the 

independence of the Territory and we have new made our modest contribution to its 

military and police components. We still believe this process to be irreversible, 

for the opposite is impossible to contemplate. This makes it all the more 

necessary to place the implementation of resolution 435 (1978) back on track. 
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(Mr. Ahmed, Pakis.tan) 

The Pakistan delegation is convinced that the decision of the Security Council 

on this momentous issue will be in keeping with its high moral traditions and will 

reflect its commitment to the principles of justice and equity. The people of 

Namibia have unreservedly placed their trust and their future in the hands of the 

Security Council. They look to this lofty body for deliverance from their long 

night of travail. 

The,PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative 

of Pakistan for his kind words addressed to me, 

Mr. RANA (Nepal): I should like at the outset, Sir, to congratulate you 

most warmly on your assumption of the office of President of the Security Council 

for the month of August. This is an added honour for your great country, Algeria, 

with which Nepal enjoys a close relationship of friendship and co-operation. Those 

cf US who had the happy experience of working under your presidency last year are 

fully familiar with your diplomatic skills and accomplishments and confident of 

your wise and able guidance. 

I wish also to avail myself of this opportunity to pay tribute to your 

Predecessor, His Excellency Mr. Dragoslav Pejic, Permanent Representative Of 

Yugoslavia, for the exemplary manner in which he conducted the affairs Of the 

Council for the month of July. 

The need for the urgent convening of the Security Council tc consider the 

situation in Namibia has been adequately and eloquently explained by the Chairman 

of the African Group of States earlier in this debate. My delegation fully shares 

the concern of and supports the stand taken by the African countries on this 

question of common interest and importance. 

This is the first formal series of meetings of the Security Council on Namibia 

since the United Nations settlement plan for the independence of the Territory 

began on 1 April 1989. However, the Council, in keeping with its responsibility, 
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has been follwwing progress in that regard with keen and continuetd interest. 

Consultations an the question among metiers and witi the Secrekory-Qneral has been 

a regular feature of the Council’s work over the past few month&. 

while the Council can take same satisfaction at the prc~res8 achieved thus 

far, it is very rmch alive to the impediments that still stand in th 

realizing the full independence af Namibia, Quiet: diplomatic efforts have been 

useful in the past in removing some of those hurdles, We continue tds ~upgart such 

efforts l But we believe that the time has come for the Sscutity Co~cil ~XJ have a 

more thorough examination and to take concrete rem~ldial m@twuces TV addC@atJ &AI th 

Africa’s defiance of the basic principles outlined in the United Nations settlement 

plan and its persistent efforts tn frustrate and undermine them. 
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(Mr. Rana, Nepal) 

Among the most serious is the induction of the notorious Koevoet elements into 

the South West Africa Police (SWAPGL) and their use to harass and intimidate the 

Namibian people. During consultations, the Council has on several occasiOnS 

expressed its grave concern at such brazen violation by the South African 

authorities of resolution 435 (1978). The Council has, through the 

Secretary-General, had Occasion to convey the same concern to Pretoria. It is also 

known that members who maintain contacts with South African authorities have, 

individually or otherwise, brought their influence to bear upon Pretoria to Put a 

Stop to Koevoet activities. 

That has resulted in the recent announcement of the Administrator-General 

confining Koevoet remnants in SWAPOL to their bases. The announcement, as we all 

know, is limited and conditional and thus unacceptable to us, as to other menhers 

of the Council. Given present conditions in Namibia, we are gravely concerned - 

though not so much surprised - that incidents continue to take place which not only 

inVOlVe attacks on and intimidation of the Namibian people but in which, also, 

UNTAG installations have been attacked and persons guarding them killed. 

Such a state of affairs cannot be allowed to continue any further if we want - 

which we certainly do - to ensure a free and fair election in Namibia. My 

delegation is of the view that all Koevoet el.ements must be totally disbanded, and 

also that the cormand structure of the South West Africa Territorial Force must be 

dismantled once and for all in accordance with the provisions of the settlement 

plan. This may require the United Nations to intensify its control and supervision 

activities. Therefore we will support a recommendation for an increase in UNTAG's 

police component should the Secretary-General deem such a step necessary. 

While the problems relating to Koevoet are the most serious and immediate cries 

and call for urgent attention and appropriate action by the Council, my delegation 
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strongly believes that other meaBuret3 of manipulation by South Af~i.~a ahou.ld also 

be addressed and corrected with equal urgency, Xn this mntext we wieh to draw the 

attention of the Council to the need for the just and expeditious implementation of 

the voter registration process, plugging whatevsr loopholes may permit 

non-Namib ians to par ti cipa te and, above all, to ensure that the r@J, vant elactora1 

legislation not only conforms to accepted international norm5 but is also in 

keeping with the letter and spirit of reso&ution 435 (1978). It goew withaut 

swing t of course, that the Constituent Aaseml,l.y that is to be farmed on the basiis 

of the November elections cannot, by definition, be made wubgervient ta the whims 

and wishes of the Administrator-General, Similarly, aa we noto with appreciation 

the progress made in the repatration of Namibian refugees, we shau$B like the 

process to be completed at the earlieet in full csnaidaratidn of th 

rehabilitation and safety, 

Before concluding, allow me to exptess the deep appra~~~ti~n of my dalegation 

to Mr. Yavier Perez de CueElar, Secretary-General of the United Natiansr for his 

total dedication in discharging the mandate entrusted to him under 

resolution 435 (1978). We are convinced that it is due to his constant and skilful 

endeavours that the transition process in Namibia hao thu$ far been able to atay on 

track despite the serious repeated groblemn CC~EI tea by south Africa, 

Similarly, his Special Representative, as well as the 6,000 members of UNTAG 

deserve our Praise for their dedicated work under difficult circumstances. 

The Namibian people have seen much suffering and made many sacrifices in their 

quest for free&in and dignity. It has been a long and arduous read. A8 they no” 

come closer to the day of destiny, they deserve our unqualified support in 

exercising their rights without let or hindrance, It is the obligation of this 

COUnCd.1 to @tlSUl3? a fair deal. for the people of Namibia, for, 8~ ia stated in 
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resolution 632 (19891, it is the ultimate responsibility of the Security Council to 

ensure full implementation of its resolution 435 (1978) in its original and 

definitive form to create conditions in Namibia which allow the Namibian people to 

participate freely and without intimidation in the electoral process under the 

control and supervision of the United Nations. Anything less will not only 

undermine the credibility of this august body but will also be a betrayal of the 

trust assumed by the United Nations for the Territory and its heroic people. My 

delegation is confident that the Council, in the light of the deliberations here, 

will not lose time to act in unity and strengthen the Secretary-General's ongoing 

efforts for the full and faithful implementation of the United Nations plan. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative 

of Nepal for his kind words addressed to me. 

Mrs. DIALLO (Senegal) (interpretation from French): I take special 

pleasure in presenting you, Sir, with the sincere and warm congratulations of the 

Senegalese delegation as you serve as President of the Council for this month. I 

say this in View of your excellent skills and qualities, which are known throughout 

the world. You represent a country, Algeria , with which Senegal has close 

relations of friendship and brotherly co-operation. On this occasion I am happy to 

assure you once again of the readiness and co-operation of the whole of my 

delegation. 

I wish also to express our recognition of and admiration for your predecessor, 

Ambassador Rejic, the representative of another country that is a friend of Ours 

and also a member of the Non-Aligned Movement, Yugoslavia. He conducted our work 

with skill and efficiency last month. 

On 1 April 1989, in painful and tragic circumstances, the process designed to 

move Namibia towards independence began. That process continues to hold the 
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attention of the world and to require constant Vigilahce and ~UP~rVi~~on by the 

Security Council. The United Nations is fully oomrnfttod to thin lengthy and 

complex operation, 

The United Nations plan for Nanibian independence Very clearly setrs out the 

applicable principles, the objectives, ,f ramewor k and d-d1 inenero for imple~nta tion. 

It is based on the necessary use of good faith by all partiao in their rhrapective 

undertakings, which are unequivocally defiQed. By means of fts full i.mplsmentation 

it will be possible to guarantee free expressinn of the witlhaa of all N’amibian~, 

men and women, and to enable the United Nations to carry +t ita tack of Jnanitoring 

and supervising free and fair eleotions in Namibia. 

We are meeting at a tima when the plan for timfbian ~n~pend~~~~ Ala entering 

its twenty-first week of implementation, and we are doing so bat yae the plan haa 

encountered very difficult circumstances that thr ten ta0 obstruct the holding of 

free and fair elections, The record of the last 20 weak5 ehcna tzh.hat 81 oorterin 

amount has been achieved, but as Ambassador Gbeho, the Permanent ~pr~~~~~tive of 

Ghana, said unequivocally in hia capacity 88 Chairman of the African Groupr many 

threats loom over the transitional process, 
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These include: the inadmissible presence and brutal behaviour of Koevoet 

elements integrated into the South West African Police force - which, we have been 

told, as though it were a major concession , will be withdrawn and confined to 

barracks rather than being disbanded; omissions, delays and irregularities in.the 

voter-registration process, especially in the north, which is the most densely 

populated area; ambiguities - to say the least - in the draft laws on the 

organization of the elections and on the constituent sssembly; the failure to 

dismantle all South Africa's discriminatory and repressive machinery in the 

Territoryi the partiality of the South African-controlled media; and the general 

situation of insecurity, especially in the north , where acts of provocation, 

intimidation, aggression and terror take place. 

Those South African violations of resolution 435 (1978) are a source of great 

concern to my country and to all those who are striving to bring about the total 

liberation of the African continent. 

In its resolution 632 (1989) of 16 February 1989, the Security Council 

expressed its full support for and unreserved co-operation with the 

Secretary-General in carrying out the mandate entrusted to him under resolution 

435 (1978), and called upon all parties concerned to honour their commitments and 

to co-operate fully with the Secretary-General in the implementation of resolution 

632 (1989). 

'It' is time for the Security Council and for all those on whom history and the 

United Nations Charter confer a special responsibility with respect to Namibia to 

demonstrate immediately and in-a concrete form their support for the 

Secretary-General, who is doing his utmost for the implementation of reSOb.It~on 

435 (1978). On behalf of His Excellency Mr. Abdou Diouf, President of the Republic 

of Senegal, I wish to pay a well-earned tribute to the Secretary-General for his 
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constant receptiveness, his perseverance and his courageous and tireless action in 

favour of the people of Namibia. 

I wish also to hail the commitment and dedication of the members of the United 

Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) and to urge all of them to COntinUe t0 

strive for the full implementation of resolution 435 (1978). 

It is the duty of the Security Council urgently to take the measures necessary 

to create conditions favourable for the holding of free and fair elections in 
. 

Namibia in less than three months' time. 

We have learned from experience that the South African re'gime has always 

employed subterfuge IXJ postpone a solution to the problem of Namibia whenever such 

a solution has appeared imminent. Its present policy of intimidation, terror and 

subterfuge derives from the policies it has adopted for more than 20 years to 

perpetuate its colonial grip on Namibia. 

But vigilance over the same period has enabled us to circumvent all its 

delaying manoeuvres, and we shall continue to take care to prevent South Africa 

from thwarting the legitimate aspirations of the Namibian people. The memory of 

all the sacrifices of the past feeds our deterimination at this turning-point in 

the history of African liberation. 

Senegal calls for greater awareness of responsibilities by all countries and 

peoples that, like Senegal, believe in freedom, human values and human rights, 

without exception. 

lt is our duty through the outcome of these meetings to demonstrate our oorunen 

resolve to ensure the conditions necessary for the strict and complete 

implementation of 'resolution 435 (1978) , through the adoption of the wise 

recommendations made by the Chairman of the African Group. 
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I: hope our concerted and determined efforts will enable the Namibian people, 

after a long and courageous struggle, under the leadership of the South West Africa 

People’s Organization (SWAPS), to regain its total freedom with dignity and hcnour 

and at last to join the community of free and independent nations. 

The PRE5TDENT (interpretation from French); I thank the representative 

of Senegal for the kind words she addressed to me. 

Mr. X.JXINs.KY (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian) x X wish to take this opportunity, Sir, to welcome you to the lofty post 

of President of the Security Council. We are certain that your great professional 

experience and diplomatic talents will enable you to guide the work of the Council 

effectively) we have already in the past seen convincing evidence of this. 

T wish also to thank your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of 

Yugoslavia to the United Nations, Ambassador Pejic, for the skill with which he 

guided the work of the Council in July, when he displayed his customary wisdom, 

tact and profess ional skill. 

The international community is facing a most important task: completing the 

process of decolonization of Namibia, thus settling a problem the United Nations 

has faced since its very first years. Propitious opportunities for this were 

established by the agreements signed in New York in December 1988 by Angola, Cuba 

and South Africa, achieved with the participation of the United States of America 

and the USSR. Those agreements initiated the implementation of Security Council 

resolution 435 (1978), reaffirming the United Nations plan for the granting of 

independence to Namib ia. 

In accordance with its responsibility under the United Nations Charter, the 

Security Cauncil adopted concrete measures to ensure the implementation of the 

United Nations plan, and is following the course of that implementation, 
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For several montd-~ notq, the United N&tiona Tran~i 

has been at work in Namibia, ate jab ia ta tee ta St that cs~taps ia candi tions 

are present for the holding of truly free and fair elactir~ng ulna the ~~~~~~~shment 

of national political institutions in an independent N~mfbi~~ The S~~~~~S nf its 

mission directly hinges on the strict and scrupulo~ canplfa~nc~ by the parties 

involved in the conflict with the commitments they htpva ~~d~~~~k nd cm 

co-operation with UNTAG by all pol.i tical farcc~ pteaent in Nemih ber+ The tiiselema 

efforts of the Secretary-General, Mr, Javle’r Perez de CueI. to enauce tha 

implementation of the United Nations plan far Namib la ~~~~~v~ d pm t kiVS 

assessment. I?@ regularly supplying infarmatfsn about &ha ~~v~~~~n~ nf the 

situation in Namibia, the problems arising there and tha et@$~ he hw taken, and by 

making the appropriate recommendations, the S~~r~t~~y-~n~~~~, In provfd~ng the 

Security Council. with necessary ass istance in deal inq with ~~~~~~~~~ lasues. 
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Of course, no one expected that no problems would arise during the process of 

Namibia's achieving independence. It is important, however, to detect problems in 

a timely way and deal adequately with them in order to find effective and speedy 

solutions. As it turns out, significant difficulties have in fact arisen in the 

course of the settlement in Namibia , and we understand the concern voiced by many 

representatives who have spoken in the Council's discussion of this question - in 

particular, the Chairman of the Group of African States, the representative of 

Ghana, Ambassador Gbeho. 

We must be especially concerned by the presence in the South West Africa 

Police of persons who earlier were part of the riotorious counter-insurgency unit, 

Koevoet . The presence in the police forces of heavy artillery and armoured 

vehicles is also contrary to the requirements of the plan. .A11 these matters are 

creating intimidation of the local. population and harassment of the supporters of 

the South West Africa's People's Organization (SWAPO) and are bound to have a most 

negative effect on the course of the preparations for free and fair elections. 

We believe that the intentions of the Administrator-General of Namibia, which 

he stated on 15 August, go in the right direction , although they are clearly 

insufficient. Their immediate implementation must be reinforced by other necessary 

measures. 

During the debate the representatives of a number of countries have made 

substantive comments about the draft electoral laws and the law concerning the 

constituent assembly. We believe that those comments are extremely well-founded 

and that they must be taken into account in order to ensure that the laws are fully 

in keeping with universally recognised democratic norms and the requirements 

flowing from resolution 435 (1978). There should be immediate action on them, 

because not much time remains before the elections in Namibia, which have been 

fixed for the beginning of November. 
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The international community now faces the task of making ~~~~g~~~~~~ 20~~ and 

strengthening, the process for a Nambian settlement t which was b,egun with cuch 

dif f fculty. !Chat requires that all the parties i.nvO~V~d in the noOM%~i%atfon cf 

the situation in South West Africa - primarily the South African authoritiee - take 

a responsible and balanced approach to the implementation Of the ~gr~~~~t~ that 

have been entered into and ensure that al.1 the reguirement8 of the United Nations 

are met. 

The Soviet Union is making active eff:rts to promote the proce~8 of advancing 

the Namibian settlement towards the goal that has been set. We are taking such 

steps both within the United Nations and in the framewark of bilat Sal mntacts 

with the parties involved, which are being co-ordina ted with tha effort 

other States, including metiers of the Council, 

As Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev stated in Havana on 6 April, this y 

Soviet Union, together with all other States Metiers of the Un$,t@d Nstions, is 

ready to make its contribution to carrying out the agraements on Namfbier and ta 

promote the final. elimination of colonialism and racism from the African mntinent. 

We consistently favour the complete elimination of the VBB tigea of colon ialiem 

and racism and support the right of peoples to independence and so\rereignty, with 

unconditional freedom of chaice, and we firmly intend to ensure that there will be 

a one hundred and sixtieth State Meml>er of the United Nation$ - an independent 

Namibia. 

We believe that the Security Council will continue c~oce~y to follow the 

development of the situation in Namibia and to act firmly to achieve the 

establishment of all the necessary conditions for the holding in Namibia of truly 

free and fair elections. 
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Positive steps in South West Africa, reflecting changes for the better in the 

whole international situation, will doubtless in turn.promte a strengthening of 

international peace and security and enhance the authority and role of the United 

Nations in international affairs. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative 

of the Soviet Union for his kind words addressed to me. 

Mr* LI WYe (China) (interpretation from Chinese): Mr, President, first, 

allow me to congratulate you on your assumption of the stewardship of the Security 

Council for this month. I am convinced that, with your outstanding diplomatic 

skill, you will carry out your task with distinction. 

I should also like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to 

Ambassador Pejic of Yugoslavia for his remarkable performance as the Council's 

President in July. 

The situation in southern Africa is undergoing positive changes. The shift 

from tension to relaxation and from confrontation to dialogue witnessed in the 

region meets the wishes of the people in the area. It is also the result of the 

Protracted struggle of the people in the region, the front-line States, the other 

African States and the international conrnunity as a whole. One must also see, 

however, that the factors causing tension and turbulence - the apartheid system in 

Particular - are yet to be removed , and therefore persistent and hard work is still 

needed before peace and stability are realised in southern Africa. 

Namibian independence has always been a main issue in the development of the 

regional situation in southern Africa. Towards the end of last year Angola, Cuba 

and South Africa signed the agreement on the implementation of Security Council 

resolution 435 (1978) on Namibian independence, setting in motion the Namibian 
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independence process. This development heralds the bun of the 

historic mission of decolonization throughout the Mrican wntin tf whirh will be 

an event of major significance in history. 

Namibia has already entered a new stage of ele&orEil ~r~~r~t~on~~ While 

rejoicing over the accomplishments in the implementation Qf trhQ pk far tam2 i an 

independence I we are mindful that there indesd exist someS prskl callh-ixrg for the 

close at tent ion of the international communi ty . What is dieturbing, in particular, 

is the fact that some elements of the formir counter-insurg nc7y mib 

which should be disbanded under the settlement plant have in~t: 

into the South West Africa Police (SWAPOL) , and havs con&%:twlntly 

Namibian people to intimidation and harassment. The command sf kha @ou th 

West Africa Territorial Focce remains in pLace tc;, this day, HQKUV 

been incidents of non-Namibians registering as voters* 

violation of the settlement plan, which has been aclcapted by all @A 

the view that the key to the realization of Namibietn in&p 

guarantee that the general election to be held in Namibia will 

All parties concerned should strictly abide by the prevf.Bfon 

endeavour to remove the obstacles to its implementation, 

We have noted that many African representatives are d abuut 

certain actions by the South African Government in failing to obawvs r 

435 (1978) and the settlement plan, and that they have rai@ed 

demands, including the complete disbandment of Koevoet. The Chinese delegatian 

expresses its understanding of the African countries’ Concarns and oupports their 

legitimate demand; l It is our hope that the South Afrimn author ftis will honOW 

their commitments, carry out the agreement in earnest and refrain from taking any 

action that might undermine free and fair elections in Namibia or compromise th@ 

scheduled independence of the Territory e 
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We appreciate the unremitting efforts and accomplishments of the 

Secretary-General in implementing the Namibian independence plan. The Chinese 

delegation highly values and supports the work of the SeCKetaKy-Gt?tIeKal, his 

Special Representative and the United Nations Transition Assistance Group. 
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It is the responsibility of the Security Counc.il to take appropriate and 

effective steps to ensure the smooth implementation of the plan for Namibian 

independence, with a view to realizing Namibian independence on schedule. We are 

confident that after the present deliberations on the Namibian question the 

Security Council will give even stronger support to the Secretary-General. 

China has always supported the Namibian people in their just struggle for 

national independence, and we will continue to make efforts for the strict 
. 

implementation of the plan for Namibian independence and its realization on 

schedule. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative 

of China for the kind words he addressed to me. 

Mr. BLANC (France) (interpretation from French): First of all I should 

like to extend to you, Sir, my delegation's congratulations and my own personal 

congratulations on Algeria's assumption of the presidency of the Security Council. 

I should also like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to our 

colleague, His Excellency Mr. Dragoslav Pejic, for his guidance of the council's 

work during the month of July. 

Our Council has a very specific responsibility with regard to Namibia. It is 

a dual responsibility, first of all towards the Namibian people, which under the 

auspices of the United Nations is finally about to attain independence, but also 

because the operation now being conducted by the United Nations in Namibia is the 

most important one the Organization has undertaken under its direct authority. 

My country's position on the Namibian question is well-known. France, which 

has actively contributed to the adoption of Security Council resolutions 435 (1978) 

and 629 (1989), has always been in favour of the full implementation of the United 

Nations settlement plan. We are today at a point where the process defined in 



NS/edd S/Rv.2879 
37 

(Mr. Blanc, France) 

resolution 435 (1978) is coming to an end. The constituent elections which Will 

allow Namibia to accede to independence will be held next November, in accordance 

with the timetable approved by our Council. In its resolution 632 (1989) the 

Security Council entrusted the Secretary-General and through him the Special 

Representative for Namibia, Mr. Ahtisaari, overseeing the transitional phase now 

under way and ensuring the establishment of conditions guaranteeing the holding of 

free and fair elections, after which the Namibian people itself could decide on its 

own future governance. 

Recently the Secretary-General went to Namibia. Upon his return he submitted 

an important and detailed report to us on the situation in which the implementation 

of resolution 435 (1978) was taking place on the ground. The general tone of this 

report seemed rather encouraging to us. However, Mr. Perez. de Cuellar clearly 

explained the difficulties which continue to exist. Without doubt the most serious 

is the presence of former Koevoet elements in the Namibian police. Our position on 

this matter is unambiguous ; and we have explained it in the clearest terms to the 

South African authorities: there must be an end to the presence of those elements 

in units of the Namibian police - elements that have become notorious because of 

their indescrible acts. 

We noted with interest the announcement of specific measures concerning this 

matter made on 15 August by the Administrator-General. These decisions are in the 

right direction; but it is essential that a total withdrawal of Koevoet elements 

take place without delay. 

I should like to renew our confidence in the actions of the Secretary-General 

and his Special Representative. They have, since 1 April, often in extremely 

difficult conditions, been able to ensure the implementation of the plan adopted in 

resolution 435 (1978) and to avoid the pitfalls that have arisen in their way. It 
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ie by reaffirming its total support for the &~~etary-General that the Security 

Council can beet discharge its historic responsibility cancerning tha Namibfan 

nation, which is on the threshold of its independence. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French) t I thank the repreae~-~tative 

of France for his kind words addressed to me. 

Mr. OKUN (united States); The united States, which pla d a ccsntral role 

in the Namib ian settlement nego tia tiono t remains deeply committed to the successful 
1 

completion af Namibia’s transition ta independence, under the ~~~v~~i~~~ of 

Security Council resolution 435 (1978) and subsequent ~~~~~rn~nt~” Namib ia ‘s 

transition to independence can only be implemented by the United Nations through 

the United Nations Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG). The United States is 

convinced that it is in Namibia’s best interest for the watld community to give to 

the United Natians all the support necessary to real ize this end. 

The process which will Lead to Namibian independence is irrevocably under 

way. All sides are moving towards compliance with Security Council resclution 

435 (1978). There are still. problems, howeverl and the United Gtateie shares tha 

Secretary-General’s deep concern that they may impede the holding of fr ana fair 

elections in Namibia. We have, for: example, repes tedly ma& knmn to ths South 

African Government and to the Administrator-General in Windhoek our viawe on the 

continued presence in the police force of farmer me&ers of ~oevoet, 

As other speakers have noted during this debate, the Administrator-C;eneral of 

Namibia on August 15 announced his intention to remcve from duty a total. of 

1,200 South West African Police (SWAPCL) members in the northern region of the 

coc.?tty. These farmer Kaevoet personnel Will he confined to base for reorientation 

and re train ing . The ~ministsator-~:eneral invited monitcring of this restriction 

to base by UNTAG, The Secretary-General has instructed his Spa&al Representativa 
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TV fOllOw up this offer to ensure that their confinement ta base is rigorously 

monitored. The United States commenda the Secretary-General for his prompt action 

in this matter. 

The Administrator-General also indicated his intention to restructure the 

command system of the South West African Police in the northern region over the 

coming weeks. Coupled with the removal of former Koevoet personnel from SWAPOL's 

ranks, we believe this will go far towards reducing the atmosphere of intimidation 

that has existed in northern Namibia. 

The United States welcomes the Administrator-General's announcement and 

regards it as an important step towards meeting the concerns repeatedly expressed 

by the Secretary-General, his Special Representative, the United States and other 

members of the Council and the United Nations. My Government was encouraged bY the 

news that as of 18 August more than 37,000 refugees had been repatriated to Namibia 

and that as of 12 August 575,464 members of the Namibian electorate had been 

registered to vote. we should also note that, despite the fears of some to the 

contrary, there have not been massive numbers of South Africans registering to vote. 

We will continue to watch closely this issue and others, such as the 

development of the electoral law, w hich will have a clear and direct, effect on the 

fairness of the Namibian elections. Discussions on the draft proclamations 

relating to the electoral law and to the constituent assembly are currently under 

'way between the Administrator-General and the Secretary-General's Special 

Representative in order to ensure that the legislation will fully Conform to the 

ILetter and the spirit of the settlement plan. 
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It has been a long and arduous road, but great progress has been made towards 

Namibian independence. A major factor in fostering that progress has been the 

unanimity of the Council on all major aspects of the matter, from the adoption of 

resolution 435 (1978) to date. It is vital that unanimity be maintained. 

Other recent events in southern Africa suggest that a new potential for 

positive change exists, We are under no illusion that change will come easily, but 

we are convinced that change should be encouraged. While the Security Council can 

provide guidance, it is the Secretary-General, his Special Representative and the 

members of UNTAG who must make the day-to-day decisions required for the successful 

implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) , which we all so earnestly 

seek. 

In view of the developments I have outlined and the importance of our task, 

the United States believes that it is crucial that the Security Council continue to 

provide full and united support to those officials. 

Sir Crispin TICKXELL (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland): This is the first time that I have had the opportunity formally to 

welcome you in your Chair and to wish you all success, if it be necessaryI in 

carrying out your heavy responsibilities. We also give our warm thanks to your 

predecessor. 

Sometimes it is wise to look back before looking forward, and since I last 

addressed the Council on the question of Namibia, in October 1987, the situation in 

the Territory has been transformed. With the signature of the tripartite Agreement 

between Angola, Cuba and South Africa on 22 December last year, the final obstacle 

to the implementation of the United Nations settlement plan was removed. On 

16 February this year the Council adopted resolution 632 (1989), approving the 

Secretary-General's proposals for the deployment of the United Nations Transition 

Assistance Group (UNTAG). 
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Since then, the settlement process has not been even, It was nearly wrecked 

by large-scale incursions Of forces Of the South West Africa People’s Organisation 

(s~Ap0) from Angola in early April. Thanks to careful diplomacy and pressure in 

the right places, the crisis was resolved and the settlement process was resumed. 

But if all sides honour their commitments under the settlement plan and the related 

understandings, if intimidation from any and all quarters ceases, and if the 

Namlibian political parties conduct the election campaign in the spirit of derrpcracy 

and reconciliation, then we believe that a free and fair election can take place in 

early November. 

It is against this background that the current debate is taking place. I 

think it very important that we must always keep our common objective in mind. 

That objective is simple and cannot be repeated too often: it is to create the 

XxItditions for free and fair elections which will’ allow Namibia to proceed to 

Independence in accordance with the United Nati.ons settlement plan. The Security 

!ouncil has a primary role in overseeing that process. But it cannot - and should 

lot - try to substitute for the Secretary-General and his Special Representative in 

ondlucting the detailed negotiations which will be necessary for the detailed 

mPlementation of the settlement plan. We pay tribute to the Secretary-General and 

3 Mr* Ahtisaari for the skiJ.ful and impartial way in which they have carried out 

leir duties. Like them, the Council. must not only be impartial but also be seen 

) be impartial. 

Some specific difficulties remain, and they have already been tcuched upon in 

IiS debate. One of the most serious is the continuing presence in the South West 

ric!a Police Of former members of the Counter-Insurgency Unit known as Koevoet - 

ta use the unattractive English translation, the Crowbar. We share the concerns 
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that have been expressed about the activities of these officers. The British 

Government, for its part, has lost no opportunity, both bilaterally and with 

others, to make known to the South African authorities its view that they should be 

removed from duty. The Administrator-General's announcement on 15 August that the 

remaining ex-Koevoet elements will be confined to base is a welcome step and should 

reduce the potential for intimidation in northern Namibia. We welcome the 

Secretary-General's agreement that UNTAG should monitor this process: in practical 

terms, this arrangement should do much to create the conditions for free and fair 

elections and thus meet that common objective to which I earlier referred. 

The British Government, like other Governments represented in New York, shares 

the concerns that have been expressed over aspects of the draft proclamations on 

the elections and the constituent assembly, which are currently under negotiation 

between the Special Representative and the Administrator-General. It would be 

wrong for the Council to pre-empt the outcome of these discussions. But my 

Government has indicated to the Secretary-General that he will have our full 

support if he decides to seek changes in the draft-proclamations. The Special 

Representative must be satisfied that the arrangements are fully consistent with 

the settlement plan before giving his approval to them. 

To conclude, we are entering a particularly sensitive period in Namibian 

history. No one should be in any doubt of the Council's determination to fulfil 

its responsibilities in the best interests of the Namibian people. The emergence 

of an independent Namibia as a result of free and fair elections will be of great 

significance for southern Africa as a whole. The opportunity must not be missed. 

We want to strengthen the hand of the Secretary-General and his Special 

Representative as they continue to perform their difficult task. But it would be a 

tragedy if this debate were to complicate it. 
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The PREslDENT (interpretation from French): 1 thank the representative 

of the United Kingdom for his kind words addressed to me. 

The next speaker is the representative of Nicaragua. I invite her to take a 

place at the Council table and to make her statement. 

Miss MONCADA BKHMUDEZ (interpretation from Spanish): My delegation 

wishes first to pay a tribute both to you, Sir, and to Ambassador Pejic of 

Yugoslavia, who presided over the Council in July, for the diplomatic skill and 

negotiating ability brought to bear on the difficult matters that have been brought 

before this lofty body. You have not only done honour to your Governments but also 

enhanced the prestige of the Non-Aligned Movement , of which your countries are 

distinguished metiers. 

Having considered the delicate situation existing in Namibia, and assessed the 

repeated violations of the provisions of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) 

being connritted by South Africa, my delegation has decided to come before the 

Council to add its voice to those who have expressed their concern at the 

situation, in the conviction that there was every justification for the African 

Group's request that the Council consider the situation in Namibia, so that, 

together with the Secretary-General, it might exercise an appropriate degree of 

influence to ensure that free and fair elections can be held in Namibia. Nicaragua 

.aIsO could not remain silent at a time when the lcng struggle of the Namibian 

Ipeople for independence and self-determination is at a crucial stage, calling more 

khan ever for the support of the international oomunity, 
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Since the inception of the electoral process in April 1989, the actions of the 

South African Government have been designed to obstruct in various ways the United 

Nations plan for transition towards an independent Namibia by keeping operative the 

range of repressive machinery that it has used for years to maintain its domination 

over the Namibian people. 

An example of this'is the fact that , in defiance of resolution 435 (1978), the 

notorious Koevoet forces have not been totally disbanded and that many Of its 

metiers have infiltrated the South West African Police Force from within which they 

have continued to pursue their policy of terror and intimidation and have already 

claimed a substantial number of victims , not only among menbers of the South West 

Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) and its sympathizers but also among the rural 

civilian population. 

The relative provisions of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) stipulate 

that the elections in Namibia shall take place under the supervision and control Of 

the United Nations, both during the electoral process and during the elections 

themselves as well as in certifying the results. Consequently, at each stage of 

the electoral process the Special Representative of the United Nations must be 

satisfied. 

In the legal area the preliminary drafts of legislation prepared by South 

Africa on the elections and the Constituent Assembly are a cunning manoevre to 

minimize United Nations participation in the electoral process and to manufacture 

conditions that will guarantee results favourable to South Africa and in fact 

prevent the Namibian people from exercising its right to choose its own leaders 

freely and without let or hindrance. Among other things, these sinister draft laws 

contain provisions designed to exclude Namibian patriots and to include South 

AErican and other foreigners in the voting process. Specifically, the voter 
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registration law would allow Namibia to be flooded bry South African nationals 

seeking to guarantee an electoral base of sympathisers with the apartheid system. 

At the same time, one very important requirement for the voting has been omitted 

from these draft laws, namely, the secret ballot. These draft laws also seek to 

confuse voters by establishing a lengthy and complicated voting system. 

Last 28 July, at the twenty-fifth summit of the Organisation of African Unity 

@AU), the Secretary-General reiterated that the United Nations has the mandate to 

establish the best possible conditions for enabling the Namibian people to exercise 

its right to self-determination in the form of free and balanced elections under 

United Nations supervision and control. 

The responsibilities entrusted to ,date to the Organization, however numerous 

and wide-ranging, may prove to be insufficient for the difficult task of securing 

in adverse conditions full and active compliance with the undertaking, The 

establishment of optimal electoral conditions and, ultimately, Namibian 

independence and peace are objectives that the international community has set 

itself. For this reason and because the reputation of the United Nations must be 

upheld throughout its mission in Namibia , my delegation takes the view that the 

Security Council should do its utmost and take whatever decision may be necessary 

to strengthen the role of the Secretary-General and reinforce his mandate. This 

would impress on South Africa that at this stage the Secretary-General continues to 

enjoY the full international support needed and that the eyes of the whole world 

ace focused on the elections in Namibia. 

In conclusion, let me add that my delegation has taken part in this debate in 

lzhe conviction that Nicaragua possesses the moral authority to take a stand on 

electoral processes and elections. As an independent and sovereign country, 

Nicaragua invited the Secretary-General to observe the different phases of its 
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electoral process which culminated in early general elections in February 1989. At 

the same time, we fulfilled our commitments by taking a series of measures to meet 

the concerns of the opposition, including the release of almost all fOKmer members 

of the Somoza Guards who were in prison , and at the present time preparations are 

under way to free approximately 1,240 Contras. These measures, which caused 

distress to many Nicaraguans , are part of a long list of concessions inta which it 

is not appropriate to go into detail on this occasion. However, we do invite those 

who have appointed themselves judges of elections in independent countries all 

around the world to compare the electoral processes in Namibia and Nicaragua and t0 

direct their criticism and exert pressure where that criticism and pressure belong 

in order to prevent a continuation of present irregularities, which threaten free 

and fair elections in Namibia. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative 

of Nicaragua for the kind words she addressed to ma. 

The next speaker is the representative of Uganda. I invite him to take a 

place at the Council table and to make his statement. 

Mr. KATSIGAZI (Dganda): I wish to express my delegation's warmest 

congratulations to you, Sir, on your accession to the presidency of the Security 

Council for the month of August. To us your country is a sourbe of inspiration and 

pride for its well-known role in the resolution of often complex and delicate 

issues. We are gratified to see a distinguished son of Africa and a representative 

Of a friendly non-aligned country with which Uganda enjoys very cordial relations 

at the helm of this body. Your personal qualities and distinction will definitely 

lead our deliberations to a successful conclusion, thus contributing to the final 

victory of the struggling people of Namibia. 
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I take this opportunity to offer our thanks and appreciation to 

Ambassador Pejic of Yugoslavia for the able and successful leadership he provided 

this body during the month of July. 

We regret that the Council is again seized of a debate on a matter that should 

not have arisen in the first instance were it not for South Africa's deliberate 

Policy of treachery , rebellion and belligerence against the international community 

in general and against this Council in particular. South Africa has not given up 

its dream of designing and creating a constellation of States around its borders 

that would make that region safe for apartheid. 

The situation in Namibia remains a matter of disappointment and frustration 

because of South Africa's continued illegal occupation and scandalous activities in 

the Territory. South Africa's past and present behaviour in Namibia is a revealing 

experience for all of us. It is well known for scheming, and in its scheme of 

things South Africa sees only two options regarding Namibian independence: first, 

that Namibia does not attain independence. If it does, then such independence must 

be handed over to South Africa's internal puppets , who will remain under the'full 

control and manipulation of the Pretoria r&gime. 

It was not a mere accident that in 1966 South Africa rejected outright both 

General Assembly resolution 2145 (XXI) terminating its Mandate over Namibia and the 

ruling by the International Court of Justice of 21 June 1971 by which that supreme 

body declared South Africa's occupation of Namibia illegal and urged it to withdraw 

from the Territory. It was equally no surprise that South Africa required a time 

frame of over a decade since the adoption of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) 

on 29 September 1978 before yielding to international pressure to put in place the 

United Nations settlement plan for Namibia. This was essentially because the cost 

of its adventurism had become prohibitive, both in military and economic terms. 
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We urge the Co&c11 to assume its full responsibility a&d adopt those 

recommendations unanimously. Such a positive gesture on the part of the Council 

will be a commendable step towards restoring confidence among the people of Namibia 

at this late but critical hour of their independence process. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative 

Of Uganda for his kind words addressed to me,. 

In view of the lateness of the hour, I propose to adjourn the meeting now. 

With the agreement of the metiers of the Council, the next meeting of the COUnCil 

to continue its consideration of the item on its agenda will take place this 

afternoon at 4 o'clock. 

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m. 


