UNITED } s

NATIONS
\y”’ q?/ Security Council
\{A Ay } | UNI ['RDADV
7S - B PROVIS IONAL
I t
AlG 21 1989 S/PV.2878
. ) . 18 August 1989
UN/SA COLLe1iON
k : ENGLISH
PROVISIONAL VERBATIM REQORD OF THE TWO THOUSAND
EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-~EIGHTH MEETING
Held at Headgquarters, New York,
on Friday, 18 August 1989, at 10.30 a.m.
President: Mr. DJIOUDI ' (Alger ia)
Menbers: Brazil . ' Mr. FACHINI GOMES
Canada .Mr. FORTIER
China | |  Mr. LI Luye
Colombia ‘ ' Mr. PENALOSA
Ethiopia . Mr. TADESSE
Finland ‘ . Ms. RASI
France Mr. GAUSSOT
Malaysia Mr. HASMY
Nepal Mr. RANA
Senegal - , Mrs. DIALILO
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Mr. IOZINSKY
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
-~ Northern Ireland Sir Crispin TICKELL
United States of America Mr. OKUN

Yugoslavia Mr. KOTEVSKI

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and
interpretations of speeches in the other languages. The final text will be printed
in the Official Records of the Security Council.

Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They should be
sent under the signature of a member of the delegation concerned, within one week,
to the Chief, Official Records Editing Section, Department of Conference Services,
room DC2-750, 2 United Nations Plaza, and incorporated in a copy of the record.

89-61119/A 2441V (E)



ms/3 s/pPv,2878
. ) .

The mee ting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.
THE SITUATION IN NAMIBIA

LETTER DATED 10 AUGUST 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF GHANA TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY (OUNCIL (S/20779)

IETTER DATED 10 AUGUST 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF Z IMBABWE TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/20782)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): In accordance with decisions

‘taken at the previous meetings on this item, I invite the representative of Ghana
to take a place at the Council table; I invite the representat:wes of Angola,
Burundi, Cameroon, Cuba, Egypt, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Mali, ngeria, Sou th
Africa, the United Repubhc of Tanzania and Zambia to take the places reserved for

them at the side of the Council Chamber.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Gbeho (Ghana) took a place at the

Council table; Mr. Diakenga Serao (Angola), Mr. Niyungeko (Burundi), Mr. Engo

(Cameroon), Mr. Oramas Oliva (Cuba), Mr. Badawi (BEgypt), Mr. villagran de Leon

(Guatemala), Mr. Dasqupta (India), Mr. Tarmidzi (Indonesia), Mr. Diakite (Mali),

Mr. Garba (Nigeria), Mr. Shearar (South Africa), Mr. Mongella (United Republic of

Tanzania) and Mr. Zuze (Zambia) took the places reserved for them at the side of

the Council Chamber .

The PRESIDENT (interpretétion from French): I should like to inform the

Council that I have received 1etters from the representatives of Bangladesh,
Nicaragua, 'Paki‘stan and Ugaﬁda, in which they request to be invited to participate
in the discussion of the item on the Council's agendé.~ In conformit-y‘ wi't-;h the |
usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to 1nv1te those

representatlves to pa:t:.c1pate in the dlscussmn. without  the nght ‘to vote, in 3
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accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's
provisional rules of procedure.
- There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Mohiuddin (Bangladesh),

Miss Moncada Bermudez (Nicaragua), Mr. Umer (Pakistan) and Mr. Katsigazi (Uganda)

took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council will

now resume its consideration of the item on its agenda.
The first speaker is the representative of Cuba. I invite him to take a place

at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr. ORAMAS OLIVA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): I should like at

the outset, Mr. President, to congratulate you on assuming the presidency of the
Security Council for August, a month that promises to be complex and full of urgent
tasks for this principal organ of the United Nations. We are confident that with
your experience and wisdom you will prove able to overcome all obstacles and set us
on a course that will guarantee peace, stability and security\for all the members
of the international community. |

We must also warmly congratulate the Permanent Represehtative of Yugoslavia,
whose able presidency during July was highly appreciated and has been commended by
everyone.,

On 25 December 1988, on the occasion of the signing of the tripartite
agréements intended to establish permanent peace in the south-west of Africa,
Isidoro Malmierca, Cuba's Fofeign Minister, said:

"But these are not times for rhetoric. No matter who says them, words
cannot change facts. We are hére at United Nations Headquarters because after

10 years 6f high-handed and haughty defiance of the will of the international

community, as expressed in Security Council resolution 435 (1978) on the

independence of Namibia, the possibilify of bringing to an end the illegal
occupation of Namibia has finally opened up, so that the Territory may cease
to be a colonial deéendency‘of South Africa and become an independent,
sovereigﬁ State."”

Hardly eight months later the African countries, with the unqualified support
of the Non-Aligned Movement, have found themselves obliged to call for these
meetings of the Security Council £o analyse carefuliy and to denounce and rectify
Vthe irregularities and violations that are being committed by the colonial Power,
South Africa, in the process of the implementation of resolution 435 (1978) and the

plan for Namibia's independence.
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We very much appreciate the efforts of the Secretary-General, Javier Perez de
Cuellar, and his ceaseless endeavours to ensure that the independence progeSS'in
Namibia takes place as plamned, without let or hindrance, and to ensure a\suitable
climate for the holding of free and fair elections in Namibia as scheduléd. But
the Security Council also has the prime responsibility of preventingr, through the
exercise of its authority, any continuation of the events that have been denounced
over and over by broad sectors of the international community, events that éré now,
with more than half the transition period over, tending to get worse and to make it
increasingly difficult for the Namibian people to exercise its legitimate and
inalienable sovereign rights.

Cuba is concerned about the possibility that South Africa's total or partial-
non-compl iance with the agreements may slow ddwn or hamper the process now under
way. That is why we not only support thé Security Council in the exercise of its
responsibilities, but urge it to shoulder those responsibilities, which it camot
give up, and exhaustively to examine the facts-and consider the most appropriate
measures and fecommendations to guarantee the rapid, effective and complete
implementation of resolution 435 (1978).

My country is scrupulously playing its part under the agreements aimed at
contributing to a peaceful resolution of the cénflict-in the south—wesé of Africa
and to the independence of Namibia, as the Cuban authorities have repeatedly
reporﬁed and as has been confirmed by the relevant United Nations bodies. For us
it is difficult to believe that we can stand idly by as the so—called
anti-insurgency forces, thé Koevoet, instead of being disbanded, are inqorporated
into the police forces of the colonial.administration‘in Namibia to continue
harassing and intimidating the Namibian people and muidering activists belonging to

the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), the legitimate represehtative
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of the interests ;nd aspirations of the people of Namibia; There must be no
subterfuge; the Koevoet forces must be disbanded as soon as possible. -

Cuyba cannot believe that the Councilvwill fail to heed the inﬁernational
clémour for the release of all political prisoners in Namibia and the total
elimination of discriminatory and restrictive laws. Nor can we éonceive of failure
to take measures to thwart the plans of the colonial'Power'tb put thousands of
South African citizens on the Namibian electoral lists and to carry out manoeuvres
to hamper, through illegal proclamations, the sovereign_right of the Namibian
people freely to chdose théir ownrfuture leaders, without let or hindrance.

If colonialism is hateful, even more hateful is neo-colonial domination. If
we do not check the maﬁoeuvres with which Namibia is ﬁow threatened, we sha;l have
to deal with a neo-colonized territory wbose fate and that of its’inhabiﬁantS'wiil
be manipulated from Pretoria.

Therefore, we must demand absolute respect for the physical and moral safety
.of the thousands of Namibians who had to léave their ﬁomes because of racist
repression and who are now returning to their homeland‘to exercise their‘right‘to 
choose, and themselves to be elected, without any kind of pressure or coercion. In
that context, the permanent danger faced,bf the leaders of SWAPO in Namibia gives
particular cause for concern. . It is the duty of us all to ﬁfotect their lives.

The key to the success of the process now under way in Namibia is tq thwart
any manoeuvre by those who are trying to hamper the implementation of resolution
435 (1978), and to ensure that the resolution is scrupulously followed to tﬁe
letter, and in the spirit in which it was framed. We are prepared to continue
lending our modest support to that end. ”

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative

of Cuba for his kind words addressed to me.
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Mr. HASMY (Malaysia):.llt gives me and m& delegation great satisfaction

and pride in seeing §ou, Sir, the representative and a disﬁinguished'son'of
fraternal Algeria, presiding over,the Council dﬁring this ménth of August. Jwe know
of yéur prern diplomatiC’skills, vast e#periéncevéﬁd admirable personal qualitieé
and'are, therefore, assured that you will providé effedtiVe leadership inrthe‘
Council. I would also like to pay a tribute to your predecessor, Ambéssador Pejic
of Yﬁqoslavia, for‘his skilful and efféctive‘stewardship of the Council dufing the
rather active‘month of July. | |

We are meeting here todéy amidst disturbing reports on the siﬁuation in
Namibia. We have been informed by practically eve:? speaker during this debate
that, despite the deployment of‘theFUnited Nations Transition Assistance Group
(UNTAG) in the Territory in pursuance of the sgttlement,plan,vSouth.Africé has beén
less than faithful, to say the léast, in implementing the plan. The complaint |
: aboutASouth Africa's non-compliance of the Council's resolution 435 (1978) has been
clearly and stronély presented in this lofty body. It has to do with South
Afriéa‘syretention of the services of the notorious Koevoet as a continued
instrument of intimidation, ﬁarassment'and wdrée. It hag‘to.do with the
Administrator—General's ‘manipulation of the Namibian poliﬁicél process, including
the drafting of pétently ﬁnfair and objectionable voter registration'and
constituéﬁtkéssémbly_laws, the enfranchisement of many South Africans and the
disenfrénchisement,of a qonsiderabie number of ﬁamibians, as Weil as his afrogation'
of vast powers unto himself, including the power ofvveto and the purse over fhe |
vconstitdent assenbly. It’also involves the cbntinued detentioﬁ of politicaln
prisoners. Cleérly, the\object of these actions is to ensure a piiant.«indééd
compliant, Namibia thét would bé utterly dependent on Séuth Africa.

Those repérts indicating that all is not weil,inside Namibia are not the

cohcoction'of the South West Africa People's Orgahization (SWAPQO), as we have been
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asked to believe. They‘have beenicorroborated by 1ndependent observers of the
Namibian political scene, including those from this great bastion of democracy, the
United States, and have been documented and commented on by the international
press. The details of those'non-compliance measures by South Africa have been
exposed by preceding speakers, particularly the Chairman of the African Group, who
requested this debate, and the Chairman of the front- 11ne States, and- I shall
therefore not elaborate on them for the sake of brev1ty. Suffice it to say that

those reports have painted a very disturbinc picture of the transition situation in
Namibia, far different from the one the Council had been entrusted to ensure.? The
veracity of the reports is no longer beyond question. What.is in question in the
minds of many people, not least the people of Namibia, is the role and
responsibility of the Councillin ensuring fair and free.elections in’the H
Territory. It is a question that we the Members of the Council must respond to in |
~ the most appropriate'way we’can.: |

Malaysia shares the deep concern felt by many members of the Council, and many
outside the Council, about the 51tuation in Namlbla. It is committed, as is the
rest of the international community, to ensuring the expeditious reallzation of‘ther
settlement plan. Indeed, it has a special 1nterest to do so, not least.for’the
reason that its soldiers have been privileged to serve in,usherinq in a free and
independent Namibia. We fully endorse the position taken by the Movement of
Noanligned Countries, as expressed in the communiqué of their Co—ordinating Bureau
of 10 August. We also share the concerns of the Movement, as ex:pressed recently by
its Chairman to the Presxdent of the Council and to the Secretary-General.

My Government believes that 1t is 1mperat1ve that the Security Council, which
‘ has a primary role and responsibility in ensuring the transition of Namibia to full
independence through free and fair elections, fully discharge its role and |

regponsibility without fear or favour.
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The Council must. ensure that South Africa étriétly adheres ﬁb its commitments
and obligations‘under resolution_435 1978) and carries out its full /
.implementation. South Africa must not be allowed toichange the ground rules it had
 itself agréed to ip £he settlementrplan. It must Cease forthwith its attempts_to
subverﬁ the will of the Council and‘of‘the international community, as eﬁbodied in

that plan. It must desist from any effort to manipulate the internal situatiqn in
Namibia, by virtué of its administrativé authority, to influence the outcbme of the ‘
elections ip its favodr.i It must reéist thé_temptation,to legislate 1aws'that are‘
intended to favour itself and its political‘allies.in Namiba. Itrhustvnotﬁturn a
déaf ear‘tb the appeaié of the international coﬁmunity;,it must respond promptly
and adequately by creating condiiiohs for the smooth t;aﬁsfer of'power and
sovereignty to the Namibian people. South Afriéa muét give'up its designs to
coﬁtrol post-independence Namibia as its own political and_admini;trative
appendage. It must be prepared to treat its neighbour as anrindependent, sovergign
.nation, as it will be t;eéted by the rest of the world.' Namibia dese:ves'and’
expects nothing less. k | |

In urging prompt and effegtive‘acgion,by the Council, my delegation is mindful
of the pivoﬁal role of the Secretary—Genéral in this entire exe:éise. I wish to
,ﬁake this opportunity to pay thg highest t;ibutg to him for his untiriﬁg efforts in
trying to secure South African cdmpliance wiﬁh the provisiohs of resolution 7
435 (1978). We are gratified that his personal involﬁemen;'andfefforts in the
Namibian exercise have had an overall salﬁtary efféct."We are particuléfy_
gratified that the Secretary-General'skefforts, aé well as'those éf others,iwhiéh
have had inflpence on South Africa, have resulted in the latest response by»
Pretoria, as detailed in the Admiﬁistrator—Generalfs recént'statemenﬁ.
.Uﬁfortunately, this respbnse is a qualified one, full of ééveats,.and’it falls far

short of our expectations.
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We are also érateful ﬁo the SecretaryéGeneral for speaking out on what he
perceives are the remaining obséaéles to the full and smooth implementation of the
settlemeht plan. We must not allow him to sbldier on alone in his arduous tasks.
We must provide him ané his Special-Representative in Namibia with thé strongest
support ye cah muster in their current and future efforts ih’ensufing the jusﬁ, |
fair and expeditious implementation of resolution 435 (1978).

To this end, my delegatioﬁ supports the préposal for thevadoption of a
resolution at the end of this debate which would,~inter>alia, call for South»
Africa's full and unequivocal compliance with the épirit and letter of :esblution
435v(1978), reiteraﬁe the Council's responsibility on the full impleméntation of
the settlement planband expressvstrong support for the‘SéCretary—Genefal's efforts
» in this exercise. My delegétion believes that such a resolution wouild have thev

desired effect of emphasizing, once again, and once and for all, the céntrality of
the role of the United Nations and, in particular, this Council in the
impiementatioh of the Namibia plan. We believe that ﬁhe proposed‘resolution and
this debate itself will serve to bolster the position of thexSecretéry-Geneial and
his Special Representative in’dealing witﬁ the‘situatiOn, r;ther than to undermine
it. In my delegation's view, this woﬁld be-the single most important contribution
of this series of meefings. |
It would, of course, be easier for us members of this Council to sit back and -

not rock the boat, as'it were, and let the‘tiansition process roll on, with minima;
fuss, so that thelindependence‘of Namibia would be réalizedkin good time. It'wquld
be easier”and less vexatjous for the Council to 1e£ the Secreﬁary-General labour on
with his task with as little “interfeténée" as possible, and congrétulate ourselves
'Qhen South Africa eVentually grants independehce to Namibia. But given the
diéturbing situation in ﬁamibia,'as we have been told, such an "independence" woqld

be a hollow victory for the long-suffering people of Namibia, as it would be for
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the Council too.r.Indeed, such an attitude on our part would be a dergliction of 4"
our responsibility and a sure recipe not for peace and stabiiity in Namibia but
réneWed conflict, with ali the attendant consequences to the Territory and thev
entire region. >Sure1y, as custodian of the hdpes and aspirations of the Namibian

péople, that is not a legacy the Council wbuld like to leave behind.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative

of Mélaysia for his kind words addressed to me.

Mr. PENALOSA\(Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish)? Mr. President,’my
delegation would ]ikebfirst of all to express its satisfaction at seeing Algeria
occupying the presidency of the Council this month. Colombia enjoys close links of
friendship and co—operétion with Algeria, a country that’has also béen non-aligned'
for many years and whose skilful leadership role in the international arena we much
admire. We also welcome the fact that Ambassador Djoudi snould be occupying the
presidency, since his long and successful diplomatic career and his well-~-known
abilities guarantee the success of the Council's work.

Similarly, we express our appreciation for the able and devoted manner in
which Ambassador Pejic of Yngoslavia discharged his duties as President of the
Council last month.

As a member of the United Nations Council for Namibia since its inception,
Colomhia has always looked forward hopefully to the day when Namibia would gain its
independencé and beginrlife as a free nation under an effective democracy system.
That is why my delegation is deeplylconcerned at thé fact that we should continue
to receive’numefous reports of irregulérities in the implementation of the plan for
Namibian independence. It is similarly cause for concern that such irregularities |
should today be viewed as jeopardizing the outcome of the approachiné elections and
giving rise to unforeseeable consequences.

The process of‘Namibian independence is now in one of its most delicate
phases. That is why I do not consider it appropriate to reiterate the list of
excesses committed by the occupiers against the p;nple and the resources of the
Tetriﬁory. However, we do consider it necessary for the Council to shoulder its

respbnsibilities in the process and unanimously support the Secretary-General's
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endeavours 'in the search for a peaceful transition to independence that will enable
the Namibian people to hegin their life as a State free of internal ill-will and
founded on a consensus of national) autonomy and on progress.‘

My delegation appreciates the complexity and the difficulties involved in
carryipg out all the measures needed to ensure that this independence process is
brought to a successful concluéion, but we also believe that understanding,
goodwill and compliance with previously agreed upon standards provide the
indispensable basis in the search for appropriate solutions to problems that
necessarily arise in such delicate situations.

Today we wish to state that we support the nine recommendations placed before
the Council on 16 August by the Chairman of the African Group, the repgesentative
of Ghana. With regard to those recommehdations, my vaernment,is particularly

“concerned about the draft law that will regulate the constituent assembly and the
limitations it places upon the assembly. We are certain that the
Secretary-General, through his Special Representative, is raising this matter with
the South African authorities.

To conclude, I wish to reiterate my delegation's resolute support fbr the
endeavours being pursued by the Secretary-General on behalf of our Organization,

‘for we believe that at this stage in the process it is inadvisable that some of the
fundamental aspects of resolution 435 (1978) shouid become the subject of

unilateral interpreﬁations that might compromiée not only the process itself but

indeed the credibility of the parties involved.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative
of Colombia for his kind words addressed to me.
Ms. RASI (Finland): I wish to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption

of the presidency of the Security Council for this month. Your diplomatic skill
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will lead our work to a successful conclusion. You:repregent a cquntry‘with which
hy country, Finland, enjoys good relations and constructive co-operation.

I also wish to pay tribute to Ahﬁassador Pejic of Yugoslavia for his
distinguished services to the Council last month.

Namibia's indeéendence figured prominently on the’agenda of the Security
Council when Finland joined the Council at the beginning ofrthis year. Iﬁ has
remained one of our main preoccupations ever.since. Finland's own éssoéiation with
Namibia and the cause of Namibian independence of’course goeé'much farther back.
With the other members of the Security Council we share‘the determination to.énsure‘ '
that‘the Namibian people will éstablish its own sovereignbgovetnmenf thfough a-
peaceful constitu:ional process, monitored and assisted bj tﬂe United Nations.

More than 800 Finnish nationals, now serving with the United Nations Transition
ASsistance Gréup (UNTAG) in Namibia, are directly involved in this process.

We never expected that the transition process, witb ail its‘elements of
reducing military strengtﬁ, checking the exercise of police functions, reéatriating
refugees and registering voters, énd with‘many othervduties, would bé éasy ahd' 
smooth, In4fact, the shgcks and challenges ehcountered_at the very begihning were
staggering. What is important now is that the independence process, ha§ing gbpe
through some delays and adjustmenté, is on the whole baék on track,. The overriding
concern is to ensﬁre that free and féir elections are held at the appointed time
with wide participation. |

The present debate in the Security Council cannot, in our opinion,‘have an&
other purpose than to call upon everyone concerned to work for this goal’énd assure
the Secretary-General of our continued suppoft in his task of guiding-ﬁhe

activities of UNTAG.
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During the recent weeks and monthe _vlruch attention has been given to r)roblems
related to the operations of the South West Africen Police. The nrnnber of police
"mom.tors in UNTAG has already been increased. My Government is now and niil be in
the future ready to support further additions to the compos:.t:.on and resources of
UNTAG that the Secretary-General considersv necessary. Of course, we elso welcome
the recent announcement by the Administrator-General that the so-called
counter~insurgency con\ponent m the South West African ‘Police will now be confined
to bases. We look forward to further steps by the South African z_xuthorities that
could help to vdispe]‘. still pr_evailing doubts about the commitment of South Africa
to the full implementation of Security Council reéolution‘ 435 (1978). '

We are aware also of other current problems in addition to those concerning
the actions of the South West African Police. Intimidation and violence must not
be allowed to interfere with the peaceful conduct of the eiectoral campaigm All ‘
outstanding issues concerning the full‘ release of political prisoners must be
resolved. The return of Namibian refugees and other expatriates must be’ |
completed. The registration of voters must be successfully concluded‘.in the whole
country.

Much is at stake, but the final goal - av free and 1ndependent Nam1b1a ~ is

already in sight.
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\The PRESIDENT (interpretation from FrenCh): I thank the representative

of Finland for the kind words she addressed to me.

Mr. KOTEVSKI (Yugoslavia): I~havé the great hbnouf and satisfaction to
extené to you, Sir, sincere congratulatiohs on the occasion éf your assumption of
thé‘presidency of the Security Council. The satisfaction I feel over thé Security
Council's being presided over at this important juﬁcture of its deliberétions’by
the rebtesentative of Algeria - a,;quntry whose principled non-aligned policy and
constructive involvement enjoy world?wide.respect‘ahd with which Yugoslavia has
maintained close and friendly relations evér since the time of the anti-colonial
revolutién - would hardly be adequately expressed if I did not point out my
profound personal appreciation of your exceptionalrdiplomatic skills and the
reputation that you, Sir, enjoy among all your colleagues. The wisdom and
experience with which you have already conducted the Council's business guarantee
that you will this time again discharge your duties effectiveiy. In so doing, you
can alﬁays codnt on the full support, understanding and co-operation of my
delegétidn.

We are again discussing the question of Namibia, thch, for a number of years
now has fo;yvarious reasons figured as one of the most prominent issues oh,the‘
agenda of many United Nations debaﬁes, in particular those inbthe'Security Council.

Yet today's debate comes at a tiﬁg when Naﬁibia is at an historic crossroads
and when pfospects are fihally being opened to the Namibian people freely to
exercise its right to self;determination and achieve its long-awaited
vindependence.> In this context the Security Council has an historical
responsibility and a delicate task to bring the efforts of many long years to their

final stage. The attainment of genuine independence by Namibia through the process
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of free and fair elections will finelly bringrabOut juetice to a peoplefthet'
deserVeSfit‘no less than any other and peace and security to an area_that has~longb‘
been ene of the most dangerous trouble spots in therworld.

"Ihe‘role of the Security Council in the proeess of Namibia's accession to -
independence is well and widely known. However, for the record and for -those who
may stili entertain different thoughts, let me repeat: the only generally accepted
basisrfor the solution of this»problems is the settlement plan wetked~oet by the
 Security Council. The Security Council is therefore duty-bound to ensure
consistent and epeedy implementation of resolution 435 (1978) in its originaliand
definitive form.,

Less than three months remain untii the crueial event of this wﬁole process,
the elections that should determine the fate of Namibia and the Namibian people.
Yet, we arerstill‘faced with exceptionally serious difficulties in the
implementation of the United Nations plen.'

Despite the explicit'provisions of the United Nations plae and the consistent
calls by the Secretary-General and’the Security Council, South'Africa has failed to
disband tﬁe units and the commend‘etructure of the'infamouerOevoet, whose meﬁbers}
iﬁtegtated into the South West Africa Police'(SWAPOL), continue to spread;terrot
and to herass and intimidate the population. There'can'be‘no jtstification
‘ wﬁatsoever for such_behaviour by the South African anthorities. Various pretexts
to justify the continued activities of Koevoet are absolutelf‘unacceptable;‘ The.
recent statement of the Administrator-General in which he exéreSsed his readiness
to confinerl,ZOO menbere of Koevoet to their ‘bases is a step fofward,{but we
‘consider it insufficient since resolution 435'(1978) requires their unconditionel’
and immediate disbandment. |

ﬁegrettably, thishis not the only instance of violation of the provisions of

. the settlement plan. Most of the provisions contained in the draft election
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proclamation prepared by the Administrator-ceneral_are ambiguous and raise
legitimate'doﬁbts that there is the intention of undermining the position of one of
the principal partieé in Namibia, namely, the South West Africa People's
Organization (SWAPO), and to provide the Administrator-General with powers and
authority that go far beyond those envisaged by the Security Counéil ih i;s
resolution 435 (1978).

Further proéf of South Africa's non-compliance with the terms: of the
settlement plan is the.féct that the local media, which are by and largeicontrolled
by South Africa, are campaigning full blast against SWAFO witﬁ the purpose»of '

‘ discré,diting it and in that way influencing the outcome of the elections. |

Those afe only some of the most glaring examéles of the‘serious‘violations of
the provisions of the settlement plan which are causing great concern among thé
non-aligned countries and the internétional commun ity as a whole, since they are
widely considered as an impediment to free and faif elections.

It is therefore absolutely necessary thét the Security Council resoclutely and
immediately put an’end to all violations of the provisions éf the settlement plan.
It ‘is the duty of the Security Council to ensure that all involvedkparties strictly
abide by the obligations they have assumed without putting any conditions on it.

Full respect for the letter and spirit of Security Council 435 (1978) and its

implementatioh in good faith are an absolute imperative and a cmdit;io,sine qua_non
to bring this historic process to an end. |

This time agaih Yugoslavia wishes to express its full support for the
Secretaryméenerai in his tireless éfforts to‘bring about a successful outcome of '
this unprecedented and probably most’delicate operation the United Nations has;ever
embarked upon. The Secretary-General has been entrusted by the Security Council

with an exceptionally complex task and the Security Council must continue to rally
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behind him in his endeavours at this crucial stage of the implementation of the
United Nations plan.

The current debate én.the question of Namibia isvtherefore»perceived as
ensur{ng vigorous'andrunited action by tﬁe SeCurity Council aimed at strengthening
the efforts of the Secretary-Generalrand removing all remaining obétacies to the
implementation of Security Council resolutioﬁ 435 (1978) so as to create conditions
for free andrfair elecpions and ensure the United Nations role, envisaged by the
settlement plan, of supervising and éontrolling these electibns.

We have now come to the end of the road that is about to enable the people of
Namibia to decide on its own destiny in accordance with'its inalienable right to
self~determination, freedoﬁ and  independence. The Security Coﬁncil is duty-bound
to see to it that that right is exercised fully and denncratically. "No effort must
be spared, no difficulty and obstacle left unsurmounted, if we are to respond tb4
our historic résponsibility and welcome to our fold a new Member of our

Organization - a genuinely independent and free Namibia.

fThe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative .
of»Yugoslavia for the kind words he addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Indonesia. I invite him to take a
Place at the Council table and to make his statement. J

Mr, TARMIDZI (Indonesia): On behalf of the delegation of Indonesia I

should like through you, Mr. President, to thank the Security Council for acceding
~ to our request to participate in this important debate on Némibia.
Allow me at the'outset to express to you, Sir, my delegation's warm

congratulations on your assumption of the presidency of the Council for this

month. Your wealth of experience and diplomatic skill gives us confidence that the
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deliberations on an issue of great importance to Africa and to the-international
community as a whole will be guided £o a successful cénclusion.

At the same time, I should also like to pay a well-deserved tribute to your
predecessor, Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic of Yugoslavia, for the exemplary manner in
which he led the Council's work during the month of July.

At the request of the Chairman of the Group of African States and the Chairman
of the Co—ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Countries, the Security Council, has
been convened to consider a matter of far-reaching implications for the future of
Namibia. 1In this regard it hardly needs reiteration thét the decolonization of the
Territory is the unique responsibility of the United‘Nations and thu$ represents a
solemn moral and legal obligation which devolves on all Member States. For
Indonesia; this duty also stems from ité membership, since its inception, -in the
United Nations Council for Namibia, the United Nations organ charged by the

Organization to administer the Territory until independence.
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Consequently my delegation is participating in the Security Council's debate
today to express Indonesia'sideep concern over the disturbing developments in
Namibia as they have unfo1ded since the initiation of the implementation of
Security Council resolutions 629 (1989) and 632 (1989), as well as General Assenbly
resolution 43/232 of 1 March 1989. |

Our mounting indignation was prompted by the shocking killing of many
Namibians at the commencement of the United Nations plan's implementation.' The
outrage ef_the international community over the armed clashes in northern Namibia,
which started on 1 April, was fully justified, particularly .in the light of/the
concerns expressed early on about the need for a sufficient number of military
persennel in UNTAG to prevent intimidation and to ensure the safe return of
refugees and their free participation in the electoral procees. Since that tragic
incident South Africa has continued to engage in serious irregularities which
cannot butbundermine the transition as it relates to restoring confidence among the
people of Namibia that they can freely participate in the elections without fear of
coercion and intimidation from the ubiquitous South African forces. Indeed
virtually every~day new revelations come to the fore concerning South Africa's open
defiance of the agreed terms of the transitidn process.

The representative of Ghana, on behalf of the Group of African States, in his
statement before the Council recorded some major concerns regarding the situation
in Namibia - among others; the continued intimidation -and harassment of Namibians
by South Africa's despised Roevoet forces for the launching of a Campaign of
disinformation against SWAPO. They paint a ‘compelling picture of the reign of
terror designed to impede the participation of SWAPO and its supporters in the
transition process and to undermine the impartiality of the forthcoming elections

in the Territory.
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Thus, while theﬁe is no need for mé to go into further details, my delegation 7
must register its particular concern over the incomplete,dismantling'of all
paramilitary and other irregulat South'Africah forces and the'command structures of
the South West Africa Territorial Force. We also are aware of disturbing reports.
that‘South African arhs are being stbred for use by irregular troops that can be
rapidly remobilized -on short notice. Furthermore there are unacéepﬁable$;aws
conceﬁning registration and election;‘including the issuance of ﬁaﬁibian idéntity
card§ to non-Namibians. |

Clearly South‘Africé cannot hide behind the ploy of demanding»impartiality on
the part of the international community as a’means,to silence international
condemation of thesé gross violations of the terms ofrthe,transition proéess and
South Africa's obligations contained therein. Indeed, as the occupying Power Séuth 
Africa must not be allowed to évadeAthe onus of :esponsibility to»thg‘international
community for its attempts to subvert.and manipulate the implemenﬁation'of the
United Nations plan in order to confihue its coldnial hold over'ﬁqmibia.

Iﬁ the midst of these provocations, we comménd the conétructi?e attitude of
SWAPO, particularly itsléeaceful and ordetly nation-wide mbbilizatiqn campaign.
despite the continued existence of ;epressive and discriminatozxulaws, in order to
educate the Namibianrpeoplerand tokenSﬁre that they understand ﬁhe electorél
process. It is essential in this rega:d that thebrightvof’SWAPO td.engage‘in
political activity,bincluding the mdbilization of its,supporters, be. safequarded.
Likewiser all Namibian réfugees should bé enébled imnlédiate;y to. return to Namibia
in dignity and safeﬁy and be provided with the necessary‘humanita;ian assistance
and aid. As to the electoral process, it must be free of‘ftaud and~mahipuLation-.
The Namibian people must be aésuredvthat they will be able to_exeicise.their

franchise free of fear and intimidation.:
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In the view of my delegation; the only way,to‘put an effective end to the
illegal occupation of Namibia by South Africa and to bring about the prderly
decolonization of the Territory is by scrupulously implementing Secgrity Council
resolution 435 (1978). The fundamental objective of that resolution is Namibian

 independence through free and fair'electiens devoid of intimidetion and
interference. ‘Any‘issues which arise in the implementation of the resolution must
be resolvea in‘light of this single overriding consideration.

In the face of South Africa's open defiance, he trust the Security Council
will act resolutely and with a sense of urgency to reassert its authority. We hope
that the Council will speak with one~VOice in condemning the terror campaign waged
by South Africa against the civilizian population in Namibia and in demanding that.
it desist forthwith from such éractices. South Africa must be cpmpelied to comply
with all of its obligations in the transition process. In tﬁis it ie the
United Nations alone that is charged with the sole responéibility of.supervisiqn
and control over the tfansition process and in the realization of the

eUnited Nations plan in its original and definitive forﬁ.

In this connection as well, my delegatidﬁ would like fo express its high
regard for the tireless efforts of oer esteemed Secretery—General tp achieve
faithful implementation of the Namibian independence plan. The international
conmunity’should extehd its full support to him in.wo;king tb achieve |
VSouth Africe's;eempliance.

Ultimate;yrit is this Council which can and must withdut delay address the

. serious situation in Namibia by aeSerting its eutho;ity unéef resolution 435 (i978}
and thereby establishing the reqﬁisite conditions . for eonducting a free and fair -

election in Namibia.
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In conclusion, my delegation wishes to reiterate its full solidarity with and
support for Namibia and its fraternal people in their'quest’for the restoration of

a free and independent Namibia.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Ikthank the representative
of Indonesia for the kind words he addressed to me. |

Mr. FORTIER (Canada) (interpreeation from French): On mynownrbehalf‘aﬁd
on behalf of my delegation; i should like at the outset te convey to you, Sir, our
warmest congratulations on your assumption of the presidency of the»
Security Council for August. Yoﬁr“diplomatic talents and yOur'skill.as a
nego;iator guarantee that yeu will conduct an exemplary preSidencya At such an
important time in the work of the‘Council; we are confident we are in good hahds.

I should also like to congratulate my friend ané colleague thevPermanEnt

Representative of Yugoslavia on the masterly fashion iﬁ which he:conduéted the
proceedings of the Coﬁﬁcil last month.

(continued in English)

Canada welcomes these formal meetings of the Security Council on‘Namibia'asean
expression of the Couneil's continuing responsibility forvthe important task it
undertook in the Territory and as an opportunity to address certain major concerns
we all share. Six monthsuafter the C0unci1's-ehabling resolution 632 (1989)

launched Namibia's ﬁransition»to independence, a stock-taking is indeed timely.
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After the longwyears when implementation was!not possible and after a most
difficult beginning in April, we have indeed come.a long way in a short time. The
' withdrawal of South African forces and the demobilization‘and disarming of
territorial foroes were carried out on schedule. Thekgeneral‘amnesty and the”
repeal of repressive legislation were substantial in themselves and are open to

further strengthening..‘The return of many thousands of refugees;‘some‘exiled for a
whole - generation, is almost complete. Political detainees haue been’released'by‘
both parties to the confllct. Perhaps most heartenlng, fully 83 per cent of
estimated ellgxble Nam1b1ans have demonstrated the1r commitment to the process by
reglstering to vote a month before the deadllne.. Nevertheless, even- the progress
thus:far, important as it is; should not cause us to underestimate the continulng
potential for difficulty on Namibia‘sblong roadvto‘independencer

None of the accomplishments I have referredvto has>come easily. They have in
part reflected the perseverance and ‘the p1a1n hard work of the Secretary-General,
his Special Representatlve and Deputy Spec1a1 Representative, and hundreds of
military, police and.civilian‘personnel of ‘the United Nations'Transltion Assistance
Group (UNTAGj; We take this ocoasion to pay a trihute to‘their dedicationiv
impartiality and personal commitment to‘Namibia's freedom.” “

| Canada, as a key sponsor of the original settlement'planvunder resolution
7435 (1978), has worked to support the plan s implementatlon in all pract1ca1 ways.
Our commitment has taken such forms as prompt f1nancia1 contrlbutlons, substant1a1
aid for refugee repatriation, early troop deployment, the supply of ballot boxes
and techn1cal expertise on electoral matters. We also 1n1t1ated a serles of joint
démarches for the release of all political detalnees, and we have helped_a number
of independentrobserverswto visit Namibia to,ensure maximum transparency oflthe‘

electoral process.
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The recent announcement of the plans to remove former Koevoet personnel from
the territorial police, confirmed Wednesday by the Permanent Representative‘of
South Africa, is welcome news. The United Nations has long sought this goal; énd
..menbers of the Council have also played their part in diplométic efforts ﬁo achieve

it. |

Last week, the Commonwealtﬁ Committeevof Foreign Ministers on Southern Africa,
which the Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs, the Right Honourable
Joe Clark, has the honour to chair, met in Canberra, Australia, with Namibia high
on its agenda. The Committee pﬁt fofward four ideas. First, it’encéurged
Commonwealth countries, which have a special inte;est in thevfuture of Némibia, to
be prepared to supply additional pblice if the need arises. Quite‘apart ﬁﬁom
former Koevoet personnel, the UNTAG police will face growing demands as the ’
election aéproaches, and Canada.for one sténds ready to redeem thét pledge.
Secondly, the Committee viewed with favour the forﬁation of a Commonwealth observer
group which would report to the mid-October Heads of Government meeting in Kuala
Lumpur. The Commonwealth would thereby lend its weight to other international
efforts to butttess the United Nations operation in the key pre-election period.
Thirdly, the Committee anﬁicipated significantly expanded aid in the operational,
development and constitutional fields, beginning with the.provision of Commonweal th
expertise as soon as appropriate. | |
Fourthly, in relation to the draft proclamations on the glections and the

.constituent assembly, the Committee of Foreign Ministers meeting in,Canber;a célled
for the utmost vigilance and fdndamental changes to ensure the integrity of the |
secret ballot, as well as for careful consideration of the following: voter
iﬂentification prior to balloting; a full role for party agents; expeditious and

decentralized counting; recognition of the constituent assembly as the only
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anthentic representative body; and the idea that the Administrator—General should
,be guided by'the constituent assenblywuntil independence. In addition, Mr.fC1ark,
writing last week to the South African Foreign Minister on behalf of the Committee,
stressed that the question of the broadcast of propaganda rather than much-needed
information and education had to be addressed urgently, and ‘that the electronic
‘media mnst adherepto the commitment to impartiality.‘ o R

The importance of such impartiality in every facet of the implementation of
resolution 435 (1978).was expressed most eloquently to this Council earlier this
week by the Permanent Representative of Ghana on behalf of the African Group.

Canada remains concerned that less than fully reliable 1nformat1on on South
West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) combatants remaining~in Angola has
contributed to instability nore than once. The recent‘rednction of tension in
northern Namibia, which we welcome, should be complemented hy a corresponding‘
increase in transparency in Angola in accordance with the settlement plan and
related understandings. ‘

During Zimbabwe's transition to independence, an all-party election council,
which met frequently, proved to be a valuable means of quickly»reaching practical
solutions to incipient problems. A similar body in Namibia, perhaps under joint
chairmanship in the manner of the existing Impartlality Working Group, could still
make a real contribution in the weeks ahead. |

In considering the Security Council's responsibility to Namibia,'let us
concentrate on the broad principles and leave the details to those to whom we have
entrusted that task. Let us joln in strengthening'the hand of the |
Secretary—General and his Special Representative in bringing their‘demanding
missionrto a successful conciusion. kLet‘us lend full support to UNTAG in its‘

difficult endeavours. Let us above all keep faith with the Namibian people, who



S /9 S/PV.2878
, :  34-35

(Mr.'Fortier, Canada)

have waited so long for the opportunity to determine their future in free and fair
elections and who have come forward in their hundreds ofvthousaﬁdsa confident that

this time it will be granted them.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative

of Canada for the kind words he addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Guatemala. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. VILLAGRAN DE LEON (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): I wish

first of all, Sir, to congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the
Security Council for tﬁis ménth. We are certain that your experience and
diplomatic skill w111 enab1e‘the Council to arrive at the correct decisions on the
important subjects before it.

I wish to take this opportunity also to congratulate Ambassador
Dragoslav Pejic, Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia, on the success with which

he conducted the work of the Council in July.
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The delegation'of Guatemala felt it important to participate in the debate on
the situation in Namibia, which had been sought by fhe Perménent Representatives of
Ghana and Zimbabwe hecause of the justifiable concern within their regional group,
as well as the Non-Aligned Movement, about events in the Territory, a Territory for
which the United Nations is fesponsihle undef General Assembiy and Security Council
resoluﬁions. In the discharge of that responsibility our Organization has made it
its objective to end the illegal administratibn of Namibia by'South Africa es soon
as possible and to bring about its speedy independencerthtough the holding of free
elections under the supervision and control of the United Nations in accordance
_ Qith resolution 435 (1978).

Guatemala has followed events in Namibia with particular interest, being aware
of the important role the ihternational community has called upon the United
Nations to play under the Chafter and the relevant resolutions 6f the General
Assembly and the Seeurity Council. We therefore support the Secretary-General and

the United Nations staff comprising the United Nations TransitionbAssistance Group
(UNTAG), and ask that they continue their tireless efforts to help the Namibian
-people in its struggle for true independence, despite all the obstacles and
difficulties that South Africa keeps creating.

Guetemala endorses the communicué on the situation in Naﬁibia, adopted by the
Co~-ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Movement at its meeting on 10 Auguet, in
which it expressed serious concern over the‘constant gtave irregularities observed
in the execution of the plan for the independence of the Territory. We join in
urging the Council to give urgent consideration to the need to ensure that South
Africa complies with 511 its obligations under resolution 435 (1978) and that
conditions are created in Namibia without delay for the holding of free and fair
elections.

Guatemala heard with concern the statement by the Permanent- Representative of
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Ghana, as Chairman of the African Group, and supports his recquest for the Secﬁrity
Couﬁcil to take additional action, as well as what he said about the decisions that
should be taken in order to support and'further~pr0mote the efforﬁs being made by
the Secretaéy-General to ensure thé holaing of elections and to ensure the
integrify of all aspects of the electorél process.

We are alarmed by the African Group's assessment of the situation prevatling'
in Namibia, where; four montﬁs after  its start, the electoral process is still not
proceeding satisfactorily and where South Afriéa's activities, thrbugh'rts
Administrator-Geﬁeral, ére diminishing the authority of the Secretary—Gehetalfs
Special Representative, instead of helping his work. We strongly appeal to South
Africa to end its unwarranted interfereﬁce and to comply fplly with the
December 1988 accords and with the relevant General Assembly and Security Council
resolutions. | |

Guatemala is confident that the Security Council will respondrto~the concern
of the African Group abéut the continﬁed bresence in Namibia of military or
paramilitary units under South African command, units whose violence and
intimidation have been reported by the international press.‘ We are aiso confident
‘that Ehe Council will také a sténd Qith‘regard to the irreqularities iﬂ the
preparation of the electoral 1i3£s and with regard to'legislatibn designed to
distort thé electoral process, which should be free and fair.

The Security Council should ensure that»the‘Secretary-General and‘hisrépecial
Representative are enabled to supervise and exercise control over the progress of.
events in Namibia; particularly the eiectoral process. That means an end to the
haraSSment‘of Namibians and a review of the laws énd draft decrees being issued in
Namibia affecting the independence plan; in order té eliminate any discriminatory
lanquage or any provisionithat gives an unjust advantage to one side or another.

Finally, Guatemala reiterates its solidarity with the African Group and the
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people of Namibia in its fight for independence within its recognizea froniiers and
supports its struggle against the outrageous system of'aEarﬁheid, the most flaqrant
violation of human rights, We also hope that the Securlty Councxl will adopt a
resolution permitting tbhe Secretary-General h1s Special Representatlve and UNTAG
successfully to conclude their work of brlnglng about Namibia's total independence.

The'PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I4thank the representative

of Guatemala for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of India, whom I invite to take ‘a place

at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. DASGUPTA (India): At the outset, Sir, I offe? you my sincere
congratulations on your accession to the presidency of this impo:tant body for the
month of August. You represent akfriendly, non-aligned count;y which has‘shown
steadfast commitment to the cause of decolonization and with which my country
_.enjoys the best of relations. leen your personel dlplomatxc skllls, 1 have no
doubt that you w111 steer the discussions in the Council on the meortant question
before us with distinction. |

I take this‘oppoftunity to express my appreciation,to Ambassador Pejic of
' Yugoslavia for having successfully guided the work of tne'COUncii last month;

I should also lxke to put on record my delegat1on o appnec1atlon of havxng .
been permltted to part1c1pate in th1s 1mportant debate.

The process for Namibia's independence, as contained in tesolution’435 (1978)
is well under way, and elections in the Territory are scheduled to take place in e
little under thnee months. Tnis'will represent the successful culmination of the
long-drawn-out struggle of ehe heroic peoble of Namibia, While we look forward to
; this historic development, we are seriouslyrconoerned thaf the conditions obtaining
in;Namibie at present are not conducive to holding‘ftee'and faif elections.

The situation in northern Namibia has been particularly'disturbing. South
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West Africa People'e Organization‘(SWAPO) supporters hame been subjectedrto
intimidation, haressment and even murder by the Koevoet thugs, who have been
deceitfnlly integrated‘by the Seuth Aftican Administtatidn into the‘police force,
the South West AfricanPolice (SﬁAPOL), centrary to_the'terms of resolution
435 (19f8). Malicious and false allegetions have been made conce:ning'SWAPO
activities,vwith a view to juetifying the centinued state of preperedness of
paramilitary forces. In the wake of international nteesure,‘the Administration has
now decided to confine 1,200 Koevoet members te their»bases. But that step fails
short of the reauitements of'resolutien 435 (19785, which stipqlates complete
disbanding of Koevoet and other paramilitaty forces,.as well as dismantling of ‘all
command structures. |

The.ﬁegistratien of Voters Law enables South Africans who have served inkthe
Administration, the armed forces or'the poiice in Namibia to vote in the
forthcoming electione. That provision simply defies‘allilogic, We fail to
understand now<nationals of Soutn Africa serving in the occupation régime can be
'regarded as Namibians. Fears have been‘expressed that a large numberkof Sonth
Africans will cross into Namibia to participate in the elections. Those
apprehensiens must‘be“set at-rest immediately by making’suitable amendments to the
Registtation of Voters Law. |

Draft procedutes proposed for the actual conduct of eiections, as.contained in
Draft Proclamation No. 90; are full of 1oopnoles and do not provide sufficient
safequards for free‘and fair electiens. The loopholes mustAbe closed immediately.

Concerns have also been expreseed regarding certain’brovisions of the draft
Constituent Assembly prociamation, the meét seriousrbeing tne provision which
allows,discretien tovthe‘Adminietrater-General to disregard the recommendations of
the Constituent Assemnly. Tnese concerns need to»be~urgent1y addressed, and -

suitable amendments  should be incorpofated into the proclamation.
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‘Urgent steps also need to be taken to resolve other‘outeténdinguproblemsp
namely, the release of remaining SWA?O prisonets; the repeal of all remaining
discriminetory~lews and equitable media access to all political parties.’

My delega’tionrappteciates and fully supports th.e oommendable efforts of the
Seeretary-General and is confident that the- Un1ted Nations Transitlon A551stance
Group (UNTAG) will successfully fulfil the role a551gned to it in the 1ndependence
plan provided it is extended'co-operatlon and support from all concernedx

| The Security Council must address verious presslng issues raised in the
present debate in discharge of its overall responsibility to ensure full, faithful
.and effective implementation of the United Netions plan for the independence of
Namibia, as contained in resolution 435 (1975); The imperative need is for quick
results which would allow a reasonable period of peace and tranqu:.lllty before
elections and which would restore the confldence of the Namibian people in the
‘ rlmpart1a11ty of the election process. We can ill afford to let the credibility of
the United Nations be eroued,unor can we let down the Naﬁibian people; It is our
bounden duty to ensure that all obstacles, all lmpediments are removed for the .

- realization of the aspiration of the Namibian people for freedom and independence.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the tepresentetive
of India for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Bangladesh. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make a ‘statement.

Mr., MOHIUDDIN (Bangladesh): Just when we thought we were about to root
out forever the cancer of recist occupation from the body politic of Namibia, our
confidence appears to have been shaken. It is this forum which can prevent this

- painful turn of events. That is why it is to this lofty body that we now turn;b
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!

But before I proceéd further may I congratulate you, Sir, most,Sincerely-fOrb
the excellent manner in which you are conductiné’these pcheddings;i This,lof’
cdurse, does not come as a surprise to any one of us for your prodiqiqus.quélities
are well-known. My delegation shares the pride ih your success with our Algerian
brethren, for our two countries are linked together with bonds of closest
friendship. My congratulationé are al;d due to our esteemed colleagque,

Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic of Yugoslavia, for his able 1eader$hip of the»Couhcil
last month. ;

The commitment the South Weét Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) made to the
Secretary—-General on 12 Aﬁgust 1988 to cease éll armed actions in accordance with
the Geneva Agfeements advanced the cause of peace. Thereafter the tripartite
agreement of 22 December 1988 brought us a glimmer of hope. Security Council
resqlution 632 (1989) broadened our expectétion into a distinct possibility. If
the process of Namibian independence,was to be in accordance with Security Council
resolution 435 (1978), and if free and fair elections were to be held,ﬁnder the
supervision and control of the Secretary-General and his Special Representative in
the Territory, the fruition of our aspirations was ‘no longer a distantjdream.‘ |

Sadly, howevér; our hopes were to dissipate soon enough. Perhaps we had
invested the racist Pretoria régime with more;credibility thap was due to it.

We~how see that events are rapidly'unfolding that tend‘to belie our trus£ in
the assuranées by South Africa. The hateé Koevoet has been reincarnated in the
South Wést Africa Police (SWAPOL). They reportedly continqe to striké terror at
Namibian hearts. = They maraud tﬁrough the country pfotected by CASSPIR armoured
personnel carriers and armed with machine guns.‘iThat equipment makes. them perhaps
the most heavily armed police force. in existencé. Massive enrolment of South

Africans is taking place in the voters' list. This hardly augurs well for fair
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polls. Not only that, legal recourse of new enactments and proclamatlons are be1ng
resorted to. These are being perceived as attempts ‘to deny ‘the Namibiahs, and even
some members of the SWAPO leadership, the exercise of their fuhdamenta1~e1ectora1
rights. |

Even if some of them are allegatioﬁs, ue must remerber'thathif peace and
freedom are to come to Namibia, justice must.hotvonly be done but also be seen to
be done. |

bBangladeshrcommends the untiring efforts of the Secretary—General,"

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to bring peace to that troubled land. ‘The Council,
and the rest of.us,rmust do all»we can to‘strengthen his hand. | | |
- We must in every uay display total solidarity with his endeavours. We must
render him alil possible assistance; Should he at any p01nt feel that a stronger
Uni ted Natlons presence is necessary there, the Counc11 must not he51tate to
-endorse hiS‘requirements.‘ We are confident that the Secretary—General will succeed
in Namibia, just as he has on so many other issues, He is the symhoi of peace of
our times‘and deserVes our deepest respect ahd fullest support. Banéladesh, as a.
member of the United Nations Council for Namibia and a contributor to UNTAG, will
~ always stand by him.. | |

When the soul of Afrlca cries out in angu1sh today; the inflictor of that
paln. Pretorxa. cannot be allowed to carry on its odlous conduct with impunity. I
know of no place where tyranny expressed itself more starkly than it did in
Namibia. I know of no land where colonlallsm manifested itself more v1rulently. I
know of no occupier that perpetrated depredatlons more ruthlessly ‘than that
,apartherd regime. But all that now should be relegated to the pages of hrstory.
South Africa must reallze that change is 1nev1tab1e, as we can all see.

South Africa itself is not immune to 1t, In the interests of peace, we appeal to
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Pretoria not to place needless impediments én its way, for in that case,tﬁe
'regrettable result wouid be what the Ambassador of Egypt has warned: "a preca;ious
form of independence".

The Council had nearly succeeded in its noble goal in Namibia. It is our hope
and prayer that the United Nations and the Seéretaryaceneral can still achieve that
aim. However, if we allow a slip to take‘place between‘the cﬁp and the lip, we
shall stand arraigned before the judgement of posterity. This is what we can, and
must, avoid.

‘We must act together and rally rouﬁd the Secretary-éeneral to scatter the dark
clouds from the Namibian horizon, so-that the 'sun of'freeﬁom can shine upon Namibia
in all its resplendent glory.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative

of Bangladesh for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Burundi. I invite him to: take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr. NIYUNGEKO (Burundi) (interpetation from French): Permit me first,

Mr. President, to express my sincere thanks to you and the other members of the
Council for permitting my delegation to express its views on the item under
consideration.

Sir, my delegation is pleased to participate in the proceedings here under
your stewardship. Algeria, a country with which my own enjoys special relations,
is noted for its distinguished diplomats whose commitment to the defence of just
causes we all appreciate. We are therefore confidént in the success of the
Council's aeliberations, to which we hope to make our own modest contribution,

We should also like to extend to Ambassador Pejic of Yugoslavia our
appreciation of his skilful conduct of the Council's proceedings in July.

We asked to participate in the debate on the item before the Council to draw
attention to the complaints emanating from Namibia which, if not heeded by the
Council, could have unfortunate consequences, not only for the Namibian peopie but
also for the other peoples of the region.

'Indeed, the Security Council bears the heavy responsibiiity of ensuring the
success of the process begun on 1 April this year in implementation of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978), designed to enable Namibia to achieve independence
and national sovereignty. |

The problem is a clear-cut.one. It is a matter simply of prevailing upon
South'Africa td comply with the spirit and letter of the commitments it entéred
into when it agreed, 11 years after the adoption of resolution 435 (1978), that the
implementation process should begin.

The series of flagrant violations of resolution 435 (1978) being committed by
the South African Government is irrefutable proof of its determination to tﬁwart
the United Nations plan for the independence of Namibia. The Council cannoé, and

must not, tolerate this.
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Addressing the Assembly of Heads of State or Government of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) held in Addis Ababa on 24 July last, the Secretary-General had
this to say about the members of the United Nations Transition Assistanée Group:

"Their devotion has brought out two essential points which I believe to
be guiding principles. First, the infernationalfcommunity as a whole, after
calling for so many years for the independence of Namibia, is today determinea
that this objective be achieved and that the process we have begun be
irreversible. Secondly, it is the United Nations which has been chosen to
oversee the birth of this‘new nation after so many years of conflict. The

Organization must not and will not fail .in this noble task with which it has

been entrusted.”

In this regard, the Declaration adopted on 26 July 1989 by the Heads of State
or Government of the OAU in Addis Ababa highlighted the points on which South
Africa has proved reluctant to comply in the implementation of resolution
435 (1978), namely: to disarm all its ethnic and paramilitary forces; to dismantle
the command structures of these forces; to cease all intimidation and acts of
térrorism‘designed to delay the return of refugees; to dismiss ali the members of
Roevoet incorporated in the police force; to repeal all discriminatory laws and
laws which restrict liberty; to free all Namibian political detainees and ‘
prisoners; to accept the principle of impartiality, particularly with régard to the
media in Namibia.

The concerns expressed by the Heads of State or Government of the OAU have
been confirmed by reliable information which has cdme to us from within Namibia.
This is particularly distressing because South Africa, through its Administrator-

General in Namibia, is acting as if it can do whatever it wishes with regard to

everything that is not provided for in resolution 435 (1978), and without

consulting the principal parties - the Namibians and the South West Africa People's
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Organization (SWAPQ) in particular. Even the Special Representative of the

~ Secretary-General -~ who, incidentally, under resolutioh‘435 (1978), is responsible
for the supervision and control of affairs during this transition period - is
disregarded.

Irregﬁlarities in the draft iegislation for the elections of the Constituent
Assembly, which have béen noted by all impartial observers, such as the Washington-
based Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights under Law, deserve careful attention.

Indeed, how are we to believe that elections will be free and fair if the
secret ballot is not guaranteed, if the identity of the electors is not
unahbiguously established, if the vote counting is not done openly, and if those
who are elected by thgrpeopLe as a result of eléctions are not giVén the power to
determine themselves the orgahs of the Constituent Assembly and the way in which it
will function?

There is still time to remedy the current situation, and appropriate proposals
have been submitted by our colleague, Ambassador James Victor Gbeho, the Permanent
RepreSentative of Ghana, as Chairman of the African Group for this month. We
wholeheartedly endorse those proposals. The adoption of a resolution along tﬁdse
lines would make it possible for Namibian patriots to hope to.participate in a free
and fair electoral process without any trickery and where the watchwofd would be.
ﬁMay the 5est man win". ‘Wé would then be able to contemplaté the future of Namibia

with optimism.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative

of Burundi for his kind words addressed to me.

There are no further speakers for this meeting. The'hextrmeeting of the
Security Council to continue its consideration of the item bﬁ its agenda Qill be
heid on Monday, 21 August, at 10.30 a.m.

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.




