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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

k¢ ::i f.‘

- The "agenda was adopted.

THE STTUATION IN NAMIBIA ~ ¢
e - . - I s o V"-';!,? .
LETTER DATED 10 AUGUST 1989 FROM ‘THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF GHANA TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/20779)

LETTER DATED 10 AUGUST 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ZIMBABWE TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY (DUNCIL (S/20782)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): 1In accordance with decisions -

takeﬁ at the 2876th meeting, I invite the reéresentative of Ghaﬁa to £ake a place
at the Council table; I invite thé répresentatives of Angbla, Camerooﬁ, Cuba,
Egypt, Mali, Nigeria, South Africa, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia to
take the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Gbeho (Ghana) took a place at the

Council table; Mr. Diakenga Serao (Angola), Mr. Engo (Cameroon), Mr. Oramas Oliva

(Cuba), Mr. Badawi (Egypt), Mr. Diakite (Mali), Mr., Garba (Nigeria), Mr. Shearar

{South Africa), Mr. Mongella (United Republic of Tanzania) and Mr. Zuze (Zambia)

took the;places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to inform the

Council that I have received from the representatiVes of Burupdi,_Guateméla, India
and Indonesia letters in which they request to be invited to parficipate in the
discussion of the item on the Council’s agenda. In a&cordance’with the‘usual
practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite those
representatives to participate in the discussion without the right to vote in
accordance wifh_the‘felevant provisions of the Charter and rulé 37 of £he Coﬁncil'S“
prdvisional rules of procedure. 7 |

There being no objection, it is so decided.



RH/3 - S/PV.2877
3-5

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Niyungeko (Burundi),

Mr. Villagran‘de Leon (Guatemala), Mr. Dasgupta (India) and Mr. Sutresna

{Indonesia) took the‘places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council will

now resume its consideration of the item on its agenda.
The first speaker is the representative of Angola. : I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make a statement.
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Mr. DIAKENGA SERAD (Angola) (interpretation from French)s: I wish first

of all, Si;, to cqngratulate you on your assumption of the p:esidencykof the
Security Council for‘the month of August; It is gratifying for us to participate
in this debate on the important question of Namibia under the wise guidance of an
eminent representative of Algeria, a country which has earned the respect of the
world fon ite wnequivocal support for peace and the national 1iberation of peoples
struggling to recover their dignity. In view of your diplomatic talents and
personal qualities, we are certain that the work of the Council will meet with
success.

I cannot fail on this occasion to convey to your predecessor, His Excellency
Mr. Dragoslav Pejic, Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia, my delegation's
appreciation of the wise and effective way he conducted the work of the Council
:last month.

The current meetings are of particular importance. This‘is the first Security
Council debate on the question of Namibia since the emplacement of the United
Netions Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG), which marked the entry into force of
the United Nations plan for the independence of Namibia. There is ever.y reason to
believe that the process now under way is irreversible and will lead to the birth
of the new nation of Namibia.

While that prospect gives us reason to hope for the end of the colonial era in
Namibia, we remain skeptical in the light of developments related to the process of
implementing resolution 435 (1978). The disturbing facts warranted the convening
of the present series of meetings.

The purpose of this debate is to assess the situation and evaluate the events
of the past four months, a period which accounts fer nearly half the timetable the
Security Council assigned to UNTAG. The special role of the United Nations in the

| problem of Namibia gives the members of the Security Council a special
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responslbility. ‘The Council would thus be shirking its solemn tesponsibility if it

- were to remain silent at the.alafming developments in Namibia._ The process, in
which the United Nations is totally committed, seems to be inspiring mixed
feelings. Although the deployment of UNTAG was an important step in. the Namibian
independence process, it has not in the least diminished concern with respect to
free and fair elections in Namibia. It may indeed be said that the road to free
and fair elections is littered with obstacles.

-Among the facts that cast doubt on South Africa's true intentiens_with‘respecfl
to the process is the régime's obstinate refusal to abide se;upulously\_bry the
pr'ovisions of resolution 435 (1978) with respect to the presence among the police
of Koevoet forces, who have become notofious for their intimidation and brutality
against civilians.

 The retention of the command structure of the so-called South West Africa
'=Tetfitory Force only adds to our doubts about South Africa's intentions in the
eVent af a victory by the South West Africa feople's Organization (SWA>PO‘). The
United Nations plan Clearly prov1des that m111tary and param111tary forces are to
be dl.smantled. The well-prepared and carefully calculated false alarms and
defama tory cambaigns, such as those car'ried out by South Africa just before the
Secretary-General's visit to Namibia in July, are aimea at discrediting SW‘APO and
- giving an electoral advantage to other polltlcal groups, these remove from South
Africa any pretense to impartlality.
| My Government has always reacted with restﬁaint to these problems. -But how
can we not be conceﬁned about a serles ef events that violate commitments we have
undertaken and which we are respeeting in good faith? How -can we not be concerned

about the inclusion on voters' rolls of non-Namibians who have been ordered to vote

against SWAPO in an attempt to deprive SWAPO of the victory it is sure to win? How
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can the international community be aséured that f;ee and fair elections will bé‘
held if there are rules that seem to place one of the parties at a disja'dvanta’ge?,>
Such activities violate the spirit and the letter of.tesolution 435 (1978).

We hope the measures recently announced by the South Africén authorities in
Namibia reflect an ‘effort towards the genuine implemeﬁtétion' of ‘the resolution.
The Government of the People's Republic of Angola was a party to the New York
agreements of 22 December 1988, which opened the way fbﬁ i:he' current précess, and
we. consider thaj: the violation of i:ésolution 435 (1978) is per se a»vio*lation of
the New York agreements. We therefore demand that South Africa respéct its
commitments. |

For a peaceful settlement of the Namibian conflict there is no alternative to
the transfer of power to the people of Namibia througﬁ free aﬁd fair elections
under United Nations super\iision“and control in oonf§rmity with 'Seéuvritf Council
r‘esolut‘iéni 435 (1978). Accordingly, we call on the Security Council to take the’
necessary steps to create conditions favouréblé to such electiéns. kThose
conditions naturally inciude the _co:nplei;e implemeni:atio'n of the provis*ions of the
;esolution. It is urgent that there be full compliance with the Unit‘e‘d Nations
plafx with respect to military and paramilitary forces, the promulgation of a Vfa‘ir
electoral law, tﬁe cessation of registéring non-Namibians as voters, the voiding of
voting slips r‘held by foreigners pdsing as Namibians, and the Vcomple‘te revocatiorihé‘f
all discriminatory laws with a view to ﬁroviding all current forces equal electéral
opportunities. -

My,Governmené‘ is very eﬁcouragéd by the Secretary-General‘s efforts towards
~ the effeétivé implementétion of ‘resolﬁtion 435 (1978). We cont‘inue to believe that
those efforts require the support of the Se‘cui:ity Council. Well—-intentionéd though

they may' be, measures the Secretary-Generél may formulate'will not have the desired
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effectiveneés unles; they are complementéd by material resources. The Security
Council discussed that problem when it adopted resolution 632 (1989),‘a6d
.experience seéms to bear out those who supported the deployment of £he entire UNTAG
complement provided for in resolution 435 (1978).

My delegation appeals to allbmembers of the Counci;,‘who_bearvthis
respohsibility,‘to endorsé new measures that will ensure ffee and fair elections in

Namibia.
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‘The PRESIDENT: I thank the repreﬁeﬁtative of Angola for his kind words
addressedvto me. |

‘Mr., TADESSE (Ethiopia): Leg me at the outset, Sir, say how happy the
Ethiopian delegatioh is to see you in the chair as President of thé Secufit&
Council for the month of August. Keenly éware of ybﬁr provén abilities angd
intimate knowledge of the‘iSSue. as well as your country's well-known commitment to
"the cause of decolonization, we are confident that tﬁe deiiberations of the Council
on this very important question will culminate in the adoptibn of appropriate
measures;that will bring about ébnditions for the fulliimplementation{of the United
Nations independence plan for Namibia.

Allow me also'tb express the apéreéiation of my delegation to
Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic of YUgosiavia for the able mamner in whiéh‘he guided the
wo;k of the Council during the past month.

Since the commencement of the implementation of resolution 435 (1978) menbers
of the Council, Members of the United Nations and indeed the international
community as a whole have followed the situation in Namibiarwith the utmost
concern. Despite the difficulties encountered at the initial stage’of the
implementation process and the attendant loss of life, it has been éccepted that
the process was back on track. None'thé less,vas the situatipg obtaining in the
‘Tefritory cleafly reveals, the day-to-day implementation of the plan is fraught
with serious difficulties. The worst fears of the!international communi ty
regarding intimidatién and security risks from the notorious Koevoet and the
questionable conduct of some_members of the South West Africa Police (SWAPOL)’seem
to haverbeen confirmed. |

We realize thét the Secretary—Géneral has been making a relentless effort to
discharge his heavy responsibility in the process through various important steps,

including those taken with a view to enhanding the monitoring capabilities of the
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United Nations Traﬁ;ition Assistance Group (UNTAG). In the field, comprising as it
does functionaries and vplunteerg from no fewer than 109 cbuntries,,UNTAG continues
to deploy considerable enéfgy aimed at creating the necessafy conditions for a free
and fair élection. |

However,_we’still feel Ehat, with the presence of the infannus Roevoet ih the
ranks of SWAPOL and its c§ntinued unleashing of terror on fhe Namibian people,
conditions and possibilities fbr a free and fair election are being jeopardized.
One camot be expected»to trust that a‘fbrce trained only in the ﬁastery of
torture, harassﬁent and the killing of Namibians can ovefnight qualify to serve in
a law enforcement capacity, particularly at such a delicate stage offthe
Te:ritbry's march towards long-awaited independence. This state of affairs, as
gonfirmed by disturbing field reports, hasbno; only hampe;ed the otherﬁise
well-co-ordinated repatriation of Namibian refugees and theif settlement but, under
the circumstances, has also cast a‘dark shadow over pos:;'.ibilities. of the whole
] b:ocess being free and fair.

As théfcontinued manifestation‘of security-related problems emaﬁating from the
misconduct of South African police and paramilitary forces is ‘bound to have
detrimental.,if not colossal, ramifications for the implementation of.tﬁe
ihdependence plan, it‘is our considereé view that the Council should take
appropriate measures aimed a£ addressing the root causes of the problem, includiné
South Africa's obstinacy, particularly as pertains to thé disbanding of‘ the Koevoet
and the dismantling of the commaﬁd;structure of the South West Africa Territorial

Force.

Although our overriding concern about the implementation of the independence

plan is admittedly related to the freedoﬁ and security of the Namibian electorate

and the prevalence of peace in the Tefritory,'we would be less than candid if we
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were to ove:look other problems with a serious impact on the fairness of the

» eléctoral'process.» Indeed, it must be emphasized that information from vérious
observer missions within the Territorybclearly point to various 1éopholes in laws
purported to govern thé whole electoral process. We continue to be as appreheﬂsive
about the voter registration procedures, which allow non-Namibians to register, and
by the lack of provision for secrecy as wé are about the possibilities of ballot
box tampering. As the United Nations has not yet commented on the election laws,
we wish only at this stage to register our serious concern about the motive behind
the deliberate émbiguiéies and loopholes prevalent in those draft laws.

In our attifude to the problems obtaining in Namibia at preéent ﬁe are not, of
course, oblivious to South Africa's latest manoeuvres with regard to coafining the
killer Koevoet to base. Tuesday's announcement requires ho in-depth analysis to
see thatvit is not only half-hearted but also,ineffectual‘in reﬁoving the obstacles
to free and fair élections in accordance with thé United Nations indepehdence ﬁlaﬁ
for Namibia. If Pretoria for once wishes to prove fo the world that it can respect
international obligations, it must demonstréﬁe this by honouring fully its part of
the commitmenp to the present process of implementation of resolution 435 (1978).
Any retreat from the agreed plan or modifications to it would only compound the
problem. |

Namibia rehains the legal and direct respdnsibility ofvthe United Natiéns
until Ehé people exercises its full right to self-determination and national
independence. Therefore, our endeavours must continue unabated until the
1ndependence goals embodled in resolution 435 (1978) are fully attained.

In this respect, while we appreciate the Secretary~General s untiring efforts,
we-believe that they must be urgently ccmplemented by swift and concerted action by

the Security Council. Admittedly, it behoves the Coﬁncil, as the author of the
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independence plan bfor Nanﬁ.bla. to deal wrth the srtuatron effectwely ~ and better
now, with ,the present»d1ff1cult1es, than allowmg through its silence the -

" germination of the seeds of future probiems, ﬁerhaps more iritractable “problems,
problems difficult to contain. The time has indeed come for the Council vto ‘usieits
wisdon'r and authority to 'ensure success in the:Herculean 'taek facing ‘the United
Nations. . | )

“We also once agam urge all those who have ‘mfluence on éouth Atrma to help :
good sense to prevail. The Namibian people has struggled for so 1ong and
sacrificed-so much to reach the present stege. South Af'rica should not be allowe.dv-
to obstruct the h1stor1c process by wh1ch the people of Nam1b1a can truly exercise’
its 1na11enab1e right to self-determmatmn and nat10na1 mdependence.

It is the general view of even the most dispass ibnate observers ‘that, es
matters stand, much remains to be done by theCouncil in‘orderr to oring about the
- desired climate and conditions in which Nam1b1ans can freely determme the1r own
future, thhout any fear or 1nt1mldat10n. .On our part, we are convinced that the
deteriorating situation must be rectified - urgently - before itv is too late. "To
this end we are prepared to engage in any process that may help make the Counc11

meanmgful in the lives and future of the Namlbxan people.



NS /ASW ' S/PV, 2877
; ; 16

The PRES IDENT (i-nterprvetation from French):s I thank the representative
‘of Ethiopia for his kind words addressed to me “ |

Mr . ALENCAR ‘(Bra)zil): Allow me‘to congratulate you, Sir, en the
assnmption of the'high office of Presinent of the Securivty Council. You are the
able representative of ; .cduntry witn which Brazil 1s fortunate to maintain close
r/elat‘i,ons of ce-operation. You also represent a country whose diplomacy has a
splendid record of fruitful work for the cause of just-ice, peace and |
undefstanding. It conies therefore as no surprise to myu delegation that you are
steering the work of the Security VCovuncil in snch a skilfui and efficient mann'er.
| Allow me aleo to ealute the Permanent Representative of Yugoslavia,
Amb assador Pejic; for the smooth and'efficient way in which he presided over tne
Council during the month of July. Mich of the credit,for the»imp'orta‘nt decisions
taken by the Council lase month goes to his prudent, yet firm; .conduct of our
business, and we vare‘g'rateful to him fof that.

We seem to have come to a crueial point in the just struggle of the Namibian
people foi: independenee. Tnere is a v}idespread feeling that the Securi.ty Council,
which bears the heaviest responsibi.lity m this case, cannot afford to allow
another derailing of the proeess of implementation of resolution 435 (1978) .

‘Brazil has often spoken in favour of strong support by the Council to the
Secretary-General of the United‘ Nations and to the United Nations Transition
Group (UNTAG), especially-since the difficult moments which the implementation
process expefienced in its early days.

At the same time, Brazil has constantly insisted that close permanent
surveillance by the Council was necessary in erder to ensure that all aspects of
the Uniéed Nations plan for the Namibian independence are implemented fully in

keeping with Council resolution 435 (1978).
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In this connectiqn, we have stressed the need for  the membéré of this body to
have ample and updated informati§n concerning all relevant developments in ;he
Territory. In order, amoﬁg other things, to expand its information base the
Brazilian Governmént is taking steps to set up an office -in Windhoek. This cannot,
however, be seen as a substitute for the information, opinions and advice we
receive from the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Council members recently received another report from the Seéretary—General;
after his visit to southern Africa. It_is'éomprehensive, informative and candid.
Though reassuring in its overall tone, the report points to some serious problems
remaining to be adéquately solved lest the whole process of independence of Namibia
be undermined. Some essential tﬁa.sk.s remain to be accompl ished. ‘

We think it is necessary to ensure the qontinuation 6f the safe return of
refugees to their places of origin; to guarantee that the registration of voters is
carried out in a fair, strict manner; and to éee £o it that the electoral
legislation is in conformity with the independence plan and with recognized
internatioﬁal standards. 1In addition, it is high time that the liberation of all
political prisoners be achieved.

Finally,las regards the important question of the behaviour of the police
force in the Territory, #e noted the statement made on 15 AuguSt by the
Administrator-General as‘contained in document $/20788. We welcome the
announcement bf the removal from duty of the ur}ruJ,y Koevoet elements still
remaining in the South West Africa Police (SWAPbL) as a step in the right
direction. We also note, however, that no specific time has beeh set for the
implementation of the decision. We expect that it will be carried out promptly and
that, from now on, SWAPOL will exert makimum restraint in the pefférmanée of its

duties. As we issue this call we have very much in mind, among other things, the
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very disturbing report that, as recently as 10 Rugust, two of UNTAG's installations
were the target of armed attack resulting in one death and considerableiaamage.

‘We believe that the Secnrity Council ‘should remain vigilant in order to a&did'
the recurrence of‘any action which may reptesent a threat to the orderly electoral
process in Namibia. We also believe that unilateral or concerted action in ‘the -
same direction by those countries which are in a position to do so can be
invaluable. We would like to put on record our apprec1ation for the efforts of
those countries.

Time is running out. ;MUCh has been done, but further responsible action seems

to be re§uired.'

The.PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the représentatine
of Brazil for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Nigeria. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make a statement.

Mr. GARBA (ngeria). May I at the outset express the warm felicitations
of the Government and the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and my own
personal delight, on your well—deserved assumption of the presidency of this lofty
body for the month of August. I have no doubt that your wealth of expefience and
the innumerable excellent qnalities for which your country is universallyvacclaimed
will combine to ensure a most rewarding stewardship to the international
communlty. I am sure you know that you can count on the unreserved co=operation of
-~ the ﬁigerian delegation in the accompl ishment of your onerous_assignment.

I sheuld also like to pay a warm-and equally well-deserved tribute to

Anb assador Dragosiav Pejic of Yugoslavia, who presided over the Council last month.
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It is ironickthat almost half way into Namibia's rather'tortuoqs journey.to
freedom, and less than four months to the envisaged elections in November, we are
gathered here not to rehash a long-overdue requiem to colonialism in,Namibié but,
once again to urge that sanity bé embraced by a party to the United Nations
settlement plan.’ And yet my délegation is not‘tota11y‘su;prised by the
difficulties South Africa has continued torplace on Namibia's long march to
freedom. |

Right from the very inceptiqn of the decolohization plan authorized bykthe
Security’ Council, it was élear tﬁat‘the process was not gqing to be allowed to run
smoothly, as originally'enﬁisaged. The well—qrchestrated incidents which_nearly
marred, indeed definitely»atfophied,'the implementation of Seéurity Council
resolution 435 (1978) now seem to have assumédvtheir true purpose. The picture
that is fast emerging is that of a consistent pattern of gross violationms, both in
letter and spirit, of key aspects of the United Nations settlement plan for Namibia
by South Africa. While the aim may not be to stop Namibia's trahsition to
independence - for we believe that that is an inevitéble development - it would
appear that South Africa is beht on dictating the naturé of the independence
Namibia is entitled to enjoy. The events that continue to unfbld in Namibia,
especially South Africa's defiance of the will of the Council, as embodied in its
resolution 435 (1978), only serve to justify the apprehensﬁons Africé, and indeed
the international community, voiced during the initial stages of the implementation

process.
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It is very well known that the murderous‘paramilitary unit Known by thevquaint
Afrikaans name of Koevoet has been héither diéarmed'nor disbanded, as required by
Security Council resolution 435 {1978). Instead, elements of this unit have been
reabsorbed into the existing South West Africa Police Force {SWAPOL) controllie'd by
South Africa, where they have been unleashed on the Namibian people, unchecked and
unrestrained. The resulting intimidation and harassment, by a force still armed
with~1etha1 weapons 6f ﬁarfare, and which continues to engage in search—and-destroy
missions in the same CASSPIR armoured petsoanel carrieérs of the colonial days,"
cannot be compatiblé with free and fair elections. The provisions of thethited
Nations se;tlement plan are thus being violated by South Africa, the creator and
sponsor of that notorious unit which should not exist a£ this time. And:yet, Sou th
Africa, as the erstwhile colonial océupier of Namibia, and a party to the
settlement pian, is expected to regard fesolution 435 (1978) as sacrosanct,

. The question of Roevoet is considefed to be very importanﬁ not- only because
South Africa's refusal to disarm and diéband that unit conétitutes yet another
breach of the settlement'plan, but also becauSe‘it is directly related to the
all-important issue of free and fair elections in Namibia. Of all the procéssés
embodied in the United Nations plan, the issue of free and fair elections under the
control and supervision of the United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG)
is, in our view, of the utmost importance. How can this be realized when the‘
political atmosphére‘ in Namibia is not conducive to it? How can the continuous
harassment and intimidation of Namibians, especially the menberé ahd supporters of
one of the political parties, the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) , .
guarantee the objective of free and fair elections? |

It is for these reasons that we commend the Secretary-General whose publicl

statements and private discussions and reports have clearly demonstrated his
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unequivocal stance on the matter of Koevoet. Socth‘Africa‘s characteristic
reaction, as evidenced in'the statement of its Administrator-General last week,
mnust be seen for what itvis - an obfuscation deliberately designed to mislead the
international communityr The issue at stake is not the redeployment of 1,200
elements of the murderous band, Koevoet, from the northern part of Namibia.
Similarly, the issue is not the confinement of the criminal elements so redeployed
SO as tc enable their clcae monitoring by UNTAG. Resolution 435 (1978) states
Clearly, categorically and unequivocally that Koevoet and other paramilitary,
citizen, ethaic and commando forces must be disarmed, demobilized and disbanded and
their command structures dismantled.

Besides, the South African authorities have admitted in the past, and this has
been confirmed b} independent sources, that Koevoet numbers~ﬁore than the 1,200, as
tﬁe racist spokesman in Windhoek mentioned. It is our view that quite apart from
the illegality which such an action would entail, UNTAG must not overetretch itself
by falling for the South African bait of undertaking to monitor elements ofva force
that should not exist - all the more so when such an action would violatekthe,
express directive of the Council and confer some semblance of legitimacy on the
force in question. We therefcre urge this body to strengthen the hand of ourr
Secretary~General and his Special Representative by insisting that Koevoet cease to
eXist. A similar fate must befall the notorious South West Africa Territoriai
Force (SWATF), which the remant racist administration in Namibia has also refused
to disarm and disband completely but, instead, has prepared for quick
remobilization, obviously for mischief-making. |
| The proposed elections to the Namibian Cohstitueht Assembly must not only 5e
free and fair, but should be manifestly seen to be so. The Special Representative

of theASecretary—General must certify the electoral process at every stage, without
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let or hindrance, and iﬁ confotmity with the provisions of resolution 435 (1978).
It is for this reason that wé view with concern the unilateral pronulgation»of the
Voter Registration Proclamation by the South African appointed.
Administrator-General in Namibia, without due regard for the intelligent comments
made by significant ségments of the Namibian body politic. It is cléar that upder
that Proclamation, non—Namibians, including thousands of South Af:ic#n military and
police persomnel, as‘well as civil servants, would be allowed to vote in the
iNamibian elections. Thus the colonial adninistration, even as numbered as -its days
in Namibia would seem to be, has perfected a plan to perpetuate its control over
the Territory by influencing the outcome of the proposed elections. This plan, if
allowed to be implemented, is bound to give a new meaning to rigging and almost |
éertainly assure civil and political upheaval in Namibia. It is time to tell South
Africa that its obsession with preventing SWAPO from forming the*legitimate‘
Government of independent Namibia must not make it open a pandoxé’s box whose
consequences it mayvﬁot be able to control. It is a well-known maxim that those
who sow the wind, must berprepared to reap the whirlwind.

The samé bad faith lhat has been demonstrated in regard to the tegisgration of
voters seems to have been gxtended to thé‘election and Constituent Assenbly
vproclamations, which are currently under consideration. It is evident that those
two proclamations, although still in draft form, contain major flaws that are
deliberately designed to cause mischief. The draft election proclamation, for -
instance, does not make provision for secrecy in the voting process and contains a
complicated éounting systeﬁ not suitable for an emergent nation like Namibia. The
draft Constituenthsseﬁbly prbclamatién, on the other hand, proposes to give the

South African Administrator-General veto powers over recommendations and proposals
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that the Assembly can, and would, make’in reoard to Namibia's accession to
soveteign independence; What is even more preposterous is’tne stipulation that the
Administrator-General should be the unelected President of the Consti tuent
Assenbly, a body that will come into existence hopefuily‘through a democratic
process. How can an unelected‘representative of a dying colOnialsadministration be
made to preside over an Assembly of the reptesentatives of the Namibian peoplerand
be vested with powers to veto the will of that people? South Africa's contempt for
thevdemocratic process'is nell known but should.it be allowed to foist its ownb
sta'ndatds on the international community? Do we not have a right to insist that
the international standards embodied in resolution 435 (1978) be observed and
respected all through the entire process? Must the Council allow itself to be
hoodwinked by éouth Africa's shenanigans? It is our belief,‘indeed,Africa's
beiief, that the Security‘Council should assert its authority and call South Africa
to retrace itS~steps from the thorny path it seems to have cnosen.

We can go on and on 1isting instances of bad faith.‘ The repeal of all
discriminatory and restrictive laws in Namibia has only been partially done,
leaving key and dangerous pieces of legislation still in place. The general
amnesty envisaged to apply to all Namibians has only been extended to those
returning from_exile, to the exclusion of Namibian political prisoners whose only
crime was to ask for freedom and independence. Tne release of-political ptisoners
‘ stipulated in the settlement plan has not been fully effected. Some SWAPO members
are still incarcerated in South Africa s gaols, on the spurious excuse that they
are common criminals. ‘Hundreds, if not thousands, of Namibian detainees and
disappeared persons still remain unaccounted for, contrary to the letter and spirit

of the Council's plan for'a settlement in Namibia.
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Instead of its addiessing these issues, what we see is South Africa's resort
to false alarms and self-serving propaganda regarding alleged or plarred
infiltration of SWAPO forces into Namibia - this, despite the definitive statement
of all concerned, including South Afriéa, that SWAPO forces have been disbanded or
otherwise confined to base and their weapons kept under lock and key by both UNTAG
and the Angolan authorities. We are not, and I trust the Council is not, fooled by

these red-herrings.
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ILet it be known thaE‘Africa and ali peace-loving nations resorted to this
Council to‘apprise‘it of the‘dangeroue situation in Namibia, as required by our
Charter. We trust that the Council will take immediate measures to correct the
situatidn and put implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) beck on
track. It is for this reaeon that we fully endorse the recommendations made to
this Council yesterday by Ambassador Victqr Gbeho of Ghana in his capacity as
Chairman of the African Group. It is our view that those recommendations are not
only sensible but very practical. They address adequately the concerns that have

been clearly expressed by all well-meaning people.
Finally, it is an accepted principle of international law that agreements

freely and voluntarily entered into by nations must be honoured. Hence the dictum,

pacta sunt servanda. South Africa, which claims to be part of theiwestern
heritage, should embrace this time-honoured principle ef civilized conduct. The
eutbreakA of peace which seems to heve suddenly eccurred in other dangerous pari:s of
the world must be allowed to have full play in Namibia. Everything must be done to
allow Africa's 1a$t formal ocolony to accede to independence. ‘We must not ailow
Africa's attention and energies to be diverted from the confiﬁent-wide efforts at
addressing major social and economic difficulties. We trust and hope that the
Security Council will not be an accessbry to such a sinister plan. Actien is

urgently needed.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative
of Nigeria for the kind words he addressed to me. |

I now invite the representative of Camerooh to take a‘place at the Council
table and to make his statement. | |

Mr. ENGO (Cameroon): The delegation of the Republié of Cameroon
vexéresses gratitude for the opportunity‘provided by the convening of the Council
for us to participate in this important debate reviewing the Namibian situation.

We éome to address you in the hopé of removing anyvlingering'doubts about the uhity
of African'cohcerns over the present situation in Namibié.

The times dictate that implementation of a decision reaéhed:by_gonsensus, one
delicately eléborated in the form of a document, must be puréued:wiﬁhrcollective
scrutiny and ensured through measufes dictatéd by prudence and, in aﬁ ongoing
atmosphere of uncerféinty, the will to build éénfidence.

" We do not believe that this is the moment for confrontation. Africans
everywhere continue to share with their Namibian bréthreh the pangs of huriger and a ‘
thirstvfor freedom and an end to acrimony and bloodshed. We persist in the belief
that there is a happier option in‘peace,‘security and developmenﬁ iﬁ the subregion
as a whole if justicer and the norms of 'internationél law are permi,t»teﬂ" to prevail.

We have often'made it clear that indépendencé for any.of our nations in Africa
is meaningless whiie parts of the continent remain ﬁnder poliﬂcal or other form of
ekternal bondage. This is not a mere sentimental feeling; it is Ehé reality of our
circumsténces and the predicament of peoples divided by political and»econéﬁic.
lines of dgmafqation instituted to cater'for harmon ious exploitatiou'by:the
treasure-seeking .Powers of the past. At least for this period in time, 6ur
destinies are fundamentally bound in the same misery. We walk‘ the l,anesrof imposed
darkness together, foreign tongues‘dividing‘ﬁs, foreign'systeﬁs:engaging us. We |

 want this truth to be known, and known very well.
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We can only hope that the rest of the world - rich aﬁd poor, dreat .and small -
'_willvdutifully endeavour to understand that Namibia and South Africa as issues are
not - the exclusive domain of concern of African peoples. An unstable southefn
Africa can never contribute to peace and security in a contemporary world of
interdependence'and advancing technology.

Southern Africa, with the:Namibian situation as a focus of.legal, political
and military irresponsibility, could ignite a conflagration o far unimaginable.
The existing tragedy in southern Africa stems from two equally dangerous
situations. fhe first is the apartheid system, which seeks for the convenience of
its proponents external guarantees of dominion for a minority race. The second
involves the complications of deep-rooted conflicts of intérest exterha1'tovthose'
of the multiQracial‘peoples of the subregion.

| The dicourse on the universally denounced system of apartheid, as well as the
intermittent terrorism of the archdeécons of Pretoria, has tended to overshadow or
even hide the seriousness of global tensions and war psychosis deriving from the
southern African situation.

It may be difficulg to ascertain the actual scope, but it appears clear that
the racist régime has been encouraged by circumstanées to pontificate retrograde
theological dogma about the so-called non-whites.‘

It would appear to us imperative that the Security Council view the current
situation in all its aspects. It is even more imperative that the policy-makers of
the principal actors onrthe international scene be guided by the truest realities
»of the situation.

It is often said that wars are ‘caused not by incidents but by deep and vital
conflicts of interest. As we see it, the coﬁditions for belligerency invsouthern
Africa are not small in dimension because of the nature of the major interests

engaged.
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While we ask Pretoria to wake up to the writing on the walls of history, we
must also invité all who claim interests in the subregion - interests. that are
considered critical t6 their national interests - to consult among themselves about
the meaning of things that obviously are. |

Those who by their acquired supremacy of power have become preoccupied with
nuclear strategy and thevphenomena of global peace and security must accept fhe
commensurate burden of t&king the situation'more seriously.

Mr. President, deaf brother, we are particularly pleased to see an inspired
and knowledgeable s;atesman like you p:eéiding over the Sécurity Council at this
critical moment. You know only too well that the fbrtunes of the-Namibian people
gonstitutes a challenge for our universal Organization, the United Nations, which
is mobilized to end illegalrmilitary occupation, colonialism and despicéble systems

geared to suppressing the riéht of peoples to the genuine exercise of
self-determination.

The Chairman of the African Group, our brother Ambassador Victor Gbeho, has
communicated to you the sentiments of a concerned and committed people. It is not

our intention to repeat the details he so articulately outlined.
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We consider 1t important that this Council demonstrate very clearly its
determination to employ the collective will and the resources available'to the
membership in ensuring free choice in the impending Namibian elections. vFree
choice must be seen to emerge from unimpeded opportunity for all parties to express
their views in politioal campaigning - a process that must be dev01d of
intimidation, harassment and improper and unfair manoeuvring on the part of ther
authorities.- | ' | | .

The human dilemma in-.a technological age is the burden of havmg to make
important choices and critical decisions. It cannot be helpful for Namibians at
this time to be bullied by the appalling cYnicism'of outsiders. rThey need help in
ensuring a climate of clear think ing and reasoned choice. ) The Council nust become
closely 1nvolved, especxally through co-operation among the various sectors of its
membership, in this first step towards lasting peace and progress in Namibia.

It is in our overall interest that co-operation replace confrontation because
this alone uould be more productive of organized rather than imposed peace in
Namibia. | | | |

Free elections will bring an end to decadesiofrinstability, of hatred and of
misery. They will usher in an era of national construction and rational management
of natural resources, raising.the standard of living of the'Namibian people,
creating an atmosphere of peace and progress and therefore security.

If we permit these elections to be manipulated and thus decree the frustration
of the hopes and dreams which constitute the wishes of the Namibian people; we
shall launch a new era of discontent, diVision and 1nstab111ty; we shall write 1nto
history the scope of our 1ncapac1ty to desrgn and to maintain lasting peace and
~security. The United Nations has for far too long remamed hostage to 1deologica1

conflicts. to narrow sectional interests and to excess1ve and retrograde
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nationalism. That has not helped to reassore the international_public that
political will exists for promoting Charterrnorms and ideals.

Successful oonduct of free and fair elections in Namibia could add an
immeasurable dimension to what ebe public appears to welcome as a revival of faith
in our Organization;‘its institutions and forums, as well aS'itsfideals; This |
Council will do this universal body goodvif it.is seen to respect the
constitutional consensus documented byb the‘Charter of the United Nations.

The Namibian people have seen enough senseless bloodshed. They are tired of
seeing their children growing under hardiconoitions of deprivation and of war.

They have watched fellow Africans obtain political'independence and freedom -
fteedom to design their own deseinies in a cruelvworld.

Parents and generations of them have increasingly joined the rest of the world
in trying to find answers to the searching questions of children and new -
generations concerningvthe whys and why-nots of the ups and downs from which
unpleasant life takes its rhythm today.

Southern Africa cannot be expected to prov1de comfort to global peace and
security until the wrcngs and misgivings d: the past and present give way to the
rule of law and the decency of the universal conscience.

The Security Council has an opportunity now and must exploit ii. The
permanent menbere of this Council must be seen to act in concert and with
determination. In the f1na1 analysxs it is in their polltlcal hands that lies the
power to dictate the fortures of that region as elsewhere.

The leadership role granted to them by history could be lost through a refusal
or reluctance toyuse acquired power to achieve a just and peaceful world. There is
a consensus provided in resolution 435 (1978) , but it is a greater universal desire

. to see all aspects of that document properly implemented.
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~ Peace-keeping procedures are contemporary inétruments of pacific resolufion of
conflicts and conflict-provoking conditions. It must be addressea by all of the
inte:national community if it is to be effective for peace and security. 'We mhst
‘scrutinize all facets, from the provision of neutral troops or poiice to reaséure
_ the populéce and parties concerned, to the campaign for new viéions of
international péace, securitf and development. The leadership is there.

Thosevof us who had the pleasnre of meeting and deliberating internationalkk‘

issues wiﬁh a United States delegation headed by Ambassador

George Herbert Walker~Bush'in the early i9705 remenber him as a man dedicated to
international understénding and global»peace. What proved to be his formative
years in the Uniﬁed States Congress, at the United Nations and in responsibilities
elsewhere have equipped Mr. Bush with petsonal knowledge of peoples and Stétes and
to playra more decisive role in southern Africa. |

Wekwant to express hope and confidence that‘this nation of a "thousand lights"
will take new and fifm initiatives to guaranﬁee for ﬁamibians the free elgctions
and choice that makes the revolutionary Américan‘dream work for the peoples of  the

United States. -

History has also'brought-to Moscow a leader with the privilege offvirtuéliy
;being a legend in his lifetime, a man who came‘to the General Assembly to ca;1 for
change - change towards peace and undérstanding, away from the horrors of
confrontation. President Mikhail Gorbachev, like President-Georgé Bush, was
schooled in a clear understandihg of the growing realities of contemporafy life
around the globe és Qell as doﬁestically.4 |

These two leaders andvtheir,acclaimed_allies can work for and prdvide
dguarantees - firét for Namibian freedom, secondly.for'the desperate adminisﬁratiop
in Pretotié, which undoubtedly is bullied‘by éhanging timesito seek insﬁlation from

feared retribution in a post-freedom era.
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If Pretoria is caught in a web of its own rhetoric about aga:theig, let us
help them out of it. Let those who wield global influence mediate to create new
conditions. Let them appease the African populations that have suffered
humiliations, deprivations, Qppressions and death in seeking to exercisé
fundamental rights.  Go tell the South African whites that, in spite of the
atrocities of the past, there is great living awaiting them in a peaceful and free
country in which they would continue to be important citizens.

Tell them all of that. Tell them too that the doors of the Organization of
African Unity would be open to them. Tell them that thereafter the doors to
African markets and other mutually beneficial possibilities would also be open to
them.

Africans have shown that, in spite of the misgivings during a colonial or
kindred period, we do not hurt and mistreat foreign settlers. On the contrary, the
practice remains to preser?e human life and legitimate socio-economic activities.
No: African leader has ever demapded the exodus of foreignvrulers.or foreign
settlers~turned-citizens. Southern Africa has cried out against discrimination.
Zimbabwe and others have made a clear case that Africans are not attracted by the
unreal mistreatment of those who have made home in a new country and whose
contribution to économic and socialvptOgress is essential to national development.

Tell them that other Africaﬁs whom Foreign Minisﬁer Botha chose: to call
brothers here last fall are waiting for them.  We ail want to jbin'insa new
endeavour, an exciting challenge of rebuilding a recovered Afr{ica, exploiting

God-given resources for the betterment of mankind as a whole.
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We appeal for beacé, and for thé will to work for it. ’Eut let that not be
taken for complacency and weakness. . Let it be known that Africa's’determination £o
be free will not be relaxed or reduced until freedom is attained. Sanctions and
pressure will continue until the day dawns on freedom. Sohth Africa knows Qell the
effect of the economic and military pressure it appiies to front-liné States - a’
medicine to which it claims immunity. The pressure of sanctions against Pretoria
must not be relaxed until chahge is in facf achievedfv |

. In closing, permit us to‘coﬁgratulate the Secretary-General on his sustained
personal dedication. Mr. Perez de Cuellar recently returned from a visit to South
Africé and Namibia. He reported on his trip_and outlined a humber of~impprtant |
conclusions. This man of peace asks no more than resolutiop 435 (1978) requests of
us all in general and the Sedurity Council in particular, that is, the quality of
support that will make things work for good.

ﬁast December the General Assenbly adopted resolution 43/85 on the
strehgthening of regional and international peace and security, wigh situationé
such as the present one in mind. That resolution ufged | |

"all States, in the implementation of'égreemeﬁts reacﬁed»with the United

Nations regarding peace—keeping arrangements, furthér‘to strengthen

co-operation with the Secretary-éengral in the discharge of his functions

deriving from ... :inter alia_ the mandates and decisions of thevSecurity'

Council and the General Assembly”. (General Assembly resolution 43/85, para. 1)
May we look forward to édding success in Namibia to the laurels well desexved
by the Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar.

- We thank members of the Security Council for their génerbus patience.
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The PRES{DENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative

of Cameroon for the kind words he addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of the United Republic of Ténzania. I

invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. MONGELLA (United Republic of Tanzania): First, Sir, I should like to
congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for
the month of August. My delegation is particularly delighted to see you, a
distinguished diplomat from Algeria, chairing the deliberations of the Council.
Your great cbuntry, which has a proven history of being a staunch advocate of
international peacé'and seédrity ané an active champién,in the struggle against
colonialism; is one cdﬁntry with which my own country, Tanzania, enjoys close and
cordial fraternal relations. My delegation is confident that, given youf
diplomatic skills and‘experience, you will successfully quide the work of the
Councii this month.

My delegatioh would like also to extehd its felicitations to your predecessor,
His Excellency Ambassador Dragoslav Pejic of Yugoslavia, for having presided over
the Council so successfully last month. |

The Securitf Council has once ﬁgaih been convened to consider the question of
Namibia, and my delegation is highly satisfied with the decisiqn to conyené the
Council at this particulaf moment. The situation‘in Namibia has been uncertain for
quite some time now, and at the momént,is such as to,deména aﬁ urgent review by the
international dommunity*and by all peace-loving peoples all over the world who- are
keen to see a genuinely independent Namibia achieved through free and fair
elections under the éontrol and supervision of the United'Nations iranéition

Assistance Group (UNTAG), as envisaged by Securitf Council resolution 435 (1978).
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Mf delegation haS‘been'following very olosely the process‘now under way for
the independehce of Namibia. We have in particular been following keenly the
events thatyhabe beenbtaking place in Naﬁlbla Since the‘emplacement of UNTAG on
1 April 1989.  What has t:anspired‘ano whatrcontinues to evolveyleaves a lot to be
desired if the objective of a'gehuinely independent Namlbia is to be realiied under
the control and supervisionvof,the United Nations, end through ftee and fair
elections. | - e

4The scenario hakes this‘particuler series'of meetings of the Security Counoil
highly crucial. It is crucial in the sense'that the Councilfis meeting, on the one
hand, some four months after the 1mplementat10n of Secur1ty Coun011 resolutlon
435 (1978) began and, on. the other hand when there are some three months left
before the people of Namlbla 'go to the polls to elect members of a const1tuent
assembly. These meetlngs of the Council are cruc1al also because of the1r timing,
‘as’ they will enable the Council to take stock of the activities of UﬁTAG and the
Soutﬁ African réglme in the whole process, so as to come to:some realistio
Prescriptions for corrective action in the curtent implementation of Security
Coun011 resolution 435 (1978) in conformlty with the United Natlons settlement plan
for the- 1ndependence of Namlbla.

It will not be fair to the people of Namibia, tovthe international community
or to the United ﬁations if during the Coonoills deliberations'attempts‘ate made to
avoid coming to grips with the hard facts of the situation, however unpleaeant they‘
might be.: | |

My delegation vie&s with‘oreat concern the situation in Namibia’and would like
to registet its position that the'events that have been taking place. in Namibia, if
left unchecked, will not berconducive to. a structural and administrativek

environment for free and fair elections in Namib ia next November.
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The structures thaﬁ have.been scheduled to be eliminéted‘sipce last’April are‘
Still iniplace. The adnihistrative a;rangemengs that had'emerged with the 4’
emplacement of UNTAG are faltering and, as if byvdesign, are being marginalized.
‘It is our‘contention that the question‘of ensuring the conditions forrfree énd fair
elections in Namibia is the prerogative first and foremoét of the United Natioms.
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) is the brain-child of the Security Councii,
and it is thetéfore the Council which must ensﬁre~-‘and must be seen to be
ensuring - that the resolution is implemented ih its originalvand defihitive form,
as reaffirmed by the Council in its resolution 632 (1989).

In that regard, we call upon the Security Coﬁncil to heed the coﬁcetns
communicated to therCouhcil by tbe Secretar§4Genera1.after his tour in,that regiop
last month. The Secretary-General is not a lone voice in stating such.concerns.: A:
group of préminent Americans from the Commission on Indépendence for Namibia, who
toured the tegion in June this year, also noted that

"There still exist major obstacles to free and fair elections in that

|
i
'

Territory”.
Those voices only add tokthe concerns aiready raisedbon sévérél occasions by the;
front-line States, the Organization of African‘Unity and the Non-~Aligned Movement.
we_now call upqn the Security Council ;o extend its fullest co-operation to the
Secretary-General. as envisaged in paragfaph 54 (g) of the Sécretary~Genera1's
report contained in docﬁﬁent S/20412 of 23 Jénuary 1989, in order to redress the

deteriorating situation in Namibia.
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My delegation notes with grave concern the numerous actibns by the racist
régime of South Africa which do not comply with the letter and spirit of
resclutions 435 (1978). As just one example, the South African
Adminiétrator-General is unilaterally refusing to disband the notorious Koevoet
squad, which continues to intimidate and‘kill the Némibian people to-this date..
The recently announced overtures about finding new roles for Koevoet do not meet
the position of resolution‘435 (1978), which categorically demandé,the ccmpleté
disbanding of that unit. The'paramilitary structures are not being dismantled; the
crucial restrictive and discriminatory laws are not being repéaledj political
prisoners have not all been released from their incarceration; obvious restrictions‘
to access to the press are being imposed by South Africa on some of the political
pérties, and in partiéular the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO).

We aterextremely concerned that the South African'régime appears to be doin§
all that with apparent impunity and totai disregard for, and defi#nce of, the
Special Repre;entative of the Secretary-General in Windhoek, who appears to be
powerless and with no authdrity. My delegation hesifates to come to the conclusion
that such continued‘non—compliénce with reséiution 435 (1978)‘by the SouthrAfrican
régime suggests that the Security Council appears to have‘no‘96wer or'authority to
prevent the Administrator-General in Nahibia from doing whatever he and the South
African régime want.

In addition, two recént pieces of 1egislation, the Registration of Voters Law
{AG19, 1985) which is already in force, and the Draft Cbnstitﬁent Assembly
Proclamation of 21 July 1989, should be brought to the Council's attention so thét
any articles that further entrench and legalize actions jeopardizihg the process
towards having free and fair elections in Namibia éhali be rejected. The Council

has such power; the permanent members of the Security Council have that power and
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that influence. What is néeded_now is the political will by the Council to egert
such force and influence as would ensure the true independence of Namibia.
Otherwise, if the Cpuncil leaves matters to drift, as it appears to have been doing
since last April, a blank cheque will be given to South Africa to manipulate the
election process in violation of the independence plan for Namibia. It is in this
light that our delegation associates itself fully with the statement of the
Chairman of the African Group to the Council yesterday. We endorse the concerns
expressed and the éroposals put forward in that statement.

We do not think there can be ény understandable argument for the Security
Council to sit back and condone all that South Africé is currently and openly doing
to the independence process for Namibia. The stakes are too high if the process
for holding free and fair elections in Namibia is torpedoed by South,Africa for its
own economic and political short—~term interests.

My delegation ardently hopes that the Council's deliberations in this series
of meetings will 'culminate &ith a decision urgently and realistically to tackle the
deteriorating situation in Namibia. It is our expectation that the Council will
force the South African régime to respect the expectations of, and decisions
adopted by; the Security Council. If nothing happens to reverse the current
unsatisfactory situation in Namibia, posterity will bléme the Security: Council for
missing this golden opportunity to ensure true independence for the Namibian people.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thamk the representative

of the United Republic of Tanzania for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Mali. I invite him to take a place

at the Council table and to make his statement.



. Jp/il ‘ S/PV.2877
‘ 43
~Mr, DIAKITE (Mali),(interpretation from French):’ I wish first, Sir, to
express.my delegation'’s satisfaction at seeing you pre51d1ng over the Securxty
‘Council for the month of August. You are the representatlve of a frlendly country,
Algeria, with which we have excellent relations. The long 11berat1on struggle of
the Algerian people and the permanent, distinterested support your country has
givenrto perle»struggling against foreign domination, as well as your persenal
’qualities guarantee the success of our work.
My delegation also takes this opportunity to congratulate the Ambassador of
Yugoslavia on the skill with which he conducted the Council's work last month.
Finally, through you, Sir, I pay tribute to the Secretary-General for his
praiseworthy, tireless efforts to implement the United Nations plan for the
independence of Namibia. |
Developments iﬁ Namibia are causing grave concern to Africa and the
international community. Resolution 435 (1978)f whose complete and correct
implementation would make it possible for Namibia to become independent withinvehe
framework of free and fair eleetions, is‘constantly being violated by South
Africa. After the events of 1 April this year, provoked and cynically exp101ted by
South Africa, we have witnessed for some months a fur ther deterloratlon of the
sitation in the Territory.
| It will be recalled that resolution 435 (1978) providee for, among other
things, the dissolution of all ethnic and paramilitary forces as well as the
dismantling of their command structures. What do we see today on the ground?
South Africa continues to defy the United Nations,'flagrantly resisting the
dissolutien of its Koevoet death sqﬁads,’integrated into ﬁhe South West Africa
Police (SWAPOL).
With the elections only a few months away, the Namibian people is being

terrerized. _Supporters of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) are
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subjected to daily intimidation. South Africa is manipulating thevelectoral lists,
and many Namibian political prisoners are still in detention.

All of that causes us profound concern, because the minimum conditions for
guaranteeing free and fair elections are far from being met. That concern is
shared by the whole international commﬁnity and by eminent independent persons.

For example, some eminent Americans, including legisiators, belonging: to a body
known as the Commission on Independence for Namibia, testified eloquently in The

New York Times of 12 August 1989 after a recent visit to Namibia. On the basis of

their firsthand experience, they stated that there still existed m&jo: obstacles to
I ) ;
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free and fair elections in Namibia next Novenber.
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It reached those conclusions on the basis of facts which have been noted and
denounced by other independent sources. Indeed the Commission accuses South Africa
of exerting a negative influence on the development of the independence process in
Namibia in orderrto keep an independent Namibia within its sphere of influence.
Still referring to the facts noted by that Commission, elements of Koevoet, which
have béén integrated into the local police force - the SOuth‘WESt Africa
Police (SWAPOL) - are more than ever before terrorizing the civilian population, in
particular fhe refugees returning home to the Territory in order to exercise their
right to vote. Furthermore, the Scuth African authorities are encouraging South
African nationals to be registered in Namibia in order to take part in the
elections with the aim of upsetting the results.

The South African administration has prepared draft legislation which is
prejudicial to the secret nature of the balloting as well as to the regular
counting of the ballots. Furthermore, the constituent assembly to emerge from
future elections will under this legislation only have the power to make proposals
and issue recommendations; and these proposals and recommendations will have t6 be
approved by the South African Administrator to be fully implemented. That is
tantamount to conferring the right of veto upon the Administrator.

The Independent Commission also found that the political parties do not all
have equal access to the media and other means of communication.

All'those violations by South Africa, which we vigorously denounce, have been
carried out in spite of the presence of the United Nagions forces, whose ability to
operate is diminishing with every passing day .

Faced with this dangerous escalation, we cannot remain passive. The
internationai community bears a particular responsibility on the question of

Namibia, and it must react in order to prevail upon South Africa to comply with the
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provisions of resolution 435 (1978). Tﬁe Security Céuncil, upon which the Charter
has conferred a special :ésponsibility for the maintenance of international peace
and security, must as a result of this debate take specific steps to make it
possible fof the Namibian people to decide its own future with compiete peace of
mind. To this end the Security Council must denouncé South Africa's manoeuvres,
which are designed to keep Namibia under its domihﬁtion; demand that it dismantle
the Koevoet death squads and cease all acts of terrorism and intimidation against
supportefs of the South West Africa People's Orgaination (SWAPO), as well as all
policies aimed at rigging the electoral lists; and require the release of all
Namibian political prisoners.

Lastly, we believe that, faced with an unstable South Africa which flouts the
decisions of our Organization and is incapable of honouring its own commitments,
the Security Council must proceed with more firﬁness. We are not asking for
anything that is beyond the canpetence of thé Council. Like all other peoples, the
Namibian people - which has suffered so ﬁuch from»oﬁpreséion and domination at the
hands of the Pretorié racists - aspires to freedom and independence. It is up to
all of us to ensure that no‘obstacle will stand in the way of the exercise of this
inalienable right.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative

of Mali for his kind words addressed to me.

There are no further sﬁeakers for this meeting. The next meeting of the
Sécurity Council to continue its consideration ofrthe item on ité agenda will be
held tomorrow, 18 August, at 10.30 a.m. |

The meetiqg‘rose.at 12.25 p.m,




