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The meeting was called to order at 12.05 p.m.

ADOPT ION OF THE AGENDA

Fr

». - -
The agenda was adopted. RSP E

THE SITUATION IN NAMIBIA 27 = ¢ .o

-

LETTER DATED 10 AUGUST 1989;FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF GHANA TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED 1O THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY CDUNCIL (S/20779)

LETTER DATED 10 AUGUST 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ZIMBABWE TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY C(DUNCIL (S/20782)

The PRESIDENT (ihterpretation frem French): - I should like to inform the
Council that I have received letters from the representatives of Angola, Cameroon;
Cuba, Egypt, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria,' South Africa, the United Republic‘of ‘Tanzania
and Zambia in which they ’request to be invited to participate in the discussion of
the item on the Council's agehda. In conformity with t.he» usual practice, I
pfopose, with the consent of the Council, to‘ invite those representatives to
participate in the discussion without the right to vote, in accorﬁdanc}:e with the

relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules

of procedure.
There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Gbeho (Ghana) took a place at the

Council table; Mr. Diakenga Serao (Angola), Mr. Engo (Cameroon), Mr. Oramas Oliva

(Cuba), Mr. Badawi (Egypt), Mr. Diakite (Mali), Mr. Garba (Nigeria), Mr. Shearar

(South Africa), Mr. Mongella (United Republic of Tanzania) and M.r. Zuze (Zambia)

took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRPSIDENT (interpretation from French). The Security Council will

now begin its consideration of the item on 1ts agenda. The Security'Council is

meetmg in response to the requests contained m two letters dated 10 August 1989 -
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from the Permanent Representatives of Ghana and Zimbabwe to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the Security Council, documents S/20779 and S/20782,
respectively.

I should like to draw the attention of menbers of the Council to the following
documents: S/20784, letter dated 10 August 1989 from the Permanent Representative
of Zimbabwe to the United Nations addressed to the Secretar_ -General; and S/20788,
letter dated 15 August 1989 from the Permanent Representative of South Africa to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General.

The first speaker is the representative of Ghana, who wishes to make a
statement in his capacity as Chairman of the Group of African States for the month
of August.

Mr. GBEHO (Ghana): I should like to begin my statement befére the
Council with an expression of sincere congratulations to you, Sir, >m your
assumption of the very important office of Presidént of the Security Council for
the month of August.  As an illustrious son of Af_rica who has achieved this
distinction, you fill us with justifiable pride. I have no doubt that your
ac_:complishments as a diplomat and negotiator will benefit the Council immensely.

May I take this opportunity to offer my thanks and appreciation to His
Excellency Mr. Dragoslav Pejic of Yugoslavia for his successful leadership of the
Council during the month of ‘July.

‘I have come before the Council today in my capacity as Chairman of the Group
of African States at the United Nations to express the Group's serious concern at
the current situation in Namibia as the Territory continues preparations for its
independeﬁce. The African Group‘has turned to the Council because it was this body
which mandated the transitional process in the Territory and also ensuied the

involvement of the United Nations Transition Group (UNTAG).
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In short, we wish to draw the Council's urgent attention to current conditions
in the Territory which, in our‘considered view, militaté against the achievement of
the objectives of Security Council resolution 435 (1978). We are here to request
the Council urgently to reassess the situation in Namibia with a view to furthef
exercising its powers and influence for ensuring free and fair elections in the
Territory.

However, let me first convey the appreciation and gratitude of the African
Group for the creditable work that the Secretary-General, |
Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, and his staff continue to perform in respect of
Namibia. The difficulties that they have encountered since the transitional
process began are colossal and the limited success achieved so far commendable. We
are nevertheless here today to entreat the Council to do a little more to support
and enhance the efforts of the Secretary-General so that there is an assurance not
only of the holding of elections by a certain date but also a guarantee that all
aspects of the electoral process will be beyond reproach.

When an Agreement was signed by Angola, Cuba and South Africa on
22 December 1988, that event ushered in a prospect for peace such as the Territory
of Namibia had never experienced before. The Agreement committed the countries in
the region, including the Republic of South Africa, to co-operate with the
Secretary-General to ensure the independence of Namibia through free and fair
elections. It was accepted - and the Councilyendbrsed it - that the process
leading to the independence of Namibia should be in accordance with Security‘
Council resolution 435 (1978). ’That resolution and subsequent resolutions of the
Council have congksteﬁtly maintained that the electoral process should be free and
fair, and that it should be under the supervision and control of the

Secretary-General and his Special Representative in the Territory.
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After a serious and careful assessment of the situation in Namibia, the
African Group considers it its bounden duty to inform the Council that, four whole
months after its commencement, the elegtoral process is still neither free nor fair
and that the actions of Séuth Africa, through its Administrator-General, have -
virtually diminished the authority of the Special'RepresentétiVe rather than
assisted him to be an effectiée controliér. Almost‘routiné departures from agreed
_procedures havexcontinuéd‘over a long period.

The African Group could have turned to the Council earlier bﬁt for the fact
that the Secretary-General had schéduledva visit to the Territory in July, and the’
Organization of African Unity (OAU) ,- the relevant regional organization, had alSq .
planned to discuss the same matter at the recently held summit meeting in
Ethiopia. It was decided, in the ciréumstance, that any action should await the
completipn of those two events. Both have now taken place and,. regrettably.v the
sit@ation in Namibia does still not augur well for the holding of free and fair
elections. It has become necessary to call the urgent attention of the Council to
this unsatisfactory and dangerous situation in order to ensure justice to all
parties in the remaining period of the electoral procesé.

The first major concern of the African Group is the confinued,presence and
violent activities of the erstwhiie‘South African couﬁter-insurgency unit known és:
Koevoet. . let me quote the,Secretary-Genefal on this unhappy situafion. In his
address to the twenty-fifth summit meeﬁing of the Organization of Af:iéan Unity, in’ ‘
Addis Ababa on 24 July 1989 he said: |

"Regre;tably, these provisioné have not been fully respected. First, after

the diébandmént of the counter-insurgency unit, Koévoet, certain'elements of

that unit weJe absorbed into the South West Africa Police (SWAPOL). In the
years preceding~implementation’of the United Nations plan, Koevoet had~eagned‘

an evil reputation in northern Namibia.  UNTAG has clearly established that
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ex-Koevoet elements in SWAPOL hevenot adjuSted to the new political situation 7
in Namibia and have continued to harass and intimidate the civilian
population. 'l‘hey are not su1tab1e for continued employment in the pol1ce
force under the terms of the United Natlons plan. Eurt_hermcre, the use by
SWAPOL, especia].ly'the ex-Koevoet elements, of the armoured personnel carriers
known as CASSPIRS and of the heavy machine-guns, is clearly contrary to the
settlement plan's stipulation that the 'police should be lightly armed'. "

As a result of the efforts deployed by the Secretary~General and his Special
Representatiue, ‘the Secretary-General reports that some progress has been made in
this area. However, the intefnationel media and numerous eye—wi‘tness ecCOunts of
events in Namibia m the last few days, confirm that elements of Koevoet are still
murdering, maiming and generally harassing rural dwellers,‘especially supporters of
the South West Africa People's Organizatlon (SWAl’O) ’ wi'th the ‘obvious intention of
compelling them' to switch political supporl:.

In addition to recognizing that the unlawful and evil activities of the
dreaded Koevoet constitute a threat to life, li‘mb and propex:ty, the Council must
also agree that the integration of elementsy'of that unit into the South West Africa
Police (SWAPOL) is 'contrary to the terms of resolution ‘435 (1978) and also unwise,
considefing the terrible reputation of the Koevoet. Even more important is’ the
fact that if the harassment contlnues unchecked it would doubtless affect many
" Namibians psychologlcally, espec1a11y the smple peasants and other r:ural dwellers,
in a manner that could impact adversely on the elections in Novenber. Of course, |
this is the objective of the Roevoet, fof whose :activities the
‘Mministrator\—General and South Africa are"‘responsible.

‘The Council is under no obligyation to be perty to this infraction of

resolution 435 (1978). 1Indeed, as the Secretary-General said in the statement I
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referred to earlier;. and the African Group agrees with him totally:

".;. there must be full compliance with the settlement plan's proirisions

relating to the police."
The Council is obliged to uphold‘this import;ant view. ~ Any reported intention of
the Admiﬁis(:rator—-General to have Roevoet elements confined will still not meet the
requirement of resolution 435 (1978)' because the Koevoet unit was supposed to have
been disbanded and its command structure dismantled. The recently announce’d‘
measures by the Administrator-General fall short of the requirements of resolution
435 (1978) and therefore cannbt be accepted..

The second matter of cc;ncern to the Afriéan Group, and which also requires the
urgent attention of the Council, centres on the loop-hole in the recent Voter
Registration Proclamation which allows South Affican nationals to register and to

vote in the forthcoming elections.
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In May this year the Government of Séuth Africa, through j.ts»
Administrator—General in Namibia, published a dfaft Registration of Voters Law
(AG19) 1989, which provided for the registration and voting of non-Namibians in the
proposed elections for the Constituent Assembly. Quite rapar,t from the imprudence
of allowing only 21 days for the submission of comments on’ the draft before it
becomes law, the Administrator-General -proceeded to ignore all re'a‘sonegi comménts
made by the VSouth West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), the churches and the
- trade unions by finalizing the draft law and piomulgating it." Information
emanating from Namibia indicates that this law has enabled a host of South Africans
and other foréigners to be registe;:ed to vote in the Constituent Assénbly elections.
| : The draft Constituent Assembly Proclamation of 21 July 1989 in Section 4(1)
states that:

"Any person whose name appears on the register _of voﬁers and who 1is pf. or
over the age of t;wenty-me years and i’s not subject to a qualification
mentioned in subsection (2) shall be qualified to bevelected, or to be a
me*nber of, the Assenbly." |

This broad definition of who is qualified to be elected to the Constituent Assenbiy
surely goes beyond tﬁe wording of Sécur‘ity Council resolution 435 ‘ (1978) , which
provides in paragraph 6 of the Westerh proposal (S/12636) that "every adult .
‘Namibian" shall be eligible to stand fér elections. The oﬁly point at issue in
that recommendatory provision is who is a Namibian. In"the' absence of a legal
meaning, because current Namibian citizenship as such does not exist, U: .should by.
épy reasonable inference exclude (a) citizens of other countries and (b) persons
who, although born in Namibia, have either taken up permanent residence elsew.here‘

| or have transferred their ‘allegiance 'by taking foreign citizenship, serving in the

armed forces of another country or voting in foreign elections.
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Amendments to the present law are therefore necessary if we are to stem ‘the
present rush to register by South African ersbtwhile soldiers and civil servants who
have served in the administratien, armed forces or police.in Namibia. Their
purpose, of course, is to frustrate the electoral process which the Council and the
international community insist should be free and fa‘i’rb. The Ceuncil therefore
shouldract to stop this practice because it is unfair to the‘people of Namibia and
the electoral process itself.

'The African Group wouid like also to draw the particular attention of Vthe
Council to some _iﬁl'portant aspects of the series of draft proclamations recently

' issuedvby the Mministrator-General because they constitute a sﬁbtle ettempt at
excluding a substantial number of SWAPO members, espec1a11y its 1eadersh1p, from
registermg, being quahﬁed to be elected or voting in the proposed electlons.
Such an attempt is forbidden by resolution 435 (1978) and no proclamation should

-make it legal. |

The subsectiqns of Section 4(2) of the draft Censtituent Assembly, for

example, bar persons from serving who should be eligi:ble for membership-of £he
Assembly. Section 4(2) (a), to be precise, states that no person shall be quelified
to be elected to, or to be a iﬁember of, the Assembly'iif he

"h‘as‘ been convicted of an offence referred to in Schedule I of the Criminal’

.Procedure Act, 1977 (Act 51 of 1977)". | |

of course‘Sc'h»edule I of Act 51 specifically ‘includes not on'ly the poliical crimes

of treason and sedition, but also 'epy of»fence"\punishable by a term of

impr isonment of more than six‘month.s .without: the option of a fine. The
interpretation of the ehras'e "any offence" by the South African anthorities,

notably the Admmistrator-General, is that it covers all political offences. _

Surely this was not the intention of resolution 435 (1978).
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In assessing this clause I ask the Council to bear in‘mind that a sﬁbstaﬁtiai
number of SWAPO's most active supporters in Namii)ia have been convicted by South‘
Africa of political- crimes. This was the ﬁnavoidable part of the political
struggle for independence which the Council understan'd; and now ﬁiéhes to settle

through the plan forv the independence 6f Namibia. Indeed, many refugges had fled
‘the Territory at some time or other in order to avoid constant harassment after
serving a term for such anvoffénce. . If this p:rovision were therefore to remain’
law, mahy of SWAPO's most promihent menbers, including for :example; 'Ibiv’o' ya Toivo,
who spent sévéral years in gaol because of his nationalism, would be giisqu’alifiedv.

Nor is that the éﬁd of the attempt by South Africa to deal an indirect blow to
one of ‘the parties, SWAPO, in the implemen_tation 'of resolution 435 ‘(1978). k Section
4(3) (a) states that |

"a person who has been granted a free pérdon shall be deemed hot to have been

convicted of ’thevoffence in respect of which he has been pardoned™.

This otherwise generous and logical provis ion is, however, inténded to delude. A
careful gxmination would reveal that it4is of no benet"it‘ to many SWAPO members who
have been convicted 6f political crimes since the amééty recently granted té
retufnees under Proclamation AG ‘13 of 1989"apparen£iy does doi: constib.xtg a
,par‘don." Furthermore, that amnésty applies only to returning refugees and nét to
Namibians who remained in 'the, Tefritory.

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General did not succeed in having
all such unfair .cl.auses expunged from the various draft pfoclanvations, présumabiy
because resolution 435 (197‘8) conferhs responsibility for procl'amétions on the
Administrator-General only. But we holdr thag éuch an attiﬁ:de ié in conflict with

the Council's directivés that the Special Representative should "supervise and
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control”® the implementation of the said resolution. We call upon the Council in
the circumstance to resolve the problem in favour of fairness and justice . to all

parties.
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The last point that I wish to make about the various proclamations now

- obtaining in Namibia is _the‘ éxcéssive power they vest in the |
Administi:ator-General. In the matter .of4the furict;ioning of the Consti.tuent
Asseﬁbly, for instance, he has the authority to ignoré the Assembly's ’requests,
recommendationé and proposals as to any ‘cou‘rs’e of action the Assenbly desires to be
followed for the attainment of the sWereign independence of Namibia.

Section 2 (4), of the Constituent Assembly Proclamation states that‘a'

"The Administ'rator—Gen‘eral shali not be 'obliged to gi\;e effect to any request,

recommendation or proposal submitted by the Assembly under‘ subsection (3)".

Subsection (3)> allqws the Assenbiy 'to submit reguests, recommendations and
proposals to the Administrator-General oh

"any course of action it desires to be followea or any steps it desires to be

taken with a view to the attain‘ment’of independencek by the territory bas a

sovereign state".

This means that all requests or proposals are at the total discretion of the
Administrator-General and do not havé't'o.mee’t certain estabi ished criteria or even
to'represent the unanimous view of thé Asserbly.

If these two subsections stand as they are presently worded, then the
inference couid be thét Namibia can never gain independence unless thé Constituent
Assembly drafts a cénstitution Ehat is totally acceptable i:o thé
Admiinistrator—Genveral. And we know what constituvtidn would be:preferred by the
Administrator-General. Such a proirisiori flies in the facé of resoclution 435 (1978)
and should be reconsidered.

I havé presented some of the reasons’that have ledithe African Group to'
coﬁclude that the plan for the indepehdence of Namibia is not being faithfully

implemented. This finding echoesr the general conclusions of the people of Namibia,
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the churches, trade unions and many impértial internationalkobservers. For
instance, a United States-based commission on independence for Namibia, which is
jointly chairéd by Senator Paul Simon, the Democratic Senator of the African
Sub-Committée‘of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and Dr. Burke Marsha11,>
professor of :law at Yale Uhiversity and former Assistant Attorney-General fo; Civil
_Rights in the United States Department of Justice, was reported by the newspaper
Namiﬁian as having concluded after a study tour on 23 June that
"the United Nations supervision and control of South Africa's role ink the
tranSitional period had hitherto failed to produce conclusive conditions that
are the prereqﬁisite to free and fair elections called for in United Nations
Security Céuncil resolutibn‘435'.
The interna;ional Catholic délegation to Namibia has stated, as=réportéd in
its press release‘dated 28 July 1989 that |
"by the time of our viéit}to Namibia in mid-July, disappointment at UNTAG's
role had been translated infotdistrust. At timés when conéerned UNTAG
personnél wor ked diiigentlyvunder the constraining circumsténces of the .
UNTAG-South Africa agreeﬁents, this mistrust was‘misplaééd. On other
occasions, when UNTAG were being hoodwinked by SWAPOL, were biased in their :
judgement through lack of communication with the community, or found local
complaints not being pﬁrsued vigorously at higher ievel,-distrust was more
than appropr iate™”. | |
Menbers of that Catholic delegation were Robert Dumas, Adviser to the United
~ States Conferénce, from the United States; Bishop Edward A_dams, of South Africa, .
Sudthoorn; Khotso Kekana, press officér, South Africa Catholic Bishoés Conferencé;
South Africa; and Ian Linden, General Sécretary of the Catholic Institute for

International Relations, of the United Kingdom.
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Th_e same delegation concluded:
"We listened attentively to Chief Inspector Brune, SWAPOL Liaison

Officer, and to the Administrator General as they attempted to justify the use

of ‘Koevoet forces in SWAPOL. After,collecting detailed-information on

Roevoet/SWAFOL in a number of areasi, it is our conclusion that their -

justification .disg‘uises either a cultivated ignorance of the systematic nature

of human rights violations by SWAFPOL or a deliberate political intent to keep

a militarized counter- insurgency force in operation in v1olation of

resolution 435" '

‘It is a fact that the plan for independence of Namibia isi not working Well and
tha»t the general political atmosphere in ‘Namibia is pollu:ted;and discouraging.'

The Secretary-General has informed ‘the COuncil about‘what his efforts have so
far achieved, ‘and we apprec1ate them enormously. But the question at this stage is
inot whether Cassplrs have been reduced from 380 to 60, nor whether some or & all of :
the machine-guns mounted on them have been removed.‘ The fact is that Koeveot
elements are still in brutal and mtimidatmg evidence ‘in Namibia and must be
removed. The 1ssue_ is that the so-called progress registered still does not answer
to resolution 435 (1978), which demands full compliance. |

We have come. to the Security Council to request that action:be tak}en“
immediately,to address the unsatisfaCtory situation because its ‘continuation will
frustrate Namibians, render the implementation of resolution 435 (1978) a sham and
hold the: United Nations, the Security Counc1l 1ncluded, to open ridicule.
Furthermore there can be no one in -the’ Counc11 who is not aware of the past record
of‘South Africa on Namibia. The Administrator-General's action to obfuscate the

1mplementation of the plan is a deliberate strategy to undermine one of the parties
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in the electiohs. In ﬁhe name of decency and justice, he must not be allowed to
succeed.,

In the facg‘of this unacceptable and even dangerégs sitqation in Namibia, I am
mandateé“by the African Group to request the Sécurity Council to act urgently to
ensure compliance with resolution 435 (1978) and to clear the political abnésphere
in the‘ Territory. The Council's actions must preferably follow the following
recommenda tions : '

First, to adopt a reéolution that will ensure that the Secretary-General, the
Special Representative and UNTAG as a Qhole have the power to supervise and control
" events, especially the electoral process in Namibia;

Second, to firmly request South Africa and ‘its Admin»istrator-General‘ in
Namibia toiurgently disband totally and dismantle the command stfucture of the
temaining Koevoet elements in SWAPOL and to end all forms of harassment of
Namibians my members of that group; the annoﬁnced reduction and the intention to_‘
confine Koevoet are not terms that match the prequisites of resolution 435 (1978).

Thifd, to urgently review ali laws and draft proclamations currently obtaininé'
in the Térritory, and bearing on the plan for the independence of Namibia with a
view to reguesting South Africa and the Administrator-General to rémve all c_l'auses
thatv discriminate or givé unfair advantage to one or other of the parties involved;

Fourth, to regquest South Africa to withdraw all Casspifs from use by SWAPOL,
and that specific concurrenée of UNTAG should be required fgr any deploym:ant of
thaf vehicle. | |

Fifth, to ensure that sﬁffAicient and equal time is given to all political
parties ‘on radio and television to educate the electorate and campaign for the
eleétions;

Sixth, to request South'vi\frica énd the Administrator-General to remove the

recent ban on the use of baptismal records for regis'tration purposes by the Chief
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Registration Officer, as a response to two or three isolated cases of falsification
of documents; in Namibia, as in most developing countries, the ban on this only

reliable record will lead to the unjustifiable exclusion of thousands of qualified

voters;
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Seventh, to review the rlaws pertaining to the aétual condu.ct of elections with
a view to: offer ing guidance on ensuring secrecy and the elimination of loopholeé
that might allow electoral malpractice;

Eighth, to ensuré thét rthe present practice of South Afrvica and its
Administrator-General of undermiﬁing one of the parties ceases at oncej and

Ninth, to consider seriously ’the need or otherwise of adjusting the cut-off_,
‘date for thé registration of voters in order to give those who have hitherto been
.affected adversely by present laws and practices the opportunity to rectify their
’étatus.ér condi tion.
| 'I"he African Gfoup must confess to being rather weary of the excuse, and the .
assufancé, i:hat South Africa Qill eventually adhere to the terms of vthe plan. -If
the Soﬁth African autﬁorities have not adhered to the rules since Aﬁ)ril tbe
~lik1ihood of their doing so vpluntarily in the remaining two and a half months
befo.re‘the elections is a-lmost z‘ero." That excuse helps the South African éausé
more than it ensﬁres thg implementatién of resolution 435 (1978). To delay further
would be to aid South Africa in cheating the system. |

e p‘lacej the diffiéult and delicate task before the Security Council in the
full knowledgé that the Council is the ultimate au’thority on the i:ransition’ of the
Territory of Namibia to indepéndence. We implore members of the Council,
therefore, to call oh their stex;ling qﬁalities so as to save the peopie of Namibia
from tric’kefy and treachéry, and the United MNations as a 4whole from inactibn an‘dA
condemnation. 4 | |

States menber§ of the African Group stand ready to offer »all assistance within
their p&w_er and to work in harmonious and inspired crollaboration with the Seéurity

Council for the achievement of free and fair elections in Namibia.
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The PRESIDINT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative
of Ghana for the kind words-he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Egypt,'who wishes to make a‘
statement as current Chalrman of the Organlzatlon of Afrlcan Uh1ty. I invite him
to take a place at the Council table and to make h1s statement.
| Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic): I am sbeaking today not
only as representative of Eg?pt but also as Chairman of the Organization of African
Unity (OAU). . ‘

I take this oppoftunity, Sir, to express our sincere congratulations to you on
your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council, the highest body
entrusted with the malntenance of international peace and securlty. I am certain
that thanks to your great ablllty you will gulde the work of the Council
effectively. I am well aoquamted with your vast exper:.ence and pol1ti.ca1 wisdom,
and I ﬁish you all success in your tasks.‘ Because of the links of Arab brotherhood
between our two countries, Aigeria‘and Egypt, I am patticuiarly nroud to see you
occunying the presidency of the Secotity Council.

I wish also to express our Qratitude and appreciation to the Ambassador of
YUgoslav1a,er. Dragoslav Pejic, for hav1ng quided the work of the Council last
month with such wisdom and skill. .

Today, the Security Council is discussing a question that goes back torthe
very inception of the ﬁnited Nations, one that was considered‘at the General
Assembly's first sess'ion. For more than four decades the General Assenbiy has been
adopting numerous resolutions on this Subject. Many resolutions have been adopted

also by the Securlty Council and other principal organs of the United Nations.‘
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; Tﬁe Geﬁeral Assembly's 1966~adop£ion of its historic_ resoiution 2145 ('xx;),
whichlput an end to South Africa's Mandate over the 'I‘errif:éry and conferred upon
the United Nations direct responsibility for the‘ administration of the T‘erritory
until il:xdépendence, was a vital step forward that was unprecedented in the h’is,tory
of the wbrld Organization.

'I‘h'e_unan‘imous ;doption of Security Council resolution 435 (>1978v) cro{med the
brganizétion's efforts to move towards the peaceful settlement of the questioh of
Namibia ‘enabling thosfe who’possess leéitiméte rights to’exerc‘ise them and
contribufing to the peace and security'of an important region of Africa.

i‘hé international community welcomed that lres_ol’ution and saw in it the singie ,
i'nternationally' accepted plhﬁ to enable the Namibian people to exercise its right’
. to self-determination and independence. and to sovereignty over its natural wealth
"and economic resources: | o

| - The O_rganization. of African Unity (OAU) has shared the international
communitjr's in_terest in the independence of Namibia, and it has been on the'OAU's v
| 'ééenda since its inception. The ORD ‘be.liyeves that the f‘reeAdon'l ‘o.f the Afric_an‘ |
continent will be fuliy’aéhieved only with the independence of Namibia. 'Lik\é\the'
rest of the internatiohal community, the OAU therefore. welco‘med the United Nations .
Plan to achieve ulat objecti{re and actively supported diplomatic efforts'f:ov‘tha"t
end, in order to bring about the implementation of ther plan.

' Although the international community agrees on the need to implement the plan
in order to enable the Namibian people to exercise its right to freedom and
.independence, its practical implementation has met with obstacles. Dj'lplomatic‘
efforts last year gave rise to vthe hope that we should be able to proclaim f.he |
';independence of Namibia and to g.ive true effect td the United»’ﬁations plan as of

1 April 1989.
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Egypt has supported every effort to lead Namibia to independence and to bring
peace and security to southern Africa. Thus, it welcomed the choice of Cairo as

venue for the first round of talks on the implementation of Security Council

resolution 435 (1978).
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In Egypt we are nroud of onr participation, whicn we believe is only natural,
given our commitment to the just causes of Africa. Cairo's hosting the talks
represented the crowning of our efforte in support of the rignt of the Namibian -
people to freedom‘and dignity, support that goes*back‘to before‘the South West

_Africa People‘s Organieation (SWAPO)'chose Cairo to openvcne‘of its first offices
abroad. |

The international community, which is'moving ever closer to the achievement of
its objectives; considers it essential for all parties fully.to respect'the
1nternat1ona1 plan and 1mplement it in all its aspects, in a spirlt of co—operatlon
and good faith.‘ However, the implementation of resolution 435 (1978) is still .
encountering obstacles, ‘whose perpetuation might jeopardize our undertaking and
undermine the chances of peace or might lead to a precarious form of independence,
leadine to an endless cyele of strnggle in and-a:ound Namibia that would have -
,disastrons consequences difficult to foresee fot the fegion and indeed for world

.'peace and security.

We 1n Africa believe that by ma1nta1n1ng the criminal Koevoet elements in the 4
service of the local police South Africa is not only bringing about an escalation
of violence and provocation in Namibia but thereby shaking international confidence
in the possibility of achieving free and normal elections. We believe that that is
also a violation of the spirit and letter of the peace plan.

Africa shares with the Secretary-General and his representative in Namlbia .and
with the whole international‘community deep concern,abogtvthe deteriorating
situation in Namibia, especially in the northern area,kwhere Koevoet elements are
engaging in acts of provocation and aggreSsion - indeed; murder. Africa insists
that these elements be demobilized and that their activities be ended.

Those deteriorating security conditions d not permit the holding of free.and

normal elections - the objective of resolution 435 (1978) - which are designed to
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 enable the Namibian people to exercise its right torself—determination and decide
its own fate.k Accordingly, we ask the Government of South Africa to continue to‘
show a sense ofvresponsibility and reason and to spare-the‘region further trouble
and instability, thus enabling the peoples of the region to face the challenges of
development and survxval.

o We also ask the Government of South Africa fully to respect the peace plan and
to co-operate s1ncerely with the Secretary—General s Special Representative in the
plan's implementation. For Africa, that is the only approach to enable the
Namibian people to exercise its right to self-determination. All of Africa
believes that that is. the beginning of the right road to peace .and security in the vv

region as a whole,‘1n the interests of all concerned. :

In expressing‘the1wish to see all the parties concerned displaying a spirit_of
51ncere co-operation with the Secretary-General in the implementation of the
mdependence plan for Namibia and showing thenselves equal to this historic
responsxbility, the,international community believes that South Africa must at this
stage increase its efforts to demonstrate to the internatienal community that it is
seriously committed to peace. Indeed, past experiencelhas; tovsay'theileast,
'seriously undermined confidence in SOuth Africa 8 good intentions. -

Africa invites all the parties concerned to shoulder their responsibilities
and to persist in their efforts to convince South Africa and invite it by all
possible means to seiae this:opportunity, which willbnot come again,‘to.bringbpeace
to the region and to respect the will of the 1nternational oommunity by fully |
carrying out its commitments under the peace plan. It should also enable the plan

to: progress normally and’ with certalnty in order to enable the Namibian people to.

determine its fate in complete freedom.'if
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We venture to hope that thé ffetoria Government will reqund to this appeal ‘-
'and to the voice of wisdom and show political courage and good faith by taking Ithe
neceséary meaéurgs to restore.ipternational'confidence in the implementation of the
plan for peace and independence for Namibia.

The Orgahization of African Unity is making rgady to receive an independent
Namibia into its membership, thué marking the fall of the las£ bastion of
colonialism on the African contineht andvharnessing Namibia's humén resources in
the economic ahd sqciél deveiopment'of Africa. We hope ﬁhat we shall not have a
long wait.

We in Africa know that the Secretary-General's task in Africa is perilous and
thornj. it'is also a unique and historic responsibility. We have confidence in -
his wisdom and expefience‘and we ;ely on his impartiality, objectivity and ability
to bring this véSsel to a safe port. k .

Let me take this>opportupity to expfess Africé's deep appreciation of the
Secretary-Generél's efforts. Africa wishes him full success in carfying out his‘
historic dutieé~and reaffirms its faith in him. We hold in high esteem ﬁhe
sincerity and determinatioh he and those ﬁho are helping him have demonsirated in

circumstances we all know ate extremely difficult and éomplex;

Thé PRES IDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the representative
of Egypt for his kind words addressed'tb,me.

The next speaker isfthe representative of Zambia. I_invite him to take a
 p1ace at the Council table ahd to make his statement.

Mr. ZUZE (Zambia): Let me first réspbnd to the neéds of;fradition by
expressing‘Zambia's sincere congratulations to you, Sir, on your accéssﬁon to the
presidency of ‘the Security Céuncil for the month of August. You represent a
friendly, hon-aligned country with which my country, Zambia, enjoys the best of

relations. At a personal level, you have remained a symbol of dedication,
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commitment and devotion‘to duty and to the freedom‘struggle in Namibia. .It‘is

_therefore fitting that as we come before-this lofty bedy to seek justice and fair
play ae this criﬁical‘period in the‘implementetion of resolution 435 (1978) we do
eo under the esteemed leaéershipvof a seesoned diplomat ahe a great eon of Africa.

May your presidency see us through to a successful conclusion of our

deliberations.



NS/td L S/PV. 2876
» ' 31

(Mr. Zuze, Zambia)

May I take the liberty to pay'a deserved tribute to another dear colleague of
mine, Afhbassador P.ejic of Yugoslavia, who guided the‘worl‘c of ‘the Security Council
with 'great tact and wisdom during the month of July. I also wish to place on
record my delegation s appreciation to menbers of the Secur1ty Council for accedmg
to Zambia s request to particpate in this 1mportant debate.

 During negotiations that. culminated in adOptlon by this Council of resolution
629 (1989) and 632 (1989) we in the African Group and the Movement of Non-Ali/gned‘
Countries ‘expresse‘d our"‘ ooncerns aoout South Africa's‘hidden agenda in Namibia.

We knew then, as we know now, that South Africa wouid eventually phase itself
out of Namibia, but that it intended to maintain its »presence'b'y‘other means, for
it is againSt human naturerfor South Africa to 1egiS1ate‘ itself out of existence or
to preside over its liquidai:ion; |

It was also foreseeable at that time that 'S-Ou—tthfrica would strive to
;discredit 'tl_rle Sou‘th West Africa i’eople's Organi'zation ’(SWAPO) mil’itarily and
politically. The events of 1 April and the subsequent intimidati'on and killing of
SWAPO supporters in northern Namibla by Koevoet must therefore be seen as South
Africa's efforts to prevent SWAPO's electoral victory apd to guarantee its puppet'
constitutional role in the»evolutlon of Nam:.bla s mdependence. 'I‘hat is one way
South Africa wivshes to maintain its prese?tace in Namibia.""'

Although we a‘re ‘half-way throuéh the transitional period to Namibia's
independe,nce the situation in rtle oountry remains precarious. SWAPO's leadership
remains exposed to assassinations by Koevoet and others who are afraid of a SWAPO
electoral victory. South Africa, wh1ch had 11 years of non-lmplementatxon of
resolution 435 (1978) to prepare \for.rigg.ing‘both the electoral process and the
eleotoral results, continues to engage in ka propaganda campaign to inalign SWAFO,
‘pointing ro events ;;rior"to and ‘following? 1 April as having been caused by bad

judgement on the part of SWAFO leadership - disinformation which is aimed at giving
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credibility to a SWAPO defeat. Despite the fact that the United Nations settlement
planAcalls for the demobilization of the citizen'commandosAand ethnic forces énd
the dismantling of their command structure, South Africa has refused to demcbilize
and to dismantle the command structure offKoevoeg and the so-called South West
Africa Territorial Force (SWATF).

The isSpe is not whether Koevoet should be redeployed away from northern
Namibia, nor that‘ we should change the scale of arms supplied to Koevoet, nor
inaeed that Koevoet should be confined to‘a aesignated area. It is not‘whether
South Africa should reduce the number of its CASSPIRS. The issue is simply ohe"of
compliance with the settlémeht plan, which demandé'disbandment of the enlisted
forces‘and the dismanﬁling ofltheir gpmmand structures.

Aé we meet today, Koevoet eleméhts, who have merelyrbeen absorbed into the
South West Africa police, are wreaking havoc upon the civilian population in
Namibia. They are‘ehgaged in the intimidation and general harassment of SWAPO
supporters, a fact which has been confi;med by the Secreﬁary—General in his last
statemen;.to tbe Security Council, to the effect that

"UNTAG has'clearly established that erKoevoet elements-in SWAPOL" -
as opposed to SWAPO - » |

"have not adjusted to the new political situation in Némibia and have

continued to hgrass and intimidate theAciVilian p§pulation. They are not

suitable for céntinued employment in tﬁé@policé force under the terms of the
ﬁnited Nations plan."” | | | |

The present situation in Namibia is unsuitable for conducting free and fairv
elections. Aparé from the hostile activities 6f/Koevoet elemepts against SWAPO,
the South African-conﬁtolled media have eﬁbatked on anti-SWAPO propaganda, clearly_'
violating the impartialityvprinciple. As wé{have said before, the impartiality

issue: binds all concerned parties and must be strictly observed. 1In order for the

{

A
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‘implementation process to succeed all the parties'te the agreement must play :the
game according to the rhles.

Elections "in Namibia should be free and fair atvevery stage throughout the -
process: ‘they must be free during the countlng of votes, they must be free during
the registration of voters, they must be free durlng the campaign, and at every
'stage the Security Cbunc11 should blow the whistle at every 1nd1cat1on of foul
play. |

—ﬁe.havevnOt seen much ihterventionvfrem the Securitj Council. ' The Council -
"should demand, for ehample, the removal of koevoet’ftom the South WesteAfrica;'
Police (SWAPOL). It shoulé demand that Seuth Africa release all of the Namibian :
pelitical prisonefs - not just some, but all of them - in its gaols. The SeeUrity
Council should beAtelling the Sbuth Africens that theiexistence of'Koevoet in’theh
South West Africa Police makes the pollce force in Namibia unsultable for prov1ding
securlty to SWAPO 1eadersh1p.

The registration laws and the _electorai' laws in Namibia_\ are more prone to- -

‘ maniéulation. Security Council resolution‘435 (1978)7nullifies all laWS‘put'in'
place by the illegal -régime. For example, treatmg, which is the idea of
5organ121ng parties to which many people ‘are invited and at which raffles are
conducted Clearly v1olates the‘lmpartlallty principle. The payment of selarieS‘to
‘ Koevoet and SWATF is a violation of hhe impartiality’?rinciple. Permiseion for -
South Africa to speak during the eurrent debate would be a~§iolation of the
imparhiality principle and thereforeeagainst hhe law.

The law must be specific. The Secutlty Council must be absolutely sure'that
the legal framework is approprlate. Log15t1ca1 mater1a1 fer use ‘dur ing campa1gn1ng
must be'protected by law to guapantee free and fair elections.. Safeguarde hust»he
‘created against mlili:iple Qoting, Laws that may éermit non—-Namibians to participate

in the electoral process must be abolished.’
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. Secrecy is of paramount importance. The Security Council must look into
legislation for secrecy,vespécialiy given the weakness in the United Naﬁions
surveillance. | |

The pfoblems of intimidation, arrest and detention should be thoroughly
examined and coufté to deai with them properly’set‘up in order to guaranteeffreei
and fair elections. Existing courts;cannpt be considered suitable because they are
creatiéns ofvSouth Africa and therefore dubious. Voting controls must bg tight t§
avoiﬁ the possibility of rigging. 4Theré must be equal access:to radio, television
and the preés. There is also a possibility that farmers and industrialists would
prevent equal access to thgir workers in thé farm§; mines and industries. The
_electoral law must prevent this from happening if the elections are to be certified
as freevand fair.

' Separate counts should take placevimmediately after the voting to make it
difficult to switcﬁ bgllot'boxes. After the count the results should be
immediately published. Voters shoﬁld be familiarized with the Qoting,érogedures
through a well-calculated programme of voter education by the United Nations.

flet me end by'briefly going into the recent history of Ehis situatibnz» After
the Lancastef.Agreement, Lord Soames was determined to keep~the process going until
the point 6£ no return. He pushed it past the point»planned‘for a coup d'état by
General Peter Walls._ o |

That is not the césé in Namibia. We do not know, for example, who willl
_convene tﬁe constituent‘assembly aftef ﬁhe_eiections in November. The
Administrator-Generalhwill;have'compléted his.job, whethe; well done or -not, of

<

rursing  the elections. The last South African soldier will either have left or

will be in the process of leaving.



JsM/31 ' S/PV.2876
o 36 '

(Mr. Zuze, Zambia)

The South WeSt Afriea/Namibia Territory Force (SWATF)‘and Koevoet, whose
command structures have not been dismantled, will be standing by for orders to -
regroup for possible mischief, not excluding -a coup 4' etat, in the event of an
outright electorai victory by SWAFO. Indeed, the proposed draft constituent
assembly proclamation must be seen as intended to formalize the coup d'etat by the
AdminiStrator-General. |

I would have liked to portray to the Council the plcture of the end of a long
and turbulent march 1nto Namibia. I would have wished to say to the Council that I
hear the distant drums of freedom as‘our'dreems and the dreams of the international
community'are about to be fulfilled. I would have liked to tell the Council abait
a nation standing on the threshold of birth, knocking on the door to be born. I
would have wished to say‘to the Council tnat Namibia is about to be born as a
'eonereign independent nation, no longer under the control of an occupying force.
Bnt I still hold the view that there exist no prospects forrfree and fair elections
in Namibia. At the end of tne day, South Africa will select a‘group'of peopie to

form the government - but never an election free and fair.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): 1 thank tne representative
of Zanbia for the kind words he addressed to me.
The last‘speaker for this morning is the representative of South Africa. I
invite him'to take a plece at the Council table and to make his statement.
Mr. SHEA#AR (Sonth Afrioa): It is a’great pity that the Security Counoil
has chosen to convene a formallmeeting on the ‘Namibian issue at this critical and
delicate stage in the implementation process rega;ding’the independencekof that

country.
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‘These Security Councilyproceedings - and we are already beginning to‘,see -
evidencetof that - Will removerthat process from the ambit of the quiet ahd
effectlve dlplomatic negotiations within which it has thus ‘far been conducted and
place the settlement plan in the realm of publ1c and politically motivated rhetoric',
which can only serve to hardenva‘ttitudes_,‘.create non—negotiable positions and
_per‘haps jebpardize the rsucceseful solutioh to which South Africa, the
Secretary—Geheral, the United Nations Trahsition Assistance Group (ﬁNTAG), and, we
believe, the Council, are fully committed ‘

Furthermore, this meeting represents a lack of faith in the judgement of the
Secretary-General and of :hi.s ‘SPecial Representative that the implementation of
resolution 435 (1978) 'is well on track despite some remaining obsitacies.“

Duringhis attendance fat: the summit meeting of the Orgenization of African
Unity (OAU) in Addis Ababa in July 1989, after his visit to Namibia and South
Africa, the,S.ecretary-Gener«al expressed his thimisr_n about the way the |
| impiementation process was'developirng: in .the following terins:i

" despite all difficulties, past and present, the implementation of the

United Nations plen k‘is on track end_Namibie's independence is at hand."

He also said: 7

"I returned from Namibia much ‘encouraged ~..; I am confident‘that. if val-l sides

honour the eommitments which they have entered into under the ‘/eett].e.ment plan

ant'i related understandings; and if the perties in Namibia: conduc’t their
election camjpa'ign in a spirit of democracy and nationai reconciliation, a free
and fair election can take place ‘in eariy Novenmber."

In his most reeent report to the Council, presented on 3 August 1989, I understand

he also expressed this sentiment.
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As recently‘aSVB August, the Secretary-Genetal's Special Representative for
.Namibia stated:

"y am reasonabiy confident that we are three‘months away‘from the holding of

free and fair elections in Namibia. The implementation of 435 is well on

track." |

At a meeting on 9 August,’Mr. Ahtisaari again referred to the excellent‘
co-operation he was receiving from South African and Namibian officials in the
-conduct of the implementation process.

Indeed, if there has been one consistent element throughout these past
>18 months of negotiatlons, it is South Africa's commltment to the settlement ‘plan
approved by the Security Counc11 in September 1978 and 1ts determlnatlon to |
. overcome ~all obstacles in the way of its implementation.

If ever there uas a time to CDnvene the*Council in formal session on "the
‘deteriorating situation in Namibia®, it was on 1 April when the leaders of SWAPO
ordered their troops across the border in the most blatantnand cynical violation of
every undertaking it had»giﬁen the Organization which has for so longvcnerished
it.' In so doing, it caused the most serious threatrto a process that had been4‘
 painstakingly built up over many years. - Not only that, it placed the Tripartite
‘Agreement of 22 Decenber 1988 in Jeopardy.

- Although under provocatlon to draw the obvious conclusmon from SWAPO's acts,
South Africa demonstrated in the clearest possible fashion Lts_commltment to
Namlbian 1ndependence by closely consultxng with the Special Representative before
taking any action. In agreement with him and with the Secretary—-General, it was
decided to redeploy military forgces which had already returned to the1r bases and

to reconstxtute the counter—lnsurgency pollce units whlch were clearly: the only

ones capable of dealing with this threat.
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Throughout the subsequent waves of SWAPO Infiltration, South Africa, in
concert with the other parties to the Tripartite Agreement, took practical steps to
reduce ‘the threat to the 1mplementation process to a minimum and continued with the
practical arrangements for its 1mplementation without which it would have been-
seriously delayed.

Note should also be taken of the constructive and important role played by
many of Africa‘'s leaders, in particular President Dos Santos of Angola, and by |
several'othe; countries,'in their efforts to retrieve the situation created by
SWAPO. But the Council was seen in Namibia to have failed in its‘ duty.

- These events and this.failure created substantial and justified concerns among
Namibia's population,about‘the true intentions of SﬁAPO and the United Nations
ability to address these concerns. B » | g

On 1 April 1989 SWAPO lied to the world. What prevents it from lying again?

Is the Council'willing to include in any resolution it might consider a
guarantee that SWAPO will not again conduct a military incursion 1nto Namibia? The
Secretary-General and his Special Representative have expressed to the South
African Government their conviction that SWAPO no longer poses an external military
threat. South Africa appeals to the Council to endorse that conviction and to

‘assume publicly'its responsibility should such an eventuality'occur.
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In the light-ofvthese grave and legitimate concerns, it is a tribute to the
detétminatioxx of the South African authorities that the withdrawal of the South
African Defenq% VForce units was completed ahead of schedule and that the ethnic
forces were dis.‘bgn‘ded "and,idesp‘ite-what is being said here f.oday, their command
' structutes’disméntled' 1n aécotdance with the programme set out in the settlement
plan. This action was taken despite‘ constant ihtelligence reports to the effect
that not all the SWAPO infiltrators had returned to Angola or were confined to base
" north of the 16th paraliel undef UNTAG monitoring as prévided for in the settlement
plan. | |

In the meantime, and despite, allbthese difficulties, the Administrator-General
and the Special Representative conﬁinued negqtiating'the other steps required of
the former, including,thé'discharge of second-tier aﬁthorities, the abrogation Qf
discriminatory legislation which might hinder the holdiﬁg of free and fair
electioné, the promultation of the Amnesty 'Proc‘lamatioh and the Proclamation on the
,Régistrationvof Voters and, in agx;'eement with the independent juriét appointed for
the pﬁrbose, the release of the few rémaining ptisoneré held in Namibia régarded as
falling within the category "political"i.‘ |

At’the same time negotiétions at the United Nafioné High Commissioner for
Re fugees continued,:resﬁlting in the:returh of Namibian expatriﬁtes-who ﬁad
tvegistered with the High Commissioner.- While the ihternational rconm‘lunity ﬁad been
led by .SWA?O to believe th>atA there Weré-'some 80,000 such refugées, o:nly about
41,000 have registered, and of thesé 41,000 some 38,000 have alread{r returned to
Namibié. Tbis demonstrates South Aftica‘é faithfql commitment to the
implementation of resélut_ion_435 (1978) once again.

In cohttasﬁ to South Africa's release of its pfisoneré; allegations persist
about detainees still held by SWAPO in its camps. 1In June 1989 SWAPO announced.thé

release of some 200 detainees, who are now said to have returned to Namibia. - Of
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these a group of about 133 adults and 21 children~reported'that there were still
many of their compatriots in detention. They also reported the appalling treatment
that had been meted out to them. Despite their statementsvno'impartial‘
international investigatlon has been: permitted by SWAPO. ThevSecretary—General,
while attendlng the Summit Meeting of the OAU in Addis Ababa, expressed his concern
about not having received any conclusive evidence on SWAFPO detainees.

How then can we believe SWAPO's claim that it has released them all?

Should yet further proof be required of South Africa's commitment to the -

settlement process and its willingness to co-operate with the Special’ |
Representative, there is. the fact that. 585 844, or 86.4 per cent, of the estimated
eligible voters have already registered for the election. Their registration has
been completed in terms of resolution 435-(1978) by a dedicated staff’under'the
authority of the-Administrator;General-to the overall satisfaction of the Special
Representative -and the officials whom he appointed to monitor this task.

A draft election and a draft proclamation on the Constituent ASSembly have
been prepared by the Administrator-General and, in order to ensure that they meet
with generaltsatisfaction and address any concerns that the‘Special Representative:
might have, were published for a period of three weeks for the express purpose of
reoeiving comments and representations from any,interested persons ot |
organizations. The finai text is being negotiated in the light of the comments and
representations received ind the negotiations willfcontinue until canplete
agreement has been reached between the AdminiStrator—General and,the Special
Representative. I would emphasize that the eomments of the Organizationlof African
Unity are amongst those teing carefullf considered.’ | |

The foregoing will demonstrate the total commitment of the,Administror~General
and the South African authorities to the implementation of the. settlement plan and

to the full participation of all eligible Namibians, including those born in the
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country but residlng abroad ‘and their - chlldren, in the electlons to determlne thelr'
country s future.

In this regard 1 ‘'would refer to the r1d1culous assert1on by the Presuient of
SWAPO on 9 August that as many as 150, 000 SOuth Afrlcans are be1ng brought to
Namibia to register and vote in the election. Those persons who are re51dent in
South Afrrca and qualify to register must be allowed to do so if they so wish. To
~date the number that have registered at the two reglstratlon‘centres‘on the
southern border of Namibia is'just’on72,300‘with oniy a month left for
registratton. These‘figures speak for~themselves;‘

It uas never expected, given itsshistorical background,7that this‘process
would be a simple one. It is testimony‘tthhe remarkabie dedication of both the
AMministrator-General and the1Specia1 Representative that in spite of the events of
1 April 1989 the‘position has‘been reached where the‘Secretary-General was able tor
advise the Organization okafrican Unity that he was optimistic that‘free and fair
elections could be held in early November'despite certain remaining obstacles toﬁbe
overcome. | |

Amongst these obstacles ‘were reports of’ 1nt1mldat1on by certain”elements of
the South West African Pol1ce Force (SWAPOL), who were former members of the
counter-insurgency unit popularly known as Koevoet. S;nce 1 Aprll, some 436'
complaints of intimidetion by 511 sides, including SWAPO,;haVe'been received. Of
these’only 110 were ievelled against SWAPOL. All such complalnts were 1nvest1gated
and where they are wellnfounded the perpetrators are brought to trial - also in the
_case of menbers of SWAPOL and SWAPO,

The Admlnlstrator-General has taken serious note of the concerns expressed to
him by the Secretary-General regardlng Roevoet and, as noted by the latter, has |

taken a number of steps to’ allev1ate'them. They ‘include the reduction of the

- number of land-mine resistant vehicles knownias CASSPIRS from 400 to 60,_ex¢1uding
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fhose released to UNTAG or used fof gane’preservation against pbache:s. There was
also agreemeht that they should not be deployed at night. They are in fact
deployed only in areas whererthe danjer of land mines continues to exist. Other
measures to tighten diséipline ﬁave also beeéen taken.

 Lastvweek'the Administrator-ceneral was assured by the Special Representative
that the great majority of elements of the Peqple's Liberation Army of Namibia
(PLAN) had returned to Namibia as civilians; that the Plan'é command:Strudture had-
been dismantled in the sense that some of its commanders had returnea to Namibia
also as civilians; and that PLAN's weapons had beeh stored and greased'and were
kept under lock and key by Angola.. The Seétetary~Genera1 reaffirmed the assurances
to the SOuth African quefnment on 11 August 1989. >Angola had also previously-
assured us that there'wérg vi;tually no armed PLAN elements in Angola soufh of the
16th parallel. |

Acting on these assurances, and in accordance with his stated~position‘that he
would consider the reduction of SWAPOL forces in fhe north of the Territory as and
when the threat posed by'PLAN elements north of the_bo;der,receded, the
Administratot—éeneral has now decided to renbveifrom duty and confine to base the
1,200 menbers represenéing the reﬁéinder of fo:mer‘menbers of Koevoet who wéré
reintegrated into SWAPOL following the SWAPO incursions of 1'Ap;i1 1989, They}ﬁill
remain sﬁbjeét to monitoring by UNTAG. | |

The Administrator-General emphasized, however, that should the situation in
Ovambolaﬁd or elsewhere deteriorate he would be obligéd;‘in acco:dancevwith‘his
responsibilities under the settlement proposal, to congider the taking of any steps
necéssary to restore laﬁ and order. - | g |

I must also point 6ut-that-it is thelconviction of my Government that UNTAG
has nét fully.discharged its responsibilities in regafd to the monitoring of

~intimidation, aespite repeated appeals by the Administratorecenenal.
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Paragraph 10 of the Settlement Plan requires the Special Representative to
"take steps. to guarantee against the possibility of intimidation or
interference with the electoral process from whatever quarter”.
This responsibility'is further spelled out in the Secretary-General's report to the
Security Councilef 29 August 1978 (S/12827), where it is stated in paragraph 29
that
"The duties of the civil po;ice element of UNTAG will include taking
measures against any intimidation or interference with the electoral process
from whatever quarter, accompanying the ... police forces, when appropriate,
in the discharge of their duties and assisting in the realization of the
function to be discharged by the Administrator-General to the satisfaction of
the Special Representative of ensuring the good conduct of the existing police

forces.” (5/12827, para. 29)

In paragraph 31 (c) of the same report, the tasks of the non-police element of the
civilian component of UNTAG are further described as
"Ensuring the absence of or investigating complaints of intimidation,
coercion or restrictions on freedom'of speech, movement or peaceful political
assembly which may impede the objective of free and fair elections".

The South African Government must reiterate its request that these provisions
be fully complied with. The situation in the north of the Tefritory requires UNTAG
involvement in checking all acts of intimidation from whatever quarter. This is
all the more important now tﬁat the formef members of Koevoet have been restricted
to‘base.

The AMministrator-General has taken steps to reduce the alleged thréat posed
by the presence of the former countér-insurgency unit. He approaches with equal
ser iousness his obligaﬁions under paragraph 9 of the Settlement Plan to maintain

law and order, particularly in the light of the concerns expressed by the
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inhabitants of Namibia over .the retgx:n of traiped PLAN soldiers under the auspices
of the High Commissioner for Refugees and the uncertainty regarding those who have
not returned or may bé south of the 16th parallel or even have infiltrated into

- northern Namibia. |

Despite repeated requests over the past months wevgave been unable to obtain
from the Special Representative any figures relating to the humber of PLAN members
who have returned to Namibia or the number of those who are still in Angola. Only
when we have substantiated figures in thisiregard will we have satisfactory
assurance that SWAPO's incursion of 1 April will not be repeated.

This Council, the Secretary-General énd UNTAG are now under an obligation not
only to ensure thét SWAPO from now on abides both by-the letter and‘the spirit o£
the obligations laid upon it in terms of résolution 435 (1978) but also to convince
the population of Namibia that it is committed thereto and able to implement this
commitment.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): There are no further

speakers for this meeting. The next meeting of the Security Council to continue
consideration of the item on its agenda will take place tomorrow, 17 August, at

10.30 a.m.

The meeting rose at 1.35 p.m.




