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The meeting was called to order at 3.55 p.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was ‘adopted.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITQRIES

LETTER DATED 31 MAY 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SUDAN TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/20662)

The PRESIDENT: 1In accordance with the dec151ons taken at the 2963rd

meeting, I invits the representatives of Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, the‘
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and Yemen to take the places resérved for them at tﬁé
side of the Council Chambér; I invitevthe Perﬁament Observer of Paléstine to take a
place at the Council table.

At the invitation of the Pre51dent, Mr. Al-Shakar (Bahrain), Mr. Badawi

(Egypt), Mr. Salah (Jordan), Mr. Sh1hab1 (Saudi Arabia), Mr. Al-Masr1 {Syr ian Arab

Republic), Mr. Ghezal (Tunisia) and Mr. Sallam (Yemen) took the places reserved for

them at the side of the Council Chamber; Mr., Terzi (Palestlne) took a“place at the

Council table.

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from thé representatives of Democratic Yemen, Israel, Kuwait, Pakistén‘anéi
Qatar in which they tequest‘to be invitedrto participate in the discuésﬁan of thej
item on the Council's agenda. 1In accordance with the qual practice, I propose,
with the consent of the Council, to invite those representatives to participate in
the discussion, without the rlght to vote, in conformlty w1th the relevant
provisions of the Chartor and rule 37 of the Counc11 s prov131ona1 rules of

procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.
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At the invitation of the President, Mr, Al-Alfi (Democratic Yemen), Mr. Bein

(Israel), Mr. Abulhasan (Kuwait), Mr. Shah Nawaz (Pakistan) and Mr. Al-Kawari

(Qatar) took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of
the item on its agenda. |

Members of the Council haﬁe befofe them documeﬁt $/20677, which contains the
text df a draft resolution submitted by Algerié, Coioﬁbia, Ethiopia,‘MalaySia,
Nepal, Senegal énd Yugoslavia.

The Eirst speaker is the‘representative of Saudi Arabia. I invite him to take
arplace at the Council table and to mgke his statement.

Mr., SHIHABI (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from Arabic): It gives me
pleasure, Sir, to congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the
Security Council for this month., Since you are assuming it for the first time, I
wish to express my sincere hope.that your tenure will provide great support to the
- Council in the completion of its work, for you are well known for your depth of
‘understanding, your ability and your straightforward character.
| I join previous speakers in’expressing thanks and appréciation to your
",prédécessor, Sir Crispin Tickell, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom,
for ﬁhe ability and wisdom with which he conducted the affaifs of the Council last
month.

As I address the Council on behalf of my'country and on behalf of the Islamic
Group in the United Nations, which I have the honour to chair, I wish to aék a
question: Since the Security Council has the authority to adopt binding
resolutions, has the time not come for Israel to commit itself to the Councii's
resolutions? Has the tihé not come for the Security Council to také the necessary

measures against Israel now that all other measures have failed?
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Let me put on record a prediction about how history will write about this
period. Providing the Zionist authorities with imﬁunity agains£ measures adopted
by the Security Council, the General Assembly or other United Nations organs -
either by voting with them or by abstaining as they‘commit the ugliest of crimes
against the human race and the worst of violations against moral values and human
standards - only does the Isfaeli authorities a disservice. It encourages them to
persevere in their behaviour. If matters continue as they éte, Israel's friends

will have led Israel into a situation in which they will be unable to help it.
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We havevbeen shocked by news that Israeli soldiers have desecrated copies of
the Holy Koran. I would draw the Council's attention to that very serious crime,
with its consequent dangerous reactions in the Islamic world.

If the vast majority of international public opinion, which condemns Israel
and rejects its pretences, is at fault, and a small minority at the United Nations
which sees matters differently is right, there is something wrong in the nature of
international and human relations. That wrong should be looked4into, and the stand
taken by the few should be corrected.

The Zidnist authorities are occupying the West Bank, Gaza, the Golan and
southern Lebanon. Everybody agrees that that is the reality. The occupation has.
been declared illegitimate by the Council. 1If an illegitimate occupation has any
known laws, those laws of occupation are defined by international commitments. The
Zionists have violated those laws brutally since the start of the occupation and
the atrocity of that violation has become unhearable since the beginning of the
intifadah of the Palestinian people against the occupation. The intifadah is the
legitimate right of the Palestinian people in facing an occupation which will not
end voluntarily.

We meet today to look into the acceleration of Israeli crimes against the
Palestinian people and to give expression to international public opinion
concerning what the Israeli gangs are doing now, at this hour, to a people on its
own land resisting with the simplest means of resistance, the people against which
the ugliest crimes of genocide are being committed.b Shall we again be incapable of
taking a stand against it in the Council?

Mr. Shamir, the Israeli Prime Minister, has said that he will crush the
Palestinian resistance just as he can cfush insects. Such talk is unacceptable,

but it reflects the mentality of the rule and the rulers. Since then Mr. Shamir
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has called upon the Zionist settlers whom the Israelis transported to the
territories of the West Bank and Gaza to avenge them$e1ves. That is a clear call
for aggression against the Arabs, in addition to the aggression carried out by'the'
Israeli military and police authorities themselves.

The Israeli army authorities have now committed against the Arab population
all the crimes in the book; They have buried people alive; broken the bones of
children and adults; attackéd women and the elderly; filled the concentration camps
with ghoUsands of detainees; closed the schools and ﬁnjversi;ies and prohibited
teaching in’home;; stopéed the wheels of trade and economic lifej; cut off the means
of livelihood; exposed people to hunger and deprivation; imposed curfews and
military blockades in various areas; killed people with the use of tear gas,
firearms and lethal rubber bullets stuffed with steel; blown up houses; destroyed -
farms and crops; and cut off electricity and water.v The procession of martyrs
§%?11 grows longer day by day. Those are just some of the acts that the occupying
army has committed against a people on its own land, with ité own heritage.:

Eut that has not been enough for the Zionist 1eaders; They have let loose the
brutalitf of the settlers on the Arab land, to commit a list of crimes and racist
acts against the Arabs., They call upon the settlers to take vengeance, then
pretend after each crime thét they are not under their control. It is a cheap
farce, clear to all. The Zﬁanists are today surpassing South Africa in raciai
discrimination, by decreeing tﬁat white badgesbbe worn by Arab labourers. Arabs,
in their own country, are today being forced by the Zionist to wear badges - white,
not yellow. The rest of the story is only too well kndwn to the Council. Whether
or not this cheap exercise has been stopped since it was made public, it certainly
reflects a defective, racist mentality, which rules the,Zionist psyche in
principle. Those who refuse to equate zionism with racism might learn something

" from this exercise and discover what they are ignorant of.
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A recent catastrophe - it will definitely not be the last - was reported on.

the media a few days ago, when The New York Times on Saturday, 3 June,freferring ‘to

a raid by a group of 30 Ziénist settlers on the village of Kifl-Harith, in which
they killed a girl and wbunded several other people, burned houses and fired at
residences, stated:

"In an unusual jﬁstification for the settlers' actions, Israel radio
repofted, a rabbi associated with the settlérs, arrested after Monday's
killing in Kifl-Harith, said that biblical prohibitions on the spillipg of
‘blood applied only to Jewish blood, not to that of non-Jews."

Has the Council heard anything more appalling? Is there any greater violation
of religious values? The Zionists»wanted in the past to transform the spiritual
content of religious books into real estate documents in order to acqui;e
~Pélestine, aﬁd now they are transforming it into a licence to commit the ugliest
crimes, prohibited by all religions, including the Jewish faith,

It is ironic to say that the settlers are one thiné and the Zionist
authorities, which arm and direct them and incite them to use weapons, are
sométhing else., There is no distinctiqn between them, even though the Israeli Army
» gives the appearance of curtailing somg of their activities after they have
committed their crimes.

Is it not our right to ask the Security Council - while the carnage is getting
worse and while the Palestine Liberation Organization is trying to achieve peace, a
move whose positive effect everyone recognizes - how we ~an stand by as spectators
of_whaﬁ is taking place in the land of Palestine, and of what the occupying racist
Zionist authorities are committing against the people, the owner of the country? I
do not need to make it clear that the situation there is hot one of reciprocal

violence.
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This is a legitimate, unarmed Palestinian struggle, carried out with the
simplest of means, againét a disciplined occupying army and diécipiined,vheavily
armed gangs, which commit all kinds of crimes against humanity -~ and we have
already mentioned some of them. When such crimes are committed in othét countries,
protest marches take place in the streets. Are humaﬁ rights universal or are they
optional? Can we expect this time a more positive attitude by the Security Council?

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, under the leadership of the Cdstodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz, hés declared its full support for the
rightness of the Palestinian people's struggle, has condemned all these acts
against humanity and has warned of the danger of aggression against the Holy Places‘
in Jerusalem ana in Palestine. At the last Conference of Foreign Ministers of the
Organization_qf the Islamic Conference, held in Riyadh, it supported, along with
the Islamic States, the Palestine Liberation Organization and commended the quest
for peace basedAon right and justice. That position should receive a positive

international response if we are to reach the shores of peace and security in the

near future.

As for Palestine, the‘people of Palestine and the land of Palestine, the
banner of righteousness shall always rise high, and, there, right shall revert to
its owners; No matter how long it may take, the struggle which has been waged by
the Palestinian people from the beginning and which the intifadah todaybcrowns with
glory and dignity, will attain its objective., The reign of injustice may.last but

"a day; the reign of justice will last until doomsday. It would be better for the
Zionists to read the writiﬁg on the wall before the train of events overtakes them;
it would be better for them to seize a historic occasion to feach'a settlement that
would be acceptable to the Palestinian people on their land, the people who are the

final arbiters in the fate of their cause.
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We again salute the Arab Palestinian people on their ancestral land and repeat
our support for their 1egitihate intifadah against the forces of aggression, racism
and tyranny. There can be no doubt that right will prevail.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Saudi Arabia for the kind

words he addressed to me.

Mr. DJOUDI (Algeria) (interpretation from French): The.Algerian
delegation is very pleased at seeing you, Sir, presiding over the Security Council
during the month of June. You came here preceded by an enviable reputation as an
expe?ienced diplomat. You have already - and I wish to bear personal witness to
this - won over your colleagues by your human and professional qualities. We are
convinced that these qualities guarantee that our work will be led with the wise
competence that is required.

I extend to Ambassador Crispin Tickell of the‘Unitéd Kingdom, who preceded you
as President, my delegation's congratulations on the remarkable way in which he
presided over the Council in May.

The Security Council once again has before it the continuing deterioration of
the situation in the océupied Palestinian territories. During the year and a half
of the intifaéah by the ?alestinian people, the repression by the occupier has
become ever more brutal. The international community has been deeply moved at the
excesses inflicted every day on Palestinian civilians, who have.beén wouﬁded in
their flesh( in their posseséions,kand even in their faith. This situation, which
is of great conéern in itself, shows alarming signs of deteriorating fufther~
because of a pitiless escalation. The occupier reaches new limiés‘each day -

‘ limits whicﬁ violate the most elementary rights of the physical integrity of the

Palestinians, their precarioué material goods and their most sacred spiritual

values,
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- It is as though, by the infernal logic of the repression they have unleashed,
the occupation forces are seeking to test increasingly each‘day - over and above
the Palestinians' capacity to resist, which has been shoﬁn to be immutable ~ the
limits of what inte;national opinion can become accustomed to. They know that
international opinion is sometimes selective in showing its emotion, but more often
is prevented from taking concerted action to prevent thé misdeeds of the;occupation
forces.

It was not enough for thevbullets of the oppressor to cut down adolescents,
old people and infants. it was not enough to raze the wobbly houses, to uproo: the
national tree ~ the olive tree. It was not enough to inflict the supreme
punishment in the eyes of a Palestinian: expulsion of those who proclaiﬁed their
attachment to the ancestral land. No, in its deliriﬁm of‘omnipotent brutality, the
occupier has gone further: it has violated freedom of worship, places of prayer,
and profaned the Holy Koran. And, what is nbre, settlers have intervened as
willing assistants, machine-guns in hand, in the exercise of physical liquiaation
being conducted.

These crimes are an inevitable throwback to practices of painful memory to
those who have experienced foreign domination and colonial occupation. They can
end only with the end of occupation; ' :

- The accelerating course of events accelerating in the occupied Palestinian‘
territories is a striking reminder of a coionial situation - a colonial §ituation
characterized by a process of liberation that has reached maturity and, for that
very reason, must confront the unleashing of frenzied repression designed to delay
an outcome that is- inevitable in the history’of peoples: the sovereign and

independent affirmation of their national destiny.



BCT/bg S/PV. 2864
14-15

{(Mr. Djoudi, Algeria)

What other explan%tion could there be for the fact that the intifadah, which
the Israeli leaders are determined to stifle, is on the contrary given new force by
the véry repression designed to stifle it, thereby providiné twofold proof of
determination in the face of the duration of the strugéle and determinétion in the
face of repressive, unprecedented deployment. Is not this frenzy of repzession;
~ineffective as it may be - and it is ineffective, despite its terrible ferocity -
proof in itself of disarray in the face of this inevitable fact of unremittable
independence?

Although the Palestinian people have history and right on their'side, the
internatioﬁal community, and the Security Council above all,:must ensure that the
inevitable outcome - the consécfation of sovereignty established on their land - is
nét artificially delayed at the cost of prolonging their martyrdom.

An enormous responsibility is borne by those who, especially in the Council;
h;Qe the power to influence the course of events in order to accelerate a
negotiated political settlement to the Middle East conflicQ, including its key
Palestinian element.

If one does’not’wish to lose sight of that objective, one cannot hold that
justice is served merely by expressing regret that the repressive Israeli
machinery - certéinly one of the most frightening in existence - has not been able
;n 18 months to keep 'its violencé at a level ghat would be tolerable for
- consciences that seek peace of mind. There is no such thing . as "gentle*
repression; when repression remains the expression of the aénial of the fundamental
national right of the Palestinian people. Nor can we expect that people to

renounce a form of resistance which, although its message is tremendously

effective, has very insignificant means.
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If despite daily tribulations the tendency is towards passivity, including
that into which this organ hés~been constrained, who can guarantee to the
Palestinian people that it will not be once again condemned to indifference
regarding its fate if the intifadah abates? From that point of view, it is as
unjust as it is mistaken to try to place on an equalyfooting’the brutal, repressive
and indiscriminate violence of the occupier and the defensive, liberating
resistance of the oppressed. Nor is that the least of the intifadah's lessons £hat
one must forcefully accept: by its nature and legitimate ambitions, the intifadah

~can onlf be extinguished when the national rights of the Palestinian people are
realized.

I said earlier that the éituation in the occupied Palestinian territories is
reminiscent of the situation in a colony on the eve of sévereign emancip;tion.
From that{point of view, when one recalls the events that have occurred in various
struggles for independence, one cannot help but compare the search by Israeli
leaders for‘an illusory negotiating partner of their choosing éo the hypothetical
third power which other colonial régimes in other latitudes, reluctantly convinced
of. the necessit? for change, have vainly attempted to substitute for an authentic
expression of a people's sovereign will.

And yet, such a manoeuvre is éignificant in that it reveais the‘proximity of
the inevitable moment when the sole authentic representative, the PLO in this case,
asserts iﬁs exclusive representative nature in the very face of those who havé:
hitherto striven to deny it all legitimacy. It is indeed an indisputable fact‘
today that no fair and definitive solution to the Middle East conflict could be
envisaged without the participatioﬁ on an equal footing of the PLO, the sole and
legitimate rgpresentative of the Palestinian people. Such a solution neéessarily

entails the achievement of its national rights, including its right to return and

to establish its independent State.
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In that regerd, the PLO, notably in the darih§ decisions made by the Palestine
National Council in Algiers on 15 November 1988, indicated the large part it is
ready to play in the formalation of a just and fihai settlement to the Middle East
conflict within the framework of an international conference unaer the auspices of
the United Nations. That is the path that was recently upheld once again at the
most recent Arab Summit.‘ Earlier, the General Assembly itself had echoed that
opinion in renewing its determination that such a conference be held.

It thus remains for the Council to make its decisive contribution towards the
achievement of that éoal.

| Faced with the situation in the ocdupied‘tefritOries, the responsiblities of
the Security Council towards the Palestinian people are as clear as its duties
regarding the resteration of ‘a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

As regards the Palestiniaﬁ people, the Council's failure td aet respecting the
necessity to guarantee adequate ineernetional protectionbwould be tantaﬁount to
what is commonly called today failure to assist a pebpie in danéer. Any measure
must necessarily include the full implementation of the Fourth Geneva Convention
and United Nations supervision. The Council must therefore focus its efforts on
such measures, as @ell.as those bearing on a glqbal settlement.

To that end, a minimal draft resolution has been submitted to the‘membersrof
the Council, indicating the measures thet are indispensable to the protection of
tﬁe Palestinians in the occupied terfiteries. Being limited in scope, it ehould
enjoy the Council's unanimous support. Failute to adopt itbwould certainly be seen
as an ehcouragement to'repression and a reward for the oceupier's violeﬁce. We
eacnestly'hbpe that ghe‘Council will everceme the immobilism to which it has been

constrained and will discharge its reponsibility in this situation.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the‘representative of Algeria for his kind words
addreésed to me.

The next speaker is Mr. Engin Ansay, Permanent Observer of the Organization of
the Islamic Confetenéé'to the‘UniEed Nations, to whom the Council extended an
invitation under rule 39 of its‘provisional rules of procedure; at the 2863rd
meeting. I invite him to take a place at the Council table and tb make his
Statement.

Mr. ANSAY: On behalf of the Secretary-General of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and on my own behalf I should like to thankvyou. Sir, for giying
me the opportunity to address the Cpuﬁcil on an issue of such extreme importance to
our organization.

I should like to avail myself of this obportunity to ocongratulate you on your
assumption of the high office of President of the Security Council for the month of
June. T am sure that your well-known diplomatic skills, vast experience and
 professional merits will enable you successfully‘to conduct this month's
proceedings of the Council. |

May I also pay a well—dese;ved tribute to yﬁur'predecessof,

Sir Crispin Tickéll, Permanent Repreéentative of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, for the skill and ability with which he conducted the
arduoué work of the Council during the past month.

The continued’aggravation of the situation in the occupied Paléstinian
territory has once again led to the convening of this body. 1In fact, in defiance
of the will of the international community, the'intérnational instruments on human
rights and’the resolutions adopted by the United Nations, inhuman measures have
been taken by the forces of the occupying Power in recent days, especially against
the uprising of the valiant people'of Paleétine in the occupiéd Palestinian

territory. The policy and practices of the iron fist have been intensified and
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ha&e resulted in the death and injury of many more innocent civilians, including
children and women. ' The impoéition of curfew on the Palestinian residents of the
‘West Bank and Gaza Strip to prevent them from attending Ftiday prayers at the
Al-Aqsa Mosque during Ramadan and afterwards was yet another example of thé
continuing Israeli repression and the denial of the baéic rights of the Palestinian
people.

' After a lengthy debate a few weeks ago, the General Assembly adopted its
‘resoluﬁion 43/233 by 129 votes in favour and 2 against, with one abstention. The
adoption of that resolution and the debate in the General Assenbly well expressed
Vthe’pteoccupatibﬁ of the internationalicommunity with Israeli policies and
‘Practices in the occupied Palestiﬁian ﬁerritory against the Palestinian'people., It
also highlighted the necessity for the scrupulous observance by Israel, the \
occupying Power, of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and it underscored the urgent
need to achieve, under the auspices of the United Nations, a comprehensive, just
and lasting settlement of the Middle Easf conflict. Alas, despite the profound '
expression of concern by the international.community, the heavy hand of terror has
continued to ravage the land of Palestine and its bruised but brave peopie.

We now unfortunately find ourselves in a siﬁuation where not a day passes
without appalling reports from the occupied Palestinian territory that Palestinians
are being shot, beaten or tortured by Israeli troops. The relentless application
of brute force since the beginning of the intifadah has claimed more than
500 lives. Every day now newspapers give accounts of suéh barbaric practices by

the Israeli occquihg forces against innocent Palestinian children, women and men.
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Long after the régime in South Africa abolished the so-called Pass Laws branding
the non-whites with special ID cards in order for them to enter the white areas,
Israel has hdw started to implement the same racist practice with the Palestinians
of the Gaza Strip. WNo doubt they will apply it to the reét of the Palestinians
very soon. In other words, as the Israeli daily Ha-aretz wrote the bther day - and
the following are its words - "The State of Israel is liablé to find itself now on
the road that South Aftica abandoned".

The United Nations has an historic and particular special responsibility-
towards the people of Palestine. The eviction of the Palestinians from their homes
and from their soil, their immense sufferings and travails, all those killings and
this latest emergence of apartheid all started after a certain decision taken by
the General Assembly some 40 years ago.

Yet for decades the international community ignored the national aspirations
and identify’of the Palestinian people, treating their tragedy as merely a question
of refugees. Twenty-two years after the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip, a new generation of Palestinians, who had seen nothing but the
overweening arrdgance of Israeli occupying forces and colonial settlers, has come
of age. No amount of terror and intimidation can suppress the flame of liberty and
freedom for which their youthful spirits yearn. Thus on 8 Decewber 1987,
Palestinians threw the fifst stone against the armed might of the Israeli occupying
forces. Thus the glorious intifadah had at least jolted the conscience of the
international community.

The cour ageous Palestinian intifadah in the occupied Palestinian tertitory
approaches its nineteenth month now. They’havé waged a heroic struggle against
injustice, oppression and occupation in order to retain their inalienable right to

self -determination, to return to their homeland and to establish an independent and
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sovereign State in Palestine with Al Quds~Al Sharif as iésncapital. The
international community has not yet been able to redress, or even fully to realize,
the injustices suffered by the Palestinian people. Therefore the Palestinian
people, through the intifadah demonstrated once again their determination to resist
Israel's brutal policies of oppression, occupation, deportation, Judaization of
Paleétine, desecration of the Holy Places of Muslims, eétablishment of illegal
settlements and adoption of barbaric measures to siiénce the intifadah. The men,
women and children of Palestine have demonstrated a legendary valour against
Israeii occupying forces which have killed hundreds 6f Palestinians and injured
thousands in- their brutal but futile efforts to suﬁpress the uprising. The
brutality of the occupying forces has revolted the entire international community
and brought home the need for an urgent settlement of the Palestinian issue.

The Deélaration and resolﬁtions adopted by the Palestine National Council on
15 November 1988 in Algiers which, inter alia, proclaimed the independence'of a
Palestine State, constitute a landmark in the search for a peaceful‘solution to the
Middle East problem. The affirmation by the Palestine National Council of the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, as well as its acceptance of
all relevant United Nations resolutions on the question of Palesgine, is a clear
demonstration of the Palestinians' commitment to achieving a lasting and durable
peace. Indeed, the historic decision taken at the Palestine Nationai Council's
meeting and the message of peace brought by Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the
Palestiné Liberation Organization, to the December meetings of the General Assénbly
in Genevakhave elicited universal acclaim from the internationél chmunityf
Especially in light of Chairman Atafatfs most recent clarifications, we in the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) firmly believe that a very sound

medium has been established for a real peace process to be negotiated and completed.
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Any further intransigence from either the Israeli Gerrnment or any of its
protectors yill only be conducive to spoiling any existing hopes for peace and.
negating all the sacrifices undertaken by the Palestine 1eadership.

As we all know, the Palestine question is at the core of the Middle East
problem, and at the heart of the Palestine question lies the problem of Al Quds-Al
Sharif. For‘the OIC this is the minimum éommon denominator for peace. The
continuing aggression against Palestinians and against the Holy'Places constituteba
grave threat not only to the stability of the region but also to international
peace and security.

The Eighteenth Islamic Confefence of Foreign Ministers, held in Riyadh,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, from 13 to 16 March 1989, hailed with pride the
Palestinian people for their heroic steadfastness‘and expressed its backing and:
total support for the blessed intifadah 6f the Palestinian people.

The Conference declared its rgqognition of the establishmént of an independent
Palestinian State and supported the Declaration of Independence and the political
programme adopted by the Palestine National Council at its nineteenth extraordinary
session. It reaffirmed that the Palestine Liberation Orgénization i§ the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinién people and is alone entitled to
vrepresent‘them and participate on their behalf,,independently and on an equal
footing, in all conferences and activities dealing with the question of Palestine.
It also insisted on placing the occupied Arab territories under the temporary aegis
of the United Nations and requested international forcesrto.ensure the protection
of the Paléstinian citizens and their property in Palestine and té supervise the
total and unéonditional withdrawal of Israel from these territories. The
Conference stressed that the questibn of Palestine was at the core of the

Arab-Israeli conflict and stressed the need for a speedy convening of the
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international conference for peace in the Middle East under the auspices of tﬁe
United Nations.

The Eighteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign‘Ministers reaffirmed its
commitment to’the principle of the inadmissibility of fhe acquisition of territory
by force and held the view that all settlements éstablished - or to be
established - by Israel in all the occupied territories, including the city of Al
Quds-Al Sharif, are null and void as well as illegal. It requested the United
States of America to develop and promote its dialogue with the PLO and adopt an
imparfial stand by récognizing the right of self-detérmination of the Palestinian.
people which could bring about a just and'coxﬁprehensive solution to the Middle East
problem, |

The Conference expressed its total rejection of all measures taken by Israel
to annex the Holy City and its proclamation as the eternal capital of the Zionist
State and voiced its deep concern over the escalation by Israel of its criminal i
practices against the Holy Al-Agsa Mosque.

In this context I should like to touch on another relevant point: the
electiOQS. I regret to say that Israel's recent’so-calledbeiection plan and
initiative is a profound fallacy. It is an illusionist scheme aimed only‘at ending
the intifadah and at legitimizing the occuﬁation. As long as Israel's election
proposals remain vague and separate'from the final objective of the Palestinians to
self-determination they will be nothing but a device for pefpetuating the Isréeli
occupation of Palestine.

Certainly we are all for the holding of elections in tﬁe West Bank and Gaza,
but we - that is, the Palestinians and the entire membership of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference and the membership of the United Nations, with the sole
exceptioh of Israel - are in favour of a truly democratic choice.

The only genuine form of democracy is that practised freely without

restrictions, threats or any form of intimidation. That is not possible tndav in
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the West Bank and Gaza, where any gathering, even of only five people, can be

.broken up with bullets. Nor is it possible at a time when Palestinians who try‘to
practise their right to freedom of expression'are liable to prosecution. Unaer the
rules of occupation as enforced by the Israeli army, it is illegal for Palestinians
to engage in politicél activity,rto campaign or even to express their national
feeling and beliefs,

Our worries are supported by the words of Yitzhak Shamir, Prime Minister of
Israel, and Yitzhak Rabin, Defence Minister of Israel and Militafy Governof of the
West Bank and Gaza. Mr. Rabin told thé daily Ha'aretz last April:

"We will send to prison any elected Palestinian who declares loyalty to

or affiliation with the PLO".

Mr. Shamir informed Yediot Aharonot:

"We do not need America's help to carry out the elections. We can
control the whole process. We will not talk to the PLO. We have nothing to
talk about with the PLO. And if the elected Palestinians will not abide by

the rules of the game, we will cancel everything and return to the previous

situation,"

I ask here: Can we talk of elections under these circumstances?

If I may quote from a recent Washington Post article,

"The intifadah has shown that the Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza
are not ‘pro—PLO‘ but are the PLO. This is why the PLO is not afraid of the

results of free and democratic elections and it is whylthe Israelis are afraid

of those same results."
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What Mr. Shamir is proposing clearly contradicts not only the principles of
democracy and freedom upheld by the free world, but also-the democratic princip1e5~
of Israel itself. We do not believe that is what President Bush had iﬁ mind when
he called for elections in the West Bank and Gaza. . |

We believe that a package deal in the Middle East is the only path to lasting
Peace in the region., The Palestinians seek a settlement that will put an end to
bloodshed in the area. They seek a comprehensive peace, not a truce. They are

seriously committed to this goal, while Mr., Shamir and his Government still c1ing"

to the same old expansionist dreamé.

P;esident Bush called for a mutally acceptable formula on.the issue of
eleétions. This is very important if we wish to keep the peace process moving in
the Middle East. As President:Bush also repéatedrand emphasized, the Israeli
occupation of Gaza andrthe'West Bank must cohe to an end, and as Secretary of"

. State Baker stated,blsrael should abandon all)notions of "Greater Israel”.

Let us ask ourselves here: What must this body do now? Despite the bes§
efforts andbthe unswerving dedication of the Secretary-General; can the Council
afford inertia any longer? Clearly, time is of the essence. Every day the tragedy
continues to widen. Therefore, we mﬁst taékle the problem at its roots. The
problem of Palestine is not intractable. -The essential elements for a just,
equitable and lasting solution have.already been identified and reiterated by
var ious Islamic Sumﬁit and Ministérial Conferences, as T have informed this body on
several previous occasions.

Recently, an emergency Arab summit meeting held in Casablanca from 23 to
26 May 1989, expressed, inter alia} its satisfadtion at‘the resolutions -adopted by
" the nineteenth session of the Palestine National Council and affirmed its backing

of the Palestinian peace initiative based on the Arab peace plan. The Conference
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also extended full support to the Palestinian stand on the issue of elections,
namely that the elections should take place after the Israeli withdrawal and under
international supervision. Only on the basis of Israeli withdrawal can steps
" towards peacé be negotiated, elections held and the final status of the West Bank
and Gaza determined. For this we need action by this body. We in the Organization
of the Islamic Conference once again strongly condemn the heinous assault on human
freedom and dignity by the occ@pying forces in the occupied Palestinian territory
and demand that they desist forthwith from inflicting furthef inhuman tortures and
practices upon innocent Palestinian people. We would like at the same time to
request that the Security Council take appropriate action with regard to the
current very drave situation in Palestine.

The PRESIDENT: 1 thank Mr. Ansay for his kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker incribed on my list is Mr. Clovis Maksoud, Permanent Observer
of the League of Arab States to the United Nations, to whom the Council extended an
invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure at the
2863rd meeting.

I invite Mr..Maksoud to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement. |

Mr. MAKSOUD (interpretation from Arabic): Mr. President, on behalf of
the League of Arab States, I should like to congratulate you on the assumption qf
your new post at the United‘Nations. Your eloquence and commitment to principles
are only too well known, as are the values represented by your country. I have
known you personally as a very seasoned diplomat who ié aware of the facts and
seeks the truth. - Seeking truth is a commitment we share with you. I should also
like to congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of the Security

Council. While it is only a short time since you have assumed the post of
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Permanent Representative of the United States to the United Nations, we hope that

~ your assumption of this post will be a great remedy for the pains of the
Palestinian people.

(continued in English)

I should also like to express our appreciation to the former President of the
Se;urity Council for the great ability’with which he conducted the affairs of the
VCouncil last month.

I want to express our appreciation for this kind invitation so that we may be
heard on a sﬁbject of great concern to the Arab nation as a whole and to the arab
people.

There has been an attempt in recent monthé to routinize Palestinian
casualties, Pebple expect every day to have three, four or fivebPalestinians
killed, and because of the fact that the Palestinian uprising has gone on so long,
there is a dual attempt on the part of Israel and its supporters to routinize the -
casualties of the Palestinians and to marginaiize the United Nations and its
Security Council. That is the dual objective, and that is why we in the Arab
nation have recourse to the United Nations, fof we need it as centre stage in
crisis manégement, in éroblem solving and in securing what the Charter has
entrusted it to secure: a just and comprehensive peace.

Furthermore, there has been an attempt by the’Israeli occupying authority to
derail the pattern of the intifadah from its substantive commitment to civil
disobedience and non-violence and political determination. In a way, the
Palestinian uprising is supposed to be caught between the cross-fire of the
reckless vendettas of the illegal settlers and vigilantes and the oppressive
pattern of the Israeli army'é bccupation, as if the Palestinians are supposed to

have a preference for one over the other.
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In a way, we are bombarded day in and day out by a new attempt at projecting
the systematized planned violence of the Israeli occupation as being on an equal
level with the Palestinian uprising, which is basically a non-violent operation.
The intention of the Israeli occupation authorities is to exasperate the
Palestinians, so that fatigue permeates the Palestinian situation and the
Palestinians would then be ready to accommodate, in one form or another, Israel's
annexationist policies. As members of the Council all know, Israel does not

consider itself in the occupied Palestinian territories as an occupying Power.
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Is it an occupying Power? Everybody, including the United States, ascertains
that Israel, in the West Bank énd Gaza and Bast Jerusalem, in the Golan Heights and
South Lebanon, is an occupying Power.

Therefore it has to be treated as an occupying Power to rénder it compliant
with the articles of the Geneva anvention and to create a situation and a
resolution of the Security Council that would force Israel first to treat itself as
an occupying Power énd, secondly, to comply with the resolutions. Hence the
principal function of the Security Council is, on the one hand, to enable Israel to
desist from the practices it is undertaking and, on fhe other, to protect the
political, national, legal and human rights of the éalestiﬁian people under
occupation.

Those facts are so obvious it is redundant to repeat them. But it is another
deliberate plaﬁ of Israel to make us appear to be repetitive ahd redundant through
its continued defiance of and contempt for the United Nations, the Geneva
Convention and all tenegs of international law. This is an attempt to routinize
the United Nations and render it marginal. The whole thrust of the Israeli
position is to render the United Nations and the Security Council exclusively a
platform where we seek to verbalize our frustrations, and to ensure that the
Security Council not be an instrument of consequential resolution.

That is the essencé of the matter. The battle on this froﬁt is between Arab
determination to render the Security Cbuncil functional, credible and effective and
the Israeli policy td reduce the Security Council into an object of contempt and
its resolution into an object of total non-compliance.

So one of the spill-overs of the inhumén practices of Israel in the occupied
territofieé is this question: What is the function of the Security Council

mechanism at this particular stage and on this particular problem?
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Many of my colleagues have spelled out in no uncertain terms‘the record of
Israel'é violations, replete with acts of violence against people, deportation, the
burning and destruction of hoﬁses, and practices and legalisms that tend to
frustrate and mutilate the national and human Eights of the Palestinians under
occupation. Therefore I would not want to spéll them out again, except to show
that there has been an intensification in the level of Israelivoppresshon in direct
propoftion to the clarity and coherence of Palestinian moderation.

This symmetry of more intensive Israeli ruthlessness and more objective
moderation on the part of the Paiestiniah leadership is intended as a trap to bring

~about continued polarization and continued conflict. 1In that respect, we consider
that the continued intensification of the oppressive measures of the Israeli‘army,
as well as the recklesé criminal pursuits of the Israeli illegal settlers,
juxtaposed with the position of statesmanship of the Palestinian State and_of the
PLO leadership, represents a dilemma worthy of insightful investigation on the part
of the international community.

What is the objective of the Israelis, when they know éhat.the-?alestinian
State declared on 15 November came-about as a consequence of a consensus of the
Palestinian people, a realization that the PLO is, as I have often stated, for the
Palestinians a framework for their peoplehood. It is a state of mind in the
absence of their State. It is the articulation of their nétional identity in the
absence of their national citizenship. The fact that Palestine is under occupation
does not make it less amenable to exercising its prerogatives of soveréignty; Ahd
it has done so in no unambiguous terms by stating categorically that it has
accepted the jurisprudence of General Assembly fesolution 181 (1II) and
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) -.and 338 k1973) as the definers of the
national patrimony of both the Palestinian State and the Israeli Staée and that

this commitment to the two-State system is firm, is genuine, unequivocal.
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But I must say that this commitment is not final,rbecause it will be finalized
only by mutuality and reciprocity and recognition of the rights of the Palestinian
people to an independent State. Otherwise we are on the threshold of new conflict
and destabilization, which we all seek to avoid. That is why we have had recourse
to the United Nations and its principal organ, the Security Cduncil. We have d0ne;,gx
sO repeatedly because we too, in the Arab worid, have a oonstituency that many
times asks us "Is this continued recourse té the Sécurity Council going to bring
any results? 1Is ﬁhere a dichotomy between your rhetorical statements and the
performance of the Security Council? Are you resorting to the United Nations
Security Council in order to buy time? Is that a substitute for our lack of
determination to retrieve the rights of the Paletinians?"

We will not answer those logical questions except by a further commitment to
render the Security Council resilient, functional, effective. That is our
commitment. And that is why the Arab League summit meeting held in Casablanca;came
to a conclusion supporting without hesitation a central role for the
Security Council in preparing an international oonference, in bringing about a
peaceful outcome to the conflict that has lasted more than 40 vears.

Should we be penalized for that act of faith in the United Nations with more

Israeli intransigence, more Israeli oppression, more Israeli annexation and

faits accomplis?
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If the impression becomes prevalent ‘that the Security Council is bound to
become marginalized in order to accommodate Israeli objectives and behaviour
patterns, then we might have to revise much of our Arab strategy of peace. I want
to say that we do not want to revise our strategy of peace: our éommitment to.
peace with justice. ﬁe want to salvage it; in spite of Israel. But.there is a
fundamental‘distinction between our commitment to peace on the one hand and
passivity and resignation to the inevitability of Israel's sway over the occupied
territories on the other.

It is in that light that we look upon much of what has been said over the past
few weeks concerning Israel's elections prOposél. We are told by the United States
Secretary of State that these are ideas worthy of pondering. We have pondered and
reflected upon those ideas, and have found them lacking in credibility and in
respect for the Palestinian State's authority to designate its own negotiators.

‘ The principal role of the negntiations touted by Israel - unfortunately, with'a
permissive attitude by the United States - is to be a "fishing trip" to discover
what rights the Palestinians “might" have. We conceive of negotiations as a
vehicle for structuring a mutually acceptable outcome. 1In the same way that Israel
does not enter into negotiations to negotiate on whe&her‘or'not i£ has a right to
exist, the Palestinians will not enter into negétiations - nor, since the
Palestinians are a part of the Arab nation, would the Arab States enable them to do
so0 - on whether or not they have a right to self-determination.- That right is
axiomatic and recdénized, in the same way that the international community has said
that within the pre-1967 borders the right of Israel to exist is not negotiable.

Therefore, we have to define the goal of negotiations: It ié to 'structure the
outcome, not to determine it. That has been the pattern of negotiations‘betWeena

all colonial territories or national liberation movements and their colonial
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countries. Negotiations would be onr how to structure, phase and determine the

independent State of Palestine.

This is a historic opportunity. The Palestinians have bitten the bullet by
agreeing to abhandon their legitimate dream of a historical Palestine in order to =
remove the nightmare of occupation. Let them not’déspair, having made that

historic gesture of reconciliation.
’ ~

That is why, when we come to the Security Council, we come with a commitment
to its central functions. We come not to articulate our frustrations, but to try

and achieve our'legitimate rights and hopes.

‘The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Maksoud for his kind words addressed to me.
I row invite the represéntative of Tunisia to take a place at the Council
table and to make his statement.

Mr. GHEZAL (Tunisia) (interpretationkfrom Arahic): I wish at the outSét}
on behalf of the Tunisian delegation, to congratulate you most sincerely, sir, on
your assumption of the presidency of the Council for June. Your competence,
diplomatic skill and remarkéble human aualities, as well as the pre-eminent 
position of your country, are an earnest of success in the work of tﬁe Security_‘
Council,

it is my pleasure also to convey to your predecessor, Sir Crispin Tickell,
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom, our gratitude for the remarkable
skill with which he conducted the work of the Council in May, and for all 6is
praiseworthy efforts.

The tragedy of the Palestiniah people bhas lasted for more than 40 vears,
during which tﬁat people has been subjected to every possible form of injustice and
tyranny. For the past 22 years the Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza and

Jerusalem have been suffering the most frightful form of foreign occupation
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and brutality and have seen their rights usurped. 1In the 18 months since the
beginning of the glorious intifadab of the Palestinian people - the revolution of
the stone-throwing generation - in the occupied Palestinian territories, not a day
has passed without news of a Palestinian man, woman or child being killed. Not a
day passes without houses heing destroyed. Not a day passes without Palestinians
heing thrown into prison or detention camps without charge or trial. Such are the
actions of the Israeli occupation authorities, They are just a few examples of the
violations of the rights of the Palestinian people: violations of international
norms and agreements.

The Security Council, which is charged with the maintenance of international
peace and security and bears a special historical responsibility for the fate of
the Palestinian people, is fully aware of the events in the region. The Council
knows that the situation is deteriorating. The Council's attention has been
repeatedly drawn to the threat posed by that situation to regional and
international peace and security. The Council must shoulder its responsiblity with
respect to that situation in accordance with the United Nations Charter.

In its most recent resolution on the subject, resolution 43/233 of
20 April 1989, the General Assembly called upon the Council urgently to consider

the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories.
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The Assembly also asked the Council tb take the necessary measures to
guarantee international civil protection for the Palestinians.,‘Unfortunately,
however, the Council has been unable even to adopt a declaration expressing its
concern about the situation, which is deteriorating with every passing day.

While this impotence and this silence continue, in the past few days we have
seen an even greater deterioration in the situation in the occupied Palestinian
téfritdries. Indeed, the Israeli authoritie$ and armed forces have given free rein
to their barbarous tendencies. The armed forces and groups of armed settlers by
the hundreds have been unleashed, launching campaigns of criminal terrorism in many
places against unarmed Palestinians, attacking their belongings and their sacred
values.

The Israeli occupation authorities have provided the groups with automatic
weapons, jeeps and military communications equipment, which they have used to
attack Palestinian settlements and villages, in a naked outburst of terrorism.

They have destroyed and burned property and wounded and killed people. We recall ‘
the atrocious crimé perpetrated in Kafl Harith by a group of 30 armed Israeli
settlers against a l4-year-old Palestinian girl, who happened to be beside her
house when it was riddled with bullets.

As the COunqil is aware, such crimes committed against Palestinians by groups
of armed terrorists are nothing new, but they have become extensive and
systematic. They would not be so serious but for the support and protection of the
Israeli occuéation‘authotities. The incident in the village of Beita, Qhere the
authorities blew up some Palestinian houses after the death of a young Israeli girl
at the hands of the Israeli settlers, is just one éxample of that support and

protection, when Israel knew that the death resulted from the actions of other

Israelis.
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Recently we learned of another example of shameful action: The Israeli
authorities have imposed on Palesiinian workers in the Palestinian occupied
territory a requirement to wear badges bearing the legend in Hebrew "Foreign
worker"”. What coﬁld be more cynical or tyraﬁnical than the foreign oppressor
making the Palestinian a foreigner on his own s0il? Those badges remind us of
Other badges and an inglorious period in human history. It would be well for ﬁhose
who adopted that shameful measure to rescind it.

- Today we have heard in the Council, as we did yesterday, details of other
atrocities committed by the occupation authorities and groups of terrorist
settlers. For example, an eight-month-old baby was seriously wounded by bullets of
the occupation anthorities. The authorities have also profaned the Koran in- the
school of Deir El Balloot, where Israeli soldiers tore out pages of the sacred book
and papered the WCs with them, as the Israeli press itself reported.

We have all read in The New York Times today that, according to the Israeli

press and even representatives of the occupation authorities, the authorities have
begun to apply apartheid measures against the Palestinians. Among those measures
we would mention the requirement to carry a kind of identity card or passport,
similar to the passes imposed on the biack inhabitants of South Africa. According
to the Israeli press itself, the apartheid régime has ended that practice.

We would also pointrout that, although many countries and peoples are proud of
having made education compulsory, the Israeli occupation authorities seem to have
decided to make illiteraéy compulsory; it is imposed by force in the occupied
territofies. The authorities have closed all the colleges and schools and have

banned all forms of teaching, private or public, for adults or children, in the

schools or at home.
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Is not all that sufficient reason for the Security Council to come down firmly’
against the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories? Can there be any
excuse for the Councii to maintain its silence and lack of interest, to ignore the
cause and the rights of the Palestinian people and to wash its hands of all concern
and responsihbility for the whole region?

The young Palestinian State and the leaders of the Palestinian people have
proved that they were sincere in their pursuit of a just and lasting solution to
. the Palestinian problem. The Palestinian people in the occupied territories has
demonstrated its maturity, its paiience and its resistance. It has used the stones
of its ancestral land as weapons against the Israeli war machine. It will win -

there is no doubt. The will of peoples is indomitable, no matter what the power of

the occupier.
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In the light of this situation in the occupied Palestinian territories, which
is already very serious but is worsening, we once again call on the Security
Council to take the indispensable, urgent measures they have been asked to take in
the Secretary-General's report of 21 January 1988, in order to secure international
protection for the defenceless Palestinian people, groaning under the yoke of the
occupier, and to‘compel the Israeli authorities to respect international treaties,
particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention on the Protection of Civilians in Time of
War, concluded on 12 August 1949. That is the first, indispensable step towards
the achievement of a peaceful, just and lasting settlement within the framewqu of
the principles laid down in General Assembly resolution 43/176 of
15 December 1988, That resolution was adopted almost unanimously and in it the
Assembly calls for the holding of an international peace conference on the Middle

East and recommends the consideration of measures necessary for the holding of the

conference.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Tunisia for the kind words
he addressed to me. v
The next speaker is the representative of Yemen. I invite him to take a place
at the Council table and go make his statement.
| Mr. SALLAM (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the
delegation of the Yemen Arab Regublic, I am pleased to extend to you, Sir, our
congratulations on your assumptfdn of the presidency of the Security Council for
the month of June 1989. We areisure that, with your well-known political
experience and your extensive diplomatic service, you will conttibdte to the
effectiveness of the Council's work.

On behalf of the delegation of the Yemen Arab Republic, I express also our

admiration and appreciation to your predecessor for the valuable work he did during

his presidency of the Council last month.
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The Security Council last met on this subject on 17 February 1989. - It had
held a lengthy discussion on the deteriorating situation in the occupied
Palestinian territories. But the Councillfailed to adopt even a draft resolution
condemning Israel for its persistent inhuman practices against the Palestinian
people in the territories occupied by Israel since 1967 and for its continued
failure to implement the relevant Council resolutions. That failure was the result
of the use of the right of veto by a big Power, a permanent member of the Security
Council. Thus, that Power has in effect allowed the culprit to pursue without
constraint, with impunity, its arbitrary practices, which violate human rights.’
That in itself has encouraged the aggressor to continue its brutality.

The argument édVanced at the time by the representative of the big'Power in
question was that the adoption of a draft resolution similar to the one before the
Council might not indeed advance the cause of peace in the region.

The conditions of the Palestinians under occupation have not improved sinée
17 February last. Indeed, they have only worsened day by day.

On Saturday, 3 June, The New York Times quoted a broadcast by Israel Radio to

the effect that Rabbi Isaac Ginsberg had advised his associates among the Jewish
settlers after the killing in Kafl Harith on Monday, 29 May, that
"Biblical prohibitions on the spilling of blood applied only to Jewish blood,
not to that of non-Jews",
Such racist words cannot be ascribed to Allah, God the Almighty - quite the

contrary.

In the same article in The New York Times on 3 June, the same reporter,

Alan Cowell, quotes Daniella Weiss, a member of the Gush Emunim movement, as

stating:
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(spoke in English)

"Settlers attacking Palestinians should be praised for it and no one should
speak against them".

(continued in Arabic)

The question now is: 'Having heard these callsiby Israeli heretics, will the
Security Council once again refuse to condemn them and their abhorrent practices?.

The Palestinian people continues to suffer daily as a result of the arbitrary
Israeli violations of their human rights. The use of bullets, sticks and poison
gas to disperse demonstrations by children, the breaking of bonesvbf human beings;
starvation and tortufe of detainees, dynamiting of houses, burning of crops and
produce, economic boycotts, collective punishment of towns and villages, closing of
schools and universities,‘desecfation of Holy Places and other acts of pfofanation'
cited by Ambassador Zuhdi Terzi, the Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine:
all these are arbitrary practices that cannot be justified in any circumstances.

The goal of the Palestinian intifadah is not to drive the Jews out of
Palestine., I repeat: the goal is‘not to drive the Jews out of Palestine. Rather,
the aim is the establishment of an independent Palestinian Sﬁate that would coexist
in peace and harmony with its neighbours.

It is therefore the Security Council's duty to make Israel comply with its
obligations under all the instruments, including treaties, it accepted as a State
on its adﬁissiop to membership to the United Nations. That includes the
implementation of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention, of
12 August 1949, on the Protection of Civilians in Time of War. Compliance with
treaties is essential, as the Secretarnyeneralvstéted in.the following passage

from his report on the work of the organization to the forty-third session of the

General Assembly:
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“The principle that treaties must be complied with and carried out in good’

faith, commonly expressed in the maxim pacta sunt servanda, is basic to the
Chartet. Respeét for international agreements is not only one of the
fundamental principles of international law; it is the foundation of the:
organized international community. If this principle were abandoned, the
whole superstructure of contemporary international law and organization,
including the functioning of the United Nations, the effectiveness of the
decisions of its competent organs and resort to international arbitration or
judicial settlement of justiciable disputes, would collapse. It is in the
equal inte;eSt of all States, large or small, to work towards a world whereb
nations will operate within a complete, coherent and viable system of law.

Any movement away from this goal holds equal danger for all®. (A/43/1, p. 12)

In any event, and despite the regrettable developments that have taken place
since 17 February 1989, we take note of several positive events, including the
proposal to hold elections in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip of Palestine,
the advancement of certain United States ideas on a éeaceful settlement by means of
elections, and some occasional statements made by United States officials.

But the call for elections or the publication of those scenarios of a
settlement, irrespective of the degree of good faith put into them, will not
contribute effectively to the achievement of a compreheﬁsive and just peace in the
Midale East, unless and until the Council, with the consent of all its members,
endorses a comprehensive peace plan that sets a specific time frame for its
implementation and is guaranteed by the permanent members of the Security cQuncil
and all parties to the conflict,

It is only logical, then, that an international peace‘COnference on the Middle
East, under the auspices of the United Natidns, will provide a viable and practical

framework for the implementation of the aforesaid plan through direct negotiations
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to be conducted between the parties concerned within the working committees of the
conference. If the Security Council.were to accept the notion of an international
peace conference, it would have to make Israel commit itself to withdrawing its
forces from the occupied Palestinian territories and to replacing them with an
international force to be deployed for a specific‘period of time in order to
Supervise free and fair elections. Later, the same international force woﬁld
oversee the exercise by the Palestinian people of its right to self-determination.

The world community is now enjoying a relatively calm period that augurs well
for the peace and security of mankind. In an atmosphere of political relaxation
between the two super-Powers, the world as a whole sténds to make enormous
political, social and economic gains. It was against that backdrop that the Geneva
agreements on a peaceful solution to the Afghanistan problem were concluded. The
cease-fire betwen Irag and Iran has also been established. Only in such a global
mood was it possible to embark on the implementation of Security Council 435 (1978)
on Namibia. Soon, God willing, the international community will celebrate the.
independence of Namibia and its admission as a full-fledged member into the family
of nations. With the withdrawal of Vietnamese forces from Rampuchea énd the
initiation of dialogue between the Kampuchean parties themselves, a peaceful
settlement to the Kampuchean problem will be achieved. 1In Cyprus, the two Cypriot
communities have expressed a desire for dialogue in a bid to reach a peaceful
solution to the question of Cyprus. Thanks to the good offices of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity, the
Western Sahara problem will soon be resolved once and for all.

All that leaves the Security Council with one major probleﬁ: the Middle East
issue, at the core of which is the question of Palestine., The Arab leaders, in

their endeavours to solve the problem peacefully, have made bottom-line concessions

and in good faith have put all their cards on the table before the international
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community in a sincere pursuit of a comprehensive and just peace in the region. In
their Joint Communiqdé issued on 26 May, 1989, at the end of the‘Aréb summit |
meeting held in Casablanca, the Arab Heads of State endorsed:

"The convening of an international peace conferencé on the Middle East, with

the participation of the five permanent members of‘the Security Council along

with all parties to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation

Organization, with a view to achieving a comprehensive and just settlement of

tﬁe Arab-Israeli conflict on the basis of Security Council resolutions

242,(1957) and 338 (1973) and all other relevant United Nations resblutions,

as well as the inalienable national riéhts of the Palestinian people, to

agreeing on security guarantees for all the States in the region, including
the State of Palestine; to resolving the Palestinian refugee problem in
accordance Qith United Nations General Assembly resolutioﬁ 194 of 1948; and to
conidering all the relevant resolutions of the United Nations as the basis
for international law that guarantégs the right of the Palestinian people to
~establish ifs independent State."

While Palestinign Arabs in their turn have aiso‘made bottom-line concessions
in order to solve their problem, which is more than 40 years old, bringing pressure
to bear on the Palestinians to make further concessions will only consolidate
deeply rooted con?ictiOns among the Arab masses in all Arab countries that what has |
been usurped by force will only be regained by force. The Council, which has
repeatedly failed to bring about a comprehensive and just settlement in the Middle
East, losing sevéral favourable political opportunities, will be held fully

accountable for the adverse consequences of. a delayed political solution to the

problem.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Yemen for his kind words

addressed to me.

'+ The next speaker is the representative of Bahrain. 1T invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. AL-SHAKAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): I should Llike at
the outset, to extend to you, Sir, our warm congratulations on your assumption of
the presidency of the Security Council for thé month of June. We are confident
that your well-known diplomatic experience and skills will enhance the
effectiveness of the Council during the current month.

I also take this opportunity to commend your predecessor, Sir Crispin Tickell,
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, for the effective manner in which he quided the Council during the month
of May.

The Council has convened at the request of the Arab Group to examine an
extremely important issue. There is no;question that the deteriorating situation
in the occupied Palestinian territories is a pressing matter that warrants
immediate and since efforts on the part of the Security Council, given the pace of
the developments in the Middle East region. Thus, it is incumbent upon this organ

to fulfil its mandate of maintaining peace and security, which has long been lost

to the area.
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We are all awnte'of the importance-of~the time factor on the course of events
and its positive or negative impact on the peace process ‘in thg area. Thus the
Arab Group's requést that the Secnrity Council be convened at this point‘in time
was not without good reason. It reflects a world-wide éonéérn over the
deteriorating situation in the occupievaalestinién territories‘and the growing
suffering of the Palestinians, who have been the victims of“déily oppressive and
arbitrary measures under the yoke of Israeli occupation.

In a report released on 1 June on the situation in'the'odcupied'A;ab
territories, International Amnesty Strdngly COndémned the practices of the Is;aeli
occupation authoritiés, which are in massive violation ofithe fundamental rights of
the Palestinian population, and cited over 5;060 Palestinians detained without
trial since the beginning of the glorious'Paiestinian nprising in December 1987.
Most of those Palestinian detainees continue to>1anguisn under severely h;rsb._
conditions in Israeli detention camps. |

Ever since the start of the:valiant Palestinianruprising, which stands‘out as
a new stage in the national Palestinian struggle to end tne Israeli settler
occupation, Israel has met that uprising with every possiblé means of opp:egsﬂon,"
intimidation, brutality and torture in order to abort it. The horrendous crime’at'
Nahhalin petpet;.rated by the Israeli .occupation forces last Aéril»still liveé ‘in the
world's memory. Thé Nahhalin massacre shook the world's conscience, for its
martyrs and victims were blameless and innocent villagers whosé destiny had 1ed :
them into the hateful grip of the Iéraeli'occupntion.

The Sécurity Council is meeting at a time'when Israél is'making a desperate
effort to appear in the international arena as a seeker after éeace, on the basis
of the so-called Shamir peace plan; but at the same4time it continues to'siép up
its represssive, brutal practices against the unarmed civilian Palestinian

population. Thus, indiscriminate shootings, the imposition of curfews, the
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application‘of var ious férms of céllective punishment - including deportations,
dynamiting of homes; expropriation'of land, 61osing of schools and insiitutes and
prevenging‘worshipgers from performing their'religious‘duties‘- all are’aspectstof
Israel's brutality. It is obvious that the purpose of the intensification of the
Israeli crackdown on the‘?alestinians in the occupied territories is to coerce the
Palestinians into accepting Shamir's plan for elections.

That plan in its nature and essence aims,at lendiﬁg some iegitimacy to the
Israeli occupation and to Israel's qsdrpathon of the land of the Palestinians and
their inherent right to\self-determination, as well asiat circumventing the sole
and legitimateirepresentative of the Palestinian people, namely,‘the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO).

| ‘It is only natural that the Palestinian people and leadership. should not
accept tha£ plan, which usurps Palestinians of their right to their land and to
self-determination. The Israeli plan to hold elections in the occupied Palestinian
te;ritories’is_nothing bui a thinly veiled manoeuQre by which Israel tries tp
deflect the internatiohalfimpact of the intifadah. 1In effect, that means that the .
status quo Israel hés;desperateiy tried to consoliﬂate is not acceptable at all.
Hence ii i§ now éssentiél to achievé~a.just and comprehensive settlement of the
question of Palestine under international law.

My delegation believes that the Israeli peacgvmanoeuvrebin the quise of a call
for elections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip under thetbaYOnets of oécupation is
nothing but a device to end the intifadah and to consolidate thebogcupa;ion and
’status guo, beqause~§hat plan does not»fecognize the holy right of the.Palestinian-
people to‘regain their land and to exercise théir right to self—determination ovVer
their ﬁerritory. Does it make sen;e for the Palestinian pgoplgrtb\accept a plan

that usurps their right to their land and self-determination? Such elections
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cannot be held‘except under international supervision and in the context of an
over-all peace process under international law,

In view of these facts, my delegation feels that tﬁe Security Council must act
speedily in order to curb the arbitrary Israeli practices and alleviate the
suffering of the Palestinianrpeople under the heavy heel of occupation. 1In this
context I would recall that at its resumed forty-third session the General Assembly
adopted resolution 43/233 on 20 April 1989, which is a praisewofthy‘stand
reflecting the international consensus that the Security Council should take
adeguate measures to ensure international protection for Palestinian civilians in
the occupied Palestinian térritories. It is our fervent hope that the Security
Council will this time respond to that international consensus by adopting an
appropriate resolution providing maximum protection for the Ealestinian peopie
against the brutalities of the Israeli occupation authorities. The Palestinian
people in the occupied territories have the»right to receive international
protection from the various forms of represssion, humiliation and torture meted out
daily by the Israeli occupation authorities, which flout all human values aﬁd
accepted international nbrms of conduc£. This has prompted Secretary-General
Javier Pérez de Cuéllar to recommend to the Security Counéil in a valuable report
over a year ago (5/19443) that it make a concerted effort to take proper measures
to ensure international protection for the Palestinian peOple.r It is my
delegation's Qiew that the Council should intercede, in keeping with its
international obligations, in order to end the mass abuses of human rights in the
occupied Palestinian tecritdries for the past 18 months - that is, since the
beginning of the glofious Palestinian intifadah. It is against all reason to leave
the Palestinian people hostage to ruthless treatment by tﬁe Israeli occupation

authorities, whose practices are contrary to all human and moral values. TImmediate
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action by the Security Council to protect the Palestinian people in the occupied
tecrritories, under the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, would constitute an important step
towards ending the systematic killing of innocent Palestinians and putting an end
to the escalation of brutality by the Israeli occupatioh forces in the West Bahk

and Gaza Strip, pending the achievement of a permanent solution of the question of

Palestine under international law.
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The Palestinian national intifadah, which has gained world-wide sympathy and
support because it aims at achieving independence and self-determination for the
Palestinian people, has resulted in the formal recognition by many peace-loving
countr ies of the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and
independence; in the recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization as their
sole, legitimate representative; and in recognition of an independent Palestinian
State. The intifadah hasrrestored to the question of Palestine its appeal and
relevance and brought the Arab~Israeli conflict, which is at the root of the -
problem, back into the focus of international attention, with its proper place oh
the world agenda.

it is a source of satisfaction and hope that this meeting of the Security
Council to examine the situation in thé»occupied Palestinian territories comas in
the wake of the positive outcome of the special Arab summit meeting held in
Casablanca, Morécco, from 23 to 26 May this year. Those results were welcomed
warmly by the international community and represent a sincere effort to bring about
a genuine and fair peace in the region.

The resolutions adopted at the Arab summit reflect the sincere wish of the
Arab States and the Palestine Liberation Organization to achieve peace on the basis
of justice and in line with international legitimacy, which calls for the
achievement of a peaceful settlemeht on the basis of land for peace and the
recognition of the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination dver its
national soil.

Needless to say, one of the basic tenets of peace endorsed at the Arab summit
is the convening of an international Middle East peace conference, under the
auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of the five permanent

members of the Security Council and all parties concerned, including the Palestine
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Liberatioh Organization, the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people. The goals of such a conference would be to reach a just and comprehensive
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, on the basis of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973),,to~implement the inalienable national rights
of the Palestinian peopie, in accordance with all relevant United Nations
teéolutions, which provide a basis for the application of international law, and to
ensure the right of the Palestinian people to establish its independent State.

Thus the:resolutions adopted at the Casablanca summit would provide a valuable
opportunity that warrants‘the support of the international community.

Bahrain sincerely hopes that for its paft, the Security Council will support
the Casablanca resolutions and make Israel accept the peace alternative. The _
Council would thus be fulfilling its 1oﬁg-awaited role in achieving the desired
peace in the Middle East region.

Bahrain also hopes that the Council will be able to formuléte a clear,.
positive, collective position that matches the constructive Arab peace initiative.
But that position will have to be trénslatgd into concrete action so that the peace
process can overcome the obstacles thrown up by Israel in order to prevent the
convening of the international Middle East:peace conference endorsed by consensus
of the international community, as'reflectéd«in General Assépb1y4resolutionﬂ43/176
of 15 December 1988.

Like all other peace-loving States, Bahrain believes in the possibility of
achieving peace under United Nations auspices, if only all members of the Security
Council would live up to their responsibiiity for the maintenance of peace and.

l security in the region and work together in order to restore to the Security
Council its positive and effectiVe role in bringingrabout peace on the basis: of

justice, thus ensuring stability and saEety for present and future generations in
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the Middle East region. This, of course, would requife bringing»ptessure to bear
on Israel, including the invoking of measures under Chapter VII of the Charter, in
order to force Israel to abandon its inttansigenee and arrogance and»aéreevto and
participate in an international Middle East peace conference under the auspices of
the Un1ted Nations, that being the only alternatlve if we are to achleve an overall
settlement of the Arab-Israeli confllct, at the root of which is the Palestlnxan'
question.

Bahrain looks forward to seeing a sincere international effdrt‘in which the
Secu:ity,Councii would play its proper rqle in_meking this a key year in advancing
. the cauée of peace, thus tfansfofming aspirations for peace into a concrete
reallty, with the participation of all partles concerned, 1ed by the United
Nations, as reptesented by the secretary-General and by the Securlty Council in 1ts.
capaeity as custodian of international peace and security.

I wish to stress Bahrain's conviction that the Council now has a valuable
opportunity to establlsb a JUSt and permanent peace 1n the reglon. May the

Security Council make full use of it.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Bahrain for his kind words
addressed to me. ;

In view of the lateness of the hour, I intend to adjourn the meeting now. The
next meeting of the Security Council to continue the consideration of the item on

the agenda will take place on Thursday, 8 June 1989, at 10.30 a.m.

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.




