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The meeting was called to order at 4.30 p.m.

L

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA by

The agenda was adopted. - -
THE S ITUATIDN IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REIRESENTATIVE»OF TUNISIA TO _
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE FRESIDENT OF THE SEQURITY C(OUNCIL (S/20454)

LETTER DATED 9 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN FEOPLE ADDRESSED TO THE
" RRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/20455) '

The‘PRESIDENT: In aécordance with the decisions taken at the prgvious
meetings on this item, I invite the representatives of Aféhanistan, Bahﬁain,
Bangladesh, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, the German Democratic
Republic, India, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran,AIsraeL,VJapan, Jordan,
Kuwait, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanbn, the Libyan Arab Jaméhiriya,
Morocco, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Qatat,\the Sudan, the Syrian'Arab Republic,
Tunisia, Turkey, the Uktéinian Soviet Socialist Republic, Yemen énd zimbabwe to
take theiplaces reserved for them at the side of the Council table. I invite the‘
representative of ?alestine to take a place at the Council table.

At the ‘invitation of the President, Mr. Dost (Afghanistan), Mr. Al-shakar

(Bahrain)i'Mr.~Mbhiuddin-(Bangladesh);'M:.'OramaS'OIiva'(Cuba);‘Mr;'Zapotocky

(CzéChOslovakia)i*Mr;'Al-Alfi'(nenocratiC'Yémen),~Mr;'Bada&i-(Egypt);-Mr;~Zachmann

(German Democratic Republic), Mr. Gharekhan (India), Mr. Tarmidzi (Indonesia),

Mr;'Mahallati'(Islamic Repub1ic'of'I:an);'Mr;'Bein'(Israel);'Mr;'Kagami-(Japan),

,Mra'Salah'(Jordaq);‘Mr;'Abuihasan (Kuwait), ‘Mr. Kittikhoun (Lao'People'sinemocratic “

Republic), Mr;'Fakhoury (Lebanon);;Mr;'Treiki‘(Libyan'Arab Jamahiriya),

'Mr. Bennouna- (Morocco), ‘Mr. Serrano Caldera (Nicaragua), Mr. Shah Nawaz (Pakistan),
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'Mr.'Kam‘(Panama), Mr. Al-Nasser (Qa%ar), Mr.  Adam (Sudan), Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian

~Arab Republic),'Mr;-Ghezal (Tunisia), Mr. Aksin (Turkey), Mr. Oudovenko (Ukrainian

Soviet - Soc1a118t Republic), Mr. Sallam (Yemen) and Mr. Mudenge ' (Zimbabwe) took the

places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber, Mr. Al-Kidwa

(Palestlne) took a place at the Council table.
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.'The'PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received
a letter from the representative ofjthe United Arab Emirates in which»he requests.
to be invited to participate in the discussion of the item onvghe Council's
agenda; In conformity with the usual practice, I propose, with ihé consent o: the‘
'Council, to ‘invite that representatiﬁe to particiéate in the discussion, without
the right to vote, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and
rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the Presidént;‘Mr. Al-Shaali (United Arab Emirates) took

the place reserved for him at the side ofjthe-CounciI'Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of
the item on its agenda. Members of the Council have before them document S/20463,
which contains the text of a draft resolution submi tted by Algeria, Colombia,

Ethiopia, Malaysia, Nepal, Sehegél'and Yugoslavia.

Mr. PENALbSA (Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to join
those who have already spoken in this debate in stating ourrpleasure at seeing
Nepal presiding over the Security Council. Colombia has for many years been linked
with Nepal, a non-aligned country, by ties of friendship and co#operafion. ‘Nepal
has played a very active role in this Organizatioh since it became  a Member in
1955; it has resﬁonded with special generosity to various requests for
~participation in contingents of United Nationsipeace~keeping forces.

We are pleased too that it is Ambassador Rana whd is in the‘Chéi;, for he has
distinguished himself durihg a long and successful career in the fofeign service of
his ¢ountry’and has‘pléyed‘aﬁ important role in the Non-Aligned Movement. All
thpse factors, together with his many personal attributes, are a guarantee of

success in the Council‘'s work.
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(Mr. Pefialosa, Colombia)

We wish also to thank AmbassadorvRazali of Malaysia for the effective and -
~intelligent way in which he presided over the Council's wbrkrlast-month.

We are taking part iﬁ the debate today feeling greétrdisappointment and
frustration; After 42 years the subject of the relations betweeﬁ the Arab
‘countries and Israel continues to be a source of concern for the international

community, because of its effect on peace;

" We come here today to protest thevbrutal and inhuman way ih which the’Israeii
occupation.fOtces have handled the Palesﬁinian uprising. Just as the Jewish people
.justly aspiredrto selfédetermination'42 years ago, the inhabitants of the occupied
territories share that same aspiration; The police ﬁteatmént the;e,‘the events of
the4past yéar and thé értificial formqlas created to control those events cannot be
justifiéd and have been rightly rejected by the inhabitants. The uprising in the
territories is an'emihently political problem and it must be treated acéordinély.

We cannot'dgceive ourselves: After 22 yeats'of occupation, the Paiestinian
éeople more than ever before yeafns for self-determination. Thése who today are
protesting and being éacrificed were not even born, or were infants, when Israel
began its‘oéchpation. They belong to a genération raised under Israeli occupation.

The Israeli people must be aware of the universal réjection of the way they |
are trying id control tbe Paiestiniaﬁ'uprising and of its conseqﬁences. T wouldA

'recal; thé words of'David Ben-Gurioﬁ, spoken i; the Knessét on 31 October 1960:

"Without the sympathy.of other nations,‘the Isfaeli army by’itéelf canﬂot

guaranteé peace for Israel”.

We foin>previous speakers in demanding>that, as the Security Council has
requested several times, Israel immediately apply the Fourth Geneva Convention
Relative to the Protection of Civilian Per sons in Time of War in the Palestinian»

and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, includingiJerusalem. and,
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as nandated by the Council, immediagely cease pplicies and ptaCEices that violate
the provisions of the Geneva Convention. |

Colombia has elways been of the view that the situation in the Middle'EasE, s0
heavily burdened with bleak prospects, would'becone more promising with a feturn to
the spirit and the letter of resolution 242 (1967), which after 21 Yeais, 3ums’up
what continues to be a good starting-point te seeure peace in the region. Since
the establishment of the United Nations, Colombia has maintained a balanced and
equitable position on the Middle East problen. The elements in teselution |
242'(19’67)‘inv01‘ve recognition ef-the inalienable right of the Palestinian people
to se1f~aetermination, the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by
force, the withdrawal of Israeli troops‘frem all occupied<£e:ritories, en end ﬁo
all states of war, and respect for and :ecoénition of the sovereiénty, territorial
integrity and political independence of all States of the region and their right to
exist in peace within secure and recognized borders, free from thteatsvend acts of
force.

Colombia viewed as satisfactofy the position taken by ﬁhe,PaleStine National
Council and Mr. Arafet, sinee with it they reaffirmed ‘the Paleetinian-people'sv
commi tment to the prlnclples and purposes of the United Natlons. ~They also
condemned the threat of force, violence and terrorism and cane out in favou: of the
settlement of international confllcts by peaceful means. W1th great realism and
courage, which we applaud,‘they invited all parties involved in the conflict,
particularly Israel;*to forge peace in the region, under United Nations auspices,
with dignity, freedem and security for all States., |

We have always suppor ted the convening of an international conference on peaceA-

in the Middle East under Unlted Nat1ons auspices, on the basis of Securxty Counc11
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resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), with the éarticipation of the Palestine
Libération Organization (Ptof on an équal footing. The indefinite“postponement qf
that conference has brought about serious difficulties for all the countries of the
region. bet us not continue postpohing it indefi;nitely," arguing that we do not
believe in the good faith of the other party. Let us te#t that good faith at the

 negotiating table.
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The call for a just solution deserves world attention. - Our country'believgs
that any positive and constructive actioﬁ from any 6ne of the two parties in
conflict must be received with all sincerity and good faith., The path to dialogue -
in the quest for peace is, we are convinced, long and difficult, but thé removal of
any‘obstacle from its course must be viewed as real progress and should not simply
be-kejeéted, since one gesture of trust'will'necessarily bring about others. Too
much blood has already been shed and the suffering has been incalculable.. We hope
that éhe parties in conflict‘will prefer negotiation to violence, méderation to
extremism, and constructive responses to offhand rejection.

deay, we wish to endorse what the‘Secretaty-General has saids:

"Clearly, the negotiation of é'settiement_will be extraqrdinarily
difficult, because it will require that all parties concerned‘abandén the
positions wﬁich they hold so firmly today. I am quite aware of the great
.complexity of the various options before thém, and I should like to také thisv
‘opportunity to urge thém to demonstrate‘moderation and achieve the change of
attitude required in order £o negotiate a setglemeht. Each party must set
aside the often justified rancour that it feels because of past injustices and
try better to;underst;nd the legitimate interests and legitimate complaints of
the otherﬂsidé."

? Colombia wishes to call upon all members of the Council, and especially its
pé;manent members, to help mobilize the internationalycommunity_in 6rder to promote

the start of an effective negotiation process.

{

| .
. We shall unconditionally support every effort by the Secretary-General. to

reaciivafé ﬁhe search for a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement, because
only in that manner will it be possible to protect the interests of the Israeli and

Palestiniéﬁ”beopies and help both of them live in peace with one anothe:.
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As a non-aligned country Colombia is convinced of the importance of dialogue
among all parties‘toiachieve agreements thaﬁ will make it possible for peace to
come about. Together with the other non—aligneé members of the Council, wé are
Spohsoring a draft resolution, the text of which is sé moderéfe that it simply
contains’opinions that have been expressed here and avoids poinfs of
'COﬁfrontation. That is why we hope that it can be adopted unanimously this

afternoon.

' The PRESIDENT: T thank the representative of Colombia for his kind words
addressed to me and to my country.
The next speaker is the representative of Nicaragua. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr;'SERRANO'CALDERA.(Nicaragua) (interpretatidn from Spanish)ﬁ First of
all, alloﬁ me to congratulatg you, Sir, on your assumption of the p:ésideﬁcy of_the
Security COungil for the month of February. We are convinced that your diplomatic
- skills, knowledge and wisdom will result in a positive contribution to the wofk of
the Counci;,-especially with regard to the véry sensitive question now before us.

I should also like to congratulate Ambassador Ismail Razali of Malaysia for
the excellent way in which he guided the work of the Council last month.

The Securify Council is meeting once again in order to consider the dangerous
éituation,prevailing in the occupied Palestinian territbries, a situati§ﬁ thagbhas
been deteriorating as a result of the increased repression of. the Palestinian
populétion by the Israeli occupation férces.

Israeli repression énd préctices in‘the occupied ?alestihian territories have
drastically worsened, and the flagrant violation of human rights éerpetratedl
against the Palestinian people is increasingly self-evident, even to those who are

most sceptical.
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The uprising of the Palestinian people against Israeli dominatioh is now into. 
its second year, despite the brutal repression unleashed by Israel to break the
unshakeable will of the Palestinian people in thei: struggle for their legitimate
rights. fThe intifadah has become a liberating struggle; an example for all human‘
beings who are defending their riohts to self -determination and national
independence.

The campaign of tepression unleashed by Ierael in the occupied Palestinian
territories has left a toll of hundreds of dead, thousands of wounded and
prisoners, dozens of homes destroyed and hundreds of Palest1n1an brothers expelled
from the land whete they were born.

Israeli practlces in the occupied Palestinian terr1tor1es are in violation not
‘only of the most basic human rights but also of the pr1nc1p1es of 1nternatlona1 lawb
and’the-United‘Nations Chartet. Hence, our delegation belleves that it is urgent |
for the Security Councxl to compel Israel to respect its commitments as the
occupying Power, in accordance with the provisions of the Fourth Genevav00nvention o
Relative to the Proteotion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12’August,l§49.

We are not hefe_today merely to spell out the long list of arbitraty'actions
perpettated against the Palestinian people by Israel, for those are widely known‘to
the members of‘the Council and have beem strongly condemhed by the intetnatiomal.
community. | |

The delegation of Nicaragqua hae come here‘today in the‘hoﬁe thet the Security
Council will take the measures necessary to‘protect the life,'the eecurity, the
dignity and the property of the'Pelestinians in the occupied‘tertitories.

The most recent events in the‘ocoupied Pelestinian territories ere.exttemely .
dangerous, and if no solution‘is found the suffering of'the Palestinieh people wili’

'go on. We cannot continue to deny an entire people its historio_tight to
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-
self-determination, a right that has already been achieved by other'peoples, and in
many cases, as in thét of my own country, at'Qery great cost.

‘The Council must send a clearAmeésage that Israel's current position will 6nly
radicalize the éituationiand increase violence to the detriment of dialogue and
prospects for peace. Israel must recognize that the intifadah is’the irrepressible
force of the_Palestinian people struggling for its freedom, that it is the outcome

of 21 years of Israeli military occupation and the refusal of an entire people to

live in humiliation and under threats.
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Israel must.tecognize that the intifadah represents the resolute will of a.peoplé‘ |
against oppression end that, given its eminently political natu;e. there must be a
political soiution which must neceesariiy involve dialogue with the legitimate :
representative of the ?alestinian éeople,'namely, the Palestine Liberatipnv
Organization ( Pm) . |

Some particulatly important developments have demonstrated the sincere desire’
of the ;epresentatives of the Palestinian peeple to achieve a political solution of
the problem. 1In this connection, we must refer to the nineteenth session of the.
Palestine National Council, held in Algiers from 12 to 15 November 1988, as well as
the declarations subeequently adopted in Stockholm and Geneva Which fully accept
| Security Council resolutions 142 (1967) and 338 (1973), es’well es General Assembly
resolution-lBl (II) of 1947. o

The PLO has‘cleatly‘demonstrated its commitment to peace-aed moderation. It
has recognized the right of Iérael to exist, in accordance with Ge@era; assembly
- resolution 181 (II) of 1947, and demonsttated its steadfast readiness to-engege in
dialogue and negotiation.-‘The PLO, the'legitimate'representative of the
Palestinian people, has opened the way te a peaceful solut;on othhe conflict.
Israel must face this historic chailenge and look at the new reality.
Confrontation must be replaced by trust and good w111; That is our hope.

The trend towards improvement in the international political climétevthat has
‘been reflected in prospects for'resqlving many regional cbnflicts does not'apbeat
to have reached the Middle East or the occupied Palestinian territories, which
continue to be a land of death ane destruction, despite theltishes of the

overwhelming majorityref the internatipnal community.
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Several initiatives reflecting the feelings of the majority of the nembers of
the internatidnal‘conmunity have emerged within the United Nations to achieve a
peaceful settiement of ‘the conflict; Unfortunately, Israel's response has been.
arrogance, further aggression and scorn: for thcse initiatives - and in itS'attitude
it has enjeyed the support of some ponerful countries wnich could, if they wished,
blay a~positive and important role in the settlement of the conﬁlict. Thei: good
faithlremains to be seen. | | |

" Our delegation would also like to refet to the appeal made by the Cha1rman of
the Palestine leeratlon Organlzatlon, Mr. Yasser Arafat at the meetlngs of thls
session of the General Assembly, held in Geneva, on the convening cf an
internatipnal peace conference on the Midcle Eaet. Nicaragna resolutely suppctts
that appeal and, in accordance with the terms of‘GeneralvAssembly resolution
43/176, requests the security Council to consider the measures needed to convene
that conference, including the establishment of a preparatcry committee.

Finall&; and in conclusion, my delegaticn would like to exprees‘its full
recognition of the ?alestine Liberation Organization as the sole, legitimate
representative of “the pe0p1e of Palestine. ﬁe appeal to Israel te accept the offet.
of peace and begin realistic. negotiatxons, whlch will undoubtedly enjoy the support
of this Council and all the other members of the international community and will
open a new era of peace and prosperity for the Mlddle East. : |

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representat1ve of Nicaragua for hls kind

words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of the United Arab Emirates. I invite

him to take a place at the Council table and to‘make his statement.
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Mr. AL-SHAALI (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): My

delegation 15 pleased to see yod, Sir, presiding over the p:oceedings of the
Security Council. We hope that with your skills ahd'p:udence the Councillwillybe
able to achieve £he,desired goals.> We also wish to‘pay a gribute to your
predecessor, Ambaséador-Ismail Razali, the Permanent Representative of Malaysia,
for his constructive contribution as President of the Security Council last month;'A

There are certain historic moments in the life of nations when'déath éffe:s '
the only hope £or 1ife.' This, indeed, is the significance of the Palestinian
national uprising that has been taki.ng éléce for the paét 14 months under the most
severe cqndition§ of suppression and torture. The Palestinian intifadah has a
multitude of deeply significant elements. First,‘it is an expression of the
rejeéfion of injuétice that has been inflictea, and continues‘to be inflictéd, on
the Paleséinian people by Israel and its éupporters. Secondly,‘the uprising
reaffirms thé fact that the Palestinian people asﬁires to life in freedom. More
important still, the uprising is a cry that shakes the conscience of modgrn man.
It represents a challenge to the civilized community of»nations, especially since
we now see that thé care §f whales takes precedence 6ver human,viétims who are
slaughtered every day a§ a result of-:acial’discriminatién‘prac;ised in broad
daylight before the whole world.

The Israeli ptadtices are not new tb this Council or to other forums ofAtﬁe
United Nations. They are not new to all those who have beeﬁ associated with the
Middle East region or are fémilia;'with its affairs. Thus, there is no lack of
information about those Israeli practices or about whether they are contrary ﬁo.

international norms and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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The question is whethef there is anyone, especially among those important and
greaﬁ éowers, who can muster the courage ﬁo tell Israel enough is enough.

Previous speakers have dealt with various aspects of the ptoblem, iﬁ
Particular in terms of exposing Israeli practiceé against defenceless Palestinians,»
and I do not intend at this time to delve into that subjegt.v More relevant now is
Qhat the Security Council can do after a long period that has witnessed é grave.
deterioration in the situation in the occupied territories and after the 10 months
that have elapsed since the Security Council last még to discuss the issue, when
the Council has come to realize that Israel continues to fail to comply with its
resolutions, which are binding on Israel under the Charter. '

Will'the Council today add yet another resolution ﬁo thé series of deéiéions
it‘has.adopted that remain unimplemented?. Or wili it see another draft resolution
scuttled through use of the right éf veto by ohe orbmore‘of its permanent membefs?

At this juncture I would ask how long this people's causé and.suffering will
remain subject to the policies and intétests of this or that great Power.

The Palestinian intifidah came about in fesponse to an issue as old as the
question of Palestine itself.. It is dut hope, especially now, that the Council
will fulfil i#svresponsibilitiéé not only in terms of adopting an appropriate
resolution but also.in terms of ensutingsits implementation, which is ul;imately

the more important task.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United Arab Emirates

for his kind-words‘addreséed to me.

Mr. KIRSCH (Canada): Mr. President, allow me to bégin ny ‘remarks by
expressing the gppréciation.and admiration of my delegation for the excellent
manner in thcb you héve exerﬁised your stewafdship of the Security cOuncil since

the beginning of the month of February. For Canada it is a source of particular
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satisfaction to have seen your efforts culminate yesterday with‘the unaniméus
adoption of resolution 632 (1989) formally launching the process that is fo lead to
the independence of Namibia; |

Iet me also pay tribute to your predecessor as President, the Permanent
Representative of Malaysia, Mr. Ismail Razali; who so ably and successfully oversaw
our delibefations during the month of January. |

Canada is speaking in this aebate on the situation in the occupied territories
to express both our deep concern about violations of human rights and our fervent
hope that our deliberations in this forum may contribute to meaningful érogress
towards the overall resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

This requires restraint on all sides and a recoénition-of the context within
which tﬁeée violations of human rights occur. Insecurity perméates the
Arab-Israeli conflict. There is constant‘fear of injury or death. Th{s‘erodes
confidence on all sides and makes conciliation difficult. It creatés avclimaté
that nurturés rather than relieves the difficulties. These circumstances do not
excuse violations of human’rights, but they reveal the fundamental prbblem that
must be resolved.

My Government has repeatedly stated that it is a determined supporter of'
Israel's right to security and recognition. These rights are not in question in -
this debate. indeed, it is the shared values upon which Canada's historic bond of
friendship with the State of Isiael,is established that compel my Government to
express its deep‘concetn over continued violations of the human rights of the
Palestinian people in the occupieé territories. These violations have been soberly
and palnfully documented over the past year in reports of the Secretary-General,

the International Committee of the Red Cross and the United Natlons Relief and

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees‘in the Near East. These violations have defied
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and continue to defy decisions of the General Assembly and theVSecurity Council to';
which my country has'subscribed, in particular Security Council resolutions
605 (1987),‘607 (1988)  and 608 (1988).

For Canada and Canadians, a deep-seated belief inyﬁhe inherenf dignity of
every ﬁuman being animates our approach to the situation in the territories
6ccupied by israel since 1967. Our approach is also governed by our wish to see
the principles of international law to'which we éubscribe upheld by all parties.

For its part Canada, as one of the contracting parties to the Fourth Geneva
Convention Relative to the Proﬁecéion of Civilian Persons in Time of War , has
repeatedly stressed to Isréel, which is alsp a party, the‘need for it.to apply all
the prdvisions of the Convention in the territories it has éccupied since 1967.
Canada éalls:upon Israel today, once again, to do so and tbus reinforce one of the
fundamental instruments of interﬁational humanitarian law. |

Canada has viewed with great concern the recent introduction ofvcertain_
measures by the Israeli authorities, in particular the intréduction of
plastic-coated metal bullets, which have:caused a dramatic increase in the number
of deaths and serioué injuries and which beat little relation to the degree of
force required to help maintain orderg Nor do we accept the unlawful deportation
by Israeli authori ties of Palestinians from the occupied territories. We have so
advised the Government of Israel on a number of occasions.

' We were pleased to ﬁotefthe recent release from detention of
Faisal al Hﬁsseini, among others, and we hope that this and similar steps can
contribute to a climate that encourages such dialogue. Such a‘dialogue is critical
’if the miligary occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is to be btought to

an end and if peace in that troubled region of the world is ever to be realized.
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- In conclusion méy I express the hope that this‘debate will help lead to a’
climate in which the prospects forvpeace in the region are enhanced and iﬁ which a
dialogue between all the parties concerhed can begin. The achievement of a just
and comprehensive peace in the Arab-1Israeli diséute'would be a legacy foi the

future in which we would all be justly proud, not least the inhabitants of the

region.
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The PRESIDENTQ‘ I thank the representative of Canada for his kind words
addressed to me;‘ e |
Mr. BLANC (France) (istetpretation from French): As this is the first
time I have spoken at an official ﬁeeting of the_Coﬁncil this ﬁonth, sir, 1 shduld
likg to reiterate my céngratulations to you on Nepal's accessionlto the étesidency;
your presidency has been both active and fruitful. |
I should like to take this §pportunity to cénvey to Mr. Ismaii Razali dur
gratitude for his presiding over us during the month of January. |
The French Government has with deep concern observed the detetioration in the
situation in the occupied territories in the West Bank and Caza. Thé.stepped-up
reprgssion has in recent weeks been reflected in an increase ih the number of dead -
and wounded, including adolescents and ydung children. This'developmentvwartants"
the concern of thé international community, which we are today expressing and which

is indicated in the draft résolution before us.

.For more than a year, the uprising of young Palestinians has Seen under way, .
involving 1ntreasing loss of human life and new césualties evéry day. . Our Councii
cannot remain unmoved by these trégic events, which bear Qithess to a people's
desire to affirm'its national ‘identity, to put an end té tﬁe occupation and to
assume responsibility for its own future.

- France has constantly dendunced the violence, which can only increase the_‘.
déspair and resehtment felt by popﬁlatiohs who, after all, neéd to be able to live
together. Fraﬁce has frequently had occaéién to apprdach theﬁIsraeli authérities
and various todies in an effort to wih final recognitionvfot law and justice. We
advocate dialogue and negotiation. Once again, toéay the‘French Government appeals
to Israel to ensure and érovide protection and safety for the population of the
océupiéd térritories in accordance with the obligationsfinternational 1aw places

upén an occupying Power.
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Each of us in Ehe ceuncil is persuaded that the.present state of affairs,
which is daily grewing more lethal, is norlonger acceptable. Recently a glimmer of
hope for peace has appeared. It should be grasped. ' Israel is entitled to live
within secure end recognized boundaries. The Palestinian people;is entiﬁled to
possessba cquntry, a lpnd; and in that land to organize itself according to the
structures it chooses. France believes that the infernational community hae a part
to play and that it is in the best position to promote,the establishment of
dlalogue among the parties dltectly concerned. That is why the f:eneh Government
'believes it is urgent that preparations be made for. the holding of an intetnational
confenence, withvthe»pa:txcipation.of-all parties concerned as well as the
permanent members of the‘SeCUtity Council. The time has come for the members of :
the intennationalrcommnnity, and specifically our Council, to come out in.faQOur of
peace in the Near East, a peace that will for each;and every one of‘us be the best
possible guarantee of survival and security.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of France for his kind words

addressed to me.

I shall now make a statement in my eapacity as the representative'of Nepal.

I should like to begin by paying my t;ibute to Ambassador Ismail Razali of
Malaysia for the skill and efficiency with which he guided the work of the Council
last month. I feel very nuch benefited by his advice and example.

The uprising of the Palestinlan people in the territories occupled by Israel
' since 1967 has/placed the question of Palestine in 1ts.propet perspective before
the international community. The.uprising is now in its fourteenth month and does’

not show any sign of nelenting. Faced with this spontaneousidefiance, Israel, the
. occupying Power, has resorted to'harsh and repressive measures. - The systematic

destruction of 1life and property, serious physical injuries, widespread detentions:‘
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econoﬁic coercion and unrestrained use of force cannot be rationalized in terms of
the need to mainﬁainulaw'and order.

Nepal has :epeatedly ufgéd the Israeli authorities‘that their way of dealing
with the uprising is éonsistent:neiﬁher with 1aW'no; with justice. Israel, as the
occupying Powef, has gome fundémental obligafions under ihtefnational law and must
abide by these responsibilitiés without tese;vation.

First and foremost, Israel must respec£ theiprovisions of the 1949 Fourth
Geneva Convention‘Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.
The applicability of the pr§visions of tﬁe Convention to the occupied territorieé
ha# been emphasized by the Security Council more than once,‘and Israel's défiaﬁéé
of the'Council's decisions is unjustifiable. | |

Application of the provisions of thg Convention would hélp to bring an end to
the cycle of violence in the occupied territories. However, shott-tetm measures to
enhance the safety and security of’the Palestinian inhabitants cannot be
~éubs£itutés fqr_a political solution of the problem. The iSsué underlying the
unrest has to be faced fair and square. . | | » |

It is clear beyond any trace of doubt that the Palestinian‘people is
irrévocably opposed to an exiétence under the continued Israeli oécdpatioh; The
~intifadah is the struggle of a people fbr’self-determinatioﬁ; it is a struéqle for
" a sepatafe national identify; No emergency measure can chéngelﬁﬁis truﬁh. .By the
same.token, nohiqitiative that ignores therlégitiﬁate'aspitations,of the ‘
Palestinian people can ever hope to suéceed.-fwe are thetefore deep}y‘;toubled by
the continued refusal of Israel to take cbgniéance of this intetnational’
consensus.r That negaéive attitudé will only setve~t§ fuel the violence, prolong it
'and, in éum, exacerbate human‘ﬁisety. Thé longer the ttagedyris allowed to fester:

the greater will be the sufferings - both for the Palestinians and the Israelis. -

YA
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The Security Cduncil has on several occasions in fhe past proposed concrete .
measures for the political settlement of the problem. Nepal supports those .
proposais as they are consistent with oﬁr perception of a comprehensive and lasting
peace in the Midd;e Eést. We are firmly of the opinion that comprehensive and
1asting peacé in the region must be based on three fundamental ing:ediehts:
withdrawal of Israel from territories occupied since 1967, recognitién of the
rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to a State of their own, and
recognition of the right of every State in the region, ipcludiﬁg Israel, to live in

peace within secute‘boundaries free from threéts or acts of force.

There have been some positivekdeyeloﬁnents towards peace in recent times. Of
particular significarice is the peace initiativé put fbrward by
Chairmaﬁ Yasser Arafat of the Palestine Liberation Organigation (PLO). We alsov
attach‘much impprténée to the decision of the United States Administratibn to_open
direct dialogue with the PLO.

Nepal fulljishares aﬁd supports the views expressed around thié table‘that an
international conference uhder the auspices of the United Nations involving all

Aparties to the conflict, including the Pélestine Liberation Orgénization, would be
helpful at this stage to begin the process, within the framework of Security
Council reéolutiohs‘242 (1967) and 338 (1973), for a just and lasting peace in the
reéion. "It is obvious that the status-qub cannot continue;' Nepal stands ready to
extend all possible co-bpera;ioh to the Secretary-General in his.contihuing effort
to facilitate the convening of the Intefnational Confe:encg. Wé‘earnestly hopé
thatvthe SecurityACouncil will tage urgent steps to bteakvthe’dead;ock and start

the process of peace in the Middle East.

I now resume my function as President of the Security Council.
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It is m? understanding thét the Council is‘ready to_pfdceeé;fo the vote on,tﬁe
draft resolution befdre it. If I hear né objection,fr shall také it that that is
" the case. | |

Theré being no objection, it is so degided.‘

: ﬁefore putting the draft resolution td the vote, I call on the representative
of the ﬁnited States, who wishes to make a statement béfore the voting.

Mr. ‘OKUN (Uhited States of America): Mr. President, allﬁw'me at the
outset to express the satisfactionfof ﬁy delegation at seeing you pteside'qve;'out
mgetings. Ybuf_well-known acumen and diplomatic skill precgded you to the Chair,»
and you have indeed deﬁonstrated that skill, acumen and wisdom in guiéiné our |
delibefatidns thus far.

.I shbuld'alsoAlikeito'take this opportunity to expreés our apprecidtion to
Ambassador Ismail Razali 6f Malaysia for his considerable efforts on behalf ¢f the
Couhcil.during the month of Januéry,

| ﬁy Government believes it incumbent to vote against the draft tesolutionA
before‘us.:

In consideting this draft résolution the basic.quéstion Security Council
members should ask thémselves is this: would its adoption advance the prospects
for peace in the region? WOuld>1t cbntributé td‘effortsfto cteate'confidence'and
understanding among the concerned parties and bring them together in direct
negotiatibns leading to a setilement, or would it serve only to.drive thebparties
further apart?

As’allrmembers of the Councillare'awaré, the United Statés remains seriously
‘concerned éyer eventS‘in‘the‘occﬁpied territotiés.' We remain actively engaged in
diplomatié efforts to defuse tensiqns.there and to redhce the disturbing level of
’violénce. We continue to urde restraint on all sides and have denounced acts of

violence from whatever quarter.
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Our concerns regarding the human-rights situation in the occupied territories
areiwell known. As‘the United States has repeatedly stated, it is our position
that the Fourth Geneva Convention applies to the occupied territories and that
Israel has an obligation to comply with it. Wevhave made ciear to the Government‘
of Israel our ~opposition to certain Israeli practices, for example, expulsion of
Palestlnian residents, collective pun1shment and the use of live fire in
non-1life~threatening situations.

.However, as the United States has consistently pointed out, Israelivpracticee
in the territories.cannot be viewed in a vacuum, ‘As the occupying Powei, Israel
has a responsibility ;ecognized under international law to maintain order and
vsecurity in the territories. That considerable task has been‘made even more
difficult over the past year as the Palestinian uprising or intifadah has
heightened tensions and increased confrontations. Acts of violence perpetrated by
"Palestinians against Israeli soldiers and civilians are commonplece, Israelis in
the aree have been subject to constant provocations, in some casee involving
life-threatening situations.

The draft resolution before the Councilyls flawed. In severely criticizing
_Israelx policies and practices it does not take into sufficient account the context
in which they occur or the excesses of the other-side. Palestinian acts of
violence, no more than those committed by Israelis, cennot be condoned. Only by
reducing.bloodshed can an atmosphereAconducive to accommodation and negotiations be
achieved. |

The statueleuo in the tetritoeies is clearly unecceptable. The situation is
inherently unstaole and mcst be addressed. The question is how best to address the
rProblem.‘ A corner-~stone of Ameticeo'policy in the Middle East over the years has
been our firm conviction that the situation in the occupied territories can only be

resolved in the context of an overall negotiated settlement of the Arab-Israeli
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dispute grounded on Securlty Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). such a
settlement has to take into account both the security of the State of Israel and
the legitimate rights of the Palestin1an people.

Further resolutions of the kind before us now are not the‘ansner. During‘our
consultations my delegation made clear the position of the United States on this
matter and offered suggestions to achieve needed balance. The compiex, emotionally
charged issues involvedbcannot be resolved in New York by third partiee, but only
in the region by the parties themselves. If the Security Council is to play a
" positive role in this process it willlnot be through the adoption of unbaianced
resolutions criticizing the actions of one side'to the dispute.

Instead, this oody should lend its prestige and’autho;ity to urge
reconciliation and mutual understending while denouncing violence by all sides'asr'
unacceptable. This is the way to make a true contribution to peace. My‘delegetion

calls on members to meet this challenge.

The'PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United States for his
‘kind words addressed to me.

I put to the vote the draft resolution contained in document S/20463.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favour: Algeria, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Malaysia, Nepal, Senegal, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

Yugoslavia

Againsts: United States of America
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The PRES IDENT: The result of the voting is as follows: 14 in favour;
ohe against and no abstentions. The draft'resolution has not been adopted, owing.
to the negative vote of a permanent member of the Security Council.

I call upon the representative of the United Kingdom, who has asked to make a

statement following the voting.
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Sir Crispin TIXELL (United Kingdom): The draft resolution which the

Council has just been considering makes use of certain language to describe
territories occupied by Israel since 1967. I take this opportunity to say that our
vote for the draft resolution did not imply any change in our view of the status of

those territories.

The PRESIDENT: The representative of Palestine has asked to make a

statement, and I call upon him,

Mr. AL-RIDWA (Palestine) (intérpretatioh from Arabic): I must thank all

representatives and delegations that participated in the Council's delibérations
‘and expressed clear poéitions with respect to the practices of the occupying Power
and in support of our people in the occupied territories, who have themselves made
every attempt to achieve peace in the Middle East.  We appreciate those positions
and thank those who enunciated them. We consider these positions to be useful ones.

We wish also to thank the ﬁon-aligned members of the Council for their
préiseworthy efforts to enable the Council to take the nécessary measures
: congerning_the‘situation in the occupied territoties} and for having submitted the
drafﬁ resolution iﬁ documenf $/20463. Moreover, we fhank all the members that
voted in‘favou: of the draft resolution, and we are grateful fo: the efforts they
made to reach the unanimity that would have been necessary for the adoption of the
text. o

in co-ope:ation with many mémbers of the Seéurity Council, we made’great
efforts to reach,fdrmulations in the draft resolution that would have been
acceptable to all, that would have helped enable the Council to shouldet its
responsibility and save the lives of our Palestinian‘people in the occupied
territories, and that would have facilitated the Council's taking steps in an

effort to reach a permanent and just politicai settlement in the Middle East.
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We therefore participated in the Council's éélibetationsvwith thé gieatest
possiblé'sense ofyreséonsibility and iﬁ a positive spirit. ‘But our position and
the clear positibns of Member States did ndt prevent the regréttable decisibn by‘.
thg aeiegation of the United States of America to break with unanimity and use its
’ right of veto agaiﬁst the dtaét‘resolution, which méde it impbssible for thé
Council to address-the grave situation in the occupied Arab territories and to
shqulder its important responsibilities.

We regret that we heard no objections;‘rematks ot proposals oﬁ the‘dtaft
resolution frdm the United States delegation until a few minutes ago. What we
heard then reflected what we view as an unbalanced position.

Wé’cannot understand the position taken today by the. United States of America
in the light of such facts as its declared pésition with respect to the situation
in thé 6CCupied‘territoties and the report prepared by its Department of State on
‘human rights violations in the occupied territories. Wé sincerely Hope that the
position taken in the Council will not.lead to a further deteriération of tbe grave
situation in the Arab territories dccupied since ;967, including Jerusalem, and.
that it will not encourage the occupying Power to adopt furfhet repteésivé measures
against our people 1ﬁ the‘tettitories and to defy the §:incip1es of intetnatiohal
law, in particular the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and numerouéISecurity
Council resolutions, | | |

Our‘tespect for £he Council and our confidence in it remain high. We hope the
Counqil will bé able to address the situvation in a more éffective way in the future.

We reitefate our gratitude to the members ﬁhat voted in févour 6f the draft
resoldtion. We do hot want to missvthis opportunity, sir.-to thank you personally
- for your.wise and effective efforts as President of the Council’dﬁring its

consideration of the situation in the occupied territofies-



MS/13 " S/PV. 2850
38

‘The PRES IDENT: There are no further speakers for this meeting. The

Securiiy'Council has thus concluded the present stage of its consideration of the

item on its agenda.

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.nm.



