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The meeting was called to’order at 3.40 p.m.
oLt

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (" - . i i~

The agenda was adopted.- . .

THE STTUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

_ LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF TUNISIA TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED T0 THE RESIDENT OF THE SECURITY QOUNCIL (S/20454)

IETTER DATED 9 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CQWIITTEE ON THE
EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALEST]NIAN PEOPLE ADDRESSED TO THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY 'COUNCIL (S/20455)

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decisions taken at the previous

meetings on this - item, I invite the representatives of Bahtain,‘Democtatic Yemen,
BEgypt, Israel, Jordan, Ruwait, Lebanon, Pakistan, Qatar, the Sudan,_the Syrxan Arab
Republic, Tunls:.a, Yemen and Zimbabwe to take the places reserved. for them at the
side of the Council Chamber. I invite the‘representat1ve of Palestxne to take a
place at the Council table.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Al—Shakar (Bahrain), Mr. Al-Alfi

(Democratic Yemen), Mr. Badawi (Egypt), Mr. Bein (Israel), Mr. Salah (Jordan),

Mr. Abulhasan (Ruwait), Mr. Fakhoury (Lebanon), Mr. Shah Nawaz‘(Pakxstan),

Mr, Al-Nasser (Qatar), Mr.ﬂAdem'(Sudan), Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Republic),

Mr. Ghezal (Tunisia), Mr. Sallam (Yemen) and Mr. Mudenge (z:.mbabwe) took the places

reserved for them at the side of the Coun01l Chamber; Mr. A1~Kldwa (Palestlne) ‘took

a place at the Council table,

The PRESIDENT: I.should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters‘ftomrthe representatives of Afghanistan;‘Bapgladesh,‘C2echoslovakia, the.
German Democratic Republic, Indonesia, \:he Islamic ‘Republic of ‘Iran, Japan, the -
Libyan Arab Jamabiriye, Nicaragua, Turkey ahd the Ukrainian Soviet SOcialist
Republic in which they request to be ipvited to participate’in the'discussion'of"

the item on the Council's agenda. In conformity with the usual practice, I
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propose, with theAéansent of the Council, tp invite those repreSentatives to
participate in the discussion, without the right to vote; in accordance with the
relevant provisions 6£ the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules
of procedure.

There being.no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Dost (Afghanistan), Mr. Mohiuddin

(Bangladesh), Mr. Zapotocky (Czechoslovakia), Mr. Zachmann (German Democratic

Republic), Mr. Tarmidzi (Indonesia), Mr. Mahallati (Islamic Republic of Iran),

Mr. RKagami (Japan), Mr. Treiki (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), Mr. Serrano-Caldera -

(Nicaragua), Mr. Aksin (Turkey) and Mr. Oudovenko (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

- Republic) took the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

a letter dated 13 February 1989 from Ehe Chargé d'affaires ad interim of the
Permanent Mission of Senegal to the Qnited Nations, which reads as follows:
’”I.have the honour to request that the Security Council, in accordance
with rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure, extend an invitation‘to
His ExcellencyAgmbassador A, Engin Ansay, Petmanent Observer of the
fppganization of the Islamic Conference to the United Nétions, in the course of
f?he Council's Qiscussion of the item entitled 'The situation in thevoccupied

Arab territories'”,

That letter will be circulated as a document of the Security Coﬁncil under the
symbol‘s/20462. If I hear no.objectibn I shail take it that the Security Council
agrees to e#tend an invitationrtovHis Excellency Mr. A. Engin Ansay under ruie 39
of its provisional rules of procedure. |

There being no objection, it is so decided.
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The Sedurity Council will now resume its consideration of thé item/on its
agenda.
The first speaker is the representative of the Sudan. ‘I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.
Mr. ADAM (Sudaﬁ) (interpretation from Arabic): I wiéh first of all to

congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Codncil for this
month. We are confident of your ability and impartiality.

I wish to convey to the Permangnt Representative 6f Malaysia my delegation's
highest appreciation of the seriousness with which he presided over the work of the
Councii'in'January. |

We hope'thét the Council's present consideration of the sitﬁation in the
Palestinian,tetiitories occupied by Israel will go beyond paying lip—Setvice. More
than a year has gone by since the adoption of resolution 609 (1988)7on
14 Januaryk1988. The situation in the occupied Palestinian territories has been
ﬁarked by an ongoing massive popular uprising, which ﬁas no& lasted 14 months. The
éituation deteriorates daily because of the practices of Isfael, the occupying
authority. Those practices have exceeded gli moral ana humanitarian limits,

Since 1967, the Security Council aﬂd the international community in general
have responded to this situation, whose nature is obvious.‘ Irrespective pf the
pretexts put forward by Israel and its allies, that situation is one of military
occupation-tha@ihas peréisted to this‘day, extending throughout the Palestinian
térritories and the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including Jerusalem. That must
be the point of departure for any critical analysis of the situation in that region.

Secondly, we cannot ignore the fact that the Palestinian people opposes the

occupation and is resisting it, as is its sacred legitimate right, a right that has
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been exercised by all peoples throughout history. Hence it is unjust to recognize
that right for some peoples, including it in the heroic pages éf their history, .
while denying it to others.

Israei accuses the Palestinian people - wbich it has expelled‘and which is
dispersed through the world, and whose territories it is occupying - of subversion,
violence énd subversive rioting. It calls upoﬂ the entire world to condemn that
people. This is reverse logic which means either that Israeli leaders ﬁave decided
to disregard the facts or that they do not see the facts as they exist.

In either case we confront an ébnormal»situation.where one party is determined
- to pursue a lengthy conflict threatening peace and securi;y in the Middle East and
throughout the world. We state here with firm conviction that the Palestinian
people in the ocgupied territories is e#ercising its legitiate right to dignity énd
respect and must be saluted for its actions.‘

The situation in the occupied Palestinian territo;ies continues to deteriorate
daily - and, it seems to me, for the following reasons. First, the Israeli .
military occupation is becoming institutionalized, and this lies at the very root

of the problem.
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Secondly, the occupafibn authorities refuse to respect the Fourth Geneva
Convention. Even worse, they do not recognize that Convention and daily carry out
unimaginable repressive actions in full view.of the entire world..

Thirdly, the occupying authorities do:hot respect the relevant Security
Council resolutions, in particular resolﬁtions)605 (1987), 607 (1988) and
608 (1988). '

Finally, we wish to stress also that the Security Council will not be able to
ensure impiementation of its resolutions in order £u11§ to'protéct the Palestinian
people from the oppression of the Israeli occupation forces. We deeply regret
that, for the toll taken by that attitude on the part of the Israeli occupation
‘forces has so far been about 500 martyred, 50,000 wounded and 30,000 detained..

We shall hdt refer to other inhuman préctices that demonstrate sadism and an
increasing ptopensity for‘tépression. Other speakers have already done thatQ<,But
I would emnphasize the defeaﬁist attitqde‘taken'by the Israeli OCCupétion soldiers
when faced by this peaceful uprising of children armed with stones. Some are
‘convinced that this uprising can be broken only with bullets and by breaking
bonés. Others, full of despair, are receiving psychiatric care. But the Israeli
,authoriﬁies continue to say that the occupation sqldiers are under strict orderé
"aﬁd that they dé”not éxceed the limits, opening fire only in exceptional cases.
These 'exceptiénal cases", however, ptobably mean ‘the the actions which soldiers
take every day: murder, detention and other practices wbich'demonsgtate blind
sadism.

'Everyone is aware of the political ‘evolution of the situatiohvin the Middle
Bast since the meeting of the Palestine Nétional Council in Algiers in November
last year. _During that.méeﬁing, the Palestine National Council proclaimed the
birth of the State of Palestine, in conformity with General Assembly resolution

181 (IIT). The leaders of the Palestinian people have clearly stated their
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acceptance of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). Also, they
have very clearly reaffirmed the necessity of convening an international peace
coﬁference on the Middle East under'the‘auséices of the United Nations and with the
parﬁicipation of all the parties concerned in the conflict, at the regionai and .
international levels. Since then, more than 90 States have recognized the State of
Palestine. For its part, the United States has initiated a political dialogue with
the Palestine Liberation Organization, which demonstrates the realism being shqwn
by the United,States.. That must be emphasized.

-But what are the consequences for Israel of all the events that have taken
place recently? ‘How does Israel vieﬁ the situation in relation to the search for a
just and‘lasting peace? 1Israel refuses'all tﬁe realistié and serious initiatives

vtaken by.the.Palestinians. It maintainsvits occupation of Palestinian and Ara5
territories, ana'has no fixed geographical'poiitical boundaries. As Israel sees

it, the refusal of the Palestinians to accept occupation is a form of subversion

that it must combat by military oppression and sﬁamp out.

But, in the final analysis, what legitimate rights does Israel intend‘to grant
the Palestinian peopie? Does it intend to-negotiéte_with representatives not
‘acceptable to the Palestinian péople in order to establish a puppet government in
the occupied territories? Such an attitude - which is myopic‘and arrogant - cannot
lead to a just and lasting’peace in the Middle East. Indeed, these kinds of
proposals have been-made in the:past,and have been still-born.

It is high time that the Security Council took every possible measure to
enable the United Nations to exercise its direct responsibility in order fully to

| protect the Palestinian citizens in the occupied territories who are confronted by

the Israeli occupation authorities, so that they can exercise their right to

.
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establish an independent State in full freedom and tranquillity. 1Israel's security
and well being cannot be ensured at the expense of the Palestinian people and their

rights,

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representativé okaudan for the kind words he

addressed to me. |
The next speaker. is Mr; A, Engih Ansay, the Permanent Observer of the

Organization of the Islamic Conference to the United Nations, to whom the Security
Council has extended an invitation under rule 39 of it§ proviéional rules of
proced@re. I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement.

Mr. ANSAY: On behalf of the Secrétary-General of thg Orgadization of the
Islamic Conference and on my‘own behalf, I am indeed happy to congraéulate you,
Sir, on your assumption of the éresidéncy of the Security Council for the month of
bFebruary. We have full confidence in your ability succeséfully to guide the
deliberations of the Councilﬁby viftue of your vast experience, youf competence and
your wisdom. Allow me also to express our gratitude and appreciation to
Ambassador Razali, the Permanent Repreéentative of Malaysia, for the exemplary
manner in which he presided over the Council last month, which was a particularly
eventful one. |

Today is, I believe, the four hundred and Ehirty-thita day ofithe glorious

inti fadah of the valiant Palés;inian people. This is a nation thch - in addition
. to having 500 of its sons martyred in oné year and 5cores of thousands wounded,
beaten, imprisoned and tof;ured ét the hand; of the authori;ies of the occupying
Power as well as houses bléwn up - has beeﬁ subjected throughout the past 22 yeats
to various forms of'politicél and economi¢ oppression and persecution, culminating

in the blatant violatioh of their most basic human rights.
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Small wonder that even the United States State Department in its latest report
points out the fact - though rather belatedly - that Israel's response to the
Palestinian'uptising "led to a substantial increase in.human rights violations" in
- the West Bank and the Gaza Sttip. Small wonder also that it was reported by The‘

New York Times last Sunday that Senator Patrick Leahy, referrlng to Israel s

"serious human rights violations”, had said last week:’
.”They build up enormous resentment in the United States, and in the
future it will.hurt them",
Is it not about time - we should like to ask ‘the Israeli authorities - that
they fully realized that the intifadah cannot be stopped ‘either by force or by :

-ignoring the only legitimate represehtatives of the Palestinian people?
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If a national poll publlshed last Priday in the Israe11 daily newspaper Yedlot
Achronot shows that the majority of the Israe11 populat1on - 54 per cent, to be
exact, according to that paper - Clearly £avours d;rect negot1at1ons yith the
Palestine Liberation Organizationj if many permapent Jewish leaders and séholars
throughout the world have also come to believe that a Palestinian State, iike a
Jewish State, is a higﬁorical necessity; if behind all of Israel's problems, that
is, economic, social and political, lies the intifadah and the state of:war that
exists between Israel and most of its neighbours; ifudpring Mr. Shamir's visit to
troops in the West Benk city of Nablus last month, an}Israeii soldier could aédress
his Prime Minister in the following manner:

"Mr. Prime Minister, to achieve order in the casbah I have to act brutally:

towards peopie free of crime. I feel humiliated by this»behaviour, the

sifuation has become a catastrophe. It is breaking us and.strengthening the

Arabs";
if that country's: p011t1ca1 leadership today is not up to that soldier's level of
candour and honour in facing reality; if the former and current Admlnistrations of.
the United States accept the legitimacy of the Palestine Liberation Organization
and engage in an official serious dialogue wiﬁh thems; if'our Secretary-General, in
his report of 28 ﬁovember 1988 on tﬁe situation in the Middle East, in giving an
account of the deliberations of the Algiers session of the Palestine National
Council, states: . | |

V'The recent sessien of the Palestine Natiqnal Council has ge;ereted a neﬁ

momentum in the diplomatic process and I believe it offers fresh opportunities

for progress towards peace which should be seized"; (S/20294,7pate; 37)
and if the great majority of the:Members of‘the United Na:ions, specifically -

94 States, have to date recognized the new Palestinian State - then‘we_fi:mly

/
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belie&e that it is ﬁigh time for this body to do something commensurate with the
ideals to whiéh it aspires and that live up to its responsibilities by adopting v”"m
measures consistent gith the explosive situation in the occupied Palestinian and
Arab territories with a view to‘ending-the abominéble‘fepreséion,Cartied‘dn by the -
Zionist occupatiép forces,:so as to protect the Palestinian.men; women -and children
in the occupied territories and to expedite the conVening of the international
peace conference on the Middle East. »

There can be no question that the United Nations is duty bound to ensure the
realization of the legitimate aspirations and‘inalienable rights of the Palestinian -
people. Tt is also incumbent upon the Security COunéil to implement the decisions
aﬁd recommendations of the General Assembly on the Palestinian question that have
been addpted yYear after year by an ever-increasing majority, ﬁartiéulafly’thosé"
‘calling for the international péace conference on £heiMiddle ﬁast.

For the past 15 months the Palestinian people have waéed a heroic struggle
~against injustice, oppression and occupation, in order to régaiﬁ its inalienable
rights to-self-defermination,‘to return to its homeland and to establish an
independent‘and $oveteign state in‘éalestine, with Al-Quds Al—Sharif ag its 
capitéi. Eut the international community has not yet beén able to redress, ofieven
fully ﬁo_realize, the injustices suffered‘by the Pélestinién'peéple; fherefoté,‘
the Palestinian people, through the intifadah, sﬁoﬁed once again its determination
to resist Israel's brutal policies of violent oppression, occupation, depbttation,
Judaization of Paléstine, desecration'of the holy places of Muslims, establishment
éf illegal settlements gpd the adoption ofvbarbariC'measu;es to silence protest by

Palestinians, killing huhdtéds of:defenceless and innocent men, women and children.

»
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The intifadah springs from a people which has lost patience, a people driven
by two decades of hum111ation and oppress1on, a people which at last is raising its
head, rejecting occupation and foreign domination. . That rejection has now become
irreversible. The intifadah springs from1a’people'which is using the simplest yet
most effective of weapons - the stone, picked up from its own national soil.

As we all know, the Palestinian question is at the core of the Middle East
problem, and at the heart of the Palestinian quest1on lies the problem of Al—Quds
Al-Sharif, the continped aggravation of whiéh éonstitutes a'grave‘threét not only
to the stability of the region but to inteﬁnatiohal peace and gecurity as well.

For the Organization ofithe’Islamic Conference, the cause of Palestine and
Al-Quds Al-Sharif is the prime cause of the entire Muslim Ummah bécause of its
justness and because of the fact that Al-Quds Al-Sharif is the first Kiblah and the
third holiest shring of all Muslims.-

For more than four decades Igrael's poliéies‘bf expéhsionist aggression,
ruthless oppression 6f the Palestinianrpeople, provocative defiance of the\yill‘of
the international community and intransigent flouting of all norms of internétional
1aw‘have been the'Single source of unabated violence, tension and war in the Middle
East. The ultimate designs_of those policies‘are as transparent as they are
fﬁtile,:namely, the permahént usurpation of the fundaméntal rights of éhe-

Palestinians and the liquidation of the Palestinian cause. -

By occupying the,Paléstinian and Arab territories, raiding Palestinian refugee .

‘camps and institutions in neighbouring countries, stepping up construction of new

settlements and expanding those that already exist, by confiscating property and by

carrying out constant reprisals, arrests and persecution of the Palestinian

population, Israel is attempting to bring about demograhic changes and thus realize

its annexationist goals and ambitions and consolidate its control‘0ver the occupied

territories,

o
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Those policies, which are designed to underminé the Palgstinian cause and to
‘destroy the will of the Palésfinian people to struggie_against illegal occupation
and tyranny, were not able to suppress the Qill'of th§ Palestinian people, but, on
the contra:y, they fgeled ﬁhe uprising. Through intifadah a new era in the hisﬁory
of the valiant Palestinian peop1e has emerged. It has shown that it is reé@y to
confront a mighty military Power with bare hands.
| T'Intifadéh proved its effeétivénss and unmasked the true face of isréeli
authority before world public opihion. ‘Those brave martyrs glbrified the history
~of their proud nation in its strﬁgglerfor justf;e and fteédom.

The last Islamic Conference of Fof;ign Ministers, the‘seventeenth, hailed with
pride‘the heroic uprising of the Palestiniap Arab people against the heinous
Israeli oCcupatioﬁ forces in defence of their homeiand and thei: inalienable
national fights. It reaffirmed thé uﬁflinching stand of ghe‘Islamic States tp
support therﬁalestinian people in their cngoiﬁg strugglé until the total withdrawal
of Israeiifforces from all occupied.Palestinian territories,.including the Holy'

‘City of Al-Quds Al-Sharif. The Conference reaféitmed its fejectidn_of any partial
and individual solutions which would disregard the'ihaliengble‘rights ofbthe |
Palestinian people or'ignore.the_Palestinian Liberation Oréanization, their sole
legitimate répresentative. The Coﬁfefence condemned Israel's expansionist policy
and contiﬂued occupation of Arab lands and denounced its qoercive'measurgs in
violation of human rights as weil'as the impositionrdf an'econqmic stranglehbld on
the population to force them to end thei; courageous ﬁptising. The Confgrence
mandaﬁed its Secretary-General to maintain ‘contacts with ﬁhe Secretary-General of
the United Nations And other.regiohél and interhational organizatidns with a view
to implementing éecurity Council resolutions 605 (19875, 607 (1988) -and 608 (1988)
and the application of the provisions of the Fourﬁh-Geneva Convention of 1949

Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.
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Then came the fifﬁeenéh of Novgmber'1988.

That date‘Will be a datelto remember. On that‘pértiéular day, a historic
decision was to take place in Algiers at thé'concluéion of thé'nineteenth°,
extkaordinary session of the Palestine National Council (PNC) - the session Sf the
intifadah and national independence, to declare an independent Palestinian State on
Palestinian land. The adopﬁion of ihat historic declaration is éloquént'ﬁestimony
. to the wisdom, sagacity and political acumen of the Palestinian leadership. This
act of stagesmanship émply reflects the ardent desire of\the Palestinian pebplebfot
the establishment of‘a just and durable peace in tﬁe MiddlerEast.’ |

The Phlestinians ambly deﬁonstrated their sincere desire for a séttlement
within the framework of international legality when thei; representatives accepted
Security Council resolutions'242 (1967) and 338 (1973j, thét accépténce clearly
stated in the decisions adopted by the Palestihe National Council in Algiers in
November last and in the statements adopted ih Stockholm and Geneva later.

The important devélopment of the Pélestinién position and the many initiatives
undertakén by the Paiestiné Liberation OrgahiZatibn eveﬁtuail§ led to an
American—Palestinian dialogué that demands a favourable reéponse‘from the Israeli
Government and recognition by it of the need to speak with the representatives and
leaders of the Palestinian people. |

But the current Israeli position so far with regard to the problem can only
lead to the ossification of the situation and to an increase in violence, to the
detriment of dialogue and moderation. It is now cléarfthat important sectors of
the Israeli public, including séholats, members'ofrthe armed forces, and the media,v

reject such actions which have already beeh rejected by peoples and quernments of

ot
1 .

the civilized world and by the majority of regional and intérnational governmental

and rfon-governmental organizations.
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The Organization 6f the Islamic Conference calls upon the 1nternat10nal
‘community, particularly the parties dlrectly concerned, to seize this opportunxty
for promoting a just and durable peace in the Middle East by urgently convening th‘e
’international conference with Euli and equal participation of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinlan
people, and to extend its fullest support to the Palestxnlan struggle for

self-determznat1on and national liberation by recognizing the 1ndependent

- Palestinian State.
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The Palestiﬁian peoplé,fwho have endured end;ess sufferiné at the hands of
Zionist aggression, have once again demonstrated their‘passion for peace and
justice by adopting a new peace strategy. The internatiqn&l community must take
due cognizénce of this historic steé taken-by the Palestinian leadership. It is
obvious that the problem cannot be resolved without‘an intetnaﬁional political
rsettlement'ghat»will take into account éll the aspects of the question and meet the
concerns of all the parties. |

The.heroic intifadah continues undetétrea by Zionist persecution. The'Islamic
Ummah.rémains committed to the inﬁifadah and will continue to exﬁend its full
support for the early realization of an independent Palestinian State.

The Organization of the Islamic Conferéncé, on behalf of its membership of 46
‘" sovereign States, yearns for the day when the flag of Palestine will be unfurléd
over its own territory and will wave proudly here also, amidst those of the other
Members of the United Nations. When that day comes, Israél may also beAable to

savour the sweet taste of recognition and cherish the blessings of peace.

The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Ansay for his kind words addressed to me.

Mr. DJOUDI (Algeria) (interpretation from French): The Algerian
delegation takes great pleasﬁre in congratulating you, Sir, on your assumption of
the presidency of the Council.

The high esteem and consideration in which ybhr colleagues hold you, and ﬁhe
professional and personal qualities that have won yoﬁ their admitation, make us
feel entitled to be fully confident iﬁ your fulfilment of your mandate.

I also wish to pay a well-deserved tribute to Mr.vIsmail Razali, Ambassador of
Malaysia, fof the exemplary manner in which he conducted the work éf the Council

during a particularly busy month of January.
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. The continued aggravation of the situation in the occupied Palestinian
territories has once again led to the urgent convening of the Security Council.
For the ;ast 14 month, a dangerous escalation inherent in the brutal 1oqi§ of the
occupation has constantly alerted public opinion to what is(truly-a crazed attempt
at annihilation, pursued with most murderous blindness.

Since then, with the cold impartiality of those conce:qed primarily with
objectivity, the media have reported a strict accounting of the horror, which
allows us each day to learn the exact number of dead ana wounded. Thus, the steady
intensification of the fepression and its countérpart, the resistance, have made
apparent the disproportionate sophistication of the methods used by the occupiers
and the pathetic means - other than’their mani fest deﬁermination'- avaiiable to the
young falestinians.

Beyond such largely statisticalytotals, we must honetheless always return to
the symbols and the reality they express. Precisely because they are the product
of a predictable chain bf events inherent in the logic of occuéation, current
events in the occupied Palestiniaﬁ territories inevitably lead us to note three
realities,

One manifest reality is the disarray of the occupation forceé. Since tﬁey'
cannot conceive of ény alternative to repression, it is in blind éscalatioﬁ and
extensive systematic recourse»to'lethal fofce that gheyvclaim to have found a
.response to a situation whose drigiﬁ is the occupation itsglf. Through the
so-called new measures, the occupier has resumed or updated practices of sad memory
for those who have lived under oécuéation: any Palestinian manifesting his
rejection of the occupation’by the only means of expression available to him is

hence forth marked for murder.
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'thile it is‘true ;hat the ini;iators‘of those measures can themse1ves be in no
doubt aé to their céttain‘failure, it is to be expected‘that ﬁhere will be a
considerable increésé ip the number of victims as a résuit of those measures -
Particularly among the young children whose irresistable determinatidn leadsvfhém
to display theit‘unbenﬁing will go iid themselves of the occupie;.

The second reality is that the_resistance to the occupation derives renewed

» vigour and resolve from the very rage of the oppressor. As‘did peoples formerly
under occupation, the Palestinian people is today confi;ming thaﬁ reality. Through
their popular intifadah, the Palestinians in the occupiedkterrito:ies’have imparted
a new dimension to the'Palestiﬁian people's struggle for_the recbnqueét of their
full rights. ﬁqwever difficu1£ it may‘bé f?rrthem to acknowledgg it, not gven the
occupation.fo;ces would today dare doubt‘that that struggle has now entered its
final phase. |

That leads to another observation regarding‘the nature of an OCcupat;on born
of openly anneiationist éiﬁs andvthe cohsequent systematic dispdssession of‘the:

Palestinians' rights ahd property in an attempt‘to weaken their‘national identity:
it is élearly.the frantic»purshit of itsvpléns for dominion that underlies the-
Israeli refusal to :ecognize;and réspect the~Fbur£h ngengConvention.

The Israe}i.occupier was not mistaken as‘to the préfound attachment of the
Palestinians to thei; land. Resort to the‘atbitraty measure of:expulsibn and
deportation of Paleétinians implicitly recognizes that being‘to:n from his 1andbisv"
the supreme punishment that can be inflicted upon the‘Palestinian, wﬁp would p:efer
to die tbere rather than resign himself to being held by'thé 6¢§upier; Similarly,
the bulldozing of ancestral homes is an,expréssionkof a petmanént Qill'to maintain .
the Palesﬁinian people in a state of ﬁéndering and'exile. évgn,ih itg‘bwn land. .Ih

a land where the historic olive tree has been the symbol of péace since the
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eérliest times,:one is obliged to see in the éesperate uprooting of olive trees by
the occupying forces their inability to conceive of ényilanguagé of péacerther
than the language of delusion.

It must be pointed out that a venture of this sort can result only in the
strengthening of the expression of the,Palestihian people's identity; it can only
galvanize its struggle for sovereign fulfilment within the framéwork‘of the State
it has decided to give itself. |

'Fourteen months after the intifadah began and a year after the Counéil
declared itself on the situation in the occupied territo:ies by adopting
resolupions,GdS (1987), 607 (1988) and 608 (1988), events have demonstrated that
the repression could not simply be regarded as a fact 9f»1ife and‘por could tbe
' Palestinian resistahce simply sink into oblivion. It is a sign of our‘neﬁ times
that thg internatidnal’community is remarkably vigilant vis-a-vis the phenomenon of

becoming accustomed to tyranny, which used to be just one more injustice against

the Pﬁlestinian people. ‘It is already a significént victory Qf the intifadah that
it hes overcome that phenomenon, which has often been an offensé‘against the
justice of its»séruggle. _For a long time, while the disposseséion inflicted onvthe
Palestinian people continuously preoccupiedythe inte:naﬁional community, the
attitude of_certaiﬁ_S:ates bearing the grea:est‘respohsibilities was then‘séen as

the nervous manifestation of a bad consciencg'anxious above all to soothe itseif.
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But we live today in a new international climate, marked by a dynamismffor peace
that has made the quest for definitive and just soluﬁions:inevitable everywhere
where previously the deadlock and uncertaihty threatening-international security
hadvbeenvevident. | | |

| However, the Midq1e East is today clearly a regidnvwhere thts‘heWKclimate ;s
having difficulty'penétrating. But this is not the fault of the PLO, which has.'
done eve:ything«ih its power to make its contribution td this edifice of peace
which must be the work of the whole internatiqnal communi ty . By its couragequ’
decisions taken in ARlgiers on 15 November last, the Palestiniah National Council’
has convinced the most sceptibal of its determination Eo work effectively towards
the achievement of a lasting\peace in thg Middle Eas#.- Those circles that have
traditionally been the moét reticent have noﬁ mistaken this will-forrgenuine,»
sincere and effective peace on the part of the Palestinian peopié which they have
welcomed, thus evidencing a new willingness to seek with the Pnb - whdse_ - :
repfesentativeness they no longer dispute - meané for‘achie§ing that peace.

For its part the General Assembly last December took note of the decisions of

' the Palestine National Council, solemnly reaffirmed by Mr. Yasser Arafat at Geneva, -
and through the adoption‘of néw.deéiéions has renewed its commitment to promoting
thé holding of the international conference on thé Middle Eaét, with the
participatibn of‘the‘PLo on-an equai foot;hg.b -

| Hence, can.there be Any mi;taking»thé_nature of the murderous obstinacy shown
"by the Israeli 1éaders,‘an obstinaéy that has led them to seek.to d;squalify the
sole, legitimate representative 6f the Palestinian peopie‘in their vain search for
a.mOre accommodaiing inter}ocutor? Caq anyoné be deluded whenlthéy seek td
prejudge the outcome of the conflict through a 'solution which»they themselves have
chosen as being more ideally suitédlto their unchanging objectives of expansion and_

creeping annexation?
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The recent intidadah»has.been both an effective'anq a stbolic,witness-to the

tragedy-inflicted daily:on the Palestinian people. |

. 'The Palestinian people seeks to be a fully recognized party in the quest for a
~solution to this intolerable injustice, ‘The Security Council, as its activities in
recent months show, is at the centre of the international community 's efforts to
secure a just and definitive settlement wherever conflicts persist. No one ’
realizes better than its members, in particular its permanent members, how decisive
the Council's weight can be in promoting a definitive settlement of the Middle East
conflict, one fully consonant with the just.national-aspirations of the Palestinian
people. It is therefore its duty to take urgent decisions caoable,of guaranteeing
the safety and security of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories,
»decisions that would not only be necessary but also transitory since they would
have to be accompanied by the establishment of a framework recognized as being most
appropriate, that is, an effective international conference under United Nations
auspices to guarantee the fullvrestoration to the Palestinian,people-of their |
national rights. |

.fhat is what today is expected of the'CQuncil. ‘We hone that it will affirm
its full oetermination,iniorder to achieve this goal.

The PRESIDENT: ' I thank the representative of Algeria for his_kind words

addressed to me. |

’ Mr. PEJIC (Yugoslavia): sir,:I am greatly pleased to extend to,you, the
reoresentative.of the non-aligned Kingdom of Nepal, a country with which Yugoslavia.
is linked with bonds of traditional friendship and co-operation, my cordial
congratulations on your assumption of the responsible duties of President of the
Security Cbuncil for the month of February, which, much like the previous month,
has seen intensive anq very important activities concerning some‘issuesyof vital

importance for international peace and security. Your Tast diplomatic experience
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and political wisdom are cuarantees that you will discharge your task very
successfully;’ | |

My appreciation goesxalso to the representative of friendly and noh-aligned‘
Maleysia, Mr. Ismail Razali, for his extremely effective conduct of the‘Securiﬁy
Council deliberations ﬂuring the busy month of January.

The general ihprovemeht of the situation in the world, the trend towards
dialogue and negotiations between super-Powers, and other intetnational.factOts, as
~well as. the efforts made within the United Nations and the Security Council to.
launch e_process of political sblution of hotbeds of crisis that have plagued
international‘relations for years, have thus far found no adequate reflection in
the Middle East crisis and a sclution of the‘Palestinian‘problem that is at its
core. |

The continued deterioration of the situation in the 0ccupied-Palestinian
territories as a coansequence of the intransigent policv of Is;ael and its
persistent attempts to put down the intifidah - the uprising of the Palestinian
- people against foreign occupation and domination that hes now lastea for more than
one year - with the use of the most brutal measures has been the focus of the
world's-attention, as ‘well as the principal cause for conce;nsand anxiety oﬁ the
broadest segments of the internationel public. ' Because of the potentially great‘

" ‘danger for giobal peace and security,kthis questioﬁ deserves to be not only the ".

- subject of continuous consideration in" the Security Counc11 but also its main
preoccupation until a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the Middle East
crisis and the Palestinian ptoblem is achieved. The example of Namibia is telling
proof that there is no problem, irrespective of its complexity, that cannot be '
solved within the United Nations if there exists the will of all interested parties
and,the“readiness of influential outside~factots to make their constructive

contribution.
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Thé courageous resistance 6f the Palestinian people to foreign domination and
their readiness to persevere in their legitimate demands for :he reaiization of
their inalienable rights to self-detefﬁinationband independence regardless of the
price have shown the untenability of the situation created by the Israeli E
occupation that had lasted many years. It is obvious that even the most brutal
measures and actions by thé Israeli occupation authoripies,'Which have so far,
claimed the 1ives of hundreds cf-Paiestinians,>cahn6t break the will and resolve of
ghe Palestinian people to persist in ﬁheir justified struggle for f;eedom and
dignity. The international public has already passed juégement on these inhuman
practices and policies. This was also‘recently confirmed by the State Departmeht‘sv
report on the massive violations‘of human rights in the occupied te:titories.

fugoslavia has been pointing out for yeais that the situation existing in the
- occupied territories cannot be solved through a policy of fait accompli and by
diktat, repression or military means. A soiution must be soﬁght through political
means, with full réspect for the genuine interests and‘rights 6f all cquntries in
the region, primariiy through the realization of the legitimate rights of‘the
Palestinian people to self-determination and a State of its own. This.is more
evident today than eVet before. |

In the assessment of thosiavia, the overall international circumstances and.
conditions for opening the process to a peaceful solution of the Middle East crisis
aﬁd the Palestinian problem haée for a lohg time not been as favourable as they are
today. There have been'remOVéd some important psychologicai and political
obstacles that hampered past atteﬁpts to open up pfospects for a political éoiution
of this exceptionally difficult and dangerous problem. 'fhis is particulatly true
of the historic decision taken by the Palestine National Council atvitS'meetihg in

Algiers last November that met with the broadest possible recognition and support
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of the international public. Of great importance also are the statement made in
Geneva by the Chairman of the Egecutive Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PIO), Mr. Yasser Arafat; the resolutions oﬁ the question of Palestine
adopted at the forty-third session of the General Assehbly; aﬁd the establishment

of a dialoghe betweeﬁ the United States and the PIO.
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Urgent action b& the Security Council is no doubt called for by the explosive

éituation.in‘the occupied territories, which is worsening with every passing day.
t .

The hundreds of Palestinians killed, the thousands detained and the tens of
thousands wounded and the innumerable Palestiﬁian homes destroyed are grievous
testimony to the suffering of the Palestinian people and of a senseless policy
which makes a soiution to this most serious international crisis ever more
difficult to achieve. Such a policy could hardly be expected from a country whose
own people was exposed to unheard‘of persecution énd suffering in a not so distant
past. 1In order to protect the innocent Paléstinian population from the ever more
brutal measures of the Israeli occupation authorities, it is necessary to ensure
urgent implementation pf Security Council resolution 605 (1987), requesting Israel
to fespect and imélement in the occupied territories thefproviéions 6f the Fourth
Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Pérsons in Time of War.

At the same time it is necessary that the internaﬁioﬁal community address
itself to Einding‘ways to initiate the process fo; a just and lasting soldtion to -
the Middle ‘East crisis and the Palestinian’problem on the basis of full and
consistent respect for the authentic aspirations of the Palestinian people. It is
also neceésary at this time to point out again at this time that Israel's continued
refusal and lack of readiness to commit itself to the process of seeking a
political solution to the Palestinian problem and its continuation of its policy of
repression are Very detrimental to Israel itself and to its position in the world.
In this context it is of'particulgr conéern that some most influential factions in
Israel continue to ignore the reality. In séying this we are motivatédkby a
genuine desire to see Israel and its citizens live in real peace and stability

after so many years of unrest.
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Yugoslavia expects the Security Council to‘be able to.be able to take a
resolute position on this oécasion regarding the continued deterioration of the .
situation in thg occupiéd ;ertitories. Atkthe same time we believe that it should
mark the beginning of more activg invol#emenﬁ by the Security’Counéil in finding
the most appropriate basis for initiating the proceSs of finding a political
éolution tb the Middle East crisis and the Palestinian préblem, which’is at its
core. In our opinion, which is shared by almost all United Nations Members, this
implies Israel's withdrawal from all the Arab and Palestinian territories occupied
since June 1967, realization of’the inalienable right of the Palestinian people
under the leadership of the Palestine Liberatioﬁ Organization (PLO) to
self -determination and to its ?wn homeland, and respect for the right of all the
ocountries ofkthe region, inc}uding Isréel, to peace, security and existence~within'
internationally recognized bofders. |
| The General Assembly ses;ion on the qdesﬁion,of Pé;estine re~confirmed the
conviction that the most realistic and only acceptable way to solve the Middle East
crisis and the Palestinian pfoblem is the early‘convening of the International
Conference, with the participation .of allvdireétly interested parties, including

vthe PLO, on ﬁn equal footing, an apptoach staunchly supported by the Palestinian
people in the occupied térritories.

Td this énd. fugoslavia renders its full support to all constructive efforts
that would lead to the.commencement of serious and subétantialiconsultations aimed
at finding the broadest possible basis for achieving a breakthrough in the peace
process. We fully support the efforts of thé Secretary~General along these 1ines.

Wé;consider that this is the right time to try to direct the coufsé of events
in the Middle East by joinﬁ efforts iﬁ the direction of stable and lasting peace.
We have no illusion thét”it is‘géing to be easy and Siméle to achieve; At thiév

+
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important juncture, howeVer, this is our joint historic obligation and, I would
say,’a moral debt to the legitimate and inalienab;e aspirations and rights of the
Palestinian people, as well as to the interests 5? peace'and stability in that
area, of exceptional importance for international relations. We therefore
earnestly hope that,thie debate will serve ‘as an important encouragement and
contribution to stepping up the efforts to bring about a solution to the
Palestinian problem. Otherwise, further delaye will be fraught with ever greater
danger for international peace and security, We should all strive to prevent that
by joint action and endeavour.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Yugoslavia for his kind

'words addressed to me and my country.
The next speaker is the fepresentative of Turkey. I invite him to take a
place at the Couhcil table and to make his statement.

-Mr. AKS IN (TUrkej): ‘Mr. President, at the outset I want to thank you and
the othef members of the Security Council for the opporeunity to address the
Council on the subject under discussion. On this occasion, I wish to extend to you
my warm conératulations on your assumption of the presidency of the Council for the
month of February. We are pleased to see as President of the Security Council the
representative of Nepal, with which Turkey has excellent relations. We are
confident that the Security Council will benefit from your diplomatic skills and
experience in dealing with sensitive international questions.

I wish equally to pay tribute to Ambassador Razali for having led the Council
in January with great ability and dedication.

Turkey has a direct and natural interest in the Middle East and in the fate of
the people of that vifal region adjacent to our borders. We value this oppor tunity

to set out before the Council our views on the deeply distressing developments in
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_the occupied Palestiniap territories that have forcefully reminded the world, once
again, of-a major political problem that criés out for a just and lasting‘
settlement: the question of Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict.

In the course of the debates in the General Aésembly a feﬁ months ago, my
delegation expressed its views';n the situation in the Middle East and the question
of Palestine. Without repeating our views at length, I should like to recall that
the Middlé East conflict has been on our agenda since the‘inception of the United
Nations. During the past four decades, we have been witnesses to recurring warfare
and endless human suffering in this region. ’Theklack of a political settlement has
béen at the coré of all fﬁg'troubles.‘

‘'For over 20 years Aiab territories have been under Israeli occupation.r Can it
be a surprise that, finally, thé Palestinians should rise up in protest against

this Israeli occupation? The current uprising of the Palestinian population is

neither artifically induced nor a temporary phenomenbn.‘ It is the :eflection of
the prolonged frqstrations and repeated disappoin;ments ex?erienced‘by the

i P o
Palestinians over the years. The uprising is the natural result qf an oppression
which has been allowed to go on for much too long.-

My Government has been following with deep concerp and appréhension the grave
‘developments in the occupied ?alestinian territories. Since Decembe;'i987 there
has been tragic loss of life and much human éuffefing. The figures érovided by the
representative of Palestine to the Council in ﬁis statement iast Friday are most
distufbing. My Government has pubiicly denounced the arbitrary Isréeli measures

and practices that seriousiy violate the human rights of the Palestinian people

livinq in the occupied territories, and has called on Israel to desist from all

acts of violence against the civilian population. Most recently, on 18 January of
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this yéat, my Governﬁent expressed, once again, its deep concefn at thg
multiplication of incidents which 1eé to the killing and wounding of ever more
innocent people as a consequénce of new Israeli measures.

As stressed in Security Council resolution 605 (1987) aéopted in
December 1987, and also in the statément of the President:of.the Council issued on
26 August of last year, the policies and practices of Israel, and in particular the
killing ané,wounding of unarmed Pélestinian civilians, are bound to have negative

consequences for the efforts to achieve a lasting peace in the Middle East.
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The déportation of Palestinian civilians from the terfitdrigs occupied by
Israél, which was also'the’subjectvof Security Councii'resolutions 607 (1988) and
608 (1988), adopted early last year, and theishocking practices of'destroyiﬁq homes
-and beatiﬁg'Palestinian civilians, the curfews imposed in the West Bank and the -
Gaza’Strip;'the desecration of holy places and various punitive economic and éqcial :
measures mentioned in United Nations dpcuments cannot bé tolerated under ahy :
pretext. These are arbitrary measures of desperation, and they constitute a
violation of the Geneva Convention Relafive'to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War. Such measures have led to further escalation of tgnsion'in the
occupied territories. The uprising that has been taking place in those territories
_has a much wider scope than before and ha§—the nature of a popular revolt against .
Israeli occupation. It is evident that the resistance to the occupation is
widéspreadband deeply rooted. The ongoing struggle proves that the Palestinians
will no longer accept either their second-class status or the Israeli occupation.

To redress the situation in those territories the Israeli Government must be
induéed to respectvthe'Fourth Geneva Convention. We share the view thét Israel has
an obligation to fulfil its commi tments undef that Convention.

We cannot ovérlook the close link between the current sufferings of the
Palestinians and the need to find a political settlement of the Middle East
problem. The political nature of the current troubles in the region is rightly
stressed in the Secretary-General's reports submitted to the Security Council and
the General Assembly. We share the view that the intifadah is a direct result of
the stalemate in the search for a peaceful settlement of the Arab-Israeli cbnflict.

The iack of a proper negotiating process has been one of the major impediments
to addressing the substantive questions in a meaningful manner. The current

uprising has highlighted once again the urgent need for an effective negotiating
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process. ‘In that connection the proclamation of an independent Palestinian state
by the Palestine Nationai Council last eutumn constituted a historic milestone‘EOt
progressitowards peace. The uoderate tone of the Declaration adopbed by the
Council and the constructive statement made by Mr. Arafat during the General -
Assembly debate at Geneva were most encouraging. It is our earnest hope that the
‘moderate and realistic posture adopted bylohe Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO)‘will be assessed positively by 511 the interested pafties and that Israel
will respond in the same spirit so that the peace process can finally get under way.
A durable political settlement in the Middle East: can only emerge from

comprehensive negotiations conducted in good faith between all the parties
concerned. Such negotiations will have to address and satisfy the 1egit1mate
concerns and expectations of all the interested parties and aoove all of £he
PaleStinian Areb people, whose right to self-~determination cannot be disputed. To
that end, Turkey is ready to supoort all peace efforts. Within that framework ny
Government would welcome the convening of an international peace conference with
the agreement of all parties concefned. We hope that the cn:rent debate in the
Security Council ﬁiil provide a new impetus to the international communityfs peace

efforts in the Middle East.

The PRESIDENf:V I thank the representative of Turkey for the kind words
he addressed to’me. |
The next speaker is the representative of bemocratic Yemen. I invite him to
take a place at the Conncil ﬁable and to make his statement,
Mr. AL—ALFIV(Democratic Yemen) (interpretation ffom Arabic): Allow me to
expreSS my deiegation's pleasure at seeing you, Sir, presiding over the Security
Council for_thie month.' We are sure that your great ability and bioad‘experience

"will contribute to the success of the Council's work and help it to achieve
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positive results_that serve the just causes of strugglihg peoples, among which the
cause of the Palestinian Arab people. The confidence we place in you was also
~placed in your predeceséor, ﬁié ExcellencyéAmbaSSador Ismail Razali, Perménent
Representative of Maléysia, Qo thm we exéres; great appreciation for the dedicated
and excellent manner in which he cénducted the Council's business last month.

All the speakers we have heard since the opening of the curreﬁt debate in the
_ | | . | i
Council have concluded that the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories

is extremely serious and that it is deteriorating further with the continuation and
escalation by'Israei, the occupying Power, of its oppressive pfactices and policies
against unarmed Palestihian people. Anyone who has followed the Council‘'s
discussions is aware of the‘fact'that the Security Council has not met for some
time - indeed, nearly a year - to discussvthis matter.,iThis reflects a failure on
the part of the Counﬁil to discharge it; duties and respbnsibilities'under the‘
United Nations Charter, thereby putting into question its ability to halt the
Israeli occupation and aggression, and hence its abiiity~to maintain international
peace and security. |

We shall not here repeat examples of the various brutal forms of oppression
being practised by the Isréeli oécupying authorities against the Palestinian
people. Those matters were deal£ with by the representative of Palestine at the
beginning of this debate, as well as by the'Chairmaﬁ of the Group of Arab States in
his statement on behalf'of that éfoup. We should like, however,'ﬁo reaffirm the

following points.

First, the Palestinian popular intifadah is here to stay until it has fully
achieved its objectives. It is the natural result of the Israeli occupation of the

Palestinian territories. 1Israel and its forces may devise as many advanced and
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modern methods as they'wiéh to quell the intifadah, but they-will not succeed. The
?alestinian peoplg are waging a heroic strugéle ;gainst the Israeli occupation
forces, which are armed.to the teeth with sophisticated Veaponry; The.martyrdom of
almost 500 PalFstinians, the majority of whom are younF people and children, as
well as the injury, -detention and deportat1on.of tens of thousands of Palestinians
and the demolition of their homes - all are the result 4f Israel's continued
occupation and the Palestinians' determined resistance of it. That fact, while
underlining the gravity of the situation, also presents the Council with a very
important questions: How long will the Council remaiﬁ onable to discharge its =
responsibilities? Ho; many more Palestinian victims must fall before the

Palestinian people can impress upon .the Council the need 'to take decisive measures

to stop the bloodshed being perpetrated by the Israeli occupying forces?
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-Secondly, the iptifaéah once. and for all belies the_falgé piéture long painted
by Israel and its allies ro whitewash thé-occupation aﬁd to pértray the Palestinian
people as having accepred it. Iogic and historical inevitability prove that the
Qill of peoples is irdomitable and that no people can be subjugated forever.

| Thirdly, it is iﬁ;eresting that an isolated incident of three?years ago
continues to fuel the Zionist propaganda machine, thch expioits it to win the
heart of Unired States public opinibn, while_the martyrdom of 500 Palestinians
since the beginning of the intifadah and the criminal acts perpetrated daily by the
Israeli orcupation forces - which have been fully‘covered by the internarional‘mass
media, and which inclﬁde burying and burning people alive, miscarriagés and the
breaking of bones - sQem to have become fgmiliar’everyday 6ccurrences that we are
supposed to accept. Indeed, in some quarters hasty efforté’ére made to justify or
concéal thése things.‘ That simpie comparison shows'élearly that what the
Palestinién people need first and foremost is to be treated like the rest of
humanity. | | |

Fourthly,.Iéraél's record since‘its inception is réplete with vioiétions of
-Palertinian human rights. The international community knows this full &ell, and it
has been reaffirmed by General Assembly resolutions.' We hope that the‘recent
acknowledgement of this by the United States.will.lead to.the end of  that country's
opposition to the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices'Affectihg the
Human Rights of the ?opulatibn of tﬁe'Qccupied Territories. Israel's record is
replete also with violations of iﬁtérnatiohal treaties andvresolrtgoné, foremost
among them thé various Security Councii’resolutions pertaining to‘thé'occupied
Palestinian and Arab'territor{es. .WhileArhe Council has declared illegal the
anneéxation of Jerusalem and the'aepértation of Palestinian civiliéns, we wonder

what it has done to deter those who perpetrate such illegal acts.

1
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Fifthly, any delay in dealing with the situation correctly,vin such a way as
to put an end to the occupatipn and expedite the exercise by the Palestinian ﬁeople
of its inalienable national rights, forgmost among,ﬁhem the right to
self-determination and sovereignty in an independent Palestinian State, will make
the Palestinian people despair of the ability and credibility of the Security
Council with respect to achieving a just solu;ion,of the questién of Palestine and
a political settlement of the Arab-Israelirconflict in the Middle East.

One of the first steps towards ;estoring the Palestinian éeople's confidence
in the Council would be the adoption of serious measures for the urgent convening
of an international conference on peace in the Middle East undef United Nations
auspices and with the participation of all parties concerned, including the
Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole legitimate representative of the
‘palestinian people. Any attempt to ignore or circumvent this will result in
failure to achieve the desired objective: _the establishment of just and lasting
peace in the Middle East. |

We hope the present Security Council debéte will result in urgent positive
measures to put an end to the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories and
restore the Palestiniaﬁ people's confidence in the Coﬁncil‘s ability to support its
just cause and its right of self-determination and sovereignty in its own
independent State.

If the result of this debate is the same as in the past, the Palestinian
people's_jus; struggle to achieve its‘inalienable national rights will of course
‘continué. There is no doubt that if the current grave situation continues without
the aggressors and occupiers being deterred and without their policies and
practices being halted, the situétion in the entire region will be explosive and we
shall miss the chance for peace, which has seemed closer, especially since the

historic positive decisions taken at Algiers by the Palestine National Council.
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- We believe that the adopt of serious measures by the Secu:ity Céuhcil could
have a profound effect on the course of events. Those measures should be
commensurate with the Council's reéponsibility for the mainﬁenance of internatiénal
peace and security in the Middle East. The way to aéhieve tﬁis is to deal with the .
core of the Arab-Israeli conflict - the question of Palestine - énd tovadopt the
measures necéssary for a.just solution.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Democratic Yemen for the -

kind words he addressed to me.
‘The next speaker is the representative of Qatar. I invite him to take a place

at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. AL-NASSER (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): I wish at the outset
to extend to you, Sir, my delegation's sincere congtatulatidns oﬂ your assumption
of the presidency of theVSecurity Council for this month. We are confideﬁt that
your'vast experience, diplomatic skill and £ac£ will make a great contribution to
the smooth functioning 6f the Council and to its discharge of its fesponéibilities
under the Charter for the maintenance of international peace and security.

I wish also to congratuiate Ambassador Ismail’Razali, Permanent Representative
of Malaysia,‘fdr the outstanding éffectiveneé# with which he sérved.as President
last month. |

Once again, the COuncii is considering the tragedy of the oécupied Arab
territories in Palestine and considering what action the international commdnityl
can take to bring thatrtragedy to‘an end. The news reported daily in the mass
| media recounts the heroism of a people determined to regain its rights, sovereignty
and independence regardless of the price it must pay in the bloodlof-its marty:ed
sons and ih being suﬁjected every hour of every day to the brutality of the Israeli

forces of occupation.
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The intifadah has now lasted more than a year. In that time hundreds of

- victims have been shot dead by Israeli soldiers; thousands have been gravely
wounded; thousands more have been placed in concentration camps. The Israeli,
forces have indiscriminately killed men,.women and children; they haQe evacuated
innocent people from their houses and have blown those houses up without cause;
they have perpetrated acts of aggression and terrorism against the populaﬁion‘with
impunity.

Israeli officials have even made statements reaffirming their policy of
repressing and oppressing the population and insolently declaring their resolve to
put an end to the intifadah by force and violence, heedlégs of the blatant
violatiohs'df human rights and international law those acts entail. The Israeli
leaderé thought the Paléstiniah people's inti fadah was a transient phenomenon that

~would be extinguished with the passaée of time or through military pressure. But
they forgot that‘the Palestinian people rejects humiliation, usurpation and the
denial of its rights, just as it rejects treatment as anything but a noble people.

Do the Israelis really think that through représsion, incérCeration and
expulsion and by meeting the stones of demonsttatoré with bullets - whether
Pplastic, rubber or any other kind - they can weaken the roots of the iﬁtifadah or
the resolve of those who are rising up‘against oppression to continue their

resistance until they attain sovereignty?
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Israel, which refuses to understand the reality of its brutal acts, finds
itself sinking ever deeper into international isolation. Its actg cannot bé
justified or accepted by the international community - even by those allies that
usdally provide it‘with-excuses, assistance and aid.

‘Statements that have been made by the Governments of most of the countries of
the world supporting the rights of the Palestinian people and denouncing'the‘policy
of oppression, force and violence pursued by the Israeli occupation authorities are
a clear condemnation of the behaviour of those authorities and their wilful

~violation of the human rights of the Palestinian people.

In the part relevant to Israel, the report issued recently by the United
States Department of State about human rights practices in 1988 all over the world
strengthens the international position of denunciation of the acts of aggression
and violence in the occupied Palestinian territories. The report contains a
description of the situation in those territories, in which reference is made to
incidents of gunfire,~bea£ings, arrests and deportations. I shall not dwell on -the
contents of the report. It includes details that show that the United Statés,

: Government considers that the use of violence and force~in‘the occupied territories
is excessive. I would only draw attention to a Statement in the report that the
soldiers of the occupation authorities have resorted to gunfire in situations in
which they were not in danger, causing avoidable killings and injuries. The report
states also that Israel has resorted to deportations, thereby contravening the
Geneva Convention and that the authorities have given lenient punishments on the
soldiers and settlers who have engaged in torture and oppression against
Palestinians.

That international position denouncing tﬁe policy.of oppression and violence

- pursued by Israel in the occupied territories supports and affirms numerous
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‘resolutions adopted by the Security Council and its statements tegarding the
situation.‘ Israel has rejected those resolutions and statements and persists in
violating their provisions as well as the provisions of internationalclaw and
international conventions.

The testering crisis in the occnpied Arab territories and Israel's insistence
on pursuing a policy of oppression, as well as its declaration of its_intention to
put down the Palestinian resistance by swordband'by fire, makes it incumbent on us
to consider thisAsituation promptly and provide the protection to tne Palestinian
people that is enrisaged in the United Nations Charter and in international law and
international conventions. |

We have referred before to the statistics regarding the toll of victims taken .
by the Israeli policy of aggression among the Palestinian people who are- continuing
their resistance and their practice of steadfastneSS. There have.been‘hundreds of

imartyrs, thousands of wounded and detainees, scores of deportations, hunéreds of
miscarriages by Pregnant wOmen,attested to by doctors and hospitais, breaking of
'bones, and incidents Of;people being buried alive.. In addition,’the-demoliﬂion of
houses and the uprooting of trees by the very ones who have claimed to be
cultivating the desert are among the crimes that are strengthening the will and
determination of the Palestinianrpeopie to achieve their ultimate objective:
freedom and. independence. |

And all that is taking place in the midst of much talk about plans for
settling the Middle East problem and the initiation of dialogue with the Palestine
ALiberation Organization (PEO) on ideas that could lead to a final, peaceful ,
solution to that problem. The international community has laid‘the groundwork for
such prospects by agreeing to the idea of the convening of an international peace -
conference.on the Middle East, with the participation of all the parties concerned,

including 'the PLO.

4
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In the context of preparations for peace and the achievement of a permanent.
solution to the Palestine problem‘and the Arab-Israeli conflict, which has been
going on for more than four decades now, the international community has the dutY_
of making its cdntribution to these preparations by taking measures to put anvend
to the Israeli agqgression against the Palestinian people and to protect them, on
their land, from oppression and persecution, so that they will be able to exercise

their rights, like other free peoples.. !

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Qatar for the kind words he
addressed to me.. '

The next speaker is the representative of Afghaqistan. I-invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

| Mr. DOST (Afghanistan):‘ Allow me, at the outset, to join previous
speakers, Sir, iﬁ sincerely congratuleting you on your assumption of the presidency
of the.Security Council for the month of February.l We have every confidence that
you will provide exemplary guidance for the activities of the Council during this
month. vMay_I also express our appreciation to your predecessor for the very
capable manner in hhich he presided over the work of the Council in January.

The Security Council is deliberating on an issue of utmost importance to
internationel peace and security. The situation in the occupied Palestinian and
other Arab territories has been characterized by the repression and brutality
perpetrated by Israelifoccupation ferces for a very long time now. This situation
must not be left unchecked. The Security Council is expected, in line with its

.responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, to adopt
immediate and effectiye measures to put an end to the suffering of Palestinian

people living under Israeli occupation. .we welcome this'discussion by the Security
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Council and hope that its outcome will be nothing less than a decisive step towards
the 1iberation of occupied Palestinian lands and the festoration of the legitimate
right ofithe Palestinian people to determine the destiny of their nation by their
own will and in their own independent State in Palestihe.»

The recent unjustified escalation of Israeli atrocities against defenceless
Palestinian péople'in occupied Palestine - including murder, merciless'beating,
illegal detention, fﬂrceful expulsion, demolition of family homes and brain damage
to children by the use of so-called plastic bullets - is a profoundly inhuman aqt,
to which the'international'community cannot, and must not, remain indifferent. It
is exactly this %ggitimate concern of the international community that the Security
Council is called upon to alleviate by adoptlng tlmely and effective measures
towards the full independence of Palestlne, including Jerusalem. The eliminatzon
of israeli occupation, the root cause of!the,suffering‘of Palestinian people under

1

the Zionist yoke, is the on1y4solution that will ensure the full restoration of the

long-denied rights of these people. Meanwhilé, the Pélestinians and other Arab
peorles iﬁ occuéied areas have every right to expect from this world body, and
particularly from the Security Council, the immediate protection of their humah
rights, which has been denied them by Israel's flagrant violation of international
law. The brutality with whlch the occupylng Power has met the lntifadah in
Palestine, resulting so far in the martyrdom of 490 innocent Palestxnlans and

injury to another 50,000, demonstrates the urgency of such protection.
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Tne intifadah, in its second year and marching ahead with added vigour‘and
determination, is indicative of the fact that the heroic’Palestinian.people are
bent on fighting the aggressor and occupying Power with stones, paying a high price
" to achieve their ultimate goal - the full independence of'theiriterritory.

The intifadah has earned the great admiration of all peace»loving countriesr
and people around the world. Public awareness of the Palestinian struggle is on
the rise. All these factors and the peace initiatives by Palestine have helped
influence some countries'to reconsider their policies vis-a-vis Palestine.

The means for achieving a lasting and just solution for the‘Middle East
' problem and the question of Palestine at its core have beendknown-for quite some

time. The need for the convening of ‘an international peace conference for the

‘Middle East with the participation of all sides concerned, including, of course,
“the Palestine Liberation Organization (PIO), on an equal footing, has met with the
'consensus of the 1nternat10na1 community. Steps towards the preparatioh for the
convening of that conference should be hastened. The hlStOth degisions of the
Palestine National Council‘on 15 November 1988 in Algiersfembodied in the
ADeclaratibn of Independence of the State of Palestine»and the political statement}
which provides for the acceptance of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967 and
338 (1973), have prov;ded the fertxle ground for the success of such an
international conference. What remains to be done is to grasp this unique
opportunity -to establish peéace in the Middle East by taking concrete steps towards -
the timely convening of‘that'conference and_for the Securit& Council to adopt
measures to compel the Israeli rulers‘to comply .

In.conclusion.x wish to reiterate>the full solidarity and support of the

people and Government of the Republic of Afghanistan for the State of Palestine and

the PLO. We believe in the justness of their struggle and are confident that the

!
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Seéufity Council will not find it difficult to support their legitimate cause tq

the fullest extent possible.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the repreéentative of Afghanistan for his kind .
words addregsed to me. |
" The next speaker is the representative of Indonesia. I invite him to take a
plaée at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. TARMIDZI (Indonesia): Mr. President, on behalf of my delegation I

should like at the outset to express our appreciation to you and the othez member s
of the Security Council for granting me the opportunity to participate -in these
crucial deliberations on the situation in the occupied Palestinian territoty. ;
wish also to extend to you, Sir, our congratulations on your assumption of the .
presidehcy of the Council for the month of February. We are>éonfident that the
diplomatic skills and wisdom that you bring to this high office will enable the
diséharge of yodr weighﬁy rééponéibilities.

Before proceeding, I should like to avail myself of this opportunity to
express 6ur appreciation to Ambassador'Ismail‘Razali, Permanent Representative of
Malaysia} who exhibited‘during his tenure at the helm of the Councilvlast month the
same erudition and‘diplomatic acumen for which he is well known among his
colleagues of the Association of South East Asian Naﬁions.'

The Security Council has been convened in order for the Council to take up the
extremely'dangerous situation iﬁ,the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel since
1967, including Jerusalem.

Indonesia's participation in this debate is prompted by its profound concefn
over the escalation of the already intolerable repfesSive measures against the
Palestinién people in the occupied territory. In recent weeks we have witnessed an

upsurge of wanton brutality and violence, unprecedented since the outbreak of the
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intifadah, the sustained popular uprising of the Palestinians, which now has
entered its-fou:teenth month. In fact, during the past two months alone
55 Palestinians have been killed and at least 500 wounded. Moreover, to.these
stark statistics must be added those reflecting the death and devastation of the
previous 12 months, ingluding neatiy 500 martyrs, 50,000 wounded and.over
25,000 imérisoned, as well as scores deported and more thah 550 hOmee'destrojed.

In these circumstances, this body must no longer tolerate the daily atrocities
being wilfully perpetrated against innocent an¢ defenseless people who are
valiantly asserting their legitimate aspirations end inaiienable rights.

However, in focusing our attention on‘the policies and practices of the

occupying Power, as heinous as they truly are, we should not be distracted from the

historicel injustices inflicted on the-Palestinians and the recent momenﬁous
decisionsbin the interest of peace taken by the Palestinians themselves through the
Palestine National Council (PNC) at Algiers last November.

The proclamation of the Palestinian State and the affirmation by the ENC of
the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations as well as the
acceptance of all relevant United Nations resolutions on the qﬁesfion of Palestine
are a clear demonstration of the Palestinians' commitment to achieving a lasting
and durable peace. Indeed, the historic decisions taken at the RC meeting and the
message ofpeace brought by the Chairman Qf the Palestine Liberation Organization,
Yasser Arafat, to the Deeember meeting of the General Assembly in Geneva have
elicited universal'acclaim by the international community.r

| In this regard, as one of the first to reeognize the indepeﬁdent Palestinian
State, Indoeesia is deeply gratified that nearly 100 other Member States have also
accorded recognition. 'As a consequence of its decision, T shou;d like te inform

members that the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia recently met'with the
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Permanent Representative of the Observer Mission of Paléstine to the United Natibns
and héld discussions‘about finalizing the preparations for the iﬁpending opening of
the Palestine Embéssy iﬁ Jakarta.

The developments as they have continued to unfold over the course of the past
year, on the groundvin the Palestinian territory and on ﬁhe diplomatic front,
confirm that there can be no returﬁ to thé status quo of the prévious two decades.

Likewise, the positive response from Israel“srtrgdiiional ftiends to the
rPalestinians' peace initiative, including the initiation of talks between the
United Statés and the PLO, further reflect a new momentum for the‘commencemént of
dgenuine négotiations leadihg to a comprehensive; just and lasting solution to the
Middle East conflict,

Iﬂ these circumstances it is imperative that the Security Council adopﬁ the
necessary decisions to bring an immediate end to the carnage in the Palestinian
territory and to ensure thé protection of the Palestinian people. It ié‘also
self-evident, however, that such actions can only be palliative and cannot by

themselves bring justice to the Palestinians and peace to the strife-torn region.
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There fore, bold‘and imaginative intiatives are'called for in order to break
out of the deadlock on the ;onvening of the international peace conference on thé
Middle East, as endorsed by General Assembly resolution 38/58 C. 1In this, it is
essential that the Sécurity Council demonstrate- the political will to defuse the
explosive situation and td move decisively forward in achieving the essential
elements for a durable settlement - Israel's withdrawal from the‘occupied
territories, including Jerusalem, the effective exercise by the‘Palestinian people
qf~its éoveréignty in the newly éroclaimed Paiestinian State and the right'of.all
States in the region to existence wiﬁhin secure and iﬁternétionally recognized

boundaries.

The PRESIDENT: -I thank the representative of Indonesia for his kind
words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the représentative of the German Democratic Republic. I

invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. ZACHMANN (German Democratic Republic): Allow me at the 6utset to
congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council
for the month of February and to wish you success in the discharge of your
.responsible duties. At the same time, I should like to express my delegation's’
appreciation to the representative o£ Malaysia, Ambassador Razali, for the

1

effic}ent way in which he preéided over the Council's work.during the moﬁth of
January.

| My delegation also wisﬁes to fdrﬁulate its thanks for having been granted the
opportunity to explain the position of the German Democratic Repdblic regarding the
situation in the terrigories occupied by Israel, which the Security Council cannot
but consider once again. It is with deep concern that the world ﬁublic follows the
escalation of oppressive practices against the Palestinian‘pgople and thus the

further aggravation of tensions in the entire region. The German Democratic
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Republic agrees with all those who bear political responsibility and who demand
that an end be put immediately to the violent measures that have led to the killing

!
of hundreds of Palestinians, women and children among them, and the wounding of"

|

thousands. What matters now is finally to implement tpe pertinent United Nations
.resolstions that are supported by the overwhelming majority‘of the Membet States
and that call upon Israel to cease its policy ofvdccupation and oppression, which
disﬁegards the_most elementaryAnorms of international law and by which it further
prolongs the immeasurable sufferings of the Palestinian peop;e.

More than ever before, the situasion requires negotiations among equals on the
basis of the United Nations kesolutibns, a result-oriented dialogue and joint
.. efforts by ali States and peoples of the region to provide for a secure future.
Those who are not willing to follow this logiC'must ask theﬁselves whether they are
really interested in peace - a peace which the Palestinian people, the A;#b»
countries and Israel not least need so badly.

The German Democratic Repdblic will support all steps that would help
implement the legitiﬁaﬁevrigﬁts of the ?aiestinian people and of the State of
| Palestine and would allow the Israeli people to live in peace and within secure
boundaries. For that to come true, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PDO) has
submitted to Israel reaiist1c proposals wh1ch aim at 1n1t1at1ng a process of-
pol1t1ca1 settlement.‘ and the dec1s1ons taken by the 19th Palestlne Natxonal
Congress at Algiers, like the statement wade by Mr. Yasset Arafat before the
forty-thirF session of the General Assembly meeting 1n Geneva, testxfy equally to
its absolute will to achleve a polltxcal settlement of the Middle East ‘conflict.
‘As a result of its flexible and constructive att;tude, the PLO has been gaining
further political weiéht._ That is also testified to by the fact that a dialogue

has been initiated between the most diverse political forces and the sole .
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. legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. It is important now that
Israel, toc; display an unconditional readiness for a just and 1ast£ng peace and
that’it be prepared to accept the PLO at the negotieting table.

Tne principles for settlement of the Middle East conflict are already laid
down in the numerous ;esolutioné the General Assembly adopted on the matter. That
goes for the demand for the realization of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, the immedlate and unconditional Israeli w1thdzawa1 from all
tertitorxes occupied since 1967 and the guaranteeing of the right of all States of
the region to independence and secure boundarles.

During the course of the forty-third General Assembly session, a host of
speakers have already pointed to the positive changes that have occurred in the
world and in internatxonal relations and that give us encouragement to continue on
the road of disarmament, detente and negotiation in spite of complex problems and
‘profound differences. ‘fﬁé German Democratic Republic, too, believes that the
existing favoureble‘conditions, particularly with regard to regional ¢onf11cts.

- should be ‘used to-resolverthem - given political realism on‘the part of all
invoiued - in a,lesting and just way. |

Tne Middle East conflict's long history has knoun a number. of endeavours and
proposals to end iﬁ. And it has become evident that all those plans aiming at
bringing about éepa:ate solutions to individual problems wete4doomed td failure.
It is, therefore; all the more understandable that the idea of convening an
inte:natibnallMiddle East peace conference is supported by almost all States.
There 15 alsc far—reeching agreemznt in that tne five permanent members of the
United Nations'Security‘Council_gndmell interested parties, incIuding the PLO as
the only 1egitimate ;epresentative of the Palestinian people, should patgicipete in

such a conferencé on an equal footing. 1In order for such a conference to be
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,successfel, the interests of all parties invoived in a political settlement would
have to be ddly takeh into accoune.

In the face of continuing‘and even escalating acts ef‘vioieﬁce.agaihst the -
Palestinian population, a speedy beginnlng of the Middle East peace conference is
urgently requ1red The most effective way to achieve that would be a decision by
‘the Securlty,Cpuncil allowing for at 1east preparatory steps. When adopting‘
resolution 598 (1987) on the settlement of the confiict between‘Irah and Iraq and
resolutions 628 (1988) and 629 (1988) on| Namibia, the Security Council provedi‘
capabie of acting consistently and unanimously. Where the solution of the problems
in the Middle East is concerned, a similar commitment_could give fresh impetus to a
speedy settlement of that conflict, too, and could'vieibly increase the authority
of the Security COuﬁcii and the United Nations as a whole.v.We hold it necessary

for the,Secretary-General to continue his efforts for convening the conference.
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The uprising of the Palestinian people, which has been going on for moﬁe than
one year now, has clearly and tragically shown that the Palestinian people can nob
longer bé refused the implementation of its inalienable rights. From this rostrum
my delegation reaffirms its uhqﬁalified solidarity with the heroic‘éttuggle that
the Palestinian people is waging to end the Israeli occqpation and td establish an.
independent State. The United Nations may ﬁlso_rest assured that the German
Democratic Republic &ill go on doingkwhatevgr it can when it comes to making a

contribution towards'progress on the road to a political resolution of the Middle

East conflict.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the German Democratic

Republic for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Bangladesh. I invite him to take'a
place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. MQHIUDDIN (Bangladesh): Mr. President, it is a matter of pride and

pleasure for my delegation to see you presiding over the Security Council pot only'
because of your prodigious abilities and personal qualities, but also because my
people hold your country, Nepal, close to their hearts. I‘wouid at the same timé
compliment your predecessor, Mr. Iémail Razali of Malaysia, on the remarkable
leadership he imparted‘to the Council in the preceding ménth. He was able to
vindicate the trust that his friends and admirgﬁs had resposed in hinm.

It ié a matter of utter and profopnd sadness not just for me but for all who
are gathered here, and eveh for others beyond these halls, to see thé international
community éo inért and helpless before the obduracy of Israel, which has chosen to

-turn a deaf ear to the voice of reason and sanity. As we gather here to take stock
of the situation in the occupied Palestinian tercitories, my delegation jOiﬁS

previoué speakers in the expression of concern and ihdignation over the continued
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worséniné of-the situation in ﬁhe area. If the anguish of the'people of Palestine
is a grgat tragedy, our tolerance of Israeli atrocities is a mortal sin.

Thg sufferings‘of tbé people of Palestine has been excruciating. Shooting of
innocent men, women and children, razing their heartﬁs and homes, depriving tﬁem 6f
food and wéﬁer, and robbing them not only of their rights but also of ﬁheir human
dignity are affronts‘tq humanity. |

The litany of Isréeli atrocities perpetrated in the éccupied territory is
inordinately long. Suffice it to refervté variéus reports éonfirming thag ﬁhe
human rights situation in the occupigd ferritories has worsened tremendously sihce
thevbeginning of the upriéing.’ The recent publiéation ofAthe United‘Nations
Division for éalestinian Rights, entitled"Developments affecting Pélestipian
rights"™, reported that more than 400 Palestinians ha?e been kilied and nea;ly
50,000 wounded during the first yeariof the intifidah. |

Thé United States State Department'é recent report on human righté has also
mentioned_fa sdbStantiai’increase in humaﬁ rights violations" in the occupied
territories by the Is;aeli authorities. It has also reported on "widespread
beatings of unarmed Palestinians who are in the uprising and élso 6f persons notz
involved". »The United States had also viewed deportation of Palesiinians as a
contravention‘of Ehe Fourth Geneba Convention.

. Despite the brutality of the fepression, the unique resistance, intifidah,
continues in the occupied Palestinian territéries. It is our belief that neither
force, nor repression nor any measures of brutality can ever extingui;h the‘flames
‘of the uprising. .

Bﬁt what must this Council do? ‘Can it afford inertia any longer? Clearly;

time is of the essence. Every day the tragedy continues to widen. . This Council
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~_must intensify action to ensure Israeli compliance with the Geneva‘Convention of

1949.  If it does not heed-rhe Council's formal resolutions, it is the bounden duty
of all members, collectively and severally, to try to persuade the Israeli
authorities to behave humanely. |

And then we must tackle the.problem at ite root. . The problem of Palestine is
not intractable. The essential elements for a just, equitable and lasting solution

 have already been identified. The first step would be the convening of the

International Conference on tbe Middle East, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 38/58 C. |

That sufficient agreement has emerged in the Security Council, where all
members believe in the desirability ef an ihternational conference on the Middle
East, has heightened our expectations. Regrettably, however, di fferences on
procedural matters remain unresolvedr In this context.we agree with the
Secretary-General's observation in his report (5/20294) that in the prevailiné
circumstances it is insufficient to concentrate solely on procedural matters rather
than to address fuhdamental questions. We believeAthat the loss of lives and the
untold sufferings of the Palestinian people make it imperative more than ever
before for the Security Council to act now with a sense of urgency to ensure
withdrawal of Israel from the occupied territories. We also-call upon the members
of the Security Council, in particular its permanent menbers, to take necessary
measures in translating into reality the letter and spirit of Seeurity Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). |

It is time for words to be matched by deeds. 1In this regard Qe reaffirm our
support to the setting up of a preparatory commirtee within the £ramewerk of the
Security Council to undertake measures with a view to an early convening of the

international conference.
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Bangladesh believes that the path ﬁo the solution of the crisis lies through
such a conference. But then in such a meeting the Palestinians ﬁust be représented
by their sole, legitimate representative, the Palestine”Libefation Organization
(PLO), or else all such efforts would come to naught.

In this context we Qelcome the resumption of dialogue between thevUnited
States and the Palestine Liberatidn Organization. It has opened up new vistas for
a ﬁegbtiated peace in the Middle East. This must be readily seized.

i would be remiss here if I did not mention the fresh prospects for peace that
have been created by the historic proclamation of the independent Palestinian State
in November last year. I take pride in mentioning that Bangladesh was one of the
first to accord recognitién to the State of Palestine. The number of cquntries
that have recogﬁized independent Palestine has swelled to 94.

The pursuit of a solution to the Palestine issue is the responsibility of us
all. We must act and act quickly, because delay would mean further loss ofilife
and more human sgffeting in the occupied terfitories. |

| I conclude in prayer for the success of our collective efforts towards findiﬁg
‘a just, equitable and lasting solution to this problem.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Bangladesh for his kind

‘'words addressed to me and to my country.

The next speaket'is the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran. I

invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. MAHALLATI (Islamic‘Republic of Iran) (interpretation from Arabic):

'Glory to Him who‘did take His Sérvant for a journey by night from the
Sacred Mosque to the Mosquebof Al-Agsa, whose precincts we did bless in order
that we might show Him some bf our signs; for He is One Who heareth and seeth

(all things)."™ (The HoLy‘Koran, XVII:1)
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(continued in English)

After regiting a verse from the §oly.xoran which clearly demonstrates the
importance of the Mosque of Al-Aqsa and the land of Palestine for the Muslims, I
would like to begin my statement by commemorating the memory of all Palestinians
who were martyred by the zionist forces of occupation which attémpt in vain to

suppress the glorious uprising of the Palestinians in the occupied land.
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Mr. President, it gives m& delegation pleasure‘to congratulate you on your
assumption of the presidency of tne Security Council for this month. I sm
confident that, in view of your vast experience as the representative of the
friendly country of Nepal, the Security Council will, under your able leadership.
exert its utmost effort to fulfil its task.’ I also wish to extend my felicitations’
to Ambassador Ismail Razali, the Permanent'Representative of Malaysia, for the
'skilful manner in which he'conducted the work of the COuncil’duting}the month of .

v Januar&. |

_The tragic occupation of Palestine, which has seriously disturbed the peace
and security of the region and has led to the homelessness of Palestinian people
and their present plight, constitutes the central theme of a great_part of
contemporarf world politics, the fundamental issues being the future of millions of
Palestinians, their land, their aspirations and their inalienable right to
self -detérmination, independence and the establishment ot their‘own Palestinian i
State.  Since the usurpation of Palestine,lpalestinians have been subjected to
'~unspeakable violence, terror and appalling crimes. |

Under such oircunstances. Palestinians d:iven from-theit_homeland or living
under the oppression'of the Zionist régime, had no choice but to rise and struggle
for the restoration of their own legitimate rights. Whenever the Palestinians have
inten51fied their struggle to free themselves of the zionist subjugation and to
liberate their homeland from the zionist'occupation,-the usurper regime has
resorted to the most oppressive and inhumane measures and the most sophisticated
weapons systems in order to preserve the status guo and ‘enhance its domineeting

}
expansionist policies. The teaction of the Zionist regime to the recent uprising

has been no’ exception to this rule.
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On 9 December 1987, the heroicAuprising of Palestinians began. The uprising
is the public expression of rejection of oppression and occupation = a demand for
4 self-determination and national independence. There is nothing new'about‘the
objecti#es and'aspirations of the Palestinian people in the occupiea territories
because they have longed and strived for the liberatioh of all Palestine for
40 years. There is, however, something quite new and extraordinary which marks the
recent uprising and guarantees its success - that is the .phenomenal perseverance,
the unbreakabie will power, fhe willingness to pay dearly, the sétong commitment to
the cause Qemonstrated by each and every Palestinian of the occupied territories,
irrespective of their sex or age, for whom struggle, commitment andxmartyrdom.have
become the integral culture of resistance to Zionist occupation. It is:' the
Palestinians under occupation who are leadihg other Palestiniaﬁs. Arabsvaﬁd(Muslims
in the world as a whole in the ﬁoly struggle againsﬁ oppression and Zionism. I
regret that many of us are not even. loyal and consistent followers.

The Israeli savage though futile iron~-fist policy to sustain occupation and
subjugation has not brbken‘the Palestinian will. It has broken thousands of
‘Palestinian bones and heads. It has martyred 500<Palestinians, wounded 50,000 and
imprisoned many other thousands. 1 wish that the members of the Council were able
to perceive a hypothetical situation where the shoe-was on the other foot. It =
woulq be interésting to see how the Council would react.

In addition to various restrictive measures intensified against the civilian
population in the framework cf|the iron~fist policy, the Zionist usurpets‘have
continued to take administrative and economic measures to keinforce their control
over occupied territories. ‘fhese ﬁeasurés, combined with the poiicyrof
establishing "Zionist settlements',vare aimed at altering the political, religious,

cultural and demographic features of Palestine. These factors have all contributed
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to the deteribration of the situation, leading to the glorious uprising of the
Palestinian people. To quell the uprising ofvPalestinians, the Zionist base has
increased the extent of its crimes against the people and resorted to furﬁher acts
of Btutality in recent days, which has'resﬁlted in an increasing number of
casualties, Hundreds of Palesfinians have been martyred by sécu;ity forces and
Zionist settlers.

Undoubtedly, the savagery of the régime occupying Quds against Palestinians,
who fight with empty hands ana resist the occupiers armed with modern weaponry,
shows the Zionist régime's anxiety over the growth and further strengthening of
such a deep-rooted movement and resistance; a resistance which is gaining mpmentum
and which will continue unabated until the objedtive éf freedom and liberation of
the entire land of Palestine is achieved.

The Zionist pérsiStence in its continued occubation of Palestine and sections
of other Islamic and Arab lands, its unprecedented crimes perpetrated in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip against civilians, the bombardment of Palestinian camps and the
massacre of innocent Palestiniahbrefugees - all derive from a savage and mad
mentality prevalent in the Zionist hierarchy, a mentality based oﬁ heedlessness,
not oniy to the principles of international law and resolutions of the General |
Assembly and Security Council but also to the basic principles of humanity and

clvilized behaviour. This mentality has allowed the Zioﬁist régime to pursue its
policies of occupation and expansionism despite international condemnation.

In order to prevent‘the Israeli atrocities, the»Security Council adopted
resoiutions 605 (1987), 607 (1983) and 608 (1988) and céndemned the Israeli
praciices, calling upon the Zionist régime strictly to observe the Fourth Geneva
Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. 'The

Security Council also called for a just and comprehensive settlement of the
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Arab-Israéli conflict. Wha£ was the reaction of the authorities of the Zionist
régime to these calls for sanity? Nothing but continued heedlessness and contempt.
| As long as Paiestine is occupied, tenéion and bloodshed will continue. The

only possible éolution is thtough the realization of the rights of Palestinians to
-self—dete:mination And'the establishment of their own independent State in all of
rtheir territory. This must, without hesitation, be the maﬁor concern 6f the
1ntern§tional community. |

‘ Paléstine is an Islamic territory, an Islamic keritage, and it remains an
Islamic point of identity. The land of Palestine is the platfofm of the ascension
of the Prophet Mohammad; its significance is that it contains the first Kiblah
direction - towards which Muslims prayed. Its occupation by Zionist usurpers is a
transgression against all Muslims of the world and its liberatioh ié therefore a
great religious obligation and commitment.

. The people and Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran. together with
hundreds of millions of Muslims of the world, while condemning strongly the
» occﬁpatiqn of;Palestine and policies and practices ;hat have contributed to that
illegal occupation, suépor: the holf struggleiof»Palestinians and will extend gll
assistance tq ensure thé emancipation of the entire land of ?alestine._

Finally it has to be stressed that the United Nations has a special
responéiyility in the search for a solutionvto the question of Palestine. .It
should utilize all iﬁs resources to end the zionist occupation'and,to restore the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to establish their own independent
-State in the entire-léﬁd of Palestine. The sooner that happens, the faster peace
and tranquillity will tetufn:to the region. The 1mmedlate task of the Security

Council, however, is td fulfil its obligation under the Charter of the United.
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Nations and to bridle ‘the maverick zionist security forces and settlers who are
running wild and armed to the teeth among -the unarmedfPalestinianS'of the occupied

territoriés and Quds.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Islamic Republic of
Iran fer his kind words addressed to me and to my cbuﬁtry.

The next speaker is the representative ef Japan. I iﬁvite bim to take a place

at-the‘Counc;I:table-ahd fo make his statement. | |

Mr. KAGAMI (Japaﬁ): I wishato congratuiate you, Sir, on your assdmption
.of the presidency of €he.Security Council for the month of Febfdaty. I am |
confident that with'the benefit of your geidance and diplomatic skill the work of
the Council will be fruitful. I should also 11ke to express my appreciaﬁion for
the exemplary ﬁanner in whicﬁ your predecessor, Ambassadof Ismail Rezali>of
Malaysia, conductea the Council's work during the month of January.

‘ { would further like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation fer
ﬁhe kind words of condolences on the demise of the lete Emperer Showa expressed
during a p;eceding‘meetiﬁg of the Council.

The Gavernmentvof 5apan is deeply concerned over the situation in the occupied
Eerritories, thch seems to grow more violent with each passing day. Particularly
disturbing are the almost-daily reports of casualties among the Baleetinian
civilian population. It is the-growing urgency of the situation fhat has compelled |
my delegation to participate ih the present deiiberations of the Council.

In listening to the statements of my colleagues I am impressed'by_the strength
of the‘conviction that the present situation iﬁ the occupied territories is-
intolerable and must be resoleed without further delay. It is'elear to ail ef us
that the suffering the Palestinian people in the occupied territories will continue
until a‘just, lasting and comprehensive peace is attained.' Japan has long ipsisted
‘that such a peece must be realized on the basis ofVSecurity Couneil
resolutions 242 (1967) end 338 (1973) and the recognition of the Palestinian

people's right to self—determination. Specifically,,peace in the:Middie East
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should be achieved as quickly as possible through, first, the withdraWai of
Israel's armed forces from all territories it’has'occupied since 1967;,secondly,
the recognition of the Palestinian oeople's right to self-detetmination, inclnding
the right to establish an independent State and,"thiroly, the recognition of
Israel's right to.existt | |

Careful consideration must be given.to the legitimate‘security requirements of
all the countries and the_aspirations of ell the peoples in:the region, including
the Palestinian people. It is the view of Japan that the Palestine Liberation‘
Organization (PLO) represents the Palestinian people. AThus; in order to advance
the cause of peace{in the Middle East Japan believesiit is essential that Israel.
and the PLO recognize each other's position,andcthat the'PLo'participatevin the
peace frocess. .

In a word, our objective is IsraeliePalestinian coexistence, on the basis of
Israel's right to exist and the Palestinian people '8 right to self—detetmlnationp
including the rightrto establiSh an independent State. The)DecIatation of an
independent State oy.the Palestine National Council isl‘in-our_view, of great'
significance as an expression of the Palestinian people's long-cherished and 1

_ . | : ;
legitimate aspiration to nationhood. |

It is clear to us that peaceful coexistence between‘ the israeli and
Palestinian peoples can only be echieved throngh negotiations by all tne parties
concerned, with Israel and the PLO as the principel'patties.“ | | »

The validity of that position, which the Government of Japan has consistently
maintained, has been further strengthened by the'significsnt ceveiopments.towards
peace thet heve been made subsequent to the meeting of the Palestine National

Council in Algiers last November. Those developments inCIude the declatation of

the establishment of the State of Palestine, Chairman Arafat s announcement of
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moderate and realistic policies to be pursued by the‘PLo and thexcommencement of

the dialogue between the United States and the PLO. I wish to reaffirm Japan's
intention to support vigorously the peace-making efforts being undertaken by the
parties concerned and to help keep alive the current momentum for peace, which is

too precious to lose.,

In particular Japan appeals for the early'convehing of an internetibﬁal
conference 1n~whieh all the partiee, iﬁcluding the PLO, will pafticipate.' We are
‘all aware of the conflicting views as to the modality of such an international
confe;ence and would urge all parties to do their utmost to establish a”commonj
g;dund that will make theiconvening of such a coﬁfefence possible.

In that connectioﬁ Fhe ective effort the Secretaryfceheral is currently
pﬁrsuiné to bring about beace in the Middle East should be commended and fqrther
encouraged as a meané to that end. We understand from the statement made by the
Israeli delegationeonvFriday of last week that the Government of Israel does not
 exclude the. possibility of the Secretary-General's invqlvement in the peace
process, and we note that with interest. | - |

We were encouraged thet at the General Aesembly meetings held in Geneva last
Deceﬁber the resolution on the conference was adopted by an overwhelming majority
of Membef:States. The Govefnment»of Japan particularly welcomed the statement of
the Palestine National Council that such an intefnational conference shguld be held
on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) aﬁd 338 (1973), among
others. The statement was an important step foiWard and was inst;umental in
gaining broad\internatienal support for the conference.

Further, my Government noted with great appreciation Chairmaanfafat's clear
tenunciation of terrorism, as that too will contribute to cfeating an environmeht

in which peace negotiations can begin. .
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it ié no exaggeration to say that those new and positiVe-developments were
bréught about, at least in part, by the uprising. By showing the world that a
policy of force and repression cannéh ensure any degree of calm in the area, the
Palestinians in the occupied territories Have focused our attention on the urgent
need fér a negotiated éeace. Moreover, the uprising has strengthened the
Palestinian peopie's sense of idéntity and their éonvictionbthat they are entitléd
té the right of self-determinatioh.

At the same time a careful observer of'the éituation will notice thaﬁ‘the
uprising has caused a subtle change in the thinking of the Palestinian people both
inside and outside thé occupied‘tetritories, for there is now a gene;al recognitidn
of the need for a practical and concrete strategy t0~at;ain their gdél. The
politiéalvstatement of the Palestine National COﬁncil can be considered as a clear
manifgstation of tﬁis new thinking, which is apparently directed towards a peaceful
settlemenﬁ to be achieved through negotiations. 1Indeed, we must understand that
behind tbe current desperate acts of the Palestinians in the occupied territories

is the longing for peace and avbrighter future,
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The worsening situation in the occupled territories is all the more
unfortunate in'the light of those developments. As in any situation where tensions
rﬁn high and violence is endemic, mutual restraint by all the parties concerned is
crucial. It should be stressed, however, that Israel, as the occupying Power, must
_bear the responsiblitx of protecting the civilian population in the occupied
territories. That Israel, in utter disregard of Security Council resoLutiohs
607 (1988)‘and 608 (1988), continues to insist that the Fourth Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War does not apply to the
situation in the occupied territories, is deplorable. 1Its refqgal to reconsider
its position on the deportation of Palestinians is likewise reprehensible.

I must also éeiterate my Government's coﬁdemnation of the excessive use of
force by the Israeli authorities against Palestinian civilians. The use of plastic
bullets, the arbitrary detention of civilians and the demolitioﬁ of the homes of
civiiians only result in an escalation of the violence. Oncé again the Government
of Japan implores Israel to show utmost restfaint in the territories.

The G§vernment of Japan has repeatedly expressed to Israel its grave concern
o§er the excessive measures taken against the Paleétiniah.people‘ Those méasures
are particularly unfortunate now, as théy run counter to the peace momentum that is
being generated in the Middle East. It is time that Israel acknowledged the strong
appeals of the international community and recognized the gravity of the situation
by takihg a more flexible and constructive pésition in order to achieve a peaceful
solution.

As we continue to strive to attain a negotiated settlement, we must not forget
the need to alleviate-tﬁe social §nd economic difficulties besetting the
Palestinian people. Indeed, tbosé difficulties have been aggravated this past"

year. The Government of Japan has taken steps to increase significantly its
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contributions to the United Netions Development Programme (UNDP) and the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for ‘Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)} in
a sincere effort to improve the quality of life of the Palestinians in the occupied
territories.

Important though it is, however, humanitarian assistance cannot in itself
bring about a peaceful settlement of this fundementally political issue. And it
seems that all the parties concerned agree on at least one point - namely, that the
sﬁatus quo in the occupied territories is intolerable. The need for change is
' apparent to any reasonable person.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Japan for the kind words he.

addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 1
invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. TREIKI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): I wish
at ehe outset to express my delegation's sincere congratulations to you, Sir, on
your assumétion of the presidency of the Council for this month. 1In the light of
my knowledge of you and my long friendship‘withbyou, and in view of your diplomatic
skill and great ability, I am sure you will lead the Council's_work to the desired
goal.

I also congratulate your predeCessorf~our'friend Iemail Razali, Permanent
éepresentative of Malaysia, on the outstanding skill and vast diplomatic experience
with which he conducted the work of the Council last month.

I'ﬁas very hesitant to eome te address the Security Council. I wondered
- whether I could say anything new - although there are always new deveiopmentsz new
martyrs fall daily; children's bones are broken every day; there are nass

deportations; there are detentions; there is much more.
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The Security Council has met several times to discuss this question. Iﬁ has
issued statements'which, while toned down, remain in the afchives of-the:United
Nations. Those archives are full of such statements;' The right of veto has at
times been used to thwart the adoption of draft resolutions.

Everyone knows inhuman aéts aré carxied out in the occupied territories and
throughout Palestine. Evétyone condemns theﬁ. Evgryoné knows there have been
hundreds of martyrs and thousands of dgtainees, and that the number of detainees¢
deportees and martyrs is constantly rising. But what action has been taken so far
to put an end to this? The subject is treated as though it were a- mere
humanitarian question or a question of stone-throwin§ children whose parents' homes
are demolished, whose parents are gaoled and tortured, their bones broken, and more.

But this is a far larger QueStion. It is the tragedy of an entire people
uprooted from its land more than 40 years ago, displaced from its hdmeland, And
persecuted even in its diaspora, its leaders murdered, destroyed by military
planes. The Security Council has met to discuss.ﬁhat and.adoptedjresolutions on -
the subject.

But the occupiers say, "No; we haée annexed Jérusalem»and I shéll stay there
despite all your resolutiéns. We have annéxed ﬁhe Syrian quan Heighté and we
shall stay there". Most of them actually say that the West Baqk is an integral
paft of‘ﬁhe Israéli entity, calling it "Judea and Samaria®. Now, some of_them are
saying that southern Lebanon is actually ﬂnorthern‘lsrael' - that is, a pat£ of
Istael. We have all heard the Israeli representative say in this Chambet.that they

- 'will continue to pursue the same policy and will not be deterred.
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The Council speaks of the Geneva Conventions, and they reject them. bthe
Council speaks of the Charter, and they cynically disregard it. What, then,tis:the
solution? This is the third day the Council has met; it has heard many statements |
nand will hear many more. They were good statements expressing the positions of
countties. But theVCounoil remains helpless. Under the United Nations Charter'
the‘Security‘CbOncil bears a sbecial responsiblity for the maintenence of‘
international peace and security.v But peace is deteriorating and security is
‘oonstantlylthreatened in the region because of the israeli entity's'acts of

aggression and expansion.
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What will,the.sécutity Council do on this occasion in particular? Some may

say that we are not being rational. But is it ratioﬂal‘to aCcépt“occupation? Is
it rational to regard the innocent child throwing stones as a terforist? Is it
rational that the 1nnocent'phild‘whb throws stonesvbecaﬁse he wants to live as a
human bein§ on his own land should see his father's house_demdlished and his
fathe;'s car confiscated? When we were children Qe studied ;he Code of Hamﬁurabi.
We always found these rules véry strange. But we are now seeing even harsher and
more cruel rules.being applied.

The egperienée of the Qnited Nations Qith South Africa should serve'as a
pioneefing experience. The iinternational COmmunity; putsuing a realistic policy
towards the apartheid régime, imposed an econoﬁic boycott which forced the white -
minority régime to accept reality, go to the negotiaﬁing table and accept the
independence of Namibia - which we shali iﬁdeed soon see. That is the result Qf'
action by the international community. We shall also ptobably see a chande in the
nature of the agarthéid régime in South Africa. |

That should be ‘an example to us of the benefits of acting together% The
international commgnity must not confine itself to resolutions. Many resoluﬁions
have been adopted by the General‘Assembly; many have been adopteﬁ also by the
Security Council. But what is required is action. The bones of children will
contlnué to be broken, despite our condemnation,‘because the Councii‘has not taken
practical action - and I saf'ihis.with all respect for thé Councii«- to put an end
to these acts of repression. Territories will éontinué tokbe annexed if no |
prgqtical action‘is taken.

It is'high time to implement Chapter VII of the Charter and to take préctical
measures to put an end to these acts of aggress&on, to this‘disregard of.all

international norms. | L [
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There are some who are touchy about this question and others who regard it as

marginal. They call upon the Palestinians to lay down their weapons. They even
call upon the Palestinians to exercise caution in what they say{ But the
aggreesor, the occupier, is left free to kill, displace, ceport and destroy with
impunity. We do not believe that a solution lies in providing the zionist entity
with cillions of dollets or with thousands of immigrants. We shall onlybsee more
settlements and more déeportations and fureher intransigence.

Hence, the optimum solution is practical action by the Security Council. ‘No
matter what the resolution the Council will adopt - and in any case we believe that
it will not be adopted in the desired form - it will be io no avail. It better
behoves the Council to hold a closed meeting to discuss practical measures for
putting an end to the carnage and the vioiations~cf humen-righcs in Palestine.

That would be more useful and fer more-important'then.Listening to all these
statements - most of which, including_my own, are emotional.

The United Nations, which has adopted resolutions on the question of Palestine
and which agreed to membership by the Zionist racist régime, bears a Special
responsibility towards the Palestinians, who have been dtsplaced for more than
40 years. They have been required to make many sacrifices - end they have made
them. The Palestinian people have procably acted in a manner ccntrary to their
convictions. But they have Yet,to see some justice done. We are still in the same
political situation. ‘Despite our absolute belief in the importance of the United
Nations - indeed. the small countries and pecplesllcok to the international
Organization to protect their ihdependence - -we and many ofﬁour‘peoples have come
to regard the United Nations in general and the Security Counc11 in part1cu1ar as a -
wailing wall, where tears are shed but no action is taken._ We hope that for once

the Council will depart from its usual behaviour and will affirm to. the world that
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it ca shoulder its tesponsibilities and put an end to aggtession and occupation.
ik

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Ldbyan Arab Jamahiriya

for his kind words addressed to me.
The next speaker is the-representative of Czechoslovakia. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. ZAROTOCKY (Czechoslovakia): May I first of all extend to you, Sir,

our conoratulations on yoor assumption of the presidency of the Security Council
for February and ;d wish you much success in this responsible pos:. At toe.same
eime, I should 1ike to take the opportunity to'express our recognition of the
unswerving efforts exerted by the Permanent Representative of Malaysia in his work
as President of the Security Council last month..

Only a few weeks have passed since the approval-by’an overwhelming majority of
' States at the forty—~-third session of the General Assembly of a wbole series of
resolutions concerning the situation in the Middle East and in the occupied Arab
territories, condeming the Israeli occupation of the Arab territories and
expressing full support for the inalienable rights of the people of Palestine.‘ In'
spite of this, the Security COunLil is again compelled to hold a series of meetings
to take a decisioh on serious and brutal Qiolaiions of the rights of the population
of the occupied tefritories.

The situation in theyoccdpied territories is ver§ gsave. Protests there have
reached massive dimensions, showing’unequivocally that the Palestinian people.are
never going to become reconciled to the Israeli occupétion and the brutal
represSion by  the occupiers, However, Israel continues its dangerous practice of
playing with fire. Murders and the bashing of demonstrators are téking place, as

well as raids in which the houses of 1nnocent ‘persons are demolished

i
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The rbot of thé present situation is the cqntinuing Isréeli»occﬁpatiqn of the
Arab téttito;ies of Gazé,'the West Bank, the Golan Heiéhts, southern Lebanon and
also East Jerusalem. Israel occupied thése.territories by force, retains control
over thém by fsrce, and uses force té rendervimpossible the implementation of the
inalienable rights of the ?alestinian péople ; primarily the riéht to
self-determination, inéludihg the establishment of their own State.

The violence pefpet:ated by £he Israeli occupie;s against ﬁhe Palestinians
must open the eyes also of those who perhaps believe that supporting tbe invader,
tolerating his aggqressiveness orvseeking separaté deais with him cén make peéce‘ahd
stability in the region possible.‘ As has been proved by decades of practice, the
opposition is true. All the steps in that'diréctibn that have been taken so far

have led only to an aggravation of the situation.
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The question of Palestine const1tutes a very serious international problem.
Therefore, a settlement must be comprehensive, just and lasting. That is the kind
of solution pursued by the proposal for the convening, under the‘auspices of the
'United Nations, of an international peace conference on rhe Middie East with‘the
participation of all parties involved in the conflict, including, on an equal
footing, the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sole, legitimate |
representative of the Palestinian people, as well as the five permanent members of
the Security Council.

The chances of holding such a conference are growing, doe,rinter alia, to the
approval by the.Paleatine National Council of Security Couacil
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), which demand recognition of the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and political indepeadence of all States in the Middle East.
The condition, of course, is that the other side responds to this act of realism in
an equally realistic manner.

Hardly conceivable against this background is the poSition of the 1Israeli
"Government , which rejects the relevant Security Council and General Assembly
resolutions and does not want to understand that avpeaceful and coﬁprehensiVe
solution. of thié problem is in the interesﬁyof Israel as much as in that of the
other parties concerned. Ar the same time, we are aware that the relations between
Israel and the Palestinians are extreﬁely complicated; The burden of many decades
of motual mistrust and hatred is very heavy. There is no doubt that a solution
will not be easy. Yet real hope is emerging.

We consider‘it necessary in the present situation to step up the acrivity of
the Security Council in order to create realistic prerequisites for a just solution

of the question of Palestine. The Israeli rejection of concerted United Nations
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efforts in the form of an international conference is a blihd alley from which no
escape is possible through armed fOrcé or separate deals, a fact which has been .
confirmed quite convincingly by the past 22 years as well as by recent‘events.

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic fully supports the rights of the
Palestinian‘people to self-determination, including the establishment of their own
State. Therefore, we shall continue to extend political éupport to:thé'just
struggle of the heroic Palestinian people and hope that these Security Cpuncil
meetings will be yet andther significant step towards the implemenﬁation of the
justified démands of the people of Palestine. That ié why we expect all fivé |
permanent members of the Security Council ‘to fulfil with full resolve the mandate
conferred upon them by the relevant General Assembly resolutions>and to initjate
the wofk of the preparatory committee for the intérnational Middle East conference.

We are firmly convinced that it is necessary to continue all efforts of the
United Nations to achieve the unconditional withdrawal of the Israeli forces from
all territories occupied since 1967 and to enable the attainmentiby the Paléstinian
people of their inalienable rights, including the establishment of their own
State. Only in such a way éan peace, secﬁrity and stability for all}in the region

be brought to life.

Thé PRESIDENT:Y I thank the representative of Czechoslovakia for his kind
words addressed to me. |
" The lést,speaker for this meeting is the representative of the Ukrainian.
Soviet Socialist Republic. 1T invite him to take a piace at the Council table and
to make his statement.

Mr. OUDOVENKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from

Rugssian): Sir, T should like first of all to welcome you as President of the

Security Council. I wish you the best of success in your conduct of the Council's
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work for this month. Everyone is familiar with your great diplomatic experience
and your profound knowledge, which you use skilfully in your wo;k.in the most
varied bodies of the United Nations, in particular the Special Committee against
Apartheid. The high authority and respect you enjoy among delegations'at the
>United Na;ions‘Will_dQubtless enable you to fulfil in -the best possible way the
duties of President of the Sécurity Council in the consideration . of the critical
situation whicﬁ continues to dévelop in the.occupiéd Palestinian territories.

I also wish to pay a tribute to your predecessor in the presidency, the
Permanent Representative of Malaysia, Ambassador Ismail Razali,‘wh015g¢cessfully
conducted the work of the Council last month.

‘There have been few optimistic assessments and forecasts in the last few years
about the situation in the Middle East., The deadlocked situation .which has come
about there an¢ the absence of any substantial shifts in the positions of the .
interested parties have left little room for reflection. Last year reminded us
that in‘politics no permanent deadlocks can occur. Events which: started in the
occupied territories towards the end of 1987 radically altered. the wﬁole Middle
East situation.

~ More than a year ago, the Secretary-General submitted a report to the Security
Council in document-s/19443, which even then fully confirmed the fact that the mass
demonstrations of Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip had taken
on the dimensions of a broad popular uprising. The Secretary—General's':epcrt.
‘which contained facts about casualties among the civilian population, mass arrests,
deportations and other mass violations of elementary human rights in the occupied
tercritories, has become an illustration of the full tragedy of the situation of the

Palestinians.
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The question of thé situation in the occupied territories has been on the
agenda of various United Nations orgaqs for more than 20'yeats. Throughout all
those years the international community has witnessed the inhumane violent
practices of Israel, which are flagrant violations of the United Nations Charter
and the many decisions of the Security Council and the General Assembly. Those
actions also constitute a direét breach of £he provisions of the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 1949 ‘and other fundamental international legal instruments. The
eritical nature of the‘situation‘in the Paléstinian territories has long been
evident, as has been convincingly testified to by the numerous facts and objective
and impartial assessments and conclusions contained in the latest report of the
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Poéulation'of‘the Occupied Territories, document A/43/694. A new.confirmation
of that has been provided recently by the participants in the session of the
Commission on Human éights in Geneva.

- Reflecting the strengthened determination to resist terror and the atrocities
 of ‘the Iétaeli authorities in thé occupied tegritories, theiseCurity Céuncil in
resolutions 605 (1987), 607 (1988) and 608 (1988) expressed deep concern about the
events taking place there, condemned the Israeli policy of»the deportation of
Palestinians.ana demanded their return to their EOmelahd.

+ However, therfficial deblarations of the Israeli leaders have left no doubt
that they intend to continue to follow é éolicy of annexation and colonization and
to rule in the occupied territories with an iron'fisﬁ. rhe Intifadah has made
evident the full failure of that‘policy.

" It was felt for many years in Israel that time was>on their side with respect
to the occupation and that resistance to the ocgupation and to expanéiqn would

weaken. But the opposite actually happened.
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The intifadah definitively destroyed the attempts made over more,ﬁhan-zo years
to hypnotize world opinion through the myth of the "benefits" of Israeli
colonization and the Palestinians' adaptation to it. It is also gutting‘an end to
the notion of the strategic benefits of territorial seizures that had come to be
widely held in Israeli.society. The opinion that the occupied lands would become a
kind of security buffer around Israel proved illusory. The threat to Israel's
security can only be truly eliminated by mutual security, relyiﬁ94oh an agreement
acceptable to all,.on'a balance of interests and co-operation. The Palestine
Liberation Organization (PID) clearly demonstrated its willingness,to espouse such
policies at the nineteenth special session of the Palestine National Council, which
adopted trqu historic documents. That williﬁgness was confirmed in the
Palestinian peace ihitiatives advanced by Mr. Arafat, the leader of the PLO, in his
statement before the General Assembiy in Geneva.

These steps by the Palestinian leadership have received a broad endorsement
from the international community , which seeks the early convening of an
international conferencé on the Middlé East in accordance wiﬁh United Nations
decisions. |

We wish to express our conviction that such a conference cannot fail to mark a
radical turning—poiﬁt inbthe process‘of a Middle East settlement and a solution to
the Palestinian problem. It is proper to point that the broad international
support for the idea of a c0nfeten¢e has come to be a practically unanimous
position of the Member States of Qhé United Nations. That was conficmed by the
General Assembly in resolution 43/176, adopted by a record number of votes, The
United Nations has once again demonstrated its ability to act as a catalyst by
promoting steps towards a settlement of the Palestinian problem.

The new situation in ﬁhe region requires a shift towards practical measures to

set in motion the mechanism for a conference and the elaboration, within thé
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framework of the Uhifed Nations, of a concrete stratégy and plans to provide
assistance to the partiéipants in the conference in establishing a comprehénsive,

. just and lasting peace in the Middle East. The United Natiéns has both the high
authority and the necessary capabilities to do this. 1In that regard, an
exceptionally important role belongs to the permanent membetsrof the Security

Council, who could, we feel, proceed to hdid consultations to consider related
issues. Resolution 43/176 is important in that it requests the Securit? Council to
considet measures necessary for the convening of a conference, including the

establishment of a preparatory committee.

My delegation considers that a conference on the Middle East must become a
truly plenipotgntiary, viable and flexible mechanism capable of elaborating
mutually acceptable solutions and decisions on a whole range of proﬁlems involved
in the Atab-Israeli conflict. 1In that regard, it is important that the format of
its work should not only not encroach upon Ehe rights and interests of any of the
parties, but also make it possible to uphold the principle of unconditional tespéct
for their sovereignty and independence and the right of eaéh people to
self-detekmination and to choose its own path to Aevelopment.

We take this opportunity to c¢all upon the Government of Istael again to
reconsider its position, to join in the broad international consensus in support of
the conference and to become involved in collective efforts designed to secure a
stable and just peace in the Middle East, which would be in the interests of all
States, and we are convinced, the people of Israel itselé; It is precisely the
collective discussion of the situation that has coﬁe about in the,Atab—I#raeli

conflict which in our opinion should now lead to a comprehensive settlement in the

Middle East.
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The time has come to prove that the blood of those who have fallen in the
intifadah has not been shed in vain. We appeal to the members of the Security
Council to take the necessary measures to put an end to Israel's cruel actions in
the occupied territories and to take the necessary practical steps to prepare an
international confezenée on. the Middle East.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic for his kind words addressed to me.
There are no further speakers inscribed on my list for this meeting. The next
meeting of the Security Council to continue the consideration of the item on the

agenda will be fixed in consultation with the members of the Council.

The meetingﬂtose at 6.35 p.m.



