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- The meeting was_called to order at 11.45 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

tm,
~

The "agenda was adopted.
THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF TUNISIA TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SEQURITY QOUNCIL (S/20454)

LETTER DATED 9 FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALES TINIAN PEOPLE ADDRESSED . TO THE

PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/20455)

The PRESIDENT: I shdu).d like to inform the Council that I have received
letters from' the representatives of qupt.' Israel; Jotdan, Kuwait the Syrian Arab
| Republlc, Tunisia and Yemen in whlch they request to be invited to partlctpate in
the d1scussmn of the 1tem on the Council's agenda. In conformty w1th the usual
Practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite thosel
representativbesb. to participate -in the disussioi’: wi thout the rigﬁt to vote, in
accordance with .the rélevant provisions of t.h‘e Chartervand rule 37 ofA the Council's
px:ovi>siona1 ‘rules-of procedure. |

There bemg no objectlon, 1t is so decided.

At the 1nv1tat10n of the Presldnnt, Mr . Badam. (Egypt), Mr. Bem (Israel),

Mr. Salah (Jotdan), Mr . Abulhasan (Kuwa1t), Mr. Al-Masri. (Syrian Arab Republic),

Mr. Ghezal (Tunls‘la) and Mr. Sallam {Yemen) took the places reserved for them at

the side of the Council Chamber .
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The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

a letter dated 9vFebru‘ary 1989 from the Chargé d‘'affaires ad interim of the

,Permanen't Obser ver Mission of Palestine to the United Nations, which has been

issued as document S/20456 and which reads as follows:
"I have the honour to request that, in accordance with its previous
" practice, the Securityv COunciI. invite' the Altern‘ate Permanent Observer of
Palestine to the United Nations to participate in the debate on the item
entitled 'The situation in the occupied territor_ies';" (5/204.56)

' The request ‘is not made pursuant to rule 37 or 'rule 39 of the provisional

-_‘"rules of procedure of the Security Council, but if 1t is approved the Council would
' mvxte the Alternate Permanent Obser ver  of Palestme to part:.cxpate, not under

~rule 37 or rule 39, but with the same nqhts of participatlon of rule 37.

Does any menber of the Secur ity\Counml WISh to- speak on this request”

| ‘ ‘Mr;‘OKUN (United States of Amenca): The United States will vote agamst
the proposai before the Secur ity Council on two grounds. F1rst, we believe that
the Counc11 does not have before it a valid request to speak. Second, the Un1ted

States maintains that the observer of the Palestine L1berat10n Organization (PLO)

.should be granted permission to speak only if the request complies w1th rule 39 of

: the rules _of prooedure.- In our view, it is unwarranted and unwise for the Council

to break with its own practice and rules.

Members of the Council, let us ask ourselves this question: Does a decision

' to break with our rules and procedures enlarge or diminish the Council's ability to

play a constructive role in the Middle East peace process? My delegation firmly
believes it diminishes ﬂ\is Council's ability o play such a role,
‘As all menbers of the Council are aware, it 1s lonq-estabhqhed practice tnat

Cbservers do not have the r:.ght to speak in the Securlty Council on then: own

RN
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request., Rather, a feq’ues‘t‘ must be made on thé observer's behalf by a Member
State. My Government sees no justification for an”ybdeparturevrfx:om this‘ prac_f_ice;

It is clear ‘that Général Assembly resolutions are notﬂbix:adiryag on the Secbrity
Council. Iﬁ any event, there ié nqthirig in' resolutions »recently adopted by'-the |
Assembly th;t'ﬁould Qarrant a change in Security Council pt:aétice. General
Assembly resolution 43/177, whiéh purported to change the designation of the PLO
Mission, did so | |

"without prejudice to the observer status and"functions of the Palestine

Liberation Organization within the United Nations system, in conformi ty with

relevant United Nations resolutions and practice”. (General Assembly

resolution 437177, para. 3)

‘,Th’at resolution doés ‘not constitute recogni‘ti'on of _ahy State of Palestine, and the
Uni ted Stai:és and the majority of the Membérs 6‘? Ehe United Nations do not ”
reé:ognize such a State.

The United States has consistently taken the position that'umvi'err the
provisional rule; of' procedure of -the Security _Council» the ohly legal basis on
which the Council may grant a hearing to per sons speakin‘g on behalf of
non-governfnéntal»epti ties is rule 39. ’

or fouf decades thé United States has supportéd a generous interpr/e{:'aéio;x/ o't;
rule 39 and would not object had this matter been appropriately raist;dl .‘undér '&mt ‘
rule. We ére, however ‘, opposed to special ad hoc c“lepar"tures from orderly ptocedur‘é‘.'

The Uﬁitéd States consequently épposés ‘extending to the PLO the same ri’gh'tf.s to
participate in the 'p:oceedings of the Sec‘:urify Council as 1f tha't'rorganization |
represented a Member State of the_ Uﬁited Nations. : We believe in listening to all
points of bvi'ew, but not if Ehat'requi\:es Qiolating thé'rules. In particular, the

United States does not agree with the recent practice of the Security Council which
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appears selectively to try to enhance the prestige of those who wish to speak in
the Counc11 through a departure from the rules of procedure. We consider this
| ~ special practice to be without legal foundation and f.o codstitute an abuse of the
rules.

For all of thes§ reasods the United States requests that the terms of the

proposed invitation be put to the vote. Of course, the United States will vote

t

‘against the proposal.

The PRESIDENT: If no other member of the Council wishes to speak at this

stage, I shall take it that the Council is ready to vote on the request by
Palestine, .
It is so decided.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favour: Algeria, Brazil, China, Colombia,‘Ethbiopia, Finland, Malaysia,
Nepal, Senegal, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia

Against: United States of America

‘Abstainings Canada, France, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland | |

The-PRFSiDENT: The result of the voting is as follows: 11 votes in

favourb, 1 against and 3 abstentions. The request has been approved.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Al-Ridwa (Palestine) took a place at

the Council table.

\

The PRESIDENT: - I should like to inform the Council that I have received

"a letter dated 10 February 1989 from the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise

of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, whidi reads as follows:
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"In my capacity ae Chairman of the Committee on the .Exetcise of.the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinlan People, I have the honour to request
“that the delegatlon of the Committee be invited bo part1c1pate m the ‘
forthcoming Aebate on the situation in the occupied Palestinian terntory,
ﬁlder rule 39 of .the. provisional rules of ptocedu‘rerof .the .Secﬁrity Councii".
'On previous occasions, the Secur ity Council has extended invitations to
representatives of other United ﬁatio’ns bodies  in connection with the consideratioq ‘
of matters on its agenda. - In accordance with past practice in this ‘n‘latter..i I
ptepose that the Council extend an ipvitatidn under rule 39 of its provisional
rules of procedure to the delegatioe of the Committee on the Exercise of t-he :
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

There being no objection, it is so dec1ded.

I should like to 1nform the Council that I have received a letter dated |
9 February 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Algeria t the Uruted Natmns,
which reads as follows:
"I have the honour to request that the Security -Council_t exterid an ‘
invitation under rule 39 of its previsional rules of ‘procedure to His
Excellency M. Ciovis Meksoud, fermanent Observer of the League of ‘Arab States o
to the United Nations, during the Council's discussion of the item preseritIY-
on its agenda". |
That letter will be circulated as a document of the Security Council under the
symbol S/20458. |

If 1 hear no objectmn, I shall take it that the Securxty Council agrees to
"extend an invitation to His Excellency Mr. C;Lovis Maksoud under rule 39 of its
provisional rules of procedure. |

There being no objection, it is so decided.
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- »Theyv Security Council wil]. now begin' its consideration vof the item on its
. "'agénda._' ' | |

. The »Security Council is méeting today in response to ‘the request contained in
a letter dated 8 February 1989 from the Permanent .Representat;ive of Tunisia to the
United Nations addressed to the P'résident.of the Security Council, document
" S/20454, and supported in a letter dated 9 February 1989 from the Chairman of . .the
‘Committee on the Exercise 6t‘ thé Inalienblle Rights of the Palestinian Peo§1e |

addressed to the President of the Security Council, document S/20455.
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I should like to draw thé'attent;ion of members of the Council also to document
$/2045), which ooﬁtains the text of a letter dated 7 Feb;uary 1989 from the Chargé
dlaffaires éd'interim of the Permarent Observer Mission of Palestine to the United

~ Nations addressed to the Secretary-General. | | |
S"( ) The first speaker_ is‘the representative’ of Péles'tiné, on whom I now call,
'2-06 56 |

Mr. AL-KIDWA (Palestine) (interpretation from 'Arabic:) : At the outset
allow me to express to you, éir, oﬁt'>congratu1ations4 on your assumf)tion of the
presidency of the Security CO\incil fdr this month We are pieased to see you
occupying this important post becausé of our personai ties with you and our special
relationship with your country. '

1 wish to express our thanks also to the Ambassador of Malaysia for the

excellent way in which he presided over the Security Council last month. We
appreciate the _efférts he made during his presidency. |

The Security Council is today considering the situation in the Palestinian
territor\y oqcupied by Israel six}ce'1967, including Jerusalem. While’ welcominé
that, we believe that in dealing with the situation tl';e Counc‘il should take iptO‘ ,
consideration three basic facts.

o First, the situation in our occupied Pales;tinian territory is indeed,’very‘
grave, as a result of the continued vimplemeritation by Israel, the occupying Power,, .
'o‘f‘ its oppressive policies and measures during the past 14 4months against ouf » |
peoples énd the escalation of those policies and practices as well as the éonstant'
introduction and impoSition of new meésures.

Secondly, the consideration of this giave sitﬁation by‘ the Counc_ilv is rather
tardy, coming as it does IIDte. than one year after thé ‘adoption of Council
resolution 608 (1988), of 14 January 1988 -~ the last 'resc.zlutioh’-concerning the
situation, since another resolution that the Council attempted to adopt wa.sv vetoed

by the United States on 1 February 1988. Furthermore, this nie'eting"is being held
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more than 10 months'éfter the last fofmal meeting to discuss the situation, which
’Qas convened in March 1988 and was attended by the A;ab Ministerial Committee.

- We shall not go into thé reasons for the delay. ‘For thése reasons might be a
source of embarrassment in the light of the United Nations Char ter ;nd the
obligations of the Sechrity Council, as well as the belief held by all the peoples
of ﬁhe wor 14, inclhding the Palestinian people, that the Council has the will and
the ability to put an end to aggression,'occupation'and.oppression, for the sake of
preserving inte;nationai peace and security. |

The third fact:is that'Israel, the occupyingAPowér, has completely igﬁored or
disregarded the reSolutioﬁs that the Security Couhcil was able to adopt concerning
the o;cupied Palestinian territory - namely, résolution 605 (1987), 607 (1988) and
’608A(1988), in addition to the stétement made by the President of the Security
Council on 26 August 1988. 1Israel persists in its violations of those resolutions

. and of international law and tteatiesf . It may be useful to reéall here that since
‘1961 thé Council has adopted 21 resolutions concerning the situation in the Gaza

7 Striﬁ,and the West Bank, incidding Jerusalem, in addition to numerous other
kgéolutions on the other occupied Arab territories and the repeated Israeli
aggfeséions against several Arab States. It has adopted 21.resolutions concerning -
’Jerusaiem and the invalidity of changes made in its statuss the iilegitimacy of
Iéraeli settlements; the abplicability of the 1949 Fourth Geneva Conventions; the
illegality of Isgael's deportation of Palestinian civilians; violations of
Paleétinian human rights and tﬁe right of return of those displaced in 1967; and
_numerous other matters, 1Israel has not complied with any of those resolutions;’
rather, it has acted completely in contradiction of their provisions.

Those three facts - namely, the»extremg gravity of the situation, the inaétion
of the Council for a not inconsiderable per iod of ﬁine, and Israeli non-compliance

with the fesolutions.of the Council - make it imperative for the Council to deal
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with the situetion decisively in order to put an end to the bloodshed and the
persecution of our people by Israel. Oniy such action byvthe Council can eheufe
“the Qpening up of new horizons and all the prospects for'the,realization‘ofifhe:
more comprehensive goal - the attainment of peace in the Middle East.

Allow me to give the Council some details of what is happening in our oécuéied‘i-
land. Throughout the 22 years of occhpation, our people has been subjected to '
‘var ious forms of national, political and economic oppfession and perseéutioh,-e'
culminating in the violatioh.of the human tighte of our people - indeed,the;vefy
denial of its existence as a people, with the same rights as all other peeﬁles.haye.

On 9 December.1987 the glorious intifadah of our people:started, as en
expression of its rejection of oppressioh and as a demand for freedom and justice.'
With the beginﬁing of the intifadah, Israeli oppression of our people - which had
been going on from ghe start of the occupation - acquired more savege and brutel'-‘
forms, with the aim Qf putting an end to the intifadah, subjugating our people and
demoralizing it in order to ensure the continuance of the occupation, the contrel"
of thevland and the denial of: the rights of our people. 1In this context, thousands
of Israeli tfoops were deployed, along with armed settler‘vigilantes, to implement_
Israeli policies. The outobme so far iss 490 martyrs’-‘and I must correct. that
figure to 494, because there are now four new martyrs, killed the day before
yesterdays; about 50,000 woundeds 30,000 atrested, including 4.500 a@ministrative
detainees incarcerateé in prisons and detention centres - the‘ ‘mavin‘one being ‘the
infamous‘Ansar III, or Ketziot, detentien centrey 49 deportations, 600 miscarriages'
recorded by hespitalsy scores of cases of broken bones; and numerous other criminal

acts such as the burning and bhrying alive of Palestinians.
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All thislontailé tﬁé use of several kinds of weapons, lethal ammunition

~ including so-called piastic bullets and a variety of suffocatinq and other,

" unknown, gases. Tb>tho§e practices should be added the demolitioh, boarding-up and
-destruction of houses ana‘their conténts: 560 homes have been déstroyed under
Various pretéxp57 large areasphave been sealed off; curfews have been imposéd for
long periods; resuiting in‘horrifying health and‘nutritionai oonditions; electric
power has been out off; roads and communioations~have been‘olockeq; schools and
“educational institutiohs, cultural institutions and youth, women's and trade-union
assooiations have been closed down. In aadition, nuherous other oppreosive‘
measures have been taken. |

Although these savage praotioes have not succeeded in suppressing the
kintifadéh, they neveftheless reflect a regressive official Ioraeli mentality roled
by i11é91timate proﬁises; dreams and myths, in whichAviolence predominates, along
with én inépiiity to understand the néture of the intifadah itself.

Israel has characterized the intifadah, eQen in the Security Council itﬁelf,
as ah action limited to certain elemepts or groups agitatéd froh aproad. Events
have categorically proved that the intifadah; as a comprehensive action by all
groups, sectors and agglomerates of the population of Palestinian society in the
occupied terrltory, ‘is a botal rejection by our people of the occupatxon and a
rebellion against various forms of oppression.

From its very beglnnlng the intifadah has had the objective of putting an end
fo this situation in the direction of national independence. ‘As for the
relationship between Paiestiniang inside and outside the occupied territories, it
is time‘for éll to understand‘once and fof all that we ore a éingle indivisible
Lpeople.g The relationship between the Palestinians of the d1aspora and the

Palestinians under occupation cannot be one in which one 51de agltates or even



RH/8 S/PV. 2845
17

(Mr . Al-Kidwa, Palestine)

directs the other into action. It is a mutual and integrated relationship Qifhiﬁ
the same body, which not only has one path and one destiny but aléo has the same
groups,vformationé and sociai; political and professi§na1 organizations, whichr
comprise the political entity embodied by the Palesﬁiﬁe Liberation Organization.
Hence the two-way influence;' Furtﬁermore I should of course point to the éenéral
conviction among our people everywhére that the Palestine Liberation Organization
represents the political entity of the Paleétinian peopie; as well as its
statehood. Our ﬁeop1e>be1ie§e that de&ling Qith the Palestine Liberation
Organization is fhe only way‘to'address Palestinian fightsipoliticéllf, in¢luding
the national dimension. | |

Israel has also described the intifadah as an exercise in violence aﬁd as a
. violation of law and order. Butvwe say we are talkiné ébout a long and ugly
occupation. The ancient ané‘modern ﬁistofy of East and West, iﬁdeed internétiOnai“_
law and the United Nations Charter - all teach that resistance to occupa}tlio'nfbby any
means, including violence against the Qccupiér, is legitimate and eveh a téquisité 
for the achieveﬁent of freedom, ‘Yet events ﬁave undeniably proved also that thé““"
intifadah is a form of masé fesistance, popular resistance, initiatgd by a -
conscious decision to orgaﬁize thé people, and limited to demonstrations, strikés ’
and boycotts. It expresses itself in thé usg;of availéble means of unarmed
resistance, mostly God-—given means, némely_ stones - which are holy.in the hands of
our children and which by no means consfitdte instrumeﬁté of violence that Shqﬁid
be confronted with troops, builets and newer formsiéf oppression. The intifadah is
a férm of self-sacrifice, an offeriﬁg #nd a price for naﬁional indepéndencé. It is
a new forﬁ of popular resistance against occupation that will undoubtedly énter

history, as did the passive resistance of Mahatma Gandhi.
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. Mr. P:esident,’notwithstanding the atrocities Israel has already committed
agéiﬁst our people, it now imposés ;dditional forms of oppreséibna Have you ever
heard of the‘démolition - even during the Dark Ages ; of a family's home because a
- child threw a stone at occupation troops? Have,yod heard of the so-called plastic.
bulief that settles inside the'head, causing tbtal brain déﬁége or brain death,
mbstly among children? Havé ypu‘ever heard of troops, even when not in so-célled
danger, being given licence to fire at-un&rmed éivilians? Now, towards the end of
the £wentieth'¢entury, you do hear about all those Israeli practices in the
' occupied Palestinian territory, and you see this new chapter of the tfégedy and

o®
suffering of our people.

In the facérof this tragedy, we then see the absurdities ofvthe Israeli
occubation in the form of proposals for'an outdated autonomy which is no& aimed
conditionally for the most part at ending'the intifadah, either sooner or later.
Such poliﬁical absurdities demonstrate once again that their originators have never
understood that there is a people that wants to live and attain independence; it
éhows theybhave neVer abandoned their drgam of continuing the oécupation and of
control of the West Bank and the Gaza Str;p, that they do not attach any value to
international legitimacy and resolutions.]

The Palestinian side, on the other hand, provides a serious and historic..
opportunity to achieve peace in the Middle East. The Palestihe Liberation
Organizaiion, influenced by and related to the intifadah of our people, has taken a
Aumber of historic decisions that-have given the‘Middle East a quantum leap towards
péace. The Palestine Nagional Council, as the legislative body of the Palestinian
people, at its nineteéntg speéial session, on 15 November 1988, in Algiers, adopted

~a declaration of independence of the State of Paléstine. That decision was based

on the natural and historic right of the Palestinian people and is in line with
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General Assembly resolution 181 (II), which prdvided for the c;eation'of ﬁwo States
in Palestine, one JéwiSh, the other Arab. That decision was also consistent wifﬁ
iﬂtegnational legitiﬁacy; The Palestine National Council further adopted‘a |
political statement reflécting a new‘ppsition which eésentially provides for the ‘
acceptance of Security Council resolutidns 242-(1967)»and 338 (1973),and affifﬁs‘,xi
the call for the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle Eaét
under United Nations auspices on the bésis of nesoluﬁions 242 (1967)-and'333 (1973)
ahd the national and political rights of the falestinian-people, to be atteﬁded by i
the permanent members of the'Security Council and the éarties to the‘conflict.‘
including of course the Paiestine‘Liberation Organization, on an equal footiﬁg; i
Other :esolutions'were adopted with a view to enabling the Palestinian’peoplénté B

exercise its sovereignty in its own State.
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We have therefefe provlded the accurate and possible.equaﬁioﬁ. General
‘ Assenbly resolution 181 (lI) pfovides the legal basis for ;he resolution of the
'eenflict while Security Council resolutlon‘242 (1§675 provldes the political basis
»yfor such a settlement.> |
_The ‘achievements of the Palestxne Natlonal COunc11 and its resolutions were
widely welcomed thtoughout the world. Ninety-four States have to date recognlzed
the new Palestxnian State»- and I do believe that 94 States is a mayor1ty of the
membership of the United Nations. Several other States have viewed the posxtxon‘of
the Palestine National Councll as opening the way for closer bilatera1~relatiens,
~including the possibility of ;ecognizing the Palestinian State ae.a later time and
"as opening an important opportunity to achieve peace in the Middle East. On
13VDecember 1988»Mr.'Yasser Arafat, Chairman of tbe Paleatine Liberation
Organization Executive'Committee, whichvassumes the tasks and responsibilities of
the Provisional Government uneil it is fermed, announced before the United Nations
GeneralfAssembly'in Geneva a Palestinian peace initiaeive based on the peace
_.éoaitiOn‘adopted by the Palestine National»céuncil. ‘At a pressbconferenCe held‘on

_ the following day in Geneva, the Chairman of the Executlve Commlttee fur ther

"":clar1f1ed our polltical position in a comprehen51ve manner.' On the same day, the

;Unlted States Administratlon announced ‘the opening of a dialogue with the Palest1ne

"3L1beration Organlzation, thus ending 13 years of boycott. We had always stated

fllfthat endxng the boycott would be useful and a requisite for the peace process. We
‘”vlew;thls development as significant and positive. We shall work, on our part, te
ldevelop this dialogue and expand it towards the full normalization of all
.,felaeloas.Natwithstanding ihe‘exlste;ce ef difficulties, we shall act to harmonize

";the'political‘position,',Our people continues to hope that the United States will



BHS /gt ' s/PVv.2845
22

(Mr.*Al—Kidwa, Paleetine)

support its national rights - foremost among which is the'fight to
selfedetermination and national independence - as well as facilitate the conyening_
of the international peace conference on the Mlddle East.

The Palest1n1an leadershlp recently repeated 1ts call to Israel and 1ts

leaders to respond to the appeal for peace; Unfortunately, on the off1c1a1 level

- we couldeonly find intranslgence, rejection, greater extremism 1n.the political
rposition, and fur ther oppression againSt our people‘in the oecupied terrltory.»'lt
is time for Israel to realize that the Palestinian people and its national tights,
including the right tovexerc1se its soverelgnty in Lts own State, are facts which
bcannot be circumvented, and no alternatives for those facts can be found. The
Middle East crnflict cannot pe resolved by seeking to negotiate witbfArab
alte:natives or through the illusory possibility of finding Palestinian
alternativee that would enable lsrael to avoid add;essing the politieal dimension
of the conflict and limit itself to .some matters of daily life within the context-
of the occupation.

The Palestlnian:side has, and not for the first time,‘opened the way towards
the achievement of'peace. It did so by presenting the historic,compromise solution
to which the world has responded. I refer here to General Assembly resolution ’
176/43, in favour of whichkthe overwhelming majority of States voted.’ It called on

‘the Securlty Counc11 to discuss means needed to convene the 1nternat10nal peace
OOnference on the Middle East, 1nc1ud1ng the formation of a preparatory committee. -
ghile the favourable vote of the non-aligned States, the Islamlc States, and the
eoc1al1st States on that resolution was only natural in view of the consxstent

p011t1pal position of those States, which we greatly appreciate, we consider the

vote in its favour by Western and other States as an extremely positive development.
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We believe that the situation is now ripe for the Security Council to begin to
make the required progress in this direction, particularly in view of the positive
attitude of the Secx‘:etary—General of the United Nations and his constant readiness
| to contribute to the work required. Until then whet is urgently required is‘ to
provide the necessary protection for our people in the occupied'Palestinian
territory by the United Nations. |
Our. people needs a bser ious international position that would save the lives qf
its chil‘dren. - Israel also needs ‘the world to make it understand that what it is’
" doing is seriously rejected. We hope that the . Security Council will ‘succeed this

‘time in its effort so that the door will be wide open to the chance for peace.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the yrepresentatiAve of Palestine for his kind

words addrese_ed to me and to my country.

The. next speaker is the representative of mnisie, who wishes to make a
statement in his f'apac:Lty as Chairman of the Group of Arab States. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. GHEZAL (Tunisia) (1nterpretat10n from Arabic): On behalf of my
’de‘llegation andxon behalf of the Group of Arab States,-of which I have the honour of
being Chairman for this month, I should like,, Sir, first to congratulate you on
your ;assumption, of‘the high office of President of the Council for the month of
Febtua:y. We are ce;'tain vthat you will preside succeesfully over . the business of
the"‘Council, thanks to your well-known qnalities end abilities as well as the

este'ent which your country, Nepal, enjoys.. I should also like to thank your

' predeoessor, Ambassador Isma11 Razall, Permanent representatlve of Malay51a, for o
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The Securxty Council is meeting today at the request of the Arab Group, wh1ch_}ii‘
has called for an 1mmediate meeting of the Securlty Council in order to consider *:'.
the dangerous situation, which is becoming worse every day, in the occupl.ed: «. g
Palestinian territory as a result of‘the-increasing repressﬂjn praétised b?tgbéif‘f'
Israeli occupation forces against dnarmed Palestinian civilians. The Aiternete':

Permanent Observer of Palestine to the Unlted Nations has addressed a letter to the -

Secretary-General, published in document $/20451 dated 7. February 1989.
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The Council met in Decefnber 1987,. as well as ‘eerly last year, to consider. the
alarming situation prevailing v‘in the occupied Palestinian terriitor ies as a result
of the unbridled eémpaign of repression, which continues to rage at the hands of
the occupying forces and which 'is directed ageinst the Palestinian civilians,
particularly since the beginning pf the gloi: ious upt is ing against foreign
_occupation 'and domination'. The campaign of repression conducted by the ocCupying
foices has claimed the li\ies of hundreds‘of victimss the numbers o’f injured and
»det'ainees rank 'in the thousands. Hundreds of Palestinian homes have been
dest'rosred-, mosques and churvches have been profaried; and a large number of
'vAlPalestinians have been driven from their land. |

The world's media have given us a graph1c picture of Israel's behaviour and

uhrestrained repressmn. International observers have given us an objective and
"',‘impax"tial account of the ceaseless violations of human rights being perpetrated
rdally by the Israeli occupying forces in the occupied Arab territories.
In the face of the deter iorating situation, the Security Counc11 adopted

.resolutlons 605 (1987), 607 (1988) and 608 (1988), in which it condemned such
» .pract1ces and called upon Israel to comply with the Fourth Geneva Conventlon
kRelatlve to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.  The Council also
called for: a just and comprehenswe settlement to the Arab—Israe11 conflict. The
Secretaty-Genei'al and his assistants have made sustained and commendable efforts
: wi‘th regard to the situation, and the Secretary—Geﬁeral's repor‘t of

21 Jenuary 1988, coynteined in document 5/19443, Qas adopted pursuant to Seeurity
" Council tesolut:.on 605 (1987). ‘In that re'portv he recommended thel eddption of

appr opr jate measures to protect Palestinians 1ivmg in the occupled terrltor ies.
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" what was Israel's response to the Security >Council 's- ini tiative and the
Secretary-General's recommendatmns? 'l‘welve months of contempt for the Councrl'
resolutions and disdain for the Secretary-General‘s, the_Council‘s and the _General‘
Assembly's appeels were'to follow, lﬁ months of arrogence. defiance end
aggression. VIsraeli has continued to flout and dxallen_ge the legitimate and
inalienable rights of the Palest_inian peopie and to develop increasingly fierce_
me thods of repression and arhitrary conduct, using 1ive'ammun‘ition end toxic gases,
as well as a panoply of arbitrary legal, econonic and social measures, in a -
desperate and futile attempt to s‘tifle the voice of the Palestinian people cauing
for its rights. It has thus been acting contrary to ‘humanitar ian values and
internatienal law. |

The number of dead and injured has continued to rise, and‘ the vast major ity of
the _victims-have been children end ycung peopie. The prisons and detention cexnps
are over flowing. The demolition of homes continues. In the last-'few da§s, we have
learned of a disturbing increase in arbitrary conduct and repression by Israeli
occupatmn forces, as well as of further savage behaviour in the occupied
territories against innocent and unarmed civilians, women; children and young
people alike. The Israe11 Prime Minister has referred to these people as if they
were mere insects, promismg to wipe them out to the last one.

The succinct stat_jement 'made by the ad inter im representative of the Palestine
Observer Mission a fev; minutes ago makes the situation in _the oécupie‘d PaleStinvisn
territories clear. His statement wascompletely' free from exagqeretion or dramatiic
over-representation of ‘the events. Indeed, the entire wcrl‘d knows that his account
falls Ear short of the true scale of the distressing’events “facing the inhabitants:
of the occupied Palestinian territories. It is a state of affairs that h_‘as been
condemned even 'by Israel's traditional allies. The whole'world i.s, familiar wiith

the number of dead and wo'unded,‘ those who have been »thrown into prison without

i



JB /10 S/PV, 2845
‘ : ' 28-30

(Mr . Ghezal, Tunisia)

trial, as weil as the number of houses déstroyed, the condi tions of detention and
torture. '-Evéryone is‘awafe of the scale of the repressipn, as ektensively repor ted
in the media. Héw long will the international community‘and the Security Céuncil
.rema“in silent in the face orf‘ such a situation? Everyone knows that Israel"s logic
leads it to cbndemn the way in which those reprehensible acts are reported but not
the acts themsvelvres., In accordance with. that logic, Israel refuses to heed the
appe;ls that it put‘an end to sdch acts against the Paléstinian people, for it
intends to ocontinue to suppress that people contrary to international law.

Israel is constantly searching for pret‘exts'with-whid\ to justify its
repression of the Palestin‘ia.ns and‘their legitimate rights. One such
"justification" is the stones being thrown by Palestinian children and the tyres
bur‘n‘ing in‘the streets‘. Such pretexts d not convince us.

i_ The heroic uprising of the Palestinians is not an injustice .or aggression
agains.t Israei. It springs from a peobple’which has iost patience, a people driven
to despair by‘ two,éecades of humiliation. and op>ptessi<‘m, a people which is at last
raising ifs ﬁead, rejet:tiﬁg occupation, foreign domination and the colonial yoke,
.and that rejection ié now ir:eversil;le._ It springs froxﬂ a people which is vusing
the simplest yet mos‘t effective of weapons - the stone, picked up from its own
national> soil ~ a people whlch has shown t:bat it is capable of moderation, a people
which has refrained from using a deadly weapon of modern ‘times-. the weapon of
intimidation used against it by the o_céupier, which it could itself have used.

. For their part, the Israeli occupying forces have not hesitated to use their
murderous war iuachine; army and settlersragainst- that people. . The Palestinian
peopig is paying a héavyv price in terms of biood ‘and suffering, but the might of
the o‘ccupying Poﬁex: i.;s on the wane. Néither force, no repression, nor. arbitcary.

conduct can bring about peace, justice or the settlement of the conflict.
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These young peéople throwing stones are acting in self-defence,'defenidi'ng,' '

their dignity and legitimate rights. They havé thereby _méde clear their rejectignb:'_r’;
of violence and théir determination to work by peac;eful meaﬁ_s towards the
restoration of their legitimate rights. Wh'ile'determined to recover ‘its
inalienable rights to free its territory an,d‘establish an independent State on
Palestinian soil, the Palestinian people is encouraged in so doing by the peace
initiatives for a just and 1ésting settlement of the Palestinj.an problem and ‘th(‘e '
Arab-Israeli confl ict. | |

The historic resolution adoptex‘ikbg'( the Palestine National Council dur in§ its
session lla'st November in Algiers.and the sf.atement made by the Chairman c')f’ £he PLO
Execui:ive Commi ttee, Mr. ‘Yassef Afafat, 'before the General Assembly v}zhen it
cohsid;ared the question of f’alestine in Geneva show thét _Palestin:ian léa-dersh‘ip is
basing itself on the iﬁternatiqnal legitimacy és embodied in General Assembiy and.
Security Council resolutions. It is thﬁs Clear i:hat the.Pale.stin‘_ian 1eadet.ship has
opted for the path of peace and has set out resolutely in that directiokn.'

The Secretary-General in his report df 28 Novenber 1988.;Qn the situation\ in
the Middle East, in giving an account of the work qf,the ,Algiers .session> of the
Palestine Nationa'l Council,; states: |

“The recent session of the Palestine Natiovnal Council in Algiers‘has
generated a new momentum in the diploxhatic process anév I believe it offeré

fresh opportunities for progress towards peace which should be seized."

(5/20294, para. 37).

However, ;ithough the Palestinian leadership has constantly idemd_nstréted that
it has chosen peace and peace éfforts', and the worid seems‘ to be cérﬁmittéd to a |
definitive resolution of the conflict in the Middle Eas£ and voices are réiséd

everywhere calling upon Israel to resporid,favourably to the ini’tia‘t‘ives of the '
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Paleétinian leadership, Israel never theless remains intransigent, is bent on
‘casging doubt on Palestinian'intentions and impedes the peace efforts recently
Under way in the Middle East. That is ptoof that Israel is still refusing to
accépt peéca initiatives and solutiohs and showing its determination to continue
-with its occupation and policy of expansion, as can be seenvin,the-escalation of
its rei)r essive practi.ces. |

| The Security Council must consider this state of affairs, which represents a
'grave danger to»international peace and security. We hope that it will live up to
its feséonsibiiities by adopting all apprOpriate'measuresvconsistent with the
‘dangerous situaﬁion in ihe occupied‘Paléstinian territories, with a Qiew to ending
the repressive measures being takén by the Israeli occupatﬁon forces so as to
protect the Palestinians in the’occupied terriﬁories and to hasteh the convening of
thé”intérnational peace conference on the Middle East. In so doing the Secur ity
_ Council will contribute to élleviatiﬁg the burden of éne of the greatest traqedies
in mankind's history - the cohflict that has lasted the longest in'therannals of
_thefbniﬁed Mations - thereby doing what it has already done in the case of other

regional oonflicts that are beginning to show signs of being resolved.

The PRESIDENT: I thaﬁk the representative of Tunisia and Chéirman‘Of the
”G£°u§ of Arab States for his kind words addressed to me and to my country. |
| A~1kinvite the delegation of the Committee on the Exefdiée of the Inalienable
’R{ghtsiof the Palestinian People to be seated at the Council table.

’:J:Af'the'invitationrof the President, the delegation of the Committee on the

;Exerciée~of the-IﬁElienable‘Rights of the Palestinian People took a place at the

 Council table.
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The PRESIDENT: The next speaker is the representativé of Senegalvand
Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the |
Palestinian People, on whom I now call.

Mrs. DIALIO (Senegal) (interpretation from French): Speaking as both the -
representative of Senegal and the Chaifman of the Committee on the Exercise oi ihe'
Inalienable Rights of Ehe Palestinian People, I first wish to congratulate you, /
Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Council for February 1989 and oncé'
again to assure you of my whole-hear ted co%operation atrall times.,

My delegation also wishes to express its gratitude to yourrpredecessorf
"Mr. Ismail Razali, Permapent Representative of Malaysia, and congtatulaté ﬁim on; ,?
his successful presidency of the Council in January, a pérticularly eventful'monthf-

Siﬁce 9 December 1987, the date of the'beginning of4the intifadah, theté havé"
been at least 494 fatalities and thousands injured, mostly éhildren ahd young — -,
‘people. |

This grim tally, which is only provisional, demands an urgent and Appfopriate
responée from the international community, andkit is up to us to take immediate
action to ensure that Israel abides by its obligations as ‘an occupying Power, in
accordance with the provisions'of the Four th Geneva Convention Relative to the

Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949.
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Such an acﬁion would demonotrate the Security Council's keen awareness of its
résponoibilities towards the martyred people of Palestine at a time when, in the
intefnaﬁional arena, we are witnessing‘a decline in the use of force, something
that‘is & ing wonders for the‘resumption of oontact, dialogué and understanding.

Iévcannot be deriea that whafqis occurring in occupied Palestinian terriéory
goes_against the current of history. Those events clearly bear the hallmark of an
anéchronistio policy of hegemony and domination raised to the level of a system of
governmént, oontrary'to the principles of‘international law and to the provisions

rof.the ﬁnited Nations Charter.

Once again, we categorically reject that policy‘and express our concern at the

: daily deterioration in the situation; which is so inimical to Palestinian civil.
‘society. |

Bloody confrontations, losses of human life, the intoletable practices of

’deportation, collective’punishment‘and humiliation, arbitfary arrests and’

‘detentions, all have increased because blind passion and a thirst for vengeance are

vcontinuing to prevail over reaoon and tolerance.

That resurgence of oppression and violence reminds uo of the_vital need to
reach a negotiated, 5ust and lasting settlement of the Middle Eést problem.

My delegation and the Committee invite the Council to reflect and to enter
into an in-depth débate on the best means of translatingxinto concrete reality the
ﬁessage of peace, trust and hope Chairman Yasser Arafat addressed to the
international community in December 19é8 at GeneQa following the historic decisiong
taken by thé Palestine National Council the previous month éé Algiers;

In that message Chairman Arafat brought to the world the Paléstinian.people's
response to both their oppressors and their detractors. By unreservedly accepting '
a just, comprehensive and lasting settlement of the Palestinian questionnon the

basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and on the basis of
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respect for the 1egitimate.nationa1 rights of the Palestinian peop;e, in bafficularr
their right to self-determination, Chairman Afafat, with realism and courage, -
succeeded in launching a new drive for peace in the Middle East. |

-Notwithstanding that clearly expressedrwish for peace, one wafmly sdpported by
justice-loving and freedom—lo&ing States and peoples, the deter iorating situation
in the occupied Palestinian territories continues to command‘the attention of the
Security Council. 1In the vieﬁ of my.delegation and of the Committee»on the
Exercise of the Inalienable‘Rights»of the P;lestinian People our deliberatidns mdst‘
result in an appropriate resporisé by the Security Council to . the repea ted and
systematic vidlations of hdman rights in occupied Paiestinian~ter:itory.

The method, nature and forms of such violations of human rights.hgve ofgen
been described and denounced. The Committee on the Exercise of the InaIienablé
Rights of the Palestinian People addressed 15 letté:s to the P;esident of the
Secur ity Council on this subject in 1988 alone, and the relevant report of the
United States State Department that has jgst been publishéd can; shouid the need
still exist, further enlighten us on this subject.

The international community, through the Security Council; must take hey‘7 
initiatives to reach a comprehensivebsolution»of»the Middle Eas£ question that Qiilﬂl'
‘take into account theilegitimaté interests of all the parties concerned, '

| : Thére can be no question that the United Nations ié in'duty bound ‘to gﬁsgfé;:
the realization of the legitimaﬁe aSpir;tions and inalienable righté ofrthéf-fflff“j
Palestinian people. It is also incumbent upon the Security Council to implgmeﬁé,‘:»}
the décision; and fecomméﬁdations of the Genefal Aséembly on the PaieStiniaﬁ  : f;,i
question that have been adopted year after year by an ever-incteasing majofi?i;;; _ff-'

particularly those calling for an international peace conference on the Middlé'ﬁasﬁ}g_.'
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L:' T£ose objective recommendations are basedvon internationally recognized basic
ptinciples relating to the Palestiniaﬁ problem, which lies at the hgart‘of the
Atéb~1sraéli conflict. The vast majority of the iﬁﬁernational communit?.considers
‘that the convening of such a conference is now a vital necessity. >That opinion has
‘been expressed not only within the United Natiqnslbgt also in the decisions and
statements of many other‘non-governmental organizations, including the Orqanization
Qf'African Unity, the Leagﬁe of Arab States, the>0;ganization of the Islamic
Conference, the Movement of an-éligned Countries and . the European Economic
Coﬁmunity. |

The delegafion of Senégal and the Committee are obnvinced that the
inﬁernationalvpeace conference on the Middle East, enjoying aé it does such broad
shpport,\offefs all oconcerned énd interested parties enormous opportunities to
pérticipate in negotiations designed to lead to a comprehensive, just and lasting
solution to the Middle East crisis.
| We ‘appeal ‘to all members of the Secutity Council to make a positive'
cbntribution to establishing a policy of dialogue among all the parties. All of usL
h;ve the duty to wbrk individually and éollectively for‘the achievement, through
~sincere and constructive.negotiations, of an Israeli-Arab peace under United
Nations:guarantees. ‘

vIt is obvious that the probieﬁ cannot be resolved without an international -
political settlement that will take into account all the aspects éf the question
‘and meet the concerns of all the parties.

On behalf of the delegatipn of Senegal and on behalf of the Cohmittee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, I‘wish once agaiﬁ to

stress that neither the use of brute force nor diplomatic delays and excuses can
conceal the truth that Palestinian reality is “alive and vigorous and that it

cannbt be denied, obscured or wished away."
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The’PRESIDENTz' I thank the representétive of Senegal and Chairman‘of the
Committee on #he Exercise of the Inalienable Rights»of the Palgstinién People} for,r
thé‘kind wordé she addressed to me. |
The next speakér is the representative of ﬁordan., I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mr . SALAH (Jorda‘n) (interpretation’ from Arabic): I am del ighted to
congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Security'council
~ for this month. We have every confidence'in your ability to guide the work of the
COuncil in' the best possible manne_r; by virtue of your competence, experience,
wisdom and mtegt ity. |

Allow me to express my gratitude and appreciation to Mr. Isma11 Razali,

Permanent Representative of Malaysia, for his effective performance, consummate
skill and outstanc]ling competence in 1eading the delibetations of the Security
Council during the period of his presidency, last month.

" The Security Counicil has been oonvened once again, today, to discuss the
situation in the occupied Arab territories. Since the last time the Council
conuened to consider that situation, 10 months ago, there have been developments in
the s1tuation in the occupied Arab territories in particular, as well as in the
ques tion of Palestine in general, makmg it necessary for the Security Council to
m_eet today to continue its consideration of this item, which has been on its agenda
for many years. We hope the Security Council willv be able to take a firm and
effective. decision commensurate with the seriousness of the situation in the
occupied Arab territories and the latest‘developments in the question of Palestine
vas a whole.

| The situation in the occupied Arab territories continues to deteriorate daily,
particularly because of the increasing scale of Israeli measures and practices
which violate the human rights of the Palestinian people .under occupation.

.Those repressive _measures and the inhuman prectices that h'ave characterized
Israel's treatment of the Palestinian people since the very onset of the occupation
‘have become ever more deliberate and aggressive since the beginning of the popular

uptising in the West Bank and Gaza. From the moment the glor ious uprising began to
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blaze, Israel hastened to strengthén its iron‘fist and intensify_its_vicioué
onslaught in the hope o‘f crushing the upr ising and extinguishing its t‘lamés. But
every tine Israel raises the level of its obduracy and aggression, the splidity and
'resiliency of the uprising innreasé. The uprising is not to be crushed; nor are
its flamés‘to be extinguished. |

The Palestinian upr ising has made matters.clear. It has demonsfrated the
Palestinian identity in an incontrovertibie manner. The intifadah is an exptessionf
ofvthe irrepressible will 6f the Arab’Palestinian'pepple, it has thus led to
important, historic events which nne'after the other have proved the justice of
that people's cause and its sincere desire for peace. ’That desire was c:nfiimed‘by‘
the Palestine National Council during its récent session, held at Algiérs ftom
12 to 15 November 1988. That session served ns a basis for. the Palestiniannpéage
initiative announced by thé Palestinian leader, Mr. ‘Yass,_er Arafat, before t.hé
General Assembly at Geneva on 13 Decenber»1988. -

The Palestinian uprising does not . mean diSturbances, riots or demonétra;idnéiif
Rather, it is one of the most splendid forms of heroic national struggle tb”tésiétn
occupation, attain freedom and bring about independence. History will keep.a'piacé o
bf honont in its eternal menory for the intifadah. The intifadah will remainiéne [‘
of the greatest and_most magnificent human achievements in the modern histquVOf;in
struggle; | | R

During thé first months of thev uprising the world came to know the acté ‘oyf o
représsion, tyranny‘and terrorism qarried_out by Israel on‘Palgstinian te;;itdry
against the Palestiniansiwho were tisiné up against occupation and rejecting the
statQS‘gupvwhich Israel was atﬁempting to inpose upon them‘by force.r Strong
reactions came from all over the wor 1d; ail were united in sympathy for the

Palestinian people and in support for its struggle, and in condemnation of Israel
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: aﬁa in(éisapproval of its aggressive actions. After the Qorld éaw and heard,
.through the various 1nformat10n media, what was - and, 1ndeed, is - happen1ng in
‘the Palest1n1an territories, it could no longer remain 511ent or turn a b11nd eye.

‘Is;ael 1mposed a ne‘ws,blackout‘ in the occupied Palestinian territories :in the v
‘hqpe‘oﬁ making it impossible for the world to follow. the events there at firsﬁ -
’hana.  I§rae1 was evidéntly unaccustomed to heéring éries of disapproval or voices ~
lbf dénsufe, especially from its'friends, for whom it had managed in various ways to
embellishvits behaviour andAdisguise the facts. However, the uprising, which has -
exp§éed Israel and laid béfe its true character, is still under way and will‘
‘cantinue‘to bear witness to the nature of the policy pursued by Israel, whatever
means of.obfkus(:at.ion Israel may adopt.

? Although I do not feel there is any need for me to list‘all the various typés
oé measur es and practices adopted by Israel against the Paléstinian people, . I
,Wc%nnot but mention some of them, paréicﬁlarly'following Iérael's recent decision to
iétensify those practices and strengthen those measures - as if Is:aelyﬁere not‘yet
aﬁare that however 1long itbpersists in that direction it,will not be able to put’an
eﬁd to the uprising. The intifadah rééresentsrthe strong spirit of the Palestinian
people; it represénts itsrheart over flowing with patriotism; it exbresses its
‘resoluté determination ﬁo éttain its freedom and exercisé its national rights, like
any other people.on Earth.

H Israel has practised every kind of Qiolence and terrérism against the
Pélestiniaﬁ people,‘thefeby violating all.international covenants and resolutions,
partlcularly the fourth Geneva Convention, the Universal Dpclaratxon of Human

: Riqhts and resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Counc11. Israeli
soldlers have used live ammunition against Palestlnians bear ing no weapOns other

' than their faith and the stones lying on their land. They have used,other kinds of
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ammuni tion as well, su_ch as rubbér, steel and plastic bullets. Although plastic
bullets are described as non-lethal, they kill if fired at close range, and that is
what Israeli soldiers do. More than 40 Palestinians have been killed by that tyée '
of bullet gince it was fiﬁst used, last iugust;

~ The Israeli éccupation forces have also,uséé various forms of gas; caus ing
deaths and miscarriages. fhe,Israeli forces have savagely beaten PaLestinians,
breaking their iiubs and headé, eveﬁ if they have not succeeded in breakihq their
spirit. Widespread campaigns of arrest have contiﬁued. Theré have been successive
operétiohs to expel Pélestinian citizens from their land and séparate-them from
their Afam.ilieé. ,fhé‘demli.tiqn bf_ homes 'and the upr/oot.ing of trees havg continued
ané even increased._ Bo th botél and partial cuffews héve been repeatedly imposedr

to thé extent that it seems as if there has been one continuous curfew.
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The sanctity of Holy Places has also been violated; religious schoiars have
‘been attacked and arrested on grounds of provocation3 hospitals have been raided;
';doctéré_and nurses have been detained; even the wounded have been abducted from
:hcspitals; and educational institutions have‘repéatédly been clésed. And thefe is

much more. |

The list of Israeli practices against‘the Palestinian people is a long one.

In giving this summary I have had the intention‘Of showing the truth about whét is
ﬁappening invPalestinian territory and calling attention to the suffering being
endufed by the Paiestinians, particularly since the Council - as I have alreﬁdy
meﬁtioned - has not convened to consider the Situation'for-lo months ndw. The
Council can imagine the human and ﬁaterial losses ‘and the psychbldgicél |
tribulétions undergone by Ehe-Palestinian people iﬁ its cities, villéges and Camés,
and the pain it has suffefed throughout the pefiod,which has elapsed;' Aithough‘the
statistics on these losses show minor,divergénces, moéﬁ arg‘ceriainly stili lower
‘than the real fiéures. There'is a near consensus anbhg‘the vafious sources of'
information available to us that the number of martyrs killed du;ing the first year
) of the uprising was in excess of 490;'the number'of,woumdedbwas close~£o 50,000,’
accordihg'to the records of‘the var ious hospitals and clinics, in éddition'to a
,larée.numbér of wounded who weré not taken‘to medibal centres; the number ofk
Palestinian citizens arrested was in excess of 27,000; cases of expulsibn involved
over 32 indiQiduals; aﬁd miscérriages in‘the Gaza Strip alone amounted to over |
o 200. In addition, more than’580ihoﬁes were-demo1ished and 100,000 trees - mpsgly
qlive trees -‘were uprooted. Besides ail this, the coﬁfiséation>of 1ana and ;he'
’estaﬁlishmént of new settlements continuea, as did the'expénsion of a nhhbér of

existing settlements.
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It is time for Israel to realize that its current céurse of maintaining the
,militapy occupatioﬁ goes againstvthe movemept of hietory, that its detefminatien‘to
hold fast to this course represents a greater danger to it thah does any other
factor and that its fear of realvpeace with the Palestinian people is a.fearibased‘,
on its own actions and onvits own suspicions of everything tha£ is different ftoh ‘
itself.

The Palestinian people awaits an immediate and sincere effort onrthe part of
the Security Council to redress the grave histor:ieal wrong which was inflicted upon
it and to ensure justice,ysecurit§ and freedom for it, in order that it may enjoy a
'nprmal and sﬁableylife in its-homelaﬁd, like‘any ofher people. Tha;, of course,

x

cannot be brought about except by a just, durable and comprehensive‘peaceful

settlement of the Arab-Israeii conflict, the core of which is the question of the
Palestiniah people. EVeryone is aware £hat the proelem does not lie simply in
Israeli violatiens of human rights in the oceupied Palestinian territories,
although they do constitute an important, indeed fundehenta1, element;r The problemv"
is‘a.political prnblem, reéuiring a redical poiitical.selution. _However, it i§.‘

essential to take the measures that are necessary to ensure the protection of the

Palestinian people, in a prompt and effective manner, pending progress towards the

achievement of a compr ehensive peace settlement, which‘must begin at once. in:thie
| ‘
context. we should like to refer to the valuable teport (S/19443) which was R
submitted by the Secretarynceneral. Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to the Secutity
Council last January,and which contains important recoqnendations for the purpose»!'
of ensuring the desired pmotectionbof ﬁhe Pélestinian éeople.
It is now up Uolthe Cquﬁcil. We hope that it will be able to take an

appropriate decision to put an end to the suffering of the Palestinian people by
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ensuring its protection as a necessary first step, and theﬁ by‘wofking tb br ing
abdut the desired peaceful settlement, Israel must make avsincere and rea}istic<
: contribution to the promotion of such a settlement by withdrawing from the West

‘Bahk, iqcluding Aréb Jérusalem, and the Gaza Strip and by recogniiing the national
?igﬁtsfof ‘the falestinian people, first and foremost among-which is its right to
"s-eli‘:'k-r-deéermibna‘tion. israel ﬁust do so because the Palestinian people has made its
 :reqdiréd>contribution. It rem&ins now'for Israel to extend thé hand of peace and
to accept the Palestinian peace invitation, which was witnessed by the world last

i DeCembef‘and which is suppbrted by a resolute Arab position of peace.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Jordan for the kind woras

”he;éddrsséd to me and my country.
| bThe next speaker is the representative of Egypt. I invitewhim to take a plaée
at the Council table and to make his statement.
Mr . BADAWI (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic): It is a great pleasure
for me to see you, Sir, presiding over the Segurity Council. Your wisdom and .
impartiality are the best earnest of the success of the work of the Council, which
now has this important issue before iﬁ.

I wish also to express thanks to thé outgoing President, the Ambassador of
Malaysia, whose political skills wére appreciated by all the members of the Council
~during his term of office;

"I take this opportunity also of congratulating the new members of the Council-
_énd'wishing them all success in carrying out their responsibilities. I am sure

they will carry out their tasks in the serious manner so characteristic of them.
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A year has passed since the Securlty Council last cons1dered the sltuatlon 1n‘
the occupied Palestlnlan territories. A great deal of water has flowed over the
dam between that time and our meeting today. Unfortunately. the situation has not
changed since the last serles of meet1ngs on this problem, early in 1988, Indeed,
’the situation has become even more alarm1ng for all persons of good conscience.

I have not come here today to rehearse all the arbitrary measures and

violations of human rights to which our people in the occupied territories are

being subjected.
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The situation is clear and needs no elaboration. What is necessary now is the
rapid adoption :of a decisive stand on this matter. |

I have come here in the hope that the Security Council will brove able to rise
to its responsibilities and unanimously express the internatioﬁal».will that a hélt
be put to this staﬁe of atfairs. There is no doubt that the situation i$ dangerous
in many ways and disgraces all who shyly avért th-eir gaze ahd remain silent, We
were disappointed when, at its last meétings on the subject, t_ﬁe Security ICOuncil
was unable to do the vefy least required by internétional public bpinion and adopt a
p:esideﬁtial .sta tement céllipg for an end to the situation. We hope the current
consul tations will be more successful,

The Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories is the result of that
peéple's refusal to remain under an occupation that has lasted for more than
_20 years and to tbletate the illegal presence on Palestinian land. It is the héight
of:poylitical myopia to think that th‘e popular will can‘be held in check by the |
oppr ess ion engaged in b;r some or the lack pf en‘thus‘iasm of chers to adopt a

resolution or take a decision. A settlement must necessarily take into account the

i

o : . "
roots of the problem, namely the continuation of the occupation and the use of force

to perpetuate it. |

Egypt'believés that a comprehensive political settlement guar-anteeing th%e right
of the peoples of the region sélf-determinati.on and the secu;ity of all th%e |
Sta-te's of the region is the only way to acﬁievé stability.- To ,l;lasten ‘the
achievement of that end, Israel must act in conformity with wgiiten and customary»
law relating to the treatment of civilians in time qf war and ‘most imp@rtantly the
Four th Geneva Conventionv, of 1949. We say again that that Convention is appllicable

in the occupied territories. Bgypt believes that the occupying forces'

non-observance of the Convention violates obligations entered into under it.
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The Mlddle East confllct is now seen w1th1n the framework of the overall('
detente that exists as a result of the 1ncreas1ngly favourable mternatxonal _
climate, which has also influenced other regional conflicts. -What -is more,
I.srael's actions in the‘occcp-ied tet,ritories int'luence the ‘way in which
international public obinion assesses Israel's desire to enter into the peace
process. The Palestinians demonstrated their sincere desire for a settlement
w1tnm the framework of 1nter‘natlona1 legallty when thelr representatlves accepted :
Security Oounc11 resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), acceptance clearly stated
in the dec151ons adopted by the Palestine National Counc11 in Alqlers in November
and in the statements adopted in Stockholm and Geneva.

The 1mportant dev’elopment of the Palestin 1an‘p051 tion and 'the many intiatives
‘under taken by the Palestine Liberation Organization have led to ‘an
American-Palestinian diaiocue tnat demands a favourable response from the Israeli
Government and recoénition by it oflthe need to Speak with the representati\‘r’es andi
"1eaders of the Palestinian neople.

The long years of occupation and. use of force have not succeeded in ensur iné
‘the security of the occupier, nor have they discouraget] the omers of the land from
demanding enjoyment of their legitimate right to sel f-de termination. The‘ security
anAd stability of all necessitates israel's teoognition of the legitimate ri‘gh‘tsof
the Palestinian people, particularly their right to selfv'-determination, as wel‘l’ as"
the opening of negotiations with all par ties concerned in or‘der to achieve a just,
oomprehens‘ive and definitive settlement of the Arab—Israeli conflict.

The world has been w1tness ing w1de détente as well as an 1mportant evolutlon
in Pelestmlan and Arab posﬂmns; in America, power has been passed on to a new
Government-, and a new Israeli Government has been formed. - All those events have
opened new perspectlves for peace in the M1ddle East. The constructive Palestlnlanj ‘

position requires a favourable response from the Israeli Government - one that



RH/15 : - §/PV.2845

(Mr. Badawi, Egypt)

:pu,ts Aéx‘i‘_“end to the current practices in - the occupAie'd ‘territories and thus
'-,"_i_demr‘ls,:‘ra't.:es Israel’'s sincere desire to establish peace ful felations with its
: ‘:_nrt._ai'ghbéﬁr's and in varticular to establish mbfe humané relations with its -closest |

~’nei‘rgh5<'>qrs, the Palestinians, who are temporarily living under occupation». That
' wquid represent-a ciear and unmistakable message of peace that could finally lead

,‘ to stébi.lity in the region, which is the goal we all seek.

' : Thé present Israeli position with r;egard to the problem can only lead to a
radicalization of the s"ituation and to an increase in violence, to the detriment of
“~dialoque and moderation. | ft is now clear tha{: important sectors of the Israeli
pépulation, including member s of the armed forces, reject such actions, which have
a-_lreédy been reject:.ed by peoples and Governments of the civiiized world and by the
majority of regional and intern‘atio‘nal organizations.

Last year the world celebrated the fortieth anniversary’of the adoption of the
~ Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Yet in the same year hundreds and thousapds
of dead and wounded could be counted on the West Bank and in Gaza. The human
,rigixts of tens of thousands of Palestinians were violated by an unlimited and
"~ illegal occupation maintained ronly through the fiercest repress ion.: The
ser ioushéss of the situation goes beyond the number of victimss Vit arises also
from the fate»of “the m’il}.ions whob lj.ve in» the region and drgam of a better future
for ﬁhen'iselves and for coming generations, for peoples of all religions and

philosophies.' We have a tésponsibility to strive to work to achieve peace; an end
to the present viola'_tions vfwould be a first Step in that diréction.

We ‘are now witnessing important events in the_Mig!dle East, events which
‘require'us’ to adopt a serious position in‘order ‘to ensure a lasting and ,duraple

peace through a negotiated settiement of the conflict. That goal can be achieved

if we pu:sue a dynamic and energetic course. First Israel, the occupying power
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:in the West Bank and Gaza, must recognize bthe applicability of the Fourth Geneva
Convention to the occupied territor ies. Then all the parties concerned must,
throrugh preparatory consultations with the participation of all ,j agree to hold
direct talks within the frameworkAof the International Peace Conference and on the
basis of Security Council resolﬁtions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and tﬁe Palestinian
people's right to self-determination. N

| That is the bath ﬁhat can lead to a just peace. As for Egypt, it firmly hopes

 that the Security Council will at its present deliberations adopt the resolu’tioh

1
|

the situation demands. L L R
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The PRESIDENT: I thank thev representative of Egypt. for his kind wor_ds,f

addressed to me. ' T -
The next speaker is the tepresentative of Istael. 1 ‘inv;rite"h_im to take a
-place at the Council table and to make a statement.

S e Mr . BEIN (Israel): Fi.rst and foremost, I should like to oongratulate - '
you, -Sir, on the éssump‘t‘ion of the pres1dency of the Security Council ‘for the month‘,
- of Februery.' I have no "donbt that your ’skilled Vguidance end widediplemetic ‘ |
expe‘x:ience will be of great benefit to our delibefetions. T shonld,‘ in addi tion,
like to-'voongratulate yodr .predecessor’and,‘indeed, 511 the new. members of the
,Secu"rvity Council. ‘ ‘ | -

_ Israel since its rebirth, almnst'«ll years ago, has srought‘.politi‘call
accomﬁodation, coexistence and peace with'all its neighbon‘rs. We haw}e tepeatedly
called for dialogue and duect negotiations as the most effective means to solve .
v vthe many intricate problems of the Arab—Ieraeli conflict. It of course goes
without saying, that stability and pe'a'ce can be achieved onl_y through compromiSe:
'and the -'attainment of a balance between the var ious aspi;etions of ;the» peo’piesv:in
the area. A

. D‘uAring ‘this peniod. Israel has had to contend with w‘ide,-ranging th'reats_‘to its
secu;:i.ty anél survivall, including fﬁ_ll-;scale wars an‘d telentle's's acts of .terr_op and‘

violence. This situation, however, has not caused Israel to abandon its 'search for -

peace, in the same way that the wars and violence have’not, and will not, cause . -

LR

Israel to abandon or compromise its vital security mterests. . - SR
| Since 1948. the Arab-Israeli confhct has manifested itself in dlfferent wayq,v‘

the latest of which being the so-ca'lled upr ising‘in the territories. adn.inistered,b:;\'

Ierael since 1967. Just as Israel has ‘sought a peecefnl solution to the .

 Arab-TIsraeli conflict for the last four decades, Israel seeks to end the violence:

“in these territories through a political solution; Israel did not need the
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“uprising” to realize that onllyia' political solution ‘can transform the present :
~situation “into one in which the foundations of trust, accommodation and‘ comva:o'mise‘;
can begin to take root. | |

| Israel, hoivever. believes that‘in" order to reach a political solution .on’ve tﬂnust} |
atternp:t to introduce a, gradual and pragn'etic approach of confidence-bu ildins SERP
measures in which iriolence can withdraw in favour of dialogue and understanding.
Interim solutions are' nossible and'can‘b‘e reached in a rela‘tively sho‘rt,per_iod of
time, but cannot be’ attained under the threat of firebombs and violence. }

| While Israel is committed bo pronnting political solutions, it remains obliged‘
to maintain order and public safety and to restore tranquillity.

An uninvolved observer ‘listening to some of the speeches in this debate would
think that Israel was simply facmg harmless demonstrations. ~In fact,,it is
confronting 1arqee-scale' rio’ting and widespread violence. .Gangs of youths who hurl _
heavy rocks and iron bars at Israelis with the clear intent to kill are not
demonstrat_ors. Ambushing’ cars and school buses and attacking their passengers with
petrol. bombs -. burning alive women with babies, innocent families' taking a
vacation, pupils on their way to school - is not a demonstration., Attacks with.

" knives are not demonstrations. Murdering. Israeli. civilians who 9 shopping is not
a demonstra.‘tion. We have heard here'a great deal. about Palestinian casual ties,
which: indeed Israel regrets, but'hardly an&thing about ‘Israeli casualties. . In
fact, hundreds of Israelis have been injured, sometimes fatally. ml.y» two days .
ago, an Israeli, Mr. Albert Jurasy, was burned alive in his car. A debate which
ignores'the human’rights of Israelis to go about their business in peace, and the |
duty of the Government of Israel to enable them to do so, cannot expect‘to be taken

seriously.
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: Istaéi has called on the residents of the territories to exercise restraint,
refrain from violence'andApursue'a political solution. There are some prominent
Paleétinian‘perspnalitiés in the tettitoriés,vlike the Mayor of Bethlehem, that had
“the COﬁfage to state that the Palestinians would be willing to accept an honourable
truce that wéuld beva calming period in which to ease thé»tension so that people
‘could begin'bo"think and’ bghai;e normally. So said the Mayor. Arafat replied
publicly to this message with frank brutality: "Whoeyef thinks of stopping the
intifadah before it achieves its goals, T will give him ld‘bullefs‘in his chest".

- So said_Arafat. -

| It is this irfational pursuit of terror and violence ﬁhatipréveﬁts the
beginﬁings of a political soiution in the territories. This destructive approach

 ﬁas7a1so allowed for the continuation of terrorist infiltrations on Israel!su.

' n§rthern border by factions in the PLO that attended the Algiers PNC and éqpposedlyl

'gave’theit consent to thé tenunciation of terror. Werha§e ﬁea;d~that such
infiltrations are not terror - well, let me say that they are not acts of peace. and

‘ “ﬁoderation. This approach is also the reason why the PLO would not agree to any

call for mutual restraint being includéd in the recent draft of a potential

lzpre51dentia1 statement of the Security Council.

If the P10 is so interested in a.poliﬁical solution, why does it so openly

| attempt bb prevent and deter the residents of the territories from continuing a
political dialogue with Israel?

The reason is clear. 'If.the residents notkbnly continué“their dialogue Qi;h
Israel but also reach understandings and arraggements tbat constitute the beginning
of a political solution, this will threaﬁen the so-called leadership of the PLO in
Tunis and its vefy raison d'étre, as the uprising itself in the terriéorieé has |
done since December 1987. The PLO in Tuﬁis does not renouncelﬁerrorism and

violence: it renounces, as it always has, genuine peaceful solutions.
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It is not Israel which'incites‘its»soldiérs or ité‘citizens’to'confront_
Palestinians in the tetfiﬁories,'nor is it Israel that places children in the
forefront of violent demonstrations which lead to fatalities and injuries on béth
sides. |

T should like to reiterate here once again that Israel is attempting to
restore tfanquillity in the areas with maximum restraint possible and in full
compl jance with laws thch have applied to theée territories for almost half a -
century, long'beforéllsrael took control of them."Israel impresses on its so;diers
the need to abide by Jewish moral arid ethical oodes —'which havvle served as a beacon
to the world - despite the intense and relehtless provocation which they face,
Theée moral restraints.vhowever, are exploited by some to ocontinue the violence,
This approach is illusory. Violence in the territories, or elsewhere, will not
"force Israel to ooﬁpromise its vital security intereéts, nor will it force Isréel

to abandon its efforts to achieve a political settlemeht. Violence will only lead

to deadlock and more suffering.

N
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Israel has :two.‘primary objectives: to restore tranqu1111ty to the areas of
Judea, Samarxa and Gaza, and to try to reach peace agreements with all our
nelghbours. ~In the framework of these peace agreements, we seek to negot1ate,__ '
agree upon‘and resolve the ultimate status of the territories and of the
Palestmlan Arabs resxding there, taklng into account their" 1eg1t1mate rlghts.‘

"As . a rule, one holds negotlatxons and d1alogue between adversar ies, between
those who agree on the principle of direct negotiations and peace but do notragree
on the details and have dlfferent aspirations about the final.outoome.

Israel remains steadfast in its desire for direct negotiations witnflts‘
neighbouring States and the Palestinian Arabs resvid_ing' 1n the administered
.territories, on the basis of Security Council resolutionsi242 (1967) and 338
’(1973). The PLO and some Arab oountries,repeatedly have said no to direct
negotiations; they have said no to the Camp David accords; no to elections of
‘representatives in the territories;‘no to an’interim’phase'of self-rule or
"autonomy~, no to negotiations whlch would begin durmg that interim phase with the.
objectl.ve of achieving a permanent solution.

' Instead they have offered an 1nternat10na1 oonference that would be convened
in order to 1mp1ement a pre-determined outcome which: would not provide for direct
negot1at1ons but rather, act as a subst1tute for them.

If an 1nternat10nal conference is such a good idea, why is. it that of the
weloome developments of the last year in other areas of the world none of the
'confllycts were resolved by that means? 'Nei t‘ner the Iran—Iraq»conf'lict nor . the
.Namibla problem nor the Afghan problem is being resolved in an international
: conf‘erven:ce,) but only through direct negotiations between the States concerned ,

sometimes with the helpbof the United Nations and other_ third parties.
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Indeed. Israel does not object in prinéiple to any such- third-party ;
assistance. Prime Minister Shamir has stated récently that we are willin‘g for
‘direct negotiations to vta!'ce place under the auspices of .the United States gnd th; 7
Soviet dnton‘and/or theVSecreﬁaty-Generai of the United Natipns, provided that such .

auspices constitute the framework of the negotiations and do not ditectly "intervene
in their substance. 1It is characteristic of the double standards that are appl ied
to Israel that Israel's wish to resolve its differences with the Arab world th;ou_gh,

the traditional method of dirtect negotiations should be dismisseq as
i
| .

intransigeance, while the Arab refusal to permit any settlementje;xcept one impbsed :
by an intetn_ati.onal conference should be regarded as¢ an énlightened and

| ) »
conciliatory step.

Regarding fthe PLO, it is evident that the trye situation is quite different

from what ibt appears to be. The Plb has not renounced terrorism .! but continues j:o

employ tercorism both against Israel and in its attempts to exercise control over '
; i R

|

any Arab who oﬁposes its directives:. It has not abandoned its plan for the

|

destruction of %Israel by stages, and the Palestinian State which it says it 'w,ishes
J ‘ S

. | . : : : :
to establish in the administered territories is intended to be no more than a first .
step towards its ultimate goal of replacing the whole of Israel by the so-called

State of Palestine.

!
example among n}any:

Thus, on 6 Decenmber 1988, Abu Iyad, Arafat's deputy, said - to give just one '

\ ‘ ' ' ‘
"We swore that we would liberate even pre-~'67 Palestine.,  We shall
liberate Palestine stage by stage... The borders ¢f our State as we declared

it repr»esén-t only part of our national aspirations. We will work to eipand

|

them in oxi:der to realize our aspirations for all the land of'Palestir'xe.'.'.".

|
|
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I must point out that the nature of some of the language against. Israel that
‘we have heard in this debate ~and I am sure we will hear some more next week - is
certainly not lndlcative of a desire for conc111ation and peace-making, and
Vcompletely gives the lie to any pretence that a- fundamental change has taken place
on the other 51de. '

'Nevertheless, our offer remains open, and 1f‘negotiat1ons start in the manner‘
I have described, with Arab States and representatives of the Palestinlan Arabs
living in the territories, I have no doubt that a satisfactory solution ‘can and
will be found which will reoognize both Israel's secur1ty needs and the 1egitimate

3
H

rights of the Palestinians, N ['f' ”"fzwif o ;h, | B S Qi

~Ihe PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Israel for his kind words

addressed to me.
In view of the lateness of the hour, I intend to adjourn the meeting now. Therf'
next meeting of the Security Council to contlnue the cons1deratxon of the item on

the agenda will take place on Monday, 13 February 1989, at 10 30 a.m,

The meeting rose at 1.45 p.m.




