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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

LETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PERMANENT
MISSION OF THE LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE
PRES IDENT OF THE SECURITY (OUNCIL (S/20364)

LETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PERMANENT
MISSION OF BAHRAIN TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRES IDENT OF THE SEQURITY
QOUNCIL (S/20367)

The PRESIDENT: 1In accordance with the decisions taken at the previous:

mee tings on this item, I invite the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to
take a placeAat the Council table; I invite the representatives of Afghanistén, |
Bahrain, Burkina Faso, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, the Islamic Republic of Iran,'. the
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Nicaragua, Pakistan, the Sudan,
the Syrian Arab Republ‘ic, Tunisia, Uganda and Zimbabwe to take t;he places reserved

for them at the side of the Council Chamber .

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Treiki (leyan Arab Jamahir 1ya) took a

place at the Council tables Mr. Dost (Afghanistan), Mr. Al-Shaker (Bahraln),

Mr. Dah (Burkina Faso), Mrs. De Florez Prida (Cuba), Mr. Al-Alfi (Democratic

Yemen), Mr. Madarshahi (Islamic Republic of Iran), Mr. Khamsy (Lao People's

Democratic Republic), Mr. Rakotondr amboa (Madagascar), Mr. Diakite (Mali),

Mr. Sevilla Boza (Nicaragua), Mr. Shah Nawaz (Pakistan), Mr. Adam {Sudan),

Mr. Al-Mascri (Syrian Arab Republic), Mr. Karoui (Tunisia), Mr. Kamunanwire

{Uganda), and Mr. Mudenge  (Zimbabwe) took the places reserved for them at the side

of the Councii Ch‘amber‘..

The PRESIDENT:. I should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from the répresentatiyies of Bangladesh, India and Morocco in which they
request to be invited to participate in the discussion of the item on the Council's

agenda. 1In accordance with the usual practice, I propose,'wit'h;the_,cpnseni_: Qﬁ i_f-he.
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(The President)

Council,’to invite those représentatives to participate in the discussion, without
the right to vote, in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Charter and
‘rule 37 of the Council's provisional ruléé of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President; Mr. Mohiuddin (Bangladesh), Mr. Dasgupta

{India) and Mr. Bennouna (Morocco) took the places reserved for them at the side of

the Council Chamber.
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The PRES IDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of

the item on its agenda.
Member s of the Council have received photocopieé of a letter dated
5 January 1989 from the Permanent"Representative of Zimbébwe to the United Nations;‘
which will be issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol 5/20377.
Mr. TORNUDD (Finland): My delegation received the news of fhe’démise’of

His Majesty Emperor Hirohito of Japan with profound sadness. He was an eminent A

leader and symbol of his nation, and the people of Finland shares the sense of‘loss
felt bykthe people of Japan.

I wish to thank Y6u, Sir, for the warm words of welcome that you extended to
~Finland as a new member of the Security Council. In my turn, I wish to
congratulate you upon your assumption of the bresidency §f the Security Council ﬁar.
‘the month of January and assure you of the full co-operation of my delegation. I
wiéh ybu every success in your task. The assurance of full co-operation goes not
only to you, but also to all members of the Security Council, with whom we hope to
have a 63nstructive and fruitful ielationship. Wé also thank them for the kind
welcome that they have given to Finland arnd the other new members.

My delegation regrets the fact that the Security Council has to begin its work
in 1989 by dealing with an inéident that clearly demoﬂstrates the céntinuing
presence of serious tension in the Mediterranean region.

My Government is concerned over what seems to be a contiﬁuing pattern qf
incidents involving the most mobile armed forces of different nations - their
navies and air forces - particularly in international waters and in the airspace
above international waters.

We are particularly concerned when such incidents lead to the use of force.

We urge all nations to ensure that the utmost restraint is shown in situatidns‘

where military ships or aircraft approach each other in any way, whether in areas
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inside or outside national jurisdiction. In an atmosphere of tension, it is
,éarticuiarly important to avoid incidents such as the one that took place on
4 January 1989 over the Mediterranean and their eséalation into akspiral of
» violence. | ‘
According to the explanations given to the Council, the recent incident
occurred between two aircraft on one side, described as being on routine patrol,
and two aircraft on the other side, described as carrying out routine operations.
“There must be some thing wrong with the routines, if this is the result.

We urge all sides in situations involving the possibility of incidents to
refrain from behaviour that might lead to misundefstanéing as to the intentions of
the other side and hence to pre-emptive action in the belief that self-defeﬁce,
.which of course is a clearly recognized right under international law, is -
'required. In an age of military high technology, the resort to so-called
‘pte—emptive self-defence without warning can have very dangerous consequences.

.We know that certain States have made agreements with the specific purpose of
’avdiAing incidents involving their naval forces on the high seas. .bther
exper iences have also been gained in the negotiation of confidence-building
measures both regionally and globally. There seems to be a negd for an
international code of conduct concerning both naval forces and aircraft in order to
make it possible to build confidencé,kto avoid the possibility of misunderstandings
"about the intentions of others; and to reduce the risk of éerious incidents. Rules
regarding the behaviour of patrolliﬁg aircraft and reconnaissance flights could be
'iﬁternationalized and formalized in such a manner that those actitivites would not
be perceived as provocative and threatening.

That b;ings me to the question of what the Security Council could

realistically do in the present situation. In our opinion, the Security Council
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could decide to deplore the incident that has occurred and call upon all parties to
act with restraint, encouraging them to settle any disputes and disagreements by

peaceful means.

The PRESIDENT: 1 thank the representative of Finland for his kind Qords
addressed to me. |

Mr. TADESSE (Ethiopia): The Ethiopian‘delegation joins the speakers
preceding me in expressing its condolences to the. people ard Government of Japan ’as
well as to the bereaved family on the death of His Majesty Emperor Hirohito.

Allow me at the outset to éxtend to you, Sir, our congratulations on your
assumption of the pres idency‘ of the Security Council for the month of January; We
are confident that your Qell—known diplomatic skills and wisdom will significantly
contr ibute to the discharge of the oneréus responsibil ity bestowed upon you, in thé
best traditions oé your country.

Our appreciation goes to your predecessor, Ambassador Hideo Kagami, Permanent
Representative of Japan, who conducted the deliberations of the Council during the
month of December with great skill.

"In the same vein, I should like to express the satisfaction of my delegation
to the outgoing members of the Security Council for a responsibility well assumed.

As an‘incoying member of the Council, my country assumes its new )
responsibility with a renewed sense of commiﬁment to the basic principles of the
Charter and to oontributing its due share to the work of this body. You may rest
assured, Mr. President, that the Ethiopian delegation will continué to support all
worthy efforts in pursuit of the maintenance of international peace and security.
let me also take this opportunity to thank the members of the Counc.il as well as
other oolleagues who have wished us their best in meeting the exigencies and
challenges of the heavy responsibility entrusted to us by the overwhelming majority

of the membership of the United Nations.
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The year that has just elapsed haé been descr ibed as‘one ushering in an era of
reconciliation, détente and peace. 1Indeed, it was a year of the blue berets, th
honour ably stood ghard for peace in very troubled regions of fhe world, as well as
of the imagiﬁétive and far-sighted statesmen who charted peace plans for the
resolution of nagging p;oblems.with serious ramifications for the maintenance of
international peace and security. The events that‘unfolded dﬁriﬁg the year and
their pattern-se;ting impact were sucﬁ that the internation&l community almost.

fetishistically believed that the years following that rewarding year were bound to

be Years of the dove.
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In Qiew of such very promising proépects fof the mainﬁenance'of international peaée
and seﬁu;ity we would have’prefer;ed to‘begin‘our'tenure'in the Council in more
auspiciéus circumstances. But the prevailing situation is such that we have been
compelled to pronounce oursglyes on the issue before the Council.

Once again, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has s6ugb£ action by the Council 6n av
matter affecting its right to remain a sovereign,vindependent and non-aligned
nation. |

The incident which culminated in the downihg of the two Libyan airéfaft off
the coast of -the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya‘has drawn the attention of the
international community to the danger 1nherent in such unfriendly encounters
between States. To the ob]ective and 1mpart1al observer of the circumstances which
led to that sad incident, the origin of the problem is not difficult -to dlscern. A
mere chronological asvessment of the unfolding situation which led to the down ing -
of the Libyan aircraft ;ndiqates that the ever-increasing apprehension of the
Unitedistates Government over the alleged éxistence‘of a chemical weapons industry
in Libya'ﬁas bui;ding to a ctitical stage. The high-level pronouncements méde
about tﬁe possibility of United States "surgical or pre-emptive attacks” on a
chemical facilitybin the town of Rabta seemed to portend a bad omen.

- Unwelcome and alarming ‘as such pronounéements have been, appgals for restraint
were made by all those concerned about the cbnsequences of such acts on the
maintenance of intérﬁ§£iona1‘peace and security, It was with that in view thét the

’Cd—ordinating Bureau of Non;Aligned Countries called on the United States
"to desist ffom undertaking acts of aggression and provocation againét the
Libyan Arab‘Jamahiriya:ih violation of international law and the Charter of

the Uni ted Nations";
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‘ Recall@ng
fthat similar threats and media campaighs had preceded the aerial ﬁnd naval
atfécké by the United States on 15‘Apri1 1986 against fhe Libyan cities of
Tripoli and Benghazi", |
the Go—ordipating Bureau
| ”expfessed deep concern and warned that the current'campaign and threéts

served as a pretext for launching fresh acts of aggression against the Libyan

Arab Jamahiriya”.

The events since the issuance of that communiqué on 3 January 1989 seem to have
vinaigateé the timely concern expﬁessed by the non-aligned countries.

,ﬁistory is yet to unveil the nepulous military circunstances which ultiﬁately.
led to the downing of the Libyan jets in the very often trpubled wafers of thé
"southern flank of the Mediterranean. ‘However, one finds it hard to be convinced
that it was by sheer accident that the fighter jets of a great Power with a mighty
fleet in the Meditefranean foqnd themselves at loggerheads with planes of a
littoral State of the Mediterranean.

No less difficult to accept is that the escalation of the mass media campaign’=’
’ against Libya related to the. alleged acqulsitlon of chemical weapons capability,
:espec1a11y pr ior to«the airborne incident and on the eve of the conven1ng of the
iﬁternational.cOnfetence on the strengthening éf‘the‘1925 Geneval Protocol on
-Chemical Weapons, was just a oaihcidence._’

As a ocountry which ﬁaa to 9o throuéh thevhar:owing exper ience resulting from
chemical weapons attacks’onvits civilian population, Ethiopia attachesvgreat
meortance to the entlre subject of the productlon, stockplllng and use of chemical‘
weapons. None the less Ethnopxa f1rm1y believes that nelther the rights nor the

concerns related to these issues can be made the exclusive_preserve of just a few.
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.As members 6f the Council are well aware, the negotiations béihg conducted at thé
Conferénce on Disarmament in Geneva havé reached a fairly advanced stage. It is a
matter of reqteﬁ that a major Power which continues to assume its responsibility in
that forum would resort to diplomatic or quasi-military exercises which would
undoubtedly mar those otherwise noble efforts by the community of nations.’

It is the considered view of the Ethiopian delegation that, when there is
convincing evidence which indicates a ﬁ:tential threat to intefnationél peacerand
seéurity, the concecﬁed Staﬁe.should bring them before the appropriate bodies of
the United Nations. “To reso;t to unilatéral;punitive measures is to hamper the
~favourable climate which‘seems to prevail throughout muéh of the world.

Need we remind the permanent members of the Council that

”Thé parties UO‘anykdispute, the c;ntinuance of which is likely ;o
endanger the maiétenance’of international peace and security, shall, first of ‘
all, seek a solution by negotiation, enquiry, mediation, conciliation,
arbitration, judicial settlement ...", . |

in accordance with the‘spirit and letter of Chapter VI of the Charter.

- Coming as we d  from a cul ture wﬁich'associaﬁes great power with é heightened
sense of fesponsibility and magnanimity, it is our éonviction that~powep must be
judiciously exercised. We bélieve thét those that wield it:should exercise maximum
restraint in any of their undertakings and refrain from threatening the less
power ful States by resorting to unjustified manifestations of military posturing.

As I implied at the beginning of my statement, I speak with a heavaheért.
But the truth must be told and.justice upheld. We cannot afférd to stain the

current international atmosphere, nor should we acquiesce in the erosion of trust

and éonfidence at the international level in order to cater to what might be
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pérceived as a prerogative of the powérs that be. 1Indeed, sﬁch a misplaéed
attr ibute of great éower will have véry grave consequences for the maihténance of
infetnatiohal peace and security. |

The results 66 the painstaking efforts of the best sdns of our Planet must not
be éllowed to vanish because of lack of testrainf on the part of some. It is wiﬁh
this;profound sense bf expectation from the dividends accrued from the promising
political climate of 1988 and with our unswerving commitment to the pfinciples of
the Charter fhat_we urge thé vaerhment of the United States bo}desist from
undertaking acts tﬁat ﬁay lead to prévoéétioh and confrontation.. After ail, the
rule of law must be respecﬁea first and foremost by the great Powers which haver
been granted special responﬁibilities, for very obvious reasons.

At the heart of the maﬁter befdre the Council is more than the existence or
absence of chehical weapons féciiitieé or even the military encounter of aircraft
in unfriendly skies.

The isgue at étake is-no£ whether the focused interesté of global Powers can
be served at the expensé of the sovereiénty of éthers, but rather whethei or not
the sovereign rights of all can bé respected. That is why we continue to believe

. that the rule of international law will prevail over rudimentary impulses of power.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the repr.esentative of Ethiopia for h’irs kindAwords
ad‘dr‘e_ssed to me. | |

Mr . BA {Senegal) (in}:erpretation from French): ‘We share the grief pf ‘the-
Japariese people in tﬁé death of the illust;ious Emperor Hirohito, to whose: mexﬁory
we pay our respects at this time. In these sad circumstances my delegatio:n would
like to convey the sincere condolences of Senegal to the Gove;nment ar_nd. the g;eat :
and friendly people of Japan. | _

Let‘me express to you, Sivr, the Senegalese delegation's warm céngra.tulations
on your ass_ump'tion of the presidency of the Sevcur.ity Council during the month éf
January. We are convinced thaf your personal and professional qualities wili helé
the Couﬁcil to carry _Ol;it its delicate mission in the best possible manner. Senegalr
'is pleased that your qountry, Malays’ia, a friend, and, like my coﬁntry, a meqb‘er of
theVNc‘)n-Aliqned Movement and the Organization of the Islamic Confererncevhas begun a
term of office in. ﬁhe_ United Nationsivbo‘dy entrusted with the main Vresponsibii ity
for the maintenance of international péace and secutvity. We also we1¢orhe Canada, |
Colombia, Ethioéia a_nd Finland to the Security Council, countries >to which we
r‘eaffirm the same sincere and friendly g:o-operation you already enjoy,

Mr. President. ‘ | |

VWe énce agaip expr ess our deep gratil':ude' to srour Vpredeéessor, Ambassador
Hideo KRagami of'Jépan, for all that l;e aéqomplished dur ing his pfesidency in
December, accomélishmenté worthyv of his great country. Ou-r qratitude:_for theii;
fine contr ibutiéns goes also to the ambva.ssad‘ors of Argentina, the Federal Republic
of Germany, Italy and Zambia, whose dountr ies ’h\ave just completed thei; terms of

office in the Security Council.
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Senegal learned with saaness of the incident on 4 Jaauary‘which led to the
destructton,b§ American,armed forces of two Libyan reconnaissance aitcraft above
- the MediterraneanAsea.

-Thig deplorable incident stems, in our op1n10n, from tensions which for
: several yeats have been stlrrzng up the once peaceful waters of a sea whose call to
peace and fruitful co-operation among peoples is based on reasons that are at once
historic, economio, commercial, cultural aad political.

Ir seems to us that resoect for the purposes andlbrinciples of the United
Nations Charter by the States Memberseofvthe‘United Nations, which have in
sovereighty subser ibed to them, woold avoid the creation or ﬁorsening oﬁ‘situations
that inevitably ;ead to soeh inoidents. Among those-principles of our Charter we
should recail in particuiar the peaceful settlement of‘disputes between States and,’
refraining from the‘threat or use of force in international relations. .The Manila
~and New;Yorkaeclarations, adopted by ;he‘General Aeseﬁbly in 1982 and 1987
respectively, emphasize the importanee of respect for those prineiples,

. The incident of 4 January has no'place ih the elimate'of detente now .
prevailing in international relations‘e a climate which all States, indiéidually
and’colleetively, have the duty to preserve, reinforce and broaden, in particular.
by improving~rheit bilateral relarione. It is even to be feared that- the Mlddle
'East peace process. in whlch many efforts of pol1t1ca1 will, imaglnarion and |
’courage’have been deployed, may be negatxvely affected by such an iacident. For
those reasons, Senegal appeals to tbeVUnired States of Amer ica and the‘iibyan Arab’
damahiriya to abstain.from any‘actionvrhat might worsen the‘situation in the .

region.
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We hope that the two partieé concerned will manage to contain the situation
and go beyodd it in order to make goqd use of their determination and will - which
they have reaffirmed many times - to contribute to the consolidation of the climate
of détente énd co-oéeration among nations that éherish the peace, justice and

freedom we wish to see tr iumph.

The PRESIDENT: I thank. the representative of Senegal for his kind words
addresséd to me.

Mr . BROCHAND (France) (interpretation from French): I cannot begin my

statement wi thout expressing the profound sadness with which my country received
the news of the death of Emperor Hirohito of Japan. I should like to join in the
condolences already expressed and extend France's sympathy to the Government and
the people of Japan.

Leé me also exteﬁd to you, Sir, the ocongratulations of the French delegation
on your assumption of the presidency of the Council and to express our gratitpde-to
your'predeéessor, Ambassador Kagami of Japan. T also wish to welcome to the
Secﬁrit? Council your deleéation, the Malaysian delegation, as well as those of
Canada, Colombia, Ethiopia and Finland - countries with all of which my country’has
the most cordial relations of friendship and co-operation, Laétly, 1 exbress our
appreciation to_the delegations of those countries that have recently left the
Council - Argentina, the Federal Republié of Germany, Italy,»Japan and Zambia -_for
their exemplary cbntributions to our wbrk.

France deeply regrets the'inéident~oﬁ 4 January between Libyan and Uﬁited
States air forces in theiMediterraneén;; The érench Government would like here ﬁo
recall unambiguously that‘it wishes above all, at a time when tensﬁoné in the world
are'being reduced, that the‘eastern Mediterranean be no exception and that in this

case reason and calm prevail.
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In this connection, France‘has taken note of the Unitéd States‘statements on
tﬁis incident and on :he fact that it Qas not linked tb concerns éxpressed
elsewhere in respect of a chemical_plant. The Frehch Government also reaffirms its
commi tment to freedom of movement, maritime and airspace, in_ international areas.

bur country, whiéh borders on the Mediterranean, is‘partiéularly concerned
with the maihtenance of stabiligy and peéce in that senéitive region, in which
peaceful development is 2 fundamental goal for the coming yearf We hope th?t
everyone will exercise restraint andvrefrain from any act thai may heighten

tensions.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representativé of France for his kind words
addressed to me.
The next speaker on my list is the representative'of the Sudan. I invite him

to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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_Mt. ADAM (Sudén) (interpretation fromlArabic): I shouldblike first to
convey through yop, Mf. P;ésident, ou:zsiQCEre condolences to ﬁhe friendly
delegation.of Japan and ;&'the Jépanése ééople on the passing of Ehpetor‘ﬂirohito,
who; as the symbol of his nétion, ied his‘people’for'morelthan half a century
through numerous difficulties to its present economic development, prosperity and
peace. The Sudan hés declared an official mourning périod of three days in téspectf
of that great loss. 7 ‘ |

My delegatioﬁ‘hasigreat'pleasure in seeing Malaysia, a Cbuntty which is l
intimately linked to mf-country, joining fhe nembetship>of thé Seburity Councif;'
and seeing its‘delegation preside over the:wotk of thezCouncil fét this montﬁ; ﬁe
are alsb pleased toiw‘elééme the othér 6ew membersv to the Council - Caﬁada,
Colombia, Ethiopia and Finland ~ which, we ére;shte, will enrich the deliberations V
of the Council and cdhtributé‘to échieving ﬁhe desired results. Oﬁ behéif of hy
delegation I should like to expreés our complete éohfidenée in yﬁuf‘abiiity and
compe tence in conducting.the work of the Security Council.

As we bade farewell‘u) the-pést yéar we harboured great hope that
international ana regionalrprdblems and disputesrﬁhaﬁ had occupied fﬁe
inte;national Orgahization for many idng years would soon be resolved so that peace
ana security might prevail ﬁhfoughoutithe worid.: However, thét hopé'wéé dashed byn
the downing of‘two Libyan réconnaissanéé aircraf£ by-United“Stétes'jef fighter
planes on 4 January, at the very beginning of this neﬁ year. We believe that -that
incident constitutes a very‘serious agt of aggression againsﬁ the éisterly'Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, to which we are attached by stroné bdndé of good-néighbourlineSS

and a common destiny.
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In addition, that incident presents a threat to the security of the
Mediterranean region and‘will hamper international efforts aimed at achieviné peace
in:the-Middlg East.

This recent aci of agqfessLon thg Council is now discussing isithe‘fourth time
that sﬁch an-act of aggression has been cémmitted by the United States against the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, offetingvunfouﬁdea allegations and baseless
justificétions. The United States is a major Power and a permanent member of the
Security Counci; and has major intetnational responsibilities. We are deeply
éoncetned’by the frequency of these agts of aggreésion, becadse they imply a Qety
_serious :hfeat‘to international and regional peacé and security and violate the
ptinciples of the non-use 6f force in international relations and the peaceful
settlement ofrdisputes among States. Those acts run counter to the provisions of 
‘. Article 2, paragraph 4, of the United Nations Charter.

Proceeding'from this position, my country and the majority of the Members of
the international Organization have condemned those past acts of aggression and, in
the same wéy.’they;condemn the p;esent act ofvaggressﬁon.'r

The downing bf the two Libyaﬁ planes was neither a coincidenge nor. a
‘surprise. Rather, it occurred in the midst of an intensive and systematic media
campaign against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and in the wake of official United
States threats, which hinted atbthe possibility of military action against a
pharmaceutical plant, on the pretext that the plant was for the production of
‘poisonous gases, despite the denial of those allegations by the Libyan authqrities
and the fact that those author;t;es'declared their readiness to receive a neutral
_fact-finding commission. At the time, my country condemned those threats and

expressed its solidarity with the people of the sisterly Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.
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Among the principles and purposes of the United Nations Charter are the
maintenance of international peaée and security and the settlement 6f disputes by
peaceful means. The repeated acts of aggression we have citea show that those
principles and purposes are being subjected to erosion aﬁd subversion as a result
of individuél acts. Therefore, we believe that the major Powers‘havé international
responsibilities, foremost among which is the maintenancé and strengthening of the
principles of the United Nations Charter and the norms of international law.

Hisbopy has taught us that the military might of major Powers, witﬁ éll their
super iority and hdge resources, cannot suppress opinions, beliefs and the right of
peoples to make their own choices, nor can they suppréss the struggle of,the small
countries, which are no less important in view of their member ship, on ;n equal
footing, in the international Organization. Moreover, those peoples]nb longer
submit to aggression or threats.

My delegation associates itself with the Arab and the non-alignea States in
expressing the hope that the Security Council will assume its'tesponsibilities
under the Chartervf§r the maintenance of international peace and security and that
it will take the neceésary steps to prevent a répetition of aggression against the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. We hope that the Council will condemn that aggression. We -
also affirm the_solidarity of the Government‘and people’of the Sudan with the
Government and people of the sisterly Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

In this regard, the Foréign Ministry of the Republicyof the Sudén issued a
communiqué on 5 January in which it strongly condemned the/downing of the two
Libyan planes and expressed its fpll_suppoft for the Libyan Aréb Jamahiriyé. It

2lso called upon the international community to condemn such acts which threaten
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stability and peace in the Medi terranean, thereby affecting the special strategic
 position of the area, in particular with respect to the Arab States, the
,heighbouring European States and the world at large.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the Sudan for his kind

words addressed to we.
The next speaker is the representative of India. I invite him to take a place

at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr . DASGUPTA (India):’ The Government and people of India learneé with
deep sorrow of the demise of His Majesty Emperor Hirohito of Japah,.and we take
this opportunity to convey our‘deepest’condolenceé to the friendly GaVefhment and
people of Japan. ‘ '

Sir, it gives my delegation particﬁlar satisfaction to see you as President
for this month. We recall your association with India with gréat appreciatioﬁ and
are fully aware of your exceptional diplomatic skills. We are confident that you
will guide the deliberations of this Council for the month of January with
distinction.

We takg this opportunity also to express our appreéiation to Ambassadof
Hideo Kagami of Japan for his conduct of the Councii's meetingé during
December 1988. ‘

On 4 January, two Libyén military aircraft were shot down by United States
navy jets in thé Medi terranean. An official spokesman of the Government of India‘
termed the incident as "ﬁnfortunate“'and added that "such confrontations are
dangefous and can only jeopardize the prospects of peace in tﬁe region about which

the situation has recently become distinctly hopeful®,
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on Thursdéy last the Council heard the statements by the delegations of the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the United States. What is clear to the Council is that
a serious and dangerous iﬁcident haé taken place and that the situation mist not be
allowed‘to deterioféte, | |

This is all ghe more urgent when viewed against the background of recent
events and reports of possible further escalationvaffecting LibYa's‘sove:eignty and
tertitorial integrity. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has felt constrained to come bo:
the Council once again. I should like to draw the atténtioh of members of the
Council to the statement issued by the Co-qrdinating Bureaﬁ of the NonQAligned
Countries on 5 January.

The year 1988 was remarkable, for the hopes it brought for bringing‘about
durable peace in a number of troubléd regiOnsyprthe world and for the»expectations
'that it raised for a definiti?e change in Ehe climate of international rélations -
that nations should seek peace and hot war, dialogue and not bonfrdntatipn. 7

We cannot allow what is still a fragile process to lose momentum and
strength. "That would be tragic indeed.

Regrettably, we appear to have begun the new year with an unfortunate
episode. It is the task of the Counqil to ensure that this is not éllowed to
7esda1ate into confrontation and strife in the region and develop into.a:serious

threat to international peace'and security.

The‘?RESIDENT: I thank the representative of India for his kind words
addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Morocco. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.
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Mf. BENNOUNA (Morocco) (interpretation from French): My country was

deeply saddened to learn of the passxng of His Ma]esty Emperor Hirohito, known to
- all for his patrxotlsm and his oommitment to peace. We wish ‘through you,

Mr. President, to extend our most sincere condolences Vto. the people and Government
of Japan in these sad circumstances.

On behalf of the M:roccan delegation,fl wish to expfeSSVOu:.great satisfaction
at~seeing you, Si:, preside ober the cOnncil's work‘for the month of Januaty. You
reoresent a country which is anjeminent‘member of the Islamic commnnity and with
"which we have close relations characterized bY»friendship and ftaternity, We are
convinced that yourioompetence and your diplomstic experience are the best
guarantee that the Councilts'work wi}lrbe successful.

May’I also oongretulate your predecessor, Ambassador Kagami, on the exemp}ary
way -in which he dischargedbhis responsibilities as President of the Councilllest
month. . |

I‘also take this opportunity to wish the new memoers‘of the Councii every
success in: shouldering their new responsibilities and to express to the‘outgoingr

' menbers oun appreciation of’their efforts to strengthen_peace and harmony in the
community of nations..

The Security Council—is'beginning its work fosv1989 by considering a military
confrontation in which United’States aitcraft downed two Libyan teconnaissance,
1a1rctaft some 60 kxlometres from the wast of leya.

No one contests the fact- no one quest1ons the . tension created by the threats‘
to Whlch Libya has been sub]ected in recent weeks and no one can.disregard the
ser iousness ot the»incident in the present international situation.

However, 1988 came to an end in an atnosphere of widespfead optimism, because‘
of the unprecedented progress in detente between the two b1g Powers and the

pogitive lmpact of that rapprochement on arms reductlon and the settlement of
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fegional confiicts. New‘prospects ére'thus emerging for the maintenance of
internatiénal peace and éecurity and ﬁhe~s£rengthening of the role of the United
Nations as guarantor of a world ordér‘in wﬁich the rights of all nations, large and
small, may be safeguarded, without in any way reducin§ the speCialatesponsibilities
entrusted by the Charter to certain States ; especially thevpermanent'membets of
the Security Council. $

Therefore, the ideal conceived and pfocléimed in 1945, when the Charter was
adoéted, and subsequently thwarted by»the coid‘wat, with‘its resultant zones qf
influence and foreign intervention; may now have the opportuniéy to develop fully
in a world in which éhe death knell ﬁoiis for outdated ideoibgies and ‘obsolete
Messiahism, a world which fully appreciateé the values of tolerance, pluralism,
universal respect for human rights, without any restriction, and interdependence
Qith the unbounded devélopment of human‘créativity.

We were therefoté‘expecting that the Council, which met until the very lasﬁ
dayv of 1988 to coonsider the conditions in~wﬁich'Namibiakwill attain independence
under resolution 435 (1978), adobted 10 years earlier, would begin without delay
from the very beginning of the new year its very héavy schedule of work for the
definitive settlement of regional iséueé in order to advance thé cause of Qorld
peace and security add to lay the groundwork for development and prosperity in the
relevant areas of the world.

Therefore, the destruction by American forces of the two Libyan Aircrafﬁ and
the tension that preceded and follo&eﬂvthatvincident were like thundgr in a calm
sky. That is also why many voices have spoked out‘tobdraw attention to_the
extremely sensitive aﬁd fragile natufé of thevgeo-politicalybalance in the

Mediterranean and to the negative implications of the tension there for the
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promising efforts and the encouraging initiatives for the promising efforts and the
encouraging initiatives that have been made for the settlement of the Middle East
crisis. 7

The Kingdom of Morocco, as a Mediterranean country situated on one side of the
Straits of Gibraltar, has always attached special importanée to thé security of
that sensitive part of the world, and has in particular called for close and
institutionalized co-operation between the countries of both sides of the

Mediterranean and for a reduction of the forces and arms deployed there.
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Fur thermore, our historic, cul tural and religiéus roots, as well as our
national destiny, are closely related to those of our Maghrebi brotﬁers, from
Mauritania to Libya, and including'Algeria and Tunisia, wifh all of whom we are
deterhined to ‘consolidate our age-old common achievements and. to promote an
integrated and harmonious community. ~ As members of the same family we are of
course directly touched and profoﬁndly affected by the threats and use of force
against Libya as well ‘as by any violation of the fundamental rights of that
fraternal qohntry. In such circumstances Morocco hopes that moderation and

restraint will prevail so as to avoid any escalation that might exacerbate emtions

and lead to a serious deterioration of the situation.

It is up to the Security Council to preserve respect for the Charter, which
prohibits any threat or use of force, whether against the territorial integrity and
political independence of any State or in any other manner incompatible with the
»principles and purposes of our Organization. Similarly, it up to the Security
Council to guarantee the stability and security of the Mediterranean by taking
appropr iate measures to reduce tension and to put an immediate end to the threats

to Libya. In that way a positive contribution can be made to the maintenance of
the détente and co-operation that have been characteristic of current international

relations.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Morocco for his kind words

’

addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Bangladesh. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. MOHIUDDIN (Bangladesh): My delegation joins previous speakers in
conveying to the Government and the people of the friendly country of Japan our

deep condolences at the passing away of Emperor Hirohito.
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First of all,‘ailow me to céngtatulate you, Mr. ftesiaent,Aupon your
assumption of your august office. I have not the slightest doubt that you will -
bring the prodigious qualities of your head and heart and intellect to beérfupon
our delibérations and ably guide them to a fruitful conclusion. May I also place
on record our deep appréciation-for ihe~ski1fu1 manner in which your predecessor,
. Ambassador Kagami, conductéd the‘afféirs of the Council.

My delegation would also like to extend a warm welcome to the new members of
the Secuiity Council which we are éonfident, will make signifiéant and positive
contributions to the Council's work. We take 'this opportunity to express our
‘thanks 'to the outgoing members, which made remarkable and commendable contr ibutions
to the Council's success during the past two years.

. The Bang;adesh delegation views with deep concern the recent downing of the
two Libyan jets, which has necessitated the.convening of the current meetings of
the Security Council. Bangladesh considefs it mostvdisturbing that the incident
should have taken place at this point in time, when the international community is
just beginning to hope for a further consolidation of the peace process 'in the
various'parts of the globé,'a process that has gained'new momentum as a result of
recent felaxation of ténsion in the international political arena.

Bangladesh hés closely followed the various stages of this most unfortunate
incident with deep anxiety and is acutely conséious of the imperative necessity to
avoid repetition of such incidents. Those héve the potential of adversely
'affecting.an already tenuous and fragile fabric of peace and security in the region.

Dur ing the last few days iﬁ the_Counéil appeals have repeatedly been made to
;11 éoncerned to exercise utmost restraint and to avoid any act that would render
the situation in the Mediterranean region in particular and the Middle East in

general more complicated. The Bangladesh delegation lends its full support to
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these proposals. We should like to state and stress our firm conviction that peace
in the area - and, for that matter, in'all other parts of‘the world - can best be
served not by pursuing policies based on mistrust or by following paths of
‘confrontation. More pertihently, peace and its maintenance call for moderation and
scrupulous adherence to the reievant provisions of the United Netions Charter
relating to the conduct of inter-State reletionships and settlement of disputes
be tween nations.'

Bangladesh would thus like to urge that all concerned unfailingly and
consciously endeavour to settle their disputes in the region by peaceful means.
Bangladesh strongly believes that there is an urgent need for all to refrain in‘the
conduct of their relations from the threat or use of force against any State or in
any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Natione as enshrined
.in its Charter..

Mr. President, the éangladesh delegation very much hopes that the Security-
Council, under your wise and prudent leadership, will take all necessary and

appropr iate measures to promote peace and security in the region.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Bangladesh for his kiﬁd
words addressed to me.
There are no further speakers on my list for this meeting. The next meeting
of the Security Council to continue consideration of the item on the agenda will

take place tomorrow, Tuesday, 10 January 1989, at 3.30 p.m.

The meeting rose at 12.10 p.m.




