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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

, v .y

VaAsGid U
The agenda was adopted.

uRnt L

LETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PERMANENT
MISSION OF THE LIBYAN ARAB’}BAMAHIR'IYQ ﬁO‘ITfIE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY: CDUN%TL 3/2‘0354) '

LETTER DATED 4 JANUARY 1989 FROM THE CHARGE D' AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE PERMANENT
MISSION OF BAHRAIN TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SE.CURITY
mUNCIL (S/20367)

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decisions taken by theCouncilvat’
its 2835th meeting, I invite the representative of théKLibyan Arab Jamahiriyé'to 
take a place at the Council table; I invite the representatives of Bahrain, Burkina
Faso, Cuba, the Syriaﬁ Arab Republic and Tunisia to take the plaées reserved:for
them at the side of the Council Chamber.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Muntasser (Libyan Arab Jamahirivya)

took a place at the Council table; Mr. Al=-Shaker (Bahrain), Mr. Dah {Burkina Faso),

Mrs. De Florez Prida {(Cuba), Mr. Al-Masri {Syrian Arab Republic)'and

Mr. Karoui (Tunisia) took -the places reserved for them at the-side of the Council

Chamber .

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council that I have received

letters from the repreéentativés of Afghaﬁistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Lao People s Democratic Republxc, Madagascar, Nlcaragua, the Sudan and Uganda in
which they request to be invited to part1c1pate in ‘the d1scu551on of the item on-
the Counqil's agenda. 1In accordance with the usual practice, I propose, with the
consent of the Council, to invite those'representatives to papticipate in the
discussion, without the right to vote, in conformity with the relevant provisions
of the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's pro?isi@hal rule; bf procfedure. |

“There being no objection, it is so decided.
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At the invitation of the President, Mr. Dost (Afghanistan), Mr. Madarshahi

4 {Islamic Republic of Iran), Mr. Khamsy (lLao People's Democratic Républié),

Mr . Rakotondramboa (Madagascar), Mr. Sevilla Boza, (Nicaragua), Mr. Adam (Sudan)

and Mr. Kamunanwire (Uganda) took the places reserved for them at the side of the

Council Chamber.
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The PRESIDENT: The Security Council will now resume its consideration of
the item on its agenda.
The first speaker is the representative of Uganda. I'irivitg him to take a .

- place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. KAMUNANWIRE (Ugénda)z I have the plea,sﬁre to ext;eﬁd to youA,VSi'r,‘ _£he
warm felicitations of the Uganda deiegatipn on your assumption qf'the p'x:e'sid‘encvy of
the Security Council for ‘this mnth”; We hagre great admiration and réSpect for your
countr.-y, Malaysia,_ fc‘)r‘,vitrs ob'jectivity and precision in deal'ing wii;h&ar iouér
international iSSues; Y;)ur wealth of experience and skills will und'oubtedl)’/‘ enable
thg Council to dealjudiciously and justly with the urgent conibla_int now before ic.

We should also like to extend our déep appreciation'and graéitude to the
Ambassador of Japan for the able manner in thch he steered the workvof the Council
in the month of Decenber 198?. He has ‘ieft’ us with an ihdel ible vimpr'essiohb of his,
sagacity and tirélessness for the causé of peace and security throughbﬁt ‘the month
of his presidency.

o

. The Council is considering yet another s'ituation‘created by a defiant policy

based on del iberate aggression by a n'ajdr Power, resulf:ing' in the daning by its
Sixth Fleet of two Libyan planes conddctiﬁg reglixlar‘ reconnaissance patrol in the A’
Medi tefranean watketsbqff the -Libyan coast on 4 J,’anruary 1989.'

The asée,fsions cast by that major Power as a 5us'tification for its action are
unfortunate, let alone regrettable. We had always hoi:ed that as a permahent member
of the Council" the United States had a"sioeciél respo@sibilif:y to refrain from acts
which ate int;imida'tory and provocative. Such acts a;é_ a direct violation of the
United Nation;Chartér and thé obligations under it. ‘They remain a gfave danger to
the peace and security of ther region and of the international qommunity as gr

~whole. They should, therefore, not be condoned but rather condemned.
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(Mr . Kamunanwire, Uganda)

We have élways 6pposed the military presence, attiviﬁies and manoeuvres of
major Powers on the land, in the airspace and thé‘tertitori‘al waters of the
Mbditerranean and any other region. Such acts have remained the majdf root causes
of tension and instability,'and they pose threats of intervention against the
ihdependeﬁce, sovereignty and territorial integrity of small developing countries.

The United States action against t:hé two Libyéﬁ planesv' is politicba‘llyk
:eprehensible'and militarily criminal. It was carefully contrived and premeditated
for the purpose of committing aggressibn' against ‘a defenceless small State undgr
the pretext of manoeuvré#. |

Seither evidence beforé the Counéil nor the recent disinformation campaigns
and‘threats orchestraied b? many , including high-ranking United States Government
kofficiayls, can persuade the international comunity’that such an armed att;.ack on
Liﬁyan planes was within the meaning of Article 51 of the Charter. That Acrticle
reither gives any country unlimited freedom to strike at another s’oVeréign State in
the name of defence nor ﬁustifies aégtession, arrogance and disrespect for
international law.i Rather, it renders the right of self-defence to a Menbe; State
which is actually being attacked, until the Security Council takes appropriate
action. _ ‘ -' . E /

The Ugandan .delegation fullly stan‘ds behind the position taken by the members - [
of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries at tﬁeir meetings on 3 and
5 Janqary 1989. We join in the condemnation of this unprovoked aggression, which f
cc;nstitutes an act of State terrorism and a violation of internatic;nal law éﬁd the \
: Char ter of kthe United Nations. The internatipnal community, the United Natio'ns and : Y

especially the Security Council have obligations under the Charter to ensure that
3 .

o

such incidents cease forthwith.
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(Mr. Kamunanwire, Uganda)

The present United States mili tary bu11d-—up off the Libyan coast is ev1dently
for aggression and not for manoeuvres.v The mternational community, particularly

the Council, should demand the urgent wi thdrawal of Umted “States naval forces in

'the reglon. This would prevent the outbreak of a conflict of wider proportlons and

unforeseeable catastrophlc consequences “for peace and stabnity in the reg1on and .
the rest of the world. Such timely actmn by the Counc11 would«go a long,way _
towards guaranteeing the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
Libyan Arab Jamahir iya':an'd other Temall peace-loving countr ies in the region. -_

Uganda joins the members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and other

,peace-lovmg ‘countr ies 1n reafflrmmg 1ts full support for and solidar1ty with the

Libyan Arab Jamah1r1ya in safeguardmg 1ts 1ndependence, soverelgnty and
terr1tor1al mtegr ity. It is our earnest appeal that wisdom will prevall among all

countrles to give peace a chance in the region.

The PRESIDENT: T thank the representative of Uganda for the Xind words

he addressed to me.

Mc. NOGUEIRA-BATISTA (Brazil): Let me extend throngh you, sir, our

congratulatlons to your country, Malays1a, as a new member of the. Counc11 and also

: congratulate you personally on- your assumptmn of the h1gh office of Presnient of

thxs body for the month of January. ‘T should also like to extend to your t
pzedecessor, the Ambassador of Japan', our appreciation for his performance as
President of the Councll durmg the month of December. Allow me also to extend

through you, Slr,l o' the other new members of the Council - Colombla, Ethiopla,

Finland and. Canada - 3nd thelr representatives our warm welcome.
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(Mr . Nogueira-Batista, Brazil)

The ‘Brazilian Government noted with’concern thé'incideht in the Mediterranean
Sea which ;eSﬁlted in the shooting down by the United States air force of two
Libyan miiitary aircraft on 4 January 1989.

Our concern is heightened by‘the fact that this regrettable incident took
piage at-a mment when the intern;tional_community'is reasserting its coﬁfidénce in
récourse to peaceful means for the settLemenﬁ of disputes, in accordance with the
‘principles of the United Nations'Charter.

Under9prevailingrconditions,-there is a clear need for all invol&ed to béhévez
prudently and in conformity with the ir intgrnatiqnal 6b1igations.

The:Braziliaﬁ delegation cﬁnsiders itrappropriate that this ser ious incident

' has been brought to the attention of the Security Council. Itvthus p;ovides tﬁe
iﬁternatibnal o)mmunity with an opportunity to egeréise a good-offices role by
:encouraging the parties to enter into diaiogue in.brder to Eeddce'and_gventually‘
: b‘eiiminate the tensions between them which occasion such iqcidents.
The Braziliah deiégaﬁion Qodid thus be prepared to join the Council in an
Appéal to the parties for a serene and objective assessment of eachkother‘s
jinfentipns, in addition to strict coﬁpliance with thé prihcipies of. the Charter
regarding,the peaceful éettlement df disputes.. wé would also be“preparéa to
'c¢nside; favoﬁrably thevpossibilityrof requesting thevSecretary—Géneral to explore
“with thevparties ways and means for:achieving a peaceful solution of the
differénces between’them.
The elimination'of these teﬁsions would also aliow the international community
to concentfate its efforts on the peateful:solution of outstandiné ques tions of.é
; broader nature to which both cohntries aré in a pbsition to ma?e signifiéantréna

" positive contributions.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Brazil for his kind words

addressed to me.

Mr. BEIONOGOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): Mr. President, at the outset I congratulate you on your assumption of

the presidency of the Security Council and wish to express the conviction that your

‘impressive professional abilities will enable you successfully to guide the work of

the Council during this wonth. I wish also to voicé my‘appreci_ation to . your
pre_deq_essor, Amvt.;as‘sadorv Kagami of Japan, for his able guidance’_o'f the Council's
work last month. ;

I shoﬁld like to greet the new member s of the Security Council - Canada,
Colombia, ,Et!1_iopia, Finland and Malaysia - and wish the tepresentati\%es of those
counti iés every success and fruitful participation in the work of the Council.

May I also extend to the representatives of Argentina, the Federal Republic of

»Germany,.Italy and Zambia our appreciation for the genuine contr ibution they mage

to the work of the Council and for their co-opera{:ion in solving the matters before

Cit.

The Soviet Union considers the réquesl; made by the Libyan‘ Arab Jamahiriya for
an urgent meeting of the Security Council fully justified. The inciident tha»t
occurred off the coast of Libya in which two Libyan aircraft were shot down cannot
but elicit feeling\sv of extreme concern;." As was stated by the tepresentativé,of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairé of the USSR:

| "News that Washington's anti{fLibYan campaign had produced an armed clash
over the Mediterranean ... has béen received with indignation in_Moscow."

There was absoluf.el? no reason fo; the United States to use armed force, for

nobody had attacked the aircraft or the ships of the United States in the regign.

‘We cannot agree to the argument that the military aircraft of one State - in this

instance the United States - are entitled to open fire on the aircraft of another
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(Mr. Belon;gov, USSR)

State simply because those aircraft had come close to them in international air
space. If we accept as proper the actions undertaken by the. two United States
aircraft, how are we tovav01d arbitrary action,‘further armed clashes and utter
m'danarchy in international air space? The reference by the United»States
representative to Article Sl of the Charter, relating to self-defence,eis'
,absolutely unfounded. |
Another source of our concern is that the incident offlthe coast of Libya took
place against the background of a marked buildeup in the American naval forces in
the Mediterranean and an extensive anti-Libyan campaign‘by the United States which‘:
‘has been developing 1n the last few weeks and open threats of dealing a new blow
against Libya. In view of past experience, such threats cannot simply be
disregarded. | B
In an attempt to justify its threats against Libya, Washington 1nvokes that
,country s alleged intentiOn to produce chemical weapons. The American mass media
have also clamoured ﬁor punishment of‘the Libyan Arab Jamahir iya for its supposed
involvement in the downing of the American airliner'over.Scotland.' Ashis
well—known, however, TripoliihasviSSued fr equent official denials that it wants §°'ig
acquire military toxic substances. _
| The Secretary of the People s Committee of the People s Bureau for Foreign
Relations of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mr. Jadalla Azzouz Talhi, addressed a
letter to the Secretary—General (S/20348) referring to this matter. The leader of.aA
the Libyan revolution, Muammar Qaddafi, has suggested that representatives of the ot
diplomatic community and foreign journalists should visit the complex in Rabta
which has aroused such doubts in the United States. Mr. Qaddafi has also re]eoted

affirmations about his country's participation in the downing of the Boeing 747,



JB/6 _ : S/PV, 2836

(Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

In suoh circumstanoes, talk about the use of force agéinst Libya is puzzling,
to say the least. As was emphasized in the statement of the representetive of the
Minister of‘Foreign‘Affairs of the USSRz ;

"One cannot agree to a situation where the United States, which is a
1permanent member of the UN Security Council, usurps the r1ght to pass sentence
on thls or that sovereign State which does not suit it - Libya in the’given
caee. Irrespective of pretexts, the use of force contradicts international
law and runs. counter bo the efforts of the world communlty to find polltical
solutlons to the existing confl1ct situations”. | |

The mxlitary'action under taken by the USA fs not in any way in accordance witn the
processes now occurring in the international arena. It is also in'cleer
contradiotion‘of the general trend towards breaking the deadlock in the Middie East
settlement process. Such prospeCts, which had been opened up, inter alia, thanks

to the initiation of an American-?élestinianvdialogue, apparently are not pleasing |
vto some. | | . ‘ | | ‘

It is clear that any further military act1on, from whatever source, would fn
‘these circumstances be a blow bo the improvement of the international situation.

Our planet is not yet so'big that tension in any particular region does not have e
negative impact on whet occurs in the international community as e whole.

1 should like to draw attention to one other thinq which, in our view. is an
ektremely,impOrtant espeot of~the.incident‘that ocourred off the coast of Lioya;
Acooraing to the American version, the Libyan aircraftpuere'shot down, owiné.
supposedly, to a generai impreseion'that they vere épproaehing the American
aircraft with hostile intent. In 1988, an Iranian. passenger airliner was shot
down, also because the commander of the AmericanbgarShip considered'the aircraft to
have hostile intent. 1In other worde, in both casee, euen'if we disreqard,tne

theory of intentional destruction, those who fired the weapon were laboring under
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{Mr . Belonogov, USSR)
the stereotype of the "face of the enemy”. And so the c’;ues.tigh n_aiturall? arises:
isn't it time to pﬁt'an end to such dangerous approaches and assﬁmptions? - As was
emphasized invhis statement at the forty-third séssion of thé General_Assembly, the
General—Secretary of the Central Commlttee of the Communist Party of the Sov1et
Union and Chairman of the Presidium of the Suprene Soviet of the USSR, M1kha11

Sergeivich Gorbachev, the buxldlng of a new world assumes in particulars -

", .. tolerance, a willingness t perceive something different as not
necessarily bad or hostile, and an ability to learn to live side by side with
others, while remaing different and not always agreeing with each other"”.

(A/43/PV.72, p. 12)

And even if the régime in Libya,ié not pleasing to some in the USA, the modern
. interrelated and interdependent‘world requires self-restraint and the comblete
renunciation of the use of force, primarily on the part of those that have
particularly great fofce available to them,i : c
Trhe' Soviet delegation should also like to,emph‘asize that the tragic incident

thai has occur:gd once again highlighté the question of the adoption of practiéal
measures'to strengthen security in the Mediierranean. - Guided by:the unbreakable .
link between security in the Mediterranean region and security in Europe, the
Soviet Undon has proposed,that‘agfeement be reached on joint measures of agreement
in the Mediterranean so that the armed forces in the region might be redqced'with a
viewkﬁb the withdrawal of nuclear-armed ships from the‘area and to their
non-deployment in the territory of non-nu&leat countries in the Mediterranean, and
so that the nuclear Powers would undertake nd£ to use sﬁch weaponry against»any‘
Mediterraneén country that does not allow such weaponry to be deployed in it. The.
Soviet side has no need of a permanent Soviet fleet in the Mediterranean. If the
USA were to withdraw its navy from the Medi terranean, the Séviet would immediately .

do the same.
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{Mr. Belonogpv;‘USSR)

The Soviet side is prepared to act togeth'er with all interested countries to
advance the transformation of the Mediterranean into a zone of peace and
co-ope;ation by collectively searching for.constructive-selutiOns~ana for the
further development of a non-conftentatibnal dialogue on theée matters.

We hope that this conflict will not broaden and that it will not lead to an
escalation of,confrontation.{>We believe that, in the circumstances, what is
' reqnired is a reeponsible and carefully thought out approach and a demonstration of
maximum restraint.

The Security Council, nhich bears the principal responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace, is called upon to give a proper evaluation of
what has occurred, to take measures for the swift normalization of the situation

and to avert any repetition of such illegal actions.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representa,ttve of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics for his kind words addressed to ms.

Mr . RANA (Nepa1)° "Allow me, first of all, to oongratulate you most ‘
sincerely, S1r, on your assumption of the high office of the ptesidency of the
Secretary for the month of January 1989 You represent a oountry with which Nepal
has extensive ties of ’ir’iendship and'cé-operation' and shares a common comitment to
the ideals of non-alignment, intemationel peace and develppnent. -1 am well a_wate'
of your many personal qualities and feel confident: that you will guide the worg of
the Council with wisdom and skill.

I also take this opporbtunity to extend a very warm welcome to the delegations:
of Canada, Colombia, Ethiopia, Finland and Malaysia to the Council. The new
menbers bring to the reconstituted Council a wealth of experience and a deep
commitment to serve the cause‘ of international peace and security. We look forward

to working with them in close oonsultation and co-operation.
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(Mr. Rana, Nepal)

I also wish to avail myself‘of this opportunity to express our great
admiration for the excellent manner in which Ambassador Mr. Hideo Kagami of Japan
conducted tﬁe‘business of the COgncil' dur ing the month of D;_ceubgr. "’I wish also to
pay a tribute to the delegations of Argéﬁtina, the Federal Republié of Germany,
Italy, Japan and 2ambia for their constructive role and contributions as mgnbers of
the Security'Codncil over the past two years.v

We have received the report of the downing‘of two i.ibyan aircfaft by Uni ted
States nafral fighter planes with great concern and apprehension. The Council had
the opportunity to listen yesterday to ’f_he statements and explana tions of the
representatj.ves of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the. United States of America on
‘the subject. - Although the views and versions of the two sides 'involxlre‘d in this
unfor tunate incident were different and conflicting, all of us agreé that it has
raised the sense df. insecurity and tension in the ‘area‘ - and 1t is this aspect of
the situation that calls for the serious attention of the Council.

While my _rd‘eliegatio'n would like to believe that the shooting down of the Libyan
‘airc:aft, though highly unwarr‘anted, was an isolated incidenf., it nt‘me‘ the less has
overall implications for international peace and security. As such, it cannot be
oconsidered a closed chapter unless effective measureskare 'takeri to defuse tensions
heightened by the recent military activities in the region, particula:ly in the
light of the threat to use force against; the alleged chem.ical-weapovns plant in.
'Libya. Nepal has a‘lways been strongly opposed té the production and use of
chemical weapons by any State and has 's'upported all Unitéd Nations ihiti‘atiVes o
ttiiis eﬁd. However, we believe that this matter should be resolved within the
- context of the 1925 Geneva Protocol, which is being reviewed by the inter national

community at the Paris Conference beginning tomorrow.
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The final elimination of chemical weapons can be aehieved only th't’ongh ‘the
cpnclusion of a global and'adequately.'.ver ifiable conventien, now being negetiated
in Geneva. We atebagalnst the selective smglmg out of countries for pressure and
punitirve ‘action. 1In th1s context, we welcome the readlness of the L1byan |
authorities to allow an mternatmnal 1nspect10n of their plant. My delegatlon i
also feels that such a recourse to force has long-term impl ications for peace in
the Viedl terranean region, wh1ch is already beset with unresolved cr 1ses and open
confl 1cts. This is why the non-aligned ‘countr ies are acti-vely enqaged in vthe |
effort to transform the r"egionlinto a eon’e of 'f.peace and co-operation. Furtheimote,
rt.he incident has the potentlal to subvert the prospect for peace ptecess in the
Middie East, which has begun to show some movement forward in recent times.
| Nepal is convinced that the threats to peace and security 'can be removed'only
throuéh joint efforts of all States and by’polvi tical and peaceful means, tak ing4
inrm account the legitimate security concerlns of all oountr ies. Nothing .should' be
done to ijeopardize t}xe Vslustaine‘d imptevement in the international’_clima te :over the
past few years. This progress has opened up the possibil’ity of‘ discussing conuﬁon
issues and seek ing a resolution of conflicts in an atn\csphere of mclerstanding -and
accommodation . The secur it? o'f_one State at the expense oflothers is inconCei\;able
and unacceptable. Cemmo_n ané' equal seenrity for all can only be realized thrpugh'
mutual fe’spect, confidence and co-operation. -

The Secur ity Council has the duty to ensure str Lct adherence by all States to
the fundamental principles of internatwnal law and of the Charter of the Umted
Nations. Therefore, we‘relterate our appeal to all States to abide by the
principle that force or the threat‘of force wi‘ll not be used against the

territorial integrity and political and economiec independence of States. The
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problems like those in the Meditérranéan,region can be resolved only through

dialogue and not through pressure or the use of force. The United States, by ,  7 3

ﬁir;ue of its position as a permanenthember of the Security Council, has even : \

“ greater responsibility in ensuring the hpplication'of these fuhdamehtal principles; \
The PRESIDENT: I thank‘the‘feptesentative of ﬁepal for his kind words ,' j\
éddfeséed to me. - - B o - o C : \

The next speaker is the representative of Madagascar. I invite him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr . RAKOTONDRAMBOA (Madagasca;i (iﬁterprétation from french): I should -
.;ikerto congratulate you, Sir, on ybur assunption of the presiaen¢y_of the Sechtity
Council for the month_of’Jandary and wish you every success as you discharge yéur
mandate.' We are sure that your extensive knowledge of international affairs and

: your outstaﬁding quﬁlities as a diplomat will be a valuable contribution to the
.ksettlement:of problems before the Council. o | N ,Ei
: ﬁé wiéh also t§ téke‘this opportﬁnity to extend our thanks té allythevmembefs - 1
gofjthg Council for béing so kind as to allow us to participate in this debate. v - Y

We learned with dismay of the incident that had just occurred in the central

Mediterranean, in which two Libyan aircraft on reconnaissance were shot down by two '\ :
. : . : ! . . s . \ o

United States aircraft. We will not go into the details of this trajic occurrence, \u

‘which were amply described by the representétive of the Libyén Arab Jamahiriya in o \

his statement yesterday to the Council. 1Instead, we shall draw attention to the
.dangerous consequences to peace'and secérity in the region of this latest act of

force by the United States of America against a brother non-aligned country, the

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.
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Indeed, the incidence was no mere chance occurrenée. It was an unprovoked and
premeditated act of aggression, part of the policy of destabilizatibn carried ouf
by the current United States Adfinistration against the Libyan people and its -
leaders since it came to power. We all fecall what happened in 1981‘when two
Libyan aircraft were shot down off the coast of Libya. 1In Marchv1984 the Security '
Council once again had to take up the question of atgacks against the SOVereigﬁty o
and independenée of Libya. In addition to all that, one has to bear in mind the

var ious provocative and threatening military manoeuvres by the American Sixth

Fleet,;on a standing basis, off ;he coast of’Libya.

In January 1986 the United States Administration flagréﬁtly violated the most
elementary norms of international léw when it imposed comprehensive economic
sanctions against Libya. 1In April of that same year the United States air force

and navy bombed the Libyan cities of Benghazi and Tripoli, causing the death Qf'

innocent civilians.
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All those ,acis oAf’viblence were condemned by the international community when
. they occurred, in part;cular by the t;wgnt;y—second Conference of the Heads °f_ State
v_or Government of the 6;gan ization of 4A£rican bni'ty (QAU) s the Eighth St;mmit‘
Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement, at Harare, and the General Asseinbly’ in
_ resoldﬁibn 41/38. | |

We all agree that 1988 has seen a relaxation of i{nternatioﬁal tension .and a
éro’pitioué Atmosph,ere for a just and lasting séitlement of regional conflidts.
Imagine th’en our astonishment to see a resumptio}n‘ of the rdisinfo;mation campa ign
carried out by _c'er‘tain circles against; Libya in réspeét of a pharmceu;ical factory
beipg built by the Libyans. Concerned with the i'nternﬁsity of this hostile f:ampaignr
by the} United States ax_'xd with the imminenf. danger of a fur ther show of force
agairist Libya; the nop-faligned countr ie_s'ori 3 Januar:y issued a communiqué urgently
apéea’ling to the Ame‘tidaq Administf:ationrtro renounce all acts of aég;ession and
prqvoéati'dn. against Libya in violation of international law a"nd the United Nations
Charter'..-k | |

Ou;: concern and apprehension were indeed justified_.’for we all know what
happeﬁed the day after the issuance of 't>hat communique’. |

Tﬁisz hostile policy against Libya‘ deser ves to bev appropr iately condemned by -
the int.e,rnétional community , ahd we hoée that the Security}'.Cc_)unci‘l, which hag the
responsibility for the mainte’nahce of 1n£ernationa1 peacé and secur ity, will so
condemh it. , ) =

True to its principles, the Demécratiq Republic of‘Madaqasvcar‘ - which has
always cbnidemned any show of f9r¢e by 'the npfe power ful - strongly condemns this
latést act of violence ‘and wishes to take this oppori:unity’ to reéffirm its full

solidarity with the Libyan people and their leaders.
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In conclus ion, I should like to read out the followAing message sent todaby by
His Excellency Mr. Didier Ratsiraka, President of the Democratic Reéublic of
Madagascar, to the Seéretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, following qpon
this act of anression aqainst Libya:

*This latest resurgence of aggression, officially announced, which was
perhaps premeditated and which hae now taken the form of the aerial inéident
in the Mediterfanean againét thebSOCialist People‘s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
cahnot pefmit peace and justice—loving countries to temain silent. At a time.
when the United Nat10ns quxte rightly feels ptoud of its outstandlng
achlevements in the settlement of deadly 1nternat1ona1 conflicts and continues
to make a contribution to the establishment of international peace and
security by way ef negotiations, the Democratic Republic of Madagascar deeply
fegrets the emergence of this new hotbed 6f tension, the justification for
which is based on ill-founded allegations and a deliberate will eo resolve a
political dispute by violence.

‘In so far as it may still'be poesible to prevent i;iepafabie actions,
and rather than the Security Councii being‘seized of an intractable situation
after the fact, I appeal to you to & everything possible - as ‘is your wont -
to ensure éhat fhe United Nations can reverse a process:which qey indeed érove
te be'frauqht with dangerous consequences. o

"In any event, the question of the production and use’of chemical weapons '
cannot be a matter’of concern to one couhtry-dnly. The soon to.be convened
Paris Conference is undoubtedly the proper fbrum to discuss the issue

- democratically without any one State, whatever its size or responsibilities.
arrogating to itself the right to»settle unilaterally a ma:ter which concerns

the international community as a whole."
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T§§TPRESIDEN?§ I thank the representative of Madagascar for hié kind -
words addressed to me.
Thé'nézg speaker is the representative of Nicaragua. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his sﬁatement.

Mc, SEVILLA BOZA (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish):s First of all

let me say how pleased our delegation is to see your country, and»you peréonally,
presiding over the work of this lofty body this non;h, We also wish to take this
oppor tunity to expréss our appreciation for the work accomplished by

Ambassador Kagami of Japan last month.

We had hoped that the dawning‘of 1989 would usher in a new era of peace and
prosperity. The process of détente begun with the arms reduction agreement between
the Soviet Union and the United States, and the progress made towards a solution of
certain regional conflicts, gave rise to cautious optimism in the international
community which was broadly reflected in the work of the forty-third éession‘of the
General Assembly in a general climate of understanding th&t oftenkled gs to think
that tﬁe:e were real possibilities of reducing international tensions,

Legs than a month ago there was genuine hope for peace in the Middle East, and
the international community strongly supported efforts in,that difectioﬁ.

But that hope for peace was too good to be true, and it seems that it‘faded
away after Christmas, for little more than 48 hours ago we witneséed an act of

~armed aggression against a State Member of this Organization and of the Non-Aligned
Movement. Once aéain military force has been used against the integrity,

soveteignty and independence of an Arab sister State.
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(Mr. Sevilla Boza, Nicaragua)

Once again the principle of refraining from the threat br use of force in
‘international rélation§ has been igndred, and the couﬁtry which;hasjfiagtaﬁtiy
violatéa this fundémental principle of international coexisténce and othets wés not
a small or underde&eloped codhtry but one ﬁhich, on the basis of-its economic and
military might, has proélaimed‘iﬁséif the judge and executor of law in the world;
using for that purpose its own law, the law of force.

The attacked cbuntry is again the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the aggreésor
Power is againlthe United Staﬁes of America, which,‘vibléting fundameﬁtal
principles of international law, hés heightehed tensions in the Middié~East‘and the

- Central Mediterranean, thus endangering’internationél peace and securigy,
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(Mr. Sevilla Boza, Nicarégua)

It is with grave concern that Qe appear before the Security'Council today to
denounce the downing of two Libyan air fo;ce reconnaissance aircraft by United
States combat aircraft belonging to the Sixth Fleet, stationed in the central
Mediterranean.

NiCafagua bélieves that it was not an_isolated or chance incident; it was a
premeditated terrorist act, part of a larger plan to conduct systematic attacks
“against the indepeﬁdence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya. We say that it was not a chance occurrence because the United States
_/Government itself had recently publicly threatened the Libyan Arab Jaméhiriya with
military force, alleging that that country was buildihg a chemical weapons plant.
Just as on 15 April 1986, when the Libyan cities of Tripoli and Benghazi were
-attacked by the ﬁnited States, the threats have been carried out. In both cases
they were preceded by a campaign of disinformation and systematic threats designed
‘@o confuse international and United States public opinion.
| If‘the international community were to accept unilateral accusations and the
1illéga1 and arbitrary actions of the_United States against Libya, it would be
condoning a dangerous precedent - that of a super-Power, shielded by>its military
might, claiming the role of global policeman and, with no regard for international
law or principle, taking justice into its own hands, on the basis of groundless
accusationé and pretexts. |

Tﬁe recent action by the United States against the Libyah Arab Jamahiriya is
rfrom all points of view condemnable - all the more so since the Libyan Governmeﬁt
had shown flexibility and goodwill by iﬁs willingness to have an international

investigation to the United States éllegations.
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(Mr. Sevilla Boza, Nicaragua)

The aggression against Libya, the latest in a series of attacks and thréats_;
since 1981, is even more seribus and-condemnable bearing in mind thét the Unitgd o
States, as a permanent member of thé Sééurity Council, has the fundamental
responsibility of presérving interna;ional‘peace ana éecurity and of totally
respecting the principles;of the Char ter. :Howevér, its attitudé comes as no
surprise to us, since it has been the basicféharacterisfic of the preﬁent'Upited
States Administration over the past eight4years.

Nicaragua is an excellent'example.of that policy of aggression and
destabilization, which has claimed more than 56,000 victims and has caused.
incalculable damage to our eﬁondmy. Beééuée wé are vefy fémi;iar‘with this poiicy
of threats, blackmail, provocation aﬁé~acts of aggressioh;'we cpﬁdemn, juét as the
Co-ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned Movement did yesté;dayr; this new act of
aggression acjaihst"Libya,'which undOubtedh’f éonstituteé ar; aét of State terrorism
and is aiflagrant viélation of international law and the Cha;ter;>'

The Non-Aligned Movement has repeatédiy advocated making the‘Meditefranean a
zone of peéce,‘sgcurity and co-operation,‘bgt'théSe_aspirations‘of the
ihternational communi ty hgve been openly'obstructed by ﬁhe'arroganCe of the United
States. | |

Our delegation considgrs'that fhe'internationa1 o3mmﬁnity - and in thig‘
specific case the Security Coﬁncil - mqst;take urgent measures to coﬁdehnvthiSPQct o
'QE unprovoked'aggressioﬁ and to prevent the recufrence of such acts and thus aveft
ka deepening of tension in the region. ‘

The aggresso;,POQer hust'put an eqd to its acts of force and reduce its naval‘
presenée around the ierfiﬁarial daters of thé,LibyanvArab Jamahirtya; a.presence
rwﬁich S0 far,has served only tp increage tension in the Meditefranean, endaﬁgeting

the peace efforts in the region.
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(Mr. Sevilla Boza, Nicaragqua)

In conclusion, i'wish to expfess the support and compléte solidarity of the
' people and Government of Nicaragua with the people and Government of the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya at this time, when once again they have been victims of an

unjustifiable and condemnable act of military aggression.

The{PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Nicaragua fbf‘his kihd
- words addressed to me. |

The néxt spgaker,isvthe representative of the Lao People's Democragtic
Republic.' I invite him to £ake a pléce at tﬁe Council table and to make his
statement. | |

Mr ., KHAMSY (Lao People's Democratic Republic) (interpretation~froh
rFreﬁchj: I thank the Council for glvxng me ‘the opportunlty to speak Sir, and also/:
congratulate you warmly on your assumpt1on of the 1mportant post of Pres1dent of
‘the Council for the month of January. I extend to you and the other members of the
Ccuhcii my best wiéhes for a good ygar; ﬁay_it be‘full of sﬁccess as Qou carry out
your noble work for'the‘strengthening of international peace and secu;ity.

i also pay tribute, Sir, to your predecessbr, Ambassador Hidéo,Kégami of
Japan, for his efforts and the patiencé he’denbnstrated as he guided the Council's
extremély difficult and sensitivebwofk last month. | |

It is indeed regrettable that at the:very beginning ofra new year, which began
‘juét a Eew‘days ago full of promiée'of‘peace and détente,iour world has witnessed a
ser ious. event - the shootlng down of two Libyan m111tary aircraft on a roatlne
reconnalssance flight over the Medltetranean, not far from the coagt of the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, by fighter aircraft belonging to a country situated‘several
‘ﬁhousand kilomefres from that coast, a country that\haé invoked the right of

_ "self-defence.
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(Mr . Khamsy, Lao People's
Demcratic  Republic)

Tak ing into‘accoﬁnt the disinformatiop campaign waged in thé ﬁress and
official circles of the United States to put the blame on Libya and its leadérs, we
fear that the iﬁcident might well be the prelude to larger-scale armed aggression
agains£ that country's sovereignty and teiriborial integrity in the very neat
future. This is confirmed by the efforts,ﬁade by the Government in Washington to
rally to its cause American public opinion and Congress as well aé its:major allies
in Western Europe. As long as the threat of aggfession hangs over Libya, this
unprovoked attack can in no way be regarded as an isolated act, even though those
responsible in the Pentagon have hurriedly declared that_the file is closed.

It is said that history repeats itself. This tragic history began in
ABugust 1981, when for the first time two Libyan military aircraft were shot down by
American fighters in the Gulf of Sirte; In March 1986 ships and other Libyan
defence installations were again attackeds; on that occasion the attack was followed
by the bormbing from the air of the cities of Tripoli and Benghazi in April that

year, causing loss of human life among the civilian population and major material

damage.
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(Mr . Khamsy, Lao People's
" Democratic _Republic)

Because of the repetition of suqh typical acts of aggression against that
country and because of the gravity ofithe present situation» ny d_‘el'egal_tio:n considers,
that the Government and peopie of Libya have every right to take steps, even |
militarily, to protect their industrial iﬂStallations, in Rabta and _elsewﬁere, and
to ensure the 1egitimate defence of ;:heir own terri tory. The refusal of the Uni ted
States to exclude use of the military option agamst the Rabta factory has only
served to increase fears of the pcss1bil1ty of an armed aggression agamst Libya
~ and an escalation of tension in the region. |

The intetnational community must therefore make every effort to prevent any
further deterioration of the situation in the Medi terr&nean; which cbﬁld ser jously
jeo_pardize, the common rlope of mak_ing'th'at ‘reg‘ion a zone of peace, security émd
co-operation. That deterioration is all the more damaging in that it undermines
the present atmospiiere of détente and international co-operatiéri.

The 120 People's Dem.cr‘atic Republic» condemns and deplores any act of armed
aggression directed against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, a soverei.gn country and a
Member of the United Na‘tionsv, and it calls upon forej.gn navalk.forc_es to yi thdréw
' from the trégion. We deplore the fact that the gimboat policies of the pas‘tl should
"still be practised by a major Power in these final years of rthe twenti‘eth'»cehtury,
and'we‘ call upon the Counéil to take appropriate 'measur'_es _to put an end to such
practices, wherever they may‘occur, in order to open up 6nce ,and' for all rhe pa_tti
to better understanding, dé;ent;e aﬁd, coéoperation among States. | |

The PRE‘SIDENT: I thank the representativé of the Lao People 's Demcratic

Republic for his kind words addressed to me.
I should like to inform members of the Council that I have just received a
‘letter from the representative of Mali in which he requests to be invited to

participate: in the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda. In accordance
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(The‘President)
with thé usual practicé, I'ptopose; with the consent of the Council, to iﬁvite'that
representative to participate in the discussion, without the right £o~vote, in
conformity with the relevantyprovisions of thé Chartér and tule 37 of the Council's
provisional tuies of procedure. |
There being no objection, it is so decided.

Atrtherinvitation of the President, Mr. Diakite (Mali) took the place reserved

. for himrat the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: I invite the representative'of Mali to take a place at
the Council table and to make his statement.
Mc. DIAKITE (Mali)(interpretation from French): I should like first of

all to cong:atulate you, Sir, on your assumption5of the presidency of. the Secutrity
{

Council for the month of January. I am all the more pleased é; your presence in

the Council because your country, Malaysia, énjoys excellent relations wiﬁh,mine.

There can: be no doubt that under your enlightened leédership the work of the.

Council will be successful. Your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of

Japan, also deserves our warm congratulations for the*oﬁtstanding.manner in'whiéh
he quided the Council's work last month.

I.should also‘}ike to - thank the outgoing members of the Securiéy Cou&cil fof
their praiseworthy coﬁtribution to the search for peace and the maintenancé of
international security. My delegation extends its warmest congratulations to the
new members of the Council. /

On Wedneéday, 4 January, according to the initiai information furniéhed_to us
by the Chargé d'affaires ad ;ntetim‘of the Permadent Miss ion of tha Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya to the United Nations, two Libyan reconnaissance aircraft on routine
patrol were: downed near the»Libygn coast by American intercéptor aircraft. That

incident, which my delegation'deplores, was preceded by a series of events that
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prompt us: to regard it as a p;emeditated act. Indeed,ithe official‘American
threats to destroy an alleged chemicalfweaponé plant.in Libya, together with the
purpor tedly coincidenﬁal concentration of United States wérships in the
Meditertanean, created a crisis atmosphere that could well have been avoided.
'Manoeﬂvres that under normal circumstances would have had no.particulat
significance were interpreted by the United States in this specific instance as
hostile acts constituting an armed éggtession against the United Stétes forces. If
steps are not taken in time by the Security Council, the situation thus created in
the region could dégeneiate and become a grave threat to international peace and
security. | |

The Charter calls upon all Members to refrain

"in their international relations from the threat or use of force against thel

tetritorial integrity or political independence of‘any state, or in any oéher

manner inc0nsistent with the Purposes of the Univted Nations."
Faithfal to,that‘prihciple, my delegation condemns the‘use of force to‘settlev'
disputes between States. The security of small countries would be jeopardized were
we to returfi to the law of the jungle. |

Ragardless of the complaints of the United States against Libya, nothlng, in-
ny delegatiou s view, Justifles that great Power's campaign against that small
African country, a membe; of ‘the Organization of African Unity located thousands of
kilometres from the shores of the United States.

Its position as atpermament‘mémber of the Security Council gives the United
States of America a speciél responsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and-gecurity, and it is for that reason that my delegation: appeals to the
United States to ref}ainrfromAény action that could increase tension between the

two countries. In that connection the cessation of naval manoeuvres in the



rM/10 : E . . §/PV.2836
39-40

(Mr. Diakite, Malif

Madi terreanean not far from the Libyan coast and an end tQ>the disinformation
campaign against Libya would be initial steps towards reducing tension in the
.region. |

The sgcurity Council mus£ take thgkmeasu;es necessary to enable the parties to:
set aside their rancor and realii_e the futility o,f. violenc_e; The parties should
also enter into fruitful dialogue in the interests of safeguarding international
peace and security. It is not beyond their capabilitiés to forgo. acts of
violence. What is needed is a true political will ¢o arrive at a political
‘solution to the problems between them. In thé search for peace agpng{nationsg such
efforts must be constant. . For itslpart, Mali will spare no effort to prevent the
situation from deter iorating fur ther. That is why we c,ail upon thie“ parties to
eschew any action that might heighten tension. In these difficult times, I should
like to express, on behalf of Mali, my country's co‘mple,te' solidarity with the.

people and Governme_nt of Libya.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Mal i.-fo,r his: kind words
‘addressed to me. | | | |
| The next speaker is the r’epresenta‘tive of Afghanistan. 1 invite. him to take a

place at the Council table and to make his statemeﬁi:.

| | Mr. DOST (Afghanistan): At the outset, I should like to ooﬁér-aﬁulate
you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency o_f'-_the;r Sec_:ur?ty cOuncifl: for the
v the Council will be crowned with success. I should also like' to expteé,s my
appreciation to yoﬁr predecessor for the manner in. which he presided over the .
activities of ‘the Council during ihe monith of December. I should also like to
" congratulate the five new members of the Council upon their elect:idn to- this’
prestigious Uni ted Nations body and express deep. appt‘ec.ia_ﬁion to. the outgoing

members for their valuable contribution to the work of the Council.
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The question before the Council - the downing by the United States Navy of tﬁo
_Libyah jet aircraft on routine reconnaissance duty off the coast df the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya - is cause for grave concérn. The premeditated act of aggression
committed by the United States Government is a clear breach of international peace
and security, for the maintenance of which the United States, as a'perman’ent member
of the Security Council, bearS'gfeat responsibility. It was An open acé oﬁ
aggression against a small developing and non-aligned country;’which is a
delibeiate violation of intern§tiona1 law and the Charter of the United Nations.

The explanation that the downing'of the Libyan éircraft.was an éct of
self-defence does not hold water, becauée reconnaissance duty off the coaét of
Libya isrso routine a mission that it cannot possibly be interpreted as offensiver
and hostile. It is also importént to note that, contrary to the claims made by the
United States, the incident was not an isolated case at all. It came in the midst

of a campéign of disinformation oichestrated by the Uﬁited States Government
~ against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and clearly indicates a pattern that has been
followed in the past.

We may recall that previous United States acts of aggression against Libya
have always been bteceded by a campaign of disinformation to prepare public opinion
in ﬁhe United States for t;ze planned act of éggression to follow. The dowhing of
the Libyan aircraft is indeed connécted with United States éropaganda concerning

‘Libya's alleged intention to produce chemical weapons.

The recent United Sta:es act of aggression against the Libyaﬁ Arab Jamahiriya
comes after é long list of such acts of aggression in the past. Suffice it here to
recall the downing of two other Libyan aircraft in August 1981 and the United
States bombardment of Tripoli and Benghazi in April 1986. But what‘ié more

important is the fact that Libya is not the enly victim of United States
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aggtéssionz other small countries feel the same real threat to their sovereignty
and independence. My country has been the subject:of United States inéerferencé
and intervention for years which, in spite of the signing of the GenevaiAgreementg,
has not yet stopped;‘indeed, it has been’aggravaied.fufthe:.

- It is very cléar that today Libya is the subjeét of’Uhited.States aggression,
and that tomorrow it will be another small non-aligned country. Therefore, we
strongly‘urge'the’Security Council to adopt measures to pﬁt an end to such
uhpro&oked acts of aggression by'the United Stateé, 'The Council is expected by all
Member s df thé United'Nations not to fail in preventing aggression aﬂd safeggarding
internatiohal peacé and security. _ | |

T§ conclude, I should like to teaffi;m to brofhetly Libya the fuilrsupport agd
solidarity of the péoplé and quernment of'the Republic of Afghanistan. We join.
?he othef menber s of the Non-Aligned Nerment in pondemning the act of aggreSshbnu

against the Libyan Arab Jémahiriya and demand its immediate and full termination.

. The PRESIDENT: I thank the repfesentative of Afghanistan for his kind .

wordé addressed to me. |

I shouyld liké‘to inform the Council that Irhave just received a letter from
the representative of Democratic Yemen in which he‘requesté to be invited to
participate in the discussion of ﬁhe item on ﬁhe Counéil's aﬁenda. In conformity
with the usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite him
to participate in the discussion, without the right to vote, in accordance with the
relev;nt,provisions ofrﬁhe Chérter and fuie 37 of the Council's'provisional rales
of proceduré.

There being'né oﬁje@tion, it is so decided.

At the:invitation of the President, Mr. Al-Alfi (Democratic Yemen) took the

place reserved for him at the side of the Council Chamber.
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théWPRESIDENT- I 1nv1te the representatlve of Democratlc Yemen t: take a

‘place at the Counc11 table and to make his statement.

Mr. ALfALFI (Democratlc Yemen) (interpretatlon_from Arabic):: It gives us
pleasure, Sir, to see you assuming the presidency of the»Security Council for this
month."We dongratulste you and are oconfident that with your well-known wisdom and
skills ybu'will guide the work of'tﬁe Council'suceessfhlly;_.

#e_a;e>also pleased to exeend warm congratulations to your friendly country
and to‘the7other new members that joined'the Coeﬁcil at the begiheing of this
‘year. At the same tlme, we should like to express our thanks and apprecxattan to.
.the ‘other members of the Council for their contrxbutlons to the cause of
international peace and secur ity and to pay a tribute to the Permanent
Representative of Japan for his dedicatioﬁein carrying out his fugceions as
President of the Couecilvlast month. | | |

The CQuncil faces £Oéay a new complaint agaisst‘the United States of America:
the flagtant downLng of two beyan aircraft by United States flghtet planes.- This;
of course, is not the first tlme that the Unlted States has committed an act of

aggre551on adainst the Libyan Arab Jamah1r1ya, its people and leadership. It may

not be the last’ txme, elther, g1ven the Uﬂited States massive mil1tary build~up off,ff

the L1byan coast and the invention by several agenc1es of the United States
Adm1n1stratlon, as well as by the‘mass media, of varlousbexperts o ]ust1fy a
fur ther act of aggression agalnst Libya.

‘The Council of»Ministefs of my country cendemhs tﬁis latest act_oé aggression
by the United States against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya'and its Arabipeoplé -
:cansidering it, as it does, a v1olatlon of the norms of international law - and

. expressed its solxdarlty with fraternal leya in its opp051e10n to all Amerlean
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provocations. The Council of Ministers also underscored the neéd'for enhancing
Arab solidarity in the face of threats to national sovergignty and the legitimaﬁe
‘interests of the Arab natibn. | 7
I cannot bver-emphasize the following pointss
“First, on many occasions in the past, the United States has supmitted:

incorrect information to the international community, including the Security

Council, ana then admitted the inaccuracy’of that data. An example here is the
inforﬁation given to the Council on the downing of the Korean airliner inside
Séviet territory and, more recently, the daté regarding’the ddwning of the Iranian
jetliner. | |

Secondly, it is our view that any act of aggression against the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya and its people is an act of aggression against the entire Arab nation,
and a deliberate attempt to impede any progress towards the establishment of a just

and lasting peace in the Middle East region by obstructing the_conveninq,of an

international oonference, within the framework of the United Nations. This serves
the goals of the imperialist Zionists in the region, who thrive on sustained
tensions and the repeated military acts of aggression against our Arab countries

and peoples.
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(M . AI-'Alfi:, Democratic Yemen)

It is no ooinci;i'encé that the United States aircraft éarrier,’ John F. Kennedy,
from which the Un'iﬁed.St'atéé navy fightei:s took off, chose the port of Hai‘fa, to |
drop,ah@h@r today rather than one of the many ofher ports in the area. We, in
turn, recognize the'militaty siqnificancé of fhat choice, which unéetscores the
strategic allfance existing bgtwéeﬁ the United States andﬁIs;ael.‘.

In conclusion, we hope that the Security Council will uﬁequivocallyicondemn
this actAof aggression committed by the Uhitéd;Stétés of America against the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya and take tmmédiate and,apprbpriété'actiéh‘in solidarity with Libya

and its people so as to deter the aggressor.

The ?BE‘SIDENT-. T thank the representative of Democratic Yemen for the
kind words he addtessed to me. |

' Mr. WALTERS (United States of Amer iCa')-; T wish first to express my
thanks and)my‘congratulaéions to you, Mr. éresident, on your aséﬁmption of the
functioti of President of the Council. I should also like to welcome the States
. that have becomé members of the Security Council this ‘year and to express oﬁr high
‘regard for those that are leaving, in the light of the extraordinary a;:h.'ieizements’ ‘
-that weré recorded during their tenure, Partic‘u'larv thanks arg due to
Ambassador Kagami, President of the Security Council last mbnth.

In the last two days we have heard some intemperate statements which demand
comment. The United States is not really disposed to receive lessons on térrorism
from a nation like Sandinista Nicaragua. Nor is it ready to be taught the norms of
1n.terna,tigna1 /be'havioixr by natic‘ms" governed by various forms of military or

civilian one-party dictatorships.
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(Mc. Walters, United States)

At the 6utset, if was ciained that :he Libyan planes were unarmgd. We have
photographs that prove the planes were armed. The missilé ppds are clearly visible
on these phohograpbs, which I will pass iaround so that ever.ybody can see for
themselves whether there were or were not_missiles on thoée aircraft which were
claimed to have been unarmed. The missile pods show quite clearly that tbére are
two different types of missiles on thebaircfaft - hanging from the airciaftis wings
and hanging from the underpart of the fuselage,

fhese deliberate misstatemen;s of fact tell the sﬁgtg 80 fa: as crediﬁility is
concerned. Some others seem to have short memories aﬁg,little,foreéight- Not very
long ago some States asked for and received protection from the United States navy,
protection which was vital to their economic well-being and.which,wasiprovided»at a
high cost in Américan lives. wé accept such Losses as part of the risk that comes
from providing protectién. The protection would not be available or worth while
when needed if it were not for training exeréises such: as those that were taking.
place in the Mediterranean Sea on 3 January.

The facts of the incident are as we reported them to the Council in document
$/20366 and‘as we stated them yesteraay. Routine operatiqns over internatianal
waters well beyond the 12?m11e limit og the territorial sea‘ciaiﬁed by the
Government of Libya were aggressively and hostilely challenged by the Libyan air
force. The recordings of the pilots’ conversétions,»which were heard on
téleviSion, make it all ghe more clear that we acted in self-defence, Oﬁ one
occasion, the pilot said: "This is is my fifth evasive action”.

Reference has been made to the American mass media., They are not, as isg
well-known, controlled by the United States Government. This, of course, is: not
the case with some of the Governments whose representatives have spoken here. It
does not enhance ﬁhe cause of world peace or the role of the Council to pretend

that the facts are other than what they are.
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The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of the United States for the

kind words he addressed to me.
_There are no fur ther speakers for this meeting.‘ The next meeting of the
Security Council to continue consideration of the item on its agenda will take

place this afternoon, Friday, 6 January 1989, at 3, 30.

The meeting rose at 12.25 p.m.




