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The:meeting was called to order at 3.45 p,m;f

¥

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES .

REPORT SUBMITTED T0 THE SECURITY COUNCIL BY THE. SECRETARY—GENERAL IN
ACOORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION 605 (1987) (S/19443) :

The PRESIDENT. In accordance with the de0131ons taken at the
2785th meetlng, I 1nv1te thelrepresentatlve of ‘the Palestlne leeratlon
Organlzat1on to take a place at the Coun011 table, I 1nv1te the representatlves of
Czechoslovakla, Egypt Jordan, Kuwalt and the Syrlan‘Arab Republlc to take the
places reserved for . them at .the 51de of the Counc11 Chamber._

‘At the 1nv1tat10n of the Pres1dent, Mr. Ter21 (Palestlne leeratlon'

Organlzatlon) took the place reserved for h1m at the Counc11 tables Mr. ZapotockY

'(Czechoslovakla),.Mr.-Badaw1,(Egypt), Mr. Salah (Jordan),'Mr. AbulhaSan (Kuwait)'

and Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab'Repthic) tock . the places reserved for‘them‘at the

side of the Council Chamber,

The PRESIDENT: I should iike‘to inform'the Council that:I have received

a letter from the representatlve of Morocco in which he requests to be invited to
participate in the discussion of the item on the Counc1l s agenda. In:conformlty ’
with the usual practlce, I_pnopose,iwlth the consent of‘the Council, to invite that
representative to participate in the discussion nithout the right to vote, in
accordance with the relevant prov181ons>of the Charter and rule 37 of the CounC11'

prov151onal rules of procedure.
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(The,President)»"v

There being no objection, it is so deCided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. SIaoui (Morocco) took the place

reserved for him at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: The Security Council ﬁill now resume its ‘consideration of
the item on its egenda. "

‘The first speaker is the tepresentative of the Palestine Liberation

Organization. I now cau on him.
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Mr. TERZI (PaleSt'llne Liberation Organization): This mrning the Council
heard statements made on behalf of the Arab States and the States members of .the
Organliation of the.Isvlamic Conference, and the ‘representative of the Federal
Republi_c of 'Germany reflected to a great extent the collective position 'of' the
, European CO‘mmnity., The fact i:hat those statements made this mo?ning "te‘fleeted the
posltion of such a number of States is in itself very significant. | |

At the outset let me express our sincere appreciation for the gteat effort
undetta_ken by the Secret_ary-cenetal in_vpreparing the repox:t submitted on
21 Jenuaty, 1988 in accordance with reselution 605 (1987) .‘ In the opinion of the

Palestine Liberation Organization that tepoft is in faet a historic document .

Before going through the report in detail, permit me to express our sympathy .
to Mr. Marrack Goulding, {Jn'det—Secretary-General for sbecial Political Affai_ts, end'
the accompanying ieam. . We watched his mvements and shared in his ordeal

We also wish to express our -thanks to the personnel of -the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Pale_stlne Refugees in the Near. East (UNRWA) in the
occupied Pelestinian‘ferritories _for the.services and facilities offered to
Mr. Goulding in order to enable him to succeed in his mission.

At fitse glance we observe Isreei 's contempt for the decisions of the
Security Council. Istaelilui,n‘istets. we are informed, and 1n particular the
butcher ¥itzhak Rabin, made it clear that. | ‘

“they had agreed to meet Hr; Goulding as a representa‘tive of the

Secretary-ecenetal whom éhey tegelarl-y received and not in connection wj.th the

report requested from the Secretary-General in resolution 605 (1987).°

We are told t:hat they
*recommended that the Gaza Sttip and the West Bank, and especially the refugee

camps, be avoided and that ’contacts with Palestinj,ans take place in

Jet,usalem.'_' (S/19443, para. 4)
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization)

Somewhere in the United Naiions Charter it is writéen that Ménbe:sagree -to accept
and carry out the decisions of the Secm:r ity Council. But I am sure that by this
time the_inembers of the Couricil know that ,Isra_ei will not carry out the resolutions
of the Council. I would make a comment here: maybe thé Council, by its paternal
patience and tolerance, has encouraged Isréel to maintain that contempt and
arrogance. ‘

Mr. Goulding knew -that confining his-éontacts with Palestinians to Jerusalem
would abort his mission. There was a vgenetal strike throughout the"occupied
?alestiriian territory, and there were scores of Israeli army éheckpointsz thus it
was more or less :lmpossibie for any Palestinian to drive to Jerusalem and meet with
the.representative Of the Secretary-General. But he 4aid gather his ééurag_e ‘and
decide to meet with Palestinians wherever:‘ it was possible. We & éongtatuiate him.

The iron-filist policy - that is a term the Israelis themselves are applying -
and practices of Israel against our people haﬂrev failed to subdué ih‘e‘ will to be
liberated. The Palestinians have proved ‘to be a hard nut to cra’ék.: In concrete -
ways the Palestinians havé manifested their de_terminati’on to stiuggle_ by all means
to liberate their Palestine from I_stae'li'occupation and redéem the c‘ountfy and
themseives. Freedom._is their vimmedi.ate'goals o o '

The Secretary-General's report informs us that X
"It is ggg‘atent,‘hwevevr, “that measures taken by the Israeli security forces
to restore law and order 1:_1' the occupied ‘territories have not as yet

succeeded.” (S/19443, para. 11)

In our opinion that is an underétatement. Israel has deployedv its army, its
paratroopers, its helicopters, lethal weapons and all kinds of gases. The issue is
not the restoration of law and order. What is going on is a confrontation by the

occupying Power with the heroic Palesti'nian"s and their rising up to demand a
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rights the the right to 1life in peace, free in their own countrys; life untarnished

by the presence of Israeli occupation ‘in ‘any form, military or otherwi_se; All the"
iron-first meas,uree_ will 'not make.us bend. 'Israel'eOption to impose subjugation
is 'doonied. 'l"he military..option against our people has ‘proved a failure. Isr’aeiv
realizes that fa'ct." 'rhe'P'aies'tinians reject. oppose and resist Israeli occupa‘tion.'
| The representative of the Secretary-General refers’ to the brutalities, but not -
}'the latest of them. "rhe ‘recent policy - "beat them, and do not shoot them",«- is
only one form ofrbrutality; resort'inij to'an' kinds of gas is anoth'er. - The -~
Secretary-General has learned by now that the long-range effect of that gas is
currently being ‘felt, It is reported that pregnant women have given birth to
still—born babies as a result of inhaling the gas. We shall present to the Council
the names of-at least 25 unhappy 'mothers'who have lost the fruit they were carrying
for months., Other vioinen nave miscarried as a result of brutal beatings by the
_so-oalled security forces, v"vh‘ich, the report admits, include the infamous
Shin:B'etb,b'a.s'_[ﬁelvl'as tbeiarmy ‘and border police. - | |
I am sure that tbe"ﬁbnitoring section in the seczetary-senezal';roffiae will

.report what Ha'aretz published on 25 January 1988. A oorrespondent reports that in .
the h_eart of'the'_oity o'f'»Ramal_lah Israeli forces chose a.‘ wa'n in the‘rear of a_s_hOp
in Al-Manara Square. where' he saw Tsraeli ‘soldiers drag' a do-year-oid Arab, tie his
hands behind his back, seat him and start beating him. ﬁhat saved the man, it is

reported, was the appearance of foreign cameramen.,’ Hospitals in the Pales;tinian
oco.xpied territor i_es are tending cases_ of fractured limbs and 'skull.s and in'juriee
.‘to other parts of the body. - | ; |

. The brutality has extended to mosques and churches. The PreSident’of the

: Supreme Islamic Commission, Sheik Saad eddin El Alami has addressed a letter to

&)
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
"Organ.zation) :

the Sec;etary-ceneral (S/19439). On 22 January 1988 the heads'of'churches-in.
Jerusalem issued the following statement: | |
"To all our soﬁs and daughters and sistets and Srothets in:the Hely Land: |

'Thus saith the Lorde Let not the wise mah glory in his wisdom, iet not
the m;ghty man glory in his might, let not .the :ich man glory in his
richess but let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and
knows me, that I am the Lord who practices kindness,,justice, and
rxghteousness in the earth; for in these things I delight, saith the
Lord.'" - |

That is a quotation from Jeremiah., The statement ofvthe Christian churches reads

as follows:

“The recent painful events in our land which have resulted in so many
vietims, both killed and wounded, are a clear indieation'of the grievous
suffering of our people on the West‘Bank end in the Gaza Strip, They are also
a visible expression of our people's aspirations to achieve their legal rights.

and the realization of their hopes.
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"We, the Heads of the Christian Communities in Jerusalem, would like t&_
express in all honesty and élarity that we take our stand with truth and
justice against all forms of injustice and opp#ession.’ We stand with the
suffering and the oppressed, we stand‘with the refugees énd the deported, with
the distressed and the victims of injustice, we stand with thOSeiwhé mourn and
are bereaved, with the hungry and the poor.

"In accordance with the word of God through thé Prophet Isaiah,

'Learn to go seek justice; correct oppression; defénd the
fatherless; plead for thé‘widow.'

"We call upon the faithful to pray and to labor for justice and peace for
all the peoples of our area.

"And in response to the same word of God, prompted.by our faith in God
and our Christian,duty, we have_deqided to call upon all our sons and
daughters who'are,,with us, an integral part of the people oftthis,Holy Land
who are laboring and witnessing for justice and peace, to give expression to
what we feel we . ought to do in these ways: |

"Eirst: We call upon‘all ou; sons ‘and daughters to pray fo;’justice and

.Peace for .our land and for its peéples'throughoﬁt this week of prayer, Sundag,
24 Januat} to Sunday 31 January_lQSé.
'i_'Second:_ We call upon'faithfu1 Chr1st1ans to dedicatétFriday,
29 January‘i988, as a day of fasting and self-denial, identifying'ourselves
with our brothers and sisters in the camps on the West Bank and in the Gaza
Strin_ We request you to givé what you sa9e towards the support'of'our needy -

brothers and sisters, femembéting that Friday speaks to us of the Passion of
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our Lord Jesus Christ, of his cruci fixion and of his death to redeem all
humanity. '

"Third: We resolve to set apart Sunday, 31>Januafy 1988, in all churches
of our various communities as a day of ptayer and preaching when fervent
prayer will be offeted in the regular worship services that justice and peace
may be realized in our land, so that all may iive'there in safety,_security
and peace. At the end of these services, donations’to the support of our |
needy brothers and sisters will bevcollected.

"We solemnly charge the Christian faithful to fill;the churches by their
presence and actively to conttibute to‘the success of what we intend to do,
praying that God may inspire and direct all leaders and people in authority to
bring to reality what all of us hope and work for so that the foundation of
truth, justice and peace may be firmly laid in our part of the world.

f*Therefore; we again state.uneqUivocally that'ail our Christian churches
in this country, standing together, seek real peace based on justice and which
will never be established unless every person s rights are’ fully tespected~
only when this happens will crises cease. peace4permeate our.country and the
~ song of the angels on the birthday of Jesus Chtist,"The King of Peace', be a
reality:

"Glory to God in the highest and on ear th peace and goodwill to men."™

That statement was signed by the Heads of the followino Churches: the Greek
Orthodox; the Roman Catholic; the Greek Catholic (Melkite);fthe Armenian; the

Syrian Orthodox; the Anglican; and. the Franciscan o.rde'r. We, Palestinians, all’
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cf us, have one stand in matters rela;ing to the wellébeing of our people and our
land - and there is no discrimination ther.e. |

The report of thé Sec:etary-General spéakslbf-the continuing occupationfby:
Israel of the territories captured in the 1967 war as the hnderlying.problem.” The
Secretary-General continu.es to say that measures >to ensure the 'safety and :
protection of the ciQilian population "can only be palliatives", but he affirms
that "It is certainly necessary'thét mére should be done ...". We fully agree with
him that "In the long run, theiphiy certain way df.ensuringrthe safety and
protection of the Paiestinian peopie‘in the occupied tertitories,-and of the people

of Israel, is the negotiation of a»comprehensive) just and lasting settlement of

the Arab-Israeli confiict acceptable to all concerned®. (S/19443, paral 20)

We sincerely wish to see the peoples.live in peace. We éannot permit the
furthér prolénga;ion of occupation iesulting in misety,vbloodshed and the deniai‘of
rights and, on the other hand, we pity those Israelis who have been indoctr inated
to hate, to cqmmit‘brutaiity against civilians and to donimiiifary uniforms. ‘They
are paying for the crimes of their leadership. But occupation is only one of the
underlying problems. Endiné Iskaeli.occupation of Palestinian and other Arab
- territories, including Jerusalem, will definitely cohtributé to the endeavours for
a comprehenéive settlement and for the establishment of peace. This is.exaétly
what the interhationalvcommunity is calling for, and-;he General Assenbly, in
resolution 38/58 C, has détetminedithe need to convene an inférnational peace
conferencg on the Middle East_undét the auspices of the United Nations, It has-
determinéd_thé guidelines, the mechanisms, the participants and, more precisely,

the role of the Security Council. We therefore appeal here to the members of the
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Council to address the coxnprehenaive approach. ‘But, in the meantime, we are
confronted with the immediate situation that cails for measures, albeit
palliative. Derivatives too ﬁust be addressed.

The applicability of the Fourth Geneva COnvantion>to the Pa;eatinian and other .
Arab territories occupied by Israel sihce 1967, including Jetasalem, has been
constantly reaffifmed by the Council._ Israal, I understand, is one of the High
Coritracting Parties to tbeConvention. The Council is asked to consider making a
solem appgai to all the High Coatracting Parties to énshre respéct’and to use all
the means at their disposal to persuade. the deernment'of Israel to aacept the
de jure applicability of the Convention. Unfottunateiy, the Cdnvention, like the
Charter, does not prescribe femedies against those who rehege; but, after-all. the
founding fathers of tha United Na;ions; and the‘Inte:natianal Commiﬁtee Qf the Red
~ Cross, assumed good faith and commitmeht by those whé put éheir signature on the
Convantioh and merit the title "High Contfa¢£ing‘9artieé'. We feel that the,
Council and all the ofher High Contracting Partiés are called upoa to ensure
respect for that Convention.

In addressing the immediate ways and meané-foavensaring the safety and
protection of the Palestinianvcivilians under Israeli oécﬁpation.‘the‘
Secretary-General offers proposals aboutadifferent types of érotegtion.
Unfortunately, he leaves it entirely‘up to theioécupying PoWer:to agree and -
co-operate, and hastens to tell us Iszael will not co-operate. It is in this
context that the Security Council will 'fi_nd itself duty-bound _to. ansure the
operational feasibility 6f sohe of ﬁhose proposais; The mere'ptesenéeiof the
‘United Nations as a symbol of protection and admission of tésponaibility is
imporéant. The physical role of suparvision and ensur ing compl iance with‘and

préventing Violatipns of the obligations of the occupying Power, Israel, is a
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must. We firmly believe in the need to undertake immediate measures., Israel |
cannot and should not be permitted to deny the Council and the Secretary-General
‘the right and duty to discharge their responsibilities. Some proposals are already .
being realized and we thank the Secretary-General for having taken such measures,
but a great deal more is still needed.
The Secretary-General informs us that "the Palestinians consulted by

Mr. Goulding, especially. in the refugee ‘camps, asked that the United Nations forces
should be deployed in the occupied territories, either to protect the inhabitants

gainst the Israeli security forces or to replace the latter completely in the

populated areas." (S/l9443 para.” 29)
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This»request expresses,the'need and reflects the fears of the Palestinian
people, and we wish that the Council would respond to that request in order to
relieve them of their fears of the future.

The Council is of the unanimous opinion that the Palestinian and other Arab
territories occupied since 1967,,inclucinngerusalem, are under occupation and
protected by the Fourth Geneva Convention. In 1988, we feel that the Council is in
a position to ensure respect for the Convention'and to provide protection,
regardless of the position of the occupying Power."The_Council is not addressing a
domestic issue. Maintenance of law and order, while it is one of the
responsibilities of the occupying Power,.is_not;the‘sole>responsibility. Neither
~is it the exclusive responsihility of the occupfing Power alone, because protecting
the civilian population under occupation is the responsibility of the international
community where "the ngh Contracting Parties are requested to ensure respect for
the Convention®, particularly when and where the occupying Power violates its
obligations. It is the responsibility of the Security Council, in that context, to
maintain international peace and security. |

, We appreciate the proposals of the Secretary-General, even those of a
palliative nature, like "1egal,protectionl and "general assistance', and join in
the appeal for further contributions so that»the var ious agenciesrand organs of the
United Nations system may be able to cope uith their immediate’and regular
responsibilities.

The Council should not permit the prolongation or perpetuation of the
suffering of the Palestinian people,‘which the.status quo entails. ' It is our firm |
belief that the cOuncil should respond‘to the tragic Situation and address the root

cause in’ keeping w1th the remedy prescribed in the relevant General Assembly

resolutions.
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The Palestine Liberation Organization noted with great relief the position
-,taken by the Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union -in his 1ettervto the
.Secretary-ceneral. I tnink he has added his voice to-the appeal that an
'international peace‘conference. with the participation of all the parties to the
conflict, be held under the auspices of the United Nations. The Palestine
Liberation Organization wishes to affirm here that we are committed to co-operating
fully in the efforts to achieve peace and the convening of that international peace
' .:conference, which-isdthe best, if not the only, course to follow. The Council and
in particular its permanent members s_nould assume their responsibilities |

accordingly.

The PRESIDENT-' The next speaker. is Mr. CIovis.Maksoud, Permanent
Observer of the League of Arab States to the United Nations, to whom the Council
extended an invitation under rule 39 of its provisional rules of procedure at its
2785th meeting. 1 invite him to take a place at the Council table and to make his‘
statement. | | |

VMr; MAkSOUDr I should like'to_take this opportunity to extend to you;
Sir, and through YOu to the other members.of the Security Council, my gratitude for
the invitation to address the COuncil on an issue of such great importance to the
Arab nation, the Arab people and the League of Arab States. I should also like to
join with the var ious members and speakers who preceded me in congratulating you,
sir, on your assumption‘of the_presidency of the Security Council for the month of
January to‘observe that in<the short period of your_tenure you have made a
definitive and positive impact on the deliberations of the Council and in the

~ channels of international diplomacy.
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wWhat is the chemistry of the uprising of the Palestinians in the occupied Arab
tetritories-that Began 9 December 1987 and caused the~Councilicormeet;mcte than
three times in order to discuss the'issues,‘thue shecpening the focusvand‘dfawing .
. the attention of the international community to the sicuation? What the uprising
has done has been to reopen the question of Paleetihe in its basicbessence, and not
only to deal with what the representative of the Palestine Liberation Organication
(PLO) called the derivetive issues. Perhaps this became neceseary when people.
thought tﬁat Israeli practices would in time enable the Palestinians to adapt to
the permanency of their dispoesession, disfranchisement and their ihstitutionalized
humiliation. The uprising has shown the futility of Israel's expectation in
depending on the amnesia of the international community to bring about its
objectxves of annexation and expansion in the occupied tertitorles.

Israel’s policy has been pursued through two measures, one of which is called
the "iron-fist" and the other the "scorched-earth" policy. It is because of this
that the uprising, which was expected to be a temporary outburst, is‘becoming a
sustained resistance. It is altering many equations. It is restor ing the gquestion
of Palestine as the core iseue in the Middle Eestf It ie showing'that the will of
the people can overcome tanks; that the new generation of Palestiniane, lnheriting
the dignity of their parents, is also.trying to articulate the will of previous and
subsequent generations,

Therefore the Palestinian uprising over recent weeke has in reopening the
question of Palestine, also shown a large measure of maturity so that nobody can
any longer dismiss the Palestinian people nor overbid them. They have taken the

initiative to determine -the course of unravelling events,
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The uprising might not.beksustained‘at the same lével of‘intensity, but the
intensity of theif commitment to their freedom and tﬁeif fight tb-exercisé
self-determination will be further manifestéd in different ways. iﬁ is because of
this glorious chapter in Palestinian and Arab history ﬁhat a corrective has been
set in motion. It has corrected the international cdmmunity'§ marginaiizing the

Palestinian question and has therefore rendered it central.again.‘
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It has ’cor;ectea tile Israeli claim to be the repository of Jewish
~consciousness whén Jewish huhanist conscience has been out;aged bvasraeli
behaviour patterns. It h;s correctedyouﬁ oﬁnVArab body politic by making us more
aﬁd more united and in need of hore and more cohesion in order to prove our.
credibility, aﬁd the;efore oﬁr effeéﬁiveness. It has rgmoved much of the‘fqg that
reduhdant diplomaﬁy has intetposéd into our pursuit of our rights,. This is the
historic significance of this uprising, a significance that has enabled this new
generatiog of Palestinians to make historf instead of being on the sidelines of
history;. | |

Perhaps at this moment, under the pretext of realism and pragmatiém, many
issues would be dealt gith in a repetitious manner. But the uprising and what it
has meant will enable us to be more creative, moreAimaginative, mote visionary in
bringing about a resolution 6f this conflict which has lasted for more than
40 years. Its impact on the international community has yet to be realized.

I mention this because I feel that we are on the threshoid of new thinking,
which was manifested in tﬁe Secretary-General's report; and on behalf of the League
of Arab States we shoulé like to express our deep appreciation for the sensitivity,
vdourage and objectivity that have charactérizédvthe eleménts>ofbthat report. It
has emboldened the international community to be more comprehensive in its
reporting method. We are hopeful that the Security Council resolution resulting
~from this debate will reflect boldness in monitoring how the Security Council
resolutions are implemented.

ﬁowever, let us not underestimate the emboldening of the Israeli's reaction
and their intention and plan to foreclose this new developmeni: in the é’uestion of -
Palestine. It has in many instances further humanized a large sector of the Jewish
community withia and outside Israel.  othhe other hand, it has also brutalized the

infrastructure of the Israeli establishment in the pursuit of its annexationist and
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expansionist onectives. And it is in this respect that I feel that certain
observatioﬁs by leadefs of Israel in the last two days éhbuld be responded to and
commented upoh because what is being manifested in the Isrﬁeli political |
literature - if I may use the term - is an effort to pre-empt'any_éetioué puréuit
of Unitéd Nations resolutions or a peacefui.option.

Listen to what‘the,Head of‘State of Israel, Mr. Herzog; stated in response to
the concerned Jewish leaders in the United States:

"What is a stake at the moment in my view is whether or not the wave of

Khomeinism which threatens our area will spread or not."

Now, that is a distortion. When Israel occupied the occupied territories
there was no Khomeinism. When Israel usurped areas beyond the partition there was
no Khomeinism. There is always an attempt dn'the part of even the so-called
liberal Israelis to find pretexts in 6rder not to comply with the imperatives of
the international will and international consensus.

At one ﬁime it was Nasserism; at another time it was Arabism; a third time it
was terrorisms - a fourth time it was PLO-inspired; and now the mpst tecéﬁt is ‘ |
Khomeinism. For a country - a State, a Government - that claims to bé fearful of
theispread of so-called Khomeinisﬁ, its record during the "Irangate"-epiéode is
replete with double-talk on this issue. Let me quote further what Mr. Shamir said
yesterday. 1In a complaining, mendicant - and yet, at the same time, arrogant -
way - and this is a positionvto pre-empt any effort by the Security Council to
undertake any measure - he said,

"We are not allowed to kill, We aré not allowed to expel. We are not
allowed to beat. You ask yourseif, ‘What are we allowed to do?'. Only to be
~killed, only to be wounded, only to be defeated" -
as if there were only two alternatives: that either Israel be allowed to kill or

that it be killed. That‘is.the pre-emptive strike against the peaceful option,
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That is the pre-emptive s_ti:ike against Security Council deliberations and
resolutions, That‘is the pre-emptivg strike against any gomprehensive and
seriously pﬁrgued peace option.

He then goes on io state, as if trying to put the Secutity‘Codncil in a crisis
of conscience, that "The United Nations Security Council has never been concerned
‘when it was the murder of Jews®. What a lie; What a tautological distortion.
what an attempt at blackmailing the international community and the Security -
Council. ﬁbat consummate contempt. What ultimate arrogance. It is an attempt to
inflict § crisis of conscience in order to relieve his.own consciencé'when he says,
"We are not allowed to kill or to expel”.

And‘thgn we are asked not to indulge in bashing in pubiic forums, and told"
that nobody should indulée in an orgy of speechfmaking. >YEt; are we asked to
stifle our outrage at this ideology, at this conceptualization of arrogance to be
perpetuated unchecked, at least without the moral cost that sﬁould be 1mpoéed? '

The Israe;i establishment's butalization process has led the Israeli army to
say that itﬁneeds?to send psychologists to treat the traumas brought on in the
Israeli soldiers by the brutalization process. . Perhaps psychologists are needed to

examine what makes the leaders of Israel make the utterances to which I have

referred,
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: Fufthermore, Mr. Shamir says:.

"Our task is to recreate the shattered barrier of fear and once again put the
fear of death into the Arabs of the area so as to deter them frém attacking us
any more" - as though wﬁat tﬁey have done were nqt enough.

What does "attacking us®" mean? Does it mean the right to demonstrate fér
their human rights, human concerns, their food, their right to hospitalization, -
tﬁeir right to human dignity and ffeedom? Does it mean the right to use
non-violent means, which have been used systematically and consciously during the
uprising in the West Bank and Gaza?A And there.is "the fear of death" - at least of
40 Palestinian martyré, in addition to those whose bones have been bréken,'as
though they were not worthy of life. what:is this psychology, this'brutalization
process, which has led to the uprising of the Palestinians, the solidarity of the
Israeli Arabs, the outrage of thé Jewish consciqusneSS‘and the alertness of the
internationai media? What is the policy that lies behind this psychological thrust?

This is the nub, the central point of the Secreéary-General's»repbrt:“ the
Geneva Convention is not being applied or respécted.‘ why, since Israel . is one of
the contracting parties? Because Israel doe§ not consider itself an occupying
Power, -Everybody, inside and outsideithe Council, considers Israel to be an
occupying Power. 1Israel considers itself to be a cléimant Power in the occupied
territories - a claim that is being ascertained by the continuous systematic‘,
oppression and inhuman measures undertaken in the Occupied terkitories. It 1s this
fundamental_discrepanc§ between claims to territory and being an occupying Power
that is -the basic stumbling-block in the way of the Security-Council'S’taking the
necessary measﬁres and'bringihg about a cbmpfehensive‘and just peace in the region,

: P;eviouS'speakers have spelléd out;iﬁ detail, as does the Secretary-General's

report, the various inhuman practices that have been taking place. what is’
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essential is that the Security Council must at a point in,ﬁime come to grips with
the central issue: if Israel is an occupying Power itléhould comply with fhe
Geneva Convention.and then we canvbring about a comprehenéive'peace; but, if it
continués to realize its claims of annexation andvillegal settlements,_no
negotiations will be conducted because negotiations would»be‘a'férm‘of dictation, a
form of ratification of Israel's conquest - and tﬁat is the principal,obstacle to
" peace in the region.: "

That'is why we feel that at this moment whenithe Security Cbuncil, through the
report qf the Secretary~General, is seized of a situationvwheréby'measures should
be taken to protect the rights and lives of the peoplé under occupation, we should
also simultaneously, matutely and systematically address the central issues of
peace and war in fhat region. 1In that connection the'pélliatives‘must be addressed
immediately, but we must also beéin tb come to gribs,with the new equatiéns that
the uprising in its historical significance has introdﬁced. |

The PRESIDENT: I thank Mr. Maksoud for his kind words about me.

Mr. NOGUEIRA-BATISTA (Brazil): I should like first of all to thank the
Secretary-General for presenting.ds wifh'a pefqepfive and balanced account of the
current situation in the Arab territoiies occupied by israel. In this connection,
‘we cannot fail to take note with concern of the>difficulgiés-that the
Sécretary—General's envoy had to face “in perfofming his tésk. |

The recent events in the occupied Arab territopies héve beeh followed with
apprehension by the international communiﬁy. _ihe widespread; intense unrest has
been recognized by all, including the 6ccupyi§g Power, as‘a spontaneoué outburst.

>Indeed. it represents the Palestinian‘peéple?s'reagtion to iO years of occupétionv
and rgflects_growing éespair and a lack of hope that a‘golution tq théif plight

will be found in the near future. To the extent that they stem from the -
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frustration of legitimate aspirations, such forms of unrest will not be easily
suppressed, as the situation in the-occuéied territories amply demonstrates.

As pointed out by the Secretary-General, we in the Council are faced with a
doubie responsibility: we must ensure the co-operation of the Israeli ahthorities
in applying immediately measures to alleviate the suffering of the Palestinian
people in the occupied territories and, further, it is our responsibility to
address in an eatnesﬁymanner the broader question of echieving a negotiated ‘
vpolitical settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Wiﬁh regard to immediate measures, the chief concern is to assure the
brotection of the civiliah population. As the occupying Power, israel mﬁst act in
accordance withrthe obiigations prescribed in the 1949 Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilien Persons in Time of War, to which that couﬁtry‘is a
party. It.is our expectation that the Israeli authorities will be cohvinced of the
need to accept the de jure applicabiligywof the Geneva Convention to the occupied
territories and to comply with all its provisions. '

Whi;e stressing the urgent need to adobt immediate measures, we must.of course
- place the situation in the occupied territbfies in its proper perspective. It is.
but a consequence of a broader underlying problem - the continued reluctance of
some to recognize the Palestinien people's>right to self-determination,
independence and sovereiénty in its own territory and the reluctance of others to
acknewledge the right of all the States in the region,‘including Israel, to live in
peace within secure ahd internationally recognized boundaries, These questions
must be adequately eddressed, so that a just, comprehensive and lasting pelitical

solution can be attained in the Middle East.
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We believe fhat the Secﬁrity Council should at this stage take such action as
will contribute to redressing the situation in the occupied territo;ies while at
the same time.élearly demonstgating its.reaﬂiness to act as a focal point for the
discussion of possible ways of setting inkmoﬁion the peace progess in the Middle
East.

Let us hope that in our deliberationsvwe will be able to proceed with
determination, and in a manner that will make péSsible the attainment of,thosg
shor t-term and long-term objectives.

Mr. SARRE (Senegal) (interpretation from French): The‘promptness and
diligence with whicb thé Council hasvbegun its debate‘on the situation in the
occupied Palestinian territories - and particularly on the ways and means most
likely to ensure the adequate protection of the Palestinian population under
Israeli occupation - is yet another reflection of the Council's keen awareness of»
its responsibilities towards the Palestinian people. |

In our view, the ieport sﬁbmitted by the Secretary—Generalvto aid us in our
deliberations is complete, balanced andlfesponsible; we are p;eased that iﬁ
stresses this special duty of thg international community.

Therefore, Mr. President, I wish through.you to pay a»well—deServed tribute fo
the Secretary-General, His Excellency Mk. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for this
excellent tool to assist us in our thoughts and our work; its lofty vision confirhs
the high priority that, since he took’office a£ the head of our Organization, he“‘
has always attached to the Middle East problem in general and to the Palestinian'
question in particular. |

'~ My delegation wishes %lso to thank and congratﬁlate Under-Secretary-General
Marrack Goulding;>he carried out the high ;esponsibilities entrusted to him by'the

Secretary-General with devotion and objectivity.
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_Ih vgribus étatements befofé‘the General'Assembly and in this Chamber,‘béth as
representatiye.bf Senégal and as Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Righté of the Paieétinian People, I have never failed to stress the
need to reach a negotiated,‘just andxlaéting gettlement of the Middle East
problem.: Oné of the merits of the sécretary—cenerﬁl"s repoirt, contained in
documeng §/19443 of 21.January 1988; is that i£ reﬁinds ﬁs of that need.

It will have been noted that the,methodiwe have adopted and sﬁggested in the
examination of the Middle East problem and in the seafch for a solution has always
been a comprehehsive»qne, rather than_a case-by-case approach. We have seen bloody
clashes and brutality in Gaza and the West Bank, often leading to loss of life and
grave injury, pictures of which we have seen in the media over the past seven
weeks; the desecration of holy place$ such as thatkcarried out on 15 January 1988
against the Al-Aqsa Mosqde; intolerable practices such as collective punishment,
humiliation, arbitrary arrest, inhuman and degrading aéts, crimes to avenge an
unpremedi tated killinQ, such.as'ihCursions and other}encroachments by the Israeli
army into lébanese territofy: iand in ail those cases we have affirmed that these
seemingly isolated acts will never étop éo,longfas blind passion and an appetite
for vengeance: and domihation do not yield to reason and tolerance.

uInvthat:COnnection we must stress once again_thé primary responsibility of the
Sécurity Cquncil, guarantor of ihtetnational peace and sécurity;,without further
delay, . the Council must take measures to make Israel comply with its obligaiions
and duties as occupying Power, under the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons.in Time of War, of iz August 1949.

| On;y-scrupuléus :éépect by-Israel for the provisions - all the provisions - of
thét‘international'leéai instfument can restore order and calm to the Palestinian
people, which for more than a géneraéidn has been wearily surviving, stripped of

its national identity and under the yoke of domination.
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In our 'view, order, calm and, above all, security are the objectives. that
immediéte United Nations action must have in view, in order to safeguard the.
interests not only of the Palestinian population of the occupied territories but(
also those of the Israelis. Achievement of those objectives could open the way to
a climate favouring neéotiations; an inevitable stage in the ouest for an overall::
political settlement of the Middle East crisis and the Palestinian tragedy.

On the bas‘is of ‘those facts and those reouirements, it seems to us that the
Council has two priorities before it, as notéd in the report of the
Secretaty-General. First of all, the Council should work diligently fo ;estote
calm and.peace in the ocoupied Palestinian territofies'and other Arab territories,
with strict réspect for human rights and, above all; for human dignity... -

I take this opportunity to call once more for determined joint action by all
Stateé,'porticularly those with a special responsibility, to make Israel”unoerstand
that efforts undertaken here at.the vnited»Nations, particularly those emanating -
from this Chamber, are aimed solely at ptotecting the interests of all-fhe peoples
and States of tho region.

Similarly, the roles of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for . -

Palestine Refugees in the Near East'ahd the International Committee of the‘Red
ACtoss, should be increased and strengthened; other intergovernmental bodies should
participate actively in improving the 1living conditions of the civilian populations
of the occupied territories. All the other humanitarian organizations in the
United Nations system should olso play a role, in keeping with their areas of -
competence; in the universal effort to rehabilitate the Palestinian population.
That requires an atmosphere of co-operation between the authorities of the
occupying Power and those with the job of providing assistaoce to the population of

- the occupied Palestinian territories. -
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With all that machinery functioning harmoniously, the international community,
through the Security Council, should strive to dispel the lack of understanding
: among the parties concerned and should take part, in a resolute and concrete way,
in a negotiating process leading to a just and 1asting settlement of the Middle
East question, including, of course, the question of Palestine.

A number of positive elements are already available to us to attain that
desired goal At the apptopriate time, we shall need only to bring those elements
to fruition - with joint action and co-operation commensurate withathe stakes and

the delicacy of the task - in the interest of all the States and peoples of the

-region.‘
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Mr. JOSSE (Nepal): Over the past'séven weeks, the‘attention of the
interhationai'community - as, indeed, §f the Security Council - has been focused oh
the tragic rash of violence and the éopulat.upsurge in  the Israeli4OCCupied‘; |
territories of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. when Security Codncilffeébl@tion
605 (1987) was aaopted'on’22 December.1987,‘followin§‘two weeks of unrééiiih‘thei
occupied territories, 18 Paléstinians ﬁad already béen'killéd énd scoréé injured'at
the hands of Israeli security forces using tacti#s‘more suitable to tﬁe béétlefield
than for iaﬁ?and—ordef-réstoraéion purposes. ‘Since then Palesfinién casualties
have mounted while the protests of Palestinians over the occupatién contihue
unabatéd. ‘Tﬁat has led my delegaéicn’to believe that it may be difficult'ééugo"
back to the situation obtaining in the Israeli-occupied territories prior to
9 December 1987. in any.case, a new ufgengy :o discuss and settle the entire range
of iésues connected with the Arab-Israeli conflict is clearly suggested.

Such an assessment has - if anything - been fu;ther teinforced by the
Secretary-General's report to the Council, contained in document S/19443, submitted
in accordance with paragraph'G of resolution 605v(1987). Before proceeding‘any
fur ther, we wish to express our deep appreciation to the SecretaryeGeneral,

Mr, Javier Perez de Cuellar, and the Under-Secretary-General for Special Politicél
Affairs, Mr. Marrack Goulding, for produciﬁg such a clear, balanced and thoughtful
report. |

In deference'to the appeai of the Secretary-General, my delegation has
endeavoured to avoid heatéd rhetoric in this debate. Furthermore, to save the
precious time of the Council, my delegation will be as brief as possible. Our
desire for brevity has been greatly faciiitaied by the extensive coincidence
between the views and assessments expressed in the report and those of my

Government.
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‘as far as the depiction of the situation in the occupied territories is

| concerned, my delegation cannot but voice 'its dee.p ‘regret and indignation at the
brazen brutality of the Israeli security forces in dealing with the disturbances
there. Thus, although the report does note "a conflict of evidence" between the
Palestinian and Israeli versions of events, what is most notable is the clearly
stated view that V . | | |

"the international oommunity s concern about the situation in the occupied

territories is fully justified" (S/19443, para. 19) ‘
My delegation supports fully the Secretary—General's view that while

"It is certainly necessary that more should be done to ensure the safety and

protection‘of‘the'civilian population®, (S/19443, para. 20)
such measures c.anionly be pall'iatives, for |

"They cannot cure the underlying problem, which is the continuing occupation

by Israel of territories captured in the 1967 war®. (ibid. )
similarly, we whole-heartedly concur about the need for a political settlement
which, as the report also stresses, is, ‘the only certain way of ensuring the safety
and protection of ‘the Palestinian: people in the occupied " territories.’

Before I take up the vital question of how to begin negotiations leading to a
comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, a
settlement acceptable to all concerned, allow me to place on record Ne‘pal s
position with respect to the applicability to the occupied territories of the
Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949 My delegation has noted with dismay repeated violations by
Israel of the provisionsw of that Convention - violations which, as the |

- Secretary-General's report reminds us, have all too frequently been alluded to in



BCT/ve S/PV.2786
: ~ 38

(Mr. Josse, Nepal)

the annual reports of the Internaticnal Committee of the Red Cross, which is the
guardian of the Geneva Cpnventions of 1949. For the weight& reasons that are so
“well énumerated in the réport before us, my delegation éannot‘agree with the
Israeli position-that‘it dées no£ accept formally tbe de‘jure applicability of the
Fourth Généva cOnvenﬁion. We concur with the Secretary-Generéi's observation that‘
"While that Convention makes the occupying Power responsibie for maintaining
law and order, its raison d'étrgvis the éafetyrand pfotéction>of the ;ivilian
~ population, for which the occupying Power is no less responsible“.» (S/19443,
. para. 50) |
We solemnly appeal to the Goverﬁment of Istaéi toychange its position on the
applicability of the Conﬁention to the occupied territories and to correcp,its
practices in order to comply fully with that Convent1on.

Nepal welcomes the many thoughtful recommendatlons and steps that the
Secretary-General has described taking - within existing arrangements - to impfdve
ﬁhe safety and protection accorded to the population of the territories byrthe
internationa; cohmunity.v Helpful as such measures could be, there is no doubt that
they will not, per se, lead ﬁo'a lasting éeace. That, His Majesgy's Government of
Nepal believeé; can come abdpt‘onlyvthrough a political settlement ;hat is
responsive both to the téfusal of the Palestiﬁiané td live for all time under
Israeli occupation and to Israel's will to guarantee the security aﬁd welfare of ;
its people. |

On this occasion,’my delegétion fitﬁly reiteratgs its well—known position thét ,
a comprehensive, just and lasting political settlement of the Arab—I;taeli coﬁflict
must be basgd én recognition of the inalienable fight of the Palestinian people -

whose sole, legitimate representative is the Palestine Liberation Otganization - to
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a homeland of their oﬁn in the régidn. Such a peace must also be premised on the
right of all States in the region, including Israel to an independent, sovereign
bexistence within secure and 1nternat10na11y recognized borders, as well as on
Israel's withdrawal from all territories captured in the 1967 war.

Coming back to the important question of how to initiate negotiations leading
to a political settlement, we fully endorse the Secretary-General's call for an
international conferenca on the Middle East under United Nations auspices, with the
participation of all the parties concérned; We share the Sectetary-Genéral's
belief,that an urgent-effo:t is neceasary by the international community, led by
the Security Councii, to promote an effective negotiating prooess.‘ We wish to
recall that it was precisely for the maintenance of international peace and
security that the Security Counoil was created. We believe its unique mandate,
‘political structure and international ptestiée, combined with all the resources of

the United Nations'Secretariat, could render it a most effective instrument for

such purooses.
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‘But wheteVer, whenever or however such negotiations take place, take place
they must if the grim, gory cycle of riots and retaliation, fear and suspieion,
death and destruction tﬁat has plagued the region for over 40>yeats is to be broken
once and for all. This, we believe, is the essential'lesson of the turmoil of the
past seven weeks.

Mrf BLANC (France) (interpretat;en from French): Since this is the first
time I have spoken here in the month of January, I should like first to convey to
you, Sir, my congratulatiohs on your accession to the presidency of our Council for
this month. o

I sﬁould like aleo to thank the Permanent Representative of the Soviet Union,
who presided over the Council for the iuonth of December.

Next I should like to welcome the Permanent Representatives of the five new
members of the Security Council - Algeria, Brazil, Nepel, Senegal and Yugoslavia.

I am particularly gratified that they have joined the membership of the Council
since mylmissionband i have and maintain with them and their Missions ties of
friendship ahd trust.

Our Council is considering the report of the Secretary-General of the United
Natione on the situation in the 6ccupied‘ter:itories pursuant to
resolution 605 (1978), edopted on 22 December last. Its accuracy, deptheand
objectiveness of ahalysis and the constructive and judicious nature of its
recommendetions render theerepott‘entirely cemmeﬁsurate with our expectations. It
is only fair that the Sectetary-Generalbbe told that. I should also like to pay ;
tribute to Mf. Goulding, his assistant, who in such exemplary fashion, under
d;fficult circumstances, performed the mission entrusted to him by
Mr. Perez de Cuellar.,

The seriousness of the events of recent weeks in the occupied territories

fully warrants the disquiet of the international community. Those events reflect
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the profound frustration of the Palestmian people, particularly the young
generation, at the absence of any prospect for~the1r future. - As the Prime Minister
of my country, Mr. Jacques Chirac, stressedva few days ago, it is to be hoped that
1988 will, inter alia, make it possible for Israel once again to become aware of
the urgent need to find a solution to the Palestinian problem by peaceful,
negotiated‘means. ' |

I;would once ‘again express France's oeep‘concern. We haye felt utmost dismay
at the stste of extremebtension that has been prevailing in the occupied
territories of the ﬁest Bank:and Gaza.j Fron the very beginning of the
confrontations, France has intetvenedlfrequently, hoth with the;Isrseli authorities
and in various other quarters;vto put_an endhto avsituation that is in keeping with
neither law nor justice. ;F:ence hes denounced_the Cycle of yiolence‘and has |
frequently cslled uponythe‘Isfeeli Government to act in accoroence‘with the |
obligations imposed on‘it by‘international law. Finally, France‘has‘condemned the
measures of expulsion  taken egainst_Palestinians.who were botn and grew up in that
land. | | B

My delegation can'only repeat, as the Sectetarnyeneralihas in his’:epott:
that Israel, the occupyingvPower, mustvshoulder(itsrinternational re5ponsibilities’
and apply without restriction the provi51ons of the Fourth Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of - Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,

Israel is a Contracting Patty to that Convention, as indeed are most States.
The fact that the Convention applies to the occupied Territories, which has been
recognized frequently by our Council, is undeniable._ While the responsibility to
respect the Convention lies squarely with the occupying Power, the other
' Contracting Parties are likewise bound under article 1 of the Convention to ensure

respect for that instrument under all circumstances.
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Full implementation of‘ the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Conventionwould‘
initially make it possible to put an end to the cycle of violence and to usher in a
calm atmosphere conducive to the finding -of a just and lasting overall settlement
in the Middle East, |

We can only subscribe to these‘conditions and the .trib.ute the
Secretary-General pays to the International Committee -of- the Red Cross (ICRC) for
its.‘ activities in‘ the territories, and we are quite prepared to support that
organization's iefforts by reSpmdiné to any appeals it may make in the performance
of its lofty t‘unctions. Furtherinore, we requesttwlsrael to facilitate its_ task.

As for the intensification of UleA's activities, that is a channel that
should be tapped, and, in the light of the first-aid needs now being felt, the
initiatives proposed in the Secretary-General's report appear to us to demonstrate
that organization s ability to adapt and strengthen an activity we all ‘know to be
absolutely essential. It is the duty of each and every one of us to give the
neoessary support for those activities. | |

That is why my delegation feels it would be judicious, out of a unanimous
desire for realism and conciliation, for the Council‘ today to elect to go ahead and
adopt a resolution aimed, ‘in the first place, at ensuring the safety and protection
of the civilian population. However, the paramount question is the future of the .
peoples of the occupied territories and relations between Israel and the Arab
States. Progress has already been achieved in the international community on the
holding of an international conference. It is quite obvious that the status quo '
cannot continue. Current events have demonstrated the urgent need resolutely to
- embark on a process of negotiation aimed at producing an overall political
settlement. | o | |

My country's position is vell known. France is convinced that the time has

come for the parties concerned to move towards mutual re_cognition and dialogue and
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that the most realistic ﬁéy for progress to be made alohg those lines is to hold an
international peace conferencé.. : |
I have no doubt that oui Council will in the near future have occasion to take

up this important matter again.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of France for the kind words
he addressed to me.
The next speaker is the representative of Morocco. I invite him to take a

place at the Council. table and to make his statement.
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Mr. SLAOUI (Morocco) (interpretation from French): Mr. President, the
Moroccan delegation already had an oppoftunity a few days ago to tell you how
pleased it was tb see you presiding over the work of the Security Council fotrthe
month of January. The leadership which you have given to the debates of the '
Councillto date ih'such an authoritative and effective way is simply further
evidence of your human qualities and y&ur vast diplomatic experienée. We should
like to express the hope that dufing your term of office the Councii wiil take
decisions that will éontribute to giving relief to the éeoples in the Arab
territories occupied by Israel and to nurture the hope that they continue to place -
in the United Nations to help them achieve their legitimate rights. .

The Security Council is meeting today to consider the report of the
Secretary—-General of the United Nations which was drawnbup pursuant to resolution
605 (1987) on the situation in the occupied Arab territories. 1In operative
paragraph 6 of that resolution, the Codncil requested tﬁe Secretary-General, inter '
alia, to formulate his recommendations on ways and means for eﬁsaring the safety
and protection of the Palestinian civilians under Tsraeli occupation. By -
presenting us with this report the Secretafy-General has made available to the
Council members and the international commun:ltf first-hand information so that t.heyv
can have a better idea of the reality of Israeli occupation and the scope of the
suffering of the Palestinian people.

The report, which was drawn up with the utmost impaftiality and objecﬁivity,
is illdstrative of certain aspects of Israeli policy, to which the popular uprising
of recent weeks has given particular prominence. Thus, it has confirmed the |
preoccupations of the international community at the explosivé situation which
contipues to prevail in the occupied tgtritories. It wés indeed obvious to any
alert observer that the cont:inuance' of Israeli practices and Israel's continued

denial of the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people sooner or later had
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to provoke massive reactions on the part of those who were victims of that policy.
The Palestinians thus are standing up for themselves and expressing'their‘right=to
fesistance as a people whose dignity has been flouted and whose land has been
confiscated, as was recently stated by His Majesty King Hassan 1I when Opening the
meeting of the Al-~Quds Committee at Ifrane, on 5 January 1988.

And it was entireiy foreseeable that, given the absenée of any prospect of a
solution, the gene:gtion whicﬁ has been born and which grew up entirely under
occupation since 196? should react, despéiring of its cause, in a spontaneous
manner against the policy of occupation. As stated’in the reports

*The disturbancés were a reaction, supported by Palestinians of all age groups

and all walks of life, to 20 years of occupation and to the laék of hope that

it could be brought to an early.end." (S/19443, para. 12)

The unanimous mood which the Special Repfesentative of the Secretary-General
gathered from a represehtative sémple of the Palestinian population was: that they:

"All rejected the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and

insisted that the Palestinian problem was not a problem of refugees but a

political problem requiring a political solution." (S/19443, para. 8)

The urgent need for a just and lasting solution to the tragedy of the
Palestinian people has therefore become even more urgent in order to spare the
peoples of the occupied'territories‘further suffering and to put an end to the
vicious cycle of violence in the Middle East. Now, of course; we must tackle what
iS'ﬁbst urgent and bring to bear the full juridical, political and financial
arsenal which is available internatidnally’in order to provide adequate protection
for the Palestinian people so that an end can be put to the .inhuman tregtmenﬁ that
is meted out t§ the defenceless people and in order to meet ‘their vital needs as-

human beings.
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But, as I stated before the Council on 17 December last year, tﬁis is only an
initial stage which, however necéssary.and urgent it may be, should hot make us
lose sight of the imperative need to re-launch the process of peace by holding‘an
international conference with the participation of all the interested parties,
including the Palestine Liberation Organization and the permanent members of the
Security Council. Fﬁrthermore, the Secretéry-General, in his‘most recent report,
underlined in particular that the‘protective‘measures which must be reinforced,

.'can only be palliatives.  They cannot cure the underlying problem, which is.

the continuing occupation by Israel of the territories captured in the 1967

war."” (S/19443, para. 20)

In fact, the Uniﬁed Nations and the Arab and Islamic community have always
emphasized the liberation of ali.occupied terfitoriés, including Al-Quds Al-Shafif,
as a fundamental prérequisite for'peace’iﬁ the Middle East. Furthermore, the
Al-Quds Committee, at its last meeting in Ifrane under the chairmgnspip §f ﬁis
'Majesty King Hassan II, and the Arab Leagué, meetiné in funié'on 23 Januafy, have
further reiterated this in a. timely fashion. | 7

That being so, we should like to pay a warm tribute to the per severance and
the far-sightedness evinced by the Secretaryrcéneral on all occasions in advocating
in such a pragmatic and realistic manner the ways ahd means to bring about>peace
and harmony, while reépecting the legitimate aspiﬁations bf all peoples in that
region.

The Kingdom of Morocco will coqtinue'to giVe full support to those efforts in
a clear and :eépénsible 'marmer and to work so that reason and legality can prevail.

Pending the start of cbnsultationé within this Council, as recommended by the

Secretary-General, to create the conditions for success in a negotiating process,
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we attach capital importance to those steps designed to provide maximum protection
to the oppressed Palestinian people. The ﬁaroccan people, which has already
expressed its soiidarity and‘its positive involvement in this connection, is still
resolved to pursue this fraternal effort to ensure that an entire generation of
Palestinians may survive and -flourish. |

It is the duty of‘the Council firmly to remind Israel of the clear-cut and
unambiguous juridical obligations incumbent upon it under the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 12 August 1949, in connection with the érotection of civilians in
time of war. The report which is before us demonstrates unequivocally the de jur
applicability of that Convention to the Israeli occupied territories. The parties
to that Convention are likewise enjoined to snpportithe efforts of the
international community to force Israel to implement all the provisxons of that
Convention and thus to assume its respon51bilities as an occupying Power.

The seriousness of the situation in the occupied territories calls for maximum
vigilance on the part of the Council in order to focus all the machinery existin§
in the United Nations on safeguarding tne populations, whether it be sction through
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Paiestine Refugees in the Near East

(UNRWA),‘the United Nations Development Programme,or, indeéd, the Department of

Public Information.
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It istour hope;‘furthermore, that the effective and discreet humaditarian work
of the Internatioaal Committee of the Red Crossi(ICRC) will cootinue and be further
strengthened so as to give succour to the victims of repression.

Furthermore, the Ringdom of Morocco can.only support the Secretary-General‘s
recommendation that the intenational community take immediatevmeasures to improve
the safety and protection of the Palestlnlan people. | “

In the 11ght of the tragedy that is the dally lot of the Palestinian people,
which is deprxved of all resouces and the most fundamental attrlbutes of human
‘ dignity, it is high time for the Security Council to exercise 1ts authonty in a
lucid and realistic way, jettisoning, as the Secretary-General has suggested, all
residue of anger and resentment”accumulated over several decades.

The indignation of internatiohal public opihion at‘the‘inhoman treatment which
has been inflicted on an innocent and unarmed populatiohdis a ﬁatter of public
record, which means that all eyes ‘are now turned on the Council What is at stake

in this debate is, to no small extent, the credlbllxty of our entire Organizatlon.

The PRESIDENT" I thank the representative of Morocco for the kind words

at the beginning of hzs statement. |
The next speaker is the representative of.Egypt; I invite him to take a place

at the Council tablevahd to make his statement.

Mr. BADAWI (Egypt) (interpretation,from Arabic): It gives me pleasute,’
Sir, to see you presiding over the Secutity‘Council today. We are confident that
you will employ all your well-known abilities to aehieve the success of its work.
I cannot fail in this regard to refer to‘the friendly relations between Egypt'and
your country, the United Kingdom. Only yesterday Ptesidenf‘Mubarak paid a visit to

London, where he held constructive talke,with the British Prime Minister.
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I also wish to take this occasion to express our ptofound thanks to Ambassador
Belcngov of the Soviet Union for his able and successful presidency of the Council

last December.

{

Frankly, I take part in this debate with mixed feelings: on the one hand,
with a sense of regret at opportunities we missed in the past, for, hadbthey been
seized, we would not have needed fo convece the Council today; on the other hand,
with a sense of sadness at the increased violence we witness today; this, in turn,
is tempored by a sense of hope that these events will impel us to grasp the
opportunity at hand to work for a future of peace and stability in our region.

On television screens and through other mass media,.the international
community has witnessed the vilestbaCts‘and practices of which man is cépable -
acts that cannot be accepted or condoned'by civilized peoéle of conscience. We
have all followed the early stages of chis glor ious nationel revolution and the
struggle of the valiant Palestinian people. WerhaVe all seen the soliders of
occupation wreaking havoc in the towns and villages of the occupied Palestinian
territories. We were all shocked as we watched one martyr after another being
felled by bullets of the forces of coersion.

We were certain all elcng - as was the rest of the7civi1ized,international
community - that all ehe violence visited by Israel upon the Palestinian people
would lead to increased resistance to the occupying authority acd that it would
only deepen the Palestinian's determinatioﬁ i:o sttuggle for freedom and theif
sacred right to self-deﬁermination. |

Israel should have realized that this uprisihg mcst constituie an incentive to
it to move towards the establishment of just, lasting and comprehensive peace in

the Middle East. 1Israel has not done so.
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Israel should have. taken the first step of responding to the Arab peace plané
by declaring its intention, within the framewérk of a comprehensive settlement, to
abandon its ambitions in the occupied Arab territories and to terminate its
occupation of all the Palestinian Arab territories occupied since 1967. 1Israel has
not done so.

Israel should have declared its acceptance of confidence-building meaéures
with a view to restoring security and safety to the Palestinians.’ But Israel has
not done ;o.

~Instead, we have witnessed an escalation of Israeli intransigence and
violence - éttempts fo'break the will to resist by breaking Palestinian bones. We'
have heard Israeli officiais boasting of their decision to beat the Palestinians
and to continue doing so to thé bitter end. We have also witnessed Israel's acts
of mass punishment, - ‘ '

By virtue of the violence unleashed by its acts, Israel must bear complete
responsibility for the deterioration of the situation which threatens all efforts
‘aimed at the achievement of a just settlement for which my country has continued to-

‘make great contributions for more than two decades.

For many years Egypt has been warning against the dangers that could result
from a failure ‘to widen the basis for peace or to implemeht efforts‘at achieving a
peaceful solution to the Arab~Israeli conflict.

Egypt has also striven for many years to persuade Israel to desist from its
oppressive practices, which reveal its intentionvto continue'tobenctoach upon the
territory of ‘another people ‘and to subject it to'colonial domination ~ a policy

unequivocally condemned by the civilized international community.
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The profound lesson wﬁich must be understood by all - in Israel, in
particular - is that all attempts at‘ooersion for two whole decades have not broken
the will to struggle or the desire for freedom in the hearts of these young people
who are only half as old as the occupation of their land. This generatiQh of
valiant people has brougﬁt the situation to é head, even though, as some might
argue, wexmight not soon see the realization of its aspiration to exercise the
right of self-determination. Nevertheless, it has become clear from this uprising

that Palestinian objectives are not unattainable.



JM/13 ’ . - §/PV. 2786
56

(Mr. Badawi, Egypt)

lHaving tried all forms of violence and coerdion,'rsrael wiil have to heed the
" call of reason and logic. | | |
| Nowadays the Middle East is witnessing grave events which will have profound
effects on deVelopments\inlﬁhat region. There is an element of particular
importénce~that necessitétes wise’handling of the-situatidn,lwhich is that the
current uprising is being carried out by a generation of Palestinians born under
occupation; that is also to say that it is being carried out by‘that generatioh
which will have to shoulder the burden of the establishment of a just peace in that
sacred piece of land. Therefore, in all sincerity and frankhess we urge Israel not
to miss the opportunity to start serious talks aimed at the achievement of a just,
lasting and comprehensive settlement of the conflict that will achieve its hope for
security, stability and good-neighbourly relations and enable the Palestinians to
exetcise.theit iight to self-determination free from attempts to dominate them or
to force them to live under occupation. |

The loss of such an opportunity.would undoubtedly portend grave dangér and
consequences: should the Palestinian people within and outside the occupied
territories lose hope of achieving a just settlement, they woﬁld logically conclude
‘that Israel refuses to have ‘peace with them and seeks to dominate their land and
create opportunities for additional Israeli settlers to live there. That would
undoubtedly engender the feared escalation of the situagion and the loss of another
opportunity to achieve a just solution, thus leading to yet another explosion in
the situation. |

We in Egypt are confident that all people of conscience both within and
outside Israel reject these policies and would face them with a yiew to changing
them, We in Egypt are confident that all peacé- and justice~loving forces cannot

accept division of the sacred rights of man or the application of a double~standard
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thereto. Therefore we expect all to apply one yardstick to human rights without

discrimination as to race, creed or belief.

AN

The current grave events have}underlined the urgency immediately to resume the
peace process for the benefit of all partiés concerned. Presideﬁt Hosni Mubarek,
in the last few dayé, has put forward an important new peace initiative aimed at
creating a meaningful negotiating process. The initiativé calls upon thé parties
concetned to. cease all forms of violence and feppession‘in the occupied'territories
for six months.  Such a.step would be accompanied by the followings: ‘first,
céssﬁtipn of all settlement'activities; secondly, respect for the political rights
and freedoms of the Palestiqian people under Israeli qccupation; thirdly.‘gnsuring
the safety and protection of thg people{under occupation through proper
international ma¢hinery; fourthly, movement towards the convening of an
International Peace Ccnference ﬁith the aim of reaching a compréhénSive peace
settlement that provides for recognition of the right of all States in the region
to live in peace and énables the Pglestinian people to éxercise its right to
self-determination.

In‘a letter addressed today to the Secretary—General,.my Foreign yipister
requested circulation ofbthis‘initiative as a Security Council dqcumentﬂmaking it
available to all members of thé Council and of the ﬁnited Nations. The‘;nitiative,
however, must be implemented as an integrated whole within a time-framevto which
the Israeli and Palestinian parties would be committed. It imposes addi£iona1
requiremgnts: first, acceptance‘by ;srael of the convening of an International
Peace Conference as a means of achieving a negotiated settlement with the
participation va$11 parties concerned on an equal footings secondly,,cessation of:
all acts of oppression and the eétabiishment of settlements} as well as the
commencement of confidence-building measures foremost among which would be

recognition of the legal applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention Relative to
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the Protection of Ciuiiian ?érsons in Time of War to the occupied territories and
their populations- thirdly, commitment of the Palestinian people to cease acts of
violence for a specified period of time during which an evaluation of ISIBGllI
reaction policies and practices would be carried out - without prejudice, of
course, to the absolute'right of the Palestinians to resume acts of resistance to
occupation, should it become clear that Israel lacks seriousness in thls regard by
the end of that specified period In putting forward this initiatve, Egypt seeks .
to rescue the,future from today's acts, to arrest thevdeterioration of the
situation and to move forward to seize opportunitles for the establishment and
expansion of peace. Pending the achievement of that objective my . country will
continue to‘stand by the.Palestinian people in its struggle for the restoration of
its usurped rights under the leadership of its legitimate representative, the ‘
Palestine Liberation organisation (PLO). |

Before concluding my statement I should like to express tolthe
Secretary—GeneraI and to'Mr. Marrack Goulding.,Under-Secretary-General for Special
Political Affairs, our appreciation for the great efforts made in preparing the
report pertaining to the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories. My
country expects the Security Council to give the report and the recommendations

contained therein due and positive consideration}

The PRESIDENT:--I thank the representatiue of Egth‘forvthe kind:words he
addressed to me. . |

MerBUCCI (italy): _wevare'almOSt,at'the end of the month, Mr. President,
and I have not yet had the pleasure of conveying to you our satiSfaction at seeing
the representative of the ﬁnited Kingdom presiding over the Security Council.
January has been a month of intense work, a month that has given the measure of
your prowess, your spirit of initiative and your authoritativeness for whichiwe are

grateful. We are also grateful to your predecessor, Anbassador Belonogov, who as *
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‘qhance wéuld have it was also allotted a month of intense work, a mongh of duties
which he carried out with determination, commitment and tact.

I take fhis opportunity alsovto extend a cordiai welcome to the delegations of
Algeria, Brazil, Nepal,'Seneéal and Yggoslavia. which have recently joined us. I
am certain that the Security Council will receive a great contribution by their

presence.
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We are meéting to exanine _the most urgent ‘operative aspects of the report
submitted by the &creta_i:y#@neral to theASecuritxnr Council in acco'rdance-with
‘par‘agraph 6 of resolutionvsds (1987); ‘i‘he document (s/19443) is exhaustive, and my
delegation wishes to thank the Secretary-General for it. : | v |

We also wish to address a particular note of\r appreciation to Under-Secre'tary—f
. General Goulding, who had to overcome great difficulties during his recent mission
. to the Middle East.

Since the object of this debate’is the cons_iderat'ion of ‘.the most pressing )

i aspects of the situation of the Palestinians who live in ﬂxe occupied territories,
the first point which must be considered is whether or not the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 1949 can be applied in their_case. This problem is dealt with in
paragraphs 21 to 27 of the Secretary-éeneral's report.

Israel s position on the Fourth cOnvention is very important because it
~directly affects what can be done to ensure the safety and protection of the
civilians who live in the occu‘pied territories. It is therefore ‘essential that
each member of the Council assume its responsibilities and e:‘cpress its opinion on
this point. | | R | | | |

My delegation believes that Israel is bound de jure to respect the rules of
behaviour laid down in the Fourth Conventiom '_iure, and not de facto, means not
on the basis of a free choice made by Israel. 'It follows from th-is premise that
the behaviour of the occupying Power, which does not comply with the Four th
Convention, constitutes a violation of international law. _The Cmvention is
‘binding on all ccntract-ing States, including Israel. " The Security Council and the o
general Assembly have‘repeatedly stated that point. ‘ .. | :

It is-a fact that Israel took .'posses'sion of the territories in question'

through the use of force. The principle which prohibits the use of force is
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contained- in Article 2 (4) of the._Unit_ed Nations Charter and has repeatedly been

_ reaffirmed, even ree,ently,' by the General Assembly. _Whether or not the: previous.
.‘ Power had 'legi-timate ‘sovereiijnty over the: territory 15» a factor which, in our

| opinion, is irrelevant. Israei has Arati.fie.d.the Fourth Gen'eva Convention'r of: 1949

and is therefore under obligation to oomply with it. Article 1 of the Convention

is unequivocal in this sense.

The aim of the Fourth.Geneva'Convention is to provide the maximum humanitarian
’proteclt-ion to the people who fall under its provisions; therefore, it is the duty
of ‘all States parties to it to act fully and without‘ mental reservations to help
‘ ensure the humanitarian goals of the Convention "in all-»circumstances,"- This may
not be Israel's opinion, but:it is none the less the opinion of the entire
international community ‘as expressed in the relevant resolutions of the Counecil and

of the General Assembly, and it has become the opinio juris of the world community,

as rightly noted in the Secretary-Genera:L's report. "This position is also fully
shared by the International Committee of the Red . Cross.

I have taken up these points in a detailed manner beoause.- the dispute over the
-applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention is not ‘a minor issue. 1In fact it
conceals :the controversy over sovereignty —.a controversy which cannot be settled
through a formalistic discussion that evades the substance bf the political problem.

As a matter of fact, Israel contests the Security Council's: authority to
vconsider' the. problems that result from Israeli occupation of the West Bank, East
'. Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, ‘and. does not permit those interventions: which would
'be possible.‘ I refer here to those interventions which the report of the
'Secretary-General defines as "physical protection"

Lo In goes without saying that my country considers Israel's position to. have no

basis in law. - S L R ~ .
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‘The Palestinian people who live in the territories under Israeli occupation,
whether inside or outside the camps, must receive protection while they await the
settlement of their future. However without the co-operaticn of the occupying
Power this problen cannot be resolved satisfactorily.
| I should like to point out that in not following the humani tar ian standards of
behaviour generally shared by the community of States, Israel nas certainly harmed
‘its cause, thereby tarnishing the‘image of a‘great people which has not been spared
severe trials.by historv. | | |

The events which have taken place in the past few days have generated dgreater.
understanding of and sympathy for the Palestinian cause,and‘cast a shadow over‘that
of Israel. lt should be added that that was unnecessary,~since'the'treatmentvof_
civilians in the occupied territories seemed to be rooted.in the civil tradition of
the Jewish people even more than in points of law. The recent grave events have
made it necessary to consider the protection by publicity" referred to in
paragraph 43 of the Secretary-General's report.

Looking to the future and to what can realistically be done in the short term,
my delegation believes that the Security‘éouncil'should conclude tnis debate by -
signalling its particular concern for the protection of civilians in the occupied
territories. |

We are confident that the Securitnyouncil'will«succeed in agreeing to a
concrete follow-up to -this meeting. This would contribute to lesseningcthe
tension.. By co—operating, Israel would make its position towards the occupied
territories less ambiguous,and give evidence of its willingness to begin a new .
relationship with the Palestinian'cbmmunity.

"As for the other measures, namely those of an economic and socialicharacter,
ny delegation agrees with the observations and proposals made by the-

Secretary-General.
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On its own initiative, Italy has contributed to increasing substantially the
means at the disposal of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), in accordance with the will of the Italian
Parliament. ~If’faced with specific needs and proposals, we would not fail to
contribute to what could realistically be done to alleviate the precarious:
conditions of the Palestinians. | | ‘

In conclusion, I should like to‘reiterate that the debate on the most urgent
aspects raised by the Sec:etary-General!s reoort is only a part of what the Council
must do. The solution to the Palestinian problem is arpolitical one. Unless we
deal with that aspect the incidents'which have been taking place in the past weeks

will inevitably recur, as the history of the past 40 years has taught us.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Italy for his kind words
about me. - | . |
The next speaker is‘the representative'of the.Sytian Arab Republic. 1 invite
him to takeba place at the»Council take and to make his statement.

Mr, AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic). The

Security Council has convened today for the fourth time in a period of less than
one and a half months to con51der the situation in the occupied Palestinian and
other Arab tertitories. This meeting has special significance because the SecuritY
Council's examination of the sxtuation is based on a report by the Secretary-
General submitted to the Council, in accordance with operative paragraph 6 of
resolution 605 (1987), and contains the,findings and conclusions of the mission

undertaken by Under-Secretary~General Marrack Goulding in Palestine and in the

occupied Palestinianbterritories.
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At the behest of the Council, his mission focused on twors_ubjects'. The first |
was to examine on the spot the situation in the‘occupied terri;oriee;‘and the
second was to explore ways and means for the‘Secretary-General ro‘formuiate a
recommendation to the Security Council aimed at assuring the safety and protection
of the Palestinian population of those territories.' | |

‘We have devoted careful attention to the'report end itsnconciusions. bwe nave'
also taken note of reports in,the;international media on the uprising by |
Palestinians in the occupied terrirories against tne Israeli occﬁpetion,‘and on the:
daily suffering of that population as a resnLtkof rnefFeecist,'oppressive,-brutal
measures carried out by the Israeli occupation authorities.‘ All this haslled us to
certain conclusions, on which t;he're is agreement by "a_il - with the_single eﬁxception
of the Fascist Tel Aviv régime. First of all, the higheet prioriry ehould'be_given'
to assuring that the civilian population of the_occupied Arab territorieskis
protected from the brutality of the Israeli occupation anthoritiee. . Secondly, bur
no less important and urgent, the Security Council shonlo take.immediate effective
steps to secure the early withdrawal of the Israeli occupation forces from all
Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied by Israel. |

With respect to protecting the civilian population, there is an internatxonal
consensus on the need to apply the Fourth Geneva COnvention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 1949 In his report the
Secretary-General examined the legal basis for the appl1cability of that cOnventlonk
and noted the internat1onal consensus on this - a consensus, of course, with one |
dissenting voice: that of the Tel Aviv régime. |

 Against that background, the Security cOuncil, as the highest international

organ reSponsible for the maintenance of international peace and security, should
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see to it that the Convention is applied_and that the Parties to it meet their
obligatioﬁs under article I of the Conventidn, whichvteéds as follows:
?The High.Contrac£ing4Partiesvﬁndertake to respect and'to ensure respect

‘for thé present Convention in‘all'citcuﬁstances', -

A# thekseéretary—cehera1 notes in_h;ﬁrfeporf; the phrase‘"iﬁ é11
qircumsfanées' is intended to include declared or ﬁndec;ared war, partial ér total
~occupation with or without armedvrésistance,~or gveh qnder certain circumstancés
" when the opponent is not a contracting party to the Convention.

The 6ccuﬁying Power has refused to apply the Convention to the occupied.
territories; it is therefore necessary‘foi the Security Council and the other
contrécting States to také effgctive steps to bring #bout,its application,
including the 1mpositionA9f saﬁcpioﬂ# against the occupying Power, Israel. There
can be no justification under any'circuxﬁst.ances for vnét taking such justified
measures. In.addition to the termsrof the Convention, huménitarian cgnsidératith
compel us to protect defgnceiess_qiviiiaﬁs from the bmﬁtélity of the occupying
forces, | | .

" At their recent meeting iq Tunis, Foreign Ministers of the ﬁembéte“of the
Leégue of Arab States adopted a resolutiqn‘célling bﬂ the Se¢ur1ty Council to carry
out in full its responsibilities aé regards'the Zionist entity‘s violations of the
provisiéns of the Fourth Geneva COnven£16n1in the'Paleétinian and other Arab
occupied territories, and that‘éntity's étﬁbborn persistence in committing crimes
of war as defined in articles 49»énd 147 of the Convention, such as killings,
torture, inhuman tréatment, depbrtations, arrests, deteﬁtions, the expgision of
Arab civilians from their homes and-the‘estabiishment of settlements. The Council
should‘compelithe zioniét enﬁity immediately to halﬁrthese'measures and. practices
and to return the deportees'to_théir-homeland iﬁ acéordance with Security Council

resolutions.
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As to bringing about ’the speedy and complete withdrawal from all Palestinian :
and other Arab territories occupied by Israel, including southern Lebanon and the ‘
Syrian Arab Republic's Golan Heights, the report ‘of the Secretary-ceneral states
clearly that all the Palestinians whom Mr. Goulding consulted during his vigit to
the occupied territories reject the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip.  That is true also of our people in the Colan Heights and southern
Lebanon, who, by their resistance to Israeli occupation, have demonstrated their
rejection of the occupation and their determination to continue the struggle to
liberate their lands. ’ ' |

That makes it imperative that the Secur‘ity Council accept certain concrete
responsibilities, 'in order to respond in a serious manner and bring about an early
withdrawal from all the occupied territories. » :

The popular uprising by the Palestinianpeo:ple'f in the'o"ccupied territories and
uprisings in southern Lebanon and 'in the Syr ian Arab Golan Heights, which have
'enjoyed universal support, have painted a true picture of - the obnoxious, racist,
Fascist nature of the.zionist entity. Those uprisings have once again brought -
home to the world the cause of a people that has suffered for more than 40 years,
whether in Palestine, occupied since 1948, or m other Palestinian and Arab

territories under occupation since 1967.
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That people is suffering the scourge of aggression, homelessness and racism

daily on the basis of a State-sponsored, declared, official policy of the Tel Aviv
régime, a policy that can be described in a nutshell as an iron-fist policy. 1In
pursuit of that policy.’children, youths and women have been deliberately killed.
Houses have been broken into and children have been beaten indiscriminately; their
bones have been broken. 'Even school teachers have'been beaten up before the eyes
of-their pupils.' Many detainees have been tortured, as is stated in the |
Secretary—General's report. ;ome_of the persons who have been tortured have been
quite YOung ;'16 years»old,‘or even 11 and lé; "Even in the darkest days of ginmilar
fascist‘régimes. we did'not see practices like this. The only other place they are
engaged in f{s South Africa. .

Despite the universal condemnation of the Tel Aviv régime and the&:woices being~
raised throughout the world calling for an immediate end to this fascist hysteria:
the protection and safety of the civilian population -and the complete;withdrawal,of
the Israeli occupation forces from all the'Palestinianlind other Arab territories,
there are some who, here and there, are ashing that thehkiller and the killed, the :
criminal and the victimvhebput on an egual.footing.v.They try to divert attention
from the true dimensions of the tragedy, aS'demonstrated by the uprising of the
people against the 1Israeli occupation. o |

One fact that cannot be denied by anyone is that there is a settler military
occupation of Arab territories. This occupation continues unabated. The
population. of these territories is-subjected daily to a fierce, barbar ic campaign
designed to crush them and pushithem out of their land by depriving'them of‘their
basic-human rights. | | |

Hence, it is incumbent upon'the'Security.Council to focus_on.the true nature

of this absolutely intolerable situation; No pretexts or mtives can be used to



BLT/44 - S/PV, 2786
, : : 72

(Mr, Al-Masri,_Syrian_Arah-'
Regublic)

justify procrastination. Occupation is illegal; it is the antithesis of

international law and all kinds of.international instruments, including‘the_United
Nations Charter. 1It is the responsibility of the“internaticnal community'toyput an
end to this occupation, without any conditions._

The international community, as represented by the Security Council, must
support the uprising of theﬂPalestinian Arabs, confronted by‘zionist violence
'against their lives, their dignity and their holy shrines, That uprising deserves
all support. - It requires the Security cOuncil to take appropriate, ‘effective and
immediate action to make it possible for the Arab people of Palestine to exercise
its inalienable national rights, including -.and I emphasize this - its tight to
return to its homeland, and its right to self*determination and the establishment .
~of its independent, sovereign State in its national territory. That’question is -
non-negotiable, in all circumstances. ‘ : ERR L

While we appreciate the'positivezpoints_made_in the.Secretary-Generalfs
report, ds well as the physical difficulties;faced by Under-Secretary-General :
Goulding dur ing his mission to gather information, we expect that the Security
Council will urgently take'appropriate action to secure the safety and protection
of the civilian population.in‘the occupied Arab territories and to ensure_that«:"'
‘Israeli forces_are totally,and'immediately withdraun from.all the occupied Arab
territories, including Jerusalem. I wiSh'to make it clear~that s0 long‘as these
territories continue to be under Israeli occupation, so lcng as settlements

continue to be built in the territories, there will be no peace in that part of the

- world.

In the resolution they adopted recently in Tunis, the Foreign Ministers of the
League of Arab States called on the Security Council to shoulder its -

responsibilities by taking effective measures to end the Israeli occupation of all
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Palestinian and other Arab territories., Furthermore, 'the'y called on the United

>Nations to supervise the withdrawal of the Israeli occupation forces and to make it‘
possible for the Palestinian people to exercise_ its’ right to self-determina,t,ion.v
pursuant to the relevant ﬁnited Nations resolutions. The l’o_reign Ministers also
- decided to make it cleat' that" the struggl'e ofl our people in Palestine, in Golan and

in southern Lebanon is one unified struggle against Israeli occupation.

'rhe mESIDE:NT- 1 should like to say a brief word to the Security Council
in my presidential capacity. | ' ‘

There are no fur_ther speakers for tonight. As I understand it, it is the
general wisn of the Council to try to arrive at agreement on some. outcome to this
debate when we resume,_ as ve mist, tomorrow. At the moment, there are some
10 speakers for: tomorrow's_' debate. | |

I suggest that the best way we could proceed would be for us to conduct»during
the morning tomorrow individual,‘discussions about the possible text of a resolution
to emerge from. th_is'series of meetings. In those discussions - which, I emphasize,
would of course be individual - the"presidency would be at the disposal of all
menbers of the Council to do what it could to help.

If we used tomorrow morning in that kind of discussion, we could meet tomorrow -
afternoon to resume our debate. I think it would be as well if we met at 3 p.m.
‘sharp tomorrow: ~ and,}in this connection, 1 congratulate members for their
promptness in coming to the meeting this" afternoon, and indeed earlier meetings.
© We would resu_meetomorrow afte‘rno_on with the hope, but without the cer.tainty, that
we would‘_have-a plece of paper -in front.o‘f'u.s‘on.which e could focus our

discussion.
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I would remind the Council that in any case we shall be meeting again on
- Friday norning to discussvthe renewal of the mandate of the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). Hence, if we do not finish tomorrow night - although it
is my understanding that that is the general wish - we shall ‘have the opportunity
of continuing this item on Friday. ‘ |

As there appears to be no objection, we shall continue our consideration of

this item at 3 o *clock tomorrow afternoon

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m.



