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The meeting was called to order at 6.55 P.m.

EXPRESSION OF THANKS 70 THE RETIRING PRES IDENT
A

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): BAs this is the first

meeting of the Security Cour_xcil in the month of December, I should like, on behalf
of the members of the Council and on my own behalf; to pay a warm tr‘ibute to my B
predecessor the Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Natiohé,
Anmbassador Kikuchi, for his successful work as President of the Council for the
month of November. I am sui:e thatb I speak for all the members of the‘Council in
expressing to Ambassador Kikuchi a,dmirétion and appreciation for the‘ great

diplomatic skill with which he conducted the Council's bus{néss last month.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCQUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

LETTER DATED 11 DECEMBER 1987 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF DEMOCRATIC

YEMEN TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(5/19333) | /

The PRES IDENT ‘(inte:prétation from Russi.ahﬁ I should like to inform the
Council that I have received a letter éated,ll December 1987 from the 'Permanvent
Repi:esentative of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations, which reads as
follows:' | |
"I have the hénour to request that the Security Council extend an
invitation to Mr Zehdi Labib Terzi, Permanent Observer of the Palestine
Liberation Organization to the United Nations, in accordance with the
Council's past practice, in connection with the Council's consideration of the
item 'The sitnation in the occupied Arab territories',"

That letter will be circulated as Security Council document 5/19336.
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(The President)

The proposal by ‘the United Arab Emirates is\not made pursuant to rule 37 or
rule 39 of the provisional rules of procedure of the Secu;_ity Council, but if
approved by the Councii the invitation to participate in the debate would confer on
the Ealestine Liberation Organization the same rights of participation as those
conferred on Member States when invited to participate pursuant to rule 37.

Does any member of the Council wish to speak on tpis‘proposal?

Mr. OKUN (United States of Atﬂerica): Before making my brief remarks, -

allow me to take this opportunity to welcome you, Sir, in your capacit.y as
President of the Cquncil and to anticipate a good month under your wise leadership,
and at the same time to thank the delegation of Japan for Ambassador Kukuchi's and

the entire delegation's good stewardship of the Council during the preceding month,
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(Mr. Okun, United States)

The Unii:ed States has consistently taken the position that, under the
provisional rules of procedure of the Security Council, the only legal basis on
which the Com);:il may grant a hearing to persons speaking on behalf of
non-governmental entities is rule 39. For fc';sur decades the United States has .
supported a generous interpretation of rule 39 and would certainly rnotv object ha‘d
this matter been raised under that rule. We are, however, oppdsred to s‘peciaAl
ad hoc departures from orde‘rly procedure, |

The United States consequently opposes extending to the Palestine Liberation
Organization the same rights to pax&ticipate in the proceedings of the Secﬁrity
Council as it would have if that organization represented a Member State of thé_
United Nations. We certainly believe in listening to all points of view, but none
of that‘requires violating the rules. 1In particular, the United States does not
agree with the recent practice of the Security Council, which appears selectively
to try to enhance the prestige of those who wish to speak in the Council through a
departuxfe fr§m the rules ofi'procedure. We consider this special practice to be
without legal foundation and to constitute an abuse of the rules.

For these reasons the United States requests that the terms of the proposed
invitation be put to the vote. Of course the United States will vote against the
proposal.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the representative

of the United States for the kind words he addressed to me.
If no other member of the Council wishes to speak at this stage, I shall take

it that the Council is ready to vote on the proposal of the Uhited Arab Emirates.

It is so decided.
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A vote was taken by show of hands.

In favours Argentina, Bulgaria, China, Congo, Ghana, Japan, Union ojf Soviet
Socialist Republics, United —Ara_b Emirates, Venezuela, Zambia

ainst ‘"United States of ‘America‘

Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ttaly, United Kiffgdom of
' _Great Britain and Northern Ireland

‘The PRES IDENT (interpretatioh -from Russian): The result of the"'iroting‘ is

as follows: 10 in favour, one against, 4 abstentions. The proyposal has been
adopted.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Terzi (Palestine L1beration

Organization) took a place at the Council table.

Count YORK von WARTENBURG (Fedetal Republic of Germany)s:s I also shduld

like to begin by paying a very warm tribute to Ambassador Kikuchi as the outgoing
President of the Council and to thank hin for the excellence and great skill with
which he conducted our business. I should like to say that you, Sir, will have our
complete co-operation dur ing your presu!ency, which I think will bri mg us together
on important matters.

My delegation abstained in the vote on the participation of the Paléétine
Lib,eration Organization (PIO) iri_ the Council's .debate. In doing so my delégation
waé Quided by ‘the provisional rules of procedure, which tﬁe Cc;uni-:ilwh‘as’ itself
es/t;abiished.. The procedure followed today is .clearly desi.gned-f(:o grant the PLO a
sﬁ'tqs si.milat ‘to tfxat of a Member Staf:e of the United Nations. This does not
reflect the true relationship of the PLO to our Organization, and therefore we
caﬁﬁot support it.

“This does not mean, however, that my delegation objects to the Ptb‘s being ‘

heard by the Council in the present debate.

The PRES IDENT (interpretation ‘frém Russian): 1T thank the representativé

of the Federal Republic of Germany for the kind words he addressed to me.
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Mr. TANIGUCHI (Japan): First I should like to congratulate you,

Mr. President, on your assumption of your very important post in ‘the Secufity
Council. I should also like to take this opportunity to express our deep
appreciation for the kind words expressed with regard to Anbassador Kikuchi by you
and other reptesentatives’. I amvvery, very 'gi:at'_e'ful‘t‘of the gracioué co-obératijqn-:
extended to me by .all Member States.

We voted in favour of the participation of the Palestine Li.ber'vat’ion" o
Organization (PIO) vb.ecause the Government of Japan has repeatedly ekpressed its
considered view that it is essential to the" S§1ution of the Mi_adle East queétion,
that the Palestine Libéfétion Organization, which represents the Palestinians,
participate in peace tallks.‘ »

In 1975,‘Japan, as a member of this Council, expressed the position that the
PLO, as_dae of the majof parties to the Middle East question, should be invited to
participate when this Couﬁc'il' conduétéd its deliberations on the Middle East |
question, includiné the question of Palestine. At this time I should like to

confirm that position. Accordingly we supported the participation of

representatives of the PLO.

The PRES IDENT (interpretation .from Russian): I thank the representative
of Japan for the kind wordé he addressed to me.
I should like to inform the Council that I have received a letter dated
11 December 1987 from the ‘Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienabble Rights of the Palestinian People which reads as follows:
*I have the honour tb request that I be allowed to participate in the
Security Council's consideration of the item 'The situation in the occupied
Arab territoriés’; in accordance with the provisions of rule 39 of the
Council's provisional rules ofvprocedur'e, in my capacity as Chairman of the

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the _PaleStinian People*



JW /4 | S/PV. 2770
| 9-10

‘('I‘he President)

On pr:evious occasions, the Security Council has extended. invitatims 1lio
representatives of other United Nations bodies in oonnection with the consideration -
of matters on‘ its agenda. In accordance with past practice in this matter, I .
propose that the Council ‘e_xt\end an-invitation. to the Chairman of, i:he Comittee. on:
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.: ‘

There being no objection it is so decided.

‘ gt
Ly e R o [ s\ ¢
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(The President)

The Security Council will now begin its consideration of the item on the

genda.

The Security Council is meeting today in response to the reauest contained in |
the letter dated ll December 1987 from the Permanent Representative of Democratic Uf
Yemen to the United Nations, in his capacity as Chairman of the Arab Group of -
states for the month of December, addressed to the President of the Security

Council (s/19333).

2

Members of the Council have received photocopies of a letter dated

11 December 1987 from the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the

. elmes

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which will be circulated under the

symbol s/l9337.
The first speaker is the representative of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO). I invite him to make his statement.

Mr TERZI (Palestine Liberation Organization)° At the outset let me tell

¢ e

you, Sir, how glad we are that the representative of the Great 0ctober Revolution

oo

is presiding over our deliberations, particularly at this time, when

Comrade Gorbachev has crossed the Atlantic to take the first steps towards peace.

- v AT

We believe that further contacts between the General Secretary and the President of

. 44-

the United States will give them time to discuss regional conflicts, including -

13

indeed primarily - the regional conflict in the Middle East, and that thus we shall

be spared the necessity of coming to this Chamber as often as we do. To you

R .

personally, Sir, I would say that we have every confidence that with your prudence

LIS

and expertise you will lead the deliberations here to a fruitful end. | o

} We also express our gratitude to the representative of Japan, who conducted:“u
the Security Council's work during November in an exemplary way, particularly when
he represented the Council during the International Day of Solidarity with the

Palestinian People.
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization) !

i

I also wish toythank all those who voted for, or even against, our

participation, because eventually those who voted against will know that Le are a

S I

’ ]
factor and that, as has been said on several occasions, deliberations without the

g ey Trwea by At x;

participation of the PLO would be like building on sand

i :'A'“'““

Before I walked into the Council Chamber I overheard a couple of comments'

"Why are we being brought here?' someone asked "They want to scream“ was the
v fina. .

reply. No, Sir, we are not here to scream, we are here to bring a very serious

Sah T 4 CEER

issue before the Council. The people I overheard said 'If they want to solve the
problem, let them fight“ I assure them that our people are doing all they can in

RCNEERY

the way of resistance against the occupying Power, by whatever means they have, _
whether rocks or empty bottles. We have not given up the fight, the legitimate
fight, against the occupation and the denial of our rights.

Why do we come here? First, we know that the Security Council has on many

VTR

occasions reaffirmed that the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection

PR

l . ~ : ’ ‘
of CiVilian Persons in Time of War is applicable to the Palestinian and other Arab

[

'territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem. That is a decisionj

taken by the Council vis-a-vis the occupying Power.- But we are also here because
the Council has a responsibility. The Convention says.
oy . , ; BN
'The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to assure respect
. i N
Ll w0y 2 ) |

for the present Convention in all circumstances.l : !

_';,,‘.,‘

s i . o 'ﬁ
It is here that the responsibility of the Security cOuncil, all the members of the

Security Council, is best shown. Will the Council really ensure respect for the

' Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. of

12 August 1949?

i
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{Mr, Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization)

sl e :

We are not here to scream.» We are not here to give up our fight. We are here )
exercising a right, a right that has been admitted through that Convention. “ "

It is rather strange that the Council had to meet last year on 8 Decemher in hﬁmi
relation to a_violation by the occupying Power of the rights of the Palestinian A“
people living under Israeli occupation._ One might say 'What is the coincidence? B
Thingsfsimply do not happen like that.tt We all know that the General Assembly has 'W
adopted,'by a huge majority, a resolution calling for the convening of the

e e b

International Peace Conference in conformity with the provisions of General

R 1,‘,~.

Assembly resolution 38/58 C, which clearly says that the best, if not the only, way Ai

SR oW
to achieve peace is by holding an international peace conference in which the
Palestine Liberation Organization will participate on an eaqual footing and with
equal rights. In his report on his endeavours the Secretary-General makes it clear
that the major obstacle to those endeavours during the year was the position of the
Government of Israel. The Government of Israel, whether as a whole or in part,
could not.accept the principle of an international conference to achieve peace in
the area, and rejected the principle of the international peace conference on the
Middle East. ‘

Furthermore, we know that only last week the General Assembly adopted several
resolutions in which it condemned Israel for its practices‘against the people in
the occupied territories and condemned

"Israeli policies and practices against Palestinian students and faculties in

schools, universities and other educational institutions in the occupied

Palestinian territories, especially the opening of fire on defenceless

~ students, causing many'casualties". (General Assembly resolution 42/160 G,

para. 2)
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine ﬁiberation
Organization) |

The General Assembly adopted that resolution only a few days ago. How does Isrgel
react? It does sb by résuminq the opening of fire on stddegts, cﬁildreh‘and women
in the occupied tértitories, totally disregarding its obligatiohs,regatdlqg the
safety‘of £ﬁdse people and its obligations undet the Fourth Genéva'Conveﬁéion.

|

The Security Council is responsible for ensuring that Israel tespect§ and

implemenfs those provisions. The Security Council has very often taken'décisioﬂs

strongly deploring the opening of fire by the Israeli army, resulting in the death o

v : , : [ .
or wounding of defenceless students. The Security Council has called upon Israel

.very often to abide immediately and scrupulously by the GeneVé Conventionirelative

to the Prdtectioh of c1vilién Persons in Time of War.
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization) '

But did Israel heed? Did it respond to the call of the Security Coux;cil? No. ‘Whyu |
not? ‘BécauSe the Security Council should we féel take stronéer écﬁidn than merely
calling upon IsfaAel to abide irmhediately and scrupulously by the Geneva Convention;
On 8 December an Israeli check-posbt in the Gaza area istopped a car éarrryiné
civilian pasfs‘engers, Pal_estini.ans, most iprobably workers who crossed the green line
in order to earn a few pennies to provide for their familieé. At that check-point, P
an army check-point, the Israeli army opened fire. Four persons were killed and |
nine 6§1ers were wqunded. The Iéraeli occupying Power then imposéd a curfew. But,
after all, those four people who had been killed had to be buried and therfhh»eral |
became a demonéttatiori protesting against the brutalitieé ‘of the neo-faséists of
the oécuéying Power. The wounded ﬁere sent to hospitais. One hospital was i:he
El Shifa Hospital in Gaza. The Israeli érnxy was not satisfied and wen£ to the
hospital with its tanks in order to pick up the péople from their beds. It éﬁ#gged
them out and took them to detention. The army converted the hospital invto some
sort of military post. .
Palestinians are human beings. They simply cannot accept submission so they
demons trate fhrtﬁer against the brutalities of.;:he,occupying POWer.' Those

brutalities continue éhd escalate. On 10 December thei:e were more killings.‘ I

will not regd The New York Times for me'nbei:s, but on 11 Decenber; Ithat is today,
the record o: Palestinians felled by Israeli army bullei:s increased. On Friday,
11 December, four more Palestinians were shot dead, among them a nine-year-old
child, who died of wounds that he sustained on 10 Decembef in Khan Yunis. The
victims were shot dead in the Balata refugee camp; We are surprised that Ge have |
not yet heard from tﬁe United Nations Relief and Works Ag‘ency for Palestine | |
Refugees in the Near East about those incidents in the camp, which is near Nablus,

north of Jerusalem. Israeli soldiers opened fire on citizens who were taking part
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{Mr. Terzi, Palestine Libetation
Organization)

in a demonstration after Friday noon prayer. I do not think I have to ex-plain that
the Muslims have their "Sunday mass” o r "Sabbath service" on Friday.at noJon. while
they were coming out of the mosque protesting the iron-fist occupation policy they
vere met with army bullets. A 17_—year-—old boy, an ll-year-old and a 17:-year~old
girl were killed as a result of this betbarous shooting. Dozens of Paleetinians
were hit end wounded in what some sources described as the massacre of laaflata
refugee camp. _ : - 1

We Palestinians seem to have been chosen for massac;ee - Deir Yasein, Kaf_t
Kasim, Sabra shatila - and now it is Balata. At least 20 people at the clamp were
wounded. The Israeli army forced its way into the Women's Union Hospita]l. in
Nablus, arteste'd relatives of the dead and wounded and cordoned off the ﬁospital
with army units. Balata tefugee camp is under strict curfew accordi.ng to the .
latest teport. | ; : : : ‘ i

The Israeli forces prohibited ambulances from teaching the camp in otder to
evacuate the wounded. Israeli soldiers were shooting heavy sorties of fire and the
people in the camp were appealing to the International Red Ctoss with the demand
that it should mtercede and assist in the evacuation of the wounded. Soutces in
the refugee camp were appealing for vaid and assietan_-ce. : ‘TAhey 'uere appealing t’or
blood donations but the Israeli army prohibited blood donors ftom entering the‘
hospitals to donate blood. What is worse, the ‘Isra.eli sold;’.ers forced tfxeir way
into the hospital cornpound and fired on people.

There are other hospi tals_in the 'Naolus Adistrict and they were subjectedto
the same treatment by the occupation army . Rafidiya Hospital in Nablus and the

Women's Union Hospital are considered war zones byvmany eye-witness‘ accohnts. .




 PRBMTM | . s/PV.2770
' 18-20

(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Iiberation
Organization)

At noon today - the latest t’eportythat we receﬁred - which wouid be 8 o'clock
in hﬁblus, the Israeli forces.'wete still_prohibiting ambulances from reaching the .
hospi tals and the FirevDepartment units were not allowed to pass through in order
to evacﬁéfe the wounded. That is what is happening today. If I were to read all
those criminal acts and report on every single one we might spend the rest of the
evening hére, but let me réad out only',a few. -

Qn 27 November the Israeli Military Governor in the Jabalya Camp summoned the:_
imams - prieéts or pastors of tﬁe_hmos'que - and warned them not to -make_ ariy A
political speeches during prayers. The imams answered that the speeches followed
thé. Holy Constitutioh am'i»the Koran. The ﬁarning is seen as an attempt to quell
unrest after the deportation order on Sheikh oaeh.r The Israelis deport or expel
the sheikh of the mosque and expect the people just to say "thank you" to them. We
assure everybody hefe that they will not but will continue to fi.ght: us ing “their -
own means. | |

On 30 Noirenber it \;vas feporﬁed that students _frém sch‘ools' and colléges in
Ramallah and El Brireh went on strike. Wwhy? After al;, ‘the United Nationst was_
observing the vintetnational Day of Solidarity Qith the Palestinian People so at
least the Palestinians themselves would have to observe that International Day of
Solidarity. 'r_hose studgpts were carrying out a decision of the General Assembly
and reséonding to tﬁei; nat';ional obligations and duties. The Israeli soldiers tool;
positions at tﬁe entrances to a nunbér of schools. In Hebron, the /demonstgations
broke out a£ the polytechnic and‘suide‘hts chan‘ted slogans in favour of their

struggle and of their tepresentative, the PLO of course.
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‘(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization)

The Israeli Army placed the college at Hebron under s:.ege and threw tear gas
at the students. o o - o o o

In the Gaza Strip - and this is still on 30 November -’ student demonstrations l
broke out at several locations. Israeli forces arrived, opened fire and beat up

EE)

students .

On 1 December, about 100 residents ‘from Bethlehem were summoned by the
B $¢ FA
Military Governor of Bethlehem. They were interrogated mdividually by the Deputy

3"
ey

Chief, civil Admin istration .

In Gaza, the Military Pppeals Committee confirmed an administrative detention

order against a number of persons. o

In Nablus - and I am still referring to 1 December - a military force broke

into Rafidiya Hospital and arrested two youths who had been admitted to the

‘hospi tal after having been wounded by bullets fired by the Israeli army in the

“

Balata refugee camp. The hospital doctors protested that if the youths were

arrested their lives would be endangered The protests were to no avail. Of
course, for those neo-fascist, rac1st zionists, Arab blood 1s cheap. B.lt the Arabs

simply will not heed their wishes. \

On 3 December, the Israeli con'mander of the central region issued an order to (

deport a resident of the Jenin camp and a student at Najah University.

v I mention these criminal brutal activities by the occupying Pcwer to show
that there is a limit to the patience of those under foreign occupation.1

' Israeli Radio today announced that the res:.stance is mcreasing in the Gaza A

area, in Nablus and in the suburbs of Jerusalem. Sources in the occupied
Palestinian territory have reported that the situation is very critical and that a
curfew has been imposed on refugee camps - particularly the ocne near Nablus, where

there are 15,000 refugees. Our people use primitive arms — rocks and empty
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Tiberation
Organization)

" bottles - but they fight; they do not merely scream.
What is really inhuman is that the occupying Power forbids ‘the relatives of.

the dead Palestinians-.‘to: bury> them. So what ‘do the relatives, the families of the -
dead §iétims do? They sneak into the hospitals and "steal® the remains of their = '
beloved ones in order to give them a proper‘ funeral. Bﬁt the Israeli occupation’ =~
forces; vith their tanks, break ‘into the houses in the refugee camps and look for

the bodies of the dead victims.- If they find ‘any; they irdposé a certain hour and ‘& °
certa inv place for the burial of the victims.

. All this is nof: :accidental. The commander of: 'the 'occupation"ff'otc‘es”ih ‘the
central region, a certain General Amran, made it very'cléarﬁ*iin one of hig &y &Ry
statements that he would continue to send ‘instruments‘of ‘dea&“ to confront the -
Palestinians. He made the threat that his troops would open’ fire on anyone who
demonstrated ‘against the occupation. - ‘

But why should we not have teco.urse to'*what‘the Isr‘ael»i' media themselves’ éa’y‘?:(;‘é‘ "
The newspaper Ha'aretz reported that a certain Yussi Beil‘ir‘x, who is the
Political Director in the ‘Israeli Foreign Ministry, had said this: "I feel more
than ever before that'we are reiiving the same experiences, that the present sta‘ge.
is sim_ilar to a great extent to the stage that existed on the eve of the 1973
war®. The hewspaper wenﬁ on to répor:t tﬁat the psychological_security situation
and the political tension might cause a new war in the area. So here we héve a
warning in the Israeli ‘prevss‘ that all this ﬁ;ight lead to a new major confrontation "
in t.heb area. This is confirmead by/v the fact' that the occupying Power has sent more
trqops into, part{cuiérly, the Gaza region in‘order to quell the revolt of the
people. o
According to Davar, another Israeli newspape‘r‘,‘ huge numbers of forces from the

Israeli army have entered the Gaza area, and they are expecting to confront with



BCT/3f S/PV. 2770
‘ 23-25

e , (Mr., Terzi, Palestine Liberation
L ST S Organization)

violence any uprising that might take place in Gaza or other areas of the West ‘Bank.

Al Hamishmar, yet another Israeli newspaper, reported that a senior Iisra’eli

military source had said: "We are facing a very serious situation. We haﬁve to

realize that we are facing a very acute and complex situation and that we ;?ate S

|
sitting on a barrel of gunpowder®. S : _ REIS

|
i

Ex‘:om,avll th"?‘t'; it will be understood that we :have.come to the Securitgz .Councii
wj.t,h the intention of drawing the attention of everyone here to ,the,situat!ion as it
is - but also with the intention of indicating what the results could be. 1

It is only natural for occupation to engender res istance.‘ such -tesis,?tance has
varyin.g degrees of violence. But I would say that, primarily, the causevoj‘f this -
chain of violence - I shall not call it a cycle - is the perpetuation of .t-.ihe
occupation.  Of course, it is easy to specify the cure and the remedy:’ En;d thel-"."» ~
occupation and there will be no resistance, énd therefore there will be no];

viol,'en_qe.,n .But the question we are faced with here is: what do we do in- the

meantime? . .

|
i
i
S
|
i
|
1
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine Liberation
Organization)

Res istance against occupation has been unanimously accepted and considered. .
legitimate by decisioh of the General Assembly. I refer to Genetel(As’se_mh“ly:_ e
resolhtion 40/61. By the same token, that resistance i.ncreases when the hopes for
a peavcefull shettlemeqt"di.minish‘. Here we have to put the question' cah;ot our
people have some hope of a peaoeful settlement? Because, given their frustrat,ion_,;
and the arrogance of the occupying Power, we definitely will face violehce, which
will, we are sure, mean that the mandate given to the Secretary-General will have _
- to be viewed from a different perspective. . »

'rhe process should be expedited; it is ipcgnbehtupon _those who_‘ teject the
efforts for;_peace, and who constitute the ‘;hé-jor». obstacler to. then, to respond in a
positive way.. Of course there are polit_icel ramifications. But the resistance i.s‘_),i
a deriyative of the occupation, and our situation is a derivative of the occupation.

.- What is to.be done? That is the question the Council has to face. Should the
Council satisfy itselfvwith_stronglly deploring, wi.th appealing and ,aysking,_t‘s_:a‘e;l‘n,'tp;
rescind or desist? .VOrA;d'oes,the Charter of the United Nations provide vfor”othe:i,
remedies? I am sure that the wise forefathers of this Organization envisaged a . .
si.tuation in which Members v)ou).d not carry out decisions taken by the Security ..
Cot:mcivl.‘ I tefer to'speci'fiAc v/chepte_rs of the‘,Cha.rter on the 1mpositiop of
sanctions. |

For how much longer can the United Nations,‘ which created the monster called .
Israel, that spoiled brat called Israel - for how much longer can the Security |

Council and the United Nations permit those criminal acts reminiscent of
B neo-fascism? The v_bllood of our children and our women is sacred to usj it is very. .
much treasured by us.. It should not be spilled for nothing. o N
Again I repeat that we hope and expect that the Council will take immediate

action to put an end to the current brutal activities. It should also shoulder its
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responsibility and end the situation of occupation and bring us ‘closer to a

comprehensive peace, as prescribed in a General Asseublyqtesolution.‘

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the repre?enmtive
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) for the kind words he addressed to

me.
The next speaker is 'Mr. Massamba Safré, of Senegal, Chairman of the Fommittee

on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. I ipvite him

to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

‘Mr. SARRE (Senegal) (Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise :of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People) (interpretation from French): Allow

{

me at the outset, Sir, to congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency of

the Security Council for the month of December. Aware of your qualities as an’

expérienced diplomat well versed‘ in international affairs and your devotion to the

ideals of our Organization, I am convinced that your work viill be crowned with

|

success, all the more so because your country has just signed, éogether with the
United States of America, a historic agfeementihich I aﬁ conviinced will constitute
a step forward in’ tﬁe consolidation of inﬁernatimal peace aha security.
On this occasion we should pay a tribute to your predecessor, Mr. Kikuchi, the
Permanent Represéntative of Japan, for the exetnplary fas‘hiohi in which he pr'e"s‘ided

over the work of the Council in November.

Lastly 1 .;houldllike to thank all the members of i:hé CQun'ci‘l fdr autfhor izing
. me, in'my capacity as;,Chair:man of the Committee on the Exercise of the’f[n?alienable
Rights of the Palestinian People, to take part in its debate with re'spectl to the
érave events of recent days and Israeli practices against the population in ihe

occupied Paies tinian territories.
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The deterioration of the situation in the occupigd territory is all the more
disturbing because it directly affects not,meréiy the future of thg Palestinian
population but also" ‘internationallpeace and security. In a letter I have ‘sent to
the Council 1 havé provided'information on the incidents which have just taken
place in the occupied Arab territories.

‘According to United Press International . (UPI) and the Associated Press (‘AP),' |
on 9 December 1987 Israeli 'troqps ‘in the-‘Gaz'a Stri‘p opened fire on young
Palestinians, killing tv}o and »injuring 12. The students were demonstrating
following the killing of four Palestinians in a road "accident™ in which,
apparently, an Israeli truck had been used to avenge the death of an Israeli
businessman 's‘tabbed on 6 December. Thé critically injured were takeﬁ to El-Shifa
hospital, where demdnstrators were subsequently attacked by Israeli helicopters,
vhich dropped tear-gas bombs on the crowd. Seve;al members of the police force
were injured in the demonstrations. Schools and shops remained closed in the Gaza

Strip, and hundreds of Palestinians did not go to Israel to work because of the

demonstrations.

Acéor‘ding to The New York Times and t;he UPI, widespread demonstrations on the
West Bank and in the Ga‘za.stri.p resulted in clashes with Israeli troops. On
10 December a young PéléStinian was killéd and a dozen pedple were injured.
According to the same sources, in the refugee camp of Kalandia, north of Jerusalem,
23 students who had raised é Palestinian flég during a defnonstration were
arrested. Twelve 6ther:s were injured during é clash with the police, and many

students who had inhaled tear-gas subsequently had'to_ be hospitalized.
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|
A Reuters report states that a 1ll year old Palestinian from Khan Yunis, in the

Gaza Strip, died after being hit on the head by Israeli troops during

demonstrations against the Istaelis. According to Reuters and UPI, on 11 December
Israeli troops opened fire on élemonstrabors in the Balata tefugeé c':amp-oin the West
Bank, killing four Palestinians and injuring 30 others. Reuters also refports that
in Jerusalem the military authorities held the head of the Arab jo‘urnalijsts' trade
union in prison without trial f‘or six months and prohibited the disttibuition of  the

daily Al-Fajr on the West Bank.
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It will be recalled that during the debates at this session delegations
referred to the question of Palestine aﬁd the need tb find a éomprehensive, Just
and lasting solution. It is striking to observe, furthermore, that the sﬁrong
emotions and subjectivity to which we had become accustomed yielded to reason and
objectiviﬁy. This new approach to the'éuestiOn should lead us henceforth to
translate into specific action the common denominator on which we all agree, namely
organizing an international peace conference on the Middle East;k

The Secretar&-ceneral of our Organizétion in his report calls upon us to do: -
so, when he states that

*in the light of the widespread agreement on the part of the international

community ... the convéning of such a confétence, under United Nations

auspices, offers the best chance of successfully negotiating a comprehensive

settlement of the Atab¥Istaeli conflict. Mdreover,‘my decision to make a

special effort this year was endorsed by leaders of all parties to the

conflict. These two factors - intefnational backing and the support of the
parties - have‘ptovided an important basis for several roundé of consultations
that have béen held thus fgr and will undoubtedly be crucial to future
progress.,

"... I am encouraged by the fact that the past yearbhas seen favourable
dévelopments in the poiitidal environment, ﬁoth'in terms of the level and
freauency of contacts between the pefmanent members of theISecurity Council
and between‘;heﬁ and the parties.l I am aiso'encouraged'by the fact that the
idea of an internafional conference ﬁndet United Nations auspices has been
given‘Sigh priority among the Atab‘parties to the éonflict; ahd has beeﬁ the

subject of 1ive1y debate within Israel; These positive trends, combined with
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the growing international consensus in favour of the early conven@?g of a

: : 1
conference, demand of us that we consolidate and build on thevfoundation that

has so far been established.' (A/42/714, paras. 32 and 34) . 1,
4

|
-On_the basis of those assessments, which represent the end of a lengthy

process, and on the basis of the principles and purposes of our Charter, nothing
should prevent us at last from attaining our objective: the establishment of peace
in the Middle East through the restoration of the inalienable»rights,of?thewﬁxg

Palestinian.people,:namely their right to self-dete:mination and independence.
|

With respect to those who might raise the question of the right to existence of all .
the States of the region, I would refer them. to paragraph 3 (f) of the Geneva

Declaration, which stipulates the_right to existence of all States in the region
1
1

within secure internationally recognized frontiers, with peace and justice for all.
v ‘ !

_ L
Only -a: few hours ago the General Assembly overwhelmingly adopted four
1
|
resolutions on the Middle East. We note in them, in particular, an appeal for
’ |

i
reason, moderation, renewed dedication to the principles and objectives of the.
. |
. !
United Nations Charter, with a view to ‘achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive

solution to the situation in the Middle East and the;guestion_of'Palestﬁne..‘
With that approach in mind, the convening of an international peac% conference

on the Middle East is advocated. As I said earlier, this conference - ghe outcome

. 1
of a lengthy process of negotiations among the Members of our Organization - has
. ‘ | '
just been reconfirmed by 129 votes during the consideration of the questhon,of.
|
Palestine. It will also be recalled that in presenting our Committee!s.iepott,to

the General Assembly I stated that, if the United Nations delayed in fin?ing a

solution to the auestion of Palestine, violence would worsen and come to1threaten
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peace and security'in theﬂregion, if not world wide. Unfortunately, recent events
in the occupied territories only bear this out. } | | |

In the absence of a just and lasting solution to“the auestion of Palestine,’
tension and violence will only increase in occupied Palestinian territories and in
the other Arah occupied territories, including Jerusalem.» Thus, our Committee has

continued to emphasize that the situation will continue to worsen as long as the

1na11enable rights of the Palestinian people have not been exercised.

The United Nations has an undeniable responsihility for ensuring the enjoyment

of the rights of the Palestinians and their protection in the occupied
territories. We consider‘that}it is now up to the Security Council to implement
the findings of the 1983 International Conference on the Question of Palestine held
in Geneva, endorsed hy growing majorities in the General Assemhly; in particular,_
by calling for the convening of an international peace conference_ontthe‘Middlev
East. ;: |
‘ Wejuish once again,to recall thatithese recommendations are ohjectively_
founded upon the4under1ying internationallyraccepted,principles relatingkto ;he

Palestinian problem and the Arab-Israeli conflict. The international community

considers that the convening of such a conference is now an urgent necessity. This

view has been egpressed not merely within the United Nations but also in decisions

of a growing number of other intergovernmental bodies, such as the League of Arab
States, the Organization of the Islamic Conference and thepuovement of Non-Aligned

Countries, as well as in the declaration of the European Economic Community (EEC)

and, more recently, the recent Summit Conference of Arab countries held in Amman. .

‘Hence on behalf of the Committee, I should like to underscore that the '
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question of Palestine has reached a critical stage. We urgently appeal for
J
inctreased efforts to achieve a just and 1asting solution to this question and to

: l

put an end to the intolerable situation of the Palestinian people.

R

In this respect, the cOmmittee is convinced that the International Peace
1

cOnference on the Middle East which enjoys near unanimous support offers to all
the parties ‘concerned broad possibilities for participation in negotiations |
resulting in a just and lasting solution of the question. Given the incr}easir:i;:
worseningof the s!i'uiat‘ionf in the occupied terr'itor ies, as just describqed1 by/
Ambassador Terzii;s veu‘sho'ul‘d"'step up our efforts. We therefore appeal to the
Security Council to take/appropriatesteps to restore the policy of dialoi;ue
between all the 'parties concerned in orde‘rutov'put an end to this tragic state 6f
affairs which has ‘prev'ailed fornbrefthan 40 yéatg.' L ' 1‘
} should

not be an exclusively Arab or Israeli peaces rather, it should be an Arab-Israeli

As T said last week, the time has come for peace of the valiant.

peace, a peace founded on sincere and objective negotiations under ‘the auspices of

the United Nations. We are duty—bound - especially the Security Council,lthe

|
guarantor of international peace and security to seize this opportunity, a sad

but promising one, to foster the convening of this international oonference. the

|
i

only appro'pr jate and timely ‘way of ‘ensuring a just and lasting peace in the Middle
East.“ o V o | :

I am "conv'i'nce'd that events inf‘the':past w‘eekj- which was characterized by the
internatio‘nal"‘communitiv.'s”;steadfas‘t ‘coimnitment‘ to the )‘p'rinciples of thelchlarter of
the United:Nations' ‘as demonstrated by the statements we heard on the guestion oi’

the Middle East during t.he holding of the I:ay of International SOIidarity with the

Palestinian People, as well as during the debates on the question of Palestine and
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the situation in the Mié-i&l’e"Eas.t ~ ghould be of 'Ipa'r:ti;éulfar' cancre’rnﬁ(‘itfi)» the Security

Council. : | | | . o
On behalf of the comittee, I once again, in all'huniiity, appeal to the

members of ‘the Security Council to see ‘to’it'that peace in ‘the Middle East is

restored.

s
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The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank the Chairman of the

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for

the kind words he addressed to me.

I should like to inform members of the Council that I have just recgived a
letter from the representative of Israel in which he requests to be _invi,;te_d to
participate in the discussion of the item on the Council's agenda. 1In c:lmformi!:y
with the usual practice and with the consent of the COmciI; I propose to invite
the representative of Israel to take part in the diséussion, ﬁithout the right
vote, in accordance with the relevant ptoviéions of the Charter and rule 37 of the
Council's provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Netanyahu took the place reserved for

him at the side of the Council Chamber.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I invite the representative

of Israel to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.
: |
Mr. NETANYARJ (Israel): I should like to congratulate you, Sif, on your

;
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council. I am confident tha1t you will

i
perform your duties in the exemplary way that your predecessor, Ambassadc!;r Kikuchi,
performed his. ' - ‘ 1
I am holding the letter from the Permanent Representative of Democrgtic Yemen,

who requested, in his capacity as Chafirman of the Afab Group for this month, an
|
immediate meeting of the Security Council. It is Friday night, 8 o'cloclf. and the

first question that I know is on everfbody's mind is: why is the Securill:y Council,
the supreme and most important body of the United Nations, suddenly convéned. and
with such haste? It {s true there are major wars going on in the world r?'ight novk.
b‘u,t it is not to ‘deal with them or to try to resolve them that the COuncijl is

!
meeting. Perhaps it is because of loss of life -~ loss of life has, indeed,

|
{
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occurred. But I did not recall a similar convening - in fact, by the
representative of Democratic Yemen - when over 10 ,000 people were. slaughteted in
his own country in December of 1985. I do not recall a hasty - or even an
unhasty - convening of the Security Council by another member of the Arab League.
Saudi Arabia, when riots broke out in Mecca and 402 people were killed and 640
injured. I do not recall a meeting of the Security Councii when there were riots
in Yarmuk University in Jordan and students were killed —-net a word. |

Nor, for that matter, was there word from the PLO, the very PLO that raises so
mich of this. This is the PLO that had thousands of its own members slaugntered ~in
massacres in refugee camps - 'massacre"is e word thet has kept bcomin"g up |
here - thousands massacred, :first by Syria -~ I do not recall a Security Council
meeting - and in the war carnps, the intramutel war camps between the variqus
factions of the PLO theméelées and the Letanese. . I do not temenber a‘ Secvui'ity
Council meeting, hasty or unhasty. | |

So we have to asks wh¥ has this meeting vb‘een convened with ‘such abruptness
today? I think we can glean some understanding fr:om the timing. lbday is not an
accidental day. It is important to understand 5 series of dates that have led up
 to today, and today's date as w:ell, to understand how ludicroue the basicidea of
spontaneity éupposediy behind the recent violent incidents is. The last thing they '
are - I emphasize the word "last" - is spontaneous. You will recall that a year
ago, exectly the same thing happened'. | there was a relative petiod. of quiet, a
beginning of tensions in the m‘o_nth of November and violent.incidents (and the
- calling pf a Security COuncil‘-m’eeting en the‘iast da_y of the deliberations in the
General Assembly. - | |

Now, the reason the month of November is important is because three dates

occur in the month of November. The first date ivs 2 November: that is the
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anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. The second date - and this year it is a

new one - is 8 November: that is the convening of the Arab summit meetvin‘lg' at

Amman. And the third date - which, again, is an annual amivers;ry - is
29 Noveﬁbexg, i:ﬁe déte bbf-t‘:h.e iéartiitio'n fésoil;tion. Why do I cite those d}‘ates?'v
Because, for each one of those dates the PLO iésues s‘pécific -ouviers. comxﬁ;ands,'
calle for incitement, to Palestinian Arabs and asks them, and calls upon them, to
incite riots and violence'and terror. . And kI may add &e fourth date, »that": is
today's.date, which is the twentieth annivérsary - and "anniversary" is ai peculiar

| ‘ |
word to use for an organization devoted to murder - the twentieth year tol the day

marking the establishment of ‘the,PFLP led by Habash. It too called for tl:'xe
inciting of viélence and (:error: and riots. . i

It is impottant ‘o under.stand that in the month of libvember, leading‘ into
December, ‘there h>a's been an escalation. We récently had bombs piaced on the
Tel Aviv-Haifa railroad - luckily, no one was hurt. We had an Israeli civilian by
the name of Schlomo Saker, a civilian.viho was shopping in an Arab market, | stabbed
to death jus£ a few days ﬁgo. We have had man?. many incidents of terror|that are

not reported because they are interdicted; they are simply aborted be fore they take

place - ﬁot for lack of trying, for they try, but they do not succeed so you do not

hear very mich about them. But the /attempté are thete.'
Beyond and apove all that therevare, 6f course, the calls for mobs, viiolence
and inci‘tement, especially incitement directed against a very recepti.ve yéung
population of teen-agers, organized and orchestrated to a T, Some spontan]eity!
Now , eveﬁ s0, I must say that sometimes even the PLO c‘an' be helped irl‘ this
grisly campaign, and the help that they received in the ‘series of events we are
discussing here was a boost in thg form of a traffic accident. A few daysi ago, in

Jabaliya an Israeli truck driver swerved off the road, lost control of his vehicle,

|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
i
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and the vehicle killédk four bystanders -~ Palestinian Arabs. As you can imagine,
these kinds of accidents‘occur on all of Islraél's" toadé, ahd.we :h;v:;, I regret to
say, a high incidence of casualties. » e o |
‘What the PLO let out at that date was the extraoidinéry canérd, which, I must
say, caught like wildfire in Gaza, in Judea-Sémaria, that this wés n§£ a ;:rai‘tffic'

accident but a deliberate act of murder.
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'l‘his facilitated the heating up of a campaign of incitement already under way. It
was a stroke of 1uck if you want to call it that. — 3 A

We have, and any country, has under international law, a very simple( and clear

R i ¥
TS TR R S A Tt e 1

rule. The first responsibility of any Government, military or civilian, is to

4 de

enforce law and order. That responsibility is particularly important because ‘many

of these attacks have been directed and are directed against innocent bystanders,
: . |

. 1

Jews and Arabs alike. 1In fact yesterday we caught the terrorist who was {

responsible for slaughtering - no, let us be specific, for burning alive La

{
1
|

family. This particular terrorist threw a Molotov cocktail - we are not talking

about empty bottles here - a bottle filled with explosives, at a car that;passed
‘ |
by. The car had in it the Moses family, a husband and wife and their children.

The wife and a child were burned alive. We caught that man. He was also trying to

1

set off a car bomb. So we have a real problem inside the borders of Israel and
1

' | .

inside the territories. We are facing a deliberate campaign of terror, wnich we

- |
1

have generally been successful in keeping down, but the PLO has been trying to use
|

‘the last six-week period to make it flare up. ' ‘

1

The descriptions of events here have relied on unsubstantiated press}reports
_ _ |
and other undocumented information. We are dealing with this at rather short
notice, but I can tell the Council, after a cursory glance, that there are some

wild fabrications in the material presented to it.

|
1
j

let me give an example. With regard to the question of hospitals; thiat is
simply a flat lie. Regrettably, in the course ofk maintaining law and orde:;r, there
are casualties. Our troops are ‘under strict instructions not to fire.. in fact not
to use their weapons, until they have absolutely no other resort or unlessJ they are

already injured or their lives are threatened. When you are surrounded by several

hundred people armed with crowbars, Molotov cocktails and various other weapons

|
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your life.occasi_onally; i§ thgeatened. Israel regrets any loss o'f;l.ife that has .=:
taken place, ahd Israel will continue to do what it can with its security forces. to.
ensure that there is" as :_Little loss of life as possible. But when, occasionally,
such unfortu_nat‘:e thiﬁgs l}appeﬂ, we do take cgrg‘of people.  .In fact, in these . - . ..
incidents we took the casualties to the local hospitals and. to two other-hospitals .
in the vicinity: the hospital in Ashkelon and the Sirocka h,vospi;tal;i-n Beersheba, -
So wﬁa;: the Council has beard-,_among other things, is simply flat lies. .
vﬁiat I have desc; ipe‘d here, whrich I t;ljxink explains .what we are.witnessing

tonight,_ is a v'e:y,simplg pa;tetn: . It;h.ag)_begn gepeated for more: than a.year; that-
is, it is being.rgpeatefi for ttxg second year. I have not had tirpe‘_ﬁg;o: check, but I
shall look back to see wlfxethér there‘ is Vaylrgady a t};r_ee,fyear, pattern. .In any case .
herei is vthe ;wo_;year pattern. The PLo_i‘_ng‘i_.t‘:e_s.viglence.‘f,__,’].‘hev_iqlenqe produces . .-,
Arab and Jewish caspalﬁ;gs. The PLO then asks for the Security Council to be B
convened to discuss not merely the violence but the ills of occupation.- ‘This is. ./
the natuf:al progression. Presumably the question of the political status .of Gaza<~
and Judea-Samaria would not warrant a meeting, hasty or unhasty, late on Frdday : ,z‘c-:;l
night, but, since t;h}er\mg‘tter ;h;as been raised, let me deal with it wery briefly.

| 'nyhe_prob].._en;‘of a_cbﬂievving §pch a setglgmgn; :is_in‘d’ee_d' a coi;tplex.pne, it is not
- simple, .and i}: is a desirable “?"fd° To a_chi.‘eve. a peaceful resolution, a peaceful - x:
political sef:tlement, ‘ifs exagt;y what we want. The reason we have not had it has -
nothihg to do with‘thé; érievances involvedA. The grie\va‘nces. can be sett],ed-. - They s
are difficult, even 'c:;m'plex, but they are not impossible. There is nothing in thé -
Arab-Israieli ’di_spute. that is beyond resolution - not refugees, not borders.. -All
these things co&ld be ,ne.gotiated.. Matters of much greater éomple,__xity have :been .Ir1.-

negotiated successfully in the last century, particularly in the last half
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. . . ) ‘
century. Fifty million refugees have been settled under far more difficult

c’onditions. : |

: 1

“The reason ‘we are not settling these problens is that the PLO, 1ike its

predecessors under the’ mft:l, who made a pact with H.rtler, were not interested in a

T SN . oL . e l‘g; : e
solutiony they were interested in liquidation. The problem from the start was not
that the Palestinian Arabs la'oked a State but that the Jews had one. '.l.‘h‘is was and

‘ Aol

remains the source of the conflict. That 1s ‘the first reasen why the PLO v;ill
stand up and refuse and resist and obstruct and subvert any attempt at p‘eace‘,'{ii

; , : | -

because their comitment is not to peaoe ‘but’ to the“"destructioﬁ'ofthe J%ewish' State
The second reason i8 a monetary one. The PLO is Big ous.ioeSS; it 115 good

business.,- Many people are living off the hundreds of millions of doliaris they getm

annually: from the Saudi Arabians and others’ who pay monies 1nto the ooff‘ers of the
N t X .
-

PLO. By now there is a cast of’ peOple, gtoups and leaders who belong ‘to the ,»

richest “terrorist organizations in histéry ‘and who have a vested :l'u‘:téres‘t in

keeping alive the cause they are fighting for. It is for their own good. A

solution would summarily ‘end that. '~ = = ‘ ; ,11

The’ third reason is something that Dostoeveki understood a hundred years ago.

He ‘said that if you have a group of five terrorists together and you persuaae four
] )
of them that the fifth is a renegade to ‘the’ cause, they will kill him-, ax}xd once

they kill him they ‘are all ‘locked in a circle of blood and they cannot eswpe.

That is exactly what we are séeing here. It is not only Jews that are victi'msuof' "
) 1 P

this terrorism. In fact many more Arabs than Jews have been killed by the PLO.

Most recently, for example, a man ‘like Safa Al Mazri, ‘the mayor of Nablus, was

murdered by the PLO, because he was thinking of a politlcal settlement.




NR/sm s S s/PVLZ'ﬁO
: 44-45

(Mr. Netanyvahu, Israel)

‘The matter of a political settlement has been’ raised here. : The PLO Vi'ks not
interested in a 'political settlement. I£' is not interested in pea{é‘e'. ) It‘ i's‘
i.r’xteresf:ed in anything but settlement and peace. ' It is interested in something far )
more concrete:’ in pfe‘venting even the ifmprovement of the refugees® status. T am
not referring' to the fle.ga]'.’-status but to the status in physical terms. The Tsraeli
Government has put forward many proposals to rehabilitate' refugees, to make vast
improvetnients -in' the quality of h_ousing and so on.’ Who"rés.is'fed them? ~The PLO: it~
said, "Ihis is an unacceptable change in the quality of life”. We wént ahead and nE
made a few of those unacceptable changes, such as electrification, new housing, new -
system, improvements in the way people live, in ‘their educational and health =~
conditions, ‘The PLO -oéposes any -improvement in "th'e*stabis’g . It encoura'gé's'
every oppoxl:tunityv to upset it, because what it wants is conflict and dispute and
violence and terror. = -

Recently we thought there was a glimmér of hope that there would be a change =
in this condition, this stranglehold by the PLO and its ilk on the political
process that has tied down the Arab-Israeli conflict since theé beginning of this

y oy

century.. We thought thefe was some opening. That thought emerged ‘as a result of
an indication at the Amman summit conference, where we saw that the PLO was for the "
first time being put on ‘the sidélines, where it deserves to be, by the Arab:°

countries.. ... .o e o Un B R E TR T S
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: . 1
It is clear that what we have been seeing in the past six weeks from the PLO's
own exhortations and incitements is that what it is trying to do is escape the

, : : \
conclusion that so many of the Arab leaders apparently reached in Amman, | whether

they say so directly or indirectly. _Whatvrgcenﬁ events and, more‘import;nt,_this
Council meeting tonight are all about is,an»attempt‘by the PLO to bail i%self ou:‘
of a condition of irrelevance, powerlessness and lost prestige.  The que%tion
really is: should this be the business of the Security Council - tovbaii them out
of their irrelevance? I think there is no question that that is the last task for .
which this body is suited. | |

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I thank thelteprésentative ‘

of Israel for the kind words he addressed to me.

I call on the representative of the Palestine Liberation Organizatidn, who has

asked to speak in exercise of the right of reply.

Mr. TERZI (Palestine Liberation Organization): It is sometime% difficuit/
to understand how éhooting by the Isréeli Army at students couid;have beQn
‘ |
.incitement‘by the Palestine Liberation Qrganizétioh kPLO). We have heard‘a great
deal about what is happening_in the occupied Palestinian territory being_&n
response to calls by the PLO.‘:I would think that members of‘the Council §ould :
wonder if the PLO really has such support from the Palestinians under occupation.
If it does, then why not deal with it? Our people in the o¢cupied'territbrieS'have
made it very clear that'they’do support and recognize the PLO as their so%e.
legitimate representative. | }
We did not plan the convening of the Council this evening, It was t$é
criminal and brutal acts of the Israeli Army that resulted in the cold-bléoded

murder of a number of students and women that made it necessary. we'wou1§ have

. : 1
preferred that such a thing had not happened. But, since the Israeli Army showed

l
1
|
|

H
|
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its teeth in implementing an "iron-fist™ policy against our people, as I said in my
opening statement, we felt that it was the duty of the Security Council to address

the situation, 'in view of the position taken in the Council that the Fourth Geneva

Convention app hose areas and that the parties are under an obligation to
L reép‘ect “and ..é'vﬁsure' respect for the 'prdvis*tons ‘of “that Convention. That is ‘why- we
céme here. | | | |

‘fhat Israel has a real problem, we agree, We know that it has a major
problem. Israel st;ll cannot decide whether it is a Jewish State, a Sta;te‘o'f' the
Jews, and who is a 3ew. At the end of the twentieth century Israel is still
" engaging in Byzantine discussions to establish who is and who is not a Jew; who
belongs to the State of Israel; whether he shéul.d be a Sephardl or. an Ashkenazi.
They have those probléms, we knoﬁ.

But Israel's one major problem is that it is an oécupying Power. - An occupying .-
Power has some obligations arising from its being an occupying Power. I ‘think
Israel knows that it is the only State Member of this Organization which has been .
~labelled ;n occupying Ll\’ower. That is the problem that faces Israel. That is the
problem that keeps almost 30 per cént of thé Israeli ptime-age poptllaﬁion
" constantly under arms. | Occupation is really a costly thing. The only solution is
- to end it. The life of any soldier who is a member of an occupying Poaér -is
threatened. After all, the people under occupation are not going to give him
" red-carpet service; they are not going to fraternize with an occupying officer.

I recall that during my service in the Seccnd:World War we had instructions
““not to fraternize with ﬁe people undef occupat;on in Eurqpe. I wm;ld just say to.
‘the Israelis that they should not hope tofraterriize, because the r,es;stance

“against their presence in their own country is the primary task.
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|

We cannot conceive of any Israeli civilians in the occupied territories.

After all, an occupying Power is prohibited from transferring any of its civilian
population into the occupied areas. Besideé, every single Israeli citizen of prime
age is a member of the armed forces, whéther in uniform or in the active reserve,
g0 one can say that there are Ao civilians. They should not be there, in the
occupiedvterritories, in the first place. One cannotvteally permit such

provocation.

| Some may be thinking, do the Paleétinians living in‘the occupied te&ritories
seek better dog food or do they want to‘be in gold cages? They want to Qe free to
exercise gheit political rights. How many Palestinian refugees have begnﬁenabled
to return to their homes? There are more than 2 million of us who are de%ied the
right and the possibility to return and live in peacerin our own homes. %f a tent
is changed into a huf, that is not what we demand. We demand that.we return to

Palestinian territory and live in peace there. ' '

The PLC does not need to be bailed out.

I wonder whether we should believe the Secretary-General when he informs us
¢

that the major obstacle to peace is the Government of Israel? There was %

challenge there. TheASecretary-General had endeavoured to bring all the %arties to

the negotiatinq table for a comprehensive peace. Who rejected that? TheiPLo, at

the meeting of our National Council in April, unanimously accepted that aéproach.

We would very much have preferfed to use this Council to start the neéoti;tions,for
: |

peace. ' I repeat: this is a challenge. If anybody wants to negotiate peéce, this

table is available to him. We fully endorse that.
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We want peace to spare our children and those children living in ‘our houses from
the threat of elimination, from the threat of being the fourth generation to live
in a garrison State named Israel, or being the fourth generation to live in
Palestinian refugee camps. We want them all to live in peace and harmony in their
own homes.

The PLO is not look.ing for a way out. The PLO has shown every singvle sign
that we want the process of a peaceful solution, a political. settlement. As a
matter of fact, it was at 2mman that the PLO insisted on bringing this issue to the
summit, which was originally meant to be an extraordinary summit to déal with only
one item, namely, the Irag-Iran war and the situation in the Gul€.

We just would not like to open the books about collaboration with the Nazis.
‘The Irgun Zvai Leumi, which is the party of Mr. Begin and his likes, was openly and
in public making statements that they should ally themselves with Hitler, because
they had mutual . and common intérésts. And the renowned and respected Professor
Albert ﬁinétein and others like him dié not hesitate to put a big advertisenent in

The New York Times asking that Begin and his likes, who were Nazis, not be

permitted to desecrate the soil of the United States.

We are here to address an immediate issue, which is a derivative of prolonged
occupation. We hope that this Council will convene one day, the sooner the better,
to consider ways and means to bring about comprehensive peace and convert the

discussion at this table from accusations to positive negotiations.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): There are no further
speakers on my list:. The next meeting of the Security Council to continue .

consideration of this agenda item will take place on Monday, 14 December 1987, in

the afternoon, at a time to be announced later.
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I should like to remind members that we have already agreed to meet jon Monday

to consider the queétion of the continuation of the mandate of the Uniteql Nations

|
Peace-keeping Force 'in (yprus.

The meeting rose at 8.35 p.m,




