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The peeting'was called to order at 11.30 a.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES

{(a) LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1986 PROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF MOROCCO TO
THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/17740)

(b) LETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 1986 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED

ARAB EMIRATES TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY
COUNCIL (S/17741)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I should like to inform
membars of the Council that I have received letters from the representatives of
Iarael, Jordan, Morocco, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the Syrian Arab Republic in
which they reguest to be invited to participate in the discussion of the item on
the Council's agenda. In accordsnce with the usual practice, I propose, with the
consent of thé-touncil,"to invite those representatives to participate in the
discussion without the right to vote, in conformity with the relevant provisions of
the Charter and rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of procedura.

There being no objection, it 8 30 decided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Alacui (Morocco) vook a place at the

Council table; My, WNetanyahu {Israel), Mr. Kasrawi {Jordan), Mr. Shabh Nawaz

{Pakistan), Mr. Shihabi (Saudi Arahia) and Mr. El-Fattal (Syrian Arab Republic)

£ook the places reserved for them at the gide of the Councii Chamber.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): I should like to irnform the
Council that I have received a letter dated 20 January 1986 trom the Fermanant
Rapresantative of the United Arab Emirates to the United Natinns, wirich appeare in
document 8/17748 and reads as follows:

“I have the honcur to request that the Security Council extend an
invitation to Nr. Zehdi Labib Terzi, Permanent Observer of the Palestine
Liberation Organization to the United Nations, in accordance with the
Council's past practice, in connection with the Council's consideration of the
item: 'The situation in the occupied Arab tercitories’."

The proposal by tne United Arab Emirates is not made pursuant to rule 37 or
rule 39 of tha provisional rules of procedure of the Security Council, hut if
approved by the Council tha invitation to participate in the debate would confer on
the Palestine Liberation Organization tho same rights of participation as those
conferred on Member States when invited to participate pursuant to rule 37.

Does any mesber of the Security Council wish to speak on this proposal?

Ms. BYRNE (United States of America): The United States has consistently
taken the position that, under the provisional rules of procedure of the Security
Council, the only legal basis on which che Council may grant s hearing to persong
speaking on behalf of non-governmental entities is rule 39, For 40 years the
Uniced 8tates has supported & genarous interpretation of tule 39 214 would
certainly not object had this matter bsen raldsed under that rule., We are, however,
oprosed to special &4 Noc departures from orderly procedute. The United States,
conssquently, opposes extending to the Palestine Liberation JOrgaonization the sane
¢ iahte to particivate in the proceedinae of tha Security Counecil as if that

organization represented a State Member of the United Mations.
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(s, Byrne, United States)

We certainiy believe in liitcninq to all points of view, but nons of that
requires vioclating the rules. In particular, the United States does not agree with
the recent practice of the Security Council, which appears selectively to try to
enhance the prestige of those who wish to speak in the Council through a departure
from the rules of procedure. We consider this special practice to be without legal
foundation and to constitute an abuse of the rules.

For those reasons, the United States requests that the terms of the proposed
invitation be put to the vote. Of course, the United States will vote against the
proposal.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): If no other member of the
Council wishes to speak at this stage, I shall take it that the Council is ready to
vote on the propcsal by the United Arab Emiratee. '

It is so decided.

A vota was taken by eshow of hands,

in favours Bulgaria, China, Congo, Ghana, Madsgaccar, Thailand,
- _ rriﬁidad and Tobago, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Emirates, Venezusla
Against: United States of America
Absteining: Australia, Denmark, Prance, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
The FRESIDENT (interpretation from Chinese): The result of the vuting is
ae follows: 10 votes in favour, 1 egainst and 4 abstentions. The proposal has
bean adopted.

At the invitation of the President, Mr., Terzi {Palestine Libaration

Organization) took a place at the Council table.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretstion from Chinese): I should like to inform
meabers of the Council that I have received a letter dated 21 Januacy 1986 from tho

Persanent R.pnuntagivo of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations, vhich
reads as follows:

"ln xy capacity as Chairsan of the Azab Group for the month of

January 1986, I have the honour to request that, during the Council's

discussion of the item presently on its sgenda, 'The situation in the occupied

territories', the Security Council extend an invitation undec rule 39 of its
provisional rules of procedure to Mr. Samir Mansouri, Acting Permanent

Obsecvar of the League of Arab States to the United Nations,”

That letter will De circulated as s documsnt of the Security Council under the
symbol 8/17750. If I hear no cbjection, I shall take it that the Council agraes to
extend an invitation to Mr. Hansouri under cule 39 of fts provisional rules of
procedure.

There being no objection, it is ac decided.

At the appropriate moment I ghall invite him to take a place at the Council
table and to make his statement.

The Security Council will now begin its consideration of the item on fts
agenda.

The Security Council is meoting today in rasponse to a letter dated
16 January 1986 addcessed to the President of the Security Council by the Parmanent
Representative of Morocco to the United Hationg (5/17748) ané a letter dated
16 January 1986 addressed to the President of the Security Council by the Permanent

Representative of the United Arab Emirates tn tha Onited Ustiana (8/17741).
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(The President)

I should slsc like to draw the attention of membars of tha Council to the
following decuments: 8/17727, letter dated 9 January 1986 zddrewsed to the
Secretary-General by the Permanent Representstive of Jordsn to the United Nations;
8/17739, letter dated 15 January 1986 addressed to the Secretary-General by the
Parmanant Representative of Israel to the United Nations; and 5/17749, letter dated
20 January 1986 addressed to the Sacretary-General by the Chargé &'affaires a.t. of
the Permanent Mission of Jordan to the United Nations.

The first speaker is the represantative of Morocco, upon whom I now call,

Mr. ALAOUI (Korocco) {interpretation from Prench): In my capacity as
Chairman of the group of States members of the Organization of the Islawmic
Conference, I should like to offer you, Sir, congratulations on your assumption of
the presidency of ihe Security Council. Your perzonal qualities and the constant
support that your countty gives to the just causes of peoples guarantee the success
of the Council's deliberations to which the Islamic community attaches special
importance, given the sarioysness of the situation prevailing in Al-Quds Al-Sharif.

Repertedly, throughout the first half of January, the Al-Aasa Al-Sharif Mosgue
has besn dececrated by nembers of the Israeli Knassot, with the comglicity and
protection of the Israeli occupation forces that punished the faithful who were

eupressing their legitimate indignaciocn at the sacrilegious acte.
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(My. Alaoui, Morocceo)

‘thesa events took place in the occupied Arab city of Al-Quds after numsrous
acts of provocation by the Israeli authorities since 1967 seeking to change the
status of the city by expropriating the property of its inhabitants and
establishing settlements there, and they constitute a challienge to the hundreds of
millions of Moslems for whom the Al-Aqsa Al-Haram Al-Sharif Mosque will always
remain the primary sanctuary they face in their prayers and the third Holy Place of
1slam.

That led the Security Council clearl; and unambiguously to recognize on
15 Septembar 1969, following the arsom shich damaged the Al-Aqss Al-Haram Al-sharif
Moggue, that

"any act of destruction or profanation of the Holy Places, religicus buildings

and sites in Jerusalem or any encouragement of, or connivance at, any such act

may seriously endanger international peace and securlcy®. (resolution

271 (19639), para. 2)

The Ringdom of Morccco, which has the honour of acting as Chairman of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, wae obliged to place these new acts of
profenation before the Security Council in order that it aight carry out ite
ptimary respousibility for the maintenance of international peace and security
through the adoption of the measures called for by the seriousness of the situation.

There i{s no need to recall that the Organization of the Islamic Conferance
itself vas established at Rahat only a few days after that Security Council
decision in order to mchiliz. the entire - the Arab nation - in defence of the
Holy Places under illegal Israeli occupation, Bince that tiwe, the General
Assembly and the Security Couneil have constantly appealed to the occupation
authorities to respect tha rights of tha civilian population and, in particular,
their religious heliefs, rights guarantecd by the fourth Geneva Conventicn of

August 1949 rvelativs to the Protestion of Civilian Persenz in Time 6f Wor
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(Mr. Alaocui, Morocco)

Under the chairmanship of His Majesty King Hassan YI, the Al-Quds Committee,
formed by the Organization of the Islamic Coanference in May 1979, has also
undertsken incense diplomatic efforts to safeguard Jerusalem, that Arab city which
for osnturies hes besn the symbol of the coming together in harmony and tolerance
of the faithful of the three revealed monotheistic religions. In this connection,
His Najesty the Xing himself has undertaken a series of initistives and contarts
with His Holiness the Pope and many peace-loving Heads of State, during which he
drevw their attention to the isperative need to 80 everything to resist Israeli
faits accogplie intended to judaize the Holy City of Jerusalem. But we must not
forget that this question is but a manifestation - albeit the most serious and most
dangercus ~ of Israel's repressive policy in the Arsb territories occupled since
1967, ‘

Despite all those attempts to achieve a peaceful sattlement of the guestion of
Al-Quds respacting values recognized by the entire internationsl community, Iarael
thus £ar has displayed only arrogance and scorn, stepping up its illegal mecsures,
sven annexing the city of Al-Quis and declsring it its administrative capital.

2he Security Council has repeatediy confirmed, inter alia in its resolution
478 (1960) of 30 Juns 1980, that

21l legislative «nd adainistrative measures and actions taken by Israel, the

oocupying tower, which purport to alter the charscter and status of the Holy

City of Jerusalem have no legal validity”, (resolution 476 (19£80), para, 3)

Thus, the ricent events fall within the framework of the esczalation of
iilsgality enwd violence which is part of the Isreseli plan to judaize the occupied
tesritcries and to deny millions of Moglem and Christian faithful the .ight to
their Holy Places. The internatiomal community sust respond to these acts with
increased firmmessz in order to stem that eacalation and make the occupation

spthoritios respect wankind’e soat Sacred values.
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{Mr. Almoui, Morocco)

Israeli practices in the occupied Aradb territories are well Xnown in this
Crganization; they bave been examined in many official reporte and documents. We
take this opportunity to pay s tribute to the objectiva, dispasazionate work of the
Committee on the Exsrcise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,
under the chairmanship of His Excellency Asbassalor Massamba Sacre of fenegal.

The ministerial conferance of the countries members of the Orgarizatiocn of the
Islamic Conference, which met at Fez from 6 to 10 January last,

"dencunced the odiouc and treachercus act of aggression against the Al-Agsa

Al-Haram Al-Sharif Mosque pyrpetrated with the support and protaction of the
Israeli occupation authorities*

and varnad Israel

“against continuing these attacks, which could not fail to have the direst
consequences at & tiwe when the Islamic States are compelled to do their duty
by all means to put an end to them".

Por hie part, His Majesty King Hassan IY has again taken the initfacive and
has convenad an emergency meeting of the Al-Quds Committce at Marrakesh to consider
the situation and to take specific steps on behalf of the entire Moslem community.
That Committee i{s meeting today as this Council's discussion begins.

That shows the isportance of the Council's debate at thia crucial time and
reflecia the hopes pinned on this Council by thouzands of believers throughout the
world, Those hopas must not be disappointed. At stake is the credibility of our
Organization, uhich must now show ite commitment ¢o univecsality by demanding
proper respect for the Holy City of Jerusalem, the age~old cruoible of universal
eivilization, The Council and each of ite members must go beyond short-term

domestic of external political plans and eclemnly affizm the fundamental and
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(Mr. Alaoui, Morocco)
invinlable pi,immu govarning the rights of innocent civilisen populations,
defending f.bn against tecrorist practicos from any quarter, and respecting
raligious beliefs and the nesded tolerance among differing practices and beliefe.

That ix the msssage we are entitled to expact from this Council so that it may
mect its responsibilities under the Charter of the Orgenizatiocn. ¥irmness in the
condemnation of the acts of profanition and in the warning addressed to Isrsel will
be ihe surest w&y to strengthen the chances of » peaceful, cosprehensive setilemant
of the eutire Niddle Kast question that would respect the sacred and inalienable
national righta of the Palestiniin pecple.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Chiness): 1T thank the repressntative
of Morgeco for the king words he addresssd to me.
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Mr. AL-SHAALI (United Arab EBumirates) (interpretation from Acabic):
Mr. President, allow me at the outset to express to you and the other members of
the Council our thanks for your responss to the request to hold thase weetings.
That request, which was submitted by the Arab Group and the Stataw of the
Ocganization of the Islamic Confersnce, eéxpreases ths isportance attached by thess
States to the itam on the agenda, the consideration of Israeli violations of the
sanctity of the Haram al-Sharif in ocoupied 5.:0']1..- it also expresses two bazic
facts.

The first is that Israel still persists in its policies designed to Judaize
the city and to violate the sanctity of its Holy Places, despite the various
resolutions adopted by the Council calling upon Isrsel to desist from these
practices and also rejucting the Istaeli administrative and legislative measures
and decisions aimed at changing the legel character of Jerusslem,

The second fact is that the Council, which is entrusted with cafeguarding
international peace and security, has failed to implement {ts own resoluticns on
the subject. Therefore, it bas failed to curb Israsl and stop its practices
against tha civilian population and Holy Places. Our resort to the Council once
sgain was not vcluntarys we were constrained to 4o ‘5. We would not be hare today
had the Council discharged its task by implementing its resolutions and followed
clodely the develcopments and practices that infringe on them in letter and epirit.

During the psat t«o weeks the Iaraeli viclations of the sanctity of the Boly
Places were systematically repeated, as freported in the letters of the Permanent
Reoressntative of Jordan of 9 January 1986. the Permansnt Representative of the
Palestine Litsration Organization (PLO) of 10 January 1988, and the
Chargé d'affaireqd of the Jordanian Mission of 20 January 1986, Also, the nevws
agencles heve reportes more details about thess incidents. Despite the fact that

these violations are par: of a lung chain of Isrneli practicss againat the
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(Mr. Al-Shaali, United Arab Emirates)

Holy Places, be they Moslesm or Chriatian, Israsel has always taken refuge behind
extremists and madwen, as it has always claimed. However, tha picture has become
clearer this time, as these acts wers led by I'sruu officials - members of the
Knesset or the Government under the protection of the Israeli police.

On 8 January 1988 a number of members of the Interior Cosmisasion of the
Knesset - including Geula Cohen, who openly advocates the expulsion of Arabs from
Jerusalem and the West Bank - in an attempt to profans the Boly Place entered the
ianterior of Ai-Haram al-Sharif while the faithful were praying and performing their
religious rites. ibcn they wero confronted by the Mosiems, a large number of
Igrasli police stormed the interior of the Holy Place and attacked the worshippers
and acrested some of thea.

The nazt day - on 9 January 1986 ~ Ariel Sharon - the terrorist we all know as
the hero of Sabra and Shatila - the Israeli Minister of Industry and Trads, came (o
the Holy Place and entered protected by lsraeli police and walked there in an
atteapt to provoke the Hoslams and offend their sentiments and to incite Israeli
sxtresist elemants to follow suit., Hembers of two eutresmist political movements,
namely the followers of the Temple and Hathiya, entered the Al-Baram al-Shacif
chanting the Isrsell national anthem and attempted to hoist cthe Ysraeli £lag.
Bowever, the guards of Al-Haram al-Sharif stood firm egajnet that act of
profapnation. f%hat was followed by statesonts by a number of members of the Istaeii
Knescet, including Geula Cohen and Don Shalanki, Chaitman of the Interior Committes
of the Knesset, in which they expresasd their intention ¢o enter the Boly Place
onca sgain.

These acte - in light of the involvemsnt of the Isrseli officials, to which 1
referred, and their legislative and exacutive aspectsz - constitute a clear

viclacion of ths Pourth Geueva Convention, particularly smrticiesg 27 snd %8, which



JEH/gur SIW.:GCB
1

(Mr. Al-Shaali, United Arab Emirates)

call for respect by the occupying State, Isctael, for the performance by the pecple
under protection, the Palestinian Arubs, of their religicus beliefs.

We all know that Israel refuses to implement that Convention, despite
unanimous agreement on the necessity to do 80, and claims that it applies the Hague
Rules of 1907 to the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories. However, in its
violation of the sanctity of Al-Baran al-sSharif, Isvael clearly violates article 46
of the Bague Convantion, which provides for the following:

(spoke in English)
*Fanily honour and rights, the lives of persons, and private property, as

well as raligious convictions and practice wust ke respected”.

(continued in Arabio)

The above notwithstanding, this Lncident cannot be separated from the main
context of Israeli practices, Hance it can onhly be understood in the framawork of
Isra. 11 policy towards cccupied Arab territories in genersal, and Jerusaiem in
particular. This policy is aised at cbliterating the intellectual and cultural
landmarks of Jerusalem in an attempt to remove all material evidence of its Argh
character and islasic history and to give legitimacy to its own higtorical and
religious claim by evacuating the indigencus Arab population froa the city and
destroying their history in order to annex Jerusalem permanently to Israel.

A brief review of Iscsel's acts since its military occupation of the city in
1967 would show that the first step taken by Israel following its storming of the
city on 7 Jung 1967 was to take all necessary measures toO ensure permanent control
over it. This was declared by Moshe Dyan, tha then Israeli Minister of Doefence, in
front of the Wwailing Wall, when he said that they had reunified Jurucalem and

returnad to their aost sacred city from which they would never depart,
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(Mr. Al-Shaali, United Arab Emirates)
Eefore burying the dead that day, Israeli bulldozers started to pull down the
Magharba quarter, expalling its Arab population and demolishing their houses over
their heads if they refused to leave them. This was done under the instructions of
Etan Moshe, who was responcible for the evacuation and who said that the bulldozers
would persuade the Arabs to evacuate their homes. This is taken from Jeruzalem

Without Fences, a book written in Hebrew.

That was followed by the legislative, administrative and political annexation,
the liguidation of Arab institutions and the expulsion of Aradb inhabitants by all
means of harassment, such as exile, expropristion of land, establishment of Jewish
institutions, twositi:on of Israeli administration and law on the city, abrogation
of the Arab legal system, cancellation of the municipa_ity of Jerusalea, selzure of
Arab cowpanies and closing soms Arab co~-operatives and museums, such as the
Arcbasological Palestinian Museum and the museum bousing the Dead Sea Scrolls, as

well a2z other {sportant Moslem and Christian institutions.
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(Mr, Al-Shaali, United Arad
Emirates)

On 18 Way 1981, Rasrets veported that batwesn 1967 and 1980 the Xazaeli
authorities had demolished 548 houses owned by Arabs in West Jerusalem. Thit vas
in addition to the confiscation of thousands of hectares of Arab land and the
damtruction Of Arab quarters, such as tvwo Noglen Guarters - the Maghreb quarter and
the Al-Silsflsh Gate Guarter - as well as part of the Christian Assyrian quarter.
These gquarters had soms Moslem holy places, scores of housing units and more than
400 stoces and other buildings dating back to Mamelukan times.

Christian and Moslew hioly pleoes have also been cbjects of Iscaeli violations
and acts of oppression, starting with the occupation of the Arab patt of Jerusalem
in 1948. The culmination of those violations vas what hapiened to the Namillah
cametery in West Jerusalem, That cemetery, containing the resains of a large
nusber of followers of the Prophet Nohammad and the faithful, was turned into a
public park. In this connection, I wish to quote Mr, Julian Wilson, the Unitad

Sctates Consul Genetal in Jerusalem. He saidy

(spoke_in Engiish)

“Tas Moslems for their pacrt are conocerned at instances of desecration by
the Ieraelis of MNosles sites -~ notably the Mamillah cemetery in the New City,
@aocst of wvhich vas convertad into a public park a0me ysars ago, and the sosque
at Ain Karim west of Jerusalem, which was allowed to fall into a sad etate of
dlscepair ang was oftun used as a latrine by residents of the ares”.

That appeared in an article in the Middle Bast Jouzrnal, the 1969 winter issue,

volume 23, page 4.

Pollowing the annexation of Past Jerusalem after the June 1967 war, Moslem and
Christiar Aoly Places were the abjects of a new series ¢ © acte of aggression and
profanation. Among those I would refer particnlarly o the excavations behind the

Al-Aqea Hasfue; the repasted statements of corthodox Iarasli political leaders and



BCT/13b S/PV. 2643
22

(Mr. Al-Shaali, United Arab
Emirates)

others concerning the establishwent of a temple ineide the Haram Al-Sharif Hosqgues
the burning of the Al-Agua Koegues the fact that Israsli visitors were allowed to
go inaide Haram Al-Sharif without any Moslem control), for the purpose of harassing
the Moslem wocahipers; and the occupation by foroe of Moslem holy places and their
use as headquartecs for the Iacaell arwy.

There is a very loug list of those practices, and it is difficult to deal with
thea in detsail, T shall, bowevaer, deal briefly with an argument used by the
Iscaslis in the past, conoerning the Hcly Al-Burag, which the Jewish pecple call
the "Sailing Wall™ - an argument used by the Israslis in otder to occupy
Jerusales,

The place in question s a strictly Hoslem holy place. It belougs to the
Hosleas, That was catagctically proved by the international Commission which
favestigated this izuus {n 1930, af:er the bloody incidants of 1929. Those are
kinown by historians of the Palestine.question #8 the "incidents of the Holy
Al-Butag®, or "the incidents of the wailing Wall®. After considering all the
dcumsnts and evidence siubeitted bw Arabs and Jevws and the Mandatory Governaent,
the Commissios issued the following ruling:

(apoke in Baglish)

*Subsequent to the investigation it has made, the Cosmission herewith
declares that the ownarship of the Wall, as wvell ag th . possession of it and
these parts of ita surroundings that are here in gueation, accrues to the
Hoslens. The Wall itseif aw being an integral part of the Baram Al-Sharif
araes iz Memlem progmily. Fice whe inquiries gonducted by the Commission,
partly in the Sharis Court and partly thiough the hearing of witnesses'

evidenga, it has smerged that the Pavement in front of the Wall, where the

Jews perfora thelr devations, is alac HMaslem property”.
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That quotation 1s taken from the teport of the Commitsion appointed by His
Najesty's Government in the Unitsd Xingdom of Great Britain and Northern Xreland,
with the appcoval of the Council of the Lsague of Nations, to determine the rights
and claims of Moslems and Jews in connection with the Western or Wailing Wall at
Jerusalem. The report ie dated Decesber 1930.

(continued in Arabic)

No one can cast any doubts on the ruling of that international Comaission,
vhoke mesders included Sweden, Audtriz and the Netherlands. The Commission was
established by th. Council of the Isague of Hatione on 5 May 1930, The Commiseion
and its culing were recognized by the Jews, who appointed soname to represent them
in the nsis of the Chief Rabbl of Palestine, the World Association of rabbis, the
Jewish Religlous Council and the Agudath Iecael Organizatioa.

The international resction to these Israeli violations and practices has been
clear and decisive. But the will of the international community has been defied
and flouted and treated with diedain by Isrmel. Since 1967, the Security Council
has adopted nine resolutiocns calling upon Israel to abrogate all administrative and
iegislative measures designed ¢o change the character ot Jevusaleam., Indead, all
the resolutions on this queation adoptad by the Securizy Council and the General
AsGexbly between July 1967 and the preaent dasy indicate that the international
comuunity 8Ges not recognize that Israel has any sovereignty over Jerusalem and its
surrommdings. The international Organization has alao rejected and doncunced
16seel's clainm of sowareignty over Wes¢ Jerusalem, occupied by Israel in 1948,

This international consensus dates back to varjous international conventions and
treaties, including the Sykes~-Picot Agreement of 1916 and the pacrtition resolution
afopced by the General Assenbly in 1947, a3 well aa subsequent General Asgembly and

Saourity Council resclutions,
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What is taking place in Arab Jerusalea is & microcosa of what is taking place
in the rest of the occupied Arab territories. Iscael persists in its refusal to
inform the international Organization about what is taking place in the occupied
taccritories or £o permit the Committee on the Exarcise of the Inslienable Rights of
the Palestinian People to visit those territories and cbtain first-hand information
about the situation there. Those wiho visited Syrian Kuneitrs - and I wvas ssong
them - after the withérawal of ths Isrsell aray in 1973 were able to see for
theuselves the widfw of Israsli vengeance, the dastruction the Iscaelis left
behind. Even cemeteries &nd hosplitals were subjectsd to chelling and destruction.

It should nut be hard to isagine the tragedy being experienced by the
Palestinisn people under occupetion. They see taeir houses pulled down on their
Lheads, their iland usurped, their history and civilizaticn destroyed and
systematically liquidated. Anything that has a wrong basis is wrong. The
practices and violations in question are an inevitaole regult of the continuation
of occupation., And the coantcinuation of occupation is the result of the protsction

given to the Israsli régime Ly some msemsbers of the intscnational community.
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The delagation of the United Azab Emirates wtill expects the Council not to
cootent itself with denunciation and condemnation. It must take action to impose
the necessary contiols 8O as to prevent the recurrence of such acts of aggression,
Mt an end to the Israsli sggression wid recogniss the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, particularly ita right to self-determination, thus peeparing
the ground for a just and cospgrehansive peace in the region. "lbo alternative is
the continuation of violence, the escalation of tansion and the loss of more human
lives and propecty in the region.

The PRESIDENT (interpcetation from Chiness)s The naxt spaaker is the
tepcesentative of t‘uul. 1 invite him to take & place at the Council teble and to
make his statesent,

Mr. NETANYARS (Israsi):s Let me try, amid the passicos that some will
undoubtadly try to inflase Lere, as somg have slready tried, to inject a note of
Zealisn &nd balance ints thae discussion. We should start with the facts of the
incident that allogedly sparked it.

On 8 January this yesr s gioup of Knesdet sembers visitad the Tewple Hount.
The Teaple Mount is Gpen to the publics it is visiced each year by over 1 million
people of all religions, who enter all the hely shrines on the Mount.

That particular visic was & courtesy tour, co-ordinated in advancs with the
Minlatry of Religlour Affairs and the Noslewm reéligious sutharicies, the Waqf,
which, under Iscacli policy, adainistars the Hosles hcly places. 1 should stress

that it was not the first such visit. It was carrvied out as part of the norusl

responsible for legislation invoiving all the Hely Placws.
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During the couwrse of the visit the group arrived at Solomon's Stables, a site
with no religious eignificanoce, at the scuth~east corner of the Mount. It is oot
in any of the wosgues; it ies at the e¢dge of the south-vast corner of the platform
that forms the Temple Mount.

A photographer accowpanying the group wanted to take some photographs of the
Kneszet membecs. That served as a pretext for & prearrangsd incitement by & ssall
group of agitators. I stress that, not accidsntally, another photogzaphe:z,
rejxesenting the East Jerusalem Arab dafly, Al-Fajr, vas left unmolested and was
alloved freely to photographs the uafolding eventas the photographer of the Knesget
sasbers ~ a big hue md ctys the Arab photographer right next to him ~ nothing,

The sgitators began to shout: "The Jews are invading the Temple Mount®, “The
Jews are conjuering Al-Agqsa”, followed by ®"ltbakh al-Yahud!™ - which, for the
benefit of those who do not speak Arsbic, means "slaughter the Jews!", the
traditional incitement to snti-Semitic riots.

There vas a mob that quickly heeded those incitesants. It assesbled on the
scens, surrounded the Xnegset members, roughed them up and threatensd thea.

ged it ﬁot been for the intervantion - I stress, the¢ non~violent
intervention = of a handful of Iscaeli polioce, who acted with the utmost restraint,
I caanot say toat we would not have had a true 4isaster on our hands. Iuckily,
nothing happened. I eaphssise “nothing®. Mo one w8 hurts no earine was
dosecrated. What desecration? What aosque? No propesrty was damaged. 1In fact,
the only assault was on the lsraeli repregsentatives, and it anyone snoculd 10dge a
oonplaint, it i the Enesset mexbcrs,

Foliowing that incidant the Sheaker of the Enesset and the Mayor of Jerusalem
wet with the Mufti of Jerusalem to discuss the matter. They set a date for another
visit by the Enegaet mqiberd, and that atcond vieit took place on 14 Sanuary.

paspite the pricr co-mrdinstlon, there wers again attempts to discupt the visit,
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Since then, Gue to Israel's policy and the sctions of its law enforcement ageicies,
quist prevalils on the Temple Nount.

In other words, a handful of agitators attespted to transform a routine visit
into & wob scene. Is that sufficient resson, is it any reason, for conwening this
“urgent” meeting of the Security Council? Are we hece to discuss the incident on
ite own merits, or is there an ulterior motive?

If there is 8 broader motive, it certainly cannot be the maintansnce of
international peace and security, which is, of course, the raison 4'§tre of this
body. It cannot even be the safeguarding of Holy Sites, especially Koslem Poly
sites, because if chat ware the guiding concern thare would have been many tisas,
miny juscifiable times, to ocunvene the Council in earlier days.

Por example, uhen in 1979 the mosjue in Hecca was attacked by fanatics, and
some 250 pucple ware killed, the Council was not convened € condemn or even to
discuss Saudi Arsdia‘s failurs to prevent such a profanation, to use Qio language
of today's complaint, and such a bloadbath., Naither was it convened when
King Abdullain vas assassinated on the staeps of the Al-Aqoa Mosque on that very
Tesple Mount in 1953, Nor was it convaned in 1982 when the Syrian arwy poundasd
into rubble 35 mosques, sowe of them wer a thousand ysars old, at Hama. They vere
some Of the wost ancient and sacred moeguss in existence. For goold weasure, the
Syrians also destroyed the anciant churches of Hamn, and slaughtered 25,000 people
in the process.

What sbout the profanation, the real desecration, of Hoslem sites in those and
other instances? Since we 4id not hear a word of complaint in the Council in any
of those flagrant instances, we must look elsevhere for the real origins and

purpree of this meeting of the Counecil.
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Bvecyone knows that the main sgitator for the mesting was the FIO. Tha PO
has, of coucde, suffered many political and military setbacks recently. It is
vesked and dispeised, and after the "Achille Lawo” murder its duplicity has been
expossd for all the world to ses. Through this emercise it is attesmpting to regain
lost ground by trying to inflase religious intolezance and hatred., That is the
teal reason why it pushed for the meating,

Undoubtedly, soac spsakers will try, as some have alteady tried, to weave into
this already distorted agenda a further irrelevancy ~ & debate about the legal and
political statis of Jezukalsu, Let ms beiefly wtate our position on the matter
unsgu ivocalily: Jwiau'h-. wmited in ito entirety under the Israeli flag, is the
cxpital of Istrael. It has besn the capital of the Jewish people since the time of
David, It will rewsin s0 forever. But, as I understand it, that subject is not
ths csteasible perpose for which this Councii meeting was convened. After sll,
eveh those wio 40 oot teocognize our position - the position thet I have just
stated — agres that Israsl has overall cesponsibiiity for safeguarding religious

fresdon and religicus sitis irn Jerusalem, tegatdless of status.
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Now there are others who will allege that Iurxel has failed to fulfil these
obligations. This is a ramarkable allegation, It is remarkable for two reasons:
first, Israel's impeccable record ~ as far as the Hiddle Bast is concerned, its
unique record in this domain; and, second, the abysmal record of so many of our
accusers, a record that includes some of the most egregious violations of religious
fresdom anywhere.

Let me bDrisfly sum up Israel's record and its policles.

Jerusales today is an open city to all religions. Each religious denomination
is free to worship sccording to its own beliefs and to admininister its own Holy
Places. And since the rsunificacion of the city in 1967 these holy sites have been
rebuilt, rehabilitated, dsveloped and enriched. They enjoy a steadily increasing
strean of pilgriss and tourists. Last year, as I have mentioned, over a million
people came, including - and the members of the Council may not be aware of this -
200,000 pilgrims from Arab and Moslem countries, sany of which 4o not yet recognize
Israsl and in fact kave 1ined up to speak ageainst us. Thase pilgrims do not come
merely to pray and to worship in their own Holy Places, thougn of couree that is
the purpose of their visit. 1In the process they witness firsthand what is to aany
of tham -~ so familiar with the sorry vecord of religious intolerance slsevhere - an
astounding phenominons a holy city peaceful and prosparous in the aidet of a
region engulfed by religious hatred and fanaticism, a city in which the three
monotheistic religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, freely worehip unhindeced
and urmolested,

Jezusalen ~ and I ssy thie proudly as a Jerusalemite from the age of two
days - is a city where one can hesr at once the sound of the sliofer, the ringing of

church bells and the c&ll of the muezzin to prayer. This is not a vision of the

future, it is a desceription of the present. And thecs are not ay imsges or wouds,
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Thay have baen stated again and sgain by willions of tourists - we have had
uillions of tourista - and thousands of journalists who have witnessed this

unprecedanted harmouy.

I shall quote one as an example. Members can easily find many, wany wore,

pavid Shipler wrote this in The New York Tiwes Magazine:

"Unlike many of the city's conquerors through the ages, the present
rulers have refrained fiom glaughtering or banishing people of other
teligions. BHor bhave they repleced housex of worship with their own. ... Both
Jewish and Noslem Holy Places have flourished. Tha Moslams have raversed
ysars of neglect under the Jordarians by bringing in mouney from throughout the
Arab worid to clean and restore their most prominent shrines.®
I should like to extend & personal invitation to eazh of the members of the
Council to cose to Jerusalem and witness this reality at firsthand. It is a
reality that has not come about by accident. It is the delibearate result of
Taracl’s policy as enacted in its laws a4 fev days after the reunification of zhe
city, vhich hag been msnticned hare by one of the speakers. That law gmnheud
that "ths Holy Places shall be protected from desecration and any cther
violation®, It gusrantees “the freedom of acceis of the aenbers of the different
religions ¢o the places sscred to them”. It is inspired by the universal vision of
Isalan, who prophesied that Jerusalem shall be a house of prayer for all the
nations.

Israel is committed to ite policy of tolerance. Tolerance is not weakness.
And, as both Prime Kinister Peres and Vice-Premier Shamir have reiterated in the
last fev days, the existing arrangements on the Temple Mount, ansuring freedom of
access to all, will be upheld without any change.

This 1~ Isrsel's record. It {8 & record of unparelleled, unsurpassed respect

for all religions and for all fajthe,



RH/9 8/VV.2643
33

{Mr. Netanyshu, Israsl)

Now what about our accusers’ records? What about Jordan, which issued several
of the letters that preceded this discussion - Jordan, which controllied the holy
sites before Tsrael united Jerusalem in 1967? Did Jordan allow frec access to the
holy sftes to all religions? Did it ensure the upkesping of these religious
shrines? It di8 nothing of the kind. Jordan curbed the access of Christians to
their holiest shrines. It banned Jewish access altojether. If in the course of
this debate it becomes necessary, I shall elaborsts in great detail Jordan's record
in this domain. It ia well documented. But at this time X shall limit myself to
this po! ut access &nd to this brief discussion of Jordan's record, though not
because ‘her examples - I could, for exampls, spaak about Saudi Arabla‘a
teligious to.. e, or perhaps Libya's, or Syria‘s, or Iran's. Again, in the
course of this debate I shall be happy %o do so if it becomes necessar;. 1 have
not focused on Jordan or mentioned it because it is the worst offaeider in the Arab
world, T assure the Council it is not. I have done so because Jordan's record
during its occupation of Jerusalem until 1967 provides the simplest and shatpeat
eoﬁtnut to Israsl's ¢xemplary gecord - & record of free access and religious
freedom for everyone since then,

Let me sum up. The #lleged anti~Islamic incident never happenad. What &id
happen was an actempt to incite anti-Jewigh hatred. T7hat attespt has now been
transferred by some to this chaxber, That 1is why there i2 no plsce for this
debate. But this tise it is not only because the prestige of the Security Council
should not be further dfiluted; it is bevause Jerusalem, the city of pesce, deserves
batter,

The PPESIGENT (intarpretation from Chinssa): The next speaker is the
representative of S5suldd Arabia., I invite him to tske & place at the Cauncil table

and t0 i-"ke hiw statemant.
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Mr. SHIHABY (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation from Arabic): God the
Almighty addresssd His Messenger Wohaxsed, Peace be ugpon him, and therein called
upon him in the Holy Koran:
"Glory to God who did take Lis Servant for & Journey by night from the

Sacred Mosque to the Al-Aqsa Mosgue Whose Precincts We did Bless". (Sura XVIX,

verse 1)

Al-Quds comprises the Al-Agsa Mosque. The Al-Agsa Musque, whose precincts
wvere blessed by God, is the Pirst Kibla direction which God instructed Moslems to
face in their prayers. FPor the prophets journeying to it, God revealed a full Sura
in the Holy Koran, the Sura of Al-Isca, with which 1,000 million Moslems live svery
single day from sunrise to sunset and have lived for over 1,400 years,

Al-Aqsa Mosque, for which the hearts of one billion Moslems yearn, is now
being aubjected to Zionist attempts and threats to desscrate it and violate its
sanctity and sanctuary. We krow, and the Council knows, that there are criminal
2ionist designs to destroy it. The Zionist criminals are moving step by step to

achieve their design, thinking that by so 4ividing the crime into atsges they can
reach the final stage with the least possible dasage.
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The picture is clear despite ths media black-out on what is now taking place
at Al-Quds. Zionism has sscalatad its campaign of aggression sgainst the Al-Aqea
Kosque. Israell soldiers have encroached upon its sanctuary. They have
established positions at the mosque, and Zionist individuals, including Rneszet
asmbers and J: vizh rabbis protected by 3ionist soldiers, have entered it to perform
religicus and non-religious practices, thus defying its Islamic nature and
violating its sanctity - & ssnctity we the 1,000 million Arabs honour. They are
committing all this wﬂ;: the protection of the guns of the Zionist authority,
which initisted the conspiracy and is carrying out its stage~by-stage development.
They are confronted today by the unarmed Arab and Koslem populstion in Paiestine,
which is facing thelr fire unprotectad.

We nust uoogl:lu the gravity of what is taking place and the gravity of the
results. It {8 clear that the Zionist extremists are accelerating the execution of
the crime under the protection of the 2ionist authority and that they will not halt
their attempts. The Al )ghty says in the Holy Korant

_"Truly it is not their eyes that are blind, but their hearts which are in

their breasto." (Sura XRX1II, verse 46)

They undoubtedly 4o not see tha consequences of the crime they are
perpetrating. Wevertheless, it is the duty of the Council to take a firm starnd in
keeping with its internstional responsibilitcies. Bach and every one of us in the
United Nations must now take a firm stand towards this sitvation which ie fraught
with danger - s skand in complisnce with our international comaitment and vital
international interests, which are threatensd by Zionisam and its atteapt £o0 zat the
region on fire through its sggression against the A)-Agas Mosque.

Porty years ago the Zlonisets invaded Palostine and usurped it from itg Arsb
population undar the nolenialist umhrella, They ook Ffurther advantage of

aspportunities softable for quick milivary serikes that enabled them to contrnl zhe
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rest of Palestine. Over the past four decades they have turned the region into a
war zove asd & battlefield. And despite all efforte for peace and the Arab
proposal for a just settlesent, in which the Arabs made great sacrifices, no
sarious and convincing signs have emsrged from the Tionist side that it genuinely
vishes pesce. Now we are receiving alarming news and inforwation that the
obsession of the Zionist sggression against the Al-Agsa Kosque has entered a ,
dangerous stage. This is one of the most serious challenges to any peice attempt.

We zust draw attention here to the fact that & violation of the sentiments of
the Noslems of the worid and thair spicitual and religicus commitments would create
a situation impoasible to foresee. But, knowing the situation am we do, we can
affirm that aggression against thc Al-Agea Mosgue would reach every household in
the Iclamic world and shake it, talling like iighining on one billion Koslens and
exhausting their patience.

I cannot envisage or dcaw a scenario now of the reaction of every Moslem if
the Ziocnists inflicted damage upon the Al-Agea Kosque or taazpered maliciously witch
its hold on the religicus 1life and valuses of Moslems. Then it would ba Iarael and
its friends, and even those who are negligent in deterring lursel, who would
shoulder the responsibility befote God and the psople for a crime that is one of
the uglisst in history agsinst Islam snd Moslens. |

Wo ses 1t &8 ocur duty to give this word of caution and advice by Acawing
atcention to the consequences, This ig not addresssd to Zionisam, whoss blindneza
to reality doss not allow it to underotand caution or recognize sdvice, but to the
other States that recognize their tesponsibilities. especially the friends of
Israsl, 1If they do not recognize the gravity of vhat the Zionim:s are now doing in
Al-Quds, and if they do not deter Israsl from comsitting these actions, then its

crime will take them by surprise. TIf they do not dster Israel from its
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transgression, ignorance and crimes in Al-Quds and in the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and if it
pecsiste in perpetrating its crime, then they will be astounded by the wrath of
hundreds of milllons of Hoslems calling “Allsh-Akbar - God is Great. The Zionists
have violated the Al-Aqea Mosque®. This is a call that would stop at no frontier
or barrier and could not be restrained by tanks, alrplanes or ocean linecs.

The news black-out by the media in some countries on what is going on fn
Palestine, especially in Al-Quds, and on what is being committed today in the
sanctuary of the u-mi Mosgue in particular, will not changs the reality of the
satter, nor will the consequences of this crime be changsd by atteupts to ignore
vhat is happening.

In the aggression sgainst the Al-Aqsa Moeque, all the manfifestations of the
tonist crimes are being demunstrated. Thyy are unacceptable under any norm and
are rejected by all standards; they have violated morel, legal and huaanitarian
values, beginning with the Tionist invasion of Palestine, the homeland of the
Palestinian Arab pecple, and nov being crystallized in their actione against the
Al-Agsa Moxque. Racist Zionism does not respact religion, wmorvality, law or
conventions. At members’ disposal in the United Nations are documents citing all
the evidsice in this regard. It is a disease that afflicts Pslestine and that
Causes Al-Quds to suffer from its pains. There in Al-Khalil it was yesterday, as
it is still today, violating the Ibrahim Motquoj and now it is raising its ainful
hand egainet the Al-Ages Mosque. 1 hope rembers recognize the dangetcus omens this
chsllenge and agaression poses st present and in the future - at present in
Palestine; and in the future for the peace and security of the region. Is there
anything more dangerous to peszce and gecurity in the region than the prastices of
the racist Zionista membors are witnesaing? They do not respect ths national,

religicua, higtoviesl, culewral or sconomic righte of anyone in the reqion,
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following uﬁbﬂlthﬂr successtul exploiting of transitional events in the history of
the tegion and pouncing on it in exceptional, non~recurrent circumstances in ordes
to stesl the homeland Of a people and attempt to rid it of its owners - materially,

humanly, religiously and aptritmlly.
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The time is ripe for all of us to recognize, as time {s starting to pass us
by, that Al-Quds is not ot the international political auction block and that
Palostine has never been in the world's political suction market despite all the
crines committed against it. The rights of Moelems and Arobs to Al-Quds, as well
as their dudication to the satety of the Al-Agsa Mosgue, are etsrnal rights on
whose rock all manoeuvries and suctions vanish,

Many resolutions have been adopted by the General Assesbly, this Council and
other international bodiol disazproving lsrael's pclicies in Al-Quds: from
condemnstion of its invasion and occupation, including rejection of any changes to
its status and structure, to demands that its sanctity not be viclated and the
prohibition of any theft of its cultural appurtenances. Yet Isrsel has not
relented: unfortunately, it fajils to see that some Lava the requisite sericusneass
to face the situation as it is, not in terms of local or international "auctiona”.

We in the Kiagdom of Saudi Arabla are committed not only to the full rights of
the Palestinian people, but to the Arab character of Al-{Juds and the sanctity of
Al-Aqsa Mosque, the first of the two Xiblas and the third holies: shrine in Islam.
We ssk members here, as countries responsible for peace and security on behalf of
the Council, to recognize and deal with the 3eriocusness of what the Zionists are
doing - Al-Quds and the Al-Agss Mosque and resolutely to adopt a firs resolution
&0 that the zionists will not misunderstand your patierce ard ignore the
resolution; indecisiveness will not serve the Council's purpose.

Wae know, as membars of the Counc know, the extent of the bassless Zionist
clajms regarding Al—Quds and the Al-Aqsa Mosque. We reiterate what everyone here

kriowa; ther Moslems everywhers in the world are committsd to the Arab charmcter of

A1-Quds, the prorection of the Al-Adna Mosdue and the preservsclon of lvw sanctity,
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1 sincerely hope that none of us will act here to cover up a crime obvious to
eVeryone, an act of aggression that nee«ds no proof, and a grave act whose effects
can be minimized ouly by taking every measure to preveat it. Any attempt to thwart
this Council's efforts to take a firm and decisive stand will only encourage the
Ilonist terrorists in Palestine to pursue thei: designe. Indeed, it would
constitute before God, history and mankind collusion in the responsibility for not
deterring them.

This Counc | will be considering a Adraft resolution that is the minimum
varranted by the battle waged by the Zioniets agasinst the Islamic world in Al-Quds
and the Al-Agsa Mosque. Though less cosprshensive than the wrath of Islam towards
the crimes of the racist Zionists committed against the Al-Aqsa Mosque and Al-Quds,
it will still, if it deters Israsl, have sscured safer conditions than would
othervise have emerged from s situation created by the Zionists' far-reaching
designs on the Islamic and Arab world. Members here should not underestimate what
is taking place. The media blackout in some countrius on what is occurring cannot,
in view of the Councii's graat reeponsibility, justify any delay in adopting a firm
stand.

Councii weabsrs bear hasvy responsibility, both as representatives and as
States, for what ie happening. The way they address this matter will surely
influence the Izlamic world's resction. I hope they will waste no time in adopting
a firs resolution on this grave situstion which members share the burden of
sddéreszing from ons of the loftiest platforxs of internatiocnal responsibility.

A while ago, we heard a statewent by the Igracli represartative in which ha
referred to some Arab States, including the Kingdom of Saudi krabia, Y shall not

antar {nts a dehate with him an this matter, since none of his attacks on othurs
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‘can alter the truth of what is taking place in Al-Quds, Al-Quds {s in jeopardy, as

is the Al-Agea Mosgue. Theuse are facts that u.'-ult sddress and he should not

attack others.
The PRESIDENT (intetpretation from Chinese): In view of ﬂ‘ﬂb lateness of '
the hour I intend ta adjourn the meeting now.
The next meeting, to continue consideration of this item, will be beld at

4 o'clook today.

The weeting rose si 12,30 p.m.




