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2529th MEETING

Held in New York on Wednesday, 4 April 1984, at 3.30 p.m.

President: Mr. Vladimir A. KRAVETS
(Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic).

Present: The representatives of the following States:
China, Egypt, France, India, Malta, Netherlands,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northernireland, United

States of America, Upper Volta, Zimbabwe.
Provxsnonal agenda (S/Agenda/2529)
1. ‘_Adoptxon of the agenda

2. Letter dated 29 March 1984 from the Permanent
Representative of Nicaragua tothe-United Nations

addressed to the Presxdent of the Securlty Councxl‘

S/ 16449)
" The meeting was called to order ar4.40 p.n.
Adoptwn of the agenda
The agenda was adopted
Letter dated 29 March 1984 from the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Nicaragua to the United Nations addressed

to the President of the Security Council (S/16449)

1. The PRESIDENT [interpretation from Russian):
In accordance with- the decisions taken at pre-

vious meetings on this item [2525th, 2527th and

2528th meetings], 1 invite the representatives of: Al-
geria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, the German Democratic Republic,
Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, the Lao People’s Demo-
cratic Republic, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico,
the Seychelles, the Syrian ArabRepublic and Viet Nam

to take the places reserved for them at the side of the

Council chamber

At the mwtatton of the President, -Mr. Sahnoun
Kovacic

(Algeria), Mr. Roa Kouri (Cuba), Mr.
(Czechoslovakia), Mr. AI-Alfi (Democratic Yemen),
Mr. Romero Sanchez (El Salvador), Mr. Ibrahim
(Ethiopia), Mr. Ott (German Democratic Republic),
Mr. Sinclair (Guyana), Mr. Flores Bermiidez (Hondu-
ras), Mr. Rdcz (Hungary), Mr. Kittikhoun (Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic), Mr. Burwin (Libyan Arab
“Jamahiriya), Mr. Marin Bosch (Mexico), Ms. Gon-
thier (Seychelles), Mr. El-Fattal (Syrian Arab Repub-
licy-and Mr. Le Kim Chung (Viet Nam) took the places
reserved for them at the side of the Council chamber.

2. The PRESIDENT [interpretation from Russian):

I should like to inform members of the Council that

I have received letters from the representatives of

- Afghanistan, Costa Rica, Guatemala and Yugoslavia

in 'which they request to be invited to participate in
the discussion of the item on the Council’s agenda. In
accordance with the usual practice I propose, with the
consent of the Council, to invite those representatives
to participate in the discussion without the right to vote,

- in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Char-

ter and rule 37 of the provisional rules of procedure.

- At the invitation of the President, Mr. Zarif (Afghan-
istan),” Mr. Zumbado Jiménez (Costa Rica), Mr. Fa-
Jjardo-Maldonado (Guatemala) and Mr. Golob (Yugo-
slavia) took the places reserved for them at the s1a’e of
the Council chamber.

-3, The PRESIDENT linterpretation from Russum]

The Security Council will now resume its consxderatlon
of the item on its agenda.

4. Mr. CHAMORRO MORA (Nicaragua) [interpreta-
tion from Spanish]: With reference to the draft resolu-

. tion in document S/16463, submitted by my delegation,

I wish to inform the Council that some minor changes
have been handed in to the Secretariat for later distribu-
tion to members of the Council. Nicaragua thus hopes
that members will be able to vote on the draft once the
debate has concluded

5. "Mr. van der STOEL (Netherlands): First, I should
like to express to you, Sir, my congratulatlons on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council
for the month of April.-Next, 1 should like to pay a
tribute to your predecessor for the excellent way in
which he conducted this Council’s affairs during the
month of March. We remember with particular grati-
tude the skill and impartiality displayed by Mr. Arias
Stella during the very busy and sometimes difficult
meetings 'which marked the end of his tenure.

6. Once again the Security Council is asked to con-
sider the crisis in Central America, a crisis which is
closely related to the processes of change in which the
countries of the region are immersed. The endemic
social inequalities, injustice and economic underdevel-

- opment are at the root of the present crisis, which is no

doubt aggravated by outside interference.

7. The Security Council, in its resolution 530 (1983) of
May 1983, and the General Assembly, in its resolution
38/10, unanimously endorsed the efforts of the four



Latin American countries constituting the Contadora
Group, which have taken the lead in the search for
peace in Central America. Indeed, the regional frame-
work of Contadora would seem to be the most appro-
priate and promising approach to a settlement of the

disputes in the area, and we are glad to note that since =

its establishment the Contadora Group has made con-
srderable progress.

8. When the Group met wrth the five Central Amer-
ican republics in Panama in September 1983, a Docu-
ment of Objectives [S/16041, annex] was adopted which
not only clearly established the principles to be
observed in order to reduce the conflicts: and create
peaceful conditions in the area, but also set out a num-
ber of political and economic objectives for the Centrat
American States. By accepting that Document, all Cen-
tral American States agreed that the use. of overt and

covert force or the threat of force must be discontinued.

and that the traffic in arms must stop. Furthermore,
various measures to reduce the militarization. of the
area were considered, and all the participants in that
meeting committed themselves to respect for thie pro-
motion of human rights as well as to the adoption of
measures conducive to the establishment of fully demo-
cratic, representative and pluralistic systems of govern-
ment. Finally, the document stressed the intention of
the signatories to take economic and social measures
with the aim of promoting the well-being of the peoples

in the area and arriving at a more equrtable distribution

of wealth

9, We have been informed that negotiations are going
on with the objective of working out formal agreements
between the Central American countries based on the
goals contained in the Document of QObjectives. We
hope that those negotiations will lead to the desired
concrete results as soon as possible.

10. At the present time, however, acts of violence
against countries of the region continue, in spite of the
efforts of the Contadora Group and the unanimous
support of these efforts by the Security: Council and the
General Assembly. Almost daily we learn from official
Council documents of complaints by Nicaragua and its
neighbours about violations of their sovereignty, inde-
pendence and territorial integrity. We also continue to
receive reports concerning gross. violations of human
rights in the area, as well as of attacks on public works,
energy storage facilities and other:targets, which have
resulted occasionally in the loss of human life and a
reduction in economic productior.

11. Anewdevelopment in this spiral of violence is the

mining of Nicaraguan harbours, which has grave impli-

cations for the right of free navigation. On 1 March a

Dutch dredging vessel, the Geopotes VI, was seriously

damaged by an-explosion while in the port of Corinto,
ausrng mjury to four people aboard

12 It is our f rm eonvrctron that peace and security

canreturnto the region of Central Americaonly if these

and other vrolatrons of international law come toanend
and if the principles formulated by the Contadora
Group are fully respected by all concemed

13.  As members of the Council we shoutd do all we
can to assist the Contadora countries in their efforts to
work out a peaceful solution to the conflict in Central
America. Least of all should we make life more difficult
for the members of the Group. Therefore, we appeal to
all States to respect the stated objectives worked out by
the Contadora Group and to uphold scrupulously the
principles of non-intervention, sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. The republics of Central America
should be given the opportunity to solve their own not
inconsiderable problems, free from outside interven-
tion and with due respect for their right of self-deter-
mination, so as to enable the peoples of those countries
to develop their societies in peace.

14. The PRESIDENT {interpretation from Russian}:
The next speaker is the representative of Viet Nam.
Iinvite him to take a place at the Council table and to
make his statement.

15. Mr. LE KIM CHUNG (Vret Nam): Allow me at
the outset, Mr. President, to join other representatives
in congratulating you on your assumption of the stew-
ardship of the Council for this month, even though you
have said you would prefer fulfilling your duties to
receiving words of praise. We fully believe that you will
give us the benefits.of your sense of responsibility, your
skills and experience, and that you will guide the Coun-
cil’s work to success. We would also like to thank your
predecessor, Mr. Javier Arias Stella of Peru, for the
manner in: which he guided the work of the Council
during the month of March. Finally, we would thank all
the other members of the Council for giving us this
opportunity to take part in the discussion.

16. Inthelastfew weeks Central America hasbecome.
the focal point of world-wide attention. The situation in
that already troubled region has been aggravated by the
continued military activities directed by the United

States against Nicaragua. These acts, reports of which

abound in-daily newspapers here in the United States,

have actually taken their heavy toll: properties have

been destroyed, human lives lost and international’
navigation endangered. We have {listened attentively

to other speakers and especially to the statement of

Mr. Javier Chamorro Mora before the Council last Fri-

day [2525th meeting], in which he unrolled before us,

with full, solid and undeniable facts, all these covert

and overt acts by the United States against his country

—acts that, he stressed marked a new phase of the

aggression.

17. Within only a few months Nicaragua has had to

lodge several protests against the United States-before

the Council. Unlike the representativeof the host coun-

try with her lengthy preaching on the regional situation,

which obviously reflects the conclusions of the United

States bipartisan commission on Central America, we



share the true concern of the Government and people of
Nicaragua, a small people whose only preoccupation is
to rebuild its ravaged country and whose sovereignty
. and independence are endangered by the policies of
intervention and aggression of a big Power which hap-
pens to be a permanent member of the Security Coun-
cil—apeople that has every right to come to this forum
for justice and to ask its friends, as well as other peace-
loving peoples, for help.

18. Letus linger for a while to draw an analogy, in the
most. pregnant sense of the word, between what is
happening in Nicaragua and what happened in Viet
Nam. The United States directly participated in the
Viet Nam war; it used almost all kinds of weapotis
except the nuclear one. It also mined Haiphong, the
most important port in North Viet Nam, thus starting
the blockade against our country. The mining and the
blockade were followed by the B-52 bombers’ carpet-
bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong for seven days and
nights in late December 1972, killing many innocent
Vietnamese children and adults—ironically, at a time
when representatives were sitting -around. this table
wishing one another Merry Christmas.

19. But the United States ended up with a Dien Bien
Phu'in the air, and with this it had.to admit defeat and
stated that there would be rio second Viet Nam. Now it
seems to have forgotteniits bitter experience. The with-
drawal from Lebanon serves as another lesson to the
United States, but what is happenmg in Nxcaragua and
in Central American shows that itis setting out again on
- the same old track. ,

20. The mmmg of Nlcaraguan ports, as Mr. Chamorro
Mora put it, is a turning point in the United States
method of waging ‘‘covert war’’ against Nicaragua. Itis
obviously a new step taken by the United States impe-
rialists in their military escalation, in.an attempt to-wage
alarge-scale war of aggression against Nicaragua and to
oppose the national liberation movements in El Sal-

vador and elsewhere in Central America and the Carib-

bean area, thus seriously jeopardizing peace and sta-
bility in the region. But the United States should be
reminded that its dream of dominating other peoples, of
invading other countries Grenada-style, should not and
never can be realized. The aggressor cannot get away
clean-handed. The people and Government. of Nicara-
gua have stated in the clearest terms their determina-
tion to defend. their beloved country. :

21. . Tensionin the world is growing today owing to the
policies of war pursued by the United States. The de-
ployment of United States nuclear missiles in. western
Europe, which will turn that part of the world into a
mass graveyard in.the event of a nucléar war, is coupled
with the worsening situation.in many, other parts of the
world-~the Middle East, north-east Asia, the Gulf and
Africa—thus threatening the sovereignty and indepen-
dence of many countries and endangering peace and
security in the world.

22.  Last week, the Council met to discuss a situation

-concerning the threat of -aggression by the United

States against Libya, a small non-aligned country, and
now it is discussing a complaint by Nicaragua, another
small non-aligned country., We can easily see who
should be held responsible for all these developments.-
Also, we are right to ask whether in fact the United
States is seeking confrontation with the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, just as it has so far challenged
the third world in its legitimate demand for a new inter-
national economic order. We do not have to seek far for
the answer. :

23. The people and Government of the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam, faithful to their friends, stand -
firm behind the Nicaraguan people and the Government
of National Reconstruction, as well as behind the peo-
ple of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and all other peoples
fighting for their national independence. The acts by
the United States against Nicaragua directly threaten
the sovereignty and independence of that country and
hamper the earnest efforts of the Contadora Group to
ease tension and work out a political solution to the
problems of the region. Animmediate end should be put
to the United States acts of aggressnon agamst Nic-
aragua.

24.  We sincerely urge the Council to actfirmly and to
adopt the draft: resolution before it. It is time, we be-
lieve, for this body to take effective measures to show
that it is really living up to its responsibility in confor-
mity with the Charter, that is, to preserve peace and
security in the world and to safeguard peoples from
threats or acts of aggression and intimidation.

25. Inconclusion, we should like to quote part of the
statement issued on 22 March 1984 by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Viet Narn,
Wthh reads as follows:

- “The people and the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam strongly condemn the new
steps of military escalation and the threat of aggres-
sion by the United States imperialists and resolutely
demand that the United States stop at once all plots
and acts of aggression against Nicaragua and other
countries in the region, withdraw immediately. its

_troops  and war matériel from Central America
.and respond seriously to the legitimate demands’
expressed in the recent four-point proposal of the
Nicaraguan Government, as well as to the efforts of
the Contadora Group for a political solution to the
conflicts in Central America.

: “The people and the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam once again reaffirm their
unshakeable militant solidarity with the fraternal
Nicaraguan people in their national defence and con-
struction, fully support the 13 March 1984 appeal of .
the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruc-
tion of Nicaragua and firmly believe that the heroic
- Nicaraguan people, under the leadership of the San-



_ dinist National Liberation Front and the Government
_of National Reconstruction, will foil all hostile acts of

the United States imperialists and their henchmen

and successfully defend their beloved homeland and
_ their revolutionary gains, thereby actively contrib-

uting to the cause of peace and stability in Latin
“America and other parts of the world.”

26. The PRESIDENT [interpretation from Russian):
The next speaker is the representative of Costa Rica.

Tinvite him to take a place at the Councnl table and to

make his statement.

27. Mr. ZUMBADO JIMENEZ (Costa Rxca) linter-
pretation from Spanish]: 1 wish to congratulate you,
Sir, on your assumption of the presidency of the Secu-
rity Council for the month of April. Your experience
and ablhty will guarantee the successful outcome of the
Councrl’s dlfﬁcult work

28. Today as in the past, Costa Rica is an exception

to the continual crises in the Central American isth-
mus. Through fratricidal warfare and internal turmoil
—a tragic mark of our region—we learned to exist and
coexist in peace.-Hence, in his historic act of 17 No-
vember 1983, the President of the Republic, Luis
Alberto Monge, proclaimed the permanent, active and
unarmed neutrality of Costa Rica. When he spoke of the
history of our people, he extolled the milestones of our
republican, democratic existence, which have come
gradually to shape and ultimately to affirin the national
identity of Costa Rica. He discussed the guidelines
which throughout my country’s history have governed
its relations with all the peoples of the world, and par-
ticularly with our brothers in Central America.

29. It is in nationhood itself that the Presrdent finds
_the origin and strength of the neutralrty he has pro-
claimed. Recalling stern visionaries, he is forging his-
tory and demonstrating to the people his exemplary
decision-making abllmes and leadership: -~ -

30. * A country teacher who became head of State of
Costa Rica; Juan Mora Fernandez, in a message to the
Natlonal Congress i in 1829 said:

*“While all of the Central American Republrc seems
to be divided and in tears, covered with blood and
ashes and consumed with desparr while all of Central
America suffers the ravages, ruin and desolation
caused by the consuming fires of passion, discord
~and civil war in other States, you will be pleased to
" note that Costa Rica is a masterpiece in miniature

—an idyllic country illuminated by the glowing aura

of peace, for its political horizon, thanksto aGovern-
ment based on Costa Rican virtues, morality and
common. sense, has remained free-and clear of the

' ominous clouds, storms. ‘and squalls which have
swept over other, less fortunate countries, even
though we have sought their salvation in all earnest,
and, despite our small srze made every effort to help
alleviate their agony.’ '

31. Thirty-four years later another masterful leader
who served as President of the Republic, Jesus Jlmé-
nez, declared the followmg to the Congress:

‘*Unfortunately, other nations in Central America
are involved in a struggle which the Government of
Costa Rica has not been able to avoid through a
peaceful settlement. ... Costa Rica will maintain its
neutrality, but it will always remain ready to use its
influence for peace in Central Amenca

32. Acentury ago, another Presrdent of the Repubhc,
Bernardo Soto, said:

" ““To those for whom the lessons of history are not
dead letters, the Government over which I presided
felt that the greatest threat to peace and harmony

-among peoples lay in the tendency of some-—unfor-

~ tunately, not uncommon in America—to meddle in
the internal affairs of others. In kcepmg with this
belief, it always refrained from getting involved in
anything not strlctly relevant to its own interests,
except when it came to acting as mediator to re-
establish harmony, if it felt that to do so would not
be a waste of time and effort. This approach is
not derived from self-interest, for that is not the
proper designation for respect for the Governments
and institutions of other countries. It flows from the
character of the Costa Rican people, enemy of com-
plications and not given to reckless adventures; it
derives from the spirit with which I wished to imbue
the Government, concerning myself largely with.
achieving what was good within the proper purview
of my activities and not with gaining sway and
.influence abroad; ﬁnally, it flows from my conviction
that he who meddles in the affairs of his neighbours
exposes h1s own country to endless drfﬁcultles and
disasters.”’ :

33. Inrecalling our history as an anti-militaristic and -
pro-democratic Republic, President Monge said:

**José Figueres, a farmer who organized the people
in order to restore democratic institutions, some -
forty years ago wrote a glorious page in the constant
progress of man down the noble path of civilization.
In an unparalleled act in history, the victorious gen-
eral disbanded his army, uttering the following beau-
tiful exhortation: ‘We resolutely maintain the ideal of
an American world. To this homeland of Washing-
ton, Lincoln, Bolivar and Marti we wish to say
today: **O America! Other peoples and your own
sons too offer you their greatness. Tiny Costa Rica
wishes to offer you now and foreverits heart and its
love for anti- mrhtansm, democracy and mstrtuttonal
hfe””’ ot , S

34. My country offersits contrrbuuon to.the quest for
peace and harmony in Central America and. pcace
throughout the world. The declaration of  neutrality
within the regronal context must be construed as a
s1gmﬁcant soverelgn declaration of expllcit and final



renunciation of military solutions to the problems
which are disturbing and destroying Central America; it
is the culmination of the electoral promise made by
President Monge during the successful campaign that
brought him to the presidency. In defining neutrality as
the backbone of his foreign policy, he has met the
historic tradition and aspirations of’ the Costa Rican
people.

35. Inthesorttimesince thatdeclaration, the Goverfi-
ment has clearly shown in its actions that it is com-
mitted to its purpose. Costa Rica is not taking part in
any kind of military manoeuvres in Central America.
Costa Ricais notrepresented in meetings of the military
within or outside the region. It does not send any mem-
ber of its civilian police force to receive military training
incentres recently setupin Central American territory.
The forces responsible for security in Costa Rica have
got carried out any attacks—nor will they do so—that
might jeopardize the sovereignty and security of our
country and those of neighbouring countries. The
impact on the international community of the declara-
tion of neutrality and the recognition. of my country’s
efforts for peace are reflected in the following ways.

36. The President of France, Frangois Mitterrand,
wrote to President Monge: as: follows:

““You have solemnly declared Costa Rica’s neu:
trality. Itis of theutmostimportarce that, despite the
economic crisis and the unrest in Central:Anierica,
Costa Rica has managed to maintain its democratic
institutions and today wishes publicly to proclainrits
independence and its freedom of choice. This is an
esseritial contribution tothe cause of democracy and
of peace, which France cannot but welcome, since
the chainof violence makes the search for negotiated
solutions sought by the peoples.of the region increas-
ingly difficult.”

37. ThePresidentof the Govemment of Spain, Felipe
Gonzilez, said:

*“The Spanish Government fully supports the-dec-
laration of neutrality made by the Government of
Costa Ricg, convinced as it is that such a decision,
which is dimed at the maintenanice of peace in ifiter-
national relationis, will sérve to enhance under-
standing among peoples and Governments and to
allev1ate existing tension in the Central American

" region.”’

38. The Socialist International, meetmg at Brussels,
adopted a resolunon which. says: :

*“The Socialist International supports the declara-
tion of neutrality made by the President of Costa
Rica, Comrade Luis Alberto Monge. The Socialist
International calls for recognition by all countries of
the world of this declaration of neutrality by a coun-
try withoutan army, a country whichis struggling for
its development in-peace, freedom, democracy and

respect for human rights and which with courage,
effort and imagination is remaining outside conflicts
affecting the Central American and Caribbean re-
gion. In a highly troubled region, Costa Rica is a
shining example as a country which channels military
expenditures towards education, culture, health and
social well-being, towards peace as an integral
development of man: principles the Socialist Inter-
national holds in high esteem.”

39. Presidents Rail Alfonsin of Argentina, Jaime
Lusinchi of Venezucla, Hernédn Siles Suazo of Bolivia,
Belisario Betancur of Colombia, Salvador Jorge Blanco
of the Dominican Republic, Ricardo de la Espriella of
Panama and Daniel Ortega Saavedra, Co-ordinator of
the Governing Junta of Nicaragua, srgned in Caracas
the following declaration: .

“We express our sympathy for the efforts of the
Government - of Costa Rica to institutionalize its
active and effective neutrality, understanding there-
by that the Government of that country will continue

-its activities to guarantee peace in the Central Amer-
ican region.”

40 The Secretary—General of the United Natrons
wrote to President Monge as follows: .

““In so disturbed a political period as the present,

~ your personal policy and your country prov:de a

reassuring example of peace, realism and vision.

Your solemn proclamation of 17 November 1983 of

the permanent, active and unarmed. neutrality -of
Costa Rica is a particularly positive act.”

41. Here and in other bodies we have said repeatedly
that Costa Rica has placed its faith in the Contadora
process and ‘supports it. Latin America has a long
experience and tradition of diplomacy. The concept of
peaceful settlement of disputes derives in part from

the Congress of Panama of Simén Bolivar; we Latin

Americans took our experience of the inter-American
system to'San Francisco. Ourregionis the only one that
has a treaty banning nuclear weapons. At the recent
Quito meeting, our identification and our solidarity
were reaffirmed, as was the defence of the basic prmcr-
ples of international law.

42, The efforts of the Contadora Group conform to
thistradition. Itsexistence is proofthat thereis a proper
political forum where Central Americans can and must
find their own solutions. We confess our doubts and
apprehension that in the broader international sphere
we Central Americans may largely lose control over our
own future.

43, Despite premature annqQuncements in the past of
the demise of Contadora, there was a quantum leap
on 9 September 1983, when the five Central Amer-
ican. countries adopted the Document of Objectives
[8/16041, annex] setting forth 21 points, known to this
Council, and on 8 January 1984, when they adopted the



measures to be taken to fulfil the commitments entered
into in the Document of Objectives [85/16262, annex I,
appendix], thus proving the validity of the process.

44. My Government is convinced that after this new
stage, another important step forward will be taken that
will reflect the degree of our Governments’ -political
commitment.We are getting to the heart of the prob-
lem, and it is possible that negotiations may thus be
more difficult, because that is when the most effort has
to be made to make the process successful.

45. At this moment the Working Commissions of the
Contadora Group are meeting in Panama:tofind targets
that will lead to the objective of peace ifi‘our region.
Nicaragua, arguing for a qualitative change in the Cen-
tral American situation, called upon each of the Com-
missions to give priority consideration to the problem
of that country’s security, putting forward for con-
sideration at: that meeting a document setting forth-its
position. That paper was taken up at:the meeting and it
will be put before the next meeting of ministers for
consideration. The Commissions are now continuing
discussions on other items within their competence
in the political, economic and security spheres. The
Security Council must be aware—and I am not saying
this to.offend anybody—that its meetings have caused
some consternation at the meeting at Panama and in-
creased tension among the Central American countries
in that forum. This, of course, is-not the only factor
causing tension in our region.

46. In the light of the foregoing, my Government’s
position is as follows. Costa Rica isdinterested, and Lam
sure this interest:is shared by the Council, in seeing that
the mandate and support of the Contadora Group is.not
weakened. The spirit that led to the General Assem-
bly’s adopting resolution 38/10 by consensus at. its
thirty-eighth session must be maintained. That resolu-
tion repeated the need for strict observance of the prin-
ciples of international-law, endorsed the efforts of the
group of countries constituting the: Contadora process
and noted with satisfaction the commitment of those
countries to strengthen democratic institutions as the
most appropriate way of guaranteeing broad participa-
tion and promoting conciliation within Central Amer-
ican societies. »

47. Since the Council has to take a decision on the
question under debate, let it appeal to the countries
concerned to carry out their mission in keeping with the
Contadora guidelines. Once again, let an appeal be
made to the rest of the international community to
refrain from diverting the nine countries from. their
chosen path, and. let there be strict respect for the

principles of international law, above all to those ref-

erring to freedom of navigation: Let:this Council uphold
the principle that attention must be paid not only to
matters: relating to the security of States, however
important they may be, but also to the.need for progress
in all fields, those dealing with political, economic and
social development so essential foi- achieving lasting
peace in its proper context. -

48. Presxdent Monge said recently thatcontemporary
cxperlence in Central America reaffirms his conviction
that war is the ultimate act of irrationality, the failure of
all policy.

“A policy of peace is the inescapable requlrcment
of our time. Any foreign policy and any securlty
policy must serve this idea. A policy of peace is the

~only genuine policy for our time.””

49. The PRESIDENT [interpretation from Russian):
The next speaker is the representative of the German
Democratic Republic. I invite him to take a place at the
Council table and to make his statement. .

'50. Mr. OTT (German.Democratic Republic): At the |

very outset, the delegation of the German Democratic
Republic would like to thank the members of this body
for giving us the opportunity to explain the German
Democratic Republic’s point of view on the 1ssue that
we have on the agenda .

- Permit me, Mr. Kravcts, to. congratulate you
warmly on you assumption of the presidency of the -
Security Council for the month of April. We are con-
vinced that you as the representative of the Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, with which my country has
close and fraternal links, will exercise all-your ability
and diplomatic skills for the successful guidance:of the:
Council in the interest of international peace and secu-
rity. At the same time, the delegation of the German

Democratic Republic wishes to congratulate the repre-

sentative of Peru, Mr. Arias Stella, for his successful
work, characterized by great diplomatic experience,

which he accomplished as Presxdent for the month of =
March,

52. The German Democratic Republic is increasingly
concerned that this lofty body has to deal in ever
shorterperiods of time with the escalation of aggressive
acts against the sovereign and independent State of
Nicaragua, a non-aligned country and a member of
the Security Council. The representative of Nicaragua,
Mr. Chamorro Mora, informed the world public in a
comprehensive manner before this forum about the
new stage of aggressive acts, about the escalation of the
undeclared war against his country. In pamcular the
miting of Nicaraguan ports.is:the expression.of a new
act-of violence perpetrated by the United States against
the legitimate Government of a State Member of'the
United Nations, in obvious violation of the basxc norms:
of international law.

53. All attempts to deceive world public opinion and
to veil the responsibility for those acts of war

‘—attempts. that were also made here in.the Security

Councll——dally prove to be useless m the llght ofthe

- facts.

54. The responsibility for the 'agg‘ra\éatign bf the sitna-
tion in Central America has to be borne by the United
States of America. Even The New York Times wrote a.



few days ago in connection with the attack on the Soviet
tanker in the Nicaraguan port of Puerto Sandino:

" *“The-mines were sown at Puerto Sandino by contras

who are funded, armed, supported, partly trained.
and largely organized by the Central Intelligence

Agency for the express purpose of overthrowing the
Nicaraguan Government. The Reagan Administra-
tion piously denied any responsibility for the mines,
but that’s like saying Mr. Reagan is not responsible

~ for the CIA. Who’s President? Who sanctions the
~contras? Who periodically seeks funds for them from
Congress?”’ The newspaper continues, *‘What does

ke imagine the efforts of the CIA-directed contras:

amount to, if not State terrorlsm N

There is nothing to add to that evaluation.

55. We see a close-connection between the mining of
Nicaraguan. ports, the mcreasmg attacks against Nic-
aragua; the use of the territory of Honduras and the
various military manoeuvres by United States armed
forces-n that region. Millions and millions-of dollarsare
being spent by the present United:States Administra-

tion for the suppression of'the Central American peo-

ples’ will to freedom and:for the undermmmg of legit-
imate Governments in that region.

56.  The ruling circles of'this countr.y like:to pretend to
be the protector and guardian of free: and unimpeded

navigation and of its internationally recognized princi- -

ples. Are those circles aware of theresponsibility which
they assume with the mining of Nicaraguan ports—a
responsibility for the security of those ships, for the
lives of their crews, for the whole of international navi-
gation and the related recogmzed and accepted princi-
ples? Shall plracy againpreviil in-navigation, trade and
traffic, or even in the whole of internationial life?

'57. The peoples-indeed well remember, and no one
can make them forgef, that the United States has
already once dramatically aggravated a conflict by

mining Vietnamese ports in 1972, thus escalating

aggressive acts against a:sovereign State. Lexpress the
hope that the lessonsiearned fromthe dirty war against
the Vietnamese people and the other peoples.of Indo-
China have not been forgotten. The general question
mustberaised: are those imperialist forces really aware
of the directions in-which they are trying to puskh:inter-
national relations? These acts of war-against a sover-
¢ign State disprove verbal asserfions by this: Adminis-
tration—also.made here in-the: Security Council-that
it-is striving for an improvement: in- international re-
fations.

58. The German Democratic Republic is in full
agreement:with.the.overwhelmingmajority of States in
their demand: for a: peacgful’ §ettlement of dl§f)llfable
issues in Central America;

59. We reaffirm the poiﬁ; of view contained’ in the -

Political Declaration of the States Parties to the
Warsaw Treaty, issued at Prague on 5 January 1983

[$/15556, annex], and the joint statement of the meeting
of leading Party and State figures from Warsaw Treaty
States held in Moscow on 28 June 1983 [see 5/15862,
annex] that disputable questions in Central America
should be settled peacefully on the basis of mutual
respect for mdepcndencc and territorial integrity. That
means that situations of conflict should be solved polit-
ically.

60. The escalation of the aggressive acts against Nic-

- aragua is directed against the democratic process of

reconstructioni in Nicaragua as well as against the
peaceful settlement of the conflict. We agree with the
Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Counmes which declarcd in March thls year:

““‘Conscious of the urgent need to reduce tension in
the area in order to facilitate dialogue, the Co-ordi-
nating Bureau commended the constructive efforts of.
the Contadora Group towards finding a political solu-

“tiomr to the problems of the region and urged them to
continue their peace efforts.”’ [See $/16422, annex.]

61. The German Democratic Republic condemns the
aggressive machinations undertaken by the ruling cir-
cles of an imperialist great Power against sovereign,
non-alighed Nicaragua. My country advocates the im-
provement of intermational relations and the unhin-
dered development of all-round co-operation between
States. The German Democratic Republic advocates

~ the prevalence of reason and logic and rejects methods

of the law of the strongest in international relations. We
appeal to all States to demand the immediate termina-
tion of the mining of Nicaraguan ports as well as of any
kind of covert and overt military action against Nic-
aragua and to provide all pOSSIble assistance to that
country. ,

62. The PRESIDENT [mterpretanon from Russian}:
The next speaker is the representative of Yugoslavia.
I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to
make his statement.

63. Mr. GOLOB (Yugoslavia): First 1 congratulate
you, Sir, on your assumption of the post of President of
the Security Council and express our belief that in the
course of the month of April you will, as always, relent-
lessly pursue the cause of pedace, security and equitable
international co-operation. I also congratulate your
predecessor, Mr. Arias Stella, representative of Peru,
on the political wisdom, dedication and persistence in
the search for peace and negotiated political solutions
that he showed during the month of March, carrying the
heavy load of Security Council work duringthat period.

64. The situation in Central America is contmumg to
cause theinternational commurity grave concern and is
repeatedly being considered by the Security Council
and also by the General Assembly Challenges to peace
in Central America are immense, and their: causes: are
well known. While the tensions have been rising and
hurhan and material resources have been wasted on



futile attempts to cow independence into submission
and to disrupt sovereignty and the inviolability of bor-
ders in a regional war, numerous initiatives have been
launched. These initiatives are aimed at solving the
problems which threaten peace in the region, aggravate
- the critical political, social and economic situation in
the countries of Central America and jeopardize inter-
national peace and security.

65. Inthe searchforapeaceful solutionthe Contadora
Group is making invaluable efforts to establish a joint
basis on which the countri¢s of Central Amerjca can
build peace. The Contadora Group cannot do this
alone. All directly and indirectly involved parties
should show a full measure of co-operation and resolve
to resort to political means and to build upon the values
and principles evolved by Contadora together with five
Central American countries.

66. Again, at this juncture the cause of peace may be
helped if all those involved would recall that the inter-
national community as a whole and the non-aligned
countries in. particular have rendered full support to
Contadora. ’l%ey have done so because the efforts of
the Contadora Group are motivated by an honest and
selfless desire to identify a peaceful solution in the
region itself, outside bloc and big-Power rivalry.

67 The Document of Objectives [S/16041, annex]
was elaborated by the countries of the region with the
help of Contadora. This Document reflects the realities
facing Central America and constitutes a solid basis for
the solution of the problem. It reaffirms the basic princi-
ples of international law and elaborates the principles
related to the specific features of the region.in order to
achieve a political solution. The self-determination of
peoples, non-intervention, the sovereign equality of
States, the peaceful settlement of disputes, refraining
from the threat or use of force, respect for the territorial
integrity of States, pluralism in its various manifesta-
tions and other principles have been accepted by all the
countries of the region as: the foundation of a political
solution of the problem.

68. Furtheraction by the Contadora Group resulted in
the adoptionof concrete measures concerning security,
political and economic and social issues which all the
countries of the region have taken the responsnblhty to
implement [see $/16262, annex 1].

69. Wefind it very encouraging that Contadora man-
aged to do all this.in the context of present international
relations, which are under ever-increasing strain, and
notwithstanding the differences existing among the
Central American countries themselves. Thus Conta-
dora embodies.our hopes for a process to bring peaceto
the region on the basis of mutual respect and respect for
the rights.of peoples and the principles of the Charter of
the United Nations. We call for an end to.all activities
of regional and non-regional factors which can impede
the process and increase the danger of the outbreak
of war in the region. Colombia, México, Panama and

Venezuela have our full confidence, and we are giving
them our utmost support.

70. Nicaragua is exposed to political, military and
economic pressures aimed at undermining its indepen-

“dence and sovereignty and at undermining the sover-

eign right of the Nicaraguan people freely to decide.on
their economic and social development and their polit-
ical system.

71. The Seventh Conference of Heads of* State: or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held-at New
Delhi more than a year ago, rejected the threats and acts
of intimidation and aggression against Nicaragua. None
the less those acts have continued and have-escalated
further.

72. The Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries met here in New York on
15 March. On that occasion the-non-aligned recalled the
relevant resolution of the General Assembly, resolu-
tion: 38/10, which reaffirmed respect for the: sover-
eignty, independence and territorial integrity of all
States of the region and their right to live inpgaceand to-
decide their own future free. from all outside inter-
ference and intervention. That resolution wasan impor-
tant achievement and was adopted without a vote,
which givesit added importance. We feel that the Gen-
eral Assembly has thus.in effect pronounced itself
against the export of social and economic models and
their imposition from abroad. All the crises that en-
girdle the globe are caused by attempts of the more
powerful and most powerful to impose and to dictate.

73. ’I‘he repeated attempts to 1mpose and-dominate
invariably meet with rejection by the international com-
munity. The will of the peoples toreject and resist these
acts makes. them unacceptable: wherever- they occur,
and thisis an encouragement for all of us. It isindispen-
sable apain to recognize that Nicaragua, as well as 4ll
other Central American countries, and for that matter
dence, sovereignty and temtorlal integrity, to life-in
peace without pressure, interference and intervertion.

74. The communiqué adopted by the Co-ordifiating

Bureau nearly three weeks ago [$/16422, annex]-calls:
for animmediateend to all foreign military manoeuvres:
and: activities on Certral- American' territories: and:
coasts and an endYo:allinstallations of foreign milifary
bases, as well as all threats, attacks and:hostile acts:
against Nicaragua, which are contrary {o the spirit:of
the peace efforts of the countries of the region, The non-

aligned expressed their deep concern over the new
escalation of those acts.and condemnedtfie mining.of
Nicaraguan seaports, which-has-caused loss of human

life:and heavy material damage and-which erdangers

international navigation. At that meeting: the non-

aligned further expressed. their firm opposition to any.

measure directed towards the tﬂockade of any State in

the region.
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75. There is no doubt that there exist both the-poten-
tial and the interest for a political solution as-envisaged

by Contadora. Their political basis, methods and pro- -

cedures have received: general support. We would
expressthe wish that they will continue their construc-

tive efforts: to meet our hope that peace in Cenftral.

America. will be established and’ mdependence and
sovereignty sttengthened. , _

76. The PRESIDENT [interpretation from Russian):
The next speaker is. the representative of Honduras.
I invite him to take a place at the Council table-and to
make his statement.

77. Mr. FLORES BERMUDEZ (Honduras) [inter-
pretation from Spanish]: { wish, Sir, to express my
delegation’s satisfaction: at seeing you presiding over
the: Council; since your broad experience and distin-
guished career are a-guarantee of the successful out-
come of the matters to be dlSCUSSCd in this body this
month.
N . . v » -

78. The debate on the complaint by the delegation of
Nicaragua has been enriched by:the oplmons of various
delegatxons that have shown theirinterest in the situa-
tion in-Central America. It is our-desire today to make
another constructive contribution and to take advan-

tage of thesinvitatiomextended to usto take part in these’

deliberations so as-to make clear the framework within
which these problems: should be dealt.

79. 1In several statements mention has been'made of
historic factors besetting our region. For our part, we
also wish to mention:some things which have not yet
been-considered and which may serve to make better
known: the: problems of the region.

80. - Although historically the Central’ American coun-
tries have had much in.common in their political; eco-
nomic and:social evolution, their relationship: has. not
been characterized by eqoal and equitable develop-
ment. Withoutgoing intotoo much detail; I would point
to the case of Nicaragua and the contrast-with recent
historical developments.in Honduras. While Nicaragua
was suffering underahateful dictatorship which tended
to benefit only one family, in Honduras, steady social
progress was: being made through modérn legislation
which sought to.regulate and. harmionize {abour-man-
agement relations. While in- Nicaragua for more than
40 years ferocious repression was carried out against’
the people of'that country, in Honduras; agrarian re-
form was. gradually developing, together with civil
service:and social security legislation which reflected
theinterestin bringingtogetherall sectorsof the nation.
While Nicaragua’s foreign trade tended to benefit-only
the Somoza family, in. Honduras the exportation ‘of
such importantitemsascoffee beneﬁted 45 000 Hondu-
ran families:

81. I do:not wish to tire the Conncil with a detailed
account of contrasts; but it.is.indeed our intention to
make clear the fact that for more: than 40. years the
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internal contradictionis:in Nicaragua  were: at the very
opposite pole from the labour gains, progress in the
agrarian sector and social advancement which grad-
vally came about ip our country.

82. . The alternative sought by the peopleof Nicaragua
through a violent, collective endeavour whichinvolved:
every sector in that country—f{rom peasants to indus-
trialists—was the result of a political phenomenon not
encountered in Honduras. The alternative sought by:
the people of Honduras was the peaceful path withinan-
electoral'process which gave rise to the establishment
of a representative, democratic and pluralistic Govern-
ment dedicated to working within a framework of peace
so as to implement our development plans which are
designed, not for the benefit of one family nor to re-
spond to special interests, but to favour the national.
community, bearing in mind that the human being is the:
supreme value of society and State and that human
dignity is inviolable.

83. Desplte this democrauc path which is now being
strengthened in Honduras, my country is the object
of aggression made manifest through a number of
incidents by Nicaragua against our territorial mtegnty
and civilian population. Those elements, which-have
obliged Honduras to strengthenits defences, are mamly
the excessive and disproportionate amount of arms in
Nicaragua, the constant harassment:along our borders,
the promotion of guerrilla groups which seek to-under-
mine our democratic institutions, and the warmon-
gering attitude of the Sandinist commanders, whose
reckless, aggresswe statements we mentioned earlier.

84. With our intervention we do not wish to get mt,oa
squabble with our neighbour, Nicaragua. What we do
want is to say that to cast the.Central American problem
in terms of Nicaragua’s interests, as reflected in. the
initial draft resolution submitted by that country, is a
conceptual error. It is not just one country which.is
affected; it is not only one country which is suffermg
from conflicts. It is not only one people which-is suf-
fering and bewailing the fate of its children; it is not
just Honduras and Nicaragua. It is a Central American
problem, and it must be solved regxonally This: view:
has been brought out again and again by all Central
Americans throughout the Contadora negotiation pro-
cess and must be reflected in the Security Council’s

considerations and in its decisions.

85. In that regard, we were pleased to hear the
statements made today, and Monday afternoon
[2527th meeting] by the representative of France, who
noted with satisfaction the efforts of the four countries
of the Contadora Group to facilitate the search.for-a
settlement satisfactory-to all countries of the regiont; As.
he declared, ‘“The countries of Central America must
be permitted once again to solve their problems: for
themselves.’” {Ibid., para. 12.] The representative of
Chinaalso agreed that the affairs of the countries of the
region must be left to their respective peoples.and gave
his support to the Contadora Group.in-its continued



efforts to achieve a peaceful and reasonable solution to
the Central-American question. The representative of
Guyana.made an appeal for a halt to the unbridled arms
race and for peaceful negotiated sqlutions to problems
in Central America, and he repeated that the Contadora
processoffered a practical and solid basisfor achieving
negotiated solutions for the problems.among the States
of Central America. Within the same context, we heard
the statement made by the representative of Mexico.
Amongst other things, he quoted the President of his
country, who said during his recent visit to Colombia,
*‘Contadora: is a Latin American effort to resolve a
Latin American conflict. The region is able to find
its own answers to the problems affectmg it.”” [Ibid.,
para. 83.1

86. Indeed, for 14 months we Central Americans have
been engaged in negotiations to achieve peace in our
region under the auspices of the Contadora Group.
Those negotiations have made considerable progress,
and right now the Working Commissions: are meeting
on aspects relating to political affairs, security and
ecornorhic and social co-operation. This is:a collective
effort the aim of which is to create a zone of peace
where the cohesive elements of freedom; justice and
solidarity are permanent, standing values so that rela-
tions.among our States may prosper. All-of this would
set-aside the possibility of confrontation; establish re-
gional security, strengthen integral democracy and give
impetus to the economic and social development of our
peoples

87. The:situation in Central America is complex and
calls for a comprehensive solution. Any action by a
United Nations-body should be taken within that com-
prehensive coritext and should not be identified with
the selective and speczal interests of only one of the
parties.

88. None the less, the Nicaraguan tactics, of which
we complained-in the letter from the Government of
Honduras dated-20 September 1983 to the President of
the Security Council {§/15995], have systematically
been-consolidated. Those tactics, based as:they are on
an attitude of duplicity, include a-disturbing campaign
of disinformation intended to:sow confusion and ambi-
guity with regard to what is really happeningin Central
America. They have also been condemnedby my del-
egation in several of the statements we have made in
recent months when the Secunty CouncxI has met at
Nxcaragua § request. '

89. Those activities by Nicaragua: have occurred
within the Contadora negotiating process. We have
already mentioned the Working Commissions-on polit-
ical, security and economic and social questions that
have been meeting at Panama:City since the second of
this month, Only last night we received from Panama
the alarmifig news that for two consecutive days Nic-
aragua has blocked the activities of those Working
Commissiofis; thereby hampering negotiations and
preventing various:matters from being:takemup. Nic-

aragua has proposed the cessation of normal work in
the Commissions-in order that a decision mightfirstbe.
taken on a special question dealing with aspects of

- particular interest to Nicaragua, This attitude on the
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part of Nicaragua is hindering the activities of the Con-
tadora Group, sincethe attempt to give priority to some
items and to take biased actions runs: counter to the
regional approach that should prevail m those nego~
tlatlons -

90 What Nxcaragua is: proposmg in Panama is (hat S0
long as those Commissions take no decisions on. mili~
tary and security matters it will not allow work to
proceed. That inflexible and arbitrary position is de-
signed to bring about a-crisis in+the Contadora negotia-
tions in order to do-away: with:that subregional group
and ulfimately to bring the matter before: the United
Nations, thereby preveriting Latin Ametica: and the
Central. American peoples themselves from solving
their own problems within the Contadora framework.
That framework has received the full support of the
internatiortdl community; it has found support i the
positive thinking of most.Central American statesmen
and intellectuals and of the four countriés:members-of
the-Contadora Group. It is a processthatis fully-ableto-
take up and solve the problems of theregion. Neverthe-
less, the essential element for the success: of those
negotiations is the will of the Central Aferican coun-
tries themselves. It is sad to see that that element is
lackmg on the part of Nicaragua.

91. Indeed, yesterday in Panama, not only: in the
Security Affairs Commission but in the Political Affairs
Commission as well, Nicaragua indicated'that the:main
causes of the problems of Central America were the
substantive military buildup in the region; the diy-
placement of thousands of soldiers, the holding of
joint manoeuvres in the area, the covert: war against
Nicaragua, the terrorist operations being carried outon
its territory with the use of aircraft and attack-boats,
the activities of the anti-Sandinist rebels, the violation
of its territorial mtegrxty and national sovereignty,
the threat of force against: Nicaragua and the lack of
implemeritation of the: pnnmple of the self determma-
tion of peoples '

92 That position of Nlcaragua——-tha:t such matters
should be taken up-before any ofthework of the Com-
missions can be resumed, including the work ofithe
Commission for Economic and ‘Social:Questions—has
created a crisis of* bad faith in the Contadora pro-
cess. What Nlcaragua is really indicafing-as:{he cause
of the problems are in fact-only effects. Honduras-has;

in this.body as well as in the Organization of Amer=
ican States (OAS) and within' the Contadora Group
itself, attempted to clarify the real causes. They:include
interférence in Central America by an-extracotitinental
Power, the breach of the terms of seturity:in: the e«
gion because of the disproportionaté arming: by Nic-
aragua; problems of an internal order: caused by its
authoritarian: structures, its attempts fo-destabilize
neighbouring régimes, the supplying to: Nicaragua of



15,000 tons of weapons in 1983 alone, a Sandinist peo-
ple’s army of more than 25,000: men organized:into
38:regular battalions, with a reserve force of 38,000
men, and a popular Sandinist militia numbering ap-
proxxmately 50,000 men.

93. The Amencan mmtary presence in Honduras
amounts at present to approximately 1,700 men. For
the moment, those are the major Central American
manoeuvres that affect the territorial integrity of Nic-
aragua. What did indeed. affect stability in the region
was the sending, some three weeks ago, of 2;000 Cu-
bans: to- Nicaragua. Those troops have had military
training and partially- replace young Cuban men and
women:who had been in Nicaragua. What does indeed
affect stability. in our region is the presence in Carib-
bean-waters ofthe Soviet-helicopter-carrier Leningrad
and the-Sovietdestroyer Udaloy, accompanied by:their
respective frigates, the largest Soviet presence in the
Caribbean since theend of the 1960s. What do have an
effect and an-impacton our-negotiations are the threats
from: Commander Ortega: Saavedra; the Nicaraguan
Defence Minister, indicating:the. possibility that local
guetrilla groups will mine the ports-of Central America
from Guatemala to- Panama, as: we noted on Friday,
30 March, before the Council {2525th meeting]. On
Friday I also mentioned that following the statements
by Commander Ortega Saavedra five bombs exploded
inthecities:of Tegucigalpaand SanPedroSula, leaving
one person dead. More:recently. thereshas beer.a sabo-
tage ofithe-electric power: provided. {0-some. areas- of
Honduras from Costa Rica through' Nxcaragua, which
hasled to therationing of electricpower in various parIs
of our national territory.

94. - Among other Ni‘caragu’anactivitics that pose a
threat to peaceis thecortinuationof the-llegal traffic in
arms to-guerrilla groups in other countries; it is also
continuing to provide logistic suppoft to.insurgents in
neighbouring States, while its agents visit Libya, Iran
and North Korea, among other countries; for the pur-
pose ofi acquiring more weapons. The mining of the
Nicaraguan:ports is an act the respofisibility for which
has been attributed to insurgent: organizations oper-
ating in: Nicaragua. Hence: Nicaragua’s. claim: that all
States should refrain from:-carrying out any action that

mighthamperthe exerciseof the rightto free navigation:

inthewatersofthe regnon does notreflect whatis really

happening; since the mining wasdue totheactivities of:

Nicaraguan.rebel groups.

95. Wxthfegard to-Nicaragua’s fqu‘Iment of its inter-
national.commitments, we are: compelled 10-make-ref-
erence £o Nicaragua’s glectoral phenomenon and place
it-withimthe Contadoracontext, sitice-that was.among
the. 21 objectives adopted by all of the: Central Amer-
ican countries on.9 September 1983:and subsequently
ratified:by each.and. every: one of our Governments;
including that of Nicaragua. The adoption of those
objectives was: one of the:
thenegotiations that havebeen held underthe auspices
of the Gontadora Groupa The prmcxpaI objective: with

¢ positive: achievements in.
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reference to electoral processes in Central Amerxca-
reads as follows: :

*To adopt measures conducive to the establish-
ment and, where approprlate improvement of demo-
cratic, representative and pluralistic systems that
will guarantee effective popular participation in.the
deciston-making process and ensure that the various
currents of opinion have free access to fair and reg-
ular elections based on the full observance of citi-
zen’s rights”’ [see $/16041, annex].

96.  Another objective is

“To - promote national reconciliation -efforts.
wherever deep divisions have taken place within-so-
ciety, with a view to fostering participation in demo-
cratic polmcal processes in accordance with the law”
[ibid.].

97. Itisin the context of those commitments that we
must consider the electoral preparations in Nicaragua.
Looking at current developments in.the electoral pro-
cess we find the following discouraging: ¢lements: In
Nicaragua certain sectors are forbidden to participate.
The amnesty decreed by the Sandinist Government-did
not pardon political and related common crimes, which
would have permitted Miskito refugees in Honduras
and other Nicaraguans who are out of the country to

‘return with suitable guarantees. The Government of

Nicaragua continues to enforce the law of confiscation
and expropriation, used against those who oppose.the
régime in power, and the national emergency law under
which constitutional guarantees were and still are sus-
pended. The Nicaraguan opposition has serious ques-
tions about the political process in that country.
Indeed, even internationally recognized officials from
European countries whose democratic traditions are
long standing have expressed concern about the lack-of
conditions that would guarantee impartiality and equal
opportunity for full participation by: all sectors:

98. Evidence of this includes the absence of an-elec-
toral roll or list, while those under 18 years of age are
allowed to vote-—16-year-olds are permitted to vote—
so that young people completely without political
experience can be manipulated. All members of the
Sandinist People’s Army and. of the other security
forces are permitted to vote. There is no guarantee-of
the right of assembly, the right of association or the
right of free expression; which are essential for carryitig
on an election campaign. There is. an enormous. im-
balance between the opposition parties and the official
party, when-one considers the:-pure and absolute idens-
tity among the Sandinist National Liberation Front, the
Government and the Sandinist People’s Army. That
represents a close linkage of the powers of the State
with the Sandinist political organization, which in-
volves the use of State resources. and of the State’s
coercive:power and communications.media.for its own
political advantage in-the election campaign The Nic-
araguan opposition complains that it does not have: the
same opportunmes



99. . The opposition in Nicaragua has also:questioned
the Sandinist Government’s intentions regarding the
elections, since the Government has violated one of
the principles set forth in the Statute of Fundamental
Guarantees of 1979, which states that a constitient
assembly shall be elected. Now, simultaneous elec-
tions. have been called for a constituent assembly and
for the presidency, for a six-year term. That is contrary
to the legal logic applicable here and militates. agamst
the democratic process: there can be no advance in the
State system without the constituent assembly takmg a
pnor decision. S

100. The Nicaraguan Council of State had been dis-
cussing the electoral law, initially with-the participation
of nearly all sectors in the country. But because of the

points 1 mentioned before, those sectors have with- .

drawn in protest against the way in which the Govern-
ment is trying to manipulate the electoral process.
Among the institutions which have withdrawn are the
Liberal Conservative Party, the Social::Democratic
Party, the Democratic Conservative: Party, the Con-
federation: of Trade Union Unification, the Social

judiciary, the elimination of restrictions on the law of
habeus corpus and a-national dlalogue on the: questlon
of elections. - ,

104. In another communiqué, dated 21 February
1984, the armed opposition made up of the two groups
strugglmg within Nicaragua, one in the north and the
other in the south, also reJected the electoral process
as put forward and expressed its desire to parti¢ipate
in-an open, honest electoral process, with equal oppor-
tunities and. appropriate guarantees. -

105. Al this opposition to the electoral masquerade
makes us think about the sitvation. in Nicaragua.
We wonder whether the Government of Nicaragua:is
adopting measures which could lead to.the establish-’
ment of a representative, pluralnst democratic systemn,
guaranteeing effective popular participation. We won:
der whether by acting in the way which has been:de-
nounced by the Nicaraguan opposition the:-Government
is promoting action towards national reconciliation; as.
it has undertaken to-do in accordance with-the: points

- adopted in the Contadora. negotiations.

Christian Party and .the non-Sandmlst ‘Worker’s

Central

10101 wrsh 10 quote the Charrman of the Nxcaraguan
Bishops’ Conference, Monsignor Pablo Antonio. Vega,

who, with reference to the consideration of the elec-

toral {aw by the Nicaraguan Council of State, Sald that
that Council is a ‘‘totalitarian sham’’.

102. To illustrate that fact we need only refer to the
discussions going on in the Nicaraguan Council of
State. Government officials: have said there that the
opposition will have the right to one-hour per week for
carrying out its political. campaign on: television and
radio; those media belong to. the State, that is, to the
Sandinist Front. Thus, the: time available will be less
than 10 minutes a-day, and that time will have to be
shared. out among the opposition parties. meg to
~ thosearbitrary, minimal condmons the opposmon has
asked for more time for its campaign, especially since
the Sandinist Front already has nearly five years of
campaigning behind it. o

103 In addmon the opposmon publlshed on-24 De-
cember 1983, a manifesto denouncing the Govern-
ment’s fraudulent intentions regarding the election:
That manifesto was signed by the Nicaraguan ‘Worker’s
Central, the Confederation of Trade Union Unification;
the: Democratic Conservative Party, the Social Chris-
tian Party, the Social Democratic Party, the Authentic
Social Christian Popular Party, the Nicaraguan Cham-
ber of Industry, the Nicaraguan Chamber of Construc-
tion, the Nicaraguan Confederation of Professional
Associations, the Confederation of Chambers.of Com-
merce, the Nicaraguan Development Institute and the

106. The answer is no, for what they. have dorie is to
call formore weapons, for more political control and for
increasing: structural’ l'lgldlty :

107 I have mentxoned these mternal problems of
Nicaragua for the sole purpose ‘of showing how- they
extend beyond the borders of that country, witha con-
siderable negative effect on our interest in the develop-
ment of our.democratic institutions, inorder to fulfil our
development plans and meet the vital needs of our
population. Honduras is thefirst to support multilateral
negotiations within the Contadora framework in-order
to find a negotiated peaceful solution to'the problems of
the region, problems which are concentrated in Nic-
aragua

" 108. The Mlmsters for External Relatlons of Costa

Union of Agricultural Producers. The manifesto-called -

for the separation of State and party, the:abandonment
of laws which infringe on human rights, a genuine am-
nesty, respect for freedom of religion, an independent

Rica and Honduras met afew days ago-at Tegucigalpa,
and on 26 March: they issued a joint statement, the
pertinent part of which. said:

““They agreed that the democratic, representative:

_ and pluralist system is the only system:for polmcal.
development guaranteeing the effective exercise of

_ freedom-and the full enjoyment of human rights: In
this regard they reiterated the firm:purpose-of both
Governments to-.promote and strengthen-democracy
in the region. They reaffirmed the: decision. of their
‘Governments to seek a peaceful comprehensive: re-
gional settlement of the crisis in Centrdl: America
and pointed out the appropriateness-of making every
necessary effort to see that thexcountries.of theregion
finally take the path-of political, economiic and-social
democracy. They drew the attention of the inter-
national community to-the nieedto find appropriate
means to guarantee security for the Central Amer-
_ican reglon based on the principles: of non-interven:
tion, rejection of the threat or use of force.and the use



- of peaceful procedures for the solition of disputes:

among States, as well as on the-aigent need to put an
end to-the arms race through fully verifiable agree-
ments establishing a reasonable: balance of force in
Central America.”

- 109. There can be no exception ifithe:Central Amer-
fcan-crisis; It is our hope that:our aeighbour will carry
through:the commitments of Contadora, not only with
regard to-its internal political process, but also with
regard to the other crucial poinits which' it is necessary
to carfythrough regionally, with régard to disarmament
aid:other military aspects which are implicit in the
problems of Central America.

110. The joint Techinical Group, at the foreign minis-
ter level; hasdescribed Nicaragua’s attitude within the
Contadora Group and atthe meetiigs which should be
going on right now in Panama as a boycott; it proposes
that every time should be: taken up.in ifs reSpectu{e
' field. However; we have been fold that Nicaragua is
continuing o insist; even in the Commission for Eco-
nomic and Social Questionsof Contadors, that military
and security items shouldbe discussedfirst. That Com-
mission has vital funictiofis-dn the econiomic and social
area, since ilis in that field that the many causes of the
Central-American conflict can be found. It is counter-
productive to underestimate the valiable-contribution
that could*be made in dealing with causes and not
effects,

111. In Panama the delegations of Honduras, Costa
Rica, Guatemala and EI Salvador are at this moment

being prevented by Nxcaragua fromtakingup the work
on their agenda. It is a mafter of 'concern that priority;

should be songht on so small ariumber of the 21 points,
however. important, of the Doctment of Objectives,
thus preventing a comprehensive and simultaneous dis-
cussion of all the problems of the region. My de ¢lepation
also wishes t0 express its concerfithat notall countries
that have offered their good offices, such-as the Con-

tadora Group, have adopted impartial approaches to:

ensure the success of the gegotiations.

112. Since July 1983 Nicaragua. has insisted in. the
Contadora figgotiations that partial agreements should
be reached fo-meet its own special interests, whetheror
not they satisfy the other countries: of the region,

Throughoutthe negotiationsNicaragua”s apprqachhas,

been unilateral. It has. ifisisted on-dividing the discus-
sion of security:mattersinto two stages, serving only its
own selfsinterest: first, immediate action' tending to

satisfy solely Nicaragua; and, secondly, the {ong-term:

aspects of security and’commion interests.

113. In July 1983, during:the third: meeﬁng of Con-
fadora, Nicaragua. highlighted ongoi
order to-appearonceagain the victim. ;19 SEpIe‘mber
1983, at the fourth meeting of Contadora, the eight

countries: ynanifmously: rESpoﬂdéd to Nicaraguan:

claims. about the global nature of the Central American
conflict—which-was why Nicaragua fiad to accept the

V"ﬁes in-

Document of Objectives serving as the basis for all
fiegotiations that would henceforth be carried out.
None the less, although Nicaragua had made a commit-
ment of support for the 21 points in the Document, it
continued to boycott the Contadora meetings, keeping
it in recess from September last year to January thiy
year, a period during which it sought to bririg the matter
to the Security Council and even before the General
Assembly, so as to take it out of the hands of Con-
tadora. These intentions of Nicaragua run counter to
General Assembly resolution 38/10, adopted on 11 No-
vember last year, to the effect that Central American
conflicts should not be niade part of the East—West
confrontanon

114. InNovember 1983, during the General Assembly
of the Orgamzanon of American States, headquartered
in Washington, in the Embassy of Panama in that city

~agreement was reached to convene the Technical

Group of Contadora in meetings on 1 and 2 December.
This proved impossibl¢, because using the same de-
laying tactic Nicaragua proposed awritten commitment
on military and security aspects, a tactic which is faith-
fully reflected in the draft resolution it has introduced
here, a draft resolution which is selective, since it
takes into account orly the interests of that country
without considering the other matters related to the
regional peace process and departs from the objectives
endorsed by the Central American countries at the joint
meeting. of Ministers for External Relatlons held in
Pinama last September.

115. At the fifth joint meeting of Foreign Ministers,
held on 7 and 8 January this year, the delegation of
Nicaragua again presented its unilateral interests,
seeking to use Contadora only for its own ends. None
the less, at that meetmg the decision was adopted to set
up three commissions on the basis of the document of
measures to be taken to fulfil the commitments entered
into in the Document of Objectives [S/16262, annex I,

appendix]. There is now ample information that those
three commissions are designed to deal, first, with po-
litical affairs; secondly, security matters; and, thlrdly,
social and economntic questions.

116. As we have made clear here and on other occa-
sions, all this is part and parcel of Nicaragua’s un-
swerving attempt to create a crisis in the peace negotia-
tions, thereby doing away with that sub-regional body
for the sole purpose of making the United Nanons
intervene in the conﬂnct

117. As the representative of a Central Amencan
country, I have asked to speak today so-that-our voice,

which reflects the position of’a State which hastakenan
active part in restoring regional peace, can be heard
with the attention it deserves. Many statefents have
been made here supporting the Contadora process. If
there is a real commitment in favour of the Contadora
initiative, serious account must be taken of the fact that
endorsement of the unilateral interests of Nicaragua in
the terms of the draft resolution contained ifirdocument:



§/16463 would also mean support for- that countty so.
that its actions within the context of the Contadora
negotiations will continue to-harm that process. In the
terms in which they are expressed, those actions seri-
ously threaten to destroy the Contadora initiative; they
threaten to destroy a process which has received the
praise of the international community and earned the

pride of Latin Americans~a process.which represents

the maturity and responsibility of our peoplés to resolve
our own problems by ourselves. It also embodies the
hope of‘Central Americans to overcome their difficult
situation by peaceful means. To take part in any sup-
port for this draft resolution would therefore involve a
responsibility of historic proportions that the members
of this Council must weigh-carefully. This is not just a
pohtlcal endorsement for Nlcaragua What is at stake
here is the future of the negotiating process for peace,
the future of Central America.

118.
the words of the Secretary-General as they appear in
the Panamanian daily La Estrella in its edition of
3 March—that is, less than 24 hours ago—which réads,
“Doctor Javier Pérez de Cuéllar déscribed as highly
encouraging the report of the Panamanian Foreign Min-
ister’”” on the peaceful activities of the Contadora
Group, adding that ‘‘what must be avoided is a dip-
lomatic vacuum, because that invites adventurism™.

consequences for the future peace negotnauons in Cen-
tral 'America. Similarly, Nicaragua should abandon
attempts. to duplicate international efforts, in these
parallel forums, by trying to involve the Security Coun-
cil again, while in the Contadora Group we have a
specific commission to deal with matters of security
concerning the countries of the region. That commis-
sion enJoys the support of the intertiational community,
as has again been expressed here. If Nicaragua con-
tinues to maintain this attitude, it will vitiate the
functioning of the Contadora Group as a niegotiating
forum: That body, instead of being replaced, should be
strengthened.

120. The PRESIDENT [{interpretation from Ris-
sian]: The next speaker is the representative of the Lao
People s Democra”hc Repubhc Linvite him to take a

121, Mr. K_ITT.IK_HOUN (Lao ,Pé'oplé"s Democratic
‘Republic) {interpretation from French]: My delegation
is indeed gratified to see you, Sir, presiding over the
meetings of the Council forthis month, The wisdom and
skill that aré characteristic of you are an €arnest of the
success of these very important meetings of the Coun-
cil. My delegation would like also to thank the represen-

tative of Peru for the very skilful and’courteous way in-

which he directed the difficult and deficate work of the
Council duringthe past month. Finally, we would ven-
ture to express our gratitude to all the members of the
- Council for haying been kind enougi to-accommodate
our request to participate in this debate, which essen-

tially affects the peace and security of Central Amenca
and of the world as a whole.

122. As we are fully aware, this is.the sixth time that
Nicaragua las been coristraitied to request ani emer-
gency meeting of the Security Council to consider-the
rising tide of aggressive acts—-—polmcal economic and
military—on the part of-a major Power and permanent -
member of the Council against that country and:its
people. Last Friday [2525th meeting], wefollowed with

_alarm the very detailed and very mQVmg statenient

Itis timely to bring to the attention of the Council -
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made by the representative of Nicaragua incomngction
with the new phase in the aggréssion being practised by

that great Power against Sandino’s people. Indeed; in

recent months, we have witnessed 4n unpfecedented
stepping up of American military presence in that
highly sensitive part of the world. With thedispatchby
the United States Government of thousands of soldiers
to Honduras, the redeploynierit. of naval vessels and
aircraft carriers and the-aerial €spionage:in that region,
we have seen a disturbing display of military might.

123, In recent yeafs, a number of the:economic and
military installations of the Republic of Nicaragua were
the target of attacks on"the part of the United States

‘Government, which used alrplanes, ‘helicopters and’

attack boats to carry out a virfual air-sea battle. That
war effort even went so far as to mine the main ports of
Nicaragua. That serious.act, which is contrary to inter-
national law, was condemned by: the Co-orditiating
Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligried-Countres,
has already: cost a number of innocent lives: and:is a
setious impediment to the freedom: of infernational
navigation, Such behaviour surely reveals some of the:
underlying motives prompting the American Admiinis-
tration not to go along with theinternational community
in adopting the United Nations Conventiononthe:Law
of the Sea, that monumental docuient adopted: by
those peoples who vigorously defend freedom of inter-
national navigatiofi.

124. In conjunction with these host’le activities. in
Nicaragua, the American Administration is financing,
organizing and ‘arming Somozist mmercenary: forces
which, according to certain official pronouncements
of the Central Intelligence Apenc % (CIA); will soon
amount to 18000 armed men; with.the: it of over-
throwing the legal Government: of that country, a Mem-
ber of the. United ‘Nations: and of the Non-Aligried
Movement. -

125. This, then, is the bizarie way in-which it deals

_with those peoples which have opted:for-a social:and

political system‘that does not appea[‘fmhe -Americans.

126. To justify its interventionist-policies-the- United
States Government has, to'its-great: shame, desctibed:

Nicaragua, that revolutionary countrynf‘Sandmo asa:

destabilizing influence in the region. Without goinginto
the well-known purpose of that dubious mudslinging,
I shalltakethe liberty, afterthe manterofthe represen-
tative of the Islamic Republic of Iran:when he spoke



during the:debate on-the Libyan complaint agamst the
same major Power {2523rdmeetmg] of composing two
sentences and leaving it to.the conscience of the Coun-
cil'to: choose which.is. the. more honest, realistic and
acceptable

“Sentence one: [Nicaragua] is behind every. inter-
nationalproblem in Central America and the rest of

* Latin America. Sentence two: The United States is
behind every infernational problem in Central Amer-
1ca and the rest of Latm Amenca v

1‘27 Undgubtedly, 1 could choose-even more extrav-
agant language; but none could compare with-the fan-
tastic, unfounded and totally unrealistic sfatements we
heard: at the very begmning of this debate: from the

UnitedStates deieganomn its attempt 10'mxslead world

pubhc opinion.

128. - Furthermore, this:incantation:s not at all new:
The world will recall that:before. ifs- brutal aggression:
the American-Government considéred.the small island.
of Grenada as bemg a-threat toflts own: securlty

129.. The anu«Nlcaragua propaganda unfortunately
did not stop:there; it even went so:far as to-maintain
unscrupulously that the anti-Sandinist rebel. forces
were based: within- the: territory of Nicaragua, in an:
attempt, as usual, though a vain attempt, to make the:
world believe that Nicaragua was: m fact facmga purely
domestic crisis; :

130. Ido.notintend to take: up: to0 much.of the Coun-
cil’s valuable time, but the Couricil may-beinterested to
be informed of a manifesto signed by a number of
Honduran-personalities.and political leaders, including
the former President, Ramén: Cruz, as reported by
Agence France Presse on 24 March 1984. The signa-
tories-of the-manifesto call for, inter alia, oppositionto
the American desire to establish a permanent base to
continue to train non-Honduran soldiers, particularly
the Nicaraguan opposition. The manife
not beeri fientioned by the 1mpefxahsts and the other
detractors of Nlcar‘agua.

131. The world knows full well:that the problems: of
Cenfral Aniericaare real and that they siust be resolved
urgently. For its part, Nicaragua has; inits wisdom;
generally given a warm welconie to: peace initiafives
by third countries, particnlarly those belonging to
the Comtadora: Group, aiming at a: political solution
to the problems ofithe region. In this:cotinection, the
Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, in:its communiqué published on 15 March
[S116422, annex], welcomed Nicaragua’s firm attach-
ment:topeace, as-shown byithat country’s.most recent:
initiatives, and once again proclaimedits solidarity with
the Government of Natiofial: Re¢onstruction and the

people of Nicaragua in-their struggle to-protect their

* Quoted -in English by the spéaker.
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‘sovereignty, territorial integrity and right to mdepen—

dence.

132 As for the United States Government, contrary
to the policy of peace which it claims tohave chosen, it
is simply i mcreasmg its rmhtary presence inthe area and.
intensely pursuing its air and sea attacks agamst Nlc-
aragua. :

133. My delegatlon learned with mdxgnatlon of the
news from Agence France Presse on 1 April that a
former commander-in-chief of the Honduran army had
sent the Kissinger Commission a document recom-
mending military intervention in Nicaragua in.order to
resolve the conflict in Central America. This is the plot.
the-imperialist forces and their hirelings.intend to hatch
in order to neutralize the valiant people of Nicaragua.

134. In the face of this serious situation, the peace
efforts being made by the Contadora: Group have beenv
sorely tested, and the danger of armed confrontation in.
that troubled part of the world has become a reality.
Consequently,> itisincumbent onthe intcx:national com-
munity, the United Nations, and in_ particular the
Security Council, whose purpose is to safeguard inter-
national peace, to condemn the: mining of the main
Nicaraguan ports and to require that the United States
Government end its belligerent policy in Central Amer-
icaand agree thata polmcal solution should be found to
the problems of the region.

135. In conclusion, we express our deep conviction
that the people of Nicaragya, strengthened by their
tradition-of heroic struggle, under the Sandinist Na-
tional Liberation Front, will be able to thwart all aggres-
sive manoeuvres by the imperialists. Ourpeople is fully
behind the fraternal people of Nicaragua in its just
struggle to protect its independence, sovereignty. and
territorial integrity, until final, complete thory

136. The PRESIDENT [mterpretatton from Rus-
sian]: The next ‘speaker is the representative of
Czechoslovakia. I invite him to take a place at the
Council table and to make his statement

137. Mr. KOVA_CIC (Czechoslovakla)‘: Mr. Pres-
ident, let me first thank you and all the other members
of the Security Council for granting me-this opportunity
to. speak on behalf of the Czechoslovak delegation-on
the important issue on the Council’s agenda today, an
issue which is of profound concern to us. This issue is.
the continuing and ever-escalating acts of aggression,
terror and provocation against Nicaragua: Itis the esca-
lation of unlawful, hostile acts organized and financed:
by, or even directly carried.out by, the United States
against an independent, non-aligned and: freedom-
loving Central American State. It is the escalation of the
undeclared war by the United States against Nicaragua.

138. Mr. Javier Chamorro Mora, répresentative of
Nicaragua, informed this bgdy of the scope of the
United States aggression agamst Nxcaragua and the~
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meanschosen by President Reagan’s Administration to
bend the Nxcaraguan people to its diktat and to turn
back the progressive socio-economic development of
that country. He provided information on the un-
precedented escalation. of the United States. military
presence: in the Central American region, with the
practically perpetual holding of military exercisés and
the highly concentrated deployment of United States
warships and spy planes, while advantage is being tak-
en-for that purpose of the territory and military capac-
ity of some neighbouring States

-139. The representative of Nncaragua informed the
Council aboutthe escalation of terrorist actions against
military and economic targets in Nicaragua, organized
as a part of United States efforts to destabilize that
country. He informed it of the recruitment of mercena-
ries from:the ranks of the Somoza adherents and other
counter-revolutionaries and criminals- financed from
the funds of the CIA dand other agencies.of the United
States Administration: He also mentioned acts of air
and raval piracy and terrorism inspired and even di-

rectly controlled by Washington. He ptesented facts

and evidénce onthe leading role of the United States,
and in-particular the CIA, in the mining of Nicaragua’s
major Pacific and Atlantic ports-—actions that are di-
rected not only against the-people and Government of
Nicaragua butoutright againstinternational navigation,
communications and international trade

140. The..alarmmg facts mentioned ih the statement of
the Nicaraguan'representative attest beyond doubt that
the United States Admiinistration stands behind the acts
of aggression and violence against Nicaragua and that it
is resporsible for all the immeasurable damage that is
being causedto the Nicaraguan people in‘both human
and-material terms by the contmumg and escalating
aggression,

141. We are speaking here of acts that are unequivo-

“cally prohibited by the Charter; by the most significant
documerts of the Organization, including:the Declara-
tion on Principles of International Law: concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations' and
the Declaration on the Inadmissibility of Intervention
anid Interference in the Internal Affairs of States,? as
well as the norms of:international law.

142. We are speaking of acts that are in-full contra-
diction of'important resolutions of the Organization,
including the unanimously adopted General'Assembly
resolution 38/10 and Security Council resolution 530
(1983)., These are acts that have: rightly been con-
demned by the historic meetings of the foreign minis-
ters of noni-aligned countries in Nicaragua and by the
New:Delhi summit of the Non-Aligned Movement; as
well 4s by the subsequent sessions of the Co-ordinating
Bure,a_u of that Movement

143. The United States aggression against Nicaragua
is bemg cnf‘ ized and resolutely condemned by: broad

circles of international public opinion-as: well'as by a
growing number of*political personalities-in the United
States itself. The. fact that the current United States
Administration-igfiores the unlawful nature-of’the acts
against Nicaragua and the voices of the resolute resis-
tance causes serious damage to the Nicaraguan people,
constitutes a grave threatto peacein the Central Amer-
ican region and sabotages the peace-making ¢fforts of
Nicaragua and other Latin American States, including
the initiatives of the Contadora:-Group.

144. - The aggression and terror against Nicaragua are
not-an-isolated phenomenon in'the foreign.policy straf-
egy. of the United States. Washington is: practising a-
policy:of blackmail and diktatin other parts of the world
also, and it arbitrarily proclaims spheres ofiso-called:
vital interest. to the United States. It does not at all
hesitate to use armed force to suppress.revolutionary
liberation movements and to impose its will on indepen-
dent States, as has been demonstrated by the armed
intervention against Gretiada, by the pressure exerted
against Cuba, Syria and Libyza, by eventsin Lebanon,
by the growing military presence of the United States:
in the Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf and the Mediter-

~ raneanand by the feverish arms builduponland; at sea
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as well as in-outer space, including the deployment:of
new United Statesfirst-strike- weaponsin the ferritories
of three-States in'Western' Europe. Anditis this:policy,
these acts of intimidation, pressureand outright aggress
sion by the: reactionary forces of imperialism, headed
by the United States, which have caused'a marked
deterioration in the overall international situation.

145. The Czechoslovak people and the Government
of the Czechoslovak. Socialist: Republic feel profound
indignation at the aggressive and terrorist actions
against the friendly people of Nicaragua: They reso-
lutely support the popular Sandinist revolution and the
struggle: of the Nicaraguan: people to preserve their
revolutionary achievements and:to defend:their inde-
pendence and legitimate right to economic and.social
development of their nation. They argin full solidarity
with the people of Nicaragua. They appreciate the-ini-
tiatives of the Government of Nicaragua andthe con-
tinued endeavours to achieve a peaceful and just set-
tlemeiit of the conflict sityation.in Central Americaand:
in the Caribbean region, including the efforts of the
Contadora Group. They resolutely condemntheactsof
destabilization, pressure.and armed.aggression.against
Nicaragua, and they démand an immediate halt: to
them. This was clearly expressed:jn the statement by
oug Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 30 March,
1984.

146. Let me express the hope that the conclusions
reached by the Security Council in the implementation
of itstioble mandate willbe dlrected towardsthat: obJ ece
tlve

147 The PRESIDENT [m?erpretanon frDm Rus:
sian]: The next speaker is the representative of Gua-
temala. I invite him to take aplace:at the-Council: Iable
and to make his statement.



148. Mr. FAJARDO-MALDONADO - (Guatemala)

[interpretation from Spanish]: First of-all I should like

on-behalf of my delégation to congratulate you, Sir, on
your assumption to the presidency. We are sure that
under your leadership the work of the Council will be
successful. Similarly I wish to express my: gratitude to

the represemative of Peru, Mr. Javier: Arias Stella, for.

the able and effective way in which he conducted the
delicate business of the Council during his term.

149. My deléegation has followed with interest and
concern this further-debate on the delicate situation in
Central America in this major body of the United Na-
tions. We have listened.to the statements and views of

various delegations and we are concerned to see that,

with-the call for a meeting of the Security Council to

country is confident that it is in that context that we as
Central Americans, ina constructive manner and acting
in good faith, must seek solutions to our current prob-
lems and dlfferences :

152. My country now, wishes to make an appeal for
reconciliation among Central Americans. Let us con-
tinue to work within the Contadora framework. with
resolution and patience to achieve peaceful coexistence
and to settle our differences, Let us strengthen the
peace initiative that we have been offered by our frater-
nal countries in Latin America, members of the Con-

. tadora Group, and let us not allow hegemonistic and

. discuss the: Central. American crisis, our region has -

, beencaught up-in-this interminable vortex, this classic
East-West confrontation, so that the negotiations and
peace efforts being carried out within the Contadora:
frameworkare beingseriously jeopardized. Hence, asa
member of the Central American family, Guatemala.is.
directly: affected by the regional crisis. Aware of the
historic liniks that bind the countries of the tegion, and
of ‘the need to- maintain and strengthen those links
through the peaceful setflement of regional disputes,
weconsiderit our htghest responsrbrhty to express our
Government’s point of view in this:important United
Nations forum in the hope that wé can thus contribute
to a peaceful political negotrated solution for Central
America. ~

150. My country, asa foundmg Memberof the Umted

Nations, agreed to, observes andadheres to the princi-
ples:on which it was established and which are today
embodied in its constituent Charter. In particular, we
wish to mention the maintenance of intérnational peace
and security, respect for the soverelgn equality of
States, the peaceful settlement of international dis-
putes, rejection of the threat or use of force against the

territorial ifitegrity or political independence of any,

State, the right of peoples-to self-determination, non-
intervention or non-interference in the internal affairs
of other States andthe rightto free navigation and trade
in international waters, as set forth.in: Security Coun-
cil resolution. 540 (1983) on' another situation. Simi-
larly, Guatemala adheres. to-the 21 Contadora objec-
tives endorsed .in September of last year [S/I6041,

annex], including the rejection of terrorism and subver-
sion as a basis for any comprehensive: negotlated set-
tlement in Central America. . e ,

151. B'ee'_au;se of all those principles: and owing to its
deep commitmentto Central Americanism, my country
has. remained outside the arms race problem and the
problem of the-exportation of armed groups and intends
to continue with that policy so as to make a positive

extracontinental conflicts which are foreign to our,
interests and which in no ‘way contribute to our devel-.

" opment to ‘sweep us up in the ongomg confrontatron

they sustam TR SR

153. Fmally, my Govemment Wlshes to reafﬁrm rts
support for the Contadora Group. We completely sup-
port General Assembly resolution 38/10-and hope that
the Security Council will further the peace efforts being
made in this forum. The problems are those of Central
America and Latin America; they are comprehensive
and must be negotiated. It is-for us toresolve them. The-
United Nations must help to create the condmons con-
ducive to lasting peace 1n the region. . ..

154 The PRESIDENT [mterpretatzon from -Rus-
sian]: The next speaker is the representative of Afghan-
istan. I invite him‘to take a place at the Councrl table
and to make his statement. .

155. Mr. ZARIF (Afghanistan): _‘Earlierj this week
I had an opportunity most warmly to congratulate you,

- Sir, on your assumption of the high office of President.

of the Security Council. However, I should like now to
express our admiration and thanks for the brilliant man-
ner in which you have so far conducted the Counctl’
work T ST s

156 The already tense sxtuatron i Central Amertca
has taken an ominous-turn for the.worse. The main
cause behind. this dangerous change is, as always, the
stepped-up United States imperialist intervention.in the
internal affarrs of the countries of the reglon

157. Umted States mterventton in Nrcaragua is. betng
carried out practically on all fronts. The armed inter-
vention which once had the form of isolated provo-
cations and ‘occasional - subversive: -actions .against
Nicaraguan border-villages by.the former Somozist.
National Guard bandits has now: been developed intoa
large-scale undeclared war launched by-a mercenary
legion of the CIA which is highly organized, well

~ trained and fully equipped with sophisticated light and

contribution in the search for a peaceful settlement -

to the situation. which at: present. prevails in Central
American countries: Hence we:believe, indeed insist,
that the Contadora Group is the regional body that
we have chosen-and which must be strengthened: My
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heavy weaponry. The CIA mercenaries have invaded
Nicaragua from the north, the south, the Atlantic coast
and the Pacific coast. They have chosen as:their targets:
defenceless villages, agricultural plantations, public
service institutions such as schools and:-hospitals, and
economic installations. They forcibly: displace the vil-



lagers, destroy their houses and burn their crops. To
carry out those acts of aggression they make contin-
uous use of high-powered speed-boats, helicopters
and small planes.

158. Economic pressures that started with the cessa-
tion of all: United States economic assistance to Nic-
aragua by the Reagan Administration have now been
elevated to the level of an all-out economic blockade.

159. Coupled with: all those is the psychological and
propaganda warfare waged at all levels to discredit the
revolutionary gains of the Nicaraguan people.

160. The modest hope for stabilization and tranquil-
lity in the region which was created with the endeav-
ours and proposals of the Contadora Group faded away
because of the negative attitude adopted by the United
States Administration and the pressures ithas exerted
on its regional lackeys.

161. The situation recently acquired a new and very
explosive dimension as a result of the mining of Nic-
araguan territorial waters around the important sea-
ports of Corinto and Sandino. These mines which have
been laid in'a 50-kilometer belt across Lake Nicaragua,
from Sapoa River to-the town of Col6n, have already
destroyed or damaged 10 cargo ships and fishing boats.
Among those damaged were Panamanian, Soviet,
Liberian, Japanese and Dutch-registered vessels. The
mining of Nicaraguan territorial waters by CIA mer-
cenaries constitutes not only an act of intervention
and aggression against that country but also poses a
grave danger to. international navigation. The inter-
national: community should vehemently condemn-this
brazen act of aggression against Nicaragua by the
United States.

162. The Peace, Friendship and Solidarity Organiza-
tion of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan has
issued a statement on the recent escalation of the
United. States dirty undeclared war against Nicaragua
in which the United States Administration is strongly
condemned foritsacts of aggression. The statement has
reiterated full support to and complete solidarity with
the fraternal people of Nicaragua in their struggle to
defend their independence, sovereigrty and territorial
integrity and the proud achievements of their revo-
lution.

163. The people and Government of the Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan fully asspciate: themselves
with-the legitimate concern of the pgople and Govern-
~ mefitof Nicaragua, which was eloquently.echoed in this
Council by Mr. Chamorro Mora, the representative of
Nicaragua.

164. We demand the cessation-of all imperialist inter-
ference and intervention in the internal affairs of Nic-
aragua and other countries of the region. The Security
Council should take appropriate measures to putanend
to the-acts of aggression by the United States: against

Nicaragua. Every effort must be made to revive the
process of diplomatic contacts initiated by the Con-
tadora Group with a view to finding:a lasting peaceful
solution to the problems of the region.

and through you, the other members of the QQUnCLI for
extending to.my delegation the privilege of participating
in the debate of the Council on the item.before it,

166. Sir John THOMSON (United Kingdom): Al-
though you, Mr. President, like myself and one or two
of our neighbours, suffer under the disability of rep-
resenting a delegation that does not begin with ‘P> but
with *“U,” you have already set us an excellent exam-
ple by asking us to be brief in our congratulations.
1 therefore congratulate your heartily on whatyou have
already done and on what I anr sure you will do, and,
similarly, I repeat what I said a few days ago about'the
skill of our Peruvian colleague in leading the Council®
last month.

167. 1 must apologize, not only to my colleagues on
the Council for making a speech at this hour of'the
night, but also to the interpreters and the translatorsfor
making what is more or less an impromptuspeech. The
speech that Lhad prepared to give eitherthis gveningor
tomorrow—I was not sure which—is no longer wholly
relevant, and this. puts me—and I apologize for it—in
some difficulty. The reason for the difficulty is the
very recent amendments put forward to the: draft re-
solution that was submitted, I belicve, last night. These
amendments.are, I repeat, the reason for my-making an
ex tempare speech. :

' 168. The amendments are quite simple; there are-two
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of them, one to the last preambular paragraph.and the
other to. paragraph 1, and my delegation finds that in
part they are good and in part they are bad=or at any.
rate awkward.

169. 1 do not find difficulty with. the;amended pajfa-
graphs as they now stand in the text before us, Lwishito
make it quite clear that the United Kingdom-deplores
the mining of Nicaraguan waters, Responsibility-forthe
laying of mines-has been claimed by two.organizations
which have declared themselves. in opposition. to: the
Government of Nicaragua: The-mining opératiotis have
already caused damage to. merchant ships. of several
nationalities and injuries. to- merchant. seamen. Qur-
position is well known and consistent; as a maritime.
nation, we are committed to:freedom of navigation;
including innocent passage through the. territorial sea
and access. to foreign ports for: peaceful frade. We
deplore any threats to navigation, whenever and
wherever they occur. I reaffirm our adherence to-that.
principle.

170. .Having said that-—and Lrepeat thatthatisa very
clear, unequivocal and firm:position-on the.part of :/my
Government—we in the United Kingdom nevertheless
feel that the draft resolution: as it now stands. lacks

balance. '



171. I may have been under a misapprehension in the
lastfewdays, but I think [am entitled at this pointto.ask
what this debate is about. Our agenda, which we have
adopted at the beginning of: each: of these meetings,
refers to the letter from our colleague from Nicaragua,
and that letter {S/16449] says as follows:

*On specific instructions from my Governmernt,
Ihavethe honour to requesta meeting of the Security
Council as a matter of urgency and immediacy, in
orderto consider the-escalation-of acts-of aggression
currently. being perpetrated against my country.”

There was no specific reference to which acts of aggres-
sion, no specific reference, for example, to mining, in

ouragenda. But I think-no one doubted that mining was

oneof the matters which the Nicaraguan delegation-was

complaining about when it put forward thisletter which:

we as a Council adopted as. our agenda,

172. However, I think it is also fair for others. of us,
including my delegation, to have assumed. that this
wording which I have just read onf—*‘acts of aggres-
sion currently beingperpetrated againstmy country’—
referred to the other recent Nicaraguan letters. For
example, there were other letters: on 26 March,
27 March, 29 March and 2 April. If my colleagues will
excuse me, I would just like to quote briefly a few
passages here and there from these Nicaraguan letters
to illustrate why I had the impression that our debate
was abo,ut somethmg wider thati the mining question.

173. For €xample, the first of these letters [S!16439],
of 26 March, says in part:

“I:am writing to infornyow of the fo’llowing:

““Yesterday, 25-March 1984, at:3.30-a.m., a-group
of Honduran military petsontiel; of undetermmed
number, carried out afi- attack: fron- Hondirran ter-
ritory upon the umits of the Sandirnist People’s Army
situated:S:kilometres south=west of Somotillo, firing
40 rounds from 81-mm mortars. Fortunately, no

casualties resulted from:this criminal attack, which ‘

lasted between 20 and 30'«fiinutes.”

174. The nextletter [$/16240], of 27 March;, enclosed
a communiqué by the Govering Junta of National
Reconstruction dated 26 March; which covereda large:

number of‘points. It is a-two-page document, so T will

“not attempttoquote it-all, but, amongst.other things; it
said: “‘Thissituation, which bringseven closer<he:pos-

- sibility-of United Statesniilitary intervention-againstEl
Salvador and Nicaragua, has frustrated the efforts for
peace”’. [t goes-omnin another passage to-ask the United
States Government:

*1. To stop escalating the stationiing of troops-in
"Central. America and tor withdraw- the contingents
sent in in: the {ast few weeks to:join those alieady
stationed there, together with the espiomage aircraft,
aircraft-carriers and warships recently dispatched to
the region;
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2. To halt all military manoeuvres or exercises
in the region;

“3. " To end the escalation of the clandestine war
against Nicaragua which takes the form of air and sea
attacks and the mining of harbours;"

- “4_ To withdraw its request for the allocation of
- $21 million, which is at present under consideration
in the United States Congress.” '

175. Then when we come to the letter of 29 March‘
[S/16448] we find a sentence in the annexed commu-
niqué which rather worried my delegation. It says:

“The Government of Nicaragua confirms once
again its readiness to continue to struggle for peace in
the Central Americanregion and reiterates its appeal
to the international.community to provide Nicaragua
with the necessary technical and military means to
defend itself from the State terrorism unleashed by
the United States Government.”’

176. Then we come to the letter of 2 Aprﬂ [S/I 645 7]
which states:

I have the honour to inform you of the following:

“Yesterday, 29 March 1984, at 2.05 a.m., an
unspecified number of personnel of the Honduran
army attacked, from Honduras, the Catarina sector,
3kilometers south-west of La Ceiba and § kilometers
west of Somotillo, with rounds of small-arms and
81-mm mortar fire. Fortunately, no casualtxes resul-
ted from thls criminal act of aggresswn :

177. 1think that what I have briefly quoted from these
letters does entitle my delegation to think that this
debate was on a wider matter thanthie mining-question,
serious though the mining questionis; and I'was further
persuaded that this was the subject of the-debate by the
opening speech made by the representative of Nic-
aragua. That speech ranged over material which, unfor-
tunately, is all too familiar to the Council because we
have debated the matter on several previous occasions.
But amongst other things, there were, by my count,
nine pages of complaints before we reached the ques-
tion of mmmg

178. So,once again, I shouldjustiiketo affirm that my
delegation thought that this debate was about the prob-
lems of Central America. We thought that it was about
the problems of Central America as:put forward by
Nicaragua, but that other Central American countries,
other countries closely involved, and other members of
the Council would have something to say inr contribu-
tion, and indeed they did; we have heard a-number of
speeches in this debate.

179. And what have they been about? All these
speeches seem to me to have ranged over a very wide
area of international affairs. I even heard one speaker



this. evening referring to the stationing of missiles in
Europe. But we have certainly covered a great deal
about United States relationships with Central Amer-
ica, about internal Central American relationships,
about the relationship-of Central America to the four
Contadora Group countries. We have talked about the
importance of various principles: Article 2 of the Char-

ter, for example, which forbids intervention in the inter-.
nal affairs of other countries and calls for the peaceful-

settlement of disputes. We have talked about the appli-
cation of democratic principles to Central America. We
have talked about social and economic development in
Central America.

180 Solfeel that itisnot only theagendawe adopted
but the speeches we have heard, which led us to think
that we are dealing here with the whole problem of

Central America. For example, in.the very opening.

speech; we heard the following from our: colleague from
Nlcaragua

“‘On the.other hand we are absolutely certain that
our region is now in a particularly critical and difficult
périod and that at any time this could lead to a conflict
with serious. consequences >’ [See 2525th meeting,

. para. 26 1 :

As a matter of fact, my delegatxon thinks that that isa -

fairly accurate statement of the position; That, it seems
to us, is what this debate is really about.

181. The speech by the representative of: Nicaragua
was followed by a speech by the represerntative of the
United States which dealt with a large number of mat-
ters which really do not seem to be very adequately
reflectéd—if" they are at all—in the draft resolution
before us: Then, if we turn to the other parties involved

in this dispute, we-have just heard this evening apower- -

ful speech by the representative of Honduras, which
contained information that my delegation is not able to
verify or deny, such information as a'large number of
Cuban troops going to-Nicaragua, and so forth, Wealso
heard a speech ‘from the delegation of EI Salvador,
which was pretty critical of one of its fellow Central
American:countries. This evening we heard a speech
from the.representative of‘Costa Rica, who was point-
ing out to us the importance of not undermining the
Contadora:process and suggesting that perhaps it was
being undermined bythe way in which we were conduc-
ting this debate. Finally, we have just heard a powerful
speech from: the representatlve of Guatemala.

182. It seems to me, hstenmg to-all these speeches,
that this body is falling into the habit-—which 1 am afraid
is becoming ingrained—of producing results that do not
have.much relevance to the debate. One begins to won-
der whetherit is worth-our while having debates at all, if

we have long debates and then end up W1th somethmg :

that is not- congruent with them

183. I repeat that our present draft resolution does
not it seems to my delegation, match the scope of the
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debate or, indeed, of the Central American problem, In
the opinion of my delegation, the draftresolution before
us would have been improved if the final preambular
paragraph and paragraph 1 as originally. circulated in
the provisional version had been amended. |

184, Now members will see why I began by saying
that the changes reflected in the version of the draft

resolution just circulated have put me in some dif-

ficulty: although.as amended they are acceptable to.my

delegation, the original wording of the provisional text

would, we thought, have been:improved if to. the final

preambular paragraph— '

“Noting also with deep concern the mining of Nic-
araguan ports and other attacks, as well as-overtand
covett hostile acts and threats against Nicaragua,”—

‘had been added *‘and other States in Central America”.

185. Similarly, in paragraph I of the provisional ver-
sion, where ‘'we called for ‘‘an immediate end to-all
threats, attacks and overt and covert hostile acts
against the sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity of Nicaragua®, we should have preférredito
say %ot just Nicaragua, but *‘the Stafes of Central
America”. And, indeed, it seemed to us that there was
indeed much purpose in calling for animmediate end'to
all threats, attacks and overt and covert hostile acts:
against the sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity of all States of Central America. I'cannot very -
casily believe that any delegation represented around
this table would have opposed that; surely-thisisapoint
on which we are all agreed, and my delegation would
have liked to have said so.

186. 1In short, it seems to us that it.is wrong to deal

~only with. the mining question, though it is perfectly

right that we should deal with. the mining question, It
is wrong, we feel; to deal with the interests of only:one
of the countncs mvolved in the sxtuauon in: Central
Amenca

187. Sir, I recall the declaration your predeces-
sor made on behalf of all of us only last week
{2524th meeting] on -another very serious matter,
namely, the use-~verified by the Secretary-General’s
group of .experts—of chemical weapons. But when we:
discussed this matter, and when we:agreed on the-dec-
laration that was issued by your predecessor, we put
that in-the context of the: whole situation which was
occurring there. I'should have liked to'do the same sort
of thmg on this occasion.

188. AIways w1th the same obJect in vxew, we. aLso
find other problems with this draft resolution, We
should have liked to see more balance. The draftresolu-
tionrefers to Security Council resolution.530 (1983) and
to General Assembly resolution 38/10; but it refers to
them selectively. Hence it seemis. to- us. that it lacks
balance, and we believe that the draft resolution.could.
be improved in a way that would command general



consent at this table. For example; webelieve it would
have been improved had it reflected Assembly resolu-
tion 38/10 more accurately ard€ully—for example, by
the addition.of the following paragraphs, which I shall
quote verbatim, The sixth pTeambuIarparagraph would
read. as follows:

“Mindful of the necessity of promoting. the
achievementof peace on a sound basis, which would
makepossible a genuine democratic process; respect

for human rights, and etonomic: and social devel-
opment,”’

and:paragraph 5 would'read:

“Notes:with satisfaction.that.the countries of the.
region have agreed to take-measures leadmg to the:
establishment and; where approptiate, the improve-
ment of democrafic, representative and- pluralistic
systems which will guarantee efféctive. popular: par-
ficipation. in decl,sxon-makmg and ensure the free
access of various currents-of opinion to honest and
periodic electoral processes based on the full obser-
vance-of civil rights, .emphasizing that the strengths
ening.of democratic institutions. is closely linked to-
evolution and advances:achieved in the sphere of
economic development and:social ju:st_ifce;”.

189. FEurthermore, we bef“éve that we: might not only
havereflected more accurately the resolutions cited in:
this draft resolution but also some of the wise words:
uttered only recently, on 28 March, by the Presidént of
Mexico; Mr. Miguel de laMadrid; which-were quoted in
the statement of the representative of Mexico, as
follows:

** “Itispossible forcountries bordering on the area of
conflict and generally interested:in the solution of
problems that might evenmally involve them to play
anactiveand importantroleinrestoring dialogue and
negotiation, thus relieving tension and restoring:
peace. It is equally important that-the countries in-
volved, directly or indirectly, in-a regional conflict;
should:refrain from- takitig-action that could exacer-
bate that conflict, should: renourice hegemonistic
aspirations and should -not engage:in interference or
destabilization actions.

‘e 8

** ‘Latin Americanegds.a stable-and pluralistic Cen-
tral America which can fit into the patterns of: ¢o-
operation and enrich: the joint endeavours of the
region.”

Hear, heart

** ‘The path to achieving that is
dialogue and: negotiation, based on respect for
nationalidentities-and forms of expression, and'it is
certainly:not the path of confrontation and conflict,
of déstabilizing actions-or the imposition-of models.

s clearly one: of:

designed elsewhere by those who think that they
know better than the Central Americans themselves
what Central Americans want and.should have v
[See 2527th meeting, para. 76.]

Well, that is the authentic voice of the only member of”
the Contadora Group who has spoken in this-debate; as
far as T am aware, and I think we might have tried’ to,
reflect that statement in the draft resolution.

190. 1 know that we all support the two resolutions
that are cited—Security Council resolution 530.(1983)
and General Assembly resolution 38/10—and we:are
very glib in citing previous resolutions; it is something
we are all trying-to do all the time. But I think we should.

_pay special attention to the circumstances in which

Assembly resolution 38/10 was negotiated. All of us-
must remember sitting around for a whole morning and
all through lunch-time twiddling our thumbs while-the
delegations most closely concerned negotiated itstext,
and there was a gréat deal of dissatisfaction as all'our: -
stomachs got emptier. But when they came-up with an
agreed text, which was then accepted by:acclamation,
we all thought it had been worth while and we all
applauded them. And I do not like the feeling that this
resolution, which was achieved not only by consensus
of the countries most closely concerned but also by
consensus of the entire Genetal Assembly, should, ina
sense, be undercut by our selective quotation and by
not being fully and fairly reflected. ‘

191. I come to what is really my- main -€ssential posi-=
tive point. In listening to this debate, in reading the:
statéements when I'was unable to be: presenthere, Ihave:
got the strong impression-that there is one thmg thatss;
common to virtually all the speeches: that is, support:
for the Contadora process and support for the 21 points
ofthe Document of Objectives [S/16041, annex]. These
are very important matters which, as I said; seem tobe.
of general acceptance not only to the menibers-of the
Council but also to members of the General:Assembly
who-were invited to speak here and whohave stressed,
for example, free elections, pluralism, democratic pro-
cesses, human rights and economic and social develop--
ment. Surely, all these things are part of the whole:
problem-of Central America, and they should ' be re-
flected in this draft resolution. And let us remember
that we are dealing not just with a problem—because
that sounds a bit abstract—but with a problem-about
people, people who have sufféred a great deal and fora-
long.time. In my personal estimation, despite some-of
the statements in this debate, we are not really dealing
with:a great East-West dispute here—which we quite
often do:get into. We- are really dealing with a.much
more local situation. which the people-of Central Amer-
ica unfortunately find themselves in but which, we:
believe, they can cope with. And here [-refer againto
the concludmg words of the statement of thé President
of Mexico 1 quoted earlier to the effect that Central
Americans can find Central Ametican solutions.

192. We found a great deal in the. analysls the repre-
sentative of the United States quoted at the begmnmg of



the debate [2525th meeting}—the Kissinger Report. We
fournid that very persuasive. One does nothave to agree
with every word of it, but there is a lot in that report
with which I have not heard any delegation setiously
disagree.

193. So-we had hoped that the Council at the end of
this debate would produce a resolution, a presidential
statemerit, or whatever, that would be really construc-
tive and not in any way vindictive. We had also hoped
for all:these elements I have mentioned to:be reflected
in the present draft resolution so that we would have a
truly. balanced statement making. it-easier for. the four
countries.of the Contadora Groupto exercise theirvery
valuable function in-bringing the five-Central American
countries into agreement. _

194. We find that missing from the:draftresolution as

itnow stands. Therefore, 1 must say that my-delegation,
.indisappointment, wxll abstain when the:draft is- put to

the vote. , :

195. The PRESIDENT linterpretation Sfrom: Rus-
sign): 1: should: now like to: speak in my capacity
as representative of the UKRAINIAN SOVIET
SQCIALIST REPUBLIC. :

196, * The Sec_ur_it,y Council is considering a matter
which: affects a vital aspect of the life of ‘any State: or
people: the right to an independent and sovereign.exist-

ence in conditions of peace and security without any

foreign interference in.its internal affairs. That right is
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and in
other fundamental international legal documents. Any
directorindirect violation'of that rightnecessarily leads
to'lawlessness in international relations:

197. THhe: statements made by most delegations have
proved cogently that the Security Countil is dealing
with precisely the: kind of wilfulness where generally
acknowledged norms and principles of international
law are: being ignored and flouted. Simply because the
present Government of Nicaragua+s not tothe liking of
the United States-—as has frequently been stated by the
latter’s representatives in-the Security Council—the
United States has set itself the goal of overthrowing
that Government

198: An'atte’mpt hasbeen made toprove tous that the
Government of this Central American: couritry alleg-
edly represents some kind of threat fo the. United
Stares; something that country cannot tolerate. May
I recall: that the same kind of putative threat was men-
tioned by the United States in the case of Grenada,
against which.it directed its regular milifary units.

199. There is every reason to-assume that thie United
States.is planning precisely the same kind of operation
inithe case of Nicaragua. However, for the time being it
prefers to do this: through. third parties; using hostile
elements from among: the followers of Somoza and
other disaffected ﬂements. The training and: mlhtary
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supplying of these forces has been carried ont by: Lhe

-United States at a cost of tens ofrmlhons of dollars, and

the size of this *‘American assistance’’, as it is opetnly
referred to by the President of the Umted'States and his
Secretary of Defence, will grow. As far.as the represen-
tatives of the United States at: the United Nations-are
concerned, they have openly tried to:provide a veneer
of dlplomatlc respectability for their intervention in
Nicaragua’s internal affairs.

200. An undeclared war is being waged against that
country and its people, and every day: it is assumiing
increasingly threatening and serious dimensions,
gravely menacing peace and security in Central Amer-
icaand in the world as a whole. The large-contingents of
naval and air-force landing units that have been: sent
one after the other towards the coasts of Nicatraguaare
meant to serve a policy of intimidation. The mano¢u-
vres that have become a permanent féeature of this
region are intended to create a military infrastructure
with the building of airports, bases, munitions dumps
and so on. No sooner hadthe Big Pine II manoeuvres,
which had lasted for six months near the frontiers. of
Nicaragua and which had. involved the landing of
United States and Honduran soldiers, come:to-an:¢nd
than they were succeeded by the Granadero: I and
Ocean Venture 84 manoenvres. According to informa-
tion from the Pentagon, these will involve the participa-
tion of 33,000 United States troops. How can wefail'to -
recall that it was precisely the Ocean Venture 81 ma-
noeuvres that were used as a dress rehearsal fof the
eventual invasion of Grenada.

201. A new and extremely menacing developmenthas
been the United States atfempt to set up: a marine
blockade around Nicaragua. The approaches to: its
ports have been strewn: with various kinds of mines,

“which merchant ships from Panama, the Netherlands,

the Soviet Union, Liberia, Japan and commercial'and
fishingvessels from Nicaragua have foundered on. This
is a gross transgression of the traditional. usages. of
international-navigation and trade. These actions can-
not be termed anything but an-act of pn‘acy and inter-
national terrorism. .

202. Surely the representatives of the United States.
do-not seriously believe that the international comfnu-
gity is so naive as to believe their assertions: fhat
all these mines are simply hand-made -and have bgen:
placed there by some casual bystanders. Incontrovert-
ible data has been cited here demonstrating that the
most: sophisticated kinds of technical methods: were
used in mining the ports. The nature and size of:the
attacks on merchant ships en route fo Nicaragua-have
quite clearly indicated that they have been carriedout.
at United States expense and with the direct participa-
tion of organizations and persons controlled by the
United States Government, which is directly responsi-
ble: for these criminal acts

203. In the opinion of the delegaﬁon ofthe Ukrainian:
SSR, the Security Council should firmly: condem’ﬁ acts



of: aggression against the sovereigfy, independence
and:territorial integrity of Nicaragua. and reaffirm the
right of the Nicaraguan people to- determine: its own
future, free from foreign interference. Particularly rep-
rehensible is the mining of the ports and territorial
waters of Nicaragua, since it represents a further stage
in:the terrorism that seriously threatens the freedom of
navigation and trade and is a gross violation of the
ggneraﬁy recognized norms of international law. The

ecurity Council should require the United States
immediately to cease all hostile actions against Nic-
aragud; Maximum use should'be made of the efforts the
States of the Contadora Group, which are aimed at
securing a peaceful settlement of the cnnﬂnct inCentral
‘America,

204; The Ukrainian SSR is firmly: agamst United
‘States intervention in the internal affairs of Nicaragua
and:affirms its complete solidarity with the heroic Nic-
araguan people.

205. I shall now re'su,m“é. my functions as PRES:
IDENT of the Coungil.

206. Mr. CHAMORRO' MORA. (Nicaragua) [inter-
pretation from Spanish): I wish to-make it clear to the
members of the Council that I had réquested to speak
Gefore [ heard the statement of therepresentative of the
United Kingdom, since I considered it important to
provide additional information, as I-have been doing
throughout the debate. Buthaving heard his statement,
I believe it important to make a few: brief references to
what he said, which, in. our- opifion, was almost an
explanation: of vote. .

207. First, the representative of the United Kingdom
mentipned our letter in which we requested the con-
vening of these meetings: of* the: Council [S/16449].
I should'like to read it out to hitm:and I request him to
ﬁsten carefully and he willunderstand that our request
was ‘‘in- order to consider the estalation of acts of
aggressxon currently being perpetcated agamst my
country””.

208. We have been-clear from the-time we called for a
meeting that it was to discuss. the acts of aggression

against Nicaragua, that there Had been various such.

dacts, and among them the mining-ofithe ports has now

assumed extraordinary significance because of its-

scope and its origin.

209. I wish-alsotosay that we are gaware<hat Central
American. problems are multiple andcomplex. We are
aware that the way in which-we mustdeal with them and
~the solution we must find for them also-has to be multi-
ple-and complex in nature. Hence, we thereforehave to
explore:every possible form:and make every possible
peace effort, precisely in order to arrive at:a compre-
hensive seftlement of the problems: affecting Central
America; In this-respect Nicaragua has never objected
to the problems of Central America being discussed in
the Security Council, which is the most appropriate

body for discussing problems affecting international
peace and security. We do not object to this. Further,
we would urge the representative of the United King-
dom to suggest to the United States or any country in
Central America—if he deems it appropriate—that it
come here and complain of any situation confronting it,
even if it is a situation caused by my country’s actions;
let it complain of -that too. We agree with that com-
pletely. We would be the first member of the Council to
support such arequest, if the United States or any othier
member of the Council should decide at any time that
there was a need to discuss here in the Security Council.
any other specific issue of Central: America. However,
what we are discussing today are the acts of aggression
bemg committed agamst Nxcaragua

210. _'Ehe representatxve of the United Kingdom also

made reference to the communiqué of Nicaragua’s

.Governing Junta of National Reconstruction distrib=

uted to Council members and mentioned some of its
paragraphs, among them, those referring to the appeal
for military co-operation which my country publicly
made in order to defend itself against the undeclared
war and the military and trade blockade it is now facing.
I wish to-say to him and to the rest of the internationat
community that this appeal has just been repeated in
another commumqué we are sendmg to the- Securlty
Council. - : _

211. We sincerely hope that among those countries
responding to this appeal will be the United Kingdomi.
Perhaps it could send us some minesweepers tq clean
up our coasts. We would be very grateful to the United
Kingdom.if it could help us in this endeavour, knowing
the facilities his country enjoys and that during the
Second World War the United Kingdom was one of
those countries receiving military co-operation from
others in order to defend itself against Nazi aggression.
I seem to remember also that the United States leased
the United Kingdom aircraft at a nominal sum of a
dollar or so in order that it could defend itself against.
bombings from:which, unfortunately, his country was:
suffering at the time. ,

212. We hope that, once we come to vote on the draft:
resolution we have presented to the Council for its
consideration=—which to our mind precisely reflects the

- actions of which Nicaragua has complained and is suf-

fering at present—the United Kingdom will be one of
the countries that will be in a position to. vote in favour,
taking into account the fact that,-among other things, it
condemns the mining of the ports and refers to the need
to respect the right to free trade and navigation which
should prevail in every region of the world. Further-
more, there have been other resolutions adopted in the
Security Council along the same lines—1I seem to recall
resolution 540 (1983)—on which the United Kingdom
was able to vote in favour.

213. Tlalsowish to referto some statements—as Lhave
already done on a previous occasion—of American and



other politiciang, to the effect that the aggression is
having an impact on1 the problems of Central America.
These problems are complex, wide-ranging and needful
of resolution. I think that it is not just the acts of
aggression committed against Nicaragua thathave to be
resolved; that is but one aspect, albeit the mostimpor-
tant one under-discussion at the moment. But there are
other aspects that in the long run will have to be re-
solved, either through the Security Council, the Gen-
eral Assembly or the Contadora Group, whose efforts,
we:-hope, will be. successful.

. 214.  In this connection I shall mention certdin state-
~mentsmade by the Secretary-General during his visit to
Panama a few days ago, because during the debate
some few seemed to wish to place the Central American
problem within the context of the East-West crisis. To
our mind, this is not in keeping with: the reality pre-
vailing in our region, nor is it at the root of the:problems
besetting us, The fact is that because:of these problems

there are civil wars being waged in some Latin Amer- -

ican countries, for example, in El Salvador.

215; The Secretary-General said that the Central
American crisis: was. very complex and that, to his
regret, there were elements that were hampering the

peaceefforts of the Contadora Group. He also said that -

the Contadora Group’s approach to-the:regional prob-
lems was correct because what was fundamental to the
crisis in that region were its economic and social as-
pects. At the same time, he mentioned that all acts of
interference in the internal affairs of Central American
countriés were deplorable. :

216. Recently, President de la Madrid, in expressing
some- views on the Central American issues; men-
tioned; among other things, that the problemof Central
Americamust be resolved by Central Americans them-
selves free from foreign interference from whatever
source.

have been long debates in: the United States: Senate
about military assistance to Central'‘Ametica, including
those which I mentioned in my. two earlier interven-
tions. I'shall quote a few statements which, according
to the press; have been made in the: Senate in-the past
few days. ‘

218. Senator: Sasser, in an attempt to. explain why

Congress is:reluctant to take drastic measures to halt

the incessant call for-funds by the Reagan Administra-
tion:to carry on the war in Central ‘America, said:

““There{s areluctance around here tobe too asser-

blamed by the Administration: for losing Central
Armierica ifthings go awry there.”

219." The New York Timeson3 April alsotold us about
some-aspects of the debate originated in the Senate by

Senator Kennedy’s introduction of some-amendni¢tits.
I shall quote Senator Inouye, who said:

““L{ind myself sadly supporting funds for military
assistance. If I ever felt thatthe $21 million werethe.
amount which would prevail here, I would be on-gour:
side.”

Recalling the Administration’s original request, which
was for $92 million, Senator Inouye added; *“You:can
kill less people with $62 million than with $92'million.”’

220.. According to The New York Times Colotiel
James D. Strachan said, “‘There is increasing under-
standing in the region that the Nicaraguan threaf is
regional, calling for regional: co-operation. and:a re=
gional solution.’’ I ask members of the Council whether:
that is not a real threat to my country from a-colonelin:
the United States Army.

221. 1 wish next to réfer to: a short article that
appeared in The Christian Science Monitor today, pre-
cisely about the request for this convening ofithe Secu-
rity Council by Nicaragua, It said at the end:

*“The resolution will have no trouble getting at
least nine votes on the 15-member Security Council:
It is not clear whether the United States will vetoor-

- - support the resolution.”’—We, of'course, would{ike

the United States to support it.—‘*A veto might in-
dicate the US harbors aggressive intefitions fo-
ward Nicaragua, one Western diplomat says.”

222. Ishall nowreferbriefly to other statementsmade
during the debate on Nicaragua’s complaint about the
acts of aggression against our country.

223. A few representatives said that the conveningof
these meetings, their results and other aspects t‘eﬁﬁéd’
to- hamper and. jeopardize the Contadora. process.
I should like to ask the international community:
whethera peace process caribe harfipered, paralysed or
obstructed by a request from a country which is suf-
fering aggression to.a body responsible for the mainte-
nance of international peace and security.

224, 1should also like:to ask whether it was not pre-
cisely the efforts of Nicaragua, both in the Security
Council and in the General Assembly—despitethefact
that the same arguments. wére advanced-and the same: -
accusations were made, that we were trying toimpede:
the Contadora process—that led to Security Council
regsolution 530.(1983) and General Assembly-resolution.
38/10.

225. Lastly, I should like to ask whether, otithe con-
trary, the negotiating process, whether that of theCon-
tadoraGroup or of any other group; is-not being fiam-
pered'by the carrying.out of military: mafioguvres; by
the:establishment of military bases and by the-opposis
tion by certain countries of the regionfo-animmediate
moratorium on the shipment of arms to the cegion.
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-Incidentally, my country was the oIy one to agree to-

such a freeze when the ContadoraGioup suggested it:
Iwonder whether the Contadora peace-process is being
hampered by the justified alarm of Nicaragua, which
comes here to complain-of the aggression.and the mili-
“tary and ¢ommercial‘blockade that it is suffering at the
hands of a great Power, or, on the contrary, by that
- great Power, the United States, and its<continuing mili-
tary presence in Central America with its warships; its
manoeuvres and its troops on the territory of Hondu-
ras, and by its mining of our ports, thus blockading us.

226.. Even theleast sophisticated should be able to
understand that it is the perpetrator of acts of aggres-

sion and-niilitary actions who is really agamst a nego-‘

tiated political solutxon

227. - Finally, I recall that. in my two prev1ous state-
ments I'put two specific questions tothe United States
delegation. Those questions. appear in the official re-
cords of the Council, but so far they have not been
answered. [should like an-answer, if the {Jnited States
delegation is in a position to answer me. I should also
like to know when the United States will hear the uni-
versal.cry and halt its acts of aggressxon and the dirty,
undeclared war that it is wagmg against my country.

228, The PRESIDENT [mterpretanon from Rus-
sian]: Members of the Council have received the text of
adraft resolution presented by Nicaragua, contained in
document S/16463. If there is no objection, I shall now
put the draft resolution to-the vote.

229. I shall first call on.those representatives who
wish to speak in explanation- of vote before the vote.

230. Mr. van der STOEL (Netherlands): Before we
proceed to:the vote I should.like to point out that my
delegation continues to have reservations concerning
‘the draft resolution as it stands. Indeed, we listened
with great sympathy to the suggestions for improve-
ment of the text made just now by the representative of
the United Kingdom.

231. In this connection I should: also like to make
particularreference to the fourth preambular paragraph
because it smgles out one admittedly important, but
nevertheless just one, element of General' Assembly
resolution 38/10. As I'had occasion to-indicate earlier
in-our debate, we feel that all-—1I repeat, all—the aims
of the Document of Objectives must form the basis for
a peaceful settlement of the problems besetting the
region. I need not emphasize. that my Government
attaches particular imiportance to the establishment
and improvement of democratic, representative and
pluralistic systems of Governmentwhich will guarantee
effective popular partxcxpatxon in decxsxon-makmg and
ensure freeaccessfor the various currents of opinion to
honestand periodic expressions of the will of the people
based-on full observance of civil'and political rights.

1232, Havingsaid that, Imay remind the Council of thie
long-standing and firm comntitment of my country to

1233.

the principle of free navigation. This commitment and

“the importance we attach to it has made us decide to

vote in favour of the draft resolution before us notw1th-
standing the reservatlons I have just'expressed.

'Mr ‘KHALIL (Egypt) [mterpretanon ﬁ'om
Arabic]: The fact of the matter is that the Egyptian
delegation would have preferred some time to be made
available for us to.consult-on the draft resolution that is
now to be put to the vote. We had hoped that a text
could be arrived at that would be generally accepted by
the Council and would better reflect resolution: 530

-(1983) and General Assembly resolution 38/10, which

was adopted unammously Unfortunately we have not
had that opportunity.

234, In its statement yesterday [2528th meeting] my
delegation was at pains to point out that the States of
Central America are facing social, economic and polit-
ical challenges that cannot be overcome except by the
creation of a regional'atmosphere:in the area that wou;d
break the circle of violence and counter-violence and
be based on the rejection of the use or threat of force
and the rejection of confrontation and intervention in
the internal affairs of other States, which would have

- accorded with the principles of good-nexghbourhneSS

25

and respect for the sovereignty of the region’s States,
their mdependence and territorial mtegnty '

235. ' In the cxrcumstances we wish to‘stress that it is
our understanding that the last two: preambular. para-
graphs are closely linked. On that basis weshall vote in
favour of the draft resolution.

236." Asamatterof factthe Egyptian delegation would
have preferred the language of some of the other para-
graphs to be more balanced thanthey are, in which'case:
they might have contributed to the result of the Coun-
cil’s discussion of the issues by lessening tension and
breakmg the circle of violence in Central America. In
our opinion that is the one aim that should be put before
all others

237 We say thls despxte all the dlfficultles that ar¢ stxll
facing the Contadora Group. We smcerely hope that
their constructlve efforts w1ll contmue and wxll be re«
vived.

238. Mr. SORZANO (United States of Ameri_ca):
I desire to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption-of
the presidency and to express our confidence that you
will conduct the affairs of the Council with-fairness and
efficiency. I also desire to express the satisfaction of my
Government with the skill with which your predeces-
sor, the representative of Peru, Mr; Javier Arias Stella,
conducted the affairs of the Council durmg the month of
March. ‘ .

239. The draft resolution before :us is senously
flawed. Above all it lacks balance and fairness. It is not
well suited to the purposes it ostensibly seeks to serve,
notably the peace of the area. In an area rent by vio-



lence, it expresses. concern about only one kind of
violence and against only one target.

240. The United States would have no problem with
this draft resolution if it were .concerned with all the
violence in the region, if its object were respect for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all the countries
of the region and not just Nicaragua. But this draft
resolution expresses. no concern for the many attacks
on El Salvador or on El Salvador’s electoral process or
for the continued violation of that country’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity by Nicaragua’s conti-
nuing shipment of arms to the Salvadorian guerrillas. It
expresses no concern for the repeated violations of the
borders of Honduras or Costa Rica. Surely the inter-
national community also has an interest in these.

241. This draft resolution therefore is seriously un-
balanced. The rush to.decision by the Council is itself
an example of seriously unbalanced concern.

242. The Counci! hadbefore itlast week an attack on
the Sudan by Libya. The evidence was clear, as many
members of the Council understood. But the Council
took no: action. The Council has had before it two
attacks by Libya on Chad. But the Council has taken no
action. The Council has had before it: the appalling
tragedy of the Irandraq war, with children sent into
battle unarmed and with chemical. weapons used in
violation of international agreements. But the Counc1l
has not been able to act decisively.

243. Today, however, the Council is.able to act—not
in opposition to crimes against human beings but.out of
concern for actionsagainst property; not out of concern
for human beings denied freedom or self-determination
or out of concern for peace in Central America, but in
response to the demands of a country which violates its
promises to its own people, violates its. promises to the
Organization of American States, violates its neigh-
bours’ borders, attempts to destroy the march towards
democracy in the region and ignores every. principle of
good-neighbourliness.

244. Apparently the only crime against the peace that
the Security Council is concerned with is mining. Not
bombing, as in Sudan; not shelling, as in Costa Rica;
not in child sacrifice or gassing, as in the Iran-Iraq
war; not infiltrating and subverting, as in El Salva-
dor; not invading, as in Chad; not occupying, pillaging
or burning, as in Afghanistan; not yellow rain, as
against defenceless South-East Asian. populations.
Only mining, How extraordinary that the prohibitions
of the Charter should-have been reduced to one simple
- negative.

245. Theactions taken here today do not advance the

247. The United States will not acquiesce in such a
resolution. In voting against this draft resolution we
reaffirm.our commitment to peace in-Central.America,
to regional negotiations leading to regional settlements,
to the demilitarization of the region, to mutual respect
for sovereignty and secure borders, the withdrawal .of
all foreign military personnel, respect for therule of law
and the establishment of democratic institutions based

- on free and periodic elections.

248. We hope that the members of the Council voting
for this draft resolution will note, as they recommend
the Contadora process, that Nicaragua declined yester-

- day to attend the meeting of the Contadora. Working

cause of peace. They do not address the problems of the

region, They do not address, much less protect, the
principles of the Charter.

246. Instead, Nicaragua comesto the Council seeking
not peace but seeking the right of repression at home
and apggression abroad with impunity.
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Commissions, so busy were they trying to subvert that
very process. Today, with this draft resolution; it
further damages the single best hope for peaceful set-
tlement of the region’s problems.

249. Naturally, the United States will vote no.

250. Mr. GAUCI (Malta): We would have preferred
just a little more time for consultations on the fext
now being put to the vote so as to have made a final
effort to-achieve consensus by broadening the terms of
thedraft resolution. We realize, however, that the mat-
ter is urgent and that perfection is not easily achieved
under pressure.

‘251. We believe that the text, as now amended; is
positive enough to deserve our support, and we: shall
vote accordingly. In doing so we take comfort from the
fact thatall who have explained their votehave peacein
Central America and the role of the Contadora Group.as
the major considerations.

252. The PRESIDENT ({interpretation from Rus-
sian]: 1 shall now put to the vote the draft resolution in
document $/16463.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

Infavour: China, Egypt, France, India, Malta, Neth-
erlands, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics, Upper Volta, Zimbabwe.

Against: United States of America.

Abstaining: United Kingdom of Great Biitain and
Northern Ireland.

The result of the vote was 13 infavour, lxagainst, and-
I abstention.

The draft resolution was not adopted, the negative
vote being that of a permanent member of the-=Council.

253.. Mr. CHAMORRO MORA (Nicaragua). [inter-
pretation from Spamsh] Before the debate. closes on
the acts of aggression against my country, [:wish:to
thank members of the Council who voted for thedraft



resolution submitted by my Government. I wish also to
thank the representative of the United Kingdom for
his abstention, which represents a significant under-
standing of the gravity of the subject of our present
compldint—the miningof our ports, which amounts toa
military and trade blockade against my country. '

254. 1 wish also to say that my délegation sincerely
made the greatest efforts possible—it made enormous
efforts—to try and obtain consensus in the Council on
the draft resolution. We worked very closely with the
rion-alighed members of the Council, we were in con-
stant contact with' other members: of the Council, and
we embodied most—I would-even say 99 per cent—of
the positive suggestions made by many members of the
Council.

255. We never thought of coming here to hold discus-
sions and-submit a draft resolution that would not be
adopted by the Council because of a veto by a perma-
nent member. On the contrary, our-intention was to try
and enable that permanent member to advocate and
work for peace in Central America. That, unfortun-
ately, was.not possible.

256. Unfortunately, too, the veto casttoday hasgiven
aclear answer to the final question in'my last statement
addressed to the representative of the United States.
1 asked him when the United States would hear the
universal outcry and haltthe dirty, undeclared war that
it was waging against my country. The vetocast by the
United States today against the draft resolution is a
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clear reply: there is no intention to halt that war of
aggression and no intention to stop mining our ports.

257. For this reason we are obliged to continue trying
to.acquire the appropriate technological and military
means to defend ourselves against this war of aggres-
sion. Given the meagre resources at our disposal, we
would have preferred to dedicate our efforts to our
people’s social and economic advancement, but who
knows how long we shall be forced to defend our sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity?

258. I can guarantee, however, that once agairm, in
Nicaragua, the Bible story of David and Goliath will
be fulfilled; the mouse will defeat the elephant; the
children of Sandino will rise again and vanquish the
invaders.

259. Mr. SORZANO (United States of America): The
representative of Nicaragua is, of course, free to inter-
pret the American vote in any way he pleases. I just
want to reiterate that our vote has been explained in our
explanation of vote and, as we have said many times
before, we say what we mean and mean what we say.

The meeting rose at 8.30 p.m.

- NotEes

! General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.
2 General Assembly resolution 36/103, annex.
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