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2465th MEETING

Held in New York on Friday, 12 August 1983, at 10.30 a.m.

President: Mr. Luc de La BARRE de NANTEUIL
(France).

. Present: The representatives of the following States:
China,  France, Guyana, Jordan, Malta, Netherlands,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Poland, Togo, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Zaire,
Zimbabwe,

Provisional agenda (S/Agenda/2465)

1. Adoptlon of the agenda

2. Letter dated 2 August 1983 from the Permanent
Representative of Chad to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the Security Council
(8/15902)

The meeting was called to order at 11.15 a.m.
Adoption of the agenda
_ The agendq was adopted.
Letter dated 2 August 1983 from the Permanent Repre-

sentative of Chad to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the Security Council (S/15902)

1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): In )

conformity with decisions taken .at previous meetings on
this item [2462nd and 2463rd meetings], 1 invite the Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation of
Chad and the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahi-
riya to.take places at the Council table; I invite the repre-
sentatives of Egypt, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Ivory Coast, Liberia and the Sudan to take the places
reserved for them at the side of the Council chamber.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Korom Ahmed
(Chad) and Mr. Burwin (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) took pla-
ces at the Council table; Mr. Khalil (Egypt), Mr. Rajaie-
Khorassani (Islamic Republic of Iran), Mr. Essy (Ivory
Coast), Mr. Kofa (Liberia) and Mr. Elfaki (Sudan) took the
places reserved for them at the side of the Council chamber.

2. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): 1

should like to inform members of the Council that I have
received letters from the representatives of Benin, Guinea,
Kenya, the Niger and the United Republic of Cameroon in
which they request to be invited to participate in the dis-

cussion of the item on the agcnda In conformity with the
usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council,
to invite those representatives to participate in the discus-

- sion without the right to vote, in accordance with the
- relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the provi--

sional rules of procedure.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Soglo (Benin), Mr.
Kaba (Guinea), Mr. Okeyo (Kenya), Mr. Oumarou (Niger)
and Mr. Towo Atangana (United Republic of Cameroon)
took the places reserved for them at the side of the Counczl
chamber. .

~ 3. The PRESIDENT (mterpretanon Jrom French). The
© first speaker is the representative of Liberia. I invite him

to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement. :

4. Mr. KOFA (Liberia): My delegation wishes most
heartily to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of
the presidency for the month of August. May I also
express to you and the other members of the Council the
appreciation of the Liberian delegation for acceding to
our request to address this body during’its consideration
of the situation in Chad. It is indeed a source of immense
satisfaction that I do so under the presidency of a diplo-
mat of your proven qualities, representing, as you do, a_
country which has established a reputation as a staunch
supporter of the purposes and principles of the United
Nations and with which my Government enjoys the most
cordial and friendly relations.

5. At this moment mternatlonal tensions and frustra-
tions are high because of uncertainties in some quarters.
The rumble of tanks, the menacing sounds of invading
mxhtary aircraft and the presence of some 2,000 Libyan
troops in Chad have shattered the peace of that small
non-aligned nation. By consenting to hold this debate the
Council has risen to its responsibilities under the Charter
of the United Nations and deserves the appreciation of all
States, particularly small ones and those belonging to the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries.

6. This meeting of the Council is taking place against
the sombre “background of an expansionist policy of
Libya, which aims to bring Chad, a sister African State,
into its sphere of influence in Africa, which has caused a
number of innocent civilians to be killed and valuable
property to be wantonly destroyed. That cOuntrys
attempt to impose its political will upon a sovereign .
people and its policies of - external aggressxon against



neighbouring States have reached such enormous propor-
tions that they have placed international peace and secu-
rity in imminent jeopardy. Such a continuing threat to
other States cannot be tolerated and should be forcefully
addressed by the Council. My Government views the pres-
ent deteriorating situation in Chad as a gross violation of
the territorial integrity of that country and expresses its
regret at the intensification of Libya’s intervention and
the escalation of the fighting in our sister African nation.

7. The fundamental principle of international law that

binds all members of the international community is .

respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all
States. Accordingly members of the community of
nations, and particularly those of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU), have an obligation to uphold that
sacred principle and to contribute to a peaceful resolution
of the conflict in Chad and preserve Chad’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. ‘

8. Since the Government of President Hissein Habré has
been recognized by the United Nations, the OAU and the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, all Member States
have an equal obligation to lend their undivided support
to that Government at the time of its greatest need.

9. Liberia therefore frowns upon any attempt by any
State to undermine the security of the Chad Government,
to subvert Chad’s sovereignty and to impose its will on
the Chad people. We request that peace be restored to
Chad at all costs and that all uninvited foreign forces be
withdrawn ‘immediately and unconditionally from that
troubled African country.

10. The international community can no longer remain
indifferent to all the inhuman crimes being perpetrated by
the Government of Libya. Nor can we remain mute spec-
tators of the endless travail and trauma suffered by the
people of Chad. In the name of that people, whose rights
and precious peace have been trodden underfoot and

whose land has been laid waste, the aggressor must be .

called to account by the international community. The
present brutal threat to peace precipitated by the hege-
monic policy of Libya is both totally inadmissible and
unworthy of a modern-day State. Therefore the failure of
the Council to act firmly and decisively will not only
encourage Libya to intensify its aggression against Chad
but will also increase the risk that the current conflict will

spread and attain broader proportions. In this connection -

my delegation calls upon the Council to proceed urgently,
* with all the authority at its command and all the resources
at its disposal, to take effective and concrete measures
which will bring about the cessation of hostilities and the
withdrawal of Libyan forces from Chad.

11.  Mr. OVINNIKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics) (interpretation from Russian): The Soviet delegation
deems it necessary at this stage to state its view on the
.item on the agenda. In essence, it is the question of the
recent serious worsening of the situation around Chad, a
country situated in the centre of the continent of Africa.
‘As the Council is aware, the armed conflict taking place
between the opposing political groupings of that country

is witnessing ever more open interference by certain States
members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). '

12. The cynical forms and the increasing magnitude of

that imperialist ‘intervention in Chad are today clear to

every impartial person. An airlift has been set up between
Paris and N'Djamena for the stepped-up delivery of
sophisticated weaponry and military matériel to the Chad
capital. ‘The overall cost of this operation already
amounts to $40 million. A fresh step in the escalation of
foreign military interference in Chad was the decision
urgently to send to that country 500 French paratroopers.

13. In turn, new units of mercenaries and regular troops
of foreign interventionists accompanied by American mil-
itary advisers are being sent to Chad on American' mil-
itary planes. There is an increasing flow of American
weapons to Chad, the overall cost of which is already
more -than $25 million. :

14. Finally, the Western Powers are trying to embroil
certain African countries in the conflict, using for that
purpose all available means of pressure. Thus, interfer- -
ence by the imperialist forces in the events taking place in

- Chad is becoming ever more broad-based and dangerous

in character. New colonialist régimes are openly being
imposed on the people of Chad. They want to transform
the territory of that sovereign State into a new imperialist
bridgehead in the African continent. It is becoming quite
clear that an attempt is being made to use the internal
conflict in that African country to implement the far-
reaching political aims and designs directed against the
peoples of Africa as a whole.

15. That is why certain Western Powers cynically disre-

- gard the position adopted by the OAU on the question of

the events in and surrounding Chad. It is well known that
in the middle of July, the Bureau of the nineteenth session
of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the -
OAU adopted a special communiqué which contains an
appeal to all States, both African and non-African, to
refrain from any interference, whether direct of indirect,
what might exacerbate the situation in Chad. However,
despite the appeal of the OAU, interference by the United

. States, France and certain other countries in the internal

events in Chad continues and is becoming even worse.

16.. That increasing imperialist interference in the inter-
nal affairs of Chad is impudently being covered up by a
pretentious propaganda campaign against Libya. Under
that diversionary noise of the drums of propaganda, they
are trying to expand their punitive expedition by the col-
onizers in Chad and against Libya.

17. We must call a spade .a spade here. The military
involvement by a number of Western Powers in the affairs
of Chad and the acts of provocation against Libya present
a danger that is being pursued by imperialist forces. We
are speaking here about an attempt by the West to return
to the last century when the colonialists believed it to be
the norm to send their troops to Africa, to set up their



puppets and to carve and to recarve the African continent
as they saw fit.

18. Yesterday, in speaking to journalists, the President

-of the United States gave an example of the type of think-
ing in which certain circles in the West were engaged.
With respect to Chad, his words were: “It is not our main
sphere of influence; it is the main sphere of influence of
France.” But those words are a direct challenge to all
non-aligned countries which have spoken so often about
the fact that they categorically reject that imperialist
argument - of dividing the third world into spheres of
influence.

19. The Soviet Union decisively condemns the escala-
tion of imperialist meddling in the internal affairs of
Chad. Those actions are illegal and are a threat to interna-
tional peace and security. The Soviet Union fully supports
the efforts of the OAU which seek to bring about a peace-
ful settlement to the situation in that country. The Soviet
Union demands an immediate cessation of interventionist

actions undertaken to the detriment of the national unity -

of the Republic of Chad and the cause of peace in Africa
and throughout the world. Such actions and hegemonistic
claims are in flagrant violation of the fundamental princi-
ples of the Charter of the United Nations and other inter-
national documents signed by both the United States and
France.

20.  The PRESIDENT (interpretatian Jfrom French). The
next speaker is the representative of Guinea. I invite him
to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement. ‘

21. Mr. KABA (Guinea) (interpretation Jrom French):
Sir, it gives me pleasure to congratulate you on your
assumption of the presidency for the month of August. I
am convinced that, thanks to your long years in an out-
standing diplomatic career, your experience in the con-
duct of international affairs and your personal qualities,
the current deliberations on this painful problem—the
situation in Chad—will at last fulfil the legitimate desire
for peace and security throughout this country racked by
17 years of fratricidal war. In any case, the people of Chad
and all the other peoples of Africa, as well as the forces
that cherish peace and justice throughout the world, are
closely ‘following the deliberations of this lofty world
forum, which is entrusted with the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security, This demonstrates, Mr. Presi-
dent, just how important your responsibilities are at this
particular tense period in African history.

22. I should like, through you, to express my delegation’s
gratitude to Mr. Ling Qing, representative of the People’s
Republic of China, for the exceptional way in which he
guided the Council’s work during the month of July.

23. 1 wish to thank all the members of the Council for
having given me an opportunity to make my country’s
contribution to these deliberations by mvntmg me to make
a statement.

24. On 14 October 1982, the head of the Guinean dele-
gation and Minister for Forexgn Affairs, Mr. Abdoulaye
Touré made a statement in the general debate of the
thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly, in which
he pointed out, with some optimism, his satisfaction at
seeing the beginning of an internal improvement in Chad
that might lead to political stability and the strengthening
of national unity. On that occasion, from the rostrum of
the General Assembly he launched a resounding appeal to
all men of goodwill to support the efforts of the then
Council of State of the Republic of Chad, so that the
work of national reconciliation could be completed.!

25. While at that time we hailed the beginning of a
resumption of normal life in Chad, already in January
1983 hostilities had resumed in that martyred country—
hostilities which this time have taken on even more alarm-
ing proportions.

26. Thus, at the nineteenth session of the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of the OAU, held at
Addis Ababa in June, the Supreme Leader of the Revolu-
tion, President Ahmed Sékou Touré, called upon the
OAU to shoulder its historic responsibility and affirmed
that the OAU was the pride of Africa and that, without it,
African States—individually or collectively—would be -
deprived of their means of struggle. ’

27. I wish to reaffirm here that Guinea has never hesi-
tated to support just causes. Whenever it is a case of
defending just causes throughout the world, and in par-
ticular in Africa, Guinea does not engage in polemics,
let alone does it pit peoples one against the other or
hurl abuse. Our abiding wish is that, together, the inter-
national community- go beyond what divides it and
hence reflect the higher interests of our peoples and
begin seeking sound solutions to’ the problems facing
our nations.

28. In June when the wér seemed to challenge the very

" existence of Chad as a State, the Current Chairman of the

OAU, with the consent of his colleagues, convened a -
meeting of the OAU Bureau, which took place on 15 and
16 July at Addis Ababa. Also at that meeting Guinea,
through its leader, President Ahmed Sékou Touré, reaf-
firmed its position on the painful problem of Chad, recal-
ling that, although the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the OAU, at its nineteenth session,
unanimously adopted strongly worded resolutions on
Chad, the conflict in that country nevertheless had several
dimensions to it, including in particular, a polmcal dimen-
sion stemming from alliances with various external
Powers. :

29. While the Council cannot take up and resolve all the
problems of Chad aspect by aspéct, my delegation
believes it is nevertheless duty bound to refer to the Char-
ter of the United Nations, which is its strength and which
remains the only legal power of the mtematnonal
commumty ~

30. If there is one incontrovertible fact; it is that Chad
has been .a sovereign State since 1960. »



31. Through the voice ’of its highest competent author-
ity, that of President Ahmed- Sékou Touré, Guinea
recalled the following at Addis Ababa last July:-

“The Charter of the Organization of African States
also forbids that, in another country of the OAU, there
should be constituted a force for destabilizing another
country member of the OAU.”

~ And the Supreme Leader of the Revolution went on to
say: -

“The principle is not valid for the national liberation
movements because these movements are directly
opposed to imperialism, and the mission of the inde-

pendent States of Africa is to support the national lib-

eration movements. But when it is a question of a
political struggle in support of one or another faction,
- no African State is entitled to harbour a group of
people arming themselves with a view to attacking
another independent member State o '

32. It is no secret to anyone that the OAU has already
set up several standing committees .on the problem of

Chad, namely, an Ad Hoc Committee to resolve the con-

flict among Chadians and'a second Committee to settle
~ the border dispute between Chad and Libya.

33. Not only does Guinea -abide by all appeals for
national reconciliation in. Chad but it is also at one with
these appeals. i}

34. My Government has entrusted me with the explicit _
task here of expressing before representatives the concern

of my country at the worsening situation in Chad; we are
determined to join our efforts to those of the international

. community in order that the most emphatic measures be -

taken to bring about an immediate cessation of hostllmes
-in Chad. : , L

35. However, we believe it is imperative to bear in mind
one basic fact, namely, that there are not two govern-

-~ ments in Chad. There is but one Government in Chad, .

that formed by Hissein Habré. Guinea therefore believes

that to tell a leader who has constituted a legal govern-

ment to lay down his arms while he is busy regaining the
whole of the territory of his country is inadmissible.

36. That is why Guinea hopes that these present deliber-

ations of the Council will reach conclusions expressing the

determination of the people of Chad and of Africa asa

whole to see a cessation of that war and to put anend to
all foreign intervention. :

37. 1 shall conclude my brief statement by stressing, on
behalf of my country, the approach to be adopted in due
~ course by members of the Council. We ardently hope that
the Council, after these debates, will do some good work
by not equating a Government with those who violate the
legality of the country.

38. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French). The
next speaker is the representative of the Niger. I invite him

to take a place at the Councnl table and to make his’

statement

39. Mr. OUMAROU (Niger) (inferpretation from French);

Thank you, Mr. President, for allowing my delegation to
participate in this debate. I extend my thanks also to the
members of the Council whose hard work we praise, as’
well as their readiness to consider the events which disturb
the world, on different continents perhaps, but always
with the potential for anguish and the same nsk of grave

- prolongation of conﬂlct

40.. We extend our congratulations to Mr. Ling Qing of
China, who presided so well over the Council during the
month of July and whose diplomatic tact, perspicacity
and courteous firmness were appreciated by all.

41. We congratulate you, Mr. President, as well, you

- who from the very beginning of your office inherited a

very difficult dossier on the question of the Middle East
and who succeeded so strikingly in drawmg the needed
balance between reason and emotion.

42. Now once again you have another issue before you
that is of concern to Africa and to the entire international
community and in which, we might add, French sensitiv-

. «ity is particularly sharp, and legitimately so. There can be .

no doubt that thanks to your outstanding qualities -you
will be able once again to guide the Council on the course
of wisdom, correctness and a sense of responsibility. This
is an opportumty for me to say how pleased my country, -

: vthe Niger, is at the privileged ties, both multifaceted and

long-standing, which unite it to the French Republic, ties
that are the more especially exemplary and appreciated as
they become further strengthened in mutual respect, in
the observance of high standards and in a fruitful and
beneficial co-operation.

"It was in April of this year that the Couneil last
dlscussed the question of Chad [2430th meeting], whose *
coexistence with its neighbour to the north seemed partic-

-ularly difficult; I refer to Libya. It was at the time a very

thorny border question and the Council in its wisdom
found the proper words‘to allay what seemed to be the -
beginning of a dangerous storm. It indicated a good
framework for restoring calm in the relations between the -
two countries and solemnly urged them to conduct a dia-
logue for the peaceful settlement of the dispute. It also
prescribed resort to the OAU in order to restore under-
standing between them on the basis of the sacred princi-
ples of respect for the independence, sovereignty and

* fterritorial integrity of the countries [see S/15685].

" 44. Since then, four months have gone by and, needless

to say, not only have matters not been resolved between
those two countries but the meeting that the Council is
holding today is unfortunately the result of sharp deterio- -
ration of relations between them. Suspicion has yielded to
rancour and dialogue to confrontation.

45. In the Niger we have been pamcularly attentive to

~ this situation and we are deeply distressed to see our

region serve as an arena for troubles which we hoped it -
would be spared; and because of the magnitude of these

~-events and of -the daily destruction, we are-obliged to

assert that the combat now taking place in Chad extends



far beyond the framework of a simple internal rebellion.
Indeed, if our brother Goukouni Weddey—whom, I must
stress, the Niger actively supported in the past and
actively provided with fraternal co-operation and disinter-
ested support in order to promote the national reconcilia-
tion sought by all Chadians—had had resources to obtain
in a few months an air squadron, tanks and armoured
cars, Stalin organs, and all sorts of bombs and artillery, as
well as all the personnel recently thrown into the retaking
of Faya-Largeau, he certainly would not have left N’'Dja-
mena in June 1982 in the circumstances with which we are
all familiar, and Chad’s name would long before June

1982 have come off the all-too-lengthy list of poorest and

- least-developed countries.

46. As was:the case with Mr. Goukouni Weddey in the
" past, the legitimacy of Mr. Hissein Habré at the head of
the State of Chad is for us today undeniable and it is on
behalf of that legitimacy recognized and respected by all
the States of the Franco-African union, by the Organiza-
tion of African Unity, by the Organization of the Islamic
~ Conference and by the Movement of Non-Aligned Coun-

tries that his combat today is the struggle of all peoples
dedicated to the rule of international law for the safe-
guarding of a peaceful and fruitful coexistence among
nations. It is not a matter of liking or not liking Mr.
Hissein Habré; ‘it is a matter of defending—all of us
together—a certain order which makes the world what it
is today, an order which would not have the peace and
calm of any country fall prey to the whims of its neigh-
. bours. The time of the law of the jungle and of imperial
conquest is past; at least that is what is proclaimed in the

Charter of the United Nations and what justifies our pres-.

ence here.

47. We cannot fail, thus, to conclude—and to deplore—

that in the affair before the Council the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the Republic of Chad have been
violated and that there has been a deliberate attempt to
take away from the people of Chad the opportunity one
day to choose its-own government and institutions. It

must even be added that armed penetration into the terri- -

tory of Chad—both in principle and on the ground—

gravely disturbs the peace and stability of ‘our region to -

“the extent of being an inadmissible precedent in Africa,
where the full weight of our efforts must be oriented

rather towards consolidating the independence of our con- .

tinent, organizing our solidarity, and the waging of a
fierce struggle against everything that hinders freedom,
dignity and the harmonious flourishing of Africans.

' 48. . Now, in response to those who see everywhere the
poisonous tentacles- of the imperialist hydra I would
simply say that it is by avoiding ill-feeling and conflict—
whether open or hidden—among its States that Africa
will be able effectively to bar the way to foreign interven-
tion. Very well: Africa for the Africans. But that does not
mean that Africans should go for each other with impun-
ity. Here as elsewhere, aggression always calls for a
counter-offensive. Whoever finds his rights threatened in
- a conflict which he has not provoked should be able to
rely on his friends—indeed, on all generous parties ready

to be of assistance. We have a saying that “when you see a
mouse running towards a flame it means that the pursuit
is hotter than the fire.” I put that to the Council for
reflection, while I urge it speedily to see to it that Chad
can regain its territorial integrity and peace so that its
hard-working and innocent population can return soon to
the tasks which bring it the pittance it needs for the
already difficult job of survival.

49. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French). The -
next speaker is the representative of Benin. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make his

statement. '

50. Mr. SOGLO (Benin) (interpretation from French):
First of all, Sir, I should like to convey to you the great
satisfaction of the delegation of Benin at seeing you pre-
siding over the work of the Council. No one is better
qualified than you to do so at the precise moment when
the Council is dxscussmg the thorny question of Chad.
Not only are your competance and human qualities uni-
versally admired, but you are the representative of a great
country, France, whose vast work has not been limited to
its own “hexagon” of territory, but has extended through-
out all the continents, especially in Africa and in Chad.

" We are therefore convinced that the present debate can-

not fail to have a successful outcome.

51. I would be remiss in my duty if I did not take this
opportunity to thank the representative of China, who
with his customary skill presided so wcll over the work of

the Council last month.

52. Four months ago, those who have come again today .
to complain to the Council against Libya would have had
us believe that the present régime in N’Djamena had
brought peace and harmony to Chad. The delegation of
Benin was among those who did not share that point of
view, and now reality has imposed itself on us, with all its
brutal force. It is a reality composed of bloody confronta-
tions which have caused the death of thousands of our
Chadian brothers.

53." Thus, the return of Mr. Hissein Habré to N’Dja-
mena did not bring with it that desired peace. The combat
which now rages in that country, with the participation of
non-African forces, was foreseeable. The facts are there:

- undeniable, stubborn facts. Did not the Armed Forces of

the North enter N'Djamena by force, despite and counter
to repeated appeals for national reconciliation?

54. Did they not chase out by force the leaders of the
Transitional National Union Government, on which the
OAU had conferred uncontestable legitimacy through the
Lagos Accord [S/14378, annex I]? How can one be sur-
prised, then, if the leaders of the Transitional National
Union Government are now trying by force to restore the
power which had been taken away from them by force?
That was only too foreseeable, since it is legitimate. As far
as we know, no organization has denied the Transitional
National Union Government its legitimacy, and precisely
because it still represents the people of Chad no one can



call into question its right to ask for assistance wherever it
sees fit to do so.

55. Who is the rebel? That is a question that most of the
speakers who preceded us did not venture to raise. Who is

rebelling against whom? Is it Mr. Goukouni Weddey" Isit
Mr. Hissein Habre‘7 o

56. There are those to whom the answer is not obvious
and who refer to the nineteenth session of the Assembly
. of Heads of State and Government of the OAU, held at
Addis Ababa last June as having restored the virginity of
the new leaders in N’Djamena, and for them it will suffice
to recall that the refusal of the Transitional National

" Union Government to recognize the fait accompli was -

" clearly ‘within the framework of the legmmacy of the

‘Lagos Accord-—-predatmg by far the convening of the
Assembly. - :

57. Al those elements cleérly show the true nature of .

the combat now taking place in Chad: it is a fratricidal
struggle But unfortunately there has been an attempt to
see in this conflict between enemy brothers an outside
hand, that of Libya. In politics—and not only in
politics—it is true that lookrng for a scapegoat has often
been a clever strategy.

58. - The statement here by the special envoy of Mr. His-

sein Habré was studded with too many . maccuracres
untruths and lies [2463rd meetmg]

59.  Thus it is that my country, the People’s Republic of
Benin, a country which has always and in every way
shown solicitude and compassion towards the martyred
people of Chad, is accused of being a transit point for
mercenaries said to be recruited to the service of Libya.

That is a gratuitous, false accusation which my delegation .

rejects with all the scorn it deserves. The only interference
which the People’s Republic of Benin would allow itself in
the internal affairs of Chad would be to continue as in the
past to be as concerned as it can be about the fratemal
people of Chad.

- '60. But, above all, Libya has been accused of aggression
against Chad and of being the cause of all the misfortunes
affecting chad for over 20 years. On that point I could say
a great deal; however, we shall confine ourselves to a few
comments. Did King Idris have some plan of aggression
that he bequeathed upon his downfall to President Qad-
dafi? Has irrefutable proof been offered by those who
make such accusations? Is Mr. Goukouni Weddey a
Libyan because he asked for and received Libya’s sup-

-port? If that were so then countries‘which served as sanc-
tuaries for Mr. Hissein Habré and gave him armed
support when he was fighting against the Transitional

National Union Government, which:was legitimately in

force in N’Djamena, should be the first to be brought
" before the Council for having supported aggression
- against the legmmate Govemment ‘of Chad :

" 61. "No, we should not allow the trees to hide the forest »

or appearances that result from a certain state of affairs to
-conceal the true situation in Chad. Chad’s real problems

are those inherited from colonization and are the ills of
young independence, exacerbated by a desire for personal
power.

62. It is highly regrettable that this fratricidal conflict
could not be restricted to internal dimensions and that
forces outside Africa saw fit to become involved. The
reasons invoked for that intervention cannot, unfortu-
nately, convince my delegation. Were the agreements on
the basis of which intervention was decided invalid at the
time when the Transitional National Union Government,
legal and legitimate, underwent Mr. Hissein Habré’s
assaults? What is the unconfessed goal of such interven-
tion? Is it likely to establish that much-desired peace in
Chad? Can it make the two enemy brothers sit down at
the negotratlng table? Has it not been undertaken solely
with the sinister intention of some to destroy the Libyan
Revolution, which struggles daily for the progress and
mdependence of its people and otheér oppressed peoples,
in genuine defiance “of the forces of mtematlonal
1mper1ahsm" o

63. The only real enemies of the Africanip_eoples against

" which we call for general mobilization are those who deny

them the exercise of their most basic rights. Those who
uphold - racism, apartheid and colonialism, those who
exploit and plunder them and keep them in poverty: they
are the real enemies of Africa, and it is against them that
punitive expedmons should rally Today, once again, the
entire province of Cunene in Angola is. occupied by
Savimbi’s puppet troops assisted by the regular army of
South Africa. This act of war, like all other acts of aggres-

_ 'sion, has not attracted as much solicitude from those who

are today rushing to the aid of Hissein Habré.

64. A double standard. VIn imperialist logic, whether a -
victim or the aggressor, you will be supported or fought

: against, according to - whether you .are a . puppet or

responsible.

65, The vast sums so generously devoted to weaponry in

Chad will unfortunately not go to feed what remains of its
population. Such generosity is sinister indeed.

66. The People’s Republic of Benin has stated and states

- once again that a solution to the problem of Chad must
‘be national and African. The People’s Republic of Benin

is in favour of holding a national conference or reconcilia-
tion under the auspices of the OAU, the only body really
in a position to consider the problem of Chad. The Coun-
cil, while making an appeal for an end to the fratricidal -
combat, should also call upon forces from outside Africa
to withdraw their contmgents and deadly weapons from o
that country S

67. Ready for the revolutxon The struggle continues.

68. The PRESIDENT (mterpretanon from French) The
next speaker is the representative of Kenya. I invite him to
take a place at the Council table and to make hxs
statement.



69.. Mr. OKEYO (Kenya): On behalf of my delegation
and on my own behalf, I wish to express my sincere con-
gratulations to you, Sir, on your assumption of the presi-
dency for the month of August. My delegation is pleased
to see France, the country which you represent in the
United Nations and which enjoys good relations with my
country, presiding over this body’s deliberations. My dele-
gation is confident that your vast diplomatic experience
.- will enable the Council to discharge its responsibilities to
the international community.

70. - I should also like to thank your predecessor the
representative of China, for the excellent manner in which
he conducted the business of thls Council during the
preceding month.

71. This year, dunng the month of March [2419th meet-

ing], the Council was seized of the problem of the border
dispute between the two sister countries of Chad and
Libya. Although my country did not participate at that
time in the debate, it has always been Kenya’s position
that the border dispute should be settled with the guid-
ance of resolution AHG/Res.16 (I), adopted by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU
at its first session, held at Cairo from 17 to 21 July 1964,
which states that all member States should respect the
borders existing on their achievement of national indepen-
dence. That decision was reached “after realizing that
nearly every African country was vulnerable to border
disputes. Had we participated in the debate we would
have encouraged that territorial disputes be solved thhm
the spirit of the Cairo decision.

" 72, In this respect it is my delegation’s view that all
international agreements concluded earlier in relation to
border conflicts were superseded by Article III of the
Charter of the Organization of African Unity.?

73. My deleganon has decided to take part in thls debate
because of the flagrant manner in which the territorial
integrity of Chad has been flouted by Libya, and also
because of our deep concern at the deteriorating security
situation in the northern part of Chad. We decided-to
participate in this debate so as to assist the Council to find
a solution to the problem threatening the peace and secu-
rity of the people of Chad. ’

74. The Council has a big responsibility and should‘

~take swift steps which would stabilize the explosive situa-
tion in Chad. The international community shoiild act so
as to bring about an atmosphere of good neighbourliness
between two OAU member States, namely leya and
Chad.

75. My delegation finds it quite ’uhacceptable‘for ahy

State to violate the principles of territorial integrity of -

‘another State and, therefore, interfering in the internal

affairs of that particular State. We also reject outright the

settling of conflicts by threats and/or use of force among
. States. :

76. We believe these afe the basic principles of intema-
tional relations between States and should be the guiding

force of general conduct of member States in relation to
each other. These basic principles are also embodied in
the Charter of the Organization of African Unity and in
the Charter of the United Nations.

77. The Council should, therefore, examine the facts
involved in the conflict and make recommendations that
will lead to the peaceful settlement of the problem cur-
rently created in Chad. The Council should not fzil to

' dxscharge its responsibility to maintain peace and security

in the world. It should address that responsxbxhty in this
particular case also.

78. The case before the Council today was also seized by

_ the OAU during the eighteenth session of the Assembly of
" Heads of State and Government, at the time that my

President, Mr. Daniel Arap Moi, was Chairman of the
Organization of African Unity. At that time, during the

- Assembly, held at Nairobi from 24 to 27 June 1981, the

OAU called for assistance to Chad for it to establish a

national army.® The African leaders wanted Chad to re- .
establish the administrative machinery which had been

destroyed during the 17 years of fighting. It was the hope -
of the OAU to set up a formula that was to contain the

two forces of President Hissein Habré and Mr. Weddey.
What African leaders had in mind was to conduct a

national referendum and national elections that would

ensure an atmosphere of reconciliation and negotiation.

The African leaders also wanted the OAU to assume the

responsibility of raising funds for the reconstruction of
Chad’s economy. This was to be achieved through a

pledging conference organized by both the OAU and the

United Nations.

79. With all these African good intentions enumerated
above, we still find the civil war waging seriously in Chad.
It is now the responsibility of this body to find the causes
of these dlsrupnons and bring them to an end. The inter-

‘vention by Libya in this situation has not made it easxer,

and, in fact, has complicated it.

80. The OAU’s efforts to bring a spirit of reconciliation

‘in Chad were frustrated by the negative attitude of the

former President, Mr. Weddey, when he turned down the
OAU’ idea of holding national elections. It is, therefore,

. Kenya’s view to suggest the followmg steps be taken in the

circumstances.

~ 81. First, to condemn Libya’s incursion into Chad’s ter-
_ ritory and ask the Government of the Libyan Arab Jama-
‘hiriya, in the spirit of compromise, to withdraw its forces

from Chad Territory, immediately and without any
conditions. . :

‘82 Secondly, the Counc1l should make every effort to

devise ‘ways to brmg about a government of national
unity in Chad, arranging negotiations that could be under-
taken, knowing full well that the Government in Chad is

_that of Mr. Habré. My Government feels that in the cir-

cumstance of events in Chad, Mr. Habré has control of
the country -as'a Government, and we recognize - his

‘Government in that respect. -



83. Thirdly, Kenya strongly opposes the use of force as
a means of settling disputes; therefore, the Council should
condemn the acts of aggression against Chad.

84. Fourthly, the Council should employ all means
available to halt any further hostilities in Chad and

endeavour to restore ordcr and to ensure the safety of
civilians.

8s. Fifthly, the Council should respond to Chad’s

appeal for assistance in recovering its territorial integrity

in order that it may resume its development programmes
for the people of Chad.

86. Sixthly, Libyan military forces in the Aouzou area-
should be withdrawn entirely from Chad, and those that
are currently in Faya-Largeau must also be withdrawn."

87. It is Kenya's contention that we cannot. live in a
world in which States that consider themselves militarily
equipped to do so can at their own wish, whenever they
like, invade their nelghbours and over-run their territories
whenever they feel it in their interest to do so. This behav-
iour would suggest anarchy and in effect the law of the
jungle, as previous speakers have said.

88. It is inconceivable that an African State can deliber-
ately, without provocation and without being threatened
in any way, literally invade another State by entering its
territory openly, as has been done so far by the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya. Kenya cannot be silent on this kind of
behaviour. We therefore condemn Libya’s attack on
Chad and in this case support President Habré’s Govern-
ment and request the international community, and the
Council in particular, to accept their responsibility by cal-
ling the Government of Libya to order.

89.- The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): 1
should like to inform members of the Council that I have
just received a letter from the representative of Senegal in
which he requests to be invited to participate in the discus-
sion of the item ‘on the agenda. In conformity with the
usual practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council,
to invite that representative to participate in the discus-
sion’ without the right to vote, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the prov1—
sional rules of procedure. . .

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Sylla (Senegal)
took a place at the Council table.

90. The PRESIDENT (imerprezdtion fram French). 1.

invite the representative of Senegal to make his statement.

91. Mr. SYLLA (Senegal) (interpretation from French):
Allow me, Sir, before I get down to the matter in hand, to
extend to you on behalf of the delegation of Senegal our
heartfelt congratulations on your assumption of the presi-
dency for the month of August. The long tradition of

historical and cultural bonds between our two countries, .

France and Senegal, as well as the excellent relations that
unite them, amply justify the pleasure that we feel in see-
ing you discharging these lofty functions. Our pleasure is

all the greater since your competence, your qualities as a
diplomat experienced in international relations and your
talents as a seasoned negotiator strengthen our conviction
that the discussions of the Council under your gnidance

- will be successful. Your concern for justice and your per-

fect knowledge of international politics, and in particular
of the ‘question of Chad, which is before the Council
today, bode well for a happy conclusion to this debate for
the martyred people of Chad.

92." I should also llke to express the appreciation of the
delegation of Sengal to Mr. Ling Qing, representative of
the People’s Republic of China, that great country with
which my country enjoys relations of cordial co-operation,
for his wisdom and the effective and commendable way in

-which he conducted the Council’s work last month.

'93. Finally, may I thank you’ very sincereiy and all

members of the Council, for the honour you are all paying
me by inviting the delegation of Sengal to participate in this

. .debate. In doing this, you have given my delegation an
‘opportunity to make its contribution to the discussion of

this important item on the agenda, a matter which is of great
concern not only to Africans, because they are directly
involved, but also to the whole of the international commu-
nity, since failure to resolve this. question would doubtless
constitute a serious threat to the stability of the regionand a
real danger to 1ntemat10nal peace and security.

94. As many previous speakers have said, the situation

now prevailing in Chad is clearly a serious threat to peace
and security in that part of the continent. Indeed, at the
same time as seriously threatening the very existence of
Chad as a sovereign State, it could, because of its possible
consequences, basically challenge the fragile balance on

" _which our States have been based for more than two

decades.

95. . For reasons of principle, African solidarity and-
humanitarian concern, the dark times through which is
passing the fraternal people of Chad—who has known
practically no civil peace for more than 20 years—are for

-my country a constant cause of concern. The important

issues at stake in the conflict prevent our remaining pas-
sive or indifferent to that painful problem.

96. The Secretary of State for Fofeigri'Affaifs and Co-

‘operation of Chad yesterday [2463rd meetmg] presented a

clear outline of the situation prevailing in his country.:
Therefore, our purpose will not be to go info the back-
ground of what has now become a war sustained by fla- -
grant interference in the internal affairs of the people of
Chad. :

97. Rather, our contribution will be to take the opportu-
nity given to us by this debate to identify, on the basis of
the de facto situation, the principles which we believe
must be respected if peace is to be restored to that mar-
tyred country. To put it in its simplest term, the problem
of Chad can be summed up as follows. A sovereign coun-
try led by a legitimate Government, recognized by the

'OAU and a member of the United Nations, has been the

victim of an attack from outside.



98. The subtle nature of the interference and the protes-
tations of innocence can in no way change the nature of
the problem. Certainly, citizens of Chad who are opposed
to their Government are participating in this interference.
But, as far as we know, this painful conflict is basically
being sustained from outside.

99. In fact, some countries which for ideological
reasons—and more likely, for unadmitted interests—have
chosen to challenge the legitimacy of those people of
Chad who are governing their country, in order to benefit
other people of Chad who are refugees abroad, using the
latter to intervene in the country under the cover of a war
that is apparently a civil war but is in fact much more
than that. Information given us by the Government of
Chad and by various independent press bodies confirm
this ‘argument about interference.

100. Of course any sovereign State can recognize or not
recognize the Government of another sovereign State, but
it would at the very least be dangerous and reprehensible
to-use failure to recognize a country as a convenient alibi
for flouting the sacrosanct principle of non-interference.

101. Tolerance of such an attitude in the African con-
text would have consequences that are easy to -predict:
chaos and war would for a very long period of time
reduce to nothing the desperate efforts we are conducting
to ensure a decent future for our countries.

102. - Thus, since it is concerned with the preservation of

peace and security in our continent, the action of the

Council should, we feel, be aimed at putting an end to

foreign interference and restoring Chad’s sovereignty and
- territorial integrity.

103. The national reconciliation that some have men-
tioned is doubtless™a necessary condition for a return to
peace and stability, but it cannot be brought about—and
we insist on this——without prior respect for the sover-
eignty of Chad.

104, While ideological divergencies and ethnic and

regional rivalries do exist in Chad, they should be consid-
ered purely internal matters.

105. The Bureau of the OAU, which met on 16 July last

at Addis Ababa, said as much when it expressed its con-
viction that the future of Chad should be determmed
- solely by the people of the country.

106. Once foreign interference has been established, the
international community is, we feel, duty bound to assist
the Government of Chad and help it restore the sover-
eignty of the State so as to make possible effectlve exercise
of the country’s sovereignty.

107. " Taking up the recommendations of the Bureau of
‘the OAU, some countries have here proposed dealing
with the most urgent thing first: the cessation of hostilities
and the withdrawal of foreign troops from Chad. My
country feels that these are constructive proposals, but in
the light of experience they can be effectively implemented

only if those now guilfy of interference formally go along

" with them. That is another line for Council action.

108. Then we could, as has been requested by the
Government of Chad, reactivate the Ad Hoc Committee
of the OAU on the Chad-Libya dispute, a dispute that we
feel has considerable weight in the present conflict.

109. The lot of the people of Chad is a very sad one. For
more than 20 years they have languished under the yoke
of many bloody struggles, which have been worsened by
foreign interference. Other African countries may share
their lot if the Council does not discharge its responsibility
to see to it that legahty is respected in accordance with the
prmc1ples of the Charter of the United Nations. Today
Chad is playing an 1mportant part vis-g-vis the future of
the continent. The challenge is too serious not to be taken
up.

110. Some believe that partition of Chad could provide
a solution to the conflict in that country. My country,
faithful to the principles to which it has subscribed within
the OAU and the United Nations, would like to stress
here the particularly serious and dangerous nature of this
‘current of opinion. We have done so in the past, and we
do so again today. In no circumstances can we go along
with the idea of any partition of an African country. Chad
must be restored to itself and enjoy full territorial integrity
and sovereignty so that finally its people can enjoy its
inalienable right to live in peace and to build a future on
the basis of its own options.

111. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French). The
next speaker is the representative of the United Republic
of Cameroon. I invite him to take a place at the Council
table and to make his statement. ;

112. Mr. TOWO ATANGANA (Unitcd Republic of -
Cameroon) (interpretation from French). It is, Sir, with"

great pleasure that my delegation greets you as President
at a time when this prestigious body is considering, for the
second time in less than six months, the painful problem
of Chad, which is for your Government and mine a
source of serious concern. Given your talents as an out-
standing diplomat, your dedication to the independence
of States and to peace, and your dynamic commitment to
the defence of the freedom of peoplcs these deliberations
will, we are convinced, have a positive outcome consistent
with the requirements of law and international ethics.

113. Please allow me also most sincerely to congratulate
the representative of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. -
Ling Qing, for the excellent way in which he guided the
work of the Council last month. '

114. 1 should also like to thank you and the other
members of the Council for the honour you have bes-
towed on my delegation by inviting it to participate in this -
debate, which began on 3 August [2462nd meeting] follow-
ing a letter dated 2 August addressed to the President of

the Council by the representative of Chad to the United .

Nations. In that letter the Government of Chad accused
its neighbour to the north of having undertaken a destabil-



izing action against it by launching a wide-ranging armed
attack that led to the conquest of several towns in the
north and east of the country. A statement to the same
effect was made here yesterday by the Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs and C&operation of Chad, who in the

course of that statement described in detail the serious--

ness of the situation now prevallmg in his country [2463rd
meeting].

115. The Council therefore has before it a particularly
distressing situation which pits two fraternal countries
against each other, two neighbours that on 6 April last
were invited to resolve their disputes through negotiations
[see S/15688). We are certain that all the members of the
Council are aware of the importance that the interna-
tional community attaches to this debate, taking into
account the concern of many States and above all the
weakest among them, which view with concern. the
increased tendency to use force and the threat of force in
international relations.

116. We also hoped that the decisions taken at the nine-
teenth session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the OAU, held at Addis Ababa last June,
set the most appropriate framework for the search for a
just solution to this painful problem. The heads of State
and Government of Africa unanimously asked all the par-
ties to refrain from any action that might further worsen
the situation. They also asked the Ad Hoc Committee
specially established for this purpose to continue its activi-
ties in order as soon as possible to find ways and means of
resolving the dispute.® But today we see that, on the con-
trary, the situation has dangerously deteriorated to the
extent that we are once again witnessing on Chad territory
a real war with international ramifications that are highly
disturbing as regards the peace, security and stability of
the region.

117. - The event now taking place in Chad bear no rela-
tion to guerrilla operations that sowed destruction and
distress in that country for many years.

118. Today the rebellion, which is taking place against
the legal power in force in N'Djamena, has embarked on
a real conventional war with the use of massive sophisti-
cated weaponry, including different means of assault by
land and air. It goes without saying that this type of rebel-
lion can only use such an impressive arsenal of weapons
with the aid of a foreign Power with large resources. That
unreserved external support for the rebellion, which
gravely undermines the efforts at national reconciliation
supported by the OAU and the Council, has bcen
recogmzed

119. Mr. President, I welcome the clarification that you
made yesterday concerning the legitimacy of the present
- Government of Chad. I shall not deal with the allegations
of some speakers on this point. For my delegation, there
is only one Government in Chad. As was stated on 31
March last in the Council [2428th meeting] by Mrs.
Simone Mairie, our representative, Cameroon maintains
the best relations of friendship and co-operation with the
Government of President Hissein Habré, which is pursu-

-ing commendable effons to restore the nanonal umty and -

peace which Chad so dearly needs.

120. - As regards the serious situation now prevailing in
Chad, my Government had foreseen such developments
from the beginning and expressed its position in a commu-
niqué by the President of the Republxc on§ July, whlch
reads as follows:

“The Government of Cameroon is profoundly con-
cerned at the grave developments in the military situa-
tion in Chad, an African country neighbour of
Cameroon. In the face of this new situation, the
Government of -Cameroon, loyal to the principles of
sovereignty and territorial integrity of African States as
proclaimed by the Charter of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity, reaffirms its conviction that the problem of -
Chad must be resolved without foreign interference, by
peaceful ~means and in respect -of lawfulness. It
solemnly appeals to the international community, espe-
cially to the members of the OAU, to give the legal
Government of Chad all the support it needs to safe-
guard the national sovereignty, territorial integrity and
stability of Chad and so that all efforts can be made for
the restoration of peace, national reconciliation and
the reconstruction of that torn country.”

121. 'We expect that the Council will fully shoulder its
responsibilities pursuant to the Charter of the United
Nations and that it will rapidly consider ways of respond-
ing to the hopes placed on it by the people of Chad.

122, Sir John THOMSON (Uﬁited Kingdom): Mr.

President, I have no doubt that in my absence on holiday

_ my delegation expressed to you our congratulations and -

our admiration for the way in which you have conducted
the affairs of this Council. May I, on my return, express to
you personally both those congratulations and also per-
haps I may be allowed to add my sympathy and commis-
eration. 1 do so because I had the experience of presiding
over the Council when it last discussed this question at the
end of March. At that time we had a long, difficult and
contentious debate in which, I must say, the non-aligned
members of the Council played a notable and construc-
tive part. We reached a conclusion. It is, I am sorry to say,
symptomatic of the state of the world and of the attitude
of the world towards the operations of the Council that
that conclusion . seems to have been of no effect
whatsoever

123. Here we are some four months later with exactly a

repetition of the earlier situation—only more SO, a WOrse
situation. And perhaps it is simply because I have had the
good fortune to be away on leave and not been bothering
myself about the detailed affairs of the world, but I come
back to the comments of the Secretary-General in his-
report on the work of the Organization® for 1982 about

~ the responsibilities of the Council and about the way in

10

which we must all take those responsibilities -very
seriously. It is something more than just our own national
interests. We have a collective responsibility, if possible,
to solve problems, but, at any rate, to try to ameliorate
them. We cannot expect to do that—and I think this is in



the spirit of the Secretary-General’s report—unless we use
words honestly.

. 124, T had not intended to speak this morning. But I

cannot help feeling, as I have listened to some of the
debate, that we do very readily slide into clichés without
considering what they actually mean and without really
thinking about whether we may be applying double stand-
ards -or different statements to different parts of the
world.

125. My Soviet colleague urged us all to call a spade a
" spade. I think that is an excelient principle. But I should
like to recall that at one and the same time he also said
that his Government fully supported the OAU but did
not, it seemed to me, quite support the decision of the
nineteenth session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the OAU, held at Addis Ababa last June,
on the question of which is the legitimate Government of
Chad. If we are to support fully the OAU, then let those
* words mean what they plainly do mean.

126. Then he went on to talk about how his Govern-
ment fully supported the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, which he rightly said categoncally rejected the
idea of spheres of ‘influence. Well; that is an important
statement, but does it apply also to Eastern Europe and to

Need we recall that his is the Government of a State
Member of the United Nations, that his Government has

“been recognized by the OAU and by the Movement of

Afghanistan? Spheres of mfluence are spheres of .

influence.

127. 'And then he went on to condemn the interference
by the United States and France in the affairs of Chad,
neglecting, I think, to mention that they had been invited
by the legitimate Government of that country. He des-
~cribed as imperialist those actions by those two Govern-

ments and as amounting to the imposition of a

neo-colonial régime. I would have to ask the members of
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, which voted by
an overwhelming majority for the resolution on
. Afghanistan—I think 118 votes in favour—whether they
do not feel.that to be a rather accurate description of the
situation in Afghanistan,

128. There was not a word about Libyani mterventlon in
Chad. .

129.. I was prompted on the spur of this movement to
make this intervention not so much because of the sub-
stance of the situation that we are discussing under this
agenda item, to which I may recur at a later point, but
because, if the Council is to function in the way in which
its founding fathers intended and to which we were called
to our responsibilities by the Secretary-General’s annual
report on the work of the Organization, we really must
use words honestly.

' 130. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):. 1

shall now make a statement in’ my capacity as the repre-
sentative of FRANCE.

131.  Yesterday the Council heard the statement made

by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Co- -

operation of the Government of Chad [2463rd meeting].

Non-Aligned Countries, that its representative is seated
here -at the United Nations and that the Council itself
recognized its legitimacy in its statement of 6 April last_,
[S/15688].

132. The legitimate Government of Chad has unceas-

ingly expressed its intention to settle by peaceful means

the disputes it may have with its neighbours. Now, it has

just become the victim of outright aggression by a foreign

Power, evidence of which has been clearly submitted,

being subjected, in particular, to repeated heavy bombing:
directed not only at military targets but also at the civilian -
populations, resulting in many casualties.

133. The military aggression to which Chad has fallen
victim is of course followed by its aftermath of victims
and destruction. The moving and often staggering descrip-
tion of these events has been provided to me by the Secre- -
tary of State of Chad upon his arrival in New York.

134. 1In the face of the tragic nature and the extreme
seriousness of the.situation, the Government of Chad,
headed by Mr. Hissein Habré, appealed to the French
Government for implementation of the provisions of the
co-operation agreement 51gned by the two countncs in
1976.

135. In keeping with the commitments it undertook at -
that time, and as it was duty bound to do, France
responded to this appeal according to the conditions that
had been laid down, by adapting and apportioning its
assistance in a manner consistent with the fighting.

136. By respecting its commitments and shouldering its
responsibilities, the French Government is pursuing no
other goal but that of allowing Chad to exercise fully its
right to self- defence, in full conformity with international
law, as enshrined in Article 51 of thc Charter of the
United Nations.

137.  Indeed, France hopes that the problems of Chad
may be resolved peacefully among Chadians. Hence, we
believe that any foreign intervention directed against the
Government of Chad must come to an end ‘and, conse-
quently, that armed intervention from outside must cease.
Such intervention could lead to internationalization of the
situation, something which France has always wished to
avoid. It is in this way that it will be possible for the OAU
once again to play its rightful role in this issue, in accord- .
ance with the resolution adopted by the Heads of State
and Government at the nineteenth session of the Assem-

‘bly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU, held

at Addis Ababa last June,* a resolution inviting the two
parties at war today, which are named in it, to seek
through negotiation a solution of their dispute within the
framework of the Ad Hoc Committee of mediation, estab-
lished by the OAU.

138. The Government of Chad has ufgentiy appealed to

- the Security Council, the organ primarily responsible for

1



the maintenance of international peace and security. This
appeal must be taken into very serious consideration.
139. I now resume my functions ‘as PRESIDENT.
140. The time is now 1.05 p.m. It was agreed yesterday
that the debate on the complaint by Chad would be con-
sidered at this morning’s meeting and that this afternoon
we would resume our consideration of the Libyan com-
plaint. I understand that the representatives of Chad, the
Soviet Union and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya have all
asked to speak on the present item. As everyone knows, |
have invited the members of the Council and the
Secretary-General to a luncheon; hence I believe it might
be more consistent with the way we should act towards
the Secretary-General and representatives for us to meet
at ‘3.30 this afternoon in order to hear these three
speakers.

141. T believe the representative of the Soviet Union
would like to speak on the proposal I have just made, and
I call on h1m on this point.

142, Mr. OVINNIKOV (Union - of Sov1et Socialist
Republics) (interpretation from Russian): Mr. President, 1
think that as an objective  person you will allow me to
speak in response to the statement just made by the repre-
sentative of the United Kingdom.

143. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): My
only concern is to ensure that the debates may remain
within the time-limits set yesterday, bearing in mind also
what I have just recalled. So I believe it would be more
appropriate for us to resume at 3.30 this afternoon, for I
do not see why I should treat differently the representa-
tives of the leyan Arab Jamahiriya, the Soviet Union
and Chad. :

144, Nevertheless, if the representative of the Soviet
Union has but a few words to say, I shall not deprive him
of the pleasure of saying them.

145. I call on the representative of the Soviet Union.
146. Mr. OVINNIKOV (Union .of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (interpretation from Russian): When I listened
to the statement of the representative of the United King-
-.dom, I was.amazed at how the member countries of
NATO pass the football from one to the other. It seems
the representative of the United States was exhausted
enough by the fight to allow Sir John to enter the game
full of fresh vigour after his vacation. I must say that the

ally is the policy of the United Kingdom. The United
Kingdom divided Africa into spheres of influence, giving
itself the biggest chunks. Nor did the United Kingdom
want to leave Africa voluntarily. The Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom, Sir Winston Churchill, said that he
had not become Prime Minister to preside over the dis-
memberment of the British Empire, and we saw the atroci-
ties perpetrated by the United Kingdom in Africa when it
did not wish to leave Africa. Suffice it to recall what the
British colonists did in Kenya.

148. Lastly, I take today’s statement by the United King-

151,

dom represcntative as a manifestation of that country S
renewed interest in 1mpenahst spheres of influence in
Africa.

149. The PRESHIDENT (interpretation from French): 1
shall now suspend this meeting until 3.30 p.m.

150. I recall that the Council agreed to resume consider-
ation of the complaint by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
today at 4 p.m. We will resume its consideration imme-
diately after we complete our list of speakers on the com-
plaint by Chad this afternoon

The meetmg was suspended at 1.15 p-m. and resumed ar
4.20 p.m.

The PRESIDENT '(interpretdtion Jfrom French): 1
call on the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
to take a place at the Council table and to make his
statement.

152, Mr. BURWIN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpre-
tation from Arabic): Yesterday and again today I asked to
be called upon to exercise my right of reply, but regretta-
bly I was not able to do so because the meeting was
adjourned. Since I am making a statement now, I should

like to present the following observations. T

153.  Hissein Habré’s spokesman stated that his presence = -
here was an indication of legitimacy, but we say that one

of -the reasons for raising the question of the situation in
Chad was to endow Habré’s régime with legitimacy by
having the Council consider the question. The second rea-

'son was to obtain an opportunity to extend the virulent

representative of the United Kingdom did not deny that =

the policy of the West in Africa was one of dividing Africa
into spheres of influence. Indeed, it would be difficult to
deny it now after yesterday’s acknowledgement of it by
the representative of the supreme power,: the United

States. However, the United Kingdom representative tried °

to attribute these intentions of dividing the world into
spheres of influence to some one else and of course imme-
diately departed from the agenda of the Council.

147. 1 shall speak strictly on the agenda item. If we are

talking about spheres of influence in Africa, this tradition- - -
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media campaign that is being waged by the United States
Administration, the Zionist organizations and South
Africa against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, using Mr.
Habré as a tool for that campaign. The Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya pursues a non-aligned policy and supports lib-
eration movements, especially those against the two racist
régimes in South Africa and Palestine. That will certainly
not please the United States.

154. We should like to repeat: if Mr. Hxssem Habré is

. popular in -Chad, why. is it necessary for him to be

guarded in N'Djamena by thousands of troops from the -
United States, France, Zaire and by European mercenar-
ies? Why are certain eastern areas under his control
guarded by troops and mercenaries from the Sudan that
have left Khartoum to be guarded by Egyptian troops
who are there to protect the régime from the fury of the



Sudanese people? Those mercenaries and Sudanese forces

were organized and transported to Chad w:th the help of ‘

the United States.

155. 'Who was it that occupied Abéché and Oum Cha-
louba? None other than the Chad nationalist forces under
the leadership of Goukouni Weddey.

156. The situation in Chad serves only to justify the
return of the colonial Powers to Africa in order to pursue
their policies of hegemony. The tragedy of Chad is a
direct consequence of French colonialism, under which
the people of Chad have languished, as well as a result of
the continuation of France’s policy of intervention.

157. We wonder about the statement concerning the

sending of 680 paratroopers from France for the sole pur-

pose of training, since all available information indicates
' that the forces of Hissein Habré do not exceed 3,000 men,
who are outside N'Djamena. It seems that in the French
military system it is necessary for every four soldiers to
. have one member for training. The sending of those
troops cannot be viewed within the framework of the
agreement of co-operation between France and Chad and
is nothing but stark military intervention in the civil war
which is taking place. Why did the French troops not
.intervene to stand by the Transitional National Union
Government led by Goukouni Weddey when he was fight-
ing against Hissein Habré? Why _did the French Govern-
ment state that it would not furnish any help to Chad
* before the withdrawal of the Libyan troops which were in
~Chad, at the formal request of a legitimate Government

the racist régime in South Africa is a legmmate one for
those countries? Of course .not.

161. 'Consequently,»‘the Council does not compel any
State to recognize the Government of ‘another, because
that is the sovereign right of States, and we in Libya recog-
nize but one Government in Chad—that is, the Transi-
tional ‘National Union Government, led by Goukoum
Weddey.

162 Our position concerning the situation in ‘Chad is
clear in this respect. However, we are still neutral, as far
as the civil war is concerned. We still stand on the side of
national reconciliation on the basis of the Lagos Accord
[S/14678, annex I}, which has the blessing of the OAU,
We still support the efforts of the OAU in this respect. We
call for the withdrawal of all foreign troops from Chad

‘and for a halt in the flow of arms to the rebel Hrssem} ’

Habré.

163.. We must recrify the recojrdsof the Counoil with
regard to claims of the downing of a Libyan aircraft and -
the capture of - its pilot. The pilot of that ‘aircraft was

- actually a member of the Libyan Aviation Club; his air-

and according to a treaty with this Government? Why did -

France provide Hissein Habré with equipment and
matériel? It was so that Habré could usurp authority after
the departure of the Libyan troops. The information avail-
able to us confirms the fact that French troops were sent

to Chad to lead the troops of Zaire in their push towards

the north of Chad in order to confront the forces of the -

~Transitional National Union Government, after Hissein

Habré lost most of his troops and had only a handful of
mercenaries left.

158. - ‘Mr. President, I should like to comment now on

‘the statement that you made in your capacity as President -

of the Council. I wonder whether your statement had
been approved beforehand by all the members of the

Council.- As President of the Council, you can quote any -

statement or resolution of the Council, but it is not your
right to give any explanations of those quotations or state-
ments in your capacity as President of the Council and as
‘an impartial person. You can, of course, freely express the
point of view of your country as the representative of
France and we would respect. it.

159.
recognize the observations that you made yesterday as
President; we consider those observations to represent the
pomt of view of France 6nly. .

160. In this respect, would a statement from the Council
mentioning African countries and South Africa mean that

*I should like to state here that my country doesnot
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craft was downed over Chad territory in 1981, and His-
sein ‘Habré was able to imprison him. This news was
actually disseminated by N’Djamena Radio and the Suda-
nese news agency at the time. Hissein Habré then freed
that pilot from prison in order to support his allegatlon v
about Libya’s intervention. :

164. I should like now to refer to those statements in the
Council attempting to conceal the facts and portray this
incident as a dispute between Libya and Chad. Otherwise,
how could these delegations speak of a Libyan interven-
tion that has not been proved so far and avoid spcakmg of
the presence of foreign troops belonging to various States

that explicitly declared their intervention in Chad? But it

seems that principles have been ignored because of greed
for American dollars and pressure from the United States,
France and other countries.

165. The Chadian people is not in need of imperialist
interventions. It needs a sincere initiative towards achiev-
ing its national reconciliation and putting an end to the
rebellion led by Hissein Habré, supported by mercenaries g
from all over the globe .

166. - As for the observatrons and criticisms of the repre-
sentative of -Zaire, he made inappropriate references to
thievery and thieves. In this respect 1 shall quote from
certain Western sources, whrch will serve to give him a -
crystal-clear answer. .

167. From Time magazine of 10 January 1983:

. . much of the loan money that ﬂowed in was not
spent wisely .

“Worse strll,v corruption percolates through the
régime. ‘It is widely accepted’, a U.S. Senate Foreign
- Relations” Committee staff report completed in March
noted, ‘that he [Mobutu] has managed to amass a



legendary personal fortune at the nation’s expense.’
Kickbacks are the order of the day, with the President’s

cronies controlling significant slices of the economy, -

‘It’s the greed of a handful at the top that keeps this
- country in an economic mess’, says one Belgian busi-
nessman. Complains one of Zalres former financial

advisers: “We had great hopes but they are all gone. It

is a country that makes people dream and then makes
them go crazy.’

“Busmessmen are not the only people to despair. In
1978, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) sent
“Erwin Blumenthal, formerly a top official of West Ger-
many’s Bundesbank, to take over as the director of

- Zaire’s central bank. Time has obtained a copy of the
secret report he wrote to IMF Managing Director
‘Jacques de Larosiére early last year. In it, Blumenthal
describes refusing high officials’ requests for bundles of

_cash of up to $50,000, finding a government payment
of $4 million to a Belgian professor who was the guard-
ian of Mobutu’s son, and uncovering a dlscrepancy of
$32.6 million between what was supposed to be in the
government’s bank accounts abroad and the money
that was actually there.

“Blumenthal left Zaire in 1979. iBut he continued his '

investigations in Western Europe, obtaining from
former  Zairian Prime Minister Nguza Karl-I-Bond,
now living in exile, the estimate that Mobutu’s private
fortune exceeds $4 billion. Most of it was said to be
held in Sw1ss bank accounts . . S

168. -From The Wall Street Journal of 26 June 1980:

“David J. Gould,' a University of Pfttsburgh professor .

who did a 1977 field study here, says he interviewed
businessmen large and small who were paying a total
of $100,000 a month in bribes to the regional commis-
sioner of Shaba Provmce The man’s salary was $2,000
a month .

“So the commiSsioners stay loyal. High-r’anking'

officers in the military are said to have their arrange-
ments too. At the lower levels of the military, soldiers
are more or less licensed to steal.”™

169. From The New York Times of 11 November 1979

“Essay questxon for student diplomats: *You are the
ambassadgr to a large, once-prosperous African State
run by a dictator installed with the help of the Central
Intelligence Agency. Widely feared, he presides over
corruption and mismanagement which have brought
his people to the brink of starvation’ . . .
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“The ceonoxny is a shambles, with foreign debts of

nearly $4 billion, more than 100 per cent inflation and
an annual per eapita income under $160 . . . His many
eritics,cha;ge the President with personal corruption,

* Quoted in English by the speaker.

favouritism to cronies and to members of his minority
tribe, profligate spending and indifference to the plight
of his people. ‘He has been head of State for 14 years,
and how many hospitals has he built? Not one’, said a
Zairian businessman :

“Instability is a way of life. Twice in the past three
years Zairian exiles in Angola—supported by Cuba and
Russia—invaded Shaba. The Zairian Army pilfered and
ran. Only with the help of Belgian, French... .[and other]
troops were the invaders repulsed.”™ - »

170. That is the subject of thievery and corruption
imputed to the leadership in my country by the represen-
tative of Zaire. In this respect I wish to say that Colonel
Muammar Qaddafi, Leader of the Revolution in my coun-
try, does not have special private accounts in Switzerland
or in any other country and does not tour the capitals of
Europe and America accompanied by concubines, but
devotes his time to the mterests of the Revolutlon and of
his people.

171. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
The Council has heard the statement of the representa-
tive of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, who challenged the
comments of the President of the Council. This is a
serious matter. Nobody has the right to call into ques-
tion the acts of the Council.

172. As President of .the Council yesterday, I only
reminded you of the reality of the acts of the Council,
and all members of the Council can bear witness to this.
Consequently I cannot possibly, as President of the-

- Council, accept the statement made on this subject by

the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

173. I sho