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2309th MEETING

Held in New York on Tuesday, 10 November 1981, at 3 p.m.

President: Mr, Taieb SLIM (Tunisia).

Present; The representatives of the following States:
China, France, German Democratic Republic, Ireland,
Japan, Mexico, Niger, Panama, Philippines, Spain,
Tunisia, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom o.'Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America.

Provisional agenda (S/Agenda/2309)
1. Adoption of the agenda

2, Admission of new Members:
Report of the Committee on the Admission of

New Members concerning the application of
Antigua and Barbr-da for membership in the

United Nations (S/14748) .

The meeting was called to order at 3.35 p.m.
Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted.

Admission of new Members:

Report of the Committee on the Admission of New
Members concerning the application of Antigua
and Barbuda for membership in the United Nations
(S/14748)

1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
Before we take up the item on our agenda I should
like, on behalf of the members of the Council, to
welcome among us the representative of the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda, Mr. Lloydstone Jacobs.
I should also like to ask him to convey to his Govern-
ment our congratulations on the accession of Antigua
and Barbuda to independence and on the progress
made towards its admission to the United Nations.

2. I should like to inform the members of the Council
that I have received letters from the representatives of
Nicaragua and Saint Lucia in which they request to be
invited to participate in the discussion on the agenda
item. In conformity with the usual practice, I propose,
with the consent of the Council, to invite those repre-
sentatives to participate in the discussion without the
right to vote, in accordance with the provisions of the
Charter and of rule 37 of the provisional rules of pro-
cedure.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Bendaia
Rodriguez (Nicaragua) and Mr. Auguste (Saint Lucia)
100k the places reserved for them at the side of the
Council chamber, =~ o
3. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
The Council will now take up the report of the Com-
mittee on the Admission of New Members concerning
the application of Antigua and Barbuda for member-
ship in the United Nations [S//4748].

4. In paragraph 4 of the report, the Committee
recommends to the Council the adoption of a draft
resolution on the application for membership of
Antigua and Barbuda.' In paragraph 3 of the report,
the Committee recommends that the Council apply
the provisions of the last paragraph of rule 60 of the
provisional rules of procedure under which the Council
may forthwith make its recommendation to the General
Assembly. If I hear no objection, I shall take it that
the Council would wish to waive_the deadline_men-
tioned-in paragraph 4 of rule 60.

5. In accordance with the usual practice, I propose
that the Council first proceed to the vote on the draft
resolution and that representatives desiring to speak
do so thereafter.

6. Accordingly, the Council will now proceed to the
vote on the draft resolution contained in paragraph 4
of the report of the Committee on the Admission of
New Members.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

The draft resolution was adopted unanimously
(resolurion 492 (1981)).

7. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
In accordance with the provisions of rule 60 of the
provisional rules of procedure, I shall immediately
transmit this recommendation to the General As-
sembly.

8. A number of representatives wish to speak and
I now call on them.

9. Sir Anthony PARSONS (United Kingdom):
Sir, first of all may I on behalf of myself and my dele-
gation extend to you warm congratulations on your
assumption of the presidency of the Council for this



month, { cannot say that I exactly envy you your task,
‘but you may be assured of our full conf‘dcnce and
support,

10, Ishould also like to express our warmest thanks
to our colleague and friend, the representative of
Spain, for having conducted our proceedings last
month with the deep knowledge, skill and wit which we
confidently expected of him. R

{1. I should also like to follow your example in
extending a very warm welcome to Mr. Lloydstone
Jacobs and his colleagues from Antigua and Barbuda.
It is a great pleasure to have them with us today in the
Council chamber on this very auspicious occasion.

12. It has given my delegation great pleasure to vote
for the draft resolution submitted by the Committee on
the Admission of New Members, which recommended
that Antigua and Barbuda be admitted to membership
of the United Nations,

13, This is the third time that the Council has met in
the course of 1981 to consider an application for
membership from a former British dependent terri-
tory. We were delighted earlier this year when Vanuatu
and Belize went through these same plocedurcs and
were admitted to the General Assembly eally in the
thlrty slxth sesmon R

14, Antigua and Balbuda now follows as the 43rd
independent member of the Commonwealth to seek
United Nations membership. Before its independence
on 1 November, it had been a self-governing State
inassociation with the United Kingdom, and it has been
fully responsible for its own internal affairs since 1967.
Antigua was in fact the first of the United Kingdom
Caribbean territories to negotiate associated status
and now makes the transition to full independence
in the same way as Dominica, Grenada, Saint Lucia
and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines have already
done.

15, The British Government had always made clear
that the status of association was completely voluntary
and could be terminated at any time by either party.
At the general election in Antigua and Barbuda in
April 1980, both of the main parties included in their
programmes a commitment to early independence,
and my Government is delighted that the Labour
Party of Antigua, which was successful in those elec-
tions, should then have moved so speedily towards
the achievement of full independence.

16. After those elections, the new Government
d.ew up a draft independenc: constitution, which
formed the basis for discussions at the Constitutional
Conference held in London from 4 to 16 December
1980. This Conference was attended by delegations
representing ihe United Kingdom, the Government
o* Antigua, the opposition of Antigua, and Barbuda.
1.v early 1981, the Government of Antigua revised that

™~

draft constitution to take account of the Constitutional
Conference's deliberations, and it was approved by the
Parliament of Antigua, in April and May. The most
important of the amendments related to certain con-
stitutional safeguards for the island of Barbuda, Inde-
pendence followed at the beginning of this month
with a very joyful round of festivities, attended by
distinguished visitors from all over the world, I am
sure that Antigua and Barbuda will thrive as an inde-
pendent State,

17, Britain's links with Antigua and Barbuda go
back to the 17th century, and my Government looks
forward to continuing the partnership in a number of
ficlds, old and new. We shall, for instance, continue
with the aid and technical co-operation programmes
which have been administered in co-operation with
the Government of Antigua in recent years. But
Antigua and Barbuda will now play a new role on the
international scene, and we expect to be working very
closely together in the Commonwealth and in the
international community at large.

18, The United Nations also stands to gain from the
vitality of the traditions of Antigua and Barbuda, and
from the wisdom which so many years of democratic
parliamentary government have imparted. My dele-
gation is therefore happy that the Council should have
decided unanimously to recommend Antigua and
Barbuda's admission, and we look forward very much
to welcoming its representatives into the General
Assembly very shortly,

19. Mr. GONZALEZ CESAR (Mexico) (inter-
pretation from Spanish): Sir, I should like to extend the
sincere congratulations of my delegation on your
assumpiion of the presidency of the Council for No-
vember, when we shall be considering questions of
vital importance for the Organization, Your undeniable
experience and diplomatic skill guarantee that our work
will be conducted wisely.

20. I should also like to thank Mr, de Piniés fou the
efficient, expeditious and firm manner in which he
conducted our proceedings last month,

21, Rarely is our work more pleasant than it is on this
occasion, as we recommend the admission of a new
Member to the United Nations, The entry of a new
State into the world Organization means universal
recognition of the political fact of the independence of
a nation and represents a guarantee for the peaceful,
secure development of a sovereign country. Every new
State enriches the pluralism of the Organization,
within which is faithfully reflected the cultural, polit-
ical and economic diversity of contemporary inter-
national society. The United Nations has been an
active factor in the promotion of decolonization and
is at the same time a guarantee of pluralism not only
at the world level but also at the regional tevel.

22, InLatin America, the colonial presence is coming
to ar: end more than a century and a half after the inde-



pendence struggles began. The first settlements of the
colonial Powers in our hemisphere started precisely
with the Caribbean, and from there moved to the
mainland and spread throughout the continent. More-
over, it is on that continent that colonial and neo-
colonial ambitions combined, and we have had to fight
tirelessly for the elimination of all hegemonism, for the
full exercise by every people of their right to inde-
pendence and development,

23. It is, indeed, in the Caribbean that hisiorically
there has been a sharp confrontation—open or clan-
destine—among the Powers, and it is there that we
must take particular care that the efforts of peoples
for progress and freedom should not be distorted,
especially now, when we see portentous and ominous
signs that could endanger the peace and the ba!ance
of the entire region. ~

24, Not only was the Caribbean region the first to
see the explorers and conquistadors of the West, but
it was also there that the destruction or assimilation
‘of indigenous cultures began, and it was there that the
first people to be brought to our continent from Africa
were put to work as slaves, Since that time it has been
a melting-pot of races and the starting-point of a system
of exploitation of natural resources that we are now, in
the post-colonial era, trying to eliminate through the
establishment of _just economic relations among
States.

25. The admission of Antigua and Barbuda brings
the membership of the United Nations to 157 States,
and the membership of the Latin American Group
to 32. Antigua and Barbuda, of course, is a country
small in territory and population, but it is precisely
because of that, in conformity with the principle of
the equality in law of States which is the very foun-
dation of the Organization, that the respect we owe
the new State should be accompanied by a firm deter-
mination to co-operate so as to ensure its genuine
independence and its movement towards economic
viability and social progress.

26. The independence of this new Caribbean State
is one more step towards the elimination of all colonial
interference in the area. Its admission is one more
guarantee of that, For that reason, my delegation voted
in favour of the resolution we have just adopted.

27. Twish to congratulate the people and Government
of Antigua and Barbuda on its independence, and,
on behalfl of the Government and people of Mexico,
to offer it our total solidarity.

28. Mr. de PINIES (Spain) (interpretation from
Spanish): The Spanish delegation has read with great
interest the telegram addressed by the Deputy Prime
Minister of Antigua and Barbuda to the Secretary-
General' informing him that on 1 November Antigua
and Barbuda became an independent State and was
applying for admission to membership of the United

Nations. In that same message, the new State accepted
the obligations set forth in the Charter of the United
Nations and solemnly pledged to fulfil them,

29. We have also considered the report of the Com-
mittee on the Admission of New Members, which had
before it the application for admission, and we have
just passed the draft resolution recommending to the
General Assembly that Antigua and Barbuda be
admitted to membership of the United Nations,

30. .My country welcomes the inclusion of this
new State with particular satisfaction, for the island
of Antigua was visited in one of the first expeditions to
America organized by Spain, and formed part of the
Leeward Islands reached by Christopher Colombus
in 1493, He christened it Antigua out of devotion to
Santa Maria la Antigua of Seville, Antigua and Barbuda
joins the Organization as its 157th Member, enriching
the international community by the addition of a new
countiy which defends justice and loves peace and
which will make positive contributions to the imple-
mentation of the purpose and principles of the Charter,

31, On behalf of my Government, I wish to congrat-
ulate the people and the Government of Antigua and
Barbuda on the solemn occasion of its admission to
membershxp in the Umted Natlons

32. Mr. LING Qing (Chma) (mte;p;emmm Srom
Chinese): Sir, at the outset, I wish to congratulate you
warmly on behalf of the Chinese delegation on your
assumption of the presidency of the Council for this
month. I am convinced that under your skilful guidance
the Council will discharge its responsibilities success-
fully. At the same time, I also wish to express our
appreciation to your predecessor, the representative
of Spain, Mr. de Piniés, under whose brilliant and
patient guidance the Council was able to achieve
fruitful results in its work during the previous month,

33, ' On 1 November, Antigua and Barbuda pro-
claimed its independence, becoming the 32nd inde-
pendent State in Latin America. The Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Antigua
and Barbuda, Mr. Lester Bird, has, by his message
of 1 November to the Secretary-General, applied for
admission to membership of the Organization and
declared on behalf of the Government of Antigua and
Barbuda that it accepts the obligations contained in
the Charter of the United Nations and solemnly under-
takes to fulfil them. The Chinese delegation believes
that, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Charter, Antigua and Barbuda is qualified for member-
ship in the United Nations. We fully endorse its appli-
cation and approve the recommendation of the Coun-
cil to the General Assembly for admitting Antigua and
Barbuda to membetrship in the United Nations.

34, The people of Antigua and Barbuda have won
independence after a protracted struggle. The Chinese
Government and people are sincerely happy for them.



“"cialist

-On the occasion of the independence of Antigua and
“Barbuda, the Prime Minister of the State Council of
““the People’s Republic of China, Zhao Ziyang, on
=31 October sent a message to Prime Minister Vere Bird,
expressing the warm congratulations of the Chinese
Government and people to the Government and the
~people of Antigua and Barbuda and announcing the
_. decision of the Chinese Government to recognize

-—_Antigua and Barbuda. Both China and Antigua and

Barbuda are developing countries with similar expe-

riences in the past, and now both face—the task of
~-national development, We earnestly hope that the
“relations between our two countries and the friend-
" ship between our two peoples will develop steadily.
" T We also hope that, with its admission to the United
—--Nations, Antigua and Barbuda, together with all the

--—countries that uphold justice and cherish peace, will

make a positive contribution to the realization of the
puxposes and principles of the Charter.

35. “Mr. TROYANOVSKY (Union of Soviet So-
Republics) (interpretation  from Russian):
~Sir, first the Soviet delegation would like to welcome
__you to the responsible post of President of the Secu-

——=rity Council for November. We hope that, under your

able guidance, the Council will discharge the most
important tasks facing it. I should also like to express
_ my gratitude to your predecessor, Mr, de Piniés,
-the representative of Spain, whose outstanding diplo-
“matic skill and experience promoted the successful
work of the Council last month.

36. It is the third time this year that the United
Nations has taken up the question of the admission of
a new Member. Following the recommendations to

._membership in the United Nations of Vanuatu and
Belize, the Council has just taken up the application
for admission of the youngest independent State:
Antigua and Barbuda,

-37. The delegation of the Soviet Union was pleased
to support the application of that State for member-
ship in the United Nations. In our opinion, this State,
which achieved independence only a few days ago, is
entitled to join the ranks of the United Nations, since
it meets the requirements and criteria laid down for
admission. In so doing, we believe that the admission
of Antigua and Barbuda to membership in the United
Nations is another step towards the complete and total
climination of the colonial system,

38, The day the independence of Antigua and Bar-
buda was proclaimed, the Chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the USSR, Nikolai Tikhonov, sent
a telegram to the Prime Minister of that country,
Mr. Vere Bird, reading as follows:

*On the occasion of the proclamation of the
independence of the State of Antigua and Barbuda,
please accept the sincere congratulations and good
wishes for prosperity and success of the people of
your country ou its way towards independent na-
tional development,

“*The Soviet Government, which has consistently
been guided in its relations with other States by the
principles of equality, mutual respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity and non-interference
in internal affairs, hereby states that it recognizes
Antigua and Barbuda as an independent sovereign
State and expresses its willingness to establish
diplomatic relations with it."* )
39. The attainment of independence by Antigua
and Barbuda ushers in a new page in the history of its
peaple. The delegation of the Soviet Union would like
to take this opportunity to congratulate the inde-
pendent State and people of Antigua and Barbuda on
the positive decxslonjust tak:zn by the Security Council
pertaining to its application for admission to member-
ship and to wish them peace and success.

40. Mr, OZORES TYPALDOS (Panama)} (interpre-
tation from Spanish): Sir, first of all 1 should like to
congratulate you on your assumption of the presidency
of the Council for Novemb. r. We are pleased to see
you presiding, since you have on so many occasions
shown that you are a diplomat in the full sense of the
word.

41. At the same time, my delegation wishes to put
on record our appreciation to Mr. de Piniés, the repre-
sentative of Spain, for the manner and the style in which
he guided our work so brilliantly during October, a
particularly important month to the entire. Spanish-
speaking family of nations.

42. The Security Council—which is deadlocked
as it seeks to discharge some of its major respon-
sibilities—is meeting today to consider a pleasant task
in which the membership is unanimous, namely, to
recommend the admission to membership in the Organ-
ization of a country which a few days ago became
independent.

43. Antigua and Barbuda will become the 157th coun-
try in the United Nations and the 32nd in the Latin
American Group. My delegation would like to express
to its representatives not only our joy but also our
desire to co-operate with them in all international
organizations and bilaterally,

44. As Antigua and Barbuda belongs to the Carib-
bean, where Panama has fraternal historical ties, we
should like to take this opportunity to reiterate our
Government's concern over the threats that have
been made recently to countries in the Caribbean
and in Latin America at a time when the entire area is
going through a difficult period in which dialogue
and goodwill should replace the dangerous language of
arms.

45. We bid welcome to Antigua and Barbuda. We are
sure that, with other Members of the Organization, we
shall find the way to travel together on the road to
harmony and mutual understanding.



46, Mr. LICHENSTEIN (United States of America):
M. President, it would appear that from last month
to the present one the language of leadership in this
chamber has changed from Spanish to French. In a
much more important sense, there has been no change
at all, In terms of experience, diplomatic skill, excel-
lence of judgement and sensitivity to the demands of
leadership in this chamber, last month's presidency
and this month's presidency are on the same high level.
My delegation welcomes you to the presidency, and
we warmly commend your predecessor for his service
last month, -
47. On I November, anew Caribbean nation achieved
its independence. The United States, this hemi-
sphere's oldest democracy, is pleased and proud.to
welcome Antigua and Barbuda, the newest.

48. We enthusiastically endorse its application for
membership in the United Nations. It will, we are
certain, fulfil all of the obligations and duties of mem-
bership, even as it is dedicated to all of the funda-
mental principles of freedom and self-determination.
These are the principles it will reaffirm by and through
its membership in this family of nations and by and
through its adherence to the Charter. ’

49. It is always a special pleasure for my country
when the ranks of the democracies increase, in our
own hemisphere and around the world. The Govern-
ment and people of the United States extend warm
congratulations to the Government and people of
Antigua and Barbuda.and the warm embrace of our
fellowship in freedom. We extend also a warm personal
welcome to the representatives of this nation who are
present in the Council chamber on this auspicious
occasion.

50. Mr. ROMULO (Philippines): On a previous
occasion, the first meeting of the Council this month,
1 had the opportunity and the privilege of paying a
tribute to you, Sir, on your assumption of the presi-
dency of the Council for the month of November, as
well as to the representative of Spain, Mr. de Piniés,
for the excellent manner in which he conducted the
Council meetings for the month of October.

51. I have read the telegram containing the applica-
tion for membership of Antigua and Barbuda, and
I have also read the recommendation of the Committee
on the Admission of New Members. I wish to place on
the record the fact that the Philippines voted for
admission, and on behalf of my Government and my
people 1 wish to extend our sincere congratulations
to the people and Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda on its admission to this international council of
nations,

52. T1recall that when we drafted the Charter in 1945,
we had a long discussion with regard to Chapter XII,
on the International Trusteeship System, when the
Philippines proposed the insertion of two words in
Article 76 (b), which was to have read:

“to promote. the political, economic, social, and

educational advancement of the inhabitants of the
- trust territories, and their progressive development

towards self-government™’.

The Philippine delegation fought strenuously for the
inclusion of the words *‘or independence"" following
*self-government**, The debate in which the colonial
Powers opposed the inclusion of those two words
—*"or independence" —Ilasted until 2 o'clock in the
morning. We finally won in that meeting of the Trus-
teeship Committee by 19 votes. The matter was then
taken to the Plenary Conference, and the Philippines
won by 21 votes.

§3. It is well to be reminded of this at a time when
we are admitting a new nation that has achieved inde-
pendence, for we would not have admitted it if it had
only attained self-government. I am therefore happy,
as we recall that important historic incident in the
_drafting of the Charter of the United Nations, that
we can now welcome Antigua and Barbuda as an
independent nation—not merely self-governing, but
independent—to become a Member of the United
Nations, with its sovereignty respected by all of us,

54. And so, once again, on behalf of the Government

_and people of the Philippines, I wish to extend our
welcome and congratulations to this new Member of
the United Nations, . . ...

55, Mr. DORR (Ireland): Mr, President, 1 shall
begin by expressing our good wishes to you on your
assumption of the office of President for November.
Wisdom, tact and diplomatic skill are qualities which
we customarily attribute almost by definition to each
of our colleagues when he holds the Presidency of the
Council in turn. In a sense, they seem to go with the
office. In your case, however, I believe the words are
particularly appropriate. I have known you as a col-
league and a friend for nearly a year on the Council,
and I believe that the Council is, indeed, fortunate to
have you as its President at this time when we face
serious decisions. :

$6. 1 may say also that these qualities—wisdom,
skill and tact—applied in a particular way to your
predecessor, the representative of Spain. I thank him
for his service as President, and 1 think we are fortu-
nate to have had in succession two such distinguished
colleagues in that office.

57. Ireland welcomed the decision of the Government
of Antigua and Barbuda to apply for membership in the
United Nations following independence on 1 No-
vember. This was a further stage in the decolonization
process, based on the right to self-determination. We
find it impressive that the Government of Antigua
and Barbuda on the very day of its independence should
choose to apply for United Nations membership. My
delegation was glad, therefore, to join in the Security
Council's decision recommending to the General As-



sembly that the new State of Antigua and Barbuda be
‘admitted to membership, We welcome this further step,
.which is the third this year, taken towards full repre-
-sentation in the United Nations of all the peoples of
the wonld

58 We note the declalatlon thdt Antngua and Bar-
buda accepts the obligations contained in the Charter
and solemnly undertakes to fulfil them. We are sure
-that the Government of Antigua and Barbuda will
carry out its responsibilities as a State Member in
every respect, and the Irish delegation, for its part,
looks forward to co-operating with the delegation
of Antigua and Barbuda in our joint endeavours.
We welcome its representatives here today, and we
“wish its Government and people good fortune in the
years to come.

59. Mr. NISIBORI (Japan): Since this is the first time
that my delegat’on is speaking this month, I should
-like to convey to you, Sir, our warmest congratula-
tions on your assumption of the presidency of the
Council for the month of November. We are confident
that, with your amply demounstrated skill in matters of
_diplomacy and your rich experience in the work of the
Organization, the Council will be able to find satisfac-
tory solutions to the various problems now under
consideration as well as to other questions which
may be brought before it. Please be assured of my

__delegation’s full co-operation in our common efforts
to carry out the responsibilities of the Council.

60. I should like to take this opportunitv to express
my delegation’s sincere appreciation to the repre-
sentative of Spain, Mr. de Piniés, for so ably guiding
the difficult affairs of the Council during the month of
‘October. i '

61, On behalf of the Government and people of
Japan, 1 should like to offer our warmest congratula-
tions to the Government and people of Antigua and
Barbuda on achieving independence just a few days
ago.

'62. My delegation voted in favour of the resolu-
‘tion on the admission of Antigua and Barbuda as
the 157th Member of the United Nations. We firmly
support the admission of this new Member, which
will enhance the important principle of universality
of the Organization,

63. We have no doubt that the Government of Antigua
and Barbuda will not only fulfil the obligations con-
nected with membership but will make valuable
contributions to the work of the United Nations.
I wish at this time also to commend the Government
of the United Kingdom for successfully fulfilling its
obligations and for its commitment to the achievement
of independence by the people of Antigua and Barbuda.

64. My country hopes to develop a relationship of
close friendship and co-operation with this new State,

within the Organization and in other forums, as well
as in our bilateral relations, My delegation therefore
looks forward _to _working with the delegation of
Antigua and Barbuda towards attaining the goals of

. the United Nations, namely, the maintenance of inter-

national peace and security and the bunldmg of a just
and peaceful wonld o

65, Mr. OUMAROU (ngel) (mlwpwtulmn Srom
French): 1 oshould like first, . President, to con-
gratulate you on your assumption of the presidency
of the Council for November. The qualities which
you showed at the time of your presidency in Sep-
tember 1980 are still fresh in our memories, and we
can say with certainty that you will discharge your
delicate functions once again with competence,
wxsdom and flair,

66 1 should also Ilke to extend our sincerest compll-
ments to your predecessor, Mr. de Piniés, repre-
sentative of Spain, who demonstrated, as always, great
qualities as a statesman and eminent diplomat. Thanks
to him, the Council approached the delicate problems
which we had to consider during October in a perfectly
cohesive manner and in a calm atmosphere.

67. For the third time thi. year the Council is meeting
to adopt unanimously a draft resolution recommending
the admission of a new State Member to membership
of the United Natjons. This is a new act of faith which
further expands the Organization and enhances its
universality and its non-discriminatory and peaceful
character. The young State of Antigua and Barbuda,
which will be the 157th Member of the United Nations,
will bring to the Organization a new sensitivity, a new
credibility and a new dimension.

68, We are proud and pleased to welcome this young
State and we bid it a very warm welcome, We wish it
the greatest success on the path to progress, freedom
and peace, We pledge it our co-operation and support
in all its struggles tor justice, concord and equity.

69. Mr, FLORIN (German Democratic Republic)
(interpretation from Russian): On behalf of the delega-
tion of .the German Democratic Republic, I should
like to congratulate you, Mr. President, on your
accession to the post of President of the Council for
November. I have no doubt that your rich diplomatic
experience will be extremely valuable in helping us
carry out the tasks facing the Council. Allow me also
to express our gratitude to your distinguished prede-
cessor, Mr. de Piniés, for the intensive work that he
did as President of the Council during October

70. The German Democratic Republic has always
consistently supported the exercise of the rights of all
peoples to self-determination and national indepen-
dence, and it was glad to join in the unanimous decision
of the Council to recommend to the General Assembly
at its thirty-sixth session the admission of Antigua and
Barbuda as a Member of the United Nations,



71, We have noted the telegram dated 1 November
from the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign_ Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, which says
that the young State will fulfil the obligations of m2m-
bcnshlp in the Olgamzauon.

7. Hdvmg started a new chapter in their history,
the people of Antigua and Barbuda, like other peoples
who have won their independence, will be smbarking
on overcoming the grievous consequences of their
colonial heritage, We hope that this will mark the end
for ever of those times when colonial Powers allowed
the island of Antigua to be abused as a military freight
way station for the South African apartheid régime,

73, We wish the people of Antigua and Barbuda
success in all their efforts to strengthen the sovereignty
and independence of that country—all the more so in
view of the well-known attempts of certain imperialist
circles, particularly in the Caribbean region, to impose
on States which have won their national independence
a new régime of dependence, whether polmcal eco-
nomic or mlhtary

4. In connection with the recommendation by the
Council to admit Antigua and Barbuda to membership
in the United Nations, our delegation recalls that the
historic resolution 1514 (XV) of the General Assembly
calls for the granting of independence to all colonial
countries and peoples. In expressing joy at the admis-
sion to membership in the United Nations of States
with small territories, we should never forget that other
peoples much larger in numbers, such as the people of
Namibia, are still being denied their right to self-deter-
mination and national independence. We cannot but
note that today certain circles are obviously less
interested in when and how Namibia should be granted
mdependence than in how to maintain foreign domina-
tion in Namibia.

75. In conclusion, I wish to express the willingness
of the German Democratic Republic to co-operate
fruitfully with the representatives of Antigua and
Barbuda to implement the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations,

76, Mr. LEPRETTE (France) (interpretation from
French): Sir, first I should like in my turn to offer you
my heartfelt congratulations on your accession to the
Presidency of the Council for the - -~ _h of November.
France is happy to see our work—and this includes
some delicate matters—being managed by a partic-
ularly able, wise and experienced diplomat of a country
which occupies an important position on the inter-
national scene and with which France enjoys friendly
relations of trust. My delegation, Sir, would like to
assure you of its full co-operation.

77.  1should also like to pay special tribute to Mr. de
Pinids, representative of Spain, and to say how grateful
we are for the way he guided our work during October.
He was President of the Council during a difficult

period, and he gained our admuanon and our gratitude
for the able and masterly way in which he discharged
his funcuuns. .

78. The Council has just recommended unanimously
to the General Assembly the admission of Antigua
and Barbuda to membership in the United Natione.
That new State meets the conditions for membership
and pledges to respect the provisions of the Charter.
France therefore voted in favour of its admission
as the 157th Member of the Olganization. We are glad
to have been glven that oppmtumty.

79. By entering the Umted Nations, Antlgua and
Barbuda can contribute fully to the activities of the
international community, By receiving this young
State among its Members, the Organization is pur-
suing one of its basic objectives, that of universality,
to which France is deeply committed. A few weeks
ago we admitted Vanuatu and Belize, and so it is with
great sympathy that my country now welcomes
Antigua and Barbuda, which has for a long time main-
tained numerous and active relatiuns with the islands
of the French Antilles. We are couvinced that those
relations will continue to develop in a harmonious
fashion.

80. Inconclusion, the French delegation would like to
express its warm congratulations to the Prime Min-
ister of Antigua and Barbuda and to all members of
its Government. To this young State and its people
we sincerely wish all success and prosperity, We are
prepared to co-operate closely and in a friendly manner
with the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda to pro-
mote the ideals of the Charter and the cause of peace.

81. Mr. OKWONGA (Uganda): Mr. President, first
allow me to extend to you my delegation’s congrat-
ulations on your accession to the presidency of the
Council. It is especially gratifying for us because the
Council is being presided over by a representative of
Tunisia, a brotherly African country with which
Uganda enjoys the closest of relations. Your expe-
rience and well-known proficiency are guarantees for
the success of the Council in its work during the month
of November, It is fitting that we consider the admis-
sion of a new Member State into the United Nations
under your presidency, since you have been a parti-
cipant in the complex struggle for liberation.

82. 1 also wish to take this opportunity to thank
Mr. de Piniés for the work he performed as President
of the Council for the month of October. He served
his term with distinction.

83. Antigua and Barbuda and Uganda share the same
colonial history, and we are theretore pleased at its
accession to independence. We congratulate and
welcome the new State as the 157th Member of the
United Nations. We look forward to working closely
together in the United Nations system,



84, The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
The next speaker is the representative of Saint Lucia,
whom I invite to take a place at the Council table and
to make his statement,

85. Mr. AUGUSTE (Saint Lucia); Mr. President,
I am grateful for the honour of addressing you on
behalf of the Caribbean Community and Common
Market member States and the Bahamas, all of which
are States Members of the United Nations. I also wish
to congratulate you on your assumption of the presi-
dency of the Security Council, where I am sure you
will reinforce the work of the Coungil with your many
and-tested-skills.and your tenacity of purpose.

86. Antigua and Barbuda, which hitherto shared
with us the status of associate State since 1967, is now
a fully independent member State of the international
community, having duly exchanged the necessary
constitutional instruments with its former metro-
politan Power. The transition from colony to inde-
pendence installs Antigua and Barbuda as the latest
addition to the Caribbean firmament of independent
States. The road to independence is always long and
arduous, as so many of our sister States all over the
world can attest. At the end, there is the satisfaction
that the peoples of Antigua and Barbuda now possess
their lifeblood in their own hands to direct as they
see fit, .
87.  The history of these island developing States
that are thrust on the world stage in a compromise
between timing and the interests of the former metro-
politan Power only heightens the pertinency of the
process of decolonization.

88, Antigua was one of the founding member States
of the Caribbean Free Trade Area, which eventually
evolved into the Caribbean Common Market, It was
also a founding member State of the West Indies
Associated States, and by virtue of the appropriate
articles of the succeeding Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States it will continue to serve the interests,
objectives and aspirations of the peoples represented
by those organizations. Both subregional organiza-
tions form a part of the Inter-American System. As the
Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda recently
pledged before a joint session of the Houses of Par-
liament, the foreign policy of his Government will
largely be conducted through the channels of both
those institutions. This is a commitment to region-
alism, ably expressed and representing the vehicle for
the cconomic and political survival of small States.

89. It is noteworthy that the small island States of
the Caribbean have considered that a fully indepen-
dent status within the « ntext of the international
community is the key to recognition by the United
Nations. The process of admission to the United
Nations is therefore set in motion and is today repre-
sented in the Council's deliberations. Antigua and
Barbuda stands before this august body in search of its

endorsement. That State has acknowledged where the
forces of collective security and the thrust for economic
development and independence lie, In so doing, it
accepts that the obligations and responsibilities of the
international community are best served through
membership of this body. Antigua and Barbuda stands
ready for that consideration, the more so because its
governmental, constitutional and administrative struc-
tures have been formulated in the most exact circum-
stances and fashioned in the mould of its illustrious
benefactor, : :

90, What remains to be said? A nation, despite its
limitations of size, population, geography and re-
sources, has in a pragmatic manner overcome what
the economists of the world identify as limiting factors
for economic development and has been able to pro-
vide a standard of living for its people comparable to
that of a number of States that do not have these
difficulties imposed on them. The industry and per-
tinacity of its people and the commitment of its Govern-
ment have provided the constitutional framework
and political stability that is necessary for the exercise
of citizen_participation and ultimate national devel-
opment.

9[, Antigua and Barbuda is therefore ready to take
its place in the halls of the United Nations, It is small,
it is free, it is pledged to the principles of the Organ-
ization, and it is willing and prepared to play whatever
role this collective society of nations deems appropriate
in the cause of mankind's right to freedom, peace and
economic well-being,

92, The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
The next speaker is the representative of Nicaragua.
I invite him to take a place at the Council table and to
make his statement,

93, Mr. BENDANA RODRIGUEZ (Nicaragua)
(interpretation from Spanish): Sir, the delegation of
Nicaragua wishes to congratulate you and your noble
non-aligned country on your assumption of the presi-
dency for this month and also to extend an expression
of appreciation to Spain, our mother country, for its
accomplishments last month.

94, 1 should also like to thank vou and the other
members of the Counci! for affording me this oppor-
tunity to speak in support of the new independent
nation of Antigua and Barbuda in its application for
membership in the United Nations.

95. We should like first to express our satisfaction at
the warm welcome given by the Council, which con-
firms the irreversible process of decolonization in our
arca, the Caribbean. Every country that achieves
independence strengthens the struggle of those peoples
which have not yet gained their independence and also
strengthens the struggle of those countries, like Nic-
aragua, which have already won theiy independence,
for the maintenance and consolidation of that indepen-



dence. We should fike 1o congratulate the Government
and people of Antigua and Barbuda and extend an
expression of our full solidurity with them,

96, However, theve are those who think that inde-
pendence is only symbolic in smali countries or coun-
tries that are in arcas that have been unilaterally
defined as spheres of influence, This is unacceptable,
because freedom and the right to self-determination,
as well as sovereignty itself, is a question of all or
nothing. Either it is enjoyed fully or it cannot be said
to exist. The Nicaraguan people know well, and the
fraternal people of Belize have recently shown, that
sovereignty is not given but is won as a people become
aware of their inalicnable rights. It must also be said,
however, that independence in the Caribbean has been
acquired by peaceful means, as in the case of Belize
and of Antigua and Barbuda—thanks in part to the
sense of responsibility and maturity of the adminis-
tering Power,

97,  What a contrast between Great Britain's words
of encouragement and welcome for independence and
the hysteria, the scheming, the simplistic and inter-
ventionist reaction of another member of the Security
Council to the sume desire for freedom of other peoples
in the same arca!l

98, What acontrast between the pledges of assistance
and co-operation that have been extended to Belize and
Antigua and Barbuda and the economic pressures and
boycotts that have well-nigh strangled Grenada and
Nicaragual ' )

99, What a contrast between the commitments of a
permanent member of the Council to defend the
threatened sovereignty of Belize and the aggressive
measures and threats 1o use foree against independent
nations whose policies are not to the liking of another
permanent member of the Council!

100, Peace  and independence  are  inseparable,
Although others may not agree. there is nothing more
important than peace: bl genuine pesce entails—as
the great founding father of Mexico, Benito Juares
said-~respect for the rights of others, Now there is
no respeet for the vights of some peoples of Central
America and the Caribbean o determine their future.
and this Jack ol respeet has tiaken the form of military

threats which undermine the collective sovereignty of

ail countries of the area. The people of Antigua and
Barbuda are entitled to the [ull cnim ment of indepen-
dence. but instability and tensions in the Caribbean do

not contribute al all to the realization of this right.

100 Our part of the world is in o state of upheaval,
and our countries are clamouring for peace and sta-
bility ~o that we can devole our energies o the eco-
nomic problems that beset us, We are clamouring
also Tor understanding, dialogue and respect so that we
can promote the process of decolonization and denco-
colonization towards a peacelul solution free of bood-

shed. That is why most of our countries have rejected
any attempt to e our par: of the world into an area
ol wnﬂlu huWu,n the major l‘owus.

102,” This concern, intimately linked to the devclop-
ment of the new independent Caribbean nations.
was expressed two_years ago by the Organization of
American States at the nineteenth session of its Gen-
ceral Assembly when it said, in the face of the build-up
of military activities, that the Caribbean should be a
zone of peace and stability, We agreed in that resoju-
tion that the preservation of the Caribbean as a zone
of peace was necessary for the progress and develop-
ment of the region as a whole, We, the nations of the

—.Americas. reaffirm the principles of ideological plu-.

ralism and peaceful cocxistence, and we reject the
notion of our region being a sphere of influence.

103. -These considerations, which are particularly
relevant to the needs of the small sovereign States of
the Caribbean, are today being disregarded by a
major Power which has threatened to bring war to the
-areq, There is open discussion of the possible use of
naval blockades and even direct attacks against certain
-countries in the area: and these are not just words,
for at the present time, two aircraft carriers and 36 war-
ships of the United States Navy are proceeding to the
Caribbean to simulate landing on the island of Vieques,
If a single country-in our part of the world sees its
independence threatened, then the threat extends to
everyone, The danger is not just regional. How can
we forget that as a result of a naval blockade in the
Caribbean 19 years ago the world was on the brink of a
satastrophe?

104, Superimposing East-West quarrels on our part
of the world is incompatible with respect for the self-
determination of peoples. Demonstrations of naval
might. threats and pressure are unacceptable because
they raise tensions and obstruct independence and.
therefore, constitute obstacles to the implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples. Any latter-day
policy of the big stick is incompatible with the pur-
poses and principles of the Charter.

108, 1t is mcongruous that on the one hand we wel-
come the admission to membership of the new inde-
pendent State in the Caribbean. but on the other we
seem 1o be ignoring plans for military intervention
which. quite objectively. undermine peace and secu-
rity in the entire area. Together. members of the
Couneil. we must ensure that in our part of the world
there must be no obstacles 1o the free development of
all peoples who wish 1o achieve and maintain inde-
pendence. There must be no additional problems
added 1o the already difficult problems of development
of the people in our part of the world.

106, Nicaragua stronghy believes that the admission
ol a new Member to the United Nations should serve
as an opportunity for wll of our Governments to reatlirm



their support for the purposes and principles of the
Clarter, Without the observance of those purposes and
principles there can.be.no peaceful coexistence in the
international community. -Also, we would urge that
the sovereign cquality of States be reiterated and vee-
ognized, We would appeal for the elimination of thremts
ol the-use of force in international relations, and tor
respecet for the right of peoples to determine their awn
tuture without foreign interference.

107, The PRESIDENT tinterpretation from French):
I shall now speak in my capacity as the representative
of TUNISIA, o

LOR. ~The Council has unanimously adopted the reso-
lution which recommends to the General Assembly
that Antigua and Barbuda be admitted to membership
of the United Nations.,

109, It was with great pleasure that my country
associated itself with that recommendation. Tunisia,
indeed, considers that Antigua and Barbuda, which
gained independence on | November, fully meets all
of the criteriaapplicable to States Members. ‘Tunisia
noted in puarticular the commitment of the new State,
as solemnly expressed by its Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Attfairs. to accept the obliga-
tions of the Charter and to abide by them.

HO, Faithful to its policy of giving full support to
any State secking admission to membership of the
United Nations, Tunisia is particularly happy today
to have this opportunity once more to support the
admission of a new State Member.,

1. My delegation believes that the decision just
taken by the Council constitutes a valuable contribu-
tion towards strengthening the purposes and principles
ol the Organization, First, it is contirmation ot the
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universal mission of the United Nations, which has
been strengthened by the admission of three new
Mcembers within a few months, It also reatfirms the
inviolability of the principles of self-determination
and independence of peoples, as stuted particularly in
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV). Finally, it
shows that spplication of those principles and the
desire of peoples for freedom and independence can
also be realized peacetully through negotiation and
dialogue.

12, As we welcome this step towards the completion
of the process of decolonization throughout the world,
we cannot but repeat our frostration that this irre-
versible process is continuing to suffer grave setbucks.,
particularly in the Middle East and in Afvica. 1t is time
for the international community as a whole to reject
selective application of the sacied principles of the
Charter, and to refuse to allow the peoples of Palestine
and Namibia to be prevented from exercising iheir
inalicnable rights to freedom and independence.

113, In conclusion, my delegation would once more
like to extend to the new State of Antigua and Barbucla,
to its people and Government, heartfelt congratula-
tions, We wish them a prosperous future in peace and
harmony. To the representatives of this new State
present in this chamber I once again express words of
welcome. 1 should like to assure them of our full co-
aperation.

The-meeting rose at 4.55 pan.
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