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SEVENTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOURTH MEETING
Held in New York on Friday, 31 May 1974, at 3.30 p.m.

President:  Mr., Charles Gatere MAINA (Kenya).

Present:  The represematives of the following States:
Australia, Austria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
China, Costa Rica, France, Indonesia. Iraq. Kenya.
Mauritania, Peru, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United Republic of Camcroon and United States of
America.

Provisional agenda (S/Agenda/1774)
. Adoption ol the agenda

2. The situation in the Middie East:

(@) Letter dated 30 May 1974 from the Permanent
Representative of the United States of America to
the United Nations addressed to the President of
the Sccurity Coungil (S/11304);

(h) Report of the Secrctary-General (S/11302 and
Add.1)

The meeting was called to order at 3.40 p.m.

Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted.

The situation in the Middle East:

(a) Letter dated 30 May 1974 from the Permanent Repre-
sentative of the United States of America to the United
Nations addressed to the President of the Security
Council (5/11304);

(b) Report of the Secretary-Genera 'S/11302 and Add.1)

1. The PRESIDENT: I have just received letters from the
representatives of the Syrian Arab Republic and Israel in
which they request to be invited to participate in the discus-
sion of the question before the Council. If T hear no objec-
tion, 1 shall take it that the Council agrees to invite those
two representatives to participate in the discussion without
the right to vote maceordance with the usual practice of the
Council.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. H. Kelani (Svrian
Arab Republic) and M. 1. Doron (Israel) took places at the
Council table.

2. The PRESIDENT: 1 should fike to draw the attention
ol the members of the Council to a dralt resolution on this

matter [8/11305/Rev. 1] sponsored by the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

3. Mr. SCALI (United States of America): I hope I speak
for all the members of the Security Council when | express
the great satisfaction with which my Government welcomes
the Agreement, announced Wednesday. between Syria and
Isracl. As all members know, this Agreement provides for
the disengagement of Svrian and Isracli forces [see
S711302/Add. 1, annex I]. 1t was signed today by Syrianand
Israeli military representatives in the Egyptian-Israeli Mil-
itary Working Group of the Geneva Peace Conference on
the Middle East.

4. The Israeli-Syrian Disengagement Agreement,
together with the agreement reached earlier on disengage-
ment of Egyptian-Israeli forces [$/11198 of 18 January
1974], will in our view open the way for progress at Geneva
towards the achievement of an enduring settlement in the
Middle East. As President Nixon said Wednesday, the pros-
pects for such a peace now are better than at any time in the
past 25 years. President Nixon also pledged that the United
States would continue working with all Governments in the
area towards that goal.

5. We congratulate the Governments of Israel and Syria.
Our President has commended Prime Minister Meir and
President Al-Assad for the vision and the statesmanship
with which they have resolved the great differences that
seemed insurmountable only a short time ago. We are
pleased that the United States, through the efforts of Secre-
tary Kissinger, was privileged to help bring about this agree-
ment. We express our appreciation also for the co-operation
of the Soviet Union as reflected in the three conversations
which the Secretary of State and the Foreign Minister have
held in recent wecks.

6. Israel and Syria have recognized that the United
Nations should play a crucial role in the execution of this
Agreement. The Protocol to the Disengagement Agreement
[S/11302/ Add. 1, annex 1] provides for the establishment of
a United Nations Disengagement Observer Force. This
Force will play a keyv and indispensable role in maintaining a
cease-{fire and seeing thet it is serupulousty observed. 1ask.
therefore, that the Council authorize the creation of the
United Nations Disengagement Observer Foree,

7. In adopting the draft resolutton the Council will be
taking the next critical step in what we hope will be a
quickening movement towards a permanent peace in the
Middie EFast. [tis another importaat step an the tong road
before us. The text is simple and straightforward. It is



grounded in the recent successful actions of the Counciland
the statement we heard yesterday from the Secretary-
General [ 1773rd meeting]. His statement on the applicability
of the general principles which guided the United Nations
Emergency Foice clearly applies to all aspects of the United
Nations Disengagemern. Observer Force, including the
assurances of its cominued effective functioning for the
duration of the mandate established by the draft resolution.
I urge the speedy adoption of this draft resolution.

8. Today we are considering not merely abstract issues of
military units and borders; we are, rather, grappling with the
most important and yet the most human of issues—war or
peace.

9. We have indeed come a long way in the past few
months. The peoples of the Middle East have started on a
new course which offers the promise of greater security and
greater prosperity for all the peoples of that historic region.
It is within our power to ease and assist that process. | am
confident that with the aid of the United Nations, and of the
Council in particular, steady progress can continue to be
made until we attain our long-sought goal—lasting peace in
the Middle East.

10. Mr. MALIK (Union of Soviet Socialist Repubtics)
(translation from Russian): This morning, 31 May 1974, in
conformity with the understanding between Syria and
Israel, the Agreement on Disengagement between Israeli
and Syrian Forces was signed by the official representatives
of these countries at Geneva. It goes without saying that, in
spite of its positive significance, this Agreement is only the
first step towards attainment of the main aim—the libera-
tion from Israeli occupation of all Arab lands seized in 1967
and later.

11, The Soviet Government has authorized me as the
representative of the USSR on the Security Council to
inform the Council that the Soviet Union, as a participant in
the numerous consultations to prepare the Agreement on
Disengagement between Syrian and Israeli Forces, com-
mends the Agreement which has been reached.

12, The Government of the Soviet Union particularly
commends the position of Syria, which has displayed high
principle and foresight in the discussion of the relevant
questions relating to troop disengagement.

13. At the same time, the Soviet Union considers it
necessary to stress that this troop Disengagement Agree-
ment is only a step towards the main goal—the total
liberation of the Arab lands from Israeli occupation. This
goal must be attained if all the interested parties genuinely
wish to achieve a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

14, The Geneva Peace Conference on the Middle East is
thus faced with a difficul: task: that of finding a solution
to the Middle East probiem on this basis in the interests of
peace, security and the protection of the legitimate inter-
ests of all the States and peoples of this region, including
the Arab people of Palestine.

15.  The Soviet Union will continue to do everything possi-
ble and everything in its power along these lines, including
what it can do as a participant in the Geneva Conference.

16. Taking the opportunity atforded by the consideration
of this matter by the Sccurity Council, I should also like to
bring to the notice of members of the Council the fact that
L. L. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, personally

‘congratulated Mr. Hafez Al-Assad, the President of Syria,

on the Agreement on Disengagement between [srach and
Svrian Forces which had been reached. The message from
Mr. Brezhnev to Mr. Ai-Assad stated:

“This Agreement marks the beginning of the libera-
tion of the Syrian territory occupied by the Israeli aggres-
sors. It represents the result of the courageous struggle of
the Syrian people, which has enjoyed the unfailing sup-
port of the Soviet Union and of other States which are
fricndly to Syria.”

17. Mr. Brezhnev expressed his satistaction that, in the
course of the consultations which took place to prepare the
troop Discngagement Agreement, “‘the Soviet Union and
Syria acted together, from unified positions, guided by the
interests of attaining peace in the Middle East”. The mes-
sage also notes:

“Troop disengagement is of course only 4 step towards
a final Middle East settlement, the key to which must be
the withdrawal of Isracli troops from all Arab lands
occupied in 1967 and the guaranteecing of the legitimate
national rights of the Arab people of Palestine.

“Following the completion of the disengagement of

Syrian and Israeli troops, the Geneva Peace Conference
must, without wasting any time, proceed to the consider-
ation and solution of all the problems involved in the
settlement in order to ensure lasting security for all States
and peoples in that arca."”

M. Brezhnev stresses this in his message. He assured Presi-
dent Al-Assad that the Soviet Union “would continue to
afford support to the Syrian Arab Republic and to other
friendly Arab States in their struggle for a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East™.

18. 1 also consider it worth informing the members of
the Security Council of the official text, published on 30
May 1974 simultaneously in Moscow and Damascus, of a
joint Soviet-Syrian communiqué concerning the visit of
A. A. Gromyko, the Foreign Minister of the USSR, to the
Syrian Arab Republic. The text of this communiqué
states:

“From 27 to 29 May 1974, at the invitation of the
leadership of the Syrian Arab Republic, A. A. Gro-
myko, Foreign Minister of the USSR and member of

" the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, paid an official visit
of friendship to Damascus.

*The visit took place in an atmosphere of warmth
and cordiality reflecting the friendly relations between
the two peoples and countries.

“Mr. Gromyko was received by and had talks with
President Al-Hassad, the General Sceretary of the
Ba'ath Arab Socialist Farty, and also with Mr, Mah-
moud Ayoubi, the Chairman of the Councit of Minis-
ters. and Mr. Abdul Halim Khaddam. the Minister for




Foreign Affairs and Vice Chairman of the Council of
Ministers.

*In the course of the visit, talks were held and atten-
tion was concentrated on the efforts which were being
made to achieve a just solution of the Middle East
problem and of the question of troop disengagement
on the Syrian front, as a first step and a constituent
element in a comprehensive solution of this problem.

**As a result of the talks, the convergence of the
positions of the two sides on all these questions was
once again confirmed. The two sides once again con-
firmed that a just solution of the Middle East problem
could be achieved only on the basis of total liberation
by Israel of all the occupied Arab territories and gua-
rantees for the lawful national rights of the Arab
people of Palestine.

“The two sides consider that, immediately after the
achievement of an Agreement on troop disengagement
on the Syrian front and the implementation ef its
provisions, appropriate measures must be taken with-
out delay to achieve an all-embracing and just settle-
ment which will ensure the implementation of the
relevant decisions of the United Nations.

“The Syrian Arab Republic confirmed its position
with regard to the fact that the Soviet Union should
take part in all stages and in all aspects of a settlement
designed to establish a just and lasting peace in the
Middle East.

“The Soviet Union once again confirmed its
unchanging policy of principle involving comprehen-
sive support to the Syrian Arab Republic in its struggle
for the elimination of the consequences of Israeli
aggression.

“The Soviet Union and the Syrian Arab Republic
confirm the strength of the relations between them and
the strength of the friendship between the peoples of
the two countries, and declare that they will not permit
anyone to disrupt these relations and this friendship
which are the result of great and lengthy efforts on the
part of both sides."

19. A draft resolution in connexion with the attainment
of agreement on the disengagement of Syrian and Israeli
troops has been submitted for the consideration of the
Security Council by the Soviet Union and the United
States. The delegation of the USSR, for its part, agrees
that in the disengagement zone between Syria and
Israel—cr, as it is otherwise known, the buffer zone—
there should be a United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force set up by the Security Council.

20. Inthis connexion, the delegation of the USSR notes
with satistfaction and approval the comment made in the

Sccretary-General's statement at the 1773rd meeting of

the Council, on 30 May. that the United Nations Disen-

gagement Observer Force would be set up on the basis of

the same general principles as those which he had pre-
scnted to the Council in his previous report
[8/11052/Rev.1 of 27 October 1973] and which had been
approved by the Council in its resolution 341 (1973),

21. We also note with satisfaction and take into account
the statement in the Secretary-General's report dated 30
May 1974 [8/11302/4dd. 1] that the United Nations
observer force for the disengagement of Syrian and Israeli
troops would be drawn from United Nations military
personnel already in the area, that is from the ranks of the
United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) and from the
United Nations observers who are already in the Middle
East. We also take note of the Secretary-General's state-
ment at the meeting on 30 May that in selecting personnel
for the Force he would be in consultation with the
Council.

22. The Soviet delegation also feels that the ¢xpenses
connected with the maintenance of UNEF in the Middle
East should not be increased.

23, Thus, noincrease in the size of UNEF in the Middle
East is envisaged, and observation of the disengagement
of Syrian and Israeti troops will be ensured by transfer-
ring units of the United Nations forces which are already
stationed in the Middle East.

24. In conclusion, we should also like to point out that
the druft resolution on this question submitted to the
Council by the Soviet Union and the United States of
America envisages that the United Nations Disengage-
ment Observer Force in Syria and lIsrael should be
stationed there for a period of six months. It is also
envisaged that, if it becomes necessary to extend that
period, that question should be considered by the Coun-
cil, and the renewal of the period for the further stationing
of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force
should be formalized ty the Council's adoption of a new
resolution on the subject.

25. ‘The Soviet delegation expresses the hope that, with
this understanding of the substance and content of the
draft resolution, the members of the Security Council will
find it acceptable and will support it, so as to facilitate this
first step towards the attainment of the main goal which |
have mentioned.

26. The PRESIDENT: As no other representative
wishes to make a general statement, I shall now call upon
those representatives wishing to speak in explanation of
vote before the vote.

27. Mr. CHUANG Yen (China) (translation from Chi-
nese): The Chinese delegation has pointed out on many
occasions that the crux of the Middle East questionlies in
the aggression against the Palestinian and other Arab
peoples carried out by Isracli zionisin with the support
and abetment of the two super-Powers and the frantic
contention between the super-Powers for hegemony in
their selfish interest. Consequently, to seek a fundamental
solution of the Middle East question, it is imperative to
stop the hegemony and power politics practised by the
two super-Powers in this region, eliminate all their inter-
ferences in Middle East affairs, demand Isracli with-
drawal {rom the occupied Arab territories and restore
completely to the Palestinian people their national rights.
Betore realization of those objectives, a “'just and lasting
peace™ in the Middle East is out of the question.



28, The Chinese Government and people firmly support
the Arab and Palestinian peoples in their just struggle to
recover their lost territories, regain their national rights
and oppose super-Power hegemony. We believe that the
heroic peoples of Egypt. Syria and other Arab countrics
as well as of Palestine, who demonstrated their tremen-
dous power and dealt heavy blows at the Israeli Zionists
in the fourth Middle East war, last October, will streng-
then their unity, persevere in struggle, gradually remove
the obstacles along their road of advance, break through
the super-Power manipulation and control and finally
realize their national aspirations,

29. As is known to all, China has always held its prin-
cipled position on the dispatch of troops in the name of
the United Nations under whatever form. It is only out of
consideration tor the present attitude of the victim of
aggression that the Chinese delegation has decided notto
participate in the voting on the draft resolution before us,
We request the President of the Security Council to place
on official record China’s position of dissociation from
the matter.

30. The PRESIDENT: The remarks of the representa-
tive of China have been noted.

31. Mr. ZAHAWIE (Irag): Iraq's position concerning
the situation in the Middle East, the question of Palestine
and the rights of the Palestinian peopleis well known. We
further explained our position regarding the role of the
United Nations forces in the area on 8 April, at the 1765th
meeting of the Council. At that time we dissociated our-
selves form the pertinent Council resolutions which
defined the role of the United Nations forces.

32, Iraq maintains its position as stated previously on
several occasions. We shall therefore not participate in
the voting on the draft resolution [S/71305/Rev. 1] which
is now before the Council.

33. The PRESIDENT: As no other member wishes to
speak before the vote, I shall now put to the vote the draft
resolution in document S/11305/Rev.1.

A vote was taken by show of hands.

The draft resolution was adopted by 13 votes to none.!

Two members (China and Ireq) did not participate in the
voting.

34. The PRESIDENT: | shall now call on those repre-

sentatives who wish to speak in explanation of vote after’

the voting.

35. SirLaurence McINTYRE (Australia): T am sure that
no words of mine can express adequately the deep sense of
gratification with which the announcement of the Disen-
gagement Agreement between Israel and Syria signed at
Gieneva this morning has been received in Australia, and |
believe around the Council, which has plgved its own
important part in opening the way for it.

T1See resolution 350 (1974).

36. Immediately on learning that the two parties had
settled upon the terms of the Agreement and its accom-
panying Protocol and were preparing to sign it today, the
Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Wille-
see, made a statement welcoming the announcement and
paying a tribute to the statesmanship shown by both
Governments. He affirmed that this Agreement, follow-
ing the similar disengagement agreement concluded
between Israel and Egypt in January of this year, augured
well for the resumption of the Geneva peace negotiations,
The two agreements, he said, were important initial steps
towards the just and lasting settiement in the Middle East
that Australia had always longed for,

37. Senator Willesee also paid a tribute to the untiring
efforts of the United States Secretary of State, Mr. Kissin-
ger, in helping to bring the Agreement about. There is no
doubt that these sentiments and the tributes to all parties
concerned that have been well expressed by the sponsors
of the draft resolution that we have just adopted, are
richly deserved.

38.  We shall not, of course, delude oursclves into assum-
ing that a final and complete settlement of all the crucial
problems of the Middle East is already in sight. It goes
without saying that much difficult negotiation and hard
bargaining lies ahead. But this need not lesson our feeling of
extreme satisfaction and relief over the achievement of this
final step forward and our deep obligation to the two
Governments for the high degree of responsible statesman-
ship they have shown and also to Mr. Kissinger for his
tremendous perseverance and his skill,

39, Let me say in conclusion that my own Government
stands ready to play whatever part it may be asked to play
within the framework of the United Nations in ensuring that
this Agreement is put into full effect.

40. Mr. SALAZAR (Costa Rica) (interpretation from
Spanish): My delegation would like 1o see more occasions
like this one in which we have voted in favour of a draft
resolution that marks the contribution of the United
Nations to the historic achievements that have recently
occurred in the creation of peaceful conditions in the Middle
East. I repeat that my delegation would like to see more
occasions like this because we belicve that within this frame-
work of action the Council is in fact clearly carrying out the
functions vested in it by the Charter to deal with matters of
international peace and security.

41.  Without any circumlocutions, my delegation wishes to
express to the Governments of Syria and Isracel its warmest
congratulations for the worthy spirit of co-operation that
they have shown in the negotations that concluded with the
troop Disengagement Agreement on the Golan Heights, It
also wishes to stress that the attitude of both States in
demonstrating their willingness to arrive at agreements was
a noble one, in view of the fact it was surely not casy for
cither of them to do so, owing to the background resulting
from the hostilities, and that these agreements have brought
solace and relief to the tense situation in the Middle East and
have given rise to optimism in the rest of the world.




42, Giving credit where credit is due, my delegation wishes
to congratulate most warmly the Secretary of State of the
United States of America, Mr. Henry Kissinger, for the
tenacity, skill and wise diplomacy that he brought to bear
during an extremely lengthy period of time which he
devoted to mediation between the Governments of Syria
and Israel in order to achieve the great success embodied in
the troop Disengagement Agreement.

43, But our recognition and admiration would not be
complete when referring to the work done by Mr. Kissin-
ger were we not to say quite clearly that in addition to the
congratulations oflered to him, congratulations should
also be extended to the country in whose name he acted.
Thanks to its wise international policy, the United States
has taken a position in keeping with its immense world
responsibility. 1 am sure that all peace-loving nations
have watched with both admiration and appreciation the
evolution of that policy,

44, 1 can find no better reasons than those which I'have
already stated to explain and justify the vote that my
delegation cast in favour of the draft resolution that was
submitted to the Council at this meeting.

45. Mr. KUSUMASMORO (Indonesia): It is with a
great sense of relief and profound gratification that my
delegation welcomes the accord for the disengagement of
forces between Syria and Israel. As a result of this agree-
ment. peace may at last once again return to the area after
the nearly continuous violence, death and destruction of
past decades.

46. My delegation joins others in paying a tribute to the
Secretary of State of the United States. Mr. Kissinger,
whose phenomenal efforts and dedication to the cause of
peace have been so very instrumental in laying the foun-
dations of peace in the area. Equally, it has also to be
recognized that this hopeful state of affairs could not have
been brought about were it not for the statesmanship and
great wisdom exercised by the Governments of the two
conflicting parties.

47.  We are very much aware that the accord between
Svria and Isracl is not a peace accord and that we are still a
fong way from the end of the road leading to a just and
lasting peace. The foundations of peace that have just
been laid are still fragile and still limited in scope. and
without the necessary care and constraint the sound of
guns may once again prevail. As my delegation has often
noted in the past. a just and lasting peace in the area
cannot be achieved without the removal of the root causes
of the Middle East problem. Little attention has so far
been addressed to the plight of the Palestinian peoples,
those who have suffered most both spiritually and mate-
ually in the Middle East. Their claims for a national
wentity and also the assistance which they may need in
the future when that national identity is finally achieved,
must be recognized and acknowledged by the interna-
tional community. Their ery for a just solution to these
problems should not go unheeded too long if the present
beginnings of a settlement are to grow into a {irm struc-
ture of peace which we all desire to see in the Middle East.

48. Also still to be addressed is the problem of the
occupied Arab lands, The seizure of territory by force can
never be justified; certainly ii can never be made the basis
of a just and lasting peace.

49, These problems are grave and the stakes involved in
settling them are high ones indeed. However, if the same
atmosphere of genuine efforts at accommodation that has
brought about the Syrian-Isracli Disengagement Agree-
ment prevails in future negotiations, there will be genuine
hope that real progress towards the solution of these
difficulties will soon be made.

30.  The spirit of accommodation and the momentum so
far achieved must not be lost. It is the need to keep the
fragile peace in the area from relapsing that necessitates
the presence of the United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force in the arca.

51, It is upon the basis of those considerations that my
delegation lends its support to the draft resolution in
document S/11305/Rev.].

52. Mr. EL. HASSEN (Mauritania) (interpretation from
French): The signing today at Geneva of the Syrian-Israeli
troop disengagement Agreement is an event which may
open up new prospects for a just and lasting solution to
the distressing problem of the Middle East. My delega-
tion, whose people and Government are profoundly
peace and justice loving, welcomes this Agreement with
interest.

53. This document, as is explicitly indicated in para-
graph H, is not a peace agreement. It simply constitutesa
first step towards a just and lasting peace in the area. The
conditions for that peace are well known. They include
the restoration, wholly and entirely, to the Arab people of
Palestine of their national legitimate and inalienable
rights and the total withdrawal from all occupied Arab
territories.

54. For its part, the Government of my country has
ceaselessly proclaimed its attachment to these principles
of simple justice—principles, need we remind you. which
are entirely in keeping with the spirit and letter of the
Charter of the Organization and which have been repeat-
edly affirmed and reaffirmed by relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly and the Security Council.

35. My Government has ceaselessly demanded that the
conditions 1 have mentioned should be fulfilled entirely
and urgently. The Agreement refers explicitly to resolu-
tion 338 (1973) and provides for the establishment of a
force with the task of supervising the application of that
Agreement.

56. In the light of the preceding considerations, my
delegation vored in favour of the dralt resolution. How-
ever, we should like to say most clearly that. from our
standpoint, the presence of that force should in no way be
prejudicial to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the Syrian Arab Republic,




57. In taking this important decision, the Council is
demonstrating once again the indispensable nature of the
United Nations and of the organ for maintaining interna-
tional peace and security.

58. Mr. RICHARD (United Kingdom): My delegation
was indeed happy to vote for the resolution before us
today. It is perhaps of significance and of hope thatitisa
resolution sponsored by both the United States of Amer-
ica and the Soviet Union. For this example of their joint
commitment to this Agreement we and the wouid are
indeed grateful. 1 should like to repeat the congratula-
tions already offered by my Government in London first
of all to the two Governments for the efforts which they
have made to reach this Agreement and secondly to the
United States Secretary of State, Mr. Henry Kissinger, for
the remarkable part which he has played in helping to
achieve this Agreement. It has been an extraordinary
achievement when we consider how matters stood as
recently as a month ago. Weare very glad to welcome this
further step along the road which we hope will lead even-
tually to a permanent settlement.

59. Of course, nobody believes that today's Agreement
is that permanent settlement and obviously much still
remains to be accomplished. But the significance of
today's Agreement is that without it the next stage could
not even commence. Without this disengagement there
could be no peace conference. It is with a consciousness of
that significance that we are here today.

60. Now is the time for the United Nations to play its
part, and I should like to commend the Secretary-General
and his staff for the speed with which they have reacted in
presenting the report which was submitted to us yester-
day. My delegation was very happy to approve that
report. We noted with satisfaction that the Secretary-
General intends to draw on United Nations military per-
sonnel already in the area and does not therefore at this
stage envisage the necessity of recruiting any additional
personnel to man the Force, He is well aware that, along
with other delegations, we have drawn attention to the
need to ensure that the funciions of the Force are carried
on as economically as can be done without impairing the
Force's efficiency.

61. We were also glad to note that the Secretary-
General intends to set up this Force on the basis of the
same general principles as those governing the United
Nations Emergency Force. We think this is right. This
means that the new Force will effectively be functioning
on the same basis as UNEF and that, for example, so long

as the authority which we have given for the establish- .

ment of the Force remains operative, it will not be with-
drawn without a decision of the Security Council to that
effect.

62. 1 should perhaps remind the Council at this stage
that, as | pointed out in our mecting on 8 April {/765th
meeting) when we renewed the mandate of the United
Nations Emergency Force, my Government stands ready
to play its part in any way that can be helpful, and in
particular in the composition of any peace-keeping force
which may be nceded to guaraniee a final peace agree-
ment in accordance with resolution 242 (1967),

63. In conclusion, Mr. President, I should simply like to
say that I think this has been an excellent week for the
Security Council and a very fitting end to your skilful
nresidency. At three meetings which the Council has held
this week we have considered three different problems,
each of which in its own way was or could have been a
threat to the peace: the Iran-Iraq dispute, the intercom-
munal troubles in Cyprus, and, today, the Middle East. In
each case the Security Council has made an important
contribution to what is the central and the most vital task
of the Organization: the prevention of war and the main-
tenance of international peace and security. It is perhaps
unfortunate that our successes do not always receive the
publicity that our failures do. Nevertheless, 1 think we
may all legitimately take some pride today in what we
have collectively been able to achieve.

64. Mr. LECOMPT (France) (interpretation from
French): With the greatest satisfaction my delegation weli-
comed the conclusion of the Disengagement Agreement
between Israel and Syria. We are extremely gratified that
a new step, whose great importance has also been stressed
by the Secretary-General, has thus been taken in the
direction of a peaceful settlement. We wish to pay a
tribute to the role played at this time by the United States
in the person of Mr. Kissinger, whose untiring activities
overcame great difficulties. My delegation hopes that the
resumption of the negotiations that started on 21 Decem-
ber 1973 at Geneva will be made easier and that the
parties directly concerned will agree to commit them-
selves speedily to the search for and the implementation
of a general settlement of the conflict on the basis of the
provisions of resolution 242 (1967).

63. The reports which the Secretary-General has sub-
mitted to the Council [8/11302 and Add. 1] have been
examined by my Government and, generally speaking. we
are in favour of their provisions. However. [ have been
instructed to make some comments.

66. I note, first of all, that, in accordance with the
Protocol annexed to the Disengagement Agreement, a
resolution of the Security Council must decide upon the
modalities governing the Force. This seems to us to bea
necessary provision. It was indeed up to the Council
urgently and under its authority to set up the force that
will observe the disengagement between the Israeli and
Syrian forces.

67. Secondly, it is to be hoped that the Secretary-
General will very soon be able to supply the Council with
more detailed information on the financial implications
of the creation of this new emergency force. Thus we
would be interested also in knowing the exact size of the
contingents, which will be drawn from UNEF for the time
being. If further contingents appear to be necessary. the
Council should be seized of such a need before any deci-
sion is adopted, and the principle of equitable geographi-
cal distribution must be respected.

68. My third commient relates to the provisions of the
Protocol annexed to the Agreement, which excludes from
the force personnel drawn from the permanent members
of the Security Council. This provision. which appears in



paragraph 3 of resolution 340 (1973) on the creation of
UNEF, gave rise to certain reservations on the part of my
delegation at that time, reservations which I would repeat
now. As Mr. de Guiringaud stated on 25 October last to
the Security Council, “omission from responsibility of
permanent members may weaken the impact of the Coun-
cil's decision"[1750th meeting, para. 100] in a matter
where the dispatch of United Nations forces “is not only
military in sigmficance™ [ibid.]. Those reservations were
repeated by my delegation on 8 April last [1765th meet-
ing]. when we renewed the mandate of UNEF. On this
point our position has in no way changed. On that day
when a peace agreement is signed between the parties—
and I note that the Agreement on the Disengagement
between Israeli and Syrian Forces “is not a peace
agrecment”—the Force will have the duty not only to
maintain a cease-fire but to maintain peace. and it is quite
legitimate that at that time it include contingents supplied
by the permanent members of the Security Council. My
Government is ready to participate in such a peace-
keeping force. :

69. Inthelight of the comments I have made, my delega-
tion voted in favour of the draft resolution submitted by
the United States of America and the Soviet Union. We
are convinced that its adoption will allow for the due
application of the Disengagement Agreement just arrived
at, with a view to the establishment of a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East to the benefit of all the parties
concerned.

70. A declaration of the French Government was pub-
lished in Paris today and 1 waited to receive the text before
inscribing my name on the list of speakers for this meet-
ing. 1 shall conclude my statement by reading out that
text:

*“The French Government welcomes .cith great
satisfaction the Agreement signed on Friday on the
disengagement of Isracli and Syrian forces on the
Golan front and we pay a tribute to the efforts made to
achieve such an end. The French Government consid-
ers that this Agreement is a first step towards the
establishment of a just and stable peace in the Middle
East on the basis of the Security Council resolutions,
which must be implemented scrupulously and in their
entirety.

“The French Government wishes to recall on this
matter that, together with all the Governments of the
European Economic Community. it adheres to the 6
November 1973 joint Declaration which defines the
principles for a just and lasting peace both on the
territorial level and on that of the respect due to the
integrity and independence of each and every State of
the region. France is ready to contribute to the search
for such a settlement,

“The French Government. furthermore, wishes to
stress that it considers that all peaceful settlements, to
be just and lasting. must equitably take into account
the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinians.”

71 Mr JANKOWITSCH (Austria) Very often in the
past. when we gathered around this table to discuss the

situation in the Middle East, our meetings were marked
by a feeling of concern and sometimes {rustration. Any
attempt to open a road to peace seemed futile, any initia-
tive doomed to failure. The change of atmosphere and
mood in which we find oursclves today is all the more
remarkable, therefore, as we have come here not only to
cxpress our deep satisfaction over the course events have
taken recently, as we have come here not only to pay a
tribute to the parties concerned and to another singular
triumph of diplomacy. but also to take upon us the share
and indecd the burden of responsibility which again is
conferred upon the Organization.

72.  After seemingly unending talks, negotiations and
efforts, which more than once threatened to break down,
the Agreement signed this morning between miiitary
representatives of Israel and Syria on the disengagement
of their forces in the Golan-areais it so many ways and by
all standards an extraordinary achievement. It has been
justly hailed as an historic event which opens a new
chapter in the history of the Middle East and which will,
we fervently hope. pave the way towards the attainment
of a peaceful and just settlement of all the problems of a
region that has seen so much war, bitterness, hatred and
untold human suffering.

73.  We must, of course, remain realistic and regard the
present Agreement as being only another step towards a
just and durable peace. But it is a decisive step and a new
beginning. We must now not lose this momentum of
peace which, as experience in the Middle East has so
convincingly shown, is the best instrument to generate
and accelerate a new philosophy of peace in the minds of
those who hoid the fate of that part of the world in their
hands.

74. 1 wish to place on record deep admiration for the
parties concerned—the Governments of Israel and Syria
and their leaders, in particular President Al-Assad and
Prime Minister Meir. who, in their earnest desire to give
peace a chance, have overcome so many difficulties.

75. The highest tributes and admiration are also due to
the man who was so nstrumental in bringing about this
agreement: the Secretary of State of the United States of
America, Mr. Kissinger. It is another triumph of vision,
endurance and diplomatic skill which has so decisively
contributed to the successful outcome.

76. There can be no doubt, however. that the fortunate
outcome of the last round of negotiations in the Middie
East also owes a great deal to the patient cfforts, the
goodwill and the good offices offered by the other parties
involved in the Geneva Peace Conference, a tribute which
applies in particular to President Sadat of Egypt and the
Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union. Mr. Gromyko.

77.  When the Sccurity Council met on 25 October 1973
to consider a proposal for the establishment of a United
Nations emergency force in the Suez Canal arca. I think
that probably all of us felt the heavy responsibility which
was conferred upon the Council in bringing the Organiza-
ton's potential 1o bear in the very capacity for which it
was created. This crisis management—il ] may describe it



thus—worked admirably well, not least owing to the most
effective role that the Secretary-General, his associates
and staff' in New York and in the field played in expedi-
tiously putting the Council's decisions into effect.

78. Today we ace faced with a similar situation, We have
just created a new United Nations peace-keeping force, as
provided for in the Protocol annexed to the Agreement
between Israel and Syria. 1 do not have to repeat here the
most positive and favourable attitude that my Govern-
ment has always taken inregard to United Nations peace-
keeping operations and to peace-keeping forces and the
willingness my country has never failed to express to
make such contribu.ions as might be required.

79. Itisthesincere and deeply felt hope of my delegation
that, with the adoption today of the draft resolution
submitted by the Soviet Union and the United States, the
moment of final peace in the Middle East has come
nearer, Further efforts can now proceed in the framework
of the Geneva Conference, in which, together with the
convening Powers and the parties concerned, the United
Nations itself will again be called upon to play an impor-
tant part.

80. We shall leave this meeting with a spirit of reliefand
optimism, becoming perhaps to the approaching days of
Whitsun which are by tradition days of renewal and new
life. Let us hope, therefore, that what could be called the
Council’s Whitsun resolution will carry a new spirit of
hope and congiliation in the coming weeks and months.

81. Mr. BOOH BOOH (United Republic of Cameroon)
(interpretation from French): Pursuant to Security Council
resolution 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, Israel and Syria
have today signed an Agreement for the disengagement of
their troops. The Cameroon Government, which has
always advocated the settlement of the Middle East affair
by peaceful means, welcomes this event, which constitutes
the serious beginnings of dialogue. We hope that the
parties will faithfully apply the Agreement that has been
signed and will be encouraged to pursue serious negotia-
tions with a view to finding a final and just solution to the
state of war which has prevailed for more than a quarter
century in the Middle East.

82. The Israeli and Syrian troop disengagement Agree-
ment is, in the view of my delegation, something of practi-
cal scope which is not at all negligible. As we can read in
paragraph H of that document *This Agreement is not a
peace agreement. It is a step towards a just and durable

peace on the basis of Security Council resolution 338

dated 22 October 1973.” [S8/11302/Add.1, annex 1.}
Nevertheless, this Agreement will make possible the hait-
ing of bloodshed and the creation of conditions favoura-
ble to negotiations on the substance of the matter and will
contribute to the solution of many humanitarian
problems.

83. The United Nations should not, therefore. spare any
effort to permit the machinery provided for in that Agree-
ment to produce the best results, It is for this reason that
my delegation supports the proposal made by the
Secretary-General in his report [S/11302/Add. I]. That is

also why we voted in favour of the draft resolution just
adopted by the Council.

84. My delegation shares the view that the mandate and
the conditions for the functioning of the force should be
completely in keeping with the views expressed by the
Secretary-General in his report of 27 October 1973
[S§/11G52/Rev. 1] on the implementation of resolution 340
(1973), and which was approved by the Council,

85, Before concluding, I should like to pay a well-
deserved tribute tc all Governments which have, directly
orindirectly, worked to bring about the conclusion of the
troop disengagement Agreement which was signed today.
My delegation hopes that these Governments and all the
parties directly concerned in the Middle East question will
redouble their determination to ensure the success of
future states of the negotiations and will do so with a new
and global vision of the realities of the area and a proper
assessment of the legitimate intevests involved. particu-
larly those of the Palestinian people.

86. Mr. STUBBS (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish):
Peru has heard with great happiness the news of the
Agrezment on Disengagement between Israeli and Sy rian
Forces, signed at Geneva today by the representatives of
those two Governments, within the framework of the
Geneva Conference which is being held pursuant to Secu-
rity Council resolution 338 (1973). We wish to congratu-
late the parties for having arrived at this Agrecement,
whose immediate effect will have to be a cessation of fire
in that region of the Middle East. This Agreement joins
the other one that was signed almost seven months ago
concerning the disengagement of Egyptian and Israeli
troops in Sinai.

87. The Council's action today in creating a United
Nations Disengagement Observer Force is an integral
part of the Agreement between the parties and to 4 certain
extent, judging from the words of the Protocol, one rests
upon the other. The Security Council and, generally
speaking, the peace-keeping machinery provided for in
the Charter have demonstrated that the United Nations is
inextricably linked to the task of creating peace in the
Middle East.

88. With the adoption of this resolution, the implemen-
tation of resolution 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 can
start in accordance with the provisions of resolution 338
(1973) of 22 October 1973. Therefore. while we hail
today's Agreement, which required great efforts, we must
stress that this represents only a first step—although an
absolutely indispensable one—in a process which will be
arduous and long. Today's agreement at Geneva altows
us to view the forthcoming negotiations with optimism,

89. Mr. SMIRNOV (Byclorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic) (rranslation from Russtan): The hot-bed of ten-
sion which still exists in the Middle East, and which
developed as a result of Isracl’s aggressive actions. now
occupies a special place in world politics. The United
Nations has becn discussing this problem at the most
varied levels for many years. A large number of recom-
mendations and binding decisions have been made. It is



therefore natural that the attention of the peoples of the
world should now be turned to that area and that the
slightest indications of a search for a political settlement
of the Middle East conflict should be greeted with great
optimism and hope. But it has long been common knowl-
edge that optimism is justified only when it is backed up
by reality.

90. ‘This morning the signing of the Agreement on Dis-
engagement between Israeli and Syrian Forces took place
at Geneva. This undoubtedly represents a great success
for all the interested parties without exception who took
part in the talks. In accordance with this Agreement,
Israel and Syria undertake scrupulously to observe the
cease-~fire and to refrain from all military actions against
each other. Specific measures are laid down to eliminate
possible accidental military clashes. In this Agreement,
the parties have distinctly and clearly specified the role of
the United Nations, under the auspices of which the pro-
visions of the Agreement will be implemented. Thus the
first serious step has been taken towards a political settle-
ment of the contflict, It is precisely this which now deter-
mines the importance and significance of the Agreement.

91. In this connexion, we should like to share the hope
expressed by the Secretary-General in his statement at the
1773rd meeting that “the achievement of this Agreement
on Disengagement will constitute another important step
towards a just and lasting settlement in the Middle East,
for which the Council has worked for many years,”

92. Here we should like to stress that there are of course
two signatures under this Agreement, which has becn
concluded between two sides; but now that thereis talk in
this room of the prospects of the future which is opening
up for further talks, the position of the Syrian Arab
Republic—~which has displayed such high principle and
foresight in working out this Agreement—should be par-
ticularly noted and commended.

93. Great credit for the Agreement between Syria and
Israel is due to the Soviet Union and the socialist coun-
tries, which have always advocated and continue to advo-
cate a just setiiement of the Middle East problem on the
basis of resolution 242 (1967) A. A. Gromyko, the For-
eign Minister of the Soviet Union, has played and is still
playing a positive and constructive role at all stages of the
elimination of the dangerous hotbed of war in the Middte
East.

94. In appreciating the Agreement at its proper value,
the Byelorussian delegation would at the same time point
out that it constitutes oniy a partial measure in the over-
all solution of the Middle East problem and that it does
not embrace the main. key elements for a settlement ol the
conflict-withdrawal of Isracli troops from all occupicd
Arab lands and guarantees for the lawful rights ot the
Arab people of Palestine. It is therefore extremely impor-
tant that, immediately after the completion of the disen-
gagement of Syrian and Israceli troops, the work of the
Geneva Peace Conference on the Middle East shonld be
resumed to permit discussion of all aspects of the Middle
East problem, and above all its cardinal aspects.

95. I should now like to make a few comments on the
measures mentioned by the Secretary-General which
should promote the implementation of the provisions
contained in the Agreement on Disengagement between
Israeli and Syrian Forces, The Byelorussian delegation
supports the Secretary-General's intention to take the
necessary steps, in accordance with the decision of the
Security Council, to organize a United Nations Disen-
gagement Observer Force drawn from military personnel
of UNEF in the Middle East and United Nations
observers in the region.

96. We fully support the Secretary-General's statement
that the general principles for the formation of the United
Nations Disengagement Observer Force would be the
same as those defined in his report of 27 October 1973 to
the Council [$717052/Rev.l] and approved by the Coun-
cil in resolution 341 (197,,.

97. Our delegation also agrees that the mandate of the
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force should
initially be fixed at six months and that, if it becomes
necessary to extend that period, the adoption of a new
resolution by the Council would be required.

98. The Byelorussian delegation would like to express
the hope that the Secretary-General will do everything to
ensure that the expenses involved in the establishment of a
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force will not
exceed the norms aiready established by the Council,

99. In conclusion, our delegation wishes to point out
that the draft resolution which has been adopted will
undoubtedly facilitate the implementation of the Agree-
ment reached between Syria and Israel.

100. The PRESIDENT: I should now like to make a
short statement as the representative of Kenya.

101. My delegation has followed closely the meritoiious
efforts of the United States Secretary of State to promote
peace in the Middle East. Following upon the disengage-
ment of forces on the Suez front, that success has now
been followed by the Agreement signed this morning at
Geneva between Israel and Syria. This is a development
of historic dimensions. and the Government of Kenya
applauds this important step on the rosd towards the
establishment of a just and durable peace in the area.

102. The way is now open for the resumption of the
Geneva Peace Conference. We hope that ail parties will
find it possible to participate. We hope and indeed expect
that all efforts will be directed towards the resumption of’
these very important talks at the carliest possible
moment. The world has waited for a long timie for these
peacclul steps, and we now look forward (o the day when
lasting peace is at last established in the arca.

103.  The United Nations has played and will continue
to play a prominent role in the current peace-keeping
endeavours. A new foree, the United Nations Disengage-
ment Observer Force, is being created. This is, again, an
historic development, and is yet another sign of the vital-
ity of the Organization. The Force will be financed by the



international commuaity, and that is yet another index of
the collective international responsibility to help normal-
ize the situation in the Middle East.

104, We wish the Geneva peace talks a speedy and
successful conclusion. We have no illusions on the diffi-
culties that will be encountered, but there are enough
indications that there is now a determined willingness on
the part of all the countries in the area of conflict to
pursue the path of peace. We in the United Nations havea
duty to encourage this development, and Kenya will not
be found wanting in this effort. Hence our positive vote
earlier in this meeting.

105. As PRESIDENT, I now call upon the representa-
tive of the Syrian Arab Republic.

106. Mr. KELANI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpreta-
tion from French): Mr. President, my delegation considers
it a pleasure to congratulate you on your occupying the
presidency of the Security Council for the month of May,
and at the same time to welcome you to the United
Nations as the new Permanent Representative of Kenya.

107, My delegation supports the resolution the Security
Council has just adopted following the signing this morn-
ing at Geneva of the Agreement on Disengagement
between Israeli and Syrian Forces. That Agreement,
which includes the cease-fire and the disengagement of
forces, is based on paragraph ! of resolution 338 (1973) of
22 Qctober 1973,

108. -My delegation considers that that Agreement,
which is of a military nature, is a first step along the road
to a just and stable peace in the Middle East, on the basis
of resolution 338 (1973), which my Government accepted
and in respect of which it stated—and I would stress
this—it stated that it understocd that resolution to be
based upon the two following essential principles: first,
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from all the Arab territo-
ries occupied in June 1967 and later, and, secondly, the
-safeguarding of the legitimate national rights of the
Palestinian Arab people in accordance with the resolu-
tions of the United Nations.

109. The PRESIDENT: I now call upon the representa-
tive of Israel.

110. Mr. DORON (Isracl); Mr. President, my delega-
tion has not yet had the pleasure of participating in a

Security Council meeting presided over by you. I should -

therefore like to express my delegation's best, if belated,
congratulations to you in your high office.

I11. In respect of the subject-matter of this meeting, 1
have been authorized to state that my Government is in
agreement with the draft resolution in document
$/11305/Rev. 1 and supports it. I should also like to voice
our warmest app :ciation and thanks to the Secretary of
State of the United States, Mr. Kissinger, for his untiring
efforts in bringing about the conclusion of the Agreement
signed this morning at Geneva by representatives of
Israel and Syria.

112, In conclusion, may I quote from the statement
made by Prime Minister Meir in the Knesset at Jerusalem
yesterday. She said "the Agreement constitutes a great
opportunity. The signature and scrupulous observance of
the Agreement create a mutual possibility for bringing
about a positive change of great value in the relations
between Israel and Syria."

113, The PRESIDENT: I now cull upon the Secretary-
General,

114, The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Mow that the
Security Council has decided to set up the United Nations
Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF), I should like
to inform the Council of my proposals for interim arran-
gements to give effect to the resolution of the Council,

115, 1 would suggest that the initial composition of
UNDOF should comprise the Austrian and Peruvian
contingents from the United Nations Emergency Force,
supported by logistical elements from Canada and
Poland. In addition, in the initial phase UNDOF would
comprise those United Nations military observers, in
accordance with the terms of the Protocol, who are
already deployed in the area.

116. I would propose to appoint as interim Com-
mander of UNDOF Brigadier-General Gonzalo Bricefio,
of Peru, who is now commanding the northern brigade of
UNEF. The interim Commander would be assisted by staff
officers drawn from UNEF and the United Nations Truce
Supervision Organization,

117. I have consulted the parties concerned, as required
by the Protocol, and they have informed me that those
arrangements would be acceptable to them. I am also in
contact with the Governments just mentioned for the provi-
sion of the necessary troops.

118.  The Council will, [ am sure, understand that this.ew
operation will inevitably involve additional expenditure.
Naturally, I shall make every possible effort to keep addi-
tional expenditures to a minimum, having in mind, of
course, that the primary objective is the effectiveness of the
Force. I shall not fail to inform the Council in due course of
the concrete financial implications of this new operation.

119. 1 would be grateful to know as soon as possible
whether there is any objection to these proposals so that the
necessary preparation can be made for action to be taken
within the time-limit set in paragraph D of the Disengage-
ment Agreer.ent signed at Geneva this morning.

120, Mr. MALIK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
(translation from Russian): The Soviet delegation has lis-
tened attentively to the statement just made by the
Secretary-General and to his views ard proposals in con-
nexion with the adoption by the Council of the decision to
establish under its lcadership a United Nations observer
force for the disengagement of the Syrian and Israeli troops.

121, The Sceretary-General has presented his views and
proposals of the approvat of the Council. The Soviet delega-



tion has no objections in principle to most of these proposals
and views, and is prepared to vote for them if they are put to
the vote.

122, We have just one reservation: we should prefer
there to be noincrease in the size of UNEF and the United
Nations observer corps in the Middle East, or in the cost
of financing them, as a result of the transfer of a relatively
small proportion of these forces to obscrve the disengage-
ment of Syrian and Israeli troops.

123, The expenditure for the maintenance of INEF was
approved interms of a strictly defined sum by a resolution
adopted at the twenty-cighth session of the General
Assembly [310] (XX VII])], and that resolution should not
be violated.

124, In that connexion, we take note of the Secretary-
General's statement that he will make every possible
effort to ensure that expenditure on the maintenance of
UNEF will not be increased and that to that end the
necessary measures will be taken to keep expendituretoa
minimum,

125, In the opinion of the Soviet delegation, one of the
main elements of possible economy could be the reduc-
tion of one extremely large contingent of UNEF, 1 have in
mind the Canadian contingent, Its size far exceeds the
maximum level of 500 to 600 men, which was agreed
informally between members of the Council and the
Secretary-General in October 1973 at the time when the
Council decided to establish UNEF. The size of this
contingent—1,100 men—far exceeds that level. In view of
this, a reduction of this contingent by at least 300 to 400
men would make it possible to reduce the general expen-
diture for the financing of UNEF considerably, without
detriment to its purpose. This would result in considera-
ble savings and would make it possible to avoid an
increase in expenditure. The Secretary-General would
thereby be spared the danger of conflicting with the afore-
mentioned resolution of the General Assembly and would
avoid infringing that resolution

126. The PRESIDENT: No doubt the observations of
the Soviet representative have been noted and his sugges-
tions will be considered carefully by those concerned.

127. Mr. RICHARD (United Kingdom): I am interven-
ing on a point of procedure and order, in view of some-
thing that the representative of the Soviet Union said. His
words were—I took down the English interpretationand,
of course, I realize that the original Russian might have
been slightly differen —that if the Secretary-General's
report were put to the vote in the Security Council, then
the Soviet Union would be happy to support it,

128. As I understand it, there is ho suggestion anywhere
that this report of the Secretary-General is to be puttoa
vote in the Sccurity Council, There is no draft resolution
before the Council in relation to the Secretary-General's
report, As | understood the procedure adopted this after-
noon, it was that the Secretary-General in presenting his
report, as he has just done, was in fact complying with
paragraph 4 of the resolution adopted by the Council
carlier in the meeting—that is, the paragraph in which we
requested the Secretary-General to keep the Council fully
informed of further developments.

129. ] note with interest that the Secretary-General, in
what he has just said, is in fact complying with that
resolution, one of whose sponsors was the Soviet Union
itself,

130. It would seem to me, therefore, that there is really
no suggestion here of a vote. As  understand it also, there
is no suggestion either of a reduction in the size of any of
the contingents. Some of us were perhaps slightly
intrigued to see that the one contingent singled out by the
representative of the Soviet Union for mention in this
connexion happened by an extraordinary coincidence to
be the Canadian, and none other. Be thai as it may, as |
understand it there are no specific proposals before the
Security Council this afternoon in relation to these forces
on which it is necessary for us to take any vote at all.

131, Mr. President, I should merely like your confirma-
tion of that fact.

132. The PRESIDENT: That was precisely my under-
standing and that is why I made the remark which I made.
Ambassador Malik would support these proposals if they
were put to the vote, but he knew they were not going to
be put to the vote.

133.  Since there does not appear to be any objection, I
assume that the Council agrees to the proposals made by
the Secretary-General this afternoon,

It was so decided.

134. The PRESIDENT: That brings us to the end of our
business for today. Since this is the last meeting this
month over which 1 shall preside as President, 1 should
like to express my thanks to all the members of the
Council for the co-operation and support they have given
me. | express my sincere thanks to all concerned, and
particularly to the members of the United Nations Secre-
tariat who have worked tirelessly to have all the docu-
ments and other matters prepared in time, to the
interpreters and to all the others who have worked behind
the scenes.

The meeting rose at 5.20 p.m.
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