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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3841st neeting of the Security Council, held on 16 Decenber 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
i n Afghani stan", the President of the Security Council nade the follow ng
statenment on behalf of the Council

"The Security Council has considered the report of the Secretary-
General on the situation in Afghanistan and its inplications for
i nternational peace and security of 14 Novenmber 1997 (A/52/682-S/1997/894),
whi ch was al so consi dered by the General Assenbly.

"The Security Council reiterates its grave concern at the continued
mlitary confrontation in Afghanistan, which has caused human suffering and
materi al destruction, which threatens to lead to the disintegration of the
country and which represents a growing threat to regional and internationa

peace and security. It deplores the unwillingness of the Afghan warring
factions to lay down their arms and cooperate with the United Nations for
peace.

"The Security Council stresses that the Afghan conflict has no
mlitary solution and that the primary responsibility for finding a
peaceful settlenent lies with the Afghan parties thenselves. |t urges al
Afghan parties to take genui ne confidence-buil ding neasures, to agree
i mredi ately on a ceasefire, and to engage w thout preconditions in a
political dialogue aimed at achieving national reconciliation, a |asting
political settlenent of the conflict and the formati on of a broad-based,
fully representative governnment that will protect the rights of all Afghans
and abi de by Afghanistan's international obligations.

"The Security Council deplores the fact that foreign mlitary support
to the Afghan parties continued unabated through 1997 and reiterates its
call to all States to end immediately the supply of arms, amunition,
mlitary equipnment, training or any other mlitary support to all parties
to the conflict in Afghanistan, including the involverment of foreign
mlitary personnel.
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"The Security Council encourages the Secretary-General and Menber
States to undertake prelimnary studies on how an effective arnms enbargo
could be inposed and inplemented in a fair and verifiabl e manner

"The Security Council insists that the United Nations, as a
universally recogni zed and inpartial internmediary, nust be given al
necessary support so it can continue to play a pivotal, central role in
coordinated international efforts, including the efforts of interested
countries and organi zations, towards a peaceful resolution of the Afghan
conflict. 1t believes that peace and stability in Afghani stan can best be
attai ned through intra-Afghan political negotiations under United Nations
auspi ces with the active and coordi nated assistance of all countries
concerned. The Council reiterates its full support for the activities and
mandat es of the United Nations Special M ssion to Afghanistan and those of
t he Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan.

"The Security Council supports the efforts of the Secretary-Genera
aimed at the establishnent of a solid international franmework in order to
address the external aspects of the Afghan question and, in this context,
wel cones the conveni ng of meetings of concerned countries as well as those
of the imredi ate nei ghbours and other countries.

"The Security Council remains deeply concerned at the continuing
di scrimnation against girls and wonen and ot her viol ations of human
rights, as well as at violations of international humanitarian law in
Af ghani st an.

"The Security Council notes with deep concern the reports about nass

killings of prisoners of war and civilians in Afghanistan and supports the
Secretary-Ceneral's intention to continue to investigate fully such
reports.

"The Security Council expresses serious concern over the |ooting of
United Nations prem ses and food supplies and deliberate restrictions
pl aced on the access of humanitarian organi zati ons to sonme parts of the
country and on other humanitarian operations, and urges all parties to
prevent their recurrence.

"The Security Council reiterates that the continuation of the conflict
i n Afghani stan provides a fertile ground for terrorismand illegal drug
production and trafficking which destabilize the region and beyond, and
call's upon the | eaders of the Afghan parties to halt such activities.

"The Security Council requests the Secretary-General to continue to
keep it regularly informed about the situation in Afghanistan and his
efforts.

"The Security Council will remain seized of the matter."



