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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3738th neeting of the Security council, held on 7 February 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in the Geat Lakes region", the President of the Security Council nade the
foll owi ng statement on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council expresses its grave concern at the deteriorating
situation in the Great Lakes region, in particular Eastern Zaire, and at
its humani tari an consequences on the refugees and i nhabitants of the
region. It calls for an end to the hostilities and the withdrawal of all
external forces, including nercenaries.

"The Security Council al so expresses its deep concern over the
hurmani tarian crisis in the region and urges all parties to all ow
humani t ari an agenci es and organi zati ons access to deliver humanitarian

assistance to those in need. It also demands that the parties ensure the
safety of all refugees and di spl aced persons as well as the security and
freedom of nmovement of all United Nations and hunmanitarian personnel. It

underlines the obligation of all concerned to respect the rel evant
provisions of international humanitarian | aw.

"The Security Council reaffirnms its coommtnment to the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Zaire and other States in the Great Lakes region
and to the principle of the inviolability of borders. In this connection,
the Council calls upon all the States in the region to refrain, in
accordance with their obligations under the Charters of the United Nations
and the Organization of the African Unity, fromany act, including
cross-border incursions, which would threaten the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of any State and exacerbate the situation in the
region, including endangering the refugees and displ aced persons. It also
call's upon these States to create the conditions necessary for the speedy
and peaceful resolution of the crisis.

"The Security Council expresses its full support for the joint United
Nat i ons/ Organi zati on of African Unity Special Representative for the G eat
Lakes regi on, Anmbassador Mhammed Sahnoun, in the fulfilment of his mandate
as set out in the letter of the Secretary-CGeneral to the President of the
Security Council dated 22 January 1997 (S/1997/73). It urges all parties
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in the region to cooperate fully with the nmission of the Specia
Representative in the search for a peaceful settlenent to the crisis and
calls upon Menmber States to provide the Special Representative with al
necessary support including |ogistical support. It also encourages other
facilitators and representatives of the regional organizations, including
t he European Union and the States concerned, to coordinate closely their
efforts with those of the Special Representative.

"The Security Council reaffirnms the inportance of holding an
i nternational conference on peace, security and devel opment in the Geat
Lakes regi on under the auspices of the United Nations and the O ganization
of African Unity.

"The Security Council welcones all efforts, including those of the
Organi zations and States of the region ained at resolving the crisis, and
in particular, the initiative of President Daniel arap Mi of Kenya and
ot her Heads of States and encourages themto continue their efforts.

"The Security Council will remain seized of the matter."



