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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3824th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 20 Cctober 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Croatia", the President of the Security Council mnmade the foll owi ng statenent
on behalf of the Council:

"The Security Council welcomes the report of the Secretary-Ceneral of
2 Cctober 1997 (S/1997/767), on the United Nations Transitiona
Adm nistration for Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Western Sirm um ( UNTAES)
and agrees with its bal anced and objective assessnent.

"The Security Council notes with approval several positive actions
taken by the Government of Croatia which are contained in the report, as
wel | as those which have occurred since the report was issued. These
devel opnents include the recent agreenents relating to education, progress
on the reintegration of the judiciary, the |aw on convalidation, noves
towards recognition of pensioner service, assistance to |ocal governments
and municipalities, and provision to UNTAES of docunentation on 25 war
crines cases. The Council is also encouraged by the increased cooperation
with the International Tribunal for the Fornmer Yugoslavia. The Counci
expects the Government of Croatia to continue to build upon these positive
steps and accelerate its efforts in order fully to conplete these
initiatives.

"The Security Council welcones the recent establishnment by the
Governnent of Croatia of a progranme for national reconciliation. A fina
assessnent of this programme nust await its full and pronpt inplenmentation.

"The Security Council continues to note with concern that there are
still many outstandi ng areas and i ssues of contention and non-conpli ance,
whi ch require further, urgent action fromthe Government of Croatia. The
Council reiterates its call to the Governnent of Croatia to curb nedia
attacks on ethnic groups. The Council also underlines, in particular, the
i nportance of the renoval of all legal and admi nistrative barriers, thus
all owi ng the accel erated voluntary two-way return of displaced persons,
including their right to choose to live in the region, as well as the
return of refugees. It calls upon the Governnent of Croatia to give
i medi ate effect to recent decisions of the Constitutional Court regarding
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the Law on the Tenporary Takeover and Adm nistration of Specified Property,
and to take further action to pronote the safe return of owners to their
hones and the resolution of the issue of lost tenancy rights, including
ensuring access to reconstruction assistance.

“"Miuch progress in these and other outstanding areas nust be made on an
urgent basis, in order for the Governnent of Croatia to conply fully with
its obligations and create the conditions for a successful conpletion of
UNTAES. For its part, the local Serb popul ation nust also take nore active
neasures to participate in the reintegration process.

"The Security Council notes the urgent need for all |ocal governnent
bodies in the region, particularly the Gty Council of Vukovar, to comence
full normal functions inmediately.

"The Security Council expresses its concern about the behavi our of
sone officers of the Transitional Police Force, and urges full cooperation
with UNTAES in inproving the performance of this Force. The Counci
approves the intention of the Secretary-General to retain United Nations
civilian police and mlitary observers at current levels to the end of the
UNTAES nandate. The Council also notes the need to address concerns
relating to the continuation of police nonitoring functions.

"The Security Council wel cones the cl ose cooperation between UNTAES
and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in
expanding the long-termmssion of the OSCE in Croati a.

"The Security Council shares the assessnent of the Secretary-Genera
that there is sufficient time for Coatia to conply fully with its
obligations and commtnents before 15 January 1998 and urges the CGovernnent
of Croatia to redouble its efforts in the tine remaining. The Counci
| ooks forward to the next report of the Secretary-General on all aspects
rel evant to the peaceful reintegration of the region, due by the beginning
of Decenber."



