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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3771st nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 24 April 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in the Geat Lakes region", the President of the Security Council nade the
foll owi ng statement on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council is increasingly alarnmed at the deterioration of
the situation in Zaire and at the humanitarian consequences this is having
on the refugees, displaced persons and other affected civilian inhabitants.
It expresses its deep concern at the |ack of progress in efforts to bring
about a peaceful and negotiated settlement of the conflict in Zaire.

"The Security Council once again underlines the obligation of al
concerned to respect the relevant rules of international |aw including
those of international humanitarian |aw.

"The Security Council is dismayed by the continued | ack of access
bei ng af forded by the Al liance of Denocratic Forces for the Liberation of
Congo/ Zaire (ADFL) to United Nations and other humanitarian relief
agenci es, and by the recent acts of violence which have hanpered the
delivery of humanitarian assistance. |t reiterates the statement of its
President of 4 April 1997 (S/PRST/1997/19) and in particular calls in the
strongest terns upon the ADFL to ensure unrestricted and safe access by al
hurmani tarian relief agencies so as to allow the inmediate provision of
humani tarian aid to those affected, and to guarantee the safety of
hurmani tari an relief workers, refugees, displaced persons and other affected
civilian inhabitants in the areas which the ADFL control

"The Security Council also expresses its concern at the obstruction of
the repatriation plan of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) for eastern Zaire. It calls upon the ADFL and the Governnent of
Rwanda to cooperate fully and wi thout delay with UNHCR to enable the early
i mpl ement ati on of the plan.

"The Security Council is particularly alarmed by reports of nassacres
and ot her serious violations of human rights in eastern Zaire. 1In this
context, it calls upon the ADFL and others concerned in the region to
cooperate fully with the recently established United Nations investigative
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m ssion by ensuring uninpeded access to all areas and sites under
i nvestigation, as well as the security of the nmenbers of the nission.

"The Security Council reiterates its full support for the United
Nations five-point peace plan, endorsed by its resolution 1097 (1997) of
18 February 1997. It calls for an immediate cessation of hostilities and
cal I s upon the Governnent of Zaire and the ADFL to engage seriously and
fully in the search for a speedy political solution to the problens in
Zaire, including transitional arrangenments |eading to the hol ding of
denocratic and free elections with the participation of all parties. In
this context, it calls upon the President of Zaire and the | eader of the
ADFL to neet as soon as possible.

"The Security Council warmy comrends the efforts of the joint United
Nati ons/ Organi zati on of African Unity (QAU) Special Representative for the
G eat Lakes region. It calls upon all States, in particular those in the
region, to support these efforts and to refrain fromany action that woul d
further exacerbate the situation in Zaire.

"The Security Council reaffirnms once again the inportance of hol ding
an international conference on peace, security and devel opment in the Geat
Lakes regi on under the auspices of the United Nations and the OAU

"The Security Council expresses its gratitude to the Secretary-Cenera
for keeping it informed of devel opnents in the Great Lakes region and
requests himto continue to do so on a regul ar basis.

"The Security Council will remain seized of the matter."



