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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3768th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 16 April 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
between Irag and Kuwait", the President of the Security Council made the
foll owi ng statement on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council has considered the case of an Iraqi aircraft
whi ch flew from Baghdad, Iraq to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on 9 April 1997 and
t hen depart ed.

"The Governnent of Iraq, in a letter dated 3 February 1997, had
requested clearance fromthe Committee established pursuant to resol ution
661 (1990) for the release of 50 mllion dollars fromthe frozen Iraq
assets being held in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the United Arab Emrates to
cover pilgrimge costs and requested the agreenment of the Conmttee for
flights by Iragi Airways to transport those pilgrins to Jeddah, during the
holy pil grimage season

"The Conmittee answered in a letter dated 3 March 1997 that it would
be in a better position to consider the rel ease of the frozen Iraqgi funds
if a request was submtted by a country which was willing to rel ease such
funds to neet the pilgrinmge costs.

"The Governnent of Iraq proceeded with this particular flight wthout
specific consultation with the Commttee. Such consultation would have
allowed the Conmittee to consider the natter and to determ ne whether the
flight required Commttee approval under the relevant resol utions.

"The Security Council draws to the attention of Menber States their
obl i gations under resolutions 661 (1990), 670 (1990) and ot her rel evant
resol utions.

"The Council underlines its respect for the obligation of Miuslins to
performthe Hajj pilgrinmge."
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