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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3726th meeting of the Security Council, held on 20 Decenber 1996 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Somalia", the President of the Security Council mnmade the foll ow ng statenent
on behal f of the Council:

"The Security Council is gravely concerned at the resunption of
fighting in Mogadi shu, where the |atest clashes are taking an increasingly
heavy toll in human lives. It is deeply concerned, in particular, at the

plight of the civilian popul ation, whose suffering is increased even
further by the fighting.

"The Security Council calls on all Sonmali factions to cease
i medi ately all hostilities and to restore an effective ceasefire.

"The Security Council fully supports the efforts of the countries of
the region as well as of international and regional organizations, in
particul ar the Organization of African Unity and the League of Arab States,
to facilitate a political settlenment of the crisis in Somalia. |t appeals
to all Somali factions to join in such efforts and to start a process of
nati onal reconciliation ained at the establishnment of a broad-based
nati onal Governnent.

"The Council reaffirms its conmtnment to a lasting solution to the
crisis in Somalia and encourages the Secretary-General to continue to
nonitor closely the situation and to report to the Council on any further
devel opnent .

"The Security Council rem nds once again all States of their
obligations to inplement fully the general and conpl ete enbargo i nposed by
resolution 733 (1992) on all deliveries of weapons and mlitary equi pnent
to Somali a.

"The Security Council reaffirnms its appreciation to all the
organi zations and individuals who carry out humanitarian activities in
Sonmalia and calls upon all Sonmali factions to ensure the safety of all the
per sonnel involved."
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