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 The Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to the United Nations presents its compliments to the Chair of the Security 
Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) and, with 
reference to your note verbale dated 17 October 2007, has the honour to transmit 
herewith an update to the report of the Government of the United Kingdom in 
accordance with paragraph 4 of Council resolution 1540 (2004) (see annex). 
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  Annex to the note verbale dated 14 December 2007 from the 
Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to the United Nations addressed to the Chair of 
the Committee 
 
 

  Third Report of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland on the implementation of Security Council 
resolution 1540 (2007) 
 
 

1. The United Kingdom thanks the Chair of the Security Council Committee 
established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) for his letter of 17 October to the 
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to the United Nations in New York and for the accompanying matrix. The 
United Kingdom is pleased to present herewith its third national report in response. 
The report is intended to provide additional clarification, where requested, regarding 
the United Kingdom’s national legal framework and enforcement provisions, 
augmenting the information provided in its second report of 19 September 2005. An 
amended matrix suggesting how measures contained herein may relate to the United 
Nations experts’ framework is attached as an appendix. 

2. The United Kingdom remains a firm supporter of Security Council resolution 
1540 (2004) and believes that it forms an essential element of the global counter-
proliferation and counter-terrorism regime. We have a wide range of legislative 
measures in place to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons. We continue to work hard in our national capacity to strengthen our 
legislation and operational systems, where appropriate, in order to ensure that they 
meet the highest international standards. 
 

  National practices  
 

3. The United Kingdom has a wide range of legislative measures in place to 
prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and will 
shortly commence research and drafting of a 1540 (2004) national action plan. The 
plan will include sections on domestic implementation, existing outreach 
mechanisms and past assistance projects, and a consolidated guide to 1540 (2004) 
implementation assistance that may be available from the United Kingdom. The 
section on domestic implementation will review areas where further legislation or 
enforcement may be required and will cover not only the United Kingdom but also 
our Overseas Dependent Territories. The second section will identify all United 
Kingdom Government funding programmes that are or have been relevant to the 
implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004). These include the 
Global Threat Reduction Programme administered by the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (formerly known as the Department for Trade 
and Industry), the Global Opportunities Fund and Departmental Programme Budget 
of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Ministry of Defence’s Defence 
Assistance Fund. It will also aim to establish a complete record of all relevant 
United Kingdom outreach activity. Details of the wide range of activity underwritten 
by the Global Threat Reduction Programme in 2006 are available from 
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file36547.pdf. Finally the national action plan will 
provide information for States wishing to access acknowledged areas of United 
Kingdom expertise ranging from securing or destroying weapons of mass 
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destruction-related materials to export and border controls, drafting legislation and 
writing a first report. 

4. The approach of the United Kingdom to outreach activity is founded in its 
strong belief that the proliferation threat is best tackled through effective 
multilateralism, cooperation and partnership. The resolution itself was carefully 
crafted, setting an international benchmark for non-proliferation, yet not pointing 
the finger at any individual country or group of countries. The United Kingdom is 
committed to the long haul and to assist international partners in the successful 
global implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). 
 

  Intra-governmental processes 
 

5. The United Kingdom believes that its Global Threat Reduction Programme, 
much of which directly supports the goals of Security Council resolution 1540 
(2004) in the former Soviet Union and beyond, offers a good model of effective and 
efficient intra-governmental cooperation. In the more than four years since the 
establishment of the Global Partnership at Kananaskis, Canada, the United Kingdom 
has successfully implemented large-scale and complex projects, mainly aimed at 
securing the legacy of Cold War weapons of mass destruction and related materiel in 
Russia and other areas of the former Soviet Union. This work has addressed some of 
the World’s most pressing proliferation challenges, and the United Kingdom has 
been internationally acknowledged for its valuable contribution to the Kananaskis 
agenda. The United Kingdom’s work to reduce these threats, in collaboration with 
other members of the Global Partnership, will remain important. However, since 
Kananaskis, new proliferation threats have continued to emerge from the legacy of 
weapons of mass destruction programmes, both inside and outside the former Soviet 
Union.  

6. The British Government therefore initiated a review of the options for further 
enhancing the effective management of the programme, to ensure that the United 
Kingdom is adequately equipped to respond to these new challenges. Following this 
review, in October 2006, Ministers agreed to improve the framework within which 
the United Kingdom delivers its threat reduction work. They established new 
governance arrangements for the programme, which provide a more flexible and 
effective structure for the work. The new structure encompasses all of the United 
Kingdom’s existing Global Partnership work, and provides a durable and flexible 
framework within which to address new proliferation challenges. The Kananaskis 
agenda remains relevant as an agreed set of priorities of the Group of Eight, to 
which the United Kingdom will continue to make a major contribution. The new 
programme framework also allows the United Kingdom to effectively address 
broader threat reduction priorities in the weapons of mass destruction field and 
makes it easier to expand further the geographic and functional scope of the United 
Kingdom’s activity.  

7. In recognition of the important contribution of the programme to delivering the 
Government’s counter-proliferation objectives, a Ministerial Oversight Board 
(comprising Ministers from the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform, Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Ministry of Defence) meets 
regularly to ensure that the programme maintains its strategic relevance and 
direction. A single inter-Departmental Oversight Board also meets at least three 
times a year to ensure that the programme is well managed and continues to meet 
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the United Kingdom’s priorities. The United Kingdom publishes an annual report, 
setting out what has been achieved in the year, and an outline of future priorities and 
plans. 

8. The terms of reference for the Ministerial Oversight Board are: 

 • To provide political oversight and strategic direction for the programme; 

 • To approve annually the overall priorities for funding across the programme 
for the following financial year, and to set guidance for funding priorities for 
the subsequent two years; 

 • To ensure an appropriate public and parliamentary profile for the programme. 

9. The role of the new official level Programme Oversight Board is to: 

 • Support ministers in providing overall strategic direction for United Kingdom 
threat reduction programmes, including reviewing programme priorities and 
resource allocation; 

 • Monitor and review the programme’s overall performance; 

 • Resolve, at a higher level, strategic issues that cannot be resolved at project 
level; 

 • Provide oversight of the United Kingdom Government’s resources committed 
to weapons of mass destruction threat reduction work; 

 • Oversee preparation and publication of an annual report subject to approval by 
the Ministerial Board.  

10. The Director of the Defence and Strategic Threats, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office chairs the official Oversight Board. Its members include 
relevant Directors or nominees from stakeholder departments (Department for 
Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
Ministry of Defence, Cabinet Office and Her Majesty’s Treasury). Although the 
Oversight Board provides the overall strategic direction for the programme, the 
selection and implementation of projects remain the responsibility of technical 
steering groups established by the Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform and the Ministry of Defence. These make full use of the 
expertise across the British Government to manage the individual programme areas, 
and advise on priorities and selection of projects. Both the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform and the Ministry of Defence already have 
experienced teams overseeing project management, and their financial and project 
management frameworks have been endorsed by internal audit reviews. Both 
programmes also use the experience of private sector project managers to implement 
and monitor projects. These project managers are selected by open international 
competition, with fresh tenders at appropriate intervals. Under these new 
arrangements the current project management structure was maintained. The United 
Kingdom has also continued to hold regular meetings with other donors to share 
lessons learned and to discuss priorities and the scope for joint projects so that costs 
can be shared and exposure to project risk limited. Although the current programme 
management arrangements implemented by the United Kingdom are widely seen as 
best practice, further improvements will be made wherever there are opportunities to 
do so.  



 S/AC.44/2007/23
 

5 10-48121 
 

11. Previous reports submitted by the United Kingdom provide details on the 
Government’s cross-Whitehall non-proliferation structures. The Counter-
Proliferation Committee is the United Kingdom’s principal coordination mechanism 
for strategic counter-proliferation policy and includes officials from the relevant 
policy departments and the intelligence community. The Counter-Proliferation 
Implementation Committee is responsible for actions effecting the United 
Kingdom’s counter-proliferation strategies and initiatives. 
 

  Points of contact 
 

12. Points of contact for issues relating to Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) 
are as follows: 

Samantha Job     Samantha.Job@fco.gov.uk 
First Secretary Political Counter Terrorism and Counter-Proliferation 
United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations 
One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza  
28th Floor 
885 Second Avenue  
New York, NY 10017 
Telephone: 1 212 745 9311 

Richard Etherington    Richard.Etherington@fco.gov.uk 
First Secretary Political Disarmament and Counter-Proliferation 
United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations 
One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza  
28th Floor 
885 Second Avenue  
New York, NY 10017 
Telephone: 1 212 745 9214 

Nicholas Low     Nick.Low@fco.gov.uk 
Nuclear Issues Team Leader 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 
Telephone: 44 20 7008 6506 

Tsui-Ling Yu     Tsui-Ling.Yu@fco.gov.uk 
Chemical Weapons Convention Desk Officer 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 
Telephone: 44 20 7008 2250 

13. The United Kingdom is content for the present report to be placed on the 
United Nations 1540 (2004) Committee website as a public document. 
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Appendix 
 

  Comments on specific issues raised by Security Council 
resolution 1540 (2004) 
 
 

  Operative paragraph 1 
 

 “Decides that all States shall refrain from providing any form of support to 
non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, 
transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their 
means of delivery” 

 

  Conventions, treaties and arrangements 
 

Previous reports submitted by the United Kingdom provide details on conventions, 
treaties and other arrangements. To recap briefly, the United Kingdom signed the 
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention on 10 April 1972 (ratified 26 March 
1975). It signed the Chemical Weapons Convention 13 January 1993 (ratified  
13 May 1996). The United Kingdom ratified the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
on 1 July 1968. The relevant prohibitions are enacted in United Kingdom law. The 
United Kingdom is one of the original Member States of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), having ratified its membership in July 1957. The United 
Kingdom continues to urge States not yet party to these treaties and arrangements to 
join at the earliest opportunity. 

The United Kingdom continues to be an active member of the Missile Technology 
Control Regime, the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Australia Group, the Zangger 
Committee and the Wassenaar Arrangement. The United Kingdom is also a 
signatory to the International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile 
Proliferation.  

The British Government is working hard to stop the spread of knowledge and skills 
that could be used in the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their 
means of delivery. From 30 November 2007 the academic technology approval 
scheme became a mandatory requirement within the immigration rules for students 
intending to enter or remain in the United Kingdom for more than six months to 
undertake post-graduate studies or research in certain designated subjects. The 
scheme replaces the Government’s voluntary vetting scheme and is designed to 
ensure that people who apply to study certain sensitive subjects in the United 
Kingdom do not have links to weapons of mass destruction programmes.  
 

  Operative paragraph 2 
 

 “Decides also that all States, in accordance with their national procedures, 
shall adopt and enforce appropriate effective laws which prohibit any 
non-State actor to manufacture, acquire, possess, develop, transport, transfer or 
use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of delivery, in 
particular for terrorist purposes, as well as attempts to engage in any of the 
foregoing activities, participate in them as an accomplice, assist or finance 
them” 

As a party to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention and the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, the obligations in these conventions are fully enacted in 
United Kingdom law.  
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  Biological weapons 
 

As set out in the United Kingdom’s previous reports, the Biological Weapons Act 
1974, Section 1, prohibits the development, production, stockpiling, acquisition and 
possession of biological weapons and their means of delivery. An amendment under 
the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001, Sections 43 and 44, prohibits the 
transfer and brokering of biological weapons. These offences apply to acts 
committed outside the United Kingdom if carried out by a national of the United 
Kingdom or a body incorporated under United Kingdom Law. The use of biological 
weapons is further prohibited under Section 113 of the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and 
Security Act. 
 

  Chemical weapons 
 

The Chemical Weapons Act of 1996 prohibits the production, acquisition, 
possession, development, transfer, use or intention to use chemical weapons and 
their means of delivery. Section 113 of the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 
makes the use of noxious substances or items to cause harm or intimidate an 
offence. 

The Accessories and Abettors Act 1861 makes it an offence to aid, abet, procure or 
counsel activities prohibited under the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act. The 
Act also makes it an offence for anyone to aid, abet, procure, counsel or incite a 
non-United Kingdom national to commit an offence relating to biological, chemical 
or nuclear weapons. 
 

  Nuclear weapons 
 

As detailed in previous reports, the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act provides 
the national legal framework prohibiting the production, acquisition, possession, 
development, transfer or use of nuclear weapons or taking part in the development 
or manufacture of nuclear weapons.  
 

  Proliferation financing 
 

The United Kingdom is taking action at a national level to counter proliferation-
financing risks. Financing the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is an 
offence in the United Kingdom under the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act of 
2001. Targeted financial sanctions related to Security Council resolutions 1737 
(2006) and 1747 (2007) and others also criminalize proliferation financing related to 
specific Security Council sanctions obligations. Financial information is considered 
routinely in prosecutions conducted under these acts. Financial institutions are 
required to submit reports on suspicious transactions to the United Kingdom’s 
Financial Intelligence Unit in relation to all types of financial crimes, including 
proliferation financing, and guidance is made available to financial institutions to 
assist them in identifying financial activities associated with proliferation.  
 

  Transport of biological, chemical and nuclear weapons and related material 
 

Offences under the Biological Weapons Act, the Chemical Weapons Act and the 
Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act apply regardless of whether some form of 
transport is involved in carrying out the offence. Although the involvement of 
transport may constitute part of the fact of a case, it is usually irrelevant in making 
up the elements of an offence. 
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The transport industries’ security regulator, TRANSEC (transport security and 
contingencies), devises and enforces standards, taking into account both of the costs 
to the industry of security measures and the consequences of security failures. 
Industries currently regulated are aviation, maritime and railways. With effect from 
July 2005, TRANSEC also regulates all industries in respect of the security of 
dangerous goods in transport. Since July 2005 security regulations have been 
included in the Carriage of Dangerous Goods Regulations and supersede the 
voluntary codes of practice that had previously been in place. The European 
Commission has adopted new rail and road security measures. The requirements are 
split into two levels: a general level applicable to the carriage of all dangerous 
goods and a higher level for the carriage of high consequence dangerous goods. 
These are defined as those which have the potential for misuse in a terrorist incident 
and which may, as a result, produce serious consequences such as mass casualties or 
mass destruction. 

The measures for road and rail are currently in place through the Carriage of 
Dangerous Goods and Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment Regulations 2007 
and are supported by a comprehensive set of guidance. These regulations cover the 
transport of infectious and toxic substances. The movement of all civil nuclear 
material, as defined by the Nuclear Industries Security Regulations 2003, is not 
covered by this guidance and these regulations. The transport of such material is 
regulated by the Office for Civil Nuclear Security in accordance with the Nuclear 
Industries Security Regulations. 

The legislation referred to in this section can be read in full at http://www.opsi.gov 
.uk/acts 
 

  Operative paragraph 3 
 

 “Decides also that all States shall take and enforce effective measures to 
establish domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical or 
biological weapons and their means of delivery, including by establishing 
appropriate controls over related materials and to this end shall: 

 “(a) Develop and maintain appropriate effective measures to account for and 
secure such items in production, use, storage or transport; 

 “(b) Develop and maintain appropriate effective physical protection 
measures” 

The production, use and storage of biological and chemical weapons under any 
circumstances are strictly prohibited under United Kingdom law. Measures to 
account for such activities are necessarily limited to the category of related or dual-
purpose materials, as set out in the United Kingdom’s previous reports. The 
National Counter-Terrorism and Security Office oversees the physical protection of 
facilities and materials where biological or chemical dual-use issues exist. 
 

  Biological weapons and related materials 
 

Part 7 of the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001 makes provision for the 
security of the toxins and pathogens listed in schedule 5 to that Act. This (the 
schedule 5 to the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001 (Modification) Order 
2007) has been amended and came into force on 2 April 2007. This modifies the 
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schedule 5 through the additions of some pathogens and toxins and the removal of 
some pathogens and toxins.  

Part 7 of the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001 (Extension to Animal 
Pathogens) Order 2007 extends part 7 to cover animal pathogens. Schedule 5 had 
previously only included pathogens that could be used to cause serious harm to 
human health. 
 

  Chemical weapons 
 

The Chemical Weapons Act lays down strict controls to ensure that chemicals listed 
in schedule 1 of the Chemical Weapons Convention are only used for certain 
allowed purposes (pharmaceutical, research, medical and purposes related to 
protection against toxic chemicals). Any facility, which produces, used or possesses 
schedule 1 chemicals must be licensed. Licence holders are required to account for 
their production, use and stocks of any schedule 1 chemicals on their site.  

The United Kingdom’s second report made reference to all stocks of chemical 
weapons awaiting destruction being accounted for, secured and physically protected 
at Defence Science and Technology Laboratory at Porton Down. Destruction of all 
old chemical weapons recovered to date was completed in March 2007. 
 

  Nuclear weapons 
 

The Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) 
chapter VII, Safeguards, and Commission Regulation No. 302/2005 provide the 
national legal framework for the accounting of production, use and storage of civil 
nuclear materials. The Atomic Energy Act (1946) establishes civil/criminal penalties 
for offences in this area. The United Kingdom ratified the Convention on the 
Physical Protection of Nuclear Materials on 13 June 1980. The Convention has been 
implemented nationally through the Nuclear Materials (Offences) Act 1983 and 
section 9 of the Terrorism Act 2006. The Nuclear Safeguards and Electricity 
(Finance) Act (1978) and the Nuclear Safeguards Act 2000 provide similar 
enforcement for safeguards agreements with IAEA (INFCIRC/263 and 
INFIRC/263.Add.1, respectively). 

A comprehensive legal framework is in place for civil nuclear security regulation, 
encompassing technical guidance, inspections and security exercises. The Nuclear 
Industries Security Regulations 2003 provide for the protection of nuclear material 
against the risks of theft and sabotage and for the protection of sensitive nuclear 
information. Section 79 of the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001 makes 
it an offence to intentionally or recklessly disclose information which might 
prejudice the security of a civil or defence licensed nuclear site or of nuclear 
material. It is an offence to make an unauthorized disclosure of uranium enrichment 
technology under the Uranium Enrichment Technology (Prohibition on Disclosure) 
Regulations 2004.  

The Office for Civil Nuclear Security is now part of the Health and Safety 
Executive instead of the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform (formerly known as the Department of Trade and Industry). The Office is 
the national security regulatory authority for the United Kingdom’s civil nuclear 
industry and is responsible for approving security arrangements and ensuring 
compliance with the Regulations. The Nuclear Industries Security Regulations 2003 
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contain criminal penalties for non-compliance. Civil nuclear operators in the United 
Kingdom must have approved site security plans covering physical protection 
features, including fencing, closed-circuit television and the role of security guards 
and officers of the Civil Nuclear Constabulary. The Energy Act 2004 created the 
Civil Nuclear Police Authority and set out the powers of the members of the Civil 
Nuclear Constabulary. The Constabulary is a national specialized armed police force 
responsible for the protection of civil nuclear sites and nuclear materials on 
designated United Kingdom nuclear-licensed sites and in transit. Security 
arrangements must also cover the protection of proliferation-sensitive 
information/technologies and the reliability of individuals dealing with them. The 
Office must also approve transporters of sensitive nuclear material and transport 
plans. 

Physical security at the Ministry of Defence sites is governed by administrative 
procedure Joint Service Publication 440. The Ministry of Defence Police performs a 
similar job to the Civil Nuclear Constabulary in relation to defence sites/material. 
The Official Secrets Act 1989 contains offences related to unauthorized/improper 
communication of information relating, inter alia, to nuclear weapons and related 
defence material. 

Section 9 of the Terrorism Act 2006 implements the United Nations Convention for 
the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, making the possession and use of 
radioactive materials, devices or facilities for the purposes of terrorism an offence. 
It is also an offence for a person to demand that another individual supply them with 
a radioactive device or material or threaten to use such material. Both offences are 
punishable by the maximum sentence, imprisonment for life on conviction on 
indictment. 

 “(c) Develop and maintain appropriate effective border controls and law 
enforcement efforts to detect, deter, prevent and combat, including through 
international cooperation when necessary, the illicit trafficking and brokering 
in such items in accordance with their national legal authorities and legislation 
and consistent with international law; 

 “(d) Establish, develop, review and maintain appropriate effective national 
export and trans-shipment controls over such items, including appropriate laws 
and regulations to control export, transit, trans-shipment and re-export and 
controls on providing funds and services related to such export and 
transhipment such as financing, and transporting that would contribute to 
proliferation, as well as establishing end-user controls; and establishing and 
enforcing appropriate criminal or civil liberties for violations of such export 
control laws and regulations”. 

 

  Border controls 
 

There is an organized and effective border control operation in place, including 
comprehensive visa requirements, and procedures and powers for checking 
passengers who are considered a possible risk to the security of the United 
Kingdom. Securing the United Kingdom’s borders involves specialist expertise and 
close cooperation of the Police, the Security Service and Immigration and Customs. 
These agencies work together, sharing intelligence to target those who pose a 
security risk, to minimize disruption to passengers, trade and freight. Border 
security measures are also integrated as much as possible with the security measures 
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used in the United Kingdom’s transport systems. In 2004, the Prime Minister 
announced plans for a high-tech programme to modernize and strengthen the United 
Kingdom’s borders (the “e-Borders” programme). This is a cross-cutting initiative 
coordinated by the Home Office involving key border control, law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies. Further details and progress reports can be found on 
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/eborders/. A number of Government 
departments and agencies, including the Defence Science and Technology 
Department may be called upon on an ad hoc basis to provide assistance in the form 
of technical advice on weapons of mass destruction and related materials in support 
of customs activity, including in relation to border controls.  
 

  Export licensing 
 

Export licences are required if the items exported or transferred are for a “relevant 
use” in regards to weapons of mass destruction. Relevant use is defined in the 
Export Control Act 2002 as “use in connection with the development, production, 
handling, operation, maintenance, storage, detection, identification or dissemination 
of chemical, biological or nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, or 
the development, production, maintenance or storage of missiles capable of 
delivering such weapons”. The United Kingdom national statutory licensing 
authority is the Export Control Organization, part of the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (formerly known as the Department for Trade 
and Industry). The Export Control Organization also provides the inter-agency 
review for licences and takes advice from all other Departments with an interest in 
licence applications, thus operating on an inter-agency basis. The United Kingdom’s 
second report gives full details on licensing and export controls.  

The European Union Commission has competence on exports of dual-use goods 
from the European Community. The legal basis for controlling the movement of 
dual-use goods from the Community is Council Regulation (EC) No. 1334/2000, as 
amended, which is directly applicable in all European Union Member States. 
However, the Regulation does not contain provisions for licensing, enforcement and 
penalties; these are implemented by each Member State at a national level. In the 
United Kingdom this is via the Export of Goods, Transfer of Technology and 
Provision of Technical Assistance (Control) Order 2003. Penalties for anyone 
convicted of an offence under the provisions of the Export of Goods, Transfer of 
Technology or Provision of Technical Assistance (Control) Order 2003 range from a 
fine to a maximum of 10 years imprisonment. 

The United Kingdom has the powers to control the trans-shipment of controlled 
goods and, in respect of weapons of mass destruction, non-controlled goods through 
the United Kingdom. However, it takes a targeted approach to transhipment controls 
whereby most are either subject to a conditional exception as set out in legislation or 
are covered by the Open General Transhipment Licence. However, neither the 
exceptions nor the Open General Transhipment Licence cover trans-shipments of 
items where the exporter has been informed by a competent authority of the 
Member State where he is established, is aware or suspects that they are or may be 
intended, in their entirety or in part, for use in connection with the development, 
production, handling, operation, maintenance, storage, detection, identification or 
dissemination of chemical, biological or nuclear weapons, or other nuclear 
explosive devices, or the development, production, maintenance or storage of 
missiles capable of delivering such weapons. In these circumstances, an individual 



S/AC.44/2007/23  
 

10-48121 12 
 

trans-shipment licence is required (and would only be issued if consistent with the 
consolidated European Union and national criteria (see http://www.dti.gov.uk/ 
europeandtrade/strategic-export-control/licensing-policy/index.). 
 

  Operative paragraph 8 
 

 “Calls upon all States:  

 “(d) To develop appropriate ways to work with and inform industry and the 
public regarding their obligations under such laws” 

The Export Control Advisory Committee, with representations from trade 
associations and the Government export control community, meets regularly to 
discuss developments and areas of concern. In addition, an extensive awareness 
campaign for industry around the United Kingdom continues. Twenty-five seminars 
and training courses were held nationwide during 2006, attended by over 500 
delegates from 180 organizations. Presentations are also given to individual 
companies. Along with a regularly updated website, the Export Control 
Organization also maintains a web-based tool, the Goods Checker, to help exporters 
find out if their products are licensable. Further information on the Export Control 
Advisory Committee and the Goods Checker can be found at http://www.dti.gov.uk/ 
europeandtrade/strategic-export-control/help-advice/index.html. 

 


