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The Permanent Mission of Malta to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Chairman of the Security Council Committee established
pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004), and in reference to the latter’s note verbale
dated 21 June 2004, has the honour to enclose herewith Malta’s first report on the
implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) (see annex).
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Annex to the note verbale dated 20 October 2004 from the
Permanent Mission of Malta to the United Nations addressed to
the Chairman of the Committee

Malta’s national report on the implementation of Security Council
resolution 1540 (2004)

Introduction

Malta remains committed towards the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction and the
implementation of confidence-building measures world wide and, in particular, the Mediterranean
region. It has been the consistent policy of the Government of Malta not to manufacture or export
arms, including conventional weapons and military equipment to other countries at all times.

The Government of Malta is committed to a policy, which opposes the proliferation of nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons, and to the implementation of multilateral treaties, whose aim is to
eliminate and prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. In this regard Malta
undertakes all effective and necessary control measures aimed to prevent the illicit trafficking in
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their means of delivery, and related materials, including
the adoption of legislative measures and the enforcement of appropriate sanctions for the violation of
such measures.

As Malta is a member of the European Union, reference is made to the EU Common Report that will
be transmitted to the UNSC 1540 Special Committee separately. This EU Report covers areas of the
EU and Community competences and activities in relation to UNSC Resolution 1540 and should be
read in conjunction with this national report.

In this regard, Malta is committed to the implementation of UNSC resolution 1540 (2004) and wishes
to provide the following information.

International Instruments on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation, Legislative action and
Enforcement action.

Malta is a State Party to the following International Treaties and Instruments on
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation:

- Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction.

- Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and their Destruction.

- Protocol for the Prohibition of the use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and
of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare.
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- Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

- Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water.

- Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear weapons and other Weapons of Mass
Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof.

- Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material.

- Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban-Treaty.

- International Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation.

- Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-
Personnel Mines and their Destruction.

- Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
which may be deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects, including
Protocol I – Protocol on Non-Detectable Fragments, Protocol II - Protocol on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and other Devices, and Protocol III – Protocol
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary Weapons. On 24 September 2004,
Malta deposited with the UN Secretary General, the Declaration of Consent to be bound by the
Amendment to Article 1 of the 1980 Convention on CCW, Protocol II as amended and
Protocol IV on Blinding Laser Weapons.

Malta has observer status in the Conference on Disarmament (CD) and follows closely
proceedings of the negotiations and discussions within the CD on various disarmament issues
and items. Malta is considering applying for membership to the Conference on Disarmament.
Malta has always submitted its reports to the United Nations concerning data on military
expenditure and exports/imports of conventional weapons.

Malta signed the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material on 3 March, 1980 and
deposited the instrument of accession on 16 October, 2003. Accession to this Convention required the
establishment of a national regulatory authority to address issues regarding physical protection of
nuclear material. A Radiation Protection Board was established in this regard to implement the
provisions of the Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection Regulations, published under Legal Notice
No. 44 of 28 January, 2003. One of the roles of this Board is to issue authorization or otherwise
regarding the import and export of nuclear material as well as transiting Maltese territory by land or
through its airports and seaports. No person shall with regard to nuclear material export or authorize
the export, import or transit of such material from and into Malta or through its airports and seaports,
unless prior authorization has been granted by the Board, acting in co-ordination with the Malta
Maritime Authority and the Department for Civil Aviation.
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Under Part 2 of Legal Notice No. 44 no person shall intentionally commit,

a. an act without lawful authority which constitutes the receipt, possession, use, transfer,
alteration, disposal or dispersal of nuclear material and which causes or is likely to cause death
or serious injury to any person or substantial damage to property;

b. a theft or robbery of nuclear material;
c. an embezzlement or fraudulent obtaining of nuclear material;
d. an act constituting a demand for nuclear material by threat or use of force or by any other form

of intimidation;
e. a threat:

i. to use nuclear material to cause death or serious injury to any person or substantial
property damage, or

ii. to commit an offence described in sub-paragraph (b) in order to compel a natural or
legal person, international organization or State to do or to refrain from doing any
act;

f. an attempt to commit any offence described in paragraphs (a), (b) or (c); and
g. an act which constitutes participation in any offence described in paragraphs (a) to (f).

Any person found guilty of any offence in terms of Part 2 shall be considered to have breached the
provisions of the National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act and be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty
thousand Maltese liri.

Malta signed the Chemical Weapons Convention in January 1993 and deposited its instrument of
ratification on 28 April, 1997.

In order to implement the Convention, an Act was passed in Parliament, The Chemical Weapons
Convention Act (Act No. V of 1997), to provide for the legal framework so as to enable Malta to fulfil
the obligations of the Convention. The legal authority of the chemical Weapons Convention Act is the
Minister of Foreign affairs, who is empowered to make any regulations under this Act which shall be
consistent with the provisions of the Convention. One important objective of the Chemical Weapons
Convention Act is the establishment of the National Authority whose main responsibility is the
implementation of the Convention. Act No. V of 1997 –  Ratification of the Chemical Weapons
Convention and Legal Notice No. 216 of 2000 provide, inter alia, for the implementation of the
provisions of the Chemical Weapons Convention.

The Act prohibits any person who:

(a) undertakes any activity which is prohibited by the Convention,

(b) assists or finances or encourages in any way, anyone to engage in any activity which leads
to the production, development, acquisition, stockpiling, retaining or transferring of chemical
weapons,
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(c) uses chemical weapons, or is responsible for a chemical production facility which produces
any part or the whole of a chemical weapon or a chemical agent which may be used in a
chemical weapon,

(d) transfers or receives any chemical product listed in Schedule I to the Convention except for
the purposes of research, medical, pharmaceutical or for protection purposes.  In such cases,
the quantities transferred should strictly be limited to those which can be justified for such
purposes.

There are very heavy penalties for those who contravene the Chemical Weapons Convention
Act.  Persons who contravene the Act shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine of not less than Lm10, 000 and not more than Lm 100,000, or to an
imprisonment for a term of not less than 18 months and not more than 15 years. The
provisions of this Act apply to “any person in Malta, or to any citizen or permanent resident of
Malta, whether in Malta or abroad”.

Malta was elected a member of the Executive Council of the OPCW for the period May 1997 - May
1998, as one of the representatives of the Western European and Others Group (WEOG).

Three Regional Seminars on the implementation and universality of the Chemical Weapons
Convention were held in Malta in June 1996, June 1999 and May 2004, in collaboration with the
Technical Secretariat of the OPCW. A National Authority responsible for the implementation of the
Chemical Weapons Convention, monitors all imports and exports of scheduled chemicals, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention, in close co-ordination with the
Department of Customs. Annual declarations are submitted to the OPCW Technical Secretariat in
accordance with paragraph 8 of Article VI of the Chemical Weapons Convention and its Verification
Annex. Maltese officials from the National Authority, Department of Health and the Armed Forces of
Malta have attended seminars, courses and workshops organized by the OPCW.

Malta is a State Party to the 1925 Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, and the 1972
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction.

Maltese legislation addresses biological threats primarily in the context of management of notifiable
infectious diseases and epidemics. Malta has not found it necessary to enact new specific legislation
to implement the obligations under Articles III and IV of the Convention, as existing legislation cover
these provisions. Penalties exist for failure to comply with these regulations under the existing
legislations consisting of heavy fines or a term of imprisonment.

The following Legal Acts have particular significance with regard to the implementation of the
provisions of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention:
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- Prevention of Disease Ordinance (Chapter 36), as amended by various Ordinances and
Legal Notices.

A Law to prevent the introduction and spread of infections, contagious and epidemic diseases
affecting either mankind or animals.

- Importation Control Regulations – Legal Notice 242 of 2004 as amended by L.N. 341 of
2004

This Law regulates the importation of certain goods, including chemicals, toxins, and
radioactive products.

- Control of Re-Exports of Supplies and Services Regulations - Government Notice 180 of
1956, as amended.

This Law regulates the transhipment of certain goods, including biological and chemical
materials.

- Dual-Use Items (Export Control) Regulations, 2004 – Legal Notice 416 of 2004, under the
National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act (Cap.365).

These regulations implement the provisions of EU Council Regulation 1334/2000, and its
subsequent amendments, for the setting up a Community regime for the control of exports of
dual-use items and technology. Authorization shall be required for the export of the dual-use
items listed in Annex I of the EU Council Regulation. This Dual-Use List implements
internationally agreed dual use controls including the Wassenaar Arrangement, the Missile
Technology Control regime (MTCR), the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), the Australia
Group and the Chemical Weapons Convention. This List includes also Chemicals,
Microorganisms and Toxins.

Under Legal Notice No. 416 of 2004, no person shall export to any destination any dual use
items whether or not listed in Annex I of the EU Council Regulation which that person has
grounds for suspecting that the items are or may be intended, in their entirety or in part, for use
in connection with the development, production, handling, operation, maintenance, storage,
detection or dissemination of chemical, biological or nuclear weapons or other nuclear
explosive devices or the development, production, maintenance or storage of missiles capable
of delivering such weapons, unless that person has made all reasonable enquiries as to their
proposed use and is satisfied that they will not be so used. Regulations under legal Notice 416
of 2004 include the provision to control transits and transhipments and incorporate the
introduction of a Community general export authorization.
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- Military Equipment (Export Control) Regulations, 2001 – Legal Notice 269 of 2001 and
Government Notice No. 103 of 2004, under the National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act
(Cap. 365).

These Regulations provide for the issue of export authorisations in relation to exports of items
listed in Government Notice No. 103 of 2004.  This List of items under the Military
Equipment includes toxicological and biological agents adapted for use in war to produce
casualties in humans or animals, as well as equipment designed or modified for the
dissemination of such materials.  The regulations also control the export of biocatalysts and
biological systems, viruses or cultures of cells containing genetic information specific to the
production of biocatalysts and any related technology.

- Military Equipment (Export Control) (Amendment) Regulations, 2003 – Legal Notice
No. 376 of 2003, under the National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act (Cap.365).

This Legal Notice provides for measures to control brokering activities which may involve the
transfer of items listed in the List of Military Equipment Manual.

The Maltese Health Authorities submit to the United Nations Department for Disarmament
Affairs, data concerning Notifiable Infectious Diseases, in accordance with United Nations
General Assembly resolutions and as agreed at the Third Review Conference of States Parties
of the BTWC.

 
Malta fully supports initiatives and proposals aimed at the reinforcement of the Biological and
Toxin Weapons Convention and its implementation, through effective verification
mechanisms, taking into consideration the risks of the acquisition of biological and chemical
material by terrorists and terrorist groups. Malta is a State Party to all the international
Conventions dealing with terrorism.

Export Control Regimes and Enforcement measures

In May and June 2004, Malta became a Participating State respectively in the Nuclear Suppliers
Group and the Australia Group. In September and October 2003, Malta submitted its formal
application to join respectively the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and the Wassenaar
Arrangement. The decision of Malta to join these export control regimes is seen in the light of Malta’s
membership in the IAEA, OPCW, a subscribing State to the HCoC and international disarmament
treaties, its strong support for international efforts to prevent the proliferation of WMD and in that
Malta recognizes the important contributions by these regimes.

Malta has been host to a number of national and regional seminars and bi-lateral meetings on the
illicit trafficking of nuclear material, the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention and
the control of Dual Use Goods and Technologies and over the past years working relationships on
disarmament issues have been developed and intensified with officials from the European Union, the
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Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, the International Atomic Energy Agency and
the Missile Technology Control Regime.

On export control measures, Malta continues to ensure that international obligations are
adhered to and that effective and practical measures are taken to control the import and export
of dual-use goods and technologies. Malta imposes sanctions for violations of export control
legislation.

To conform to the legal requirements of Occupational Health and Safety and the laws regulating
Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection, customs officers have undergone intensive practical training
abroad to familiarize themselves with all aspects of container scanning. In June 2002, the Customs
authorities took action to set up a new section at the Malta Freeport whose aim would be to control
containerized transhipment cargo. This section is today known as the Container Monitoring Unit and
has qualified staff members that act as certified Radiation Protection Supervisors and operate a mobile
X-Ray Container Scanning Unit. Information on shipments is exchanged with other Customs agencies
and such data is used for reference during the targeting of containers.

Indeed in these last few years, Malta has sought co-operation and assistance from a number of
countries including the United States and Western Europe, to shore up and enhance its
capabilities in this field. Furthermore, it has requested and obtained expert advice from
International Organisations, including the IAEA, to examine carefully and take remedial action
to combat the illicit trafficking of armaments, particularly weapons of mass destruction.

Maltese officials from the Armed Forces of Malta, the Customs Department and the Malta Police
Force have also attended a number of training programmes on illicit trafficking in nuclear and other
radioactive materials and chemical weapons offered by the IAEA and OPCW. Officials from the
Customs and Armed Forces have also attended, in an observer capacity, ground and maritime
exercises within the context of the Proliferation Security Initiative.

The following is the complete list of Legislation and Regulations on export-controls that are presently
in force in Malta:

1. Act No. V of 28 April 1997 - to authorise the Government of Malta to ratify the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons and on their Destruction, to provide for the implementation by Malta of its
provisions and for Malta’s membership of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons, and for matters connected therewith or ancillary thereto. This Act was amended by
Legal Notice No. 216 of 2000.

2. National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act (Cap.365) – Dual-Use Items (Export Control)
Regulations, 2004 published as Legal Notice 416 of 2004 on 20 September 2004. Regulations
under Legal Notice 416 of 2004 include the provision to control transits and transhipments and
incorporate the introduction of a Community general export authorization.
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3. National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act (Cap.365) – Military Equipment (Export Control)
Regulations, 2001 published as Legal Notice 269 of 2001 on 1 November 2001.

4. National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act (Cap. 365) – Military Equipment (Export Control)
Regulations, 2001 – List of Military Equipment published as Government Notice No. 103 on 5
February 2004.

5. National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act (Cap. 365) – Comprehensive Nuclear-Test Ban
Treaty Regulations published as Legal Notice No. 156 of 2001.

6. Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-
personnel Mines and their Destruction Regulations, published as legal Notice 97 of 2001.

7. National Interest (Enabling Powers) Act (Cap. 365) – Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection
Regulations, 2003 published as Legal Notice No. 44 of 2003.

8. Government Notice 751 published on 22 August 2003 – Amendment to the manual entitled
“List of Military Equipment” in terms of Regulation 2 of the Military Equipment (Export
Control) Regulations, 2001.

 9. Legal Notice No. 376 published on 28 November 2003 - This Legal Notice provides for
measures to control brokering activities which may involve the transfer of items listed in the
List of Military Equipment Manual.

Prior to Malta’s membership to the European Union on 1 May 2004 and its submission of formal
application to become a member in all main export-control regimes, measures were taken as a
priority, to align and harmonize the Maltese legislative framework on export-control with that of the
EC Regulation 1334/2000 on Dual Use Goods and its amendments, as well as the European Union
Code of Conduct on Arms Control and the international export-control regimes. The Maltese
Government has also transposed the provisions of EU Council Position 2003/468/CFSP on the control
of arms brokering, by issuing Legal Notice No. 376 of 2003, published on 28 November 2003 entitled
Military Equipment (Export Control) (Amendment) Regulations, 2003.

The Dual-Use Items (Export Control) Regulations, 2004, implement the provisions of European
Union Council Regulation (EC) No: 1334/2000 regarding the setting up of a Community regime for
the control of dual-use items and technology  as amended by Council Regulations 2889/2000 of 22
December 2000, 458/2001 of 6 March 2001, 2432/2001 of 20 November 2001, 880/2002 of 27 May
2002, 149/2003 of 27 January 2003 and 1504/2004 of 19 July 2004. The local regulations provide for
the issue of export licences in connection with the dual-use items and related software and technology,
as specified in Annex I of the amended EU Regulation. The list of controlled items comprise all the
items covered by the international non-proliferation regimes, namely, the Wassenaar Arrangement,
the Missile Technology Control Regime, the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Australia Group and the
Chemical Weapons Convention.  This list is divided into 10 categories including nuclear materials,
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chemicals, microorganisms and toxins, materials processing, electronics, computers,
telecommunications and information security systems, sensors and lasers, navigation and avionics,
marine, propulsion systems and space vehicles.

Exports of items not included in this list would also require a licence if:

(i) the exporter has information that the items which he proposes to export may be used in
relation to the production of chemical, biological or nuclear weapons (the ‘catch all’
clause);

(ii) if the items intended to be exported consist of parts or components of military items,
which were previously exported without an authorization, or in violation of the
conditions imposed in the authorization;

(iii) if the purchasing country or the country of destination is subject to an arms embargo
decided by a Common Position or joint action adopted by the Council of the European
Union, or by a binding resolution of the Security Council of the United Nations, or a
decision of the Organisation for the Security and Co-operation in Europe;

(iv) if the items intended to be exported may affect the public security or human rights.

An export licence would also be required in the case of exports consisting of the transmission by
electronic media of software or technology or for the provision of technical assistance in connection
with the production of weapons of mass destruction.

Export licences may be of three types:

◊ individual – covering the export of a specified dual-use item to a specified consignee;
◊ global – for the export of a number of specified dual-use items to specified consignees in one or

more specified countries; or
◊ general - the regulations provide for the granting of a Community general export authorization,

whereby, no export licences would be required for the export of the less sensitive dual-use items to
certain EU trading partners (namely, Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Norway,
Switzerland and United States of America).  The intra-Community transfers of the less sensitive
dual-use items are not subject to export licences.

In applying for an export licence, exporters are bound under penalty to provide the correct information
required regarding the description of the items being exported, the particulars of the consignee and
end-user, and the end use of the items.  Also, exporters are bound to submit additional information
which they deem to be relevant. Exporters are also obliged to keep records of exports made under an
export licence for a period of three years following the date of export and to allow, if necessary,
inspection of such records by any authorized public officer.  In addition, exporters are bound to
comply with any conditions or requirements that may be imposed in the granting of an export licence.
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These regulations apply to any person, irrespective of his nationality, in Malta and to any Maltese
citizen abroad.  Persons contravening these regulations are liable to a maximum fine of Lm 50,000 or
up to 5 years imprisonment.

The Military Equipment (Export Control) Regulations, which were enforced on 1 January 2002,
provide for the issue of export licences in relation to arms, weapons, ammunition, explosives,
toxicological agents and other military equipment, including military vehicles, vessels of war,
aircraft and electronic equipment.  The regulations are in line with the EU Code of Conduct on
arms exports.  Only individual licences are issued for the export of military equipment.

As in the case of the Dual-Use Items (Export Control) Regulations, exporters of military equipment
are bound under penalty to provide complete and correct information when applying for a licence, and
to comply with any conditions or requirements imposed on the licence.  In this case also, the
regulations apply to all nationals in Malta and to Maltese citizens abroad.

On the other hand, the regulations do not apply to exports of military equipment by the Armed Forces
of Malta under certain special circumstances (e.g. in relation to certain military operations such as
peace-keeping operations, distress and emergency situations and international military competitions)
and for purposes of repair or testing of such military equipment.

Contraventions against the Military Equipment (Export Control) Regulations attract a similar penalty
of Lm 50,000 or a 5 years imprisonment.

Applications for export authorizations for dual-use items and military equipment are processed in the
first place by the technical staff at the Commerce Division and are then referred for comments to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Armed Forces of Malta and the Police Department according to the
nature of goods being exported and the country of destination.

Comments in relation to the specific issues raised by UNSC resolution 1540

Operative Paragraph 1

Decides that all States shall refrain from providing any form of support to non-State actors that
attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or
biological weapons and their means of delivery.

Malta does not provide any form of support to non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire,
manufacture, possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their
means of delivery.

Operative Paragraph 2

Decides also that all States, in accordance with their national procedures, shall adopt and enforce
appropriate effective laws which prohibit any non-State actor to manufacture, acquire, possess,
develop, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of
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delivery, in particular for terrorist purposes, as well as attempts to engage in any of the foregoing
activities, participate in them as an accomplice, assist or finance them;

- These obligations are covered by the Chemical Weapons Convention Act, the Criminal Code
Act., Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection Regulations (Legal Notice No. 44 of 2003).

Operative Paragraph 3

Decides also that all States shall take and enforce effective measures to establish domestic controls to
prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of delivery,
including by establishing appropriate controls over related materials and to this end shall:

(a) Develop and maintain appropriate effective measures to account for and secure such items in
production, use, storage or transport;

Refer to above measures. Malta does not possess, manufacture or produce any such materials.

(b) Develop and maintain appropriate effective physical protection measures.

Same as above.

(c) Develop and maintain appropriate effective border controls and law enforcement efforts to
detect, deter, prevent and combat, including through international cooperation when
necessary, the illicit trafficking and brokering in such items in accordance with their national
legal authorities and legislation and consistent with international law;

The Customs Ordinance, Chapter 37 of the Laws of Malta, empowers the Customs Department to
board and search vessels and aircraft, and seize any misdeclared or undeclared goods, where
applicable. The Customs Ordinance requires the submission of information and reports of imported
and exported cargo. The Ordinance also regulates the submission of Customs entries for imported and
exported goods.

The European Union Community Customs Code has also been transposed into Maltese legislation,
and forms an integral part of the Fourth Schedule of the Import Duties Act, Chapter 337 of the Laws
of Malta.

The Malta Customs Department risk assesses all import entries through an electronic paperless
system, and targets relevant importation for examination. The Department also requires entries for
exported goods, which are sealed and shipped under Customs supervision.

Malta Customs employs three fixed pedestal type radiation pillars at the three main entry points into
the Island, supported by a number of radiation pagers utilised by boarding and examination officers. A
container scanner, and two x-ray vans are also used continuously to assist Customs officials on
targeted operations.
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(d) Establish, develop, review and maintain appropriate effective national export and trans-
shipment controls over such items, including appropriate laws and regulations to control
export, transit, trans-shipment and re-export and controls on providing funds and services
related to such export and trans-shipment such as financing, and transporting that would
contribute to proliferation, as well as establishing end-user controls; and establishing and
enforcing appropriate criminal or civil penalties for violations of such export control laws and
regulations.

Section 84 of the Customs Ordinance lays down that the provisions of the Ordinance apply to goods
unshipped in transit, and for transshipment, as far as applicable.

The Customs Container Monitoring Unit risk manages transshipment manifests at the Freeport,
selecting high risk containers for examination by the VACIS (vehicle and cargo inspection system)
container scanning team. Eventual physical checks of containers are effected where deemed
necessary.

Operative Paragraph 5

Decides that none of the obligations set forth in this resolution shall be interpreted so as to conflict
with or alter the rights and obligations of State Parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the
Chemical Weapons Convention and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention or alter the
responsibilities of the International Atomic Energy Agency or the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons.

Malta is a State Party to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT); the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC); and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC). Malta is an active
member of the IAEA and the OPCW and participates in meetings of the States Parties to the BTWC
with the objective of strengthening the BTWC.

Operative Paragraph 6
Recognizes the utility in implementing this resolution of effective national control lists and calls upon
all member States, when necessary, to pursue at the earliest opportunity the development of such lists.

Malta is today a member of the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group and the Australia Group and has applied for
membership to join the Missile Technology Control Regime and the Wassenaar Arrangement.
Measures are taken by the Maltese pertinent authorities to regularly update detailed national export
control lists.

Operative Paragraph 7

Recognizes that some States may require assistance in implementing the provisions of this resolution
within their territories and invites States in a position to do so to offer assistance as appropriate in
response to specific requests to the States lacking the legal and regulatory infrastructure,
implementation experience and/or resources for fulfilling the provisions of Security Council
resolution 1540 (2004).
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In view of its limited human and financial resources Malta would not be in a position to offer such
assistance, but is prepared to share its experience in this field of implementation, if requested.

Operative Paragraph 8

Calls upon all States:

(a) To promote the universal adoption and full implementation, and, where necessary,
strengthening of multilateral treaties to which they are parties, whose aim is to prevent the
proliferation of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons;

As an EU member State, Malta supports and implements:

- EU Common Position, November 2003, on the universalisation of the main multilateral non-
proliferation agreements (CWC, BTWC, NPT).

- Model non-proliferation clause in EU-third country mixed agreements.

- EU demarches for non-State parties to adhere to multilateral treaties with a view to
universalization  of these treaties and to strengthen such treaties to prevent the proliferation of
nuclear, biological and chemical weapons.

(b) To adopt national rules and regulations, where it has not yet been done, to ensure compliance
with their commitments under the key multilateral non-proliferation treaties;

See above regarding reference to adoption of legislation and regulations which are in force in
Malta.

(c) To renew and fulfill their commitment to multilateral cooperation, in particular within the
framework of the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, as important means of
pursuing and achieving their common objectives in the area of non-proliferation and of
promoting international cooperation for peaceful purposes;

As a State member of IAEA and OPCW, Malta fully supports the activities, aims and objectives
of the IAEA and the OPCW, and has always paid its annual financial contribution towards the
IAEA and OPCW budgets regularly and on time. Malta has supported the aims and activities of
both IAEA and OPCW through the joint organization in Malta of both regional and international
conferences, seminars and workshops concerning the universalization, adoption and
implementation of the CWC, and IAEA activities and assistance programmes.

(d) To develop appropriate ways to work with and inform industry and the public regarding their
obligations under such laws.

- Legal Notices and Government Notices concerning the implementation of provisions for the
implementation of legislation and regulations relating to the CWC are available in hard copy
and on Malta Government websites.
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- The National Authority for the Implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention keeps
contact with chemical industries operating in Malta.

Operative Paragraph 9

Calls upon all States to promote dialogue and cooperation on non-proliferation so as to address the
threat posed by proliferation of nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons, and their means of
delivery.

Malta remains committed towards the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction and continues to
participate and promote dialogue and co-operation in various international activities, aimed at
opposing and countering the proliferation of such weapons and their means of delivery.

Operative Paragraph 10

Further to counter that threat, calls upon all States, in accordance with their national legal
authorities and legislation and consistent with international law, to take cooperative action to prevent
illicit trafficking in nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, their means of delivery, and related
materials;

The Malta Customs Department co-operates with other law enforcement agencies in other states
through various mutual assistance programmes. The Department also actively participates in
international forums; and conferences, seminars and technical assistance activities organised by
multinational agencies and foreign governments. The Department has also participated in the
Proliferation Security Initiative activities as an observer.

Malta Customs Department participates in bilateral initiatives and programmes as part of Maltese
delegations.


