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Note verbale dated 28 January 2004 from the Permanent Mission
of Uzbekistan to the United Nations addressed to the Chairman of
the Committee

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the United Nations
presents its compliments to the Chairman of the Committee and has the honour to
transmit herewith the report submitted by the Government of the Republic of
Uzbekistan in accordance with paragraph 6 of resolution 1455 (2003) of 17 January
(see annex). The Permanent Mission would appreciate it if the present letter and its
annex could be circulated as a document of the Security Council.
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Annex to the note verbale dated 28 January 2004 from the
Permanent Mission of Uzbekistan to the United Nations addressed
to the Chairman of the Committee

[Original: Russian]

Report of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the Security Council
Committee established pursuant to resolution 1267 (1999) on the
implementation of Security Council resolution 1455 (2003)

In accordance with its foreign policy priorities, Uzbekistan firmly supports
efforts by the international community to stem the threat of terrorism in all its
manifestations and is an active party to multilateral agreements concerning various
aspects of the campaign against terrorism.

Uzbekistan has acceded to all 12 United Nations Conventions relating to the
suppression of manifestations of terrorism and the sources that support, finance,
promote and organize it.

Uzbekistan has established, and is working to improve, the necessary legal
basis to guarantee the effective suppression of any form of extremism and terrorism
in its territory. The Act on Counter-terrorism adopted by the Republic of Uzbekistan
in December 2000, establishes the responsibility of individuals and organizations for
participation in terrorist activities. The Criminal Code, adopted by an Act of the
Republic of Uzbekistan on 22 September 1994 (with amendments and annexes),
contains several articles that directly stipulate criminal responsibility for terrorism.

Coercive measures are not the sole means used to combat the threat of
terrorism in the Republic. A whole range of preventive and precautionary measures
has been developed. In September 2000, the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
issued a Decree exonerating nationals of Uzbekistan who are misled into becoming
members of terrorist groups.

Introduction

Information on the possible activities by Al-Qaida and Taliban operatives, as
well as other persons and organizations associated with them, was disseminated
among the relevant ministries and departments of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

In conformity with paragraphs 6 and 12 of Security Council resolution 1455
(2003), the Republic of Uzbekistan has submitted information under Security
Council resolution 1373 (2001) in three reports.

Freeze on financial and economic assets

In conformity with paragraph 6 of Security Council resolution 1455 (2003), the
lists received by the Republic of Uzbekistan from the relevant United Nations
committees of persons and organizations whose funds, financial resources and assets
are subject to a freeze have been sent to the National Security Service, the Ministry
of the Interior, the State Customs Committee, the State Tax Committee and the
Central Bank of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
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To date, no persons or organizations whose funds, financial resources and
assets are subject to a freeze by Member States have been identified in the territory
of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

With regard to matters concerning the freeze on the financial assets of
international terrorist organizations, the Central Bank of the Republic of Uzbekistan
is regularly sent lists of terrorist organizations and persons involved in terrorism.
The Central Bank, for its part, sends notices to all authorized banks of the Republic
of Uzbekistan on the relevant measures to be adopted should assets of organizations
and persons on those lists come to light.

Normative and legal basis

In accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan, money-
laundering (the legalization of the proceeds of criminal activities) is a crime (article
243 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan).

The financing of terrorism is a crime and is considered a terrorist activity
(article 155 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan).

Money-laundering matters (the legalization of the proceeds of criminal
activities) are regulated by the Criminal Code (article 243). Such matters are also
reaffirmed in the Act on narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances (article 41), and
Decree No. 3127 of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 9 May 2002 on
measures for the gradual introduction of a system for the declaration of all personal
income.

The Act of the Republic of Uzbekistan on counter-terrorism of 15 December
2000 enables Uzbekistan to prevent the recruitment in its territory of members of
terrorist groups that plan to operate in the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan
and abroad in the following manner.

In conformity with article 5 of the Act, terrorist activities are prevented by a
range of political, social and economic, legal and other preventive measures taken
by State bodies, independent bodies and private associations, and by enterprises,
institutions and organizations. In accordance with this article the following are
prohibited:

– Terrorist propaganda;

– The establishment and operation of terrorist groups and organizations and the
accreditation, registration and operation of legal entities, their branches
(affiliates) and representatives (including foreign and international
organizations), connected with terrorist activities;

– The entry into the Republic of Uzbekistan of foreign nationals and stateless
persons connected with terrorist activities;

– The concealment of information and facts about the preparations for, or the
carrying out of, terrorist acts.

Article 30 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan states that
persons who create or lead organized criminal groups or crime syndicates are liable
for all crimes committed by the criminal organizations if they were intentionally
involved in them. Organizers, instigators and accomplices bear the same liability as
the perpetrators in accordance with this article of the Criminal Code.
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In conformity with article 29 of the Act on counter-terrorism, the court decides
if an organization is identified as a terrorist organization and is to be closed down.

In the event that an organization identified as terrorist is closed down, the
property belonging to it is confiscated and becomes the property of the State.

In the event that a court of the Republic of Uzbekistan identifies an
international organization (its branches, affiliates and representatives) registered
outside the Republic of Uzbekistan as a terrorist organization, the activities of that
organization (its branches, affiliates and representatives) are banned in the territory
of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the organization (its branches, affiliates and
representatives) is closed down and any property belonging to it (its branches,
affiliates and representatives) in the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan is
confiscated and becomes the property of the State.

The failure by citizens to report any reliable information that they have about a
serious crime or a particularly serious crime being planned or committed is a
criminally punishable act (article 241 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of
Uzbekistan). State administrative bodies, local government bodies, independent
bodies, private associations, enterprises, institutions and organizations, officials and
citizens render cooperation and the necessary assistance to government bodies that
are involved in counter-terrorism (article 6 of the Act on counter-terrorism).

Article 243 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 22
September 1994 provides for the punishment in the form of imprisonment for a
period of from 5 to 10 years for the legalization of income derived from criminal
activities (the transfer, conversion or exchange of property acquired as a result of
criminal activities and the concealment or disguising of the actual nature, source,
location, disposition and transfer of the original rights to property or its ownership if
such property has been acquired as a result of criminal activity).

In the event that an act is qualified as such, it should be borne in mind that
funds to which a guilty party attempts to give a legal character must have been
obtained through a criminal activity such as drug trafficking, sexual or other forms
of exploitation, smuggling, the dissemination of pornographic publications, trade in
arms and other articles taken out of free circulation, and other activities which,
under the current Criminal Code, are regarded as crimes.

In cases where a person is guilty of giving a legal character to funds derived
from a criminal activity, and at the same time deliberately transmits the funds to
finance the activities of criminal organized armed groups, that act is, in the
aggregate, classified as a crime under articles 242 (organized the organization of a
criminal association) and 243 (the legalization of funds derived from a criminal
activity) of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Article 290 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Republic of Uzbekistan
establishes the procedure for the attachment of the property of a suspect (accused,
civil defendant) to enforce a sentence relating to a civil suit or other legal action
involving property. The article reaffirms that when residential or business premises,
irrespective of the form of ownership, are used for the commission of crimes — high
treason, an attack on the constitutional structure or the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, terrorism or sabotage or when such crimes are connected with
premeditated murder, robbery, theft or other serious or particularly serious crimes —
the premises in question are subject to attachment. Attachment entails serving notice
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to the owner or proprietor of the ban on the disposal and, if necessary, use or
confiscation of property and its transfer to the custody of other persons.

Subsequently, the court, taking into consideration the level of damage
involved, when sentencing the accused, decides whether to alienate money and other
valuables obtained through criminal means in accordance with article 211 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

On the closing down of an organization that is identified as a terrorist
organization, property belonging to it is confiscated (article 29 of the Act on
counter-terrorism), the instruments of the crime are subject to confiscation or,
depending on the circumstances, destroyed, and the money obtained through
criminal means is turned over to the State (article 211 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure of the Republic of Uzbekistan).

The current legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan does not provide for
other financial penalties against legal entities and individuals in respect of crimes
related to terrorist activities.

The implementation of requests for judicial assistance in the investigation into
criminal matters or investigative procedures concerning the financing or other
support of terrorist acts, the legal time frame is determined by the international
agreements of the Republic of Uzbekistan or, failing that, by the legislation on
criminal procedure of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

However, it should be noted that the current legislation on criminal procedure
of the Republic of Uzbekistan does not provide for legal procedures allowing for the
implementation of measures designed to freeze or seize funds obtained from illegal
sources, including those used for the financing of terrorism. In that event, article 290
of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Republic of Uzbekistan may not be
applied.

In this connection, proposals are currently being prepared for amendments to
the Criminal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to allow for the implementation of the provisions of international legal
documents, above all United Nations resolutions, concerning various aspects of the
campaign against international terrorism.

The Oliy Majlis (Parliament) of the Republic of Uzbekistan is considering a
bill on the declaration of the entire yearly income of individuals. In 2004, there are
plans to consider a bill on measures to prevent the legalization of money obtained by
illegal means and the financing of terrorist activities.

The heads of commercial banks and the heads of the executive offices of credit
unions are required to meet professional standards, including standards with respect
to their business and personal reputations (Act on the Central Bank and on credit
unions, Statute No. 630 on the registration and licensing of banks of 11 February
1999 and Statute No. 1204 on the procedures of the Central Bank of the Republic of
Uzbekistan for meeting professional standards for candidates recommended for the
posts of managers and senior accountants at commercial banks and their affiliates, of
20 December 2003).

Given that the Republic of Uzbekistan is currently not a member of the
Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF), the relevant agencies of
the Republic are studying the legislative acts of other States members of FATF.
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Material related to money-laundering and the experience of States members of FATF
are being examined in an effort to combat the financing of terrorism. In order to
strengthen the system to counter money-laundering and the financing of terrorism,
improvements are being made to the national legislation in those areas and efforts
are being made to enhance the legal awareness and legal culture of the population.

In 2002, in accordance with its plan of action to combat terrorism and
implement its current obligations in that sphere, Uzbekistan sent its responses to the
FATF questionnaire about current laws, normative acts, organizations and measures
on the suppression and prevention of money-laundering and the financing of
terrorism.

Improving the legislation of Uzbekistan in the area of combating money-
laundering requires additional resources, at the very least in connection with the
creation of institutions responsible for the suppression and prevention of the
laundering of funds obtained from criminal activities, the financing of their
activities and the training of appropriate specialists. Technical and financial
assistance from the countries, international organizations and structures concerned
would undoubtedly help to hasten the implementation of those measures.

In the Republic of Uzbekistan laws are adopted by the Oliy Majlis
(Parliament). In accordance with the national legislation, the decrees of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the orders of the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the ministries and departments, within their
respective spheres of competence, adopt generally binding normative acts. The law
enforcement organs of the Republic (the Procurator General’s Office, the
Department for the prevention of monetary and tax crimes, the Ministry of the
Interior and the National Security Service), as well as other ministries and
departments, in accordance with the laws and other normative acts that grant them
the appropriate authority, ensure compliance with the legislation against money-
laundering and the financing of terrorism.

Agencies of the Republic of Uzbekistan involved in efforts to combat the legalization
of funds derived from criminal activities

The organs responsible for preventing money-laundering include the
Procurator General’s Office, the Ministry of the Interior, the National Security
Service, the Department for the Prevention of Monetary and Tax Offences of the
Procurator General’s Office of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the State Tax Committee,
the Committee on the Protection of the State Border of the Republic of Uzbekistan
and the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

The currency regulatory organs include the Central Bank, the Ministry of
Finance, the State Tax Committee and the State Customs Committee of the Republic
of Uzbekistan. In addition, the heads of organizations whose activities fall within
the purview of article 243 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, are
liable for the legalization of funds acquired through criminal activities.

Banks have divisions responsible for guaranteeing the security and protection
of information designed to ensure safe banking activity.

The Republic of Uzbekistan does not currently have a special financial
intelligence service. That function is, however, covered by the following:
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– The Department for the Prevention of Tax and Monetary Offences of the
Procurator General’s Office, which is responsible for identifying, suppressing
and preventing tax and monetary offences and for the collection, processing
and analysis of information relating to foreign currency operations carried out
in violation of the legislation (Decision No. 415 of the Cabinet of Ministers of
the Republic of Uzbekistan of 28 November 2002);

– The Division of the State Tax Committee for the analysis of the turnover of
money in bank accounts;

– Divisions responsible for guaranteeing the security and protection of
information designed to ensure safe banking activity.

On matters relating to the prevention of money-laundering and the financing of
terrorism, specialists from the relevant agencies of the Republic take part in
seminars organized by international financial organizations, including the Joint
Vienna Institute and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

Moreover, specialists from Uzbekistan are being trained under the distance-
learning programme of the World Bank, the World Bank Institute and IMF on the
strengthening of action to prevent money-laundering and the financing of terrorism
regimes.

Regulations relating to the circulation of financial resources

In accordance with Decree No. 837 of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 20 April 1994, foreign currency controls for the export and import
operations of individuals and legal entities are carried out by the Central Bank of the
Republic of Uzbekistan and authorized banks, together with the State Tax
Committee, the State Customs Committee and the Ministry of Finance. This
regulatory enactment prohibits residents of the Republic of Uzbekistan from making
settlements related to export and import operations with foreign partners through
such firms’ accounts with foreign banks.

When business entities (individuals and legal entities) open accounts in banks,
a legal file of the client is opened in which documents identifying the client are kept.
The legal file includes the following information on the client: a copy of the
certificate concerning the State registration of the business entity indicating the
personal statistical code and identification number of the taxpayer, and a notarized
specimen of the signatures of the director and the head accountant and an impression
of the stamp (Instruction No. 1080 on accounts opened in banks of the Republic of
Uzbekistan of 10 November 2001). Individuals present a passport in person upon
opening a bank account. The data on individuals are included in the agreement
concluded on the bank account.

The provision of credit without sufficient indication of the ability of the debtor
to repay the credit, or without sufficient analysis and verification, is an example of
unhealthy banking activities (Decision No. 628 on dangerous and unhealthy banking
activities of 11 February 1999, article 769 of the Civil Code of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, Decree No. 2079 of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan on
measures to encourage foreign currency deposits by individuals of 23 September
1998, and Instruction No. 1080 on accounts opened in banks of the Republic of
Uzbekistan (new version) of 10 November 2001.
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The above-mentioned requirements apply to the activities of commercial banks
in the Republic.

Data relating to operations and other transactions carried out by banks are kept
for a period of time, as required by Decision No. 951 on the use of stored documents
generated during commercial banking activities, of 26 July 2000.

A bill on the declaration of the entire yearly income of individuals, which is
now under consideration by Parliament, provides for a mechanism to give
organizations information about operations above a certain sum.

In the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan, non-cash transactions are carried
out only in the form of payment guarantees, letters of credit, collection and checks.
Non-cash transactions may also be carried out through credit cards (Decision No.
1122 on non-cash transactions in the Republic of Uzbekistan (new version) of 15
April 2002).

In accordance with Decision No. 95 of the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Republic of Uzbekistan on measures to improve the monitoring of the use of foreign
currency funds in foreign trade operations, all import contracts are registered, either
at authorized banks or at the territorial subdivisions of the customs service. The
objective of introducing a requirement for the registration of all import contracts
with those entities is to establish a means of monitoring and controlling the proper
and timely fulfilment by the parties of their obligations under contracts concluded
by them.

Order No. 245 of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 29
June 2000 on measures for the further development and strengthening of the
commercial foreign exchange market prohibits the transfer of advance payments and
payments for work (or services) into offshore zones.

In accordance with the established procedure for the management of foreign
currency accounts by authorized banks:

1. Resident legal entities holding funds in foreign currency accounts may issue
instructions to:

(a) Transfer funds abroad, under the established procedure for the export and
import operations of account holders, corresponding to the aims and objectives of its
authorized activity;

(b) Use funds for the payment of bank commissions and postal-telegraph
expenses and for business trip expenses, including visa formalities;

(c) Pay or transfer funds, in the territory of Uzbekistan, in amounts
corresponding to the purchase rate valid for the foreign currency on the date of the
operation;

(d) Deposit funds into the authorized capital of an enterprise in another
country, or for other purposes related to the movement of capital (with the
permission of the Central Bank of the Republic of Uzbekistan);

(e) Use funds for the payment of loans, interest, dividends and other
purposes, envisaged by the legislation in force.

2. Non-resident legal entities holding funds in foreign currency accounts may
issue instructions to:
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(a) Transfer funds abroad in a form acceptable to the bank;

(b) Make payments in foreign cash currency for business trip expenses, for
export abroad;

(c) Pay or transfer funds, in the territory of Uzbekistan, in amounts
corresponding to the purchase rate valid for the foreign currency on the date of the
operation;

(d) Use funds for other purposes envisaged by the legislation in force.

3. Resident individuals holding funds in foreign currency accounts may issue
instructions to:

(a) Transfer funds:

– to the account of a close relative residing permanently abroad, including those
living temporarily there, provided that notarized copies of documents attesting
to the close relationship are submitted (such as a passport, birth certificate or
marriage certificate, etc.);

– to another country for the payment of alimony, provided that documentation
attesting to the legitimacy of the payments is submitted;

– to another country on the basis of an invoice, bills or other documents made
out in the name of the account holder and/or his or her close relatives, for
education, medical care, patents and copyright, for the payment of the consular
services of other States, for participation in competitions, exhibitions and
contests and for expenses related to placement in employment contracts;

– to accounts in foreign banks that have been opened in the holder’s name, with
the permission of the Central Bank of the Republic of Uzbekistan;

(b) Use funds for payments in foreign cash currency (payment instruments in
foreign currency), including for export abroad. Authorization for the export of
foreign currency is issued in an amount determined in accordance with the
legislation;

(c) Pay or transfer funds, in the territory of Uzbekistan, in amounts
corresponding to the purchase rate valid for the foreign currency on the date of the
operation;

(d) Use funds to pay commissions for operations carried out by authorized
banks;

(e) Use funds for other purposes, envisaged by the legislation in force.

4. Non-resident individuals holding funds in foreign currency accounts may issue
instructions to:

(a) Transfer such funds abroad in a form acceptable to the bank (bank
transfer, cheque, etc.);

(b) Use funds for payments in foreign cash currency (payment instruments in
foreign currency) including for export abroad. Authorization for the export of
foreign currency is issued in an amount determined by the legislation;
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(c) Pay or transfer funds, in the territory of Uzbekistan, in amounts
corresponding to the purchase rate valid for the foreign currency on the date of the
operation;

(d) Use funds to pay commissions for operations carried out by authorized
banks;

(e) Use funds for other purposes envisaged by the legislation in force.

All monetary transfers and operations involving foreign currency are carried
out through authorized banks, in accordance with the requirements of the legislation
in force.

Under the Act on the Central Bank of the Republic of Uzbekistan of 21
December 1995, the Central Bank is the supervisory body for banking activity. It
carries out audits and receives reports of banking activities.

In the event that banks or their branches violate the banking legislation and
established financial regulations, the Central Bank of the Republic of Uzbekistan
may levy a fine of up to 0.1 per cent of the minimum amount of the authorized
capital, or restrict certain operations for a period of up to six months.

If the violations or operations carried out by the bank actually jeopardize the
interests of investors and creditors, the Central Bank of the Republic of Uzbekistan
may:

(a) Levy a fine of up to 1 per cent of the minimum amount of the authorized
capital;

(b) Require that the bank take measures to restore its financial health,
including modification of its asset structure, reduction of the bank’s expenditure and
cessation of the payment of dividends to shareholders, replacement of the directors
of the bank or its branches, reorganization of the bank and liquidation of branches;

(c) Modify the financial requirements for the bank for a period of up to six
months;

(d) Prohibit the bank from carrying out certain banking operations for a
period of up to one year, and also prohibit it from opening branches for the same
period;

(e) Establish a trust for the bank, according to the trustee the full powers of
the bank’s officials and shareholders, for the period required to restore the bank’s
financial health or to meet the requirements laid down by the Central Bank;

(f) Revoke the licence to carry out banking operations.

Under article 75 of the Civil Code and articles 8 and 12 of the Act of 14 April
1999 on non-governmental, non-profit organizations, a charity is required to observe
the law, to use its assets for the purposes set out in its charter and to ensure that
information on the use of its assets and funds is accessible. The charity is required to
publish an annual report on the use of its assets.

Under article 53 of the Civil Code, legal entities can be liquidated by court
order if they carry out activities prohibited by law.

Under current legislation, banking practices do not include alternative forms of
fund transfer such as hawala.
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To date, no suspicious transactions have been identified in the territory of the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

International cooperation and conclusion

The Republic of Uzbekistan actively cooperates with the Counter-Terrorism
Committee established pursuant to Security Council resolution 1373 (2001).
Between 2001 and 2003, Uzbekistan submitted three national reports on measures
that it had taken to combat terrorism in all its manifestations.

The Republic of Uzbekistan upholds the principle of adopting appropriate
measures to prevent and combat terrorism. In accordance with Decision No. 16/02
of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) on expanding
the Code of Conduct Questionnaire with respect to the military and political aspects
of security, Uzbekistan submits information to OSCE headquarters every year on
measures that it has taken to prevent and combat terrorist activities.

Uzbekistan has recently prepared responses to the IMF questionnaire on the
current status of efforts to combat money-laundering and the financing of terrorism.
The questionnaire focuses mainly on the general legal basis for combating money-
laundering and the financing of terrorism, the allocation of responsibilities among
the State institutions involved, the role of bodies which oversee the financial sector
and the relevant requirements for banks and other organizations in the financial and
service sectors.

Information is exchanged with the services of foreign States within the
framework of existing agreements and treaties.

A specialized inter-agency data bank has been established that encompasses
virtually all aspects of anti-terrorist activities in Uzbekistan.

A working meeting was held between the competent authorities and those
involved with the data bank to deal with the basic aspects of its operation and with
technical matters.

To prevent persons who are identified by the National Central Office of
Interpol in the Republic of Uzbekistan and other international organizations as
members of terrorist organizations or involved in terrorist activities in the territory
of other States from crossing the State border, Uzbekistan carries out checks at entry
points along the State border and takes steps to identify such persons and stop them
from entering and exiting the Republic of Uzbekistan.

The Republic of Uzbekistan is a party to both multilateral and bilateral treaties
on matters relating to crime control and extradition with a number of States
members of CIS (the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and the Republic of Moldova), as well as with many other
States (Turkey, Germany, Italy, Austria, China, India, Pakistan, the Czech Republic,
Bulgaria and others). Under those agreements, in the event of Uzbekistan’s
intelligence services or law-enforcement bodies receiving information concerning
possible terrorist acts planned by international terrorist organizations or groups in
any country in the world, the country concerned will immediately be informed of the
possibility of a terrorist attack through the diplomatic channel or through
cooperative arrangements between the services.
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Questions arising in connection with the extradition of nationals of the
Republic of Uzbekistan who have committed offences in the territory of Uzbekistan
and have escaped abroad, or of foreign nationals who have committed offences
abroad and are avoiding investigation in the territory of Uzbekistan, are determined
in accordance with bilateral international treaties and agreements concluded with
other States or, failing such agreements, through the diplomatic channel.

In accordance with article 7 of the Act on combating terrorism of 15 December
2000, the Republic of Uzbekistan is involved in international counter-terrorism
cooperation with other States and their law-enforcement agencies and intelligence
services, and with international organizations, on the basis of the United Nations
counter-terrorism conventions, of multilateral conventions (including those of the
Organization of Central Asian Cooperation and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization) and of bilateral conventions and agreements.

Within the framework of the Organization of Central Asian Cooperation, the
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan and the
Republic of Uzbekistan have signed an agreement on joint activities to counter
terrorism, political and religious extremism, transnational organized crime and other
threats to the stability and security of the parties (Tashkent, 21 April 2000).

In August 2001, Uzbekistan ratified the Shanghai Convention on Combating
Terrorism, Separatism and Extremism (signed on 15 June 2001).

At its summit meeting in Saint Petersburg in June 2002, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization adopted an Agreement on a Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure, a standing body for coordination and cooperation between the law-
enforcement agencies and intelligence services of the parties in combating terrorism.
The decision of the members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization to establish
an executive committee of the Agreement in Tashkent shows the importance that the
Republic of Uzbekistan attaches to combating terrorism.

In Uzbekistan, under the auspices of the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime, OSCE and others, international seminars are being conducted on countering
the financing of terrorism and training and educational courses are given for
members of law-enforcement agencies and intelligence services involved in
combating terrorism.

In connection with the anti-terrorist operation in Afghanistan, Uzbekistan
provided the international coalition forces with a military base in Khanbad and an
airport in Termez for material, technical and logistical support for the forces of the
United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Italy and other International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) countries taking part in Operation Enduring Freedom.

In that context, Uzbekistan is in favour of strengthening the role of NATO in
Afghanistan and welcomes the decision of the North Atlantic Council to extend the
mandate of the ISAF forces. In that connection, it is prepared to extend logistical
support to the Alliance to ensure the successful implementation of the ISAF
mission. It must be noted that the relevant ministries and departments of Uzbekistan
are currently working on that matter with the appropriate NATO divisions.

Given that the Security Council is not specifically mandated to combat
terrorism and that the Charter of the United Nations does not set forth any
clear objectives related to countering this modern-day challenge, Uzbekistan
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believes that there is a need to give careful consideration to the introduction of
amendments to the Charter, in particular in the section relating to the
functions of the Security Council, to combat all forms of terrorism.

Uzbekistan believes that the speedy elaboration by the United Nations of a
draft comprehensive convention on international terrorism and a draft
international convention for the suppression of acts of nuclear terrorism would
be a significant step towards enhancing the effectiveness of counter-terrorism
activities.

The Republic of Uzbekistan will thus continue to make active efforts to
prevent and combat terrorism and to promote closer international cooperation in that
sphere.


