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SECURITY CONSEIL . CRIGINAL: NCLIE!
COUNCIL - DE SECURITE

LETTER DATED 18 MAY 1948 FROM THL‘ ASSTETANT SECHATARY -GENERAL TOR ‘SLCURI”‘Y

COUNCIL AFFAIRS ADIRESOED TO THE ARAP HIGHER coM“IITT:ﬂ:,, AND REFY

ol MAY 1948 ADDRESSED TO THE SBIRITARY -msrw Vo CORTRRNRG THE . QU PTONS
: STRMITTHED BY TIE SECURITY COUNCIL o

sty
| I an dlrscted by the fresaiclent of the Security Coumncil to communicate to
you that the Secu; ity Council at 1ts 29%th meeting held on 18 May 1948 decided
to address to '{;he Axab Higher Comnittee the following questions:
'(.&) Is the Arab Highen Cor-,ﬁnittee exsrclging poliitical au“hovﬁ iy in
Palesiine? | |
(b) . ‘What govermmental arrengomen*fﬂ have been made to maim;ain‘phblic
oriev and to carry on public aervioes In sectlons oi‘ Palegtine where Arabs
are in the majority? |
(¢) Eave the Arabs of Paleetine requeated aﬂﬂiﬁ‘uﬂﬂCB From ¢ goveriuents
outside of Palsmtine? ‘
.(c't'}- If wo, what governments, end for what purpose?
(e) Have you nemad 1"epnc'ef?:@rﬁ:rn'.:hmese; to deal with the Security Council

Truce Commifsion for the pu"pose of effecting the truce called for' by tne

i
i

Securit ;y Councl.l.?
(f‘) ” H.fwe Jewish forces. peneﬁrated into the teryitory in wlﬁt:h you claim
: to have "m"uhovi uy? | .
I hcxvo the honour to infom you alao that in view of t‘me wwoncy of the
matter “the Secu’"ity Council requas’oed t;o raceive a rep‘y i‘rom the l&r:\,b
‘Higher Corprm‘r bee witvﬁn fortJ-eight houm countmg f;cm noon, 12 May 191+8

New Yo*ck S+am~ard time. . i
~ . T have the honor to be,

meﬂ“” ' N | ( o : v E Sil’, L
% i/‘ ﬁr& Lae. I\Takh h o chr obealenh Se rvant :
K3 Arab Higher C ,.nmittoe , - LE e T
: A A\(&/ @ TG Pormanent Syrian Delpgation A Sobc},ev A
{ to the Umited. ;I%bions ‘ . Apsistant Secrstary General
ébomm,:i‘é , in charge of Security Council A:t:[airs

17 X
3 A REMTY ﬁ‘h Avenue, 3 f ‘
WO 1 New Yorlk ' ‘ P
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THR L‘E’EUJ;'I‘l I (F THE MA‘Z& RIGHER COMMITTED :OR J?AﬁE:STiI\IE
May 2, 1%8
Sirs
I bég _ﬁo tranomit ‘to yon, hsreu,ﬁd.er J':h:e snaverg of ":;ho A:v?ab Eiq_‘:;le‘x"
Commi- ';a(ae to fho gneall cmra add J*e.':red to them by the Security Cuwmll

&

Question (A) Is the Areh Ligher Commitiee exercising roiitical authority
in Paleatine? : )

Angwer: The Areb Higher Comslthee 1s exe roiging poiliticel antncrity
over the overwheiming majority of the citizons of Paleshine, The Commitise
18 compoged of menbers representing the daiffsr ’r. political Avab par'ties in
the country. It thus forms a coalition, which exyresses the Arab public

pinion in Palestine, Whereas, Arabs are in majority in all éimtricts and
axlb—d;ieﬁricfbs, save that of Jaffa, in which Tel Aviv ip situated, the Arab
- Higher Committee, therefore, aspealka in the name of the majority of the whole
of Palestine,

The Areb Higher Comrittee is represented in districts, svbmlif”,*'icm
and villages of a size by the Local Nationsl Comuititees, formed also of
r@l"mcé:ﬁ:a’sivas celegated by tha different pariles, to con\mol their

’"eﬂpective localities in the name of the Arab Eigher Commlltee,

Question (B) What govermmental arrangemenhs have,beon made to meintain
public ordsr and to carxy on public sevvices in sechions -

of Paleatine where Arabs asre in the majorlty?

’Ahswer: When the Mandatory started thei ir gradual withdrawal from
Palestine, wsome weeks ago , the Arab Higher Commiltee e,ﬂk.ed‘a‘ll Arab Governmernit
Ofi‘wciaJs to carr y on in their regpective posig after the Mandatory's
withdrawal, They werev Inatructed that the. senior Palestinian officer In
eech department 1s to act as temporavy director of his department. Chese
senior officers will be held responsible for the proper functioning of the
| depertmonts and for the regleters and documents, ae well as for all thelr

bel?@gifngsn ,A:?b offic’iale have accepted the offer and are ‘ain;;:eoutj.ng thelr
duties in a sa‘hisfactory manner,’ ﬁnder_ the present oi:roms’ovan‘ceg, _‘

[The National
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e National. Oommittge in each sub-digtrict was advised by the Areb Higher
Commlttee to act am an Adminletrative Council for the purpose of +‘acillta ing
the work of the departments in their locality. The Azved Ei igher Commitiee acts
ag the body responsible for theso administrailve arrangements,

When the regular Aned armies enbared Palestine, the responsilhllity for
the conirol of pudlic sscurity ané obher kindved goveimmsntal responsibilities
in the dif ferent areas they occuny have bsen r:laced in theilr hewls, In the
execubion of theme dutisw, both the Arab Ihghm' Commlittos and the Nat-ic».nal
Commlttees plece thelr asaistance end coopersiion at the dilsposal of ke
milltary authoritlies,

/

Question () Have the Arabe of Paleshive vequested asaisbence from
governments oubgide of Palestine?

Angwer: In order to answver this pertinent and all important question,
we deem it epseontial. to em:plain%‘ne pogition of Peleatine, &t the teriination

of the M@.nd.ate, which necessitated ouy yvecowrse to the Aveb Leagus for apsistan:

|
\

~1n the reztovalt ion of peace &nd order in the EHoly Land.

When the Mandate was imposed by the ’Lenarme= of Netions on Palawt? ins, the
Arvabs fomred over 9C% of the 1Jeome. The Covenant of the League cowsiiered
then, the peopis of Palea'trine as provieionally independent, gubject ©o the
vendering of Administrative advice and assistence by & Mendatory, until such
tlme as they are able Lo stand alone, The ’temingtion of the Mandate ig, in
fac%., the announcement of this ability to stand alone, end it would, therefore,
mean the automatic independcm e of 1;119 people o: Palegtine.

Turing the laet thirty yeaxvs, the Mandatory allowed Jokish immigration
to fldw into Patlést:ine, regardless of the Avab mejority's opposition s-.nd»
contlnuous reaistance; Their minority of 7%‘ have vsprung up to about 33%. Yet 5
the total mumher of Jews wao applied fo:rv.Palestinian nationallty have not
exceeded 176 of *"he total populab*on. ‘No uwiﬂting of‘ the law and no perverrted
argument would, therafore, convince the Axab oumer majo ﬂity of the counbiry
that the Jowish minority, unier Democratic. conceptlons, could have the right of

imposing their will on the majority, Democvacy is the rule of the wajority.
| /811 that
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511 that a mluority could heve is the pafoguarding of thelr Indivicval rights

on an eg¢uzl basip with the wajority.

%

Befors the temmination of the Mapdets, however, the Arab majurlity in

g

K - N o ot . 2 .
Palestine Tound themselves confronted witn & vebuilious Zionlist winority,

. . Arard e dd oty 4
who have dstormined to invade the country, elther by swanping it with U

wir
‘alien immigrants or by seizing it by force of cums, e scape of iniigration
thet wag allowed by the Mandatiry, even in the face of Arah resistance, was
not edequate for their purposo of invapion. Ihey started a cempaign cf
tevriorion in order to intimidete the Mendatory and the majority of the
people of Palestine to submit to their will, A wave of terroslam enveloped
the Holy Lan;'l since 1943, perpetvated by the Lagonal force, which s the
avewed army of the Jewish Agency. | |

This force was Tirst hosxd of as early as 1921, The Hacdatory, bthen,
inplicitly gave it its blasaibgra. Wnile Avebs were fighting the Mandatory
foi theiy frecdcm, this force was geining in strengbh behind British buyonets,
Haganah armories weré allowed by the Mandatory to be established in Jewish
gettlements, Accidental G.iec.iosurea roveslsd luge importatior of emms and
amr_nuni-bion by the Hegensh force. The Jewilsgh Agency took goold care o 56
that the greater part of imuigrants allowed into the country were militerdl,
trained young Jevs, ready to enlist in the Haganah force. The Jewlish
educational system, left by the Mandatory in the incependent hends cf the
Jewlsh Agency, made it obligmsory for students of both sexes lu secontary
s;hools to have one years' military tralning for procuring tholir certificate,
Axab eduéa‘bional systom was kept in the Mendetory's grip, where national
ideas were s’cifleﬁ., let alone any m’llit-ﬂry' training.

During the twenty years that precedsd the last World Van , the Mandatory
enforced strinzent ordinances againgt possesoion of arms hy Arnbs to the
point that many Arabs were hung for the posaesmion of a wific or even & dbulle
Meanwhile, Jews were allowed to amm themselves to the teeth, During the
lagt war, the Mandatory stripped the Arebs of any kind of erms and heavlly

Carmed »emd. extensively trained the Jewlsh community, The rewult wae that the

[Heganeh fore




Hagansh forse of the Jewdsh Agency ermrged owt from the war ag an tnderground
army, estimated by the Britlsh to he compossd of TC,000 etiong, The Avabs,
whose leadors wers elther In exils or in concentration camps and prisons in
Palesting, were left in a precarious conditicn Lo defend themsclives, DPacked
by this huge force, ths Jowlsh Ageney found it now oppordwae to claim a right
fox inaopeniehcg‘in ?mlc@tine, which, accoxding to Zibniah previous leaders,
have nsver beon a naxt of the Zionist program.

Unler themo clronpetencen, the Arab majorisy in thelr prOTu to prcgerve
thelr righte and dafend themmelvas in their own country, had no couarse to
follow other than to E““k ovbalio help in order to Toslat tﬁia dewish
aggresalve dnvasion of thelr country, And té whom should they address
themselves for apgistence, if nod to the Arad State lsmbers of the Ared
League xho are linked to them by all the ties of nﬂuloue Aty and had only
been segregatad from them by the imperizlistic awbitions of foreign powers,
Morsover, Palsstine has beon c@nﬁid@red‘by the Arab Leagus as p“ovisionally
Independent and so 1t was accepted gs a member in the organizetion., As such,
the people of Palestine pospesn a lawful and meral claim on euch &nl AlL of
the menbors of the League for sesistance in a diversity. When they found
tlumselves facing & Jowich minority intent upon actusl seizure of their
country by force of swms, the Arabe of Palestine have naturally resorted to
the Avab Leugue for agsigtance at the dawn of thelr xndopnn suce,

Quastion (D) If so, what goverrments and for what puvpose?

Angvers The Arab Higher Comuittee eolicited wSEiStance of the fu’lam*ng
Arsh countries: Egypt, 5aadi~Arab1a Yomen, Traq, Lebunon, Syria and
Trang-Jorden, in order to reinstate psace and. ordex in Palestine,

Their purposs and tagk is one of pacification eni not of invasicn. 1t heg
been made clear that once peace and order are r9ﬁt°”9d: the people of

Palestine of all cresds wi 1 exerclse freely their right of gell-determinati

in a general plebiacite.
fausetion (E)
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Question (E) Heve you named re If genbaktives to deal with 1: e Seeurity
Counell Truce Compigseion for the I}h.,‘“}.!OS'*’ of eifectinyg tns=
Tiuce called for b,,r the Security Councll?

Answer: Since the entrance of raguler Arab troops in Palsgtine, thig
matter was teken over by the Arab League, in which the Arab Higher Ccomiittee

la repy eseated

Quention (F) IHave Jewiweh forcves penetratsd imto the Lerritory in
whlch you claim Lo heve authority?

Angwey: Arabs claliw to have authority oirex' all Lhe area of Palestine
a3 beiug the political mp}uaeman,lve of the overwnzlining majerity of
the populabion. Thoy regord Palestine as ome unit, All forces that oppose

thile majority wherever they may be ave regarded as unlawful.

Youre Pespactiully,

' , ‘ (eésneck) Jomal Fugseini
Ram’esontatlve to the
United Nationg of the
Arab Higher Comnithce
JE, 31
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