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CABLEGRAM DATED 18 MAY 1948 FROM THE: PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL 4DDRESSED TC THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF
IRaQ, 4ND REPLY THERETO SUBMITTED BY THE REPRESENT4TIVE
OF IRaG T THE 30lst MEETING OF THE SECURITY CCUNCIL

THE SECURITY COUNCIL 4T ITS 295th MEETING HELD ON 18 MAY

' DECIDED TO 4DDRESS TO YOUR GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING QUESTIONS

QUOTE

(a) &4RE ARMED ELEMENTS OF YOUR ARMED FORCES OR IRRIGULAR
FORCES SPONSORED BY YOUR GOVLRNMENT NOV OPERATING
(1) IN PAIESTINE; (2) IN 4REAS (TOWNS, CITIES, DISTRICTS)
OF PAIESTINE WHERE THE JEWS ARE IN THE UaJORITY?

(b) IF 50, WHERE 4RE SUCH FORCES NOW LOCATED AND UNDER WHAT
COMMAND ARE THEY OPERATING, AND WHAT 4RE THEIR MILITARY
OBJECTIVES?

(c) ©ON WHAT BASIS IS IT CLoIMED THAT SUCH FORCES 4RE EN-
TITIED TO ENTER (1) PALESTINE: (2) aREaS (TOWNS, CITIES,
DISTRICTS) OF PuLESTINE WEERE THE JEWS 4RE IN THE
HoJORITY, KD CORDUCT OPERALTIONS THERE?

(@) WHO IS NOW RESPONSIBIE FOR THE EXERCISE OF POLITICAL
FUNCTIONS IN THE #RC&S OF PALESTING WHERE THE ARaBS
.RZ IN THE .JORITY?

(e) -IS SUCH LUTHORITY NOW NEGOTI&TING WITH JEWISH oUTHORI=
T ES ON » POLITIC.L SETTLEMENT IN P.IESTING?

(f) H.VL THE JEWISH FORCLS VIOL.TED YOUR FRCNTIERS «ND
PENETRATED YOUR TERRITORY?
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sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you the reply
of my Government tc the gquestions addressed toc them
in accordance with the reguest of the 3ecurity
Council.,

I have the honcur tc¢ be,
Sir,

Your most cbedien¢ servant

Nujl al-asil

Chief Delegate of Iraq to the
United Netions G.neval is=ombly
Special Session,

His Excellency M. a. Perodi ’
President of the Security Council
United Nutions

Lske Sueccess, New York,

/Question &,
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angwer B.

Lre armed glements of your armed forces or lrre-
gﬁlar forces sponsored by'your Government now
cperatings

In Palestine

In areas (Towns, cities, distficts) of Palestine

where the Juws are in the majority?

Yos.

It is misleading to identify Palestine in terms of
units like towns, cities, districts, etc., where
the identificatien of the majority and the minerity
dould be used ng ah erroneous pretext for an argu-
ment. Our contention is that Palestine should be
lcoked upon a8 one country where the Arabs are

tha majority. Blements of our armed forces entered
Palestine without discrimination elther to the

character of areas or to the creed of the inhabitants.

If so where are such forces now lecated and under
whet command are they cperating and what are their

military sbjectives?

Units of Ipaqi forces are now operating west of

the Jordan., These forces are cpefating under the
command of Iraqi officerﬁ. Their military objectives
far from being directed against the Jews cf“
Palestine, are the suppression of lawless Zionist
terrorism which was dangerously spreading gll over

the country, and the restoraticn,of peace and order.
Such objectives will result in enabling the pebple

/of Palestine



8/769
Page 4

of Palestine to seb up aunited state'in which
both 4rabs and Jews will enjoy equal Democratic

rights .

tuestion C.

Lngwer Ca

On what basis is it claimed that such forces are
entitled to enters
Palestine

iress (Towns, cities, districts) of Palestine

‘where Jowe are in the ma jority, -and conduct ope-

rations there?

Upon the terminstion of the Mandate on the 15th

M.y, 1948, no legal suthority was constituted to
take its place. In the same time the terrorism

snd the aggression of a minority assunmed vas v

proportions and resulted in atrocities and massacre

“leading up to a complete state of mnarechy. For a

long time such Zionlst aggres szloh was respons ible

f?r mahy atrecities and acts of unproveked lawles-
sness, of which the Traqi Lun ulate in Jerusalemn
recoived & share by having been attacked, destroyed,
pillaped end many of 1ts guards killed, In the
meantime»mqny hundreds nf- thoumands‘of the wrab
civiliazn population were driven out of their homes
and had to take refugeé in the neighbourdng krab
States, This 1n itsell was threataning to peace

and order. &1l this vas taking place under ﬁhe

eyes df the United Nuflons and ite Truce Commission,
The 4Lrab Loague, as a regional or?unlvation in-
tervsted in keeping the pesce in that 3 raglon . could
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not stand bylwithoutraqtion. The Leagué, of which
ﬁy Government is a member, took that actlon in the
confidence that, without foreign intervention to
complicate the situatibn,‘they are able t& realise
such & high objective,as the restoration of peace
and ordor with 2 view to arrive at a fair and just
solution of the problem of Palestine.

Concerning what is called areas, (Towno, ci*lcg,
dLutricts) of Palestine whcrw Jews are in tio
majority, it must agaln be statgd that the division
of the country inte such units for the present
purpose lg misleading and can be entertained on the
basls of partitidm which we rej ct.

,

Who is now responsible for the e ’vorcise of pOllthul
functions in‘the sreas of Palgstine where the Lrabs
are in th@ majorlty? |

Mary a contre where th@‘Arabs are in the majority
have boeen the subj ct of Zionist JU'P’"SJOH, ebli~
vious of any existing suthority, foreing them te
avacuate thelr homes. DBut whenever an arca CoOmes
under milltdry oocupubwom, Civil aministration is
oxerclsead uncer the supe wrvigion of the Military
Commancer by compebent civil Servants mostly of
local ofigiﬂ. This will be a temporary measure
until lew and order are established and a logel

political organizatlon based on Derocratic pr1n01nlcs

has been instituted in gecordance with the will pf
i \
the people.
/Puﬁ hion E
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Quagtion B
) i

"Is such éuthérié&jnow hégétiétihg with Jewish

authorities en a ﬁélitié&l saettlement in Palestine?
engwer B, |
~ Nou Nﬁgotiations“under threat of terrorism ig
not liable to lead to peaée'ahd order or te an
‘equitable solution of the problem.

guestion F.

Hove the Jewlsh forces violéted your frontier and
penetrafed your territory?

Llthough there was no direct violation of Iragl
frontiers by Zionlst bénds yet the existing threst
inside Palestine 1s HQ@‘QOnfined to the boundary
of that country but extends to,Iraq’itsélf partly
through the aggressive intentions of Tienism and
;partly through the fact that the Pélestinian Arabs

are an integral part of the krab people in general.
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