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LErTER DATED'" 2 APRIL 1961 FROM TEE ACTING PEmiANENT nEfRESID1TATIVE OF ISRAEL
.', ,ADD~E.S,SED ,TI') THE PRESIDENT OF THE S~URITY COUNCIL

'. -. .~ "

I have the honour" with reference to the letter and attached Explana.tory

Memorandum, dated 1 Apr.il,l96l (s/4717)" addr~ssed by the Permanent Representative

of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the President of the Security Council" to

submit the fdUow:tng pre.lilhinary observe.ti~ns.
" '.'

1. The suggestion that. the Israel parade to be held in Jerusalem on 20 April 1961.

may endanger international peace and security is without a vestige of f.oundation.

This appears clearly from the circumstances Bet out below.
'W' '.. " " <;>I 0.

2. Israei will be celebrating the ThiJ:'teenth Anniversary of its independence

on 20.Apr~.1. J.96l~. Tp~ celebration of :this Ann1ver~ar;}" has b,e.en marked every year

since the,. ~s'!ia"l~~hment of ~he St~te by a m;i.litaz:y pare-de.•. The venue of the

parade has varied from year to year.

,. In *958" ..~n :tl1e 9ccr:':siQn o~ ...the ~~;Lep:rat~on of ;J:srael's Tent~ Anniyersary"

the annualpa~a9-e was h~lg. in Jerusa~~m. . A complaint was thereupon made by the. " '.' .
Jordan a~thorities.t~ the ~ord~-Israel ~ixed Armistice Comm~ssion" sim~lar to

that, sq.bmitt.ed by, ~E;m to. the Mixed Armil?tice Commission. on 20 March 196~, in:

conn~x~on with the parade to, ~e held thil? month. The Unite~ Nations .Chairman ..

abstained on the resolution then submitted by the Jordanian delegation. In the.' . . .' .. .. . ."

course of a ~~at~!l!~nt at t~e meeting" he refe~red to, Isra~l'D actiqn as a "forJ!!a.l

breach" of the General Armistice Agreement" and said:

'. "The..s.~~tedpu:rpOtl.~ of Israel". in br~nj;~J?g .!):t:~hib~t~4 equipment. in,to
the Jerusalem area" is' tn have such' equipment ina m~,l:f,t9.ry pa.rade"
in whi'ch 'the troops" tanks and guns 'are without 'ammunition. There
is no reason to doubt that this represents the intention of the
Israeli authorities." ""

At' the same time; i~ o~der to ailay any anxieties and in agreement witn the pa~tiesl
" • • I. t • •

he posted a number of ~bserverl at specified points near the bordero The Fr~sent

insta~c~ is no J.iife~'e~t from the previous one and as on that occasion" no single
.. . •••• • .0 I •

weapon in the parade will bE: equipped with ammunition.

. .f.....



Armoured vehicle~ to celebrAte tbe fE'st1 notl
of thAt date.

Armour and jet :planes I;,. honour of tbfl! ,":LEft
to the Old C'ity of Jerusalem of the l1lte
King of Morocco.
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4. ?!he JOl'M.>\ C!ovt"rnment hAS lik~w:tM OJll .. numb(!!r o~ s}'edl\l O~{"~B.t('lJll" 't'l"I..~t to

Jerusalem for J:lR.rnd(!! J:lul1'0ses on their side of t.he line m111t.ary ~qu.il\.\lent other

th~n th~t specified for that ar~A under the ~oviEionA or the' C~erAl A~.isticp

Agreement. Thus slncp. the beginning ef 18st ye(l,r ~one, th~ JorcitlJJiMs hf'ove

brought military €cruipre{'nt including rroncur "-Dd planes to JerusR.1em in exceSEl ot

tha.t ttilowed :for in th~ G~nersl Armistice! Agreement on at leEl-st tour o~~l/,ldC'ns,

ns follows:

2l tTanUII.ry 1960

6 July 1960 Armoured vehicles on thCl! occasion (If the
visit of King Hussei~.

13 t!tnd 14 J~nUl\ry 1961 A display of jet fighter planes on tbe oecAdeJl
of the visit of King BusGein.

It sbould b~ stated th#tt bj" contrast with seme of t.bese Jordanian 1Wmi1~ abov~

ment10ll!1"ti., lIO Air display ie intended with t.be fC'lotbcC'.m:Lng Xsme.l r/\r4d~ in

J erus.UPJl1.

5. ~f!t Isrn.el GOl'"~rnm~nt, J':"ect"~iz1.ng thL! purely (".erem('lni~l nature ot these

cccas1oas, b&s not com1"~i;,ed of the t\ct1o~s set out in th~ precerliDg ~regr8.~h.

6. Tht" Jorttmian G('lvernment is fully Awr~ tbt\t th~re is not the slightest

1~t~..nt:tCUl on th~ pro-t of the Israel c,overnment tt"l undertnk~ nnytJ:dng more thnl'l !.

~~~c~tul celebration of 8 national holiday in Israel; ~nd in fAct detsils of th~

~rn~~, accomPanied by full Assurances regnrding its rurely ceremcniAl pharncter,

verr. officially conveyen to the Jordnnian re~resentatives ~s long Ago S~

7 MAr~h 1961.

1. The Jordnni~n comrlai~t is s~eciou~ and All the more sur~rising 1n view of the

r~~t th&t Jordan hns not only itself eondueted such parades on ~ ~umber of occasions

'hut l'l".xsists in fundMlental viola.tif.\n of the Armistice Agreement.

8. I~ the light of thp. circUllistances set out above, the submission or a comrlaint

by Jor~~ to the Seeuri"ty Council and n re''luest to convene the Council is to distort

~n to 1n.rl~te the signifiCAnce of the whole matter, nnd is caleuJAted. without nny

ju~tir1e~tion to stir u~ tension at ~ time Yhen the Israel-Jor~n ~oreer has for

long b~~n relatively quiet. It is submitted Accordingly thAt this is a mattp.r with

vhi~~ th~ Security Council should not be called upon to concern 1~selr.

/ ...
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,. I Am instrueted by my Government tn reiterate its fullest assurances of the

Ileaceful nature and purposes of the para.de and its readiness to co-opera.te with

all appropriate n:r:asures designed to relieve Jordanian a.pprehensions, however

ill-founded they may be.

r nave the honour to request that this letter be circulated to the members

of' the Security Conncil.

(Si.gned) Arthur Lourie

Acting Per~anent Representative

".

-------~-----




