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Note by the Secretory-Geueral:

The Secretory-(eneral has the honour to cireulate for the information of
the meribers of the Security Council the gttached report by the Chief of Staff
of the Truce Supervision Orgonization on'the Nabhalin incident, transmitted on
19 June 1954. '
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THE NAHHALIN INCIDENT

Repcrt by the Chief of 3taff of the United Nations
Truce Supervision Organization

I. The Jordanian Complaint

1. On 29 March 195k, at 0700 hours, local time, the Jorden Delegation
presented to the Chairmon of the Mixed Armistice Commission a verbul complaint
dealing with an incident which yad ccourred gt Nahhalin Village seven hours
earlier and requested an immediate investigotion as well a3 an emergency
meeiing of the Commission to consider the incident.
2, On the same dgy, st 1255 hours, local time, the following written complaint
(X537) was submitted by the Jorden Delegation to the Chairmen of the Mixed
Armistice Commiasgions

"Debe ané Time of Complaint: 28.29/3/195% et 2k.00 hrs. J.T.

‘Placs: MR 1613.-121k, Nzhhalin Village -

Statenent o8 Facts:

At the gbuve date, time and place, an Israeli armed force, well
equipped, surrounded the village from its three directions and penetrated
inside the village and opened fire from different auntomatic weapons,
hand grenales and placed mines at some houses -Including the Mosque of
the villeze. As a result of this bruial attack, nine persons, eight men
and ore voman, were killed and fouwrteen others were injured and taken
to hocpital. Fire lasted for sbout one hour and a half, and was returned
by the village puerds, then the ageressors withdrew. DMinea, grenades
and other warlike materials bearing Hebrew markinpgs were found on the spot,

This bold attack and cold-bleoded murder by Isreelis agalnst an
innocent H.J.XK. villege constitutes a serious breach of artiele IIT,
paragraph 2 of the Geteral Armistice Apreepent.

It is vequested thaot this greve incident be immediately investigated
and an emergency meeting be held to eonderm thils case.”

A copy of the complaint was sent to the Isracli Delegation whieh refused to

receive 1%.
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II. Investigation of the Complaint

3. Three hours after the receipt of the verbal complaint, United Nations
Military Observers were on the scene of the ineident. They dompleted their
investigation the same day. The Observers inspected the demaged buildings,
visited the spot where an Arab Legion lorry had been blown up, interviewed

the wounded and other witnesses and searched for tracks in order to ascertain
whether such tracks came from and led to the Demercaticon Line.

4. Nehhalin village is distant three and e helf kilometres from the Demarcation
Line. According to the Observer who led the tracking team, incoming and
outgoing footprints of men were found from the north-west cutskirts of the
village to the Demareation Line., One of %he Observers followed the same tracks
into Isrseli territory for about 100 metres, Incoming tracks were noted in

meny spots along the tracks leading to the border. These tracks compared Iin

size and type to the outgoing tracks. Similar tracks leading towards the
Dewsrcation Line were noted on the Israeli side of the Demarcation Line.

3. National Guards, Arab Legilon soldlers and villagers told the Observers that
about 200 men perticipated in the attack. They stated that most of the assailants
had stayed outside the village and that the attack on the villege itself had

been carried out sy several small patrols. The witnesses gquestioned were unable
to say how the attackers were dressed, owing to darkness, except that they had
something round on their heads, Several witnesses, however, heard the

attackers using words which were not Areb, such as "Khadima" {the Hebrew word
for "forward").

6. In Nehbalin village, the Observers visited the seven damaged houses where
explosive charges had been used to blow the doors open, Some of the doors had
bulle} holes in them., TFEmpty cartridge shells were found lying in the vielnity of
the dgor. The Mosque of the village had its double doors blown up by & large
charge of explosives; all window ranes were broken. In the elght ahove-mentioned
buildings were several impacts of bullets and hand grenade fragments. In the 1
vieinity of the houses, many safety pins and pulling rings of the type used

with fragmentation grenades and pull igniters were found. A fiuvid incendiary
bomb in working condition and ready for use was found on the main rosd of the
village. On ‘the western side of the village, near s waell a prepared charpge of
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one block of T.N.T. covered by stones wes found; 1t wap marked with Hebrew
letters. A% about 50 metres from the Mosqus, a fregmntation grenade in working
condition and partly dug in e pile of stones wes alsgo found.

7. At a spot about three kllomsitrea outside Nehhalin, on the road to Bethlehen,
the Obgervers saw the Ared legiom lorry which was blowm up by a mine whilst on its
way to reinforce Nahhalin., Among the evidence collected were empty cartridge
shells lying about nser the creter cauéed by the explowsion, the neck of a fluid
Incendiary bowb as well as two twisted motal spikes of e type ussd for trip wirss,

on each side of the road,

I3IT. Decision of the Mized Armiatice Commission

8. An emergency meeting of the Mixed Armistice Commission was oonvened for the
early morning of 30 March to discuss the Jorden complsint on the Friohelin incident.
9. On the preceding evening, efforts were made to infqrm the Isreel delegetion
of the tims of tke moeting and to tranemit to them a request to attend. 4
mogsage sent on behalf of the Chalrmen of the Mixed Armistice Commission wes
not accepted. To a messuge sent in the nemp of the United Nations Chief of
Steff, the General Staff Officer in charge of Israel's deleguntions to the Mixed
Armistice Commissions replied thal under present circumstences Israel wes not
participeting in the Isrmel-Jordan Mixed Armistice Commiseion.
10. The opening of the emergency meeting was delayed for neerly en hour in the
expectation thet the Israell delegation might attend it. When finally the
Chalrman declared the meetlng open, he expressed his regret at the abmence of the
Israell delegation. .
11. The delegation of Jordan moved the following resolubion:
"l. The ovosaing of the Demarcetion Iine by & large group of militarily
treined Israelis who planned and cerried out an attack on Nohholin Village

on the 28/29 March 1954, firing from eutcmatic weapons, detonating explosives,
throwing hand grenadés end incendiary bombs, which resulted in:

() the killing of five National Guards and one women, and the wounding
of fourteen villagers, msn end women;

() the killing of three Legionnaires by the blowing up of & truck
which wes proceeding to NohhalinVillage es reinforcement, and the
wounding of -the officer in charge of the reinforcement end of four
other Leglonnaires,
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censtitutes e most flagrant breech of srticle IiT, paregreph 2 of the
General Armistice Agreement.

2. The Mixed Armistice Qommission condemms Ierael in the strongest terms
for this latest eggression and calls on the Isreeli authorities to take

most effoctive messures to prevent such and other aggressions againat Jordan
in the future, and to approhend and punish those responsible.

3. The Mixed Armistice Commission deeply deplores the loss of innocent
lives incurred es a result of the atteck on Wahhelin Village,”

The resolution wes edopted, the delegation of Jordan and the Chelrman voting
in favour,

12, After the vote, the Chairmen mpde the following statemont:

"The Cheirmen deeply sywpathizes with the Bahhelin villagers, The
terror of such & night attsck with its accompanylng loss of ife will not
be eeslly forgotten, especilally since this is not the first time Nabhalin
Villege has felt the sting of the night raidevs. I must, however, call
upon the injured perty to refrain from actions hat will aggrevets inestoad
of lemeen the existing tension. If there is to be any rociprecal action
elong the Jorden-Israsl border, let 1t be only for amcis of tolerance,
understanding and co-operation. The partles to this Mixed Armistice
Comuiseion should not, in the face of difficult problems, loge gight of the
fect that the co-oporation necessary o the ostablishment of a peacetul
bordsr can Tind its beginning hers in the Mixed Armistice Commission.

In this case the evidence found esteblishes guilt without question.

There seemed to be little effort on the part of the stteckers o conceal
their identity. T do not belleve the Tsraell officials will encounter
mich difficulty in apprehending the perpetratoras of this crime and bringing
them to Juatice."




