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EXCHANCE OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY -GENERAL AND
THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE HASHEMITE KINCDOM OF THE JORDAN AND
ISRAEL REGARDLNG THE CONVOCATION OF A CONFERENCE UNDER
ARTICLE XII OF THE GENERAL. ARMISTICE AGREEMENT

Note by the Secretary-Genersl

The Secretary-General has the honouy to communicate for the information
of members of the Security Council the text of the lollowing ietter dated
29 March 1954 from the Permanent Representative of Israel to the Secretary-

General.

"I have received Your Excellency's letter of 2k March 1954 conveying
the reply of the Jordan Government to your letter of 18 February 1954, It
is evident that this reply constitutes a flat refusal to attend the
Conference which you convoked under Article XIT of the General Armistice
Agreement,

"2, Under Article XII of the Israel-Joerden Armistice Agreement, each
party is under mandatory obligation to attend a conference convoked by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations at the request of the other party
for the purposes stated in the Articie. The Government of Jordan, hovever,
has for over four months persistently and repeatediy violated this central
Provision of its agreement with Israel.

"3,  In the course of your erforts to arrange the confereace you
suggested certain conditions of time, prace, initial chairmanship and
principles of agenda which might facilitate Jordan's fulfilment of ite
mandatory obligations, I hope that you will agree that the Government of
Israel showed a cooporative atbitude to all these suggestions., The
correspondence vhich you have submitted to the Security Council fully

bears out this contention.
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"Lk, The refusal of Jordan to honor its signature of Article ¥IT of the
General Armistice Apreement leads inavitably to three conclusions:

"(a) Jorden does not respect its international obligations and
is not rreparec to honor an agreement te which it has set its hand,
\D) Jo“uaa does not consider iteelf bound by the General

Armistice Agresrent os a whole, hut reperds itself as Trece to decide

which provisicons of that agreement it shsll igncre. This is surely

tentamount to a repudistion by Jordsn of the Agreement.

. "(c} Jordan is awere cf the coute tonsicons which have prevailed
on its border with Israel for several vears, and cspecially in roecent
months, &s & result of its reveatel incursicns and attasis cn Isresii
life and property; nevertieless the Jordan CGovernment deciines to Join
with Tsreel under the due procedures laid down in Article XIT of the
Armistice Agrezement in zn attempt to bring about & general improvement
of the grave situation. '

"These three facts constitute an international transgression of
unusual scope and gravity., The Government of Israel is deveting its full
consideration to the positicn thus created.

' ' "My Government appreciates the zzalous and patient efforts which Your
Excellency has devoted to this matter. We have noted with gretification your
published statement of 10 March emphasising the mandatory cbavacter of
Article ¥XII, and your published statement of 27 March that you cannot be
regarded as cbncurring in Jerdsn's reasons for refusing yvour invitation.

"Ilhave the honor to request that this letter be circulated to the
Members of the Security Ccuncil as an =iditional decument to those
already published in 8/3180 =nd §/318c/rdd.1.

"Please accept, Excelleincy, ete.

/s/ Abna Eban

£ntzscadir and Perrenent Representative
I Isrezl to the United Hetions®
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