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EXCHANGE OP CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND
TIlE GOVERNMENTS OP THE lIASflEMITE KINGDOM OP ~'HE JORDilN AND
ISRAEL REGAHDIilG TIlE CONVOCATION OF A CONFERENCE UNDER
ARTICLE XII OF TIlE GENERAL ARMISTICE AGREEMENT

Note by the Se~ry-General

The Secretary-General has the honour to communicate ror the information
of members of the Security Council the text of the follovring j.etter dated
29 March 1954 from the Permanent Representative of Israel to the Secretary­
General. •

III have received Your Excellency's letter of 24 March 1954 conveying
the reply of the Jordan Government to your letter of 18 February 1954. It
is evident that this repLY constitutes a flat refusal to attend the
Conference which you convol;.ed under Article XII of the General Armistice
Agreement.

"2. Under Article XII ol the Israel-Jordan Armistice Agreement, each
pa.rty is under mandatory obligation to attend a conference convoked by the
Secretary-General of the Uniteu Nations at the request of the other party
for the purposen stated in the Article. The Government of Jordan, however,
has for over rour months persistently and repeatedly Violated this central
provision of its agreement with Israel.

113. In the course c.f your €.L'forts to arrange the conference you
suggested certain conditions of tiF.e, pLace, initial chairmanship and
principles of agenda vhich might faciJ-i.tate Jordan's fulfilment of its
mandatory obligatiuns. I hope tbo.t yr.u will agree that the Government of'
Israel sbm-red a cooperative attitude to all the£>e sUGgestions. The
correspondence which you have submittefl to the Securi.ty Council fullY
bears out this contention.
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The refusal of Jordan to honor -its signature of Article XI~ of the

Gen~ral Armistice ~Greeruent leads inevitably to three conclusions:

"(a) Jordz.n does not r~spect its international oblibations and

is not ~re~areQ to honor an aGre~ment tc which it has set its hand.

"Co) J0rlla~1 does not cC::l.sider ittlelf cound by the General

whic3 p~ovision8 of ttat agreerr.~nt it she':'::"" ignore. This is surely

tantamount to a rer.u~iation by J0ri~n of the AGreement.

Il(C) Jordan is Bwe.:.:e er til~ :;'~1..::te t':'c.3ioo.:> ;;hich ha\'e prevailed

on its border 'I,;ith Israel fer Gever?.l ;trears J and. especially in x'.;:cent

months, as a result of its re::peatei inCUTSic:1s and atta::O:;:s cn Israeli

life and property; nev~rtaeless the Jo~dan Government ~ec:in~s to join

with Israel ~er the d~e procedures laid down in Article XII of the

Armistice Agreement in en attempt tu bring about a general improvement

of the Grave situutio~.

liThese three facts cons·titute a~ international transgression of

unusual scope and grav~ty. 7he Guver~ent of Isra~l is devoting its full

consideration to the position thus created •

. liMy Government appreciates the z;;:alou3 and l'utient efforts which your

Excellency has devoted to this matter. We have noted with Gratific~tion your

published statement of 10 March emphasising the mandatory chara~ter of

Article XII J end your pubUsheci statemc:nt of 2i t-j·Llrch that you cannot be

regarded as concurrinci in J~r~Gnts reasons for re~using your invitation.

trI have the honor to r~q:U'2st that this letter be circuJ.e.ted to the

Me~bers of the Security Ccu~cil a3 a~ ~~(itional docur.elit to thQse

already pubiished in 8/3180 &nd S/5:2c/Add.l.

I!Please accept, ExcelJ.<..ncy J etc.

/s/ Ab:::a Eban

•

A~~csce.i~r and P8r~anertt Representative
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