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EXCHANGE OF COFRESFPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE
GOVIRNMENTS OF THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF THE JORDAN AND ISRARL REGARDING
THE CONVCCATICR OF A CONFERENCE UNDER ARTICILE XII OF THE GENFRAL
ARMISTICE AGREEMENT

Note by the Secretsrv-0eneral

The Secretary-~General has the honour to refer to the letter from the
Permanent Representative of Israsel to the United Netions dated 23 November 1953
| {document S/3140). In paragraph 5 of this letter the Permanent Representative
of Israel formally invoked article XII of the Israel-Jordan General Armistice
Agreement and in poirt (a) of this paragraph submitted a request to the
Secretary-General on behalf of the Government of Israel, in accordance with
article XII of the Agreement, urgently to convoke a conference of the
representatives of the two parties for the purpose of reviewing the Agreement
as envisaged in paragraph 3 of the aforesaid article. '

The Becretary-CGeneral now has the honsur.to communicate for the information
of members of the Securlty Council the texts of the following communications
on this matter.

L. Telegram of 23 November 1953 from the Secretary-General to the

Minister for Foreign Affgirs of the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan.
2. Telegram of 28 November 1953 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan to the Secretary-General.
5. Communication of 22 December 1953 from the'Secretary—General to
the Governoment of the Hashemite iingdom of the Jordan. '

Y, Telegram of & Jamuary 1954 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs

of the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan to the Secretary-Ceneral.
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10.

Telegram of 5 January 1954 from the Secretary-General io the
Foreign Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Hashemite Kingdom
of the Jordan.

Telegram of & February 1954 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan to the Secretary-Ceneral.
Letter of 7 February 1954 from the Secretary-General to the
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations.

Letter of 18 February 1954 from the Permanent Representative of
Israel to the Secretary-General.

Telegram of 18 February 1954 from the Secretary-General to the
Foreign Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan.

Letter of 18 Februarv 1954 from the Secretary-General to the

Permanen® Representative of Israel o the United Nations.
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Telenrom dated 23 November 1953 from the Becretary-General to the Minister
for Foreign Alfairs of the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan

HAVE HOKOUR COMNUNICATE FOLLOWING TEXT OF LETTER DATED 25 NOVEMBER 1953
RECEIVED FROM EERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL TO UNITED NATIONS:

"PRESENT SITUATION OF ISRAZL-JORDAN GENERAL ARMISTICE AGREEMSNT HAS
ARCUSED MY GOVERNMENT!'S DEEPEST CONCERN. SOME OF MOST ESSENTTAL PROVISTONS
OF THAT ACREEMENT EAVS BEEN PERSISTENTLY DENIED FOIFILMENT., 7O AVOID FURTHER
PERIL TO PKECARIOUS SECURITY SITUATION IT IS URGENTLY NECESSARY TO REVIEW
TSRALL-JORNAN AGREEMENT IN ORDER YO ATTATN IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL ITS PROVISIONS
AYD OBTLOEIVES, '

"AT T4Z 637TH MEFTING OF SECURITY COUNCIL ON 12 NOVEMBER 1953 I PROFOSED,

ON Y GOVIKMGNT'S BEHALF, THAT SENIOR POLITICAL AND MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES
OF ICRALL AND JORDAN MOET IMMEDIATELY AT UNITED NATIONS EEADQUARTERS IN ORDER
TO DISCUSS ARMISTICE PROBLEMS. AT 638TH MIETING OF SECURITY COUNCIL ON

16 KOVCKBIR 1953 REPRESENTATIVE OF JORDAN INDICATED HIS NONAGCEPTANGE THIS
FROFOAL. .

"IN VIEY OF THE ACUTE TENSION ON ISRAEL-JORDAN FRONTIER IT IS NECESSARY
TO ACT SWIFTLY TO PREVENT THE FURTIER TMPATAWENT OF PEACE AND SECURTTY IN AREA
AFFECTED BY THIS AGREZMENT. NOTATNG SHORT OF DIRECT AND IMMEDTATE NEGOTTATION
CAN AVAIL TO THAT END. SINCE CUR EFCORJS TO REING ABOUT VOLUKTARY MEETTNG
BETWEZN THE PARTIES BY MUTUAL COUSCET H'SE 10T BN SUSCESSFUL, MY GOVERNMENT
FAS NOW DECIDED TO INVCKE BROVISIONS CF ARMISTTOE AGEFTLERT TO THIS END.

"I DESIRE TO DRAW YOUR EXCTLIERCY'S AiTSNTION TO APTICLE XTI OF ISRAEL-JORDAN
GENERAL ARMISTICE AGREE“TNT.  UNDIR THAT AKTTCLI EITHER OF PARTIES, AFTER
AGREZMENT HiS BUSH 1N OFERATION FOR OME YE:R, WAY CALL UPON SECRETARY-GENERAL
OF UNITED N.TIONS TO COWOKE CONFERSIGE GF Bt USNTATTVES OF TWO PARTIES FOR
PURFOSES STATED IN THAT ARTICLE.,  ARTICLE ¥iI (3) GOBS ON TO SAY: !PARTICIPATION
IN SUCH CON'EREICE SHALL BE OBLIGATORY UFON PARTIES!.

"ACCCRUINGLY, T BEREBY FORMALLY INVOKE ARTICLE XTT OF TEE TSRAEL-JORDAN
GENERAL ARMISTICE AGREEENT AND SUBMIT TO YOUR EXCELLENCY FOLLOWING REQUESTS.

(a) ON BEHALF OF GOVERNMENT OF TSRARL I HAVE HONOUR, TN ACCORDANCE WITH




g/ 3180
Engiish
Page &

ARTICLE XII OF ISRARL-JORDAN GENERAL ARMISTICE AGREEMENT, TO CALL UPON YOUR
ERCELIZENCY, URGENTLY TO CONVOKE CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THO PARTIES,
NAMELY GOVERNMENTS OF ISRARL AND JORDAN,FCR PURFOSE OF REVIEUING AGREEMENT
AS ENVISAGED IN PARA THRES OF AFCRESATID ARTICIE, I AM EMPOWERED TO DISCUSS
WITH YOUR EXCELLENCY TIME AND PLACE FOR FORTHCOMIKG CONFERENCE OF ISRAEL
AND JORDAN REPRESENTATIVES. (b} I HAVE THS HONOUR TO REQUEST THAT THIS
LETTER BE COMMUNICATED T PRESIDENT AND MIMBERS OF SECURITY COUNCIL., ir
WILL BE FOTZD THAT ARTICLE XII {2) USTATES THAT APMISTICE AGREEMENT WAS
NEGOTIATED AWD CONCLUDED IN PURSUANCE OF RESOLUTION OF SECURITY COUNCIL OF
16 NOVEMBER 1943, CALLING FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ARMISTTCE IN ORTER 0
ELIMINATE TEREAT TO FEACEAND TO FACILITATE TRANSITION TO PERUAMENT PEACE.

"MI GOVERIMINT CONFIDENT THAT ALL GOVERNMINTS UILI REFRAIN FROM ANY
ACTTION WHICE MIGHT AFFECT YOUR CONVOCATION OF CONFEPENCE, ANWD THAT EVERYTHING
WILL BE DONE TC CREATE ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVE TO SUCCESS OF CONFERENCE."

WITH REFERENCE TO PARAGRAPH 5 AND ARTICLE XII ARMISTICE AGREEMENT T
INVITE REPRESENTATIVE OF YOUR GOVERNMENT TO DISCUSS WITH ME IMPLEMENTATION
OF MATTER REFERRED 0 IN POINT {ao)OF THAT FARAGRAPH.

DLG EAMMARSKJIOLD
SLDCRETARY -GENERAT,




s/3180
Bnglish
Page 5

Telegram dated 28 Novemrer 1953 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Hashemite Kingdom of tne Jordan to the Secretarv-General

I HAVE THE HONOUR 70 ACKNGWLEDGE RECEIFT CF YOJR CABLE DATED 24TH INSTANT
REGARDING ARTICLE XII OF TiFE GENERAL ARMISTICE ACREGMENT AND IN REPLY REG TO
INFORM YCU THAT THE MATTER IS RECEIVING THE ATTENTION OF THE JORDAN GOVERNMENT
AND YOU WILL BE INFCRMED OF THE RESULT IN DUE COURSE.

DR. HUSSEIN F. KIALIDI, MINISTER FCR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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Communication of 22 December 1953 from the
Secretary-General to the Covermment of the
Hasihem.te Kingdom of the Jordan

ONE. THT SECRITARY-CENGRAL WISHES TO THANK MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
FOR INTERIM REPLY 28 NOVEWEFR STATING THAT JORDAF GOVERNMENT IS GLVING ATTENTION
TO CCMMUNLCATION COF SECRETARY-CENERAL OF 23 NOVEMRSR CALLING CONFERENCE UNDER
ARTICIE XTI OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT. HE EAS TAKEN NOTE IN THE MESSAGE THAT
HE WILL BE INFORMED CF THE RESULT OF JORDAN'S CONSIDERATION OF THIS MATTER IN
DUE COURSE. ' '

IN Iv28T SRREICUSKESS SITUATTON THE SECRETARY-CUNERAL VUTSHES INFORM JORDANTAN
FRIME WINTITER THAT HE RAMATNG ACTIVELY CONCERHED ACCELTANCE OF INVITATION

CONTAIN.D IN CCMWUNICATION 23 NOVEMEER, AS HE CONSIDERS THAT IN PRESENT SITUATION

IT IS CF INTEREST TO ALL PARTIRS COHCIRNED THAT CONFERENCE IN APPROPRIATE FORM
TAKES PLACE,

TWO. SECRETARY-GENERAL'S VIDW IS TIAT CONFERENCE AGENDA SHOULD BE LIMITED
TO CCNCRETE ISGINS OF LIMLTED SCOSR ARISING OUT OF IMPLEMENTATION OF ARMISTICE
AGREEMENT. CCITACTS VITH ISRANL REPRESENTATIVES HAVE LED HIM TO CONVICTION THIS
VIEW CORRUSPONDS TO TIMENTIONS OF T OTIER PARTY TO TUE CONFERENCE.

TZRZE.  SETRGTARY-CIMERAL WISHES TO ASSURE JORDAN THAT HE WOULD CONSIDER
FAVCURLRT ¢ PROPGAL Tilr! UNITED NATIONS CHOULD ASSIST TW CONDUCT OF CONFERENCE
WHICH UnNDDR ARATSTITCE AGREEMUNT SETNMS POLSIBLE EITHFR THROUGH SECRETARY-GENERAL
PERSCHALLY OR HIS PERSCNAL REFRESSITATIVE.

FOUX. DUZ TO THE URCENCY OF THR MATTER THR SECRETARY-GENERAI WOULD CGREATLY
APPRECIATE A REPLY NCT LATER THAN EARLY JANUARY.
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Telegrem dated 4% Janvary 165% from the Minigter for PForeign Affairs
of the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan to the Secretary-feneral

I HAVE THE HONOUR TO REFER TO MY TELEGRAM DATED 28.11.1953 AND TO YOUR
EXCELLENCY'S TEIEGRAM DATED 24.11.195% REGARDING THE REQUEST SUBMITTED BY THE
FPERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRARL TO TES UN OF THE SURJECT OF CONVENING A
CONFERENCE PURSUANT TO PARA 3 OF ARTICLE XIT OF THE JORDAN-ISRAEL GAA AND TO
SUBMIT HEREUNDER THE REPLY OF MY GOVERNMENT TO THIS INVITATION. IN HIS IETTER
DATED NOVEMBER 23 1553 ADDRESSED TO YOUR EXCETIENCY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF ISRAFL AT THE UN REFERRED TO A SUGGESTICN FROPOSED BY HIM, CN ROHALF CF HIS
GOVERIMENT IN THE 637TH SESGICN OF THS SECURITY CCUNCIL HELD ON 12.11.1953 70
CONVENE A MEETING BRETWEEN JORDAN AND ISRAEL TO DISCUSS ARMISTICE PROBLEMS. THE
ISRAELI SUGGESTION REFERRZD TO ABOVE STATSS "THE GOVERIMENT OF ISRAEL PROPOSES
THAT SENICR POLITICAL AND MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES OF ISRARL AND JORDAN SHOULD
MEET AT UNITED NATIONS HG WITHCUT DETAY TO DISCUSS ARMISTICE PROBLEMS, AND
ESPECTALLY THE PREVENTING OF BCRDER INCIDENTS AND THE COOPERATION OF THE
RESPECTIVE AUTHORITIES IN MATNTAINING BORDER SECURITY. "

TEE, REPRESENTATIVE CF ISRAEL, HOWEVER, ALLEGED IN HIS IETIER TQ YOUR
EXCELLENCY THAT THE JORDAN REPRESENTATIVE EXPRESSED, AT #HE &3B8TH SESSION OF
THE SECURITY COUNCIL HELD ON 156.11.1953, HIS DISAGREEMEW! TO THE SAID ISRAELI
SUGCESTION. THIS IS UNTRUE FOR THE JCRDAN REPRESENMTIVE DID NOT REFUSE THE
INVITATION TO ¥HE REQUESTED MEZTING, AS WILL BE SHOWN IN ZRE FOLLOWING TEXT OF
HIS ANSWER "MY DELEGATION IS HERE PO EXPRESS THE VIEWS OF TE GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN
ON THE QIBLYA MASSACRE AND WE HAVZ NO CREDENTIALS TO ENTER INTO ANY OTHER
DISCUSSION.  IT SEEMS THAT IF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL HAS SCGME PROPOSAL TO
SUBMIT, ITS PROFER CHAMNEL WOULD BE THE CIIIEF OF STAFF OF UN TXUCE SUPERVISION
ORGANIZATION. IF THERE IS AGRERMENT, THE MOST SUITABLE PIACE FOR SUCH DISCUSSIONS
WOULD LIKELY BE JERUSALEM BECAUSR OF ITS PROXIMITY AND FACILYITY OF COMMUNICATIONS
WITH BOTH GOVERMMENTS". AT ANY RATF, SHOULD ISRAEL HAVE ANY CLAIMS OR COMPIAIN:S
AS O THE MANNER IN WHICH THE PROVISIONS OF THE SAID ARMISTICE AGREEMENT ARE BEING
IMPLEMENIED OR BE OF THE OPINION THAT CERTAIN PARTS OF THE SAID PROVISIONS ARE
AMBIGUOUS AND REQUIRE CLARIFICATION, OR FEEL THE NECESSITY FOR INTRODUCING

o
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AMENDMENTS IN ITS FROVISIONS PARTICULARLY TO CURB INCIDENTS ON THE ARMISTICE
DEMARCATION LINES AND TO BRING AROUP THE COOPERATION CF THE AUTHORITIES OF THE
TWO PARTIES CONCERNED FCR THE MATNTENANCE CF SECURITY ON TE ARMISTICE
DEMARCATION LINES, THEN ISRAEL MAY CCME FORWARD WITH THE REQUESTS DETATLED
ATOVE TO THE MAC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FROVISIONS OF ARTICLE XI OF THE CENERAL
AR/ISTICE AGREEMENT. IT SHOULD ALSO BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE JORDAN CIVIL AND |
MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES AT THE MAC, WHICH HOLD ITS MEETINGS UNDER THE CEATRMANSHI
OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF UNTSO, ARE PREPARED, AT ANY TIME, TO MEET THE REPRESENTATIVE:
OF IGRAEL AT THE MAC'S OFFICES AND DISCUSS THE AUOVE MENTIONED FROBLEMS WHICH FALT
WITYIN TH: SCOFE OF THE GENERAL ARMISTICE ACREFMENT. THEY WILL LIKEWISE DISCUSS
THT VIOLATICNS BY ISRASL CF THE FRCVISIONS OF THE GAA AND ITS REPRATED ACTS OF
AGGRESSION WHICH HAVE CCNTINUED DESPITE THE DRCCSION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

DATED 24.11.5% CONDEMING ISRARL ON THE QIBIYA INCIDENT AND CALLING UPCN IT O
TAKE THE STRICTEST MEASURES FCR THE PREVENTTCN OF TH® RECURRENCE OF SUCH ACTS TN

WITH MY HIGHEST ESTEZH, YCURS TRULY,

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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Telogvan dated S Jarwary 195% from the Secretary-General
to the Hinister for Foreign Affairs of the
Hachemite Kingdom of the Jordsn

I HAVE THE HOFOUR TO ACKNOWIELGE RECEIFT OF YOUR TEIRGRAM DATED 4 JANUARY
1954 REPLYING TO MY TETEGRAM DATED. 23 NOVEMBER 1953 ON THE SUBJECT OF GCCNVENING A
CONFEFENCE UNDER FARA 3 OF ARTTCIE XIT OF THT JORDAN-ISRARL GENERAL ARMISTICE
AGREEMENT. I HAVE TAKEN NOTE OF TEE COMMENTS IN YOUR EXCELIENCY'S TEIEGRAM.
HOWEVER, THE WORDING OF PARA 3 ARTICIE XIT IS MAITWATORY. TEE VIEWPOINTS SET CUT
IN YOUR REPLY TO MY INVITATION DO NOT DETRACT FROM THE ORLICATION INCUMBENT UEON
ME UNDER THE TRFMS OF THIS AETicLE TO RESFQND TO THE REQUEST OF EITHER PARTY TO
CONVENE THE CONFERZNCE. S |

IN THTS CONWECTION I SHOUID.LIKE TO REFER TO MY FRIVATE WMESSAGE OF
22 DECEMBIR 1953 TO YOUR BXCELIENCY REGARDING TEE SCOFE AND EROCETURE OF THE
PROFOSED CONFERENCE. UNFORTONATELY, THIS MRSSAGE WAS NOT DELIVERED TO YOU UNTIL
AFTER THE JORDAN GOVERNMENT HAD CONSIDERED THE COMMENTS WHICH YOU COMMUNICATED
TO ME IN YOUR TEIEGRAM OF L JANUARY.

I SHOUID LIKE, THEREFORE, TO PIACE BEFORE YOUR EXCELIENCY THE VIZW CONTAINED
IN MY PRIVATE MESSAGE THAT THE CONF¥RENCZ AGENDA SEQUID BE LIMIYED TO CONCRETE
ISSUES OF LIMITED SCOFE ARISING OUT OF THE IMPIEMENTATION OF THE ARMISTICE
AGREFMENT., I HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THIS VIEW CORRESFONDS TO THE INIENTIONS
OF THE GOVERMMENT OF ISRAEL. FURTMERMCREZ, I SEOUID LITE TO ASSURE THE GOVERMMENT
OF JORDAN THAT I SHOUID CONSIDZR FAVOURABLY TEE FROFOBAL THAT THE UNITED NATIONS
SHOUID ASSIST IN THE CONDUCT OF THE CONFERENCE, WHICH UNDER THE ARMISTICE .
AGRETMENT APFEARS POSSIBIE EITHER THROUGH ME FERSCNALLY OR THROUGH MY PERSONAL
REFRESTNTATTVE. o

I SEOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR THE FURTHER COILDENTS OF THE JORDAN GOVERMMENT IN
THE LIGHT OF THE VIEWS EXFRESSED IN THE ABOVE PARACRAPH, OF WHICH TO MY GREAT
REGRET THE JORDAN GOVERNMENWT WAS NOT AWARE WHaN IT FOEMﬁLATED THE REPLY CONTAINED
IN YOUR TZIEGRAM CF 4 JANUARY, AS WELL £S5 IN HE INITIAL PARAGRAFH OF THIS MESSAGE.

ACCEFT, BXCELIENCY, THE ASSURANCE OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION.

DAG BAMMARSKJOID
SECEETARY~CENERAL
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Telepram dated 6 February 1954 from the Minister Por Foreign Affeirs
of the Hashemite Kingdon of the Jordan
t0 the Secretary-General

i HAVE THE ECNOUR T0 ACKNOWIRDCE THE RECEIFT OF YOUR EXCELIENCY'S MESSAGE
DATED 6 JARUARY 1954 IN WHICH YOU INFORMED ME OF THR RECEIPT OF MY TEIEGRAM
DATED k.1.195k IN REPLY T0 YOUR EXCELIENCY'S TEIRGRAM DATE 23.11.1953 oN THE
SUBJECT OF THE REQUEST BY ISRAEL T0 CONVOXE A CONFERGNCE FOR DISCUSSION THE
SUBJECT RAISED IN IETTSR DATED 23.11.1953 ADDRESSED TO YOUR EXCELIENCY BY THE
PERMANTNT DETECATE OF TSRAEL TO THE UNITED NATIONS. I APPRECIATE THE SPIRIT
WEICH PROMPTED YOUR MESSAGE AND THE ASSURANCE CONTAINED IN IT THAT THE AGENDA OF
THE CONFERENCE SHALL BE LIMITED TO CONCRETE ISSUE OF LIMITED SCOPE ARISING OUT
OF THE IMPIEMENTATION OF TEE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AND THAT YOU HAVE REASON TO
BELIEVE THAT THIS VIEW CORRESFONDS TO THE INTENTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL.
WHIIE TAKING NOTE OF TBE AFORESAID STATEMENT, I FIND, SINCE THE INTENTION FOR
CONVOXING THE CONFERENCE DOES NOT GO BEYOND THE CONCRETE ISSUE OF THE LIVITED
SCOFE ARISING OUT OF THE IMPIEMENTATION OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT, AS YOU HAVE
KINDLY POINTED OUT IN YOUR MESSAGE, THAT THE ONLY IEGAL MEANS WEICH CONFOR{S TO
THE PROVISIONS OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AND WHICH MO DOUBT MEETS YOUR
EXCELIENCY'S DESIRE 1S TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS AND REMEDY TEEM SEEEDILY BY
REFEEENCE TO THE MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION WHICH RPODY IS CONCERNED WITH THESE
MATTERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS OF ARTICIE XI OF THE ARMISTTICT AGREEMENT,
IT IS THEREFORE WORTHWHIIE TO REFEAT WEAT I STATED PREVIOUSLY IN MY TRIEGRAM
REFERRED TO ABOVE, NAMELY THAT REPRESENTATIVES, BOTH CIVIL AND MILITARY, OF THE
JORDAN GOVERIMENT IN THE MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION WAICH MEETS UNDER THE
AUSPICES OF THZ CHIEF OF THE TRUCE SUERRVISION ORGANIZATION, ARE READY TO MEET
WITH THE REFRESENTATIVES OF TEE ISRAELI SIDE AT ANY TIME IN THE COMMISSION

- HEADQUARTERS TO DISCUSS THE MATTRRS REFERRED TO IN YOUR MESSAGE AS WELL AS TEE

VIOIATICN BY ISRAEL OF TEE PROVISIOES OF THY CENERAL ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AND ITS
REFEATED ACTS OF AGGRESSION THUS CHALIENGING TiE SECURITY CCOUNCIL RESOIUTION
ADOPTED ON 2¥.11.53 WHERE ISRAEL WAS CENSURED FOR THEZ QIRIYVA INCIDENT AWD WAS
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CALIED UFON TO TAKR THE STRONGEST MEASUKES TO PREVENT THE RECURRENCE OF THRSE ACTS
IN THE FUTURE. IN MY TURN I REQUEST YOUR EXCELIENCY 10 APPRECIATE THE SINCELE
DESIRE CONSTANTLY SHOWN BY THE JORDAN GOVERIMENT 70 OBSERVE THE PROVISIONS OF
THE ARMISTICE AGRERMENT AMD 7O EXECUTE TEEM IN IETTER AND SPIRIT, DESPITE THE
FEFEATED ACTS OF AGGRBSSION COMMITTED BY TSRAEL, ITS FROVOCATIVE DEEDS, AND ITS
NAKED DISREGARD 70 THZ DECISIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL.

WITH MY HIGHEST TSTEEHM,

YOURS TRULY,

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
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Letter dated 7 February 1954 from the Secrstary-General to the
rerpanent Representative of Israel to the United Nebions

I have the honour to draw your attention to the developrments arising out
of your communication to me of 23 Movember 1953 in which you, on behalf of your
Government, invoked articie XII of the Israeli-Jordan Armistice Agreement and,
in accordance with that erticle, called upon me to convoke a conference of
representatives of tie twe parties.

On P4 November I transmitited your letter to the Government of the Hashemite
Kingdom of’ Jordsn and invited that CGovernment to discuss with me, through its
representatives, the time and place of the co-ference.

On 28 Kovember the ﬁOVErnment o? Jordan acknowledged receipt of the message

and stated that T would be informed of tiie resuly of their consideraticén of the

* matter in due course.

On 22 December I seut the CGovernment of Jerdan a further communication, &

copy of which I attach, outlining in more detail the sense of urgency whiich I

_attached to this matter and stating that the conference agenda should be limited

to concrete issues of limited scope erising out of the implementation of the
Armistice Agreement, a matter wrich I had discussed with you and other members of
the Israeli delegstion in advance. I also assured the Government of Jordan that

Y would consider favoprably a progposal that the United Wations should assist in
the conduct of the conference which, under the Armistice Agreement, seems possible
either through myself perscnally, or through wy personal representvative.

This messagze, owing to trancmissicn difficuliies, was not delivered in time
to be taken into account in the cowmunication I received from the Goverrment of
Jordan of L January 1954, a copy of which I attach,

On the following dey I acknowledgsd (copy attacked) the communieation,
reiterated the substance of my message of 22 December and asked for further
cemments in the light of these ccnsidsrations.

On € February I received a further message from the Government of Jordan,

a copy ol .nich I attach.
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l In transmitting these communications to you I should like to have your
views as toc whether an agenda of significant topies affecting the relations of

" the two parties under the Armistice Agreement could not be devised without

{ reference to article XII of the Agreement, It should be in the interest of the

parties, as well as of the United'Nations, to explore to the full the most

practical means of deéling with basic guections of tension and of improving the

oreration and the status of the Kixed Armicitice Commissleon in i%s later tasks

btefore rescriing to the arrangement envisaged in artiele XIT.

Accept, Sir, the assvrances of my highest consideration.

(sgd) Deg Hammarskjold
Seeretary-General
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Letter deted 18'Fébruary from‘the Pérﬁanent Representative =
of . Israel to.the Eecretary-Ceneral

I have thé honcur to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 7 February ;95&
replying. to my letter of 23 November 1953, and enclosing the communications which.
have péssed betueen Your Excellency and the Government of Jordan.

My bovernment has studied all these dccuments and now authorizes me to
make the following observations. - |
1. Under article XII of the Israel-Jordan General Armistice Aoreement it is
obligatory upon each party to attend a conference convoked by the Secretary-Genera.
of the United Nations at the request of the other party.

Netwithstanding your invitation to the Government of Jordan on
2k November 1953 to discuss with you the time and Flace for such a conference, the
Government of Jordan has for twelve wecks declined.to meet its cbligationes under
article XII of the General Armistice Agreement. Instead, it has made irrelevant
reference to a completely different article which hes been fully operative for
five yeors and which is not envisaged in the Agreement as being in any sense
alternative to article XII. Indeed, it has long been plain that the meetings of
the Mixed Armistice Commisscion, alvhough valuable end necessary in themselves,
have not been sufficient to bring about that degree of mutual agreement which
is necessary to secure satisfactory operetion of the General Armistice Agreement,

In the light of the clear language of ariticle XII, it is evident that
Jordan's evasive and recaleitrant con@uet in this matter during the past twelve
weeks constitute a grave violaticon of the Armisticé Agreexent.

2, My Government sees no reason to modify the terms of my letter to

Your Excellency of 23 November 1953, My Government continues to believe that it
is fully entitled to seek a review, at a conference of the two parties, of an
Agreement which has been in operation for five years, and in the implementation
of which many difficulties have apgpeared. It will be reczlled@ that the

Security Council in its resolution of 24 November 1953 exprressed a clear
assumption that a conference would take place under article XII of the General

Armistice Agreement, which had besen invcked by Israel,
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3 Article XIT of the Agreement does not require the parties to embark upon
an agenda discussion by correspondence before the conference is conveged. However,
the views on the agenda expressed Ey yoﬁ.in\pafagnaﬁhiB of yoﬁf letter to the
Jordan Government of 5 Janusry 1954 éorreSpond to our infention with respect to
this particular conference, aithough we reserveloﬁr gensral position on the broad
score and purpose of article XII.

The Government of Israel has deeply aprreciazted Your Excellency’s patience
and objactivity in endeavouring te apply the térms of article XII of the
General Armistice Agreement.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

{2gd) Abba Eban
Ambassador and Permanent Representative
.of Israel to the United Nations
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Telegran dated 18 February 1954 from the Seecretary-General
to the Minigler for PForeign Affairs ob
the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan

I HAYE THE HONOUR TO REéALL THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL BY LEITER OF
25 NOVEMBER 1953 REQUESTED ME TO CONVOKE A CONFERENCE UNLDER THE TERMS OF
ARTICLE XII OF THE GENERAL ARMISTICE ACREEMENT BETWEEN JORDAN AND ISRAEL. ON
THE BASIS OF THAT LETTER I HAVE HAD AN EXCHANGD OF VIRWS WITH THE TWO COVERNMENTS
AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES.

YOUR EXCELLENCY'S COMMUNICATION OF 6 FEBRUARY SEITING OUT THE VIEWS OF THE
JORDAN GOVERNMENT ON THE ISRAEL REQUEST AND MY COMMENTS ON THAT REQUEST WERE
TRANSMITTED BY ME TO TEE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT. 1IN REFLY THE
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAKL INFCRMED ME ON BEHALF OF HIS
GOVERNMENT BY LETTER DATED 18 FEBRUARY THAT THEY DID NCT SEE ANY REASON TO MODIFY
THE TERMS CF THE LETTER OF 23 NOVEMBER 1953.

ON THE BASIS OF THE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS IN WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL
HAS REITERATED THAT IT DOES NOT SEE A POSSIBILITY OF AGREEMENT TO ANY OTHER FORM
OF DISCUSSION THEAN THE ONE PROVIDED FOR IN ARTICLE XII OF THE ARMISTICE
AGREEMENT, AND AS THAT GOVERNMENT HAS REQUESTED ME TO CONVOKE A CONFERENCE WITH
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN UNDER THE TERMS OF THAT ARTICLE, I
FIND I AM IN DUTY BOUND 7O SUMMON THE CONFERENCE REQUESTED.

I HAVE STATED TN MY COMMUNICATIONS TO YOUR GOVERKMSNT THAT IN MY OPINION
THE SCOFE OF THE CONFERENCE SHOULD BE RESTRICTED 70 “CONCRETE ISSUES OF LIMITED
SCOPE ARISING OUT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE APMISTICE AGPBEMENT.® THIS VIEW
HAS BEEN ACCEFTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL IN THEIR COMMUNICATION OF
18 FEBRUARY. IN MY VIRW THE DEFINITION OF THE SCOPE OF THE CONFERENCE ALONG THE
AFORESATD LINES MUST TAKE PLACE IN THE COURSE OF THE DISCUSSION OF THE AGENDA OF
THE CONFERENCE WHICH SHOULD BE THE FIRST ITEM FOR THE CONFERENCE TO CONSIDER.

Ir IT PROVES IMPOSSIBLE TO REACH ACFEEMENT CONCERNING TFE ACENDA ON THE BASIS OF
MY OWN STATEMENT ON THE MATTER AS ACCEFTED BY THE ISRARLI GOVERIMENT , THE

CONFERENCE OBVIOUSLY CANNCT PROCEED WITH ITS TASX. ESITERATING MY DECLARATION TO
THE GOVERNMENTS OF ISRAEL AND JORDAN THAT IF SO DESIRED THE CONFERENCE MAY MEET

T
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UNDER MY CHAIRMANSHIP, I TRUST IT WILL BZ POSSIBLE TO SETTLE THE QUESTION OF THE
AGENDA DURING MY PRESENCE. IN MY ABSENCE GENERAL BENNTKE WOULD ACT AS MY
PERSCNAL REPRESENTATIVE.

IF IT MEETS WITH THE CONVENIENCE OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED, FACILITIT
CAN BE MADE AVAITABLE FOR YEE CCNFZRENCE 70 BE HELD IN JERUSALEM.

I WOULD AFPPECIANE EBIING INFORMED OF T2 VIEWS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT CONCERNING
THE TCATE FOR THE CPENIIG OF THE CONFERENCE, BEFCRE TAKING A FINAL DECISION ON
TEAT MATTER.

1 CONSEQUENTLY INVITE YOUR GOVERNMELT TO MEET IN JERUSALEM WITH
REFRESENTATIVES OF THE OTHER GOVERMMENT CONCERHED UNDER MY CHAIRMANSHI® FOR A
DISCUSSION CF VARIOUS CONCRETE AKD LIMITED ISSUES ARISING OUT OF THE
IMPLEMENTATION CF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AT A DATE TO BE DETERMINED BY ME IN
THE LIGHT OF THE WISHES OF THE TWO COVIRNMINTS.

ACCEFT, EXCELLENCY, THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION.

DAG HAMMARSKJOLD
SECRETARY -GENERAL
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Letter dated 18 February 1954 from the Secretary-Qeneral to the
-Pernanent Revresentative of Israed to the Unltud Natloqs

e T oy s

1 have the honour to reier to. your letter of 23 Neovember 1953, by which,
behalf of the GovCranent o; Iara l, you requested me to convoke a conference.
under the termq of Aﬁultle 1T of the Generzcl Armistice Agreement betwgeh Jordan
apd Israei. Cn tﬂL ba31s of that letier I -bave had an exchange of viewvs. with:
the two Governments aud their repregsentatives.

A communication from the Jorden Government dated 6 February 1954, settibg
out the Governmentls views on.-the  ferael reguest .and my comments on that
requeét ﬁere.transmitted by'me to the Israel Goverpmment through you. " In reply. .
you 1nPormeﬂ me by your letier of 18 February.on behalfrof your Government, that
they see no rescon to modify the termg of your letter ol 23 "November 1953,

On the basis of thtis exchange -of views; in which the Goverdment of Tsrael
has reiterated thét it dczs not see a possibility of agreement to any other form
of discussion than:tpe:ppe‘pxovidgd for in Article XI11 of the Armistice Agreement,
and as your Government bas requested me to convoke a conference with the
Representatives of the Government of Jordan under the terms of that Article, I
find that I am in duty bound to summon the conference requested.

I have stated in my communications to the Government of Jordan that in my
opinion the scope of the conference should be restricted to "concrete issues of
limited scope arising oul of the implementation of the Armistice Agreement".

This view bas been accepted by the Covermment of Israzel in your communication of
18 February. In my view the definition of the scope of the conference along the
aforesaid lines must take place in the course of the discussion of the agenda of
the conference vwhieh should be the first item for the conference to consider.

I 1% proves impossible to reach agreement concerning the agenda on the basis of
my own statement on .the matter as accepted by the Israeli Government, the
conference obviously cannot proceed with its task. Reiterating my declarsation to
the Governments of Israel and Jordan that if ao desired the conference may meet
under my chairmanship, I trust it will be possible to settle the questicn of the
egenda during my presence. In my absence General Bennike would act as my

personal representative.
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If it meets with the convenience of the two governments concerned, facilities
can be made available for the conference To be beld in Jerusalem.

I would appreciate being informed of the views of your Government concerning
the date for the opening of the conference, before taking a final decision on that
matter.

T consequently invite your Government to meet in Jerusalem with
representatives of the other Governments concerned uader my chairmanship for a
discussion of various concrete and limited isgues arising out of the implementation
of the Armistice Agresment at a date to be detsrmined by me in the light of the
wishes of the {two Governments, |

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Youra sincerely, -

Dag Hamerarszjold
Secretary-General

R —— e L S S



