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LETTER DATED 14 MAY 1953 FROM THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE TRUCE SUPERVISION
ORGANIZATION ADDRESSED TO THRE SECRETARY-CINFRAL TRANSWMITTING A REPORT OF

THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the hbpour %o communicate tb_you for travsimigeion to the
Président of thée Security Counsil the atached report on the resulis
of the inepection keld in the demiliterized zome of Mount Scopus on
28/30 April 1953, o " ; |
I ha&e the honour to bé;vSi},, _ v
Yours respsctfully,

‘W E. Riley
Llieut, Goneral, USMC Ret.
Chief of Staff

53-14701
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TRUCE SUPERVISION (RGANIZATION

REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF THE INSFECTION HELD
IN THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE OF MOUNT SCOFUS ON
28/30 APRIL 1953

1. Ih view of the letter eddressed %o the Secretary-General of the

United Nations by the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan, deted 16 December 1952, in which he demanded
that the United Nations Organlzatlon vhich "is reeponsible for the general
management and peaceful running of the Mount Scopua demiliterized zone carries
out a thorough search of the area", end in view of additionel letters addressed
to the Chief of Steff by the Senior Member of the Hashemife Jordan Kingdom
Delegation to the Jorden-Isreel Mixed Armistice Commission on the same
gubject, I have the honour to report the rééuits of the"inspection which was
held on 28/30 April 1953,

2, In each of the ebove-mentioned communications, the Hashemite Jordan
Kingdom representatives had made additional requests concerning the way in
which ‘the search‘ehould be carried out. Thesc additional requests were not

in accord with the terme of the Mount Scopus Agreement. It wag not until

13 March 1953 that the Senior Jordan Representative to the Jordan-Israscl
Mixed Armietice Commission requested that en inspection bhe mede as the

Chief of Staff saw fit. He Pfurther stated that he was primarily intereeted in
a report on the resulte of the investigation,

3. Under the terms of the Agreement entered into by the parties on

7 July 1948 (see Annex), the Mount Scopus aree is divided into three sectione:
(1) the "Jewish section", (2) the Arab village of Issawiya, and (3) the Auguste
Vietoria Hospitael area,

4, In the "Jewish gection" which, according to the 7 July 1948 Agreement,
includes the Hadaesah Hoepital and the Hebrew University, the investigating

teem consisting of two United Nations observers checked the number of Israeli
personnel and found that it was not in excess of that authorized by the

7 July 1948 Agreement, An inspection of the area was also mede for the
purpose of determining whether or not the Israeli police had in their
posceseion arms or ammunition in excess of, or of a type different from those
authorized in November 1948,
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5. The investigating team moved freely throughout the "Jewish section”

and received the co-opsration and assistance of the Israell police inspector
in cherge of the Israsli detachment., The only grounds which it did not enter
were those suspected to be mined, It entered all the buildings, and all rooms,
with the exception of six located in the Retnoff building, were inspected.
The six rooms in question could not be opened due to lack of keys, No erms
or emmunition were found, in exces# of those which were authorized ih 1948,

6. - With reference to the grounds suspected to be mined, which irclude the
British Memorial War Ceumetery, I invite yowr attention to parégraph 38 of my
lest report to the Security Council dated 30 October 1952 (5/2833) in which
it is stated that the Israslies were "ready to co-operate with my representative
for the detsction and destruction of mines which mey reginln in the area",

7. In order to effect the removel or deetruction of the suspected mines

in the "Jewish section", I requested the Jordan reprcsentative to authorize

e demlning team of ten Israsli soldiers to broceed to Mount Séopus., The
Jordan representative refused to agree and offered in turn a demining team
from Jorden. To detc ro demining teem hes proceeded to Mount Scopus,

8. Ac to the second section of the demiliterized area, Issawiya villege,

e check wee mede by the investigatingbteam vith regard to the pppulation of
that village, According to paregraph b of the' 7 July 1948 Agreement, "the
United Netlone undertakes to limit the population on Mount Scopus to those
individuals needed for its operatlon, plus the present population of the
village of Iscawiya',

9. The interpretation of the words "present vopulation of the village of
Issawiya" has given rise to difficulties. No census was taken oither bofore
or after the 7 July Agreement was signed (tWO dayc later, the first truce
arrenged under United Netions euspices was to come to an end end hostilities
were resumed - they were not resumed on Mount Scopus, thanke to the Agreement).
As & metter of fact the population of Issowiya - estimeted at 650 in the
Gazetteer published in 1940 by the Mendate euthoritice and reported to have
reached 950 in May 1948  eousht refuge in safer places at the end of Mey or
beginuing of June 1948, when cleshos increased on Mount Scopue, Consequently,
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nobody was probably residing in the village when the 7 July Agreement wes
signed, though male inhebitents were said to by continuously vieiting it,
cepocially at night, to check their properties, According to the Government of
Israsl, the words "present populetion of the village of Issewiya" means the
irhabitente who were allowed to re-enter the village shortly after the signing
of the Agreement, viz., 150, Whether this figure represented the total
number of inhabitents who were permitted to re-emter, or male inhebitants,
who were allowed to take their families with them, hag been a moct point.
When Iereel representativee have brought it up, I heve taken the pogition that,
in the absence of any euthoritative contemporery :record proving that the first
alternative was right, I accepted the sccond alternetive, One hundred and
fifty male inhebitantes, plus their familles, brings the population of
Issawiya to a figuro closer to that of May 1948,
10, The investigebting teem has reported that the inhebitants of Issewiya
ere todey 1,000, Meny of the villagers work their farms, while others are
employed in the Old City of Jerusalem, They heve not been carried on the rolls
of UNRWA for relief., A decision to rcduce their number would result in
increasing the number of Arab refugees.
11, According to ths 7 July 1948 Agreement, "the Areb civilien police
population at Augusta Victorie shall not exceed a total of 40", The
investigating teesmhas reported that the present Araeb police populetion is
considerably below the euthorized totel.
12, Inepection of the erea discloses fuviler that e hospital is being
oyerated at Augusta Victoria by UNRWA for the care of Arab refugses., It has
e staff of about 290, 90 per cent of whom are refugecs. The daily averags
of beds occupled is 316, Although.the Agreement of 7 July 1948 would preclude
the operetion of the hospitel, it is in fact rerforming e most valuable service
for Areb refugees in the Jerusalem eres, particulerly in view of the shortage
of badly nceded medical services,

W.E, Riley

Lieut, General, USMC Ret,
Chief of Staff
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ANMNEX
7T JULY 1948 AGREEMENT FOR THE DEMILITARIZATION OF MOUNT SCOFUS AREA

It 1s hereby jointly agrced that

1. Tha area as delincetsd on the ettached map will be asgigned to

Unlted Netions protection wntil hostilities cuese or a now agreement is entered
“upon, It shall includs thc areas dosigneted as Hedeseah Hospital,
Hebrew Univereity, Augusta Victorie and the Arad village of Issawiya, The
United Netions agrecs to bucome & sigmatory to this document by remresentation
through the Scnior Observer in the Jerusalem ares end the ghairman of the
Truce Commission, It thurefare accepts respongioility for the security of
this area as describoed herewith,

2, There shell be a no-men's~land locabion extending for approximately

200 yards along the main road betwsen the Augusta Victoria and Hebrew University
bulldings, with suitable check-posts establirhed ot cach end, Other check-poste
will be esteblished on the perimeter of the zone under protection, and ell
rarties agree that access desired should be sought along the main road via the
United Natlons chock=-poste as esteblished by the United Nations Commander,

All other attempts et cutry will be considersd as unlawful lnvasion and

treated accordingly,

3. In their resrcctive areas armed Arab and Jewish civilian police will be
rlaced on duty under the United Nations Commander. The United Netions flag
vill fly on the main bulldings., All military personuel of both gides will be
withdrewn this day, together with their equirment and such other eupplies as are
not required by the United Nations Commender.,

L, The United Nations will arrange that both parties receive adequate supplies
of food end weter, Replacemente of necessary rorsonunel. ia residenco on

Mount Scopus will be scheduled by the United Netious Commender, Visits of
roperly accredited individuals will also be erranged by the United Nations
Commander in coneulietion with each perty in regpect of its area, The

United Nations underickes to limit the population on Mount Scopus to those
individuales nceded for its operetion, plus the present population of the village
of Issawiya, No edditions will be medc to the village population sxcept by
agreement of both partics. The initial personnel roster of civilien pclice

in the Jewish section shall not exceed a total of 85, The civilian personnel
attached thercvto shall not oxcoed a total of 33. The Areb civilian police
ropulation at Auguste Victoria shall not excecd a total of 40,

Je It is horeby agrecd by both parties that the ares is not to be used ac a
base for militery orerations, nor will it be attacked or unlawfully entered
upon,
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6., In tho ovent thet the Ared legion withdrawe from the arcee, the

United Netions Commender is to be given sufficlent edvenced notice in writing
in order thet satisfactory avrangsments mey be meds to substitute for this
protocol. ancthier agresmens,

Signed: LASH Arah Militery Commender £Or ..
© SHALTIEL . Jowish Militery Commander, for
Provislonal Govazmnent, Stete of
Isreasl
' Joan NIEUWEMHUYS Chadrmen, Truce Commission,

:L:fuited Tetione

Nils BRURSSON Senlor Observer, Medistor's
Jerusalem Group, United Natione,

Tth of July 1948
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