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Sir,
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REPORT ON THE DECISIONS

MADE BY THE MIXED ARNISTICE COMMISSIONS

DURING THE PERIOD 17 FEBRUARY 1951 TO 31 CCTOBER 1951

In compliance with the request contained in the last baragraph of the
Security Council resolution of 17 November 1950 (document $/1907), I have the
hopour to sutmit the following repcrt on: the deciéions made during the period
17 February 1951 to 31 Octobsr 1951 by the Egyptian-Israeli, Jordan-Israeclil and
staﬁssa—Ieraeli Mixed Armistice Ccmmissions. With regard to the Syrian-Israelt
Mixed Armistice Commissicn, the Security Council has been informed of developments
by my reports on ccmpliance.given to the Councll resolution of 18 Vay 1951
(document $/2157). The last of these reports wes distributed on 17 August 1951
{document 3/2300). A further report will be transmitted to the Security Council
within a few days. ’

I. EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION

i. As stetsi In ny previcus report (5/209), the following guestions were

Mixad Armistice Commlsgion by the middle of February 1551:

ciplalints alleging the exwulsion of about 2,000 Arabs from
Torasli-controllad territzry to the Gaza strip, in
stlur- -conzrolisd t2rritory;

() to: . of the Azazie Bedouins ((i) Zgyptian complaints of 5 and
11 Septe 190 alieging tihs sxpulsion of scme sub-trives of the
Azazme wribe from Israeli-controlled territory into Zgyot; (i)
Igrzell comnlelnt alleging the exvulsion during Octoter end November 1950
of etcut 4,000 Bedcuins of the Azazme tribe from Fgyptian-controlled

territory ints lsrnal)
2. The first sfforts of the Chairmen of the Mixed Armistice Commission to assist
the Fartieg in reaching mutueliy acéeptable sclutiong of the above questions have
be2n descritsd in §/20k9; thosz efforts were continued wlthout success and, in
tie etsence of unenimity, the following decisicns wers taken on 30 Mey 1951 by a
pajerity vots of tke members of the Mixsd Armistice Commission (Egyptian

delegetion and Crairman in favour; Israell delegation against):

‘p. d°c‘des that *“osa vho in its epbinion deserve to return, be
triated es soon as possible, and restored in their rights and
ervieag, in eccordance with the regeiution of the Security Council
n a2t itz 524th meeting on 17 Novembsr 1950."
/(b) "The
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", . Mixed Armistice Coamissicn, recalling the resolution concerning
the falestine question teken at the 52ith meeting of the Security
Council on 17 November 1950;

"Hevirg digcussed and considered the two Egyptian complaints submitted
to the Mixed Armigtice Conmission on 5 and 11 September 1950, rslated
to the expulsion of some sub-tribes of the Azazme Bedouins by the
Israel muthoritiss across the international border to the Egyptian
territory, and

"Having considered the Israssl point of view,
"Decides:

"], That a number of Bedouins estimated at belween 6,000 to 7,000
appertaining to the following sub-tribes of the Azazme tribe have
been expelled from the eres under Israsl control and from the
Demilitarized Zone across the international border, into Egyptian
territory: (a) Subhseyeen, (b) Mohammadeen, (c) Isbaihat,

{(a) Sawaknéh, (e) Imrea'at, (f) El Assayat;

"2, That these Arabs be repatriated to the Israeli-controlled area;

"3, That this decision will receive immediate-effect in conformity
with the aforesaid resolution of the Security Council.”

3. The Egvptian-Tsraeli Mixed Armigtice Commigsion further rejected by the same
mg jority vote (Egyptian delegation and Chairman) the followiné regolution

proposed by the Israeli delegetion:’

"The Mixed Armistice Commission decides that during October and
November 1950, approximately 4,000 Bedouins of the Azazme tribe
(Subheyeen, Mohammadesn and Imrea'at) were expelled by the Egyptian
authorities inte Israsl and ghould now be returned to Egyptian-
controlled territory.”

On 4 June, Israel appealed againgt the above three decigions to the Special

General Armistice Agreement.

Committee provided for under article X, paragraph 4, of the Egyptian-Israeli

The appeals have been placed on the draft agenda of

the Special Ccmmittee. It has not been possible so far to arrange for a meeting
of the Special Committee on a date which would suit both Parties.

At its meeting of 30 May 1951, the Egyptlan-Israell Miwed Armistics,

Commigsion algso conslidered the question, raised by Egypt, of the interpretation of
erticle VII, paragraph 1, of the Egyptian-Israeli General Armistice Agreement.

The Egyptian Covernment has contended that "the parting of the area covered by the
Armigtice Agreement into two zones, the Western zone and the Eastern zone, does
not stand any more; that it appears clearly from article VII, puragraph 1, that
the main reasson of this separation was the non-conclusion, ét the time, of a

,General Armigtice Agreement between Israsl and Trangjordan end the uncertain

/eituation
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situatien which regulted; that the Armistice Agreement bstween Isrsmel end
Transjorézu having teen ccncluded since April 1949, the differentistion between
Pasisrn ard “estern front should have dlsappeared and 2ll the provisions of the
Igyptian-lsreel! Armistice Agreement of 24 February 1949 should heve recexv,d
at the time, their full application both and indistinctly in the Western and the
featern Tront;  and that o right intsrpretation of the text of erticle VTI
paregrepn 1, of the Igyctian-Israsli Armistice Agreement leads inevitably to such
a conclugicn thet canpnot guffer eny changes'by the insertion of & provigion in
the Trangjerdan-TIerasii Amistice Agresment which remains for Tgypt res inter
5. The hixed Aymistice Commiass'on, by a majority vote (Israeli delegetion and
gvotian intervretation of article VII, paragraph 1,

r
and held trat thers must cf necesaity bes a dividing line to delineats the
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pective armistice agreements.
. Ths F?vvuian delepation has sppealsd to the Special Committee against the
Mixed Araisiice Cormisgionts interps et&n*on of' article VIT, naragraph 1. The

apreal heg heen pleced on the drafi egenda of the Special'Committee.
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comi-laiats, of which 72 per cem® cam= fron the Iasraeli dalegation, have boeen

R Suring Merel and April 1951, the Tsrasli complaints generally concerned ihe
crozsing of the arsistics demercaticn line by Arebs from the Gaza strip, in ﬁhich
grest pusosrs of Palestine Arsbs havé taken refuge. TI% was alleged that Arab
srovps hed crozesd the iinc to cut and gteal wheat fromw Igraeli-controlled

Ths Zgyotians, or the other hand, complalned that the Israslis had

; Arabs and woundsd fivs. The United Naticns Cheirman eppealed to the
lggstion o Iintervene with the Israeli army uﬁborities with a view to

zhn opening of fire on Avzb civilians who crossei the armwstlca

lire. Es also rsqussted the Egyptian delegaticn. tc see thet such

reasings of zhe demarcation lins were stopped immediately. For a tims,

asures vere taken to prevent the crossing of the demsrcetion line,
"o oJniek vhe Hgyptien autheritles instituted reguler mounted police patrel.

- o . ng ube last four months, the eituation haé taken a more serious turn.

/There
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There hasg been an increzse in the numter cf cemplaints clleging armsd robbsry and
attecks on Israeli settlements and Israsli patrols by Arab bands from the Gaze

strip. There has alsc been vomplaints alleging the mining of roads in Torsell«
controlled territory. The Egyotiang, on the other haha, tavs cemplained o0
retaliatory raids by Isreells and of tocat and plane viclations of waters sng
territory under Egyptian control.

10. TIncidents ln the Geza strip area, in so far as they could not be dizposged of
by & sub-ccmmittese of the Mixed Armistice Commigsion, have besn considered by the
Mixed Armistice Ccumission itgelf. At a meeting held on 23 September 1951, I
examined an Fgyptian complaint alleging that on 1% Septsmber Israsiis had sheiled
the Beit Hanum aree in the Gaza strip and that they hed tlown up a number of houses,
¥illing and injuring scme Arabs. The Commission adopted the following rescolution
by unanimous vote: '

"The Mixed Armistics Commiggsion; having exsmined the Egyptian comnlaint
dated 19 September 19951 and the rsport of the investigation carrled out
ty the United Nations Cbgerver decides:

"Thet the action carrlied out by Israelis on 19 3eptember 1651 ig e
viplation of article IT, paragraph 2, cf the Zgyptian-Israell Armigvice
Agresment. ) )
"Ths Mixed Armistice Cormission calls upon the Israeli delegaticn to
raquest the Israsli suthorities vo take thée necessary steps to put an end
to these asggrssgive actions which do not help the maintensnce of peecs.”
11, At the same meeting, the Mixed Armistice Commisslon also considered an Tsraell
complaint. It adopted the following resclutlon by a majority vote {the Iarasil
delegation and the Chairman in favour; the Egyptian delegationﬁagainst):

"The Mixed Armigtice Commission decides thet dwrlng the night of 5-6
September 1951, Arabs frcm the Gaza gtrip crogged the demarcation line
and laid two mines insids Israsii territory with the regult that ons -
tractor and one army car were tlown up and one officer and two civilians
were wounded., .

“The Mixed Armigstice Commission condemns tkis act of violence, az a
violation by Egypt of article II, paragraph 2, of vhe Armigtice Agreement,

"The Mixed Armistice Commission callg upon the Egyptian delegation to eall .
upon the Egyptian authorities to put an end to such eggresgive actiong.”
12. The Egyptian dslegation has appealed to the Special Ccmmitiee agalnst thils
decigion. The appeal has been placed on the draft agenda of the Special
Commitise. '
13. At a meeting held on 2 October, the Mixed Armigtice Commiesion considered

further complaints concerning the crossing of- ths armigtice dewarcetlion line and

/other
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other actions in the Gaze strip arsa. With regerd to-an Ieraeli complaint
according to which five or six Arabg from the Geza gtrip had, during the night
of 7-2 March 1651, attacied three times ths guards of a road-building cémpany
nzar Megen settlement, the Commission took the following decigion by a majority
vote (the Zgyptian dalegation voting against):

"The Mixed Armistice Cormmigsion decldes that, if guch aggressive actsg
were carried out by Arebs from the QGaza gtrip during the night of

7-8 March, they constitute & violation of article II, paragraph 2, of
the General Armigtice Agresment. .

"The Mixsd Armistice Ccrmission calls upon the Egyptian delegation to
request the Egyptian autﬂorltles to take all posgsible steps to prevent
the occurrence of auch acts.

1k, A% the sams mesting of the Mixed Armigtice Commisgion, two other majority
votes were teken also condemning actions of Arabs from the Gaza strip, if such
actions had happened &g alleged ty the Israeli delegation (laying of a land mine
in Israeli-controlled territory in Jume; sxchengs of fire during which an Israeli
was wourded in July). In theege two cases, ag in the case referred.to in the
preceding paragraph, the Iaraell allegations had not bteen proven by investigationg
carried out by United Netions Obgervers. Weither had the allsgations been
digproved. '

15. The Egyptian delsgetion has appealed to the Special Committes against the
above three decisions. It has also aﬁpealed agalnst the following decision
taken by e majority vcte at the same meeting of the Mixed Armistice Commission:

"The Mixed Armistice Commission decides that on 26 April 1951 two
Egyptian fighting vehicles crogsed the demarcation line and advanced at
least six kilometres into the Israesli area and approached up to six
hundred metres frcm an Israeli gettlemsnt.

"The Mixed Armigtice Commission decides that this action carried out by
the Egyptians constitutes 2 flagrant violation of article I, paragraph 2,
and articie II, paragraph 2, of the Gensral Armistice Agreement.

"The Mixed Armistice Commission strengly condemns this violatlon of the
General Armistice Agreement and calls upon the Egyptian delegation to
ask the Egyptian suthorities to prevent any such violations in the
future."”

16. The Mixed Armistice Commission algo considered at its mseting of 3 October
an Egyptian complaint alleging that on 5 April five Isracsli soldiers had crossed
the armistice demarcation line in 2 ccmmand car and stolen a number of ghesp and
goats. The Mixed Armistice Commigsion decided by a mejority vote, the Egyptian
delegation voting sgainst, that such ection was not a violation of erticle II,

/paragraph 2,
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paragraph 2, of the General Armistice Agreement. The*Egyptian dslegation has
appealsd to the Special Committes againet this decision.

17. With regasrd to another Egyptian complaint alleging that on 28 June thrse
Iareell army vehicles had crossed the Egyptian international border and edvanced

to & point five kilometres west of the border, the Commission decided by a majority
vote, the Iarasli delegation voting against, that the Israeli action was a violation
of article I, paragraph 2, and article II, paragraph 2, of the General Armistice
Agreement. ? ] )

18. Complaints have been received by the Mixed Armistice Commission in

connection with the following incidents which occurred on 16 and 19 October
respectively: . ’ '

(a)*Puring the night of 16 October, the mining of an Isrsell road close to
the Gaza strip resulted in the destruction of an Israell army vehicle,
the deaths of an Israsli army offlcer and two civiliane, end the injury
of three other persons; .

(v) & retaliatory rald during the night of 19 October resulted in the
destruction of the Gaza ice factory, the death of one Arab boy and the
injury of eleven cother persons.

/II. HASHEMITE
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IT. HASHEMITE JORDAK KINGDOM-ISRAEL

MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION

1¢. The repori on opsraticns. of the Jordan-Israsl Mixed Armislice Ccmmission for
the period 17 Hovember 1350 te 17 Februery 1951 (8/2049, part II, paragraph 6)
referred to & serics of incidents aleng the armistice demarceaticn lines and to-the
menner in which they were resolved. During the period 17 Fetruary-31 Getober 15351,
there was comparative quiet on the demsrcation lines between Israel and the
Hashemite Jordan Kingdom, with the sxception of incidents in the vicinity of Idna
in the Hebrcn ares (sse paragraphs 21 and 23 below) and in the Triangle area in
Western J~rien.

20. The arrangemenﬁs mxde serly this year a2t the méeting ol the Deputy Chiefs of
Stefi ~F the two States, with a view to preventing further incidents, have to a
large extent besn implemented with satisfactory résults. Minor incidents have
bsen dsalt with o~ the spot withk thne minimum of’ ieiay. The task.of warking the
armistlce demarcation lines on the ground, which was suspended & year <go, has been
resuned and completed in the more critical arees. Thé crodsing of the demarcation
lines by civiliens has, however, continued. The Hashemité Jordan Kingdom R
autherities have made errengsments frr the trial, in their own courts, of their
citizens accused of infiltrating into Igrasli—contrdllédfterritory. They have
also, by the press and wireless,; warned their citizens: of the dangers of crossing
the demarcation lines. The United Nations Observers, for their part, have '
insisted that meny incidents could be prevented i the- Arebs living close tr the
demercation lines had a clear knowledge of the location of the .lines, which implied
that they should be marked clearly on the ground. )

21. The Hashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission met in eﬁergsncy‘ry,

gession on 8 and 15 March 1951, to consider Hashemite Jordan Kingdom complaints
regerding the shelling of the village of Idns in the Hebron ares on 7 March 1951.
The Commission adopted the f~llowing resnlution:

"1. The Hashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission considers
that the shelling of Idme village by Israsli forces constituted a technical
viclation ~f article III, paregrzphs 2 and 3, of the General Armistice
Agreement and condemns such viclation.

"D,  The Hashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed Armistice Commissirn considers
that the violation indiceted in psregreph 1 ahove wes the result of lesssr
contraventions of the Gereral Armistice Agreement by residents ~f the Heshemite
Jordan Kingdomn.

11y
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"3,  The Hashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixsd Armistice Commission therefore
regolves:

(a) that the demarcetion line in thig area be clearly merked cn the ground
from where the demarcation lins meete the Beit Jibrin road to rppesite
Beit Awwe village; '

(by that direct telephone communicetisns be set up between Beit Jibrin and
Tarqumia villages to facilitats guick contact in case of need between the
local commenders, thus enabling them to act promptly.”

22. At a meeting of the Heshemite Jorden Kingdom-Israel Mixed .Armistice Commission
on‘19 April 1951, delegates reviewed esxisting arrangements aimed at preventing
incidents along the armistice demarcation lines and decided on the following:

(a) Telephone communications to be established between Dhahiriye and
Beeraheba; Jenin and Afula;’ Ierasl and Jordan posts in the Tulkarm
srea; Iersel and Jordan posts in the Latrun area, and between Beit
Jibrin and Tarqumiya. These communicationa to be subject to a daily
check for cne howr in the morning and one hour in ‘the afternoon.

(b) Meetings to take place at specified pointe on the demarcation line
betwesn Israel and Jordan officers to seitls minor incidents summarily.

(¢) ILimison officers of one Party to inform their opposite numbsrs on
insddents within three hours of their nccurrence.

{d) The cost of damage caused by infiltrating flecks and the cost c¢f upkesp
' of flocks while in custody to Be paid by the owner of the flocks.
Livestock crossing the demercation line to be returnsd promptly, minus
two per cent of the flock.

(e) Shepherds and other civilians who crresed the'aemarbation line
" unintentionelly t~ be returned immediately.

Both delegationes undertook to fulfil these conditions until 30 June 1951, when a
further review would be made. It has been allsged by the Israeli authofities
that the other side did not show the necessary co-cperation, especially in the
Hebron area, However, the agresment is still partly observed and it is hoped
that it will shortly bs renewsd. . '

23. The Bashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission met on 26 April

1951 to considser & BHashemite Jordan Kingdem compleint alleging that on 11 April 1951

Israelis had again shelled the village of Idna with mortars. The United Nations
Chairmen summed up the evidencé presented in the follcwihg terms:

"(a) A routine Isresel border patrol along the dewarcation line had
inadveriently snteredi Hashemite Jorden Kingiom-controlled territory.

"{b) An armed conflict ensued between the Israel patrol and elements of the
Arat Legion, naticnal guards and civilians.

"(c) The Israsl patrol withdrew with a subsequent croseing of the demarcation o

line by the Jordan forces.
/() At the
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"(d) At ths time of the incident the demarcation line in the vicinity of
Idna was not marked; +this being & contriduting factor to the
incident."

After some discussion, the Mixsd Armistice Commission decided that:

(a) Both parties will take mors stringent measurss upainst thelr respective
netionels who 1llegally cross the demarcation line.

(b) Surpriss checks for demarcation line violaticns will be made by both
delegations on thelr respective sides of the demarcation line,
accompanisd when possible by 2 United Nations Observer.

2li.  The marking on the ground of the demarcation line has since been completed

in the Idne arsa snd incidenis have become very rare.

25. On 3 July 1951, the Hashemite Jordan Kinédom-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission f
decided that the tuildings occupled by either Iermelis or Arabs in the no-man's-land
erse sseparating the ﬁashemits Jordan Kingdom—cdhtrolled and Israel-controlled parts bt
of Jerusalem would continue to bte occupied withcut prejudice to a ruture éettlemsnt.;

It was Turther egreed that no more buildings would be occupled by citizens of either -

State. Complaints referring to i1llegel cccupation of buildings in no-man's-land
have frequently figured on the agenda of the Mixed Armistice Commission meetings.
It is expected that this esgrsement will result in a merked decrease of incldents

and complaints regarding the no-man's-lend ares,

26. During the period under review, the process of eliminating from the

Commission's agenda long-standing compleints, which with the passags of time had
lost their original purposs, was also continusd satisfactorily. '

27. Article VIII, peragreph 1, of the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel General
Armistice Agreemsnt established a Spscial Committee composed of two representatives

of eazh Party for the purpose of formulating agresd plans and arrengements designed

to enlurge the scope of this Agrsemsnt and to sffect improvements in its application:
Peragraph 2 of this article states:

"The Spseiel Committee shall be organized immsdiatsly following the coming ;
into effect of this Agrsemsnt and shall direct ite attention to the formulation:
o1 agreed plans and arrangements for such matters as sither Party may submit
to it, which, in any case, sh£ll include the following, on which agreement in.
principle already oxists: TIree movement of trarific on vital roads, including-
the Bethlehem and latrun-Jerusalem roads; resumption ol the normal

functioning oi the cultural and humenitarian institutions on Mount Scopus and
rree zccess thereto; iree access to the Holy Placea and cultursl institutions
and use of the cemetery on the Mount ¢l Qlives; resumption of operation of
the latran pumping station; provision of slectricity for the 0ldé City; and
resumption of operation of the railroad to Jerusalem."

/28. The Perties
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28. The Parties to ths General Armisﬁice hgreement enviseged. direct necgotiations
by political representatives appointed as membere of -this ccmmittee withcut the
presence of a United Nations representative. This committee to date has not '
reached agreement on items thet might be dilscussed dbofore this body.

29. As & result, the Chief of Stafr, on behalf of the United Netions, continues
to administer the Agrsement of 7 July 1948 entercd into by the militery commanders
of both Partles, regarding the preservetion of buildings and cquipment of
Hadassah Hospitel and Hebrew University and the Augusta Victoria Hospital until
the parties to the agrscment take action in the Specisl Committes. Under the
toerms of the 7 July 1948 Agrsemsht, tﬁe United Netions continues to arrange for
supplies of food and water for the Isracl police detachment and & limited number
of ertisans who arc rctained as guaerds and maintcnance crew in and about the
hospital and university buildings. ) ‘

30. The United Nations Relief and Worke Agency continues ic opsrate the Augusta
Victorle Hospital for the cere of asbout 400 Arab refugscs,  Although the Israel
representatives have in the pust twe years entered complaints against this
activity as a vioclation of tﬁg 7 July 1948 Agreement, they have not pressed the
complaint due in part to the Chief of Staff's request not to force its closing.

ITI. LEBANESE-ISRAELI MIZED ARMISTICE COMMISSION

31. As stated in my previous rcport (S/2049, Pert III, paragreph 1){ the marking

on the ground of the armistice demarcation line was completed on 27 Jﬁnu&ry 1051, y
The final report o: the Lebanese-Israeli Mixed Armistice Commission on the staking

of the demarcation line is nearing complstlon. The lins is now marked on the
ground by piles of whiteswashed stone, with iron posts and notice boafﬁs at
intervals, Incidents arising out of uncertainty as to the exact location of the
line have shown & marked decreasc.

32. Before the harvest a sub-committce of the Lebancse-Israsli Mixed Armistice

Commission toured the border arces warning inhabitaunts on both sides against the
use of firearms during hervest time. No case of indiscriminate shooting ooccurred.
33. During the perlod under reviecw thc Isrseii auwthorities returned to Lebanon,
through the Mixed Armistice Commission, & number of Lebanesc fishermen who had
entered Israel waters, The Isracl authorities also allowed some Palestine

families (most of them Armenian) which were in Lebenon to enter Israsl. A

[number of
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number of persons whe had crossed the demercation lins wire returncd to their
respsctlive countries.

34, Cascs of theft =nd smuggling across the demsrestion lins have besn on ths
deerease a3 a result of mixed investigation by the pelive ¢f toth Iartics in the
bordsy arecas,

35. Ths Iebanese delegation hes meds o nuxber ov complaints awinsty Isrecl

alrcraft crossing inte Lavencse tervitory. The sonior Iarac
+

explained at meetings of the Mixed Avmisticc Cemmissicn
flying over Lebanese'tsrritcry hed been reissued to the Isrecl iy Zoreoc. ds
stressed that thess instances of over-Ilying the bhorder werc purcly s:cldental
and should in no way be construed us bsing deliberate unirierdly wcis agsinst
Levanon.

Licut. Gsneral, USMC (Retd.)
f of 1|

3 November 1¥351




