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REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE OFERATIONS OF THE MIXED
ARECETE COMMISSIONS, DURING THE PERIOD
17 NOVEMBER 1950 TO 17 FEBRUARY 1551
I have the honour, in pursuange of the Security Cowncil resolution of
17 Novewier 1950 (document S/1907), to submit the following report on the status
of the operations of the Mixed Avmietice Commissions during the period
17 November 1950 to 17 February 1951.

I. yptian-Terael Mixed Armisti tormission

1, On 12 December 1950, the Egyptian delegation to the Egyptian-Fsracl Mixod
Armmistice Commiesion requested that an investigation be made by & United Naticns
cbserver to confirm that all Israel exmed forees had been withirewn from Bir Qatter
neax the Gulf of Alaba. The Secwrity Cownoil, in its resolution of 17 November
1950, took note of the statement of the Goverrment of Israel that "Isreel axmed
forcea will evacuate Bir Qattar pwrsuant to the 20 March 1950 decleion of the
Speciel Comnmittee, provided for in article X, paragraph B, of the Egyptian-Israel
General Armistice Agreement, and that Israsl armed forees will withdraw to
Positions authorized by the Armistics Agepadsnt”, A United Nationme observer
visited Bir Qattar on 3 January 1551 and found no swvidence of military positions
there, and former defence works had been £11%ed in,

2, An Isreel training aireraft on 19 Deoember 1950, while on routine training
flight, euprosodly lost its way and erashed off the mnorthern edge of tho
Egyptian-controlled Gaza~Rafah strip. The Egyptian.authorities recovered six
bodies fram the wroecknge and retwrned them to the Israsel authorities with full
nilitery honours,

3. 0On 23 December 1950, the Egyptian delegation gubmitted & complmint alleging
that Isreel was concentrating axmed forces im the Beersheba srea in excess of the
nugber allowed by the General Armistice Agresmont. A United Nations observer
investigated this camplaint immediately and found no evidence of any increase in
the garrison in excess of thet authorized by the General Armistice Agroement,

k. On 30 Jenvary 1951, at the reguest of the Egyptian delegation, & United
Ratlons observer investigated en alleged incursion of Ierael soldiers acrose the
demarsation line into Egyptian-aontrolled territory south of Gaza, The Egyptian
delegationts complaint alleged that during tke night of 29-30 January 1951, an

/Isveel armed.




s5/20h9
Page 3

Israel avmed fores had penetrated ane mile inside the Egyptian-controlled erea,
wmder covering rifle ‘and machine ;g\m\ﬂro ;and had ‘blown up & house; At the
mesting of the Mixed Amistice Commission on b February 195%, the Tareel ..’
delegation stated that no. Isre;el army persqunel were involved and added that
furthor investigation :of the incident was being conyinued, L ST
5. On ik Febwuary 1951, at the meeting.of the Mixed Armdistice Comiaaion, tha
Chatrmen. romindsd both delegatiche of thg&ae parts of the, Security Gownegil
resciution of i Novembex: L%O,v_wh:lohlmquesfod-,thei Egyptian-Tdvask Miked ¢ .
Arvistics Commisston to "give urgent attention to the Egyptian complsint of
expu:sion of thousands of Palestine Areba",.and ¢alled wpdh, botlf Partles;"to give
effagt to,any findings of -the Egyptish-Israsl Mixed Armieties Coimission’ yegarding
the repatriation of any such Arebs who, in the Commission's opinich, ave " -
entitled to return", The Chalrphr-imds*the following propoeals for the mutual.
agreemont of both Partiles: . - sLe T e - g
. {8} The eight complaints- au.n.-mg withithe. oxpua.eion of Ambe from Caw o
. .Majdal to {he Gaza 'stiip bs. withdrewn: T e
(b) Both Parties agree to repatriate; ‘at:the. eurlieet praetioable
-+ vdete, individwals . whoj; in the o:ginion of the Mixed Amistioe cemissien,
are ontitled to repatriation, : A S .
(c) The Mixed Armistice Commisgicn notes-the. statement of the. Ierael
military: cormander of the area that no. future trensfers will be pade- anc\
-~ that this asEUrance be- reaffirmed by the Israel.delegation, . ‘
(8) The question of rewniting separated families, end the tramnsfexr.-of. -
: Arabs now }iving in the Gaza strip) vho desire to join the heads of
~ thelx famflies. in: territeory wndor the control -of: the - mshemite Jordan( .
Kingdom, be given immediste condideretion, - . . .
6. - Both delegations agreed to study the Chairman!s propasals and. to glve their
replies at the. earllest possibvle time,. : - S :
Te Alsb at . the mesting of:1h Februvary 1951, -the Mixed Amistica CGmmieeien
considewed the Egyptian delegation's complaints of 2 cnd 1i Septomber 1950,
alloging expulsion of membexs of the Azazme bedouin tribe from Israel-controlled
-Herritory. 1nto. Egypt and the Israel delegation's complaint that members of the
Azezme tribe bhad bpen foroed ‘acYyoss the «Egyptian-‘.tarael demarcutian nne into..
Israel-cmtronad territ'»ory : )

8. o©n ths
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.8; On the guestion of membere of the Azatma bedouin tride, the Isréel

delegation stated that 468 position remainsd unchénged, The Azazme bedouins, the
Israel dolegation mainteinsd; bhd fled into the Sifsi during militery operations
and wsre not in Israel territory at ths timé' of the elgning of the Geneval
Armistice Agreement, Pollowing tho sigring of the Agreoment, Israsl Had

. Yoglstered 611 bedouins  wadér Téreel cortrol, The mefibers of the Azarme tribe

were not ameng those bedouirs registored at ths time; they had returned to
Israel~controlled territory at a ]a.tor date, Therefore, they were infil tnto“e
and would bé-treated as stich, - -

9. The Egyptin dslegation Buggésted that & ¢ommittoo of United Nations
obaervors bo appointed to prepare for the Mixed Axmistice Commissich & list of
Arabs efpelledi the Commission could then take the necesstry action for their
Yepatriation, The Tsrasl delegation oppossd thie suggestion an the ground thas
tho name of the tribe was kmown to the Mixed Armistice Commission and, in the'
Israel delogaticki's opiriion, previous investigations by United Nations observers
bad establtshed the fact that these Beoulns had infiltrated into Israél-controlled
torritory, 'Ths Tsrael delégation added thét, at & Drevious meeting of the Mixed
Anuistide Comm’seion, the Chelvmen at the time had stated that these Bedouins
wero, in fact, infiltcators. o '

10, The Chaivman proposed that bbth delsgations explore informally the
possibility. of arriving at & rutually accepteble molution of the Azazme tribe
problem, The Iséasl dslsgatich rejected this buggestion, steting that & .
compromide sblution to this problem would be & danigsrous precedent for Terael,
Should & romipromiss be found on this nntter, all other ques'bicme would similarly
Te resolved by c,omprbmise. *The Egyptian delegatioh however, agreed o an
informal diseuvasion, ’

11. The (halrwon pbtited out that historically the Azazme tribe's home grownds,
wells, and water points were sncompasgsed in a.’vid.e ohlong aven runnmg freuh
Boorsheba to Ei fnja. ‘The oitieial map used by tha Miﬂ:ed Avmistice Commd! esion
indicates the ez AtirtWubed to the Azaime aub-tribes. Authorities on the:
subjJect of Bodouins, lihg before “the’ ‘present problem rad arieen, had ascribad this
aven to 'the Azeztie tribe, The Chairiian added that the tribe wae semi noma.dic and
in the past was acoustaméd ‘to roam westward into the Sinail and eastwerd into
Trensjordan in esarch of water and pasture, Today, the majority of the tribe were

/in the Sinal,




s/z20h9
Page 5

el e o -

in tke Sina.i but they vers m urgent noed. of 8 11ving spaqe of jtheir own, In the
est, tha Bedouins were mgimented by the gevormenta of the comtries through
vhich they moved, a.nd were not citizens" or aubJocts 1!1 the sense of being
members of"a modern State. For axn.mple s _1n the pust ’ohey were not sub,ject to
Palzstine lnw bm:, inscead, ao:ni. A’ .emﬂ their own Justice by means of tribal
cotrts, In’ the onurxion of the Cha eran, one 1mpor+m.u point hed not been clearly
aeta‘blished. nemoly, the 1ocetion of the A azme triba a.t the time oi‘ the aigning
of the Genoral Armisties Agreement be‘bwaen Eg,vg* md _[sra.el
12. In eumming wp his stat.emant the (,hn.,umaﬂ na.id'* o
(2) It 'would be difficult to find a eolvc.ion to ‘the problem conceming o

" the Azazme badouins whiﬂh would be complatuly satismctory to Israel o
Egypt &nd the Azezms tribe.’ FF _

(v) Any a.'btempted solution vhieh trea.ts the Azazme a.s ci'éi%éﬁs"' in the_“b'

" “vsval sense would be unroalistio. ' s .
(c) ‘The solution of the prob‘em must ocm fram the Joint efforts of a.n
concemed, ‘that 1is, tho sificere Join'& efforts of Isra.el and Egypt a.nd the "
enilisted comoperation of the shelklis of the Azasme tribe end sub-tribes,
(&) Both delegationa, in their disouas'lon of tha pro‘blem, had taken o
what appeered to be irrecohcilable positicns with respect to the )
disposition of the Azemme tribe, Therefore, there vas & great nooesaity o
for the reoonsideration, by both vartiss, of 'their positions in the hope '
that in tha noa.t' future, conatructive proposals for 8 Joint aolut.ion may
be forthaoming '

1'3>.‘ The Israsl dalegation agreed with the chairman's oantenti(m that historically
the members of the Azazmo tribe vere comected with tha Beerahe‘ba. area., but that
the map ahawed other namea of bedouin trihes vhich no 1onger 11vad in the aroa and
veYe rafugaes elsewhere. ‘e Israel delegation reiterated that none of tho
Azazme tribe except two small aub-tri‘bes whase members were acoepted as Ismal
cltizens, vere living in Iarael territory at the time Bedouina were regiatered in
1948, ‘The Isml delegation a-greed that tha Azazme tribe, needed. an area of their
owvn, bub aa.aad that it was not. auttiorized to Propose eny-Israsl terkitory as a
reserve ma., nor did the- deiuagatim believa tlmt tha Isrnel Govemmont would
8sgree to suoh a propoeal - N .

1k, The chniman again eallad. v;pon both Parties to give ‘serione reconeideraticn
to.their positions in order that' erother maeting might be held m the near future
with a view towerd finding a mutually eocceptedble. solution,

M
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1, ,0n 11 Septembdr 1950, the méhemte Jordan K:!.ngdcm Govesnmént cbmpmmd in

a telagmm to tlp Socurity council that Israel ‘armed ' foreces had violated the
northem frontiera of the Bhahemite Jordan Kingdam by ocoupying & plece of 1a.nd
abutting. on the hydrp-electric vorks nsar Nuharayim. )

_2,,. On T Ooto’oer 1950, the Terasl delegation to the Hash»mite Jordsn

Kingdom-Israal Mixed Armistice Ccmlission addreased. a 1etter to the United Nations
Chisf of Staff of the Truce Superviaion Organ:lzation an tho guestion of the
dispute over the Naharayim area, 'I'he Ismel dolegatim requestad that an
emergenoy meeting, be convened to dieeuss and vote on the question whether the
dieputea area lias east or vest of the demoa.tion 1ine ‘or, in other Vorda aid
Israel viclate the Armistice Agreement by ploughing this area",
3. The Security Council d:lscuased thie complaint in October and the early part
of November 1950, In 1te reaolution of hivg November 1950 the Security Cowuncil,
"taking into consideration the views expresaed ‘and the date g:lven by the
mpresentativea of Egypt Israel and the Ehshemite Jordan Kingdem, and the Unit.ed
Naticns Chief of Sta.ff of‘ the 'l‘ruce Superviaion Organization called upon the
Partiea to ’che complainte before the Security Cmmcil to consant to t.heir boing
handled acoording to the prooedwes eetablishad in the Genera.l Armistice
Agreements. .
L 'I‘he Israel delegation'a request of 7 octobor 1950 was, connnunioated to the
Hashemite Jordan Kingdom delegation aml mforml talka are in progress. .
5, & maor problem settled ‘oy the Eashemite Jordan Kingdcnn-lsmel Mixed
Amistice Commission cencomod the 1ooa.tion of & diveraion of the’ Beereheba—Elath
road in the Wadi Amba. “on 22 Novembar 1950 the mehamite Joz-dan Kingdom
del, %ation omnglamed that a divarsion of the Beersheba-Elath road had been
conetructed. by Israel during 1950 on Hashemite Jordan Kingdom territory.
Follmring a series of meetings ’ ‘the Ha.ehomi’ce Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed

Armistice Cmmiasion, on 1l+ Febrnary 1951, decided tha.t- "

"a., The stretch of the road in the Wadl Arabn between MR. 165 292 -
' 454 ;700" arid TRY reforehce 165,562 = §53:250 i -tobe . congidored
as being . in.Jordan-gontrolled. texrritory. . . .

.. "5, The romainder of the road, ‘betweon Kilomotre Th and Kiloxnetm ’{8
18 t0 be considerad as bemg in Israsl-controlled ten-itory, it
being recognized that these two docislons shall 'not in‘any way
v ‘prejuddce the: rights, claims, end positions of either Party in
. an ultmate peaoe sattlamant bet.ween them. . .
T ‘ T uow iiiffe,  Tetmel
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"c. Israe) trdffic shall cease to use that portion of the Wadl Arnha

road declared to be in Jordanecontrollel territory, from 1200
hours cn 25 February 1951."

On 25 February 1951, the portion of the rosd 4declarei to be in Hashemite Jordamn
Kingdom=controlled territory wves dblocked end Israel traffic ceased to use it,

(The Waii Araba dispute s discussed fully in a separate report to the Seourity
Council dated 12 March 1951.)

6. During the period 15 December 1950 to 15 Fo'bruamr 1951, a series of incilcnty
along the demarcation lines between the Heshemite Jordan Kingilom and Israel led tu
sixteen requesnts for emergency meetings of the Hashemlte Jordan KingiomeIarael
Mixed Armistice Commiseion. At its meeting on 1k February 1951, the Hachemite
Jordan Kingdom-Isrsel Armistice Commission adopted a resolution unanimously,
condemning the wanton killingd anl murders and drew attention to the imperative
need for preventing the recurrente of such acta, It was further resolved that,
since high~ranking Hashemite Jordan Kingiom and Israel military officers were to
meet shortly to discuss the prevention of future incidents, the sixtcen complaints
woull bde considered as having been acted upon by the Hashcmite Jordam Kinglome
Isreel Mixed Armistice Coumiseion. At subsequent sub-committee meetings, a total
of 116 complaints were stricken from the agenda of the Hashemite Jordem Kingiome
Isracl Mixed Armistice Commiusion. (This subject is discussed fully in a separate
report to the Security Cowncil dated 12 March 1951.)

7. At the Mixed Amiistice Commission meeting on 1% February 1951, it vas also
deciiedl unanimously that in the future the Chairman would have the sole right to
determine which complainte called for emergency meetings. In the event the
Chairman lecidel that a complaint was of an emergency nature, a meeting of the
Hashemite Jordan Kingdom¢Israel Mixeid Armmistice Commission would be celled within
tventy-four hours,

III. Lebenese-'.[srael Mixed Armistice Commission
3

1. The tqsk of marking on the grnum the demarcation lines betweon Isreel ani
the ILebanon wag completed om 27 January 1951. The purpcse of this project,

uniertaken by a special sub-committee set up by the Lobanese-Israel Mixel Armistice
Comnission on 16 November 1949, was to roiuce incidents arising out of uncortsinty
a8 to the ex;act locetion of the demarcation line. In general, the work of this
sub-committee progressed smoothly. For example, in a number of cases special
measures were taxen with respect to fields lying estrile the demarcation lines, it
being understool that euch meaaures woull not affect final decisions to be

[incorporated
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mcorpomted in e.n eventual peace treaty, However, with respect to a small
portion of tha demarcatiun lines, the. Isrvael and Lebanase delegations were weble
t0 come to an agraemant és a result of differing interpretations of the text of
the Anglo-French Agreement of 1923, The sub-comittee is now engaged in preparing
the final draft of 1ts report and is éxpected to meet in March 1951, for & f‘nal
study of the d.raft repbrt bafore its submiseion,
2. OnZ23 November 1950, the ILebenese-Isysel Mixed Armistice Commission
copaidered a complaint evbmitted by the: Lebanese delegation, which e.lleged that ,
Israel military sireraft had flown across the demarcation lines. The Tsreel
delegation repiied thet amnex I (Definition of Defemeive Forees) of the Lebanese-
Israsl General Armistiae Agreement did not prohibit military aircraft from using
the alr spece ebove the defensive zone, .The Ipbenese dalagatio-a reJec‘bed this
interpretation and requested the Lebanese-Isreel Mixed Ammistice Ccmnission to take
a decision on the matter. Ths Chairman suggested, and both Parties Bgreed that
the Israel position should be studied further before thy quostion was voted upon,
At & subseéuent meeting; both delegetions agreed that the deputy ehiefs of Staff
of the Isreel and I.el.aa.nese armyd foress, who nad signed the General Armistice
Agreement, should meet in order to resolve the question, In the meentime, the
Israsl delegation agreed to prohibit military aircraft from entoring the eir space
above the defenéive zone, To date, the proposed meeting of the deputy Chiefs of
staff has not teken plege., .-
3. TIn addition, the Lebanese-‘.[arael Mixed Amietice commiaaion dealt with the
following matters: .

(a) The return of persons from Israel and the I.ebanon who bad made

mauthorized crossings of the demercetion lines and vore apbrekended,

In this respect, following an agreement regohed in the Lebanese-Israel

Mixed Armiestice Commissicn, several ixmd«reds of Palestine Arab refugees

who bad infiltrated into Tarsel from the Lebancn, vere retuwitod to'the

Lebanon through the Isbanese-Terael Mixed Armistice complssian,

(b) The return of herds of Yivestock and individusl domestic enimals °

vhich had wandered acrose the dema.roation lines and were seized..

(¢) The return of f1shing boats from ond State which had entered the

vaters of the other angd were ssized,

(4) The disposition of oaaes of emuggli.ng and theft aldng the -

demarcation lines, :

[(e) The
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(e) The sonstderetion of the repatriation to Tereel. of Avab Tefugees
vho had fled to. the lebancn .during the hostilities,
) x;v. Syrian~ 1xad. mies;p_n_ '

b ) 'I'ha ‘main ocneem of the. Syrian-xsrael Mixed Am:lstice comniseion Las been the
adminietration -of demilitaiized zohes and the problems arising therefrcm, The
Israel proaect for atraightening end deapening tke bed of. the Jordsa River at the
southern end of Iake Hula has lsd to pompla:.nte to the Syrian-Ierael Mixed
Armistiocs: "omn:lssion by the Syrian del.egation. The aim of tiis project is to
lower tha wter level of lake Eulp. and to d.r; the marshes north thereto, The
Syrian delegetlon has conteonded that the ue.rrying out of this project would remove
a patural military cbstacle, in contravention of. m:lole IT, paregraph 1 of the
Syrian-Terael Genaral Armietice’ Agroement,: which states:

"The principla that no military or politioe&. advantage should be gained
wder the truce ordered by the Seourity council 1s recognized.

The Syrian delegation further held that the work mndertaken by the Israel

authoritiea prevented many Arab residants of tha demilitarited zone from resuming
normal- elvilien 1ife. . : -
2. Imder the terms of erticle V of t’ha Syr:lan-xaml Genbml Armistlce Agreement
the Syrian delegatim e req,uired to addz'ees 1ta comple.int conceming the
demiliterdzed zone to the United M.t.ions chaimn, and likewiae the United Nations
chaiman can decide whethar the work being cerried out by the Israsl authorities
in the dsnilitarized zone eould be permitted wider the terma of the General
Armistioce Agreement, The Syrien complaint vas. made to the Syrlan-~Isracl Mixed
-Armistice Comnission on 1N February 1951, The I’s'ra.e;lide‘leqa"him,_' however, raised
no objection to the complaint being considered by ths Com. -sicn, Instead, at
the forkmal meeting of the Syrian-Terasl Mixed Armistice Ccmm;ssion on 21 February
1951, both delegations agreed mutually to eeek the op:lnion of the United Naticns
Chief of Staff on the question e to whether or not the work undertaken by the
Isreol authorities constituted a sontrévention of artiele IT (military edvantage)
of the General Armistice Agreement, .
3. At the mesting of the Syrien-Israel Mired Armistice Commission an T March
1951, the United Nations Chief of Staff submitted a niemorandum to the Chaiman of
the Syriam-l‘sml Mixed Amietioe Conmission which we.a circu]sted to the
delegaticns, In au‘nmitting the memorandxm, the. Umted Natiane Chief of Staff took
o - powe et s . e’ - finto consideration
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into ccneideration the fact that the Israel delegation had raised no o‘o.jection to
the Syrian complaint being discuseed in the Syrian-Israel Mixed Armistice -

Commission,
"A.

This memorandmn read as follcms-

In accordance with tlie desires of both dalega.tions of the Syrian-Isres’
Mixed Armistice Cammission as expressed &t the. 58th meeting held on
21 February 1951, the views of the Chlef of Steff are trensmitted with

ﬂa‘

z

“yvespeet to the Iske Hula Concossion proaeet now ‘being undertaken,

Militdry Adventege

- It can be argued that .in the draining of Lake Eula max'she eny

militery adyvantege which will accruo to ane Party shall ‘be equa] 1y
enjoyed by the other Party. It should be pointed .out that. the ..
tefrrein along the demarecation line, and east of the, intemational
border between syria and Palestine in the vicinity of the Hula
@arshes is in itself & matwral ‘cbstacle to the movemesnt of military
foreges. These topographioal features and extremely high ground
present a dominating militery terrain feature from which the Syrians
can control the ‘ground which is now marsh land; The argument of
Syria that in drawing up the Armistice Agreement a demilitarized zonc
was created where np naturel obstacles existed, is not valld,
Article V, parasgreph 3, states in part: '

*The Armistice Demércation Line shall follow & line midway
between the existing truce lines, es certified by the United
Nations Truce Supsrvision Organization for the Israel and
Syrian forces. Where the existing truce lines run Blong'tha
international boundary betwéen Syria and Palestine, the

. Amistice Demarcation Line shall follow the boundery line.’

Article v, paregraph 5 (a) states in part:

YWhere the Armistice Demarcetion Line does nét correspond to
the international boundary between Syrie and Palestine, the -
area between the Armistice Demsrcation Line snd the boundary,
pending final territoriel settlement between the Parties,
shall be established dg & Demilitarized Zome.' - :

From these articles, it is conclusive that a demiliterized zone was
oreated where the. truce lines did not gorrespond to the
‘international border between Syria end Falestine, and not'in

.

" locations where mo natural obstacles prevented.the movement of
- armgd forees. -

It, is concluded that- o

;. in draining Lake Hula, the Israslis will not
-enjoy any military advanteges not equally -applicable
to the Syrians;

--.31. . the demilitarized zome vas gg§ created where

'.‘ﬂb'.

netural obstacles to the’ movement of armed forces
weYe non-existent, . ;

civilian Works -

- In draining the Huls. marahea s the. Ieraelia are perform*ng worke_

of & civilian nature for the purpose of reclaiming land for

' cultivation, This work affects land in the territevy under

/Israel control



“d-.

s/2049
Page 11

' Israel control; 'Ir‘hera'fore, Syrta em:ot o any growds
offer an ohaeqtion to this type of Wwork, eny more than
‘eould Israsl DYt dgaimt ‘projécte of & sifilar
rature being performed by 'Syris in territory under ita
cantrol, ‘Tt migh be further Pointed’ out that the
dreining of thess marshos Wwill be equally advantageous

- to Syria from a ea;;m point of view, In ctmpleting

this project, Ieresl vill have rmtr*bubed to the
melaria comrol of the ereh.

gonstruc'tim of @

The oobgtruction of & ‘dam st the south end of lake Hula
to lessen the flow into the Jordan River has resulted
in'a plight rise in the level of the lake with some -

- flooding of Arab lzndg in the vicmifzy of Bin Timna,

While this flooding approximates that which would ooguy
during a normal reiny season, nevertheless this water
w11l not receds in dus course, This flooding, therefore,
is an obstaclé in the wetwrn to norwal civilien life of
the iphabitarte of the demiliterized zone, This 1s &
violation of az“t:lcle v, paregreph 2, of the Armistice
Agroemsnt. .

Work Within the Dem;litamzed Zone
At the present time, Iszaelis are performing work

_within the central sector of the demilitarized zone |

preperatory to streilghtening and deepening the Joz_'dan

- Rlver. A road hag been cut through Ardb lands, against

the will of land owners, The Israelis contend that’
they are exercising rights under & concesgion originally
grented by the Imperial Ottomén Government in 191k and

- transferred to the Palestine Iend Develomment {ompany .

Limited in 193k, Whereas & Mendate Government Ordinance
in 1938 gave undieturbed righte 4o the conceseionairss
in the arees known es the 'Unreserved Concegsion Areal,
it does not follow that these rights grented under the
Mandﬂ.te Govermnent which no longer eﬁtie'bs, ctill hold
good,

The demilit&rized zone created by the Armietice
Agreement was defined with & view toward separating
the ermed forces of both Parties while providing for
the gradusl restoration of nNormal eivilian life in the
ares of the demilitarized zono. The Cheirman of the

- Mi¥ed Armistice Commissioh-was charged with the

responsibility of enmsuring that the provisions of the
Armigtice Agreement with reepect to the demilitarized

‘zone were implemented, It follows that neither Party

to the Armistice Agreement. therefore enjoys. rights of
sovereignty within the demiliterized zome, Any lavse,

- regulations or ordinénces.if force prior to the

Armigtice Agreement which affected any sreas included

[in the



8/20k9
Page 12

in the demilitarized zone are null and vold. Therefore,
the concessionaiies do not enjoy the right to expropriate
lands or buildings, to oooupy lands temporarily or to
foree the owhers- of }ands to accept compensation, There
is no law of expropriaticn within the demilitarized zome,
Any occupancy of lands either temporary or pexmanent,
without the full oonsent of the lend owners is a hindrance
to the restoration ¢f normal civilian life in the
demilitarized zone, end & violation of article V,
paragraph 2, of the Avmistice Agreement.

"B, Until such time es & mutual agresment is reached between the
Governments of Syria and Israel, with respect to the work now belng
conducted in the demilitarized zone in conmegiien wita the drainage
of the Lake Hu'a marshes, the Palestine Iand Devel.pment Congsny or
any successors are, in the opinion of the Chlef of Staff, not
Justified in conbinuing sush work,

%C. In the opinicn of the Chief of Staff, the Palestins Iand Development
Company Limited should be imetructed forthwith to cease &1l operations
within the demiliterized zone, untll such time es & nutual agreement
is arrangsd throwgh the Chalrman between Syria end Israsl for continuing
this project.

(Sgd,) W.E. Blley,
MaJjor General, USIVC

Note: The United Nations Chief of Staff now believes that his memorandun
should have stated that eny laws, regulations or ordinsnces In foree prior
to the Armistice Agreemsnt which affected e.ny areas included in the .
demilitarized zone, "are held in mboyance", instead of "are null and yoid".

L, At the meeting of 7 March 1951, the Israel delegation contended that the
Syrien-Tareel Mixed Armigtlec Comnission hdd invited the United Nations Chief of
Staff to express e&n opinion whether the work being done by Israel vas a
contravention of article II of the General Armistice Agreement or not, It was not
in order for him to go outside the scope of the request as he had done in his
memorandum, The Isrsel delegation charged the United Natioms Chief of Staff with
apsuming prerogatives in the demilitarized zones which were not given to him uwnder
the Gensral Armlstice Agreement, The Israel delegetion maintained thet Isresl was
determined to uphold her sovereignty in the demilitarized zone except insofar as
it was limited by the terms of the Ceneral Armistice Agreement.
5., The Syrilan delegation stressed that it would have been improper for the
United Nations Chief of Staff to express an opinion on one aspect of the problem
only. He was within his rights to advise the Syrian~Isresel Mixed Armistice
Commission on ell aapects of the problem. The Syrien delegation celled on the
Commission to vote on the Syrien delegation's complaint. However, it was mutually
’ Jegreed to
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agreed to postpdns the vote for twenty-four hours to permit the Ibrael delegation
to study further the :». .~v.:dum from thé United Nations Chief of Staff and the
position taken by the £,rian delegation,

6. Three hours before the time set for the meeting on 8 March 1951, the Chairmon
of the Syrisn-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission received the fol lowing measere
from the Israel deputy Chief of Staff:

"I am instructed by my Govermment to inform you that, having heard the

report of yesterday's meeting of the Syrian-Israsl Mixed Armistice Commission,
i1t considers that the questions reised and the memorendum pubnitted by
General Riley calls for careful consideration, I have, therefore,

ingtructed our delegation not to attend tonight!s meeting of the Syrian-
Terael Mixed Armistice Cormission, which will have to be postponed.”

The message added the Israel delegation would infoym the Chairmen of the date on
which it could take part in a meeting of the Syrian-Israel Mixed Armistice
Conmission,

7. This meesege was communicated to the Sy‘rian delegation which replied on the
game day as follows: " '

"a. Since the meeting of the Syrian~Israsl Mixed Armistice Commission
get for 8 March 1951 was mutuslly agreed upon, the postponement
requested by the Israel delegation constitutes a very dangerous
precedent, Thie action gives the importent problem under discussion
a sense of gravity which might impede the smooth working of the
Syrian-Israsl Mixed Armistice Commission in the future.

"b., The Syrian delegetion protests against the delay caused by the
Israel delegatich in the Syrian-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission
taking & decision on the question of Iaks Hula, The Syrian
dslegation requests the intervention of the United Natlons Chief of
Staff, Truece Supervision Organization, in order that the Israel work
now in progress in the demiliterized zone be stopped immediately."”

8. On 10 March 1951, the Chairman of the Syrian-Israsl Mixed Armistice Commission
requested the Ierael delegation to enswre thet instructions are issued in order
that Israel works on Areb-owned lande in the demilitarized zone be stopped wntil
action has been taken by the Syrian-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission, To date,
the Israel authorities have ignorad the request of the Chairman to cease work on
this project within the demilitarized zone, ‘

9, Paragraphs 1 to 8 refer to matters which ococurred after the ninety-day veriod
from 17 November to 17 February. Thess details are included In this report in

view of the importence attached to the Lake Hula problem by the Israel and Syrian

delegations,

V. E, Riley,
. MaJor General, U.S. Marine Corps,
P R United Nations Chief of Staff of the
Jemtam,lamen‘lgsla&w—mmra Truce Supervision Organization,

.




