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OPCW

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Director-General

The Hague, 3 July 2020
L/ODG/223647/20

. I
Qof \(\ct-mla‘\s \ . |

Excellency,

I refer to the work of the Investigation and Identification Team (IIT), established pursuant to
paragraph 10 of the Decision adopted by the Conference of the States Parties to the Chemical
Weapons Convention on 27 June 2018 (C-SS-4/DEC.3).

Following the issuance of its First Report (S/1867/2020 dated 8 April), the IIT is proceeding
with its investigations and, as mandated by the above mentioned decision, has reached out to
States Parties in order to gather information and conduct investigations and analysis on those
incidents under its scope.

As was the case through my letter to you dated 19 December 2019, I am attaching to this letter
a Note seeking the cooperation of the Syrian Arab Republic on these activities as mandated by
paragraph 7 of Article VII of the Chemical Weapons Convention.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

&-:—c& --] }‘(—Si "e_)‘r)\/
g

" Fern ias
H. E. Dr Faisal Mekdad
Deputy Foreign Minister
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
Syrian Arab Republic
OPCW Johan de Wittlaan 32 2517 JR The Hague Netherlands fernando.arias@opew.org
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NOTE

This note follows the previous correspondence related to the work of the OPCW Secretariat
through the Investigation and Identification Team (IIT), established pursuant to the Decision
by the Conference of the States Parties entitled “Addressing the Threat from Chemical
Weapons Use” (C-SS-4/DEC.3, dated 27 June 2018). It further refers to the Note of the
Secretariat S/1867/2020 entitled First Report by the OPCW Investigation and Identification
Team Pursuant to Paragraph 10 of Decision C-SS-Dec.3“Addressing the Threat from
Chemical Weapons Use” — Ltamenah (Syrian Arab Republic) 24, 25, and 30 March 2017
dated 8 April 2020, as well as the position of the Syrian Arab Republic on that Note.

The investigative work of the IIT is proceeding. I would like to once again reiterate the
availability and willingness of the IIT to receive information related to its mandate, in any
setting or format the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic may deem feasible, in particular
on the other incidents outlined in Annex 2 of the Note of the Technical Secretariat dated 28
June 2019 (EC-91/8/3). ’

With specific reference to the incidents Al-Tamanah (12 April 2014),> Kafr-Zita (18 April
2014),® Al-Tamanah (18 April 2014),* Marea (1 September 2015),” the Secretariat would be
grateful for any concrete information the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic may be able
to share potentially relevant to establish the origin of the chemical weapons used in those
instances and useful to identify perpetrators, including delivery methods and background
information related to actors that might have the capabilities to use such weapons, and any
element related to the relevance, probative value, and reliability of such information as well
as the credibility of the source(s).

The IIT was further informed that, in relation to the incident in Saraqgib (4 February 2018),°
the Syrian Arab Republic has specifically notified its position based on its own technical
analysis of images of the craters, vegetation, possible fragments, and alleged symptoms of
casualties. The authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic further advised the Secretariat of
information in their possession related to the use of chlorine cylinders to “stage” a chemical
attack, including by broadcasting videos of persons pretending to be casualties of a chlorine

! Syrian Arab Republic: Statement by H.E. Ambassador Bassam Sabbagh Permanent Representative of the
Syrian Arab Republic to the OPCW on the First Report of the OPCW Investigation and Identification Team
Issued on 8 April 2020, dated 16 April 2020, EC-94/NAT.5.
% Ref.: Note by the Technical Secretariat, Second Report of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission in Syria Key
Findings, 8/1212/2014.
3 Ref.: Note by the Technical Secretariat, Second Report of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission in Syria Key
Findings, S/1212/2014.
* Ref.: Note by the Technical Secretariat, Second Report of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission in Syria Key
Findings, $/1212/2014.
* Ref.: Note by the Technical Secretariat, Report of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission in Syria Regarding
Alleged Incidents in Marea, Syrian Arab Republic August 2015, $/1320/2015.
¢ Ref.: Note by the Technical Secretariat, Report of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission in Syria Regarding an
Alleged Incident in Saraquib, Syrian Arab Republic on 4 February 2018, S/1626/2018.
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attack. The Secretariat also obtained information that the Syrian Arab Republic has
knowledge that chemicals were stored in tunnels north of Saraqib during that period of time.
As with other incidents, the Secretariat would therefore be grateful for any concrete
information and sources that the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic may have supporting
these notifications, or suggesting additional avenues of inquiry, including — but not limited to
— the above-mentioned videos and any technical analysis performed.

The IIT continues the examination of the available information concerning the use of
chemical weapons in the incidents within its mandate, as identified by the Conference. I
therefore once again reiterate the benefit of the IIT meeting with key representatives of the
Syrian Arab Republic, at their convenience and at a location of their choosing, to discuss the
progress of this investigation and the provision of other information, including access to
locations, which the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic may be able to facilitate.
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OPCW

The Hague, 16 October 2020

L/ODG/224348/20
Q&/ \/Icc-ML«i sler )
Excellency,

I refer to my letter to you dated, 3 July 2020, in which I informed you about the ongoing
work of the Investigation and Identification Team (IIT), as established pursuant to
paragraph 10 of the decision C-SS-4/DEC.3 adopted by the Conference of the States
Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention on 27 June 2018.

In my letter, I called on the Syrian Arab Republic to cooperate with the IIT, consistent
with paragraph 7 of Article VII of the Chemical Weapons Convention, in particular
through the provision of concrete information that the authorities of the Syrian Arab
Republic may be able to share and which is relevant to the incidents under investigation
by the IIT, as specified in the Note enclosed with that letter.

I was heartened that, during EC-95, the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic reiterated
their real desire to continue constructive cooperation with the Technical Secretariat.

I also welcome the reference to the need for technical and scientific discussions on these
matters: I gather from this that the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic are willing to
engage with the IIT before it issues its next report(s).

Regretfully, I note that, as of today, neither I nor the IIT have received a response to the
above note, or to its reiterated requests for information and technical assessments.

I am writing now to inform you that the IIT is currently progressing in its investigation of
various incidents.

With a view to assisting the IIT in conducting its investigations, I am compelled to
reiterate the Secretariat’s request to the Syrian Arab Republic that it submits any
information currently in its possession pertaining to the incidents being investigated.

The details of such a request were already included in the attachment to my letter to you of
3 July 2020 and are further elaborated in a new Note enclosed with this letter.

H. E. Dr Faisal Mekdad

Deputy Foreign Minister

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
Syrian Arab Republic

OPCW Johan de Wittlaan 32 2517 JR The Hague Netherlands

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Director-General

fernando.arias@opew.org
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Finally, I should like to take this opportunity to kindly remind you that, notwithstanding
the travel restrictions owing to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the IIT continues to
remain available to meet with key representatives of the Syrian Arab Republic, at their
convenience and at a location of their choosing, to discuss the IIT’s work, the provision of
any relevant information, and access to locations which the authorities of the Syrian Arab
Republic may be able to facilitate.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highesf\consideration.

Ecmaﬁao Arias
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NOTE

Further to the note attached to the Director-General’s letter regarding the work of the
Investigation and Identification Team (IIT) to H.E. Dr. Faisal Mekdad, Deputy
Foreign Minister of the Syrian Arab Republic, dated 3 July 2020, this Note elaborates
on the request for information and material which the Syrian Arab Republic may be
able to provide to the IIT in order to assist specifically in its ongoing investigation of
the incident in Saraqib of 4 February 2018, and Marea of 1 September 2015.

In relation to the former, the IIT has taken note of the position expressed by the
Syrian Arab Republic on that particular incident in two Note Verbales, respectively
Note Verbale No. 9, dated 12 February 2018 and Note Verbale No. 23, dated 12
March 2018. Further, the IIT has considered the conclusions on the incident submitted
by the Syrian Arab Republic enclosed with said Note Verbale No. 23, refuting the
allegations made against it related to this incident.

In particular, the IIT has reviewed the findings presented by the Syrian Arab Republic
of the craters, the vegetation, and possible fragments near the alleged impact site, as
well as its assessment of the alleged symptoms of casualties. It has specifically noted
the issues raised by the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic themselves during
EC-88 in light of their “analytical examination of the videos and photographs posted
by terrorist groups on open sites” (Cf. Note by the Technical Secretariat, S/1654/2018,
dated 20 July 2018, Annex 2, pp. 7, 18-19). Since the findings by the Syrian Arab
Republic appear to have been based on open source material and were presented in a
succinct form, the Syrian Arab Republic is requested to submit further information
and material which may support and corroborate its conclusions related to the incident
(e.g., the specific videos and photographs mentioned in the aforementioned Note
Verbales and any additional technical assessments made concerning their authenticity,
witness testimony, intelligence information, and any samples or other evidence).

In addition, the IIT would be grateful for the opportunity to review the flight logs
relating to the operations of the Syrian Arab Air Force in and around the area of
Saraqib on and around 4 February 2018 and to be granted access to pilots and military
command personnel who were in charge of, or involved in, such operations, at a
location to be determined in consultation with the Syrian Arab Republic.

Reference is also made to other Note Verbales from the Syrian Arab Republic: No.
14, dated 19 February 2018, including the geographical coordinates of a tunnel north
of Saraqib allegedly containing unspecified chemicals which, according to the Syrian
Arab Republic, terrorist groups were planning to use some time after 19 February
2018; No. 18, dated 1 March 2018, and No. 20, dated 7 March 2018, describing
lorries with chemicals entering the territory of the Syrian Arab Republic via a specific
crossing. This information could potentially be relevant also to the use of chemical
weapons occurred on 4 February 2018 in Saraqib. For this reason, the Syrian Arab
Republic is requested to submit relevant material (e.g., through access to the sources
of this information, videos and photographs, and any other evidence) which may
substantiate and validate the information contained in these Notes Verbales.
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In general, the IIT would appreciate receiving any evidence in support of allegations
of movements and storage of toxic chemicals planned for use in chemical weapons
false-flag attacks which may be relevant to the incident in Saragib of 4 February
2018, as well as to other instances within the purview of the IIT.

In relation to the incident in Marea of 1 September 2005,' the IIT has noted the
position of the Syrian Arab Republic on the use of sulphur mustard in Marea in
August 2015, and the related reference to information in possession of the Syrian
Arab Republic on the “use of chemical weapons and toxic chemicals” by “terrorist
groups such as Da’esh, Al-Nusra and other Al-Qaeda wings” (see, inter alia, EC-M-
50/NAT.18, dated 23 November 2015). The IIT therefore requests any evidence
relevant to the possible identification of perpetrators of the use of chemical weapons
in the area of Marea during the relevant time-frame, which would include supporting
documentation on names of units and of relevant commanders or members of armed
groups involved in the use of chemical weapons, as well as samples, imagery, or other
information.

The HT continues the examination of all available information concerning the use of
chemical weapons in the incidents falling within its mandate and welcomes all
information that the Syrian Arab Republic may be able to share on any of the
outstanding incidents.

XTI

! Ref.: Note by the Technical Secretariat, Report of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission in Syria
Regarding Alleged Incidents in Marea, Syrian Arab Republic August 2015, $/1320/2015 (dated 29
October 2015).
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