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Annex I

The Northern Development Zone and sustainable development fund

1. In its previous final report the Panel demonstrated misrepresentation of funds dedicated to development in
the northern regions as part of the overall Government budget for the implementation of the Agreement. Various
unrelated operational expenditures?, over almost 18 billion francs CFA in 2017 and 2018, had been wrongly pre-
sented as falling under the sustainable development fund that was not yet created, while some development projects
worth over 13 billion francs CFA, were executed as advances to the fund pending its creation.?

2. The fund was created in June 20183, but armed movements were not represented in its steering and man-
agement committees. After challenging this in the subcommittee on economic, social and cultural development, the
Government in June 2019 accepted to revise the relevant decree describing the administrative and management
responsibilities of the Steering Committee and the Management Committee.* In return, CMA assured to no longer
condition operationalisation of steering committee to such revision, as it had done in March 2019.5

3. The Independent Observer on Mali has noted a real reluctance in some government departments, including
the Ministry of Economy and Finance, to allow the movements to participate in the management of the fund. UN
resolution 2480 of 28 June 2019, as well as the 12 July 2019 roadmap emphasised its inclusive management. §

4. On a positive note, the Northern Development zone was enacted in July 2019, and its Interregional Advisory
Board on 30 September 2019. Together with the regional assemblies, the latter is meant to administer the zone
where the special strategy for the development of the northern regions’, in place since 2017, is to be implemented,
inter alia, drawing from the fund. Regional elections pending, signatories would need to agree how to appoint
interim representatives to this council and clarify its relation to local (interim) authorities.®

S. Meanwhile, the fund has in 2018 and 2019 together been endowed with 48,3 billion francs CFA.® This
amount falls short of the government engagement of 100 billion per year upon its creation in January 2018, which

! Charges related to the various Agreement Monitoring Committees, the office of the President’s High Repre-
sentative for the Implementation of the Agreement and the National Disarmament, Demobilization and Re-
integration Commission and the National Integration Commission, See S/2019/636, para. 60.

2 See S/2019/636, para. 58.

3 See S/2019/636, para. 56.

4 Décret n°2018-0516/P-RM du 20 juin 2018.

5 Minutes of the meetings of the subcommittee on economic, social and cultural development of 15 February,
15 March and 14 June 2019, archived at the Secretariat.

® The Independent Observer has noted a real reluctance in some government departments, including the Min-
istry of Economy and Finance, to allow the movements to participate in the management of the fund.

" The Specific Development Strategy has a total budget of 2,194 billion FCFA, including government and
donor contributions.

8 See S/2019/983, para. 42.

® Of which 16 billion from budget transfers and the rest from revenues generated from compulsory levies and
taxes on airline tickets, cotton exports and tobacco sales. Communication with international mediation team
finance specialist, 10 January 2020; See also https://www.maliweb.net/nations-unies/lutte-contre-le-terror-

isme-reunion-speciale-sur-le-mali-et-le-sahel-a-new-york-2840786.html.
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was already pledged during the Paris donor conference in 2015.%° It also falls short of the adjusted amount of 40
billion in the national budget in 2018 and 2019.%

6. Notwithstanding, endowments for the Northern development zone, it has not been fully operational yet
because of above-mentioned outstanding institutional issues. It therefore remains doubtful whether it could swiftly
deliver peace dividends, as mentioned among the priority measures in resolution 2480 to be accomplished before
the end of MINUSMA’s current mandate in June 2020.%2

10 See S/2019/636, para. 56. Likewise, according to a 13 July 2017, speech of the Minister of Economy and
Finance during a workshop with the Movements, the fund was to be funded annually by the government
based on a forecasted budget of 100 billion FCFA. See Independent Observer, “Observations on the Imple-
mentation of the Agreement on Peace and Reconciliation in Mali, Emanating from the Algiers Process”,16
September 2019.

11 Of the total 48,4 billion 24,3 billion francs CFA was mobilised in 2018 and 24 in 2019. Communication with
international mediation team finance specialist, 10 January 2020.
12 Resolution 2480 (2019) paragraph 4.
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Annex II

Vehicle used by Mohamed Ould Mataly to travel between Niger and Mali medio September 2019, in violations of
his travel ban. Screenshot from video taken during Tabankort the forum of Tabankort, held from 27-29 December
2019, obtained by the Panel from a confidential source on 10 January 2020.
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Annex III

Article in L’Enquéteur of 1 October 2019

Traficinternational présume de drog
SidAhmed Ben Kazou N‘](?U.liltl Vﬂ;[-ll |
échapper a la justice nigerienne

Trafic international présumé de drogue

an | dAmed Ben Kazon Moulativat échapperala jusic nigériemne

‘aprés le rap-
port final du
v Dieu groupe d'ex-
perts des Nations
unies sur la situation
sécuritaire au Sahel,
rapport rendu public
o en aolt dernier, le
trafic de drogues et la
quil | criminalité organisée
sont en pleine expan-
eléve | sion dans la réglon.
ieen! Le méme rapport
nous apprenait que le
| sieur Hanoune Ould
pma | Ali Mahari, figure de

" | proue du MAA-Plate-
i forme, avalt cherché

5
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Annex IV

Declaration rebutting sanctions and a letter signed by Bourem local officials and community leaders and
addressed to the President of the Committee calling for lifting sanctions against Ould Mataly, as well Mahri Sidi

amar Ben Daha, document obtained by the Panel from a confidential source, 7 January 2020.
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DECLARATION DES ELUS ; ORGANISATIONS COMMUNAUTAIRES FEMMES
ET DES JEUNES DES COMMUNAUTES “OHEHOL, KEL TAMACHEQS ET
ARABES DU CERCLE DE BOUREN

Le soir 10 juillet 2019 nous apprencrs par | AFP (Agence Frangaise de Presse) que
5 cing de nos compatrioles dont trois originaires de Gao sont ajoutés a la liste
proposée pour sanctions au conseil te sécurité parmi lesquels le députe élu 2
Mohamed Quid MATALI pour entrave a iaccord de paix; Yoro Quid DAHA I'un des
responsables militaires du MAA Pro Mali pour liens avec le terrorisme; el Mohamed
MEHR! PDG de Tilemsi Transport pour verite d'aimes aux groupes armés jtous
ssus de la méme famille et de la mémesc mmunauté arabe de Gao. Ces ettitudes
unilatérales violent toute collaboration établi par les chefs des communautés
Songhoi M. Ali Bady MAIGA Arabds M, Hanoun Ould ALI et Imghads M. Azaz Ag
|.OUD DAG DAG.

Trois motifs plaident pour la radiation des noms cités :

l.e premier motif : {a plateiorme en ailiance avec les acteurs de la société civile de
Gao et les représentants de toutes les communautés d'Abakoira & Labbezanga | du
Tilemsi au Gourma {lors de réunion au siége du cadre des notables chez Ali Badi
MAIGA) ont demandé au Gouvernement d'accepter leur proposition ou bien ils se
verront dans la nécessité de boycotter tes dites consultations. L'une des raisons
avancées par les communautés est que la ‘proposition du Gouvernement va créer
das conflits inter ot intracommunautaires (- nire les senrhals ; entre les arabes et les
idnans : entre les imghads et les sonrhaigeic, Culd Mataly est membre de ses
organisations et notatilités mais pas leuf souverain ; Yoro est un officier du MAA
Plateforme et le troisiéme opérateur économique arabe de Gao est inconnu du
grand public.

Le deuxiéme motif : 12 Juillat 201612 julliet 2010 deux (2) ans jour pour jour les
acteurs de 'a marifestation viennent ¢'s calébrer & Gao |'événement & la place de
i'indépendance de Gao. Done une fu's encore les instigateurs de la marche sont
non seulement connus mais célébrés @ Gao par les jeunes. Ould Mataly a demandé
aux ieunes d'accepter les Autoriles Irvérmaires et ils seront pric en charge dans le
DDR et autres dispositions de IAPR on présence de d'autres députcs de la région
notamment Hon Chatto et Aguissa Toure ‘ous membres de la délégation du PM de
Iépoque Abdoulaye Idrissa MAIGA,

Le troisiéme motif ; un responsable communautaire implique dans fe processus de
paix plaide (selon l'expressicn du eamilé des sanctions) pour la libération des
jeunss arrétés par Backhare (considérés présumes innocents) nz peut pas &tre
considérer comme un acte de terrorisma. Surtout que la tache consiste au quotidien
A trouver des motfs d'adiéelon 4 'ecsord polir ces jeunes souvent mineurs sans
avcune instructien ce qui west pas de leur faute car aucune structure étatique
n'existe dans leur localité, '

Le député Mohamed Ould Matali ;A Badi MAIGA President du cadre des
notables et ses mermbres ; rimam du Kewsit Alpha Oumar Almanadi aux cotés du
Président des jeunes de Gao de'l'“nequett 168 notahilités armas et Songhol ont
convaincu leur communauié arabe &t Songhol leur Mouvements le MAA et iz
CMFPR Plateforme de ne pas tomsr aiis les piages insinueux et intelligents des
ennemis de la paix connues et comprie aujournhui par les populations.

La rencontre inter et intrcominuraustaie de la paix des braves @ Almoustarat
{Region de Gao) organisée sous I'opialion carval avee l'appui du Centre pour e
Dialogua humanituire avec commis ao'zvd rrncipal le député Qukl Matal. Sur ce
chapitre las Organisations cul inbanv? 3 Gao danz le cadre de la cohésion
scoiale dans 1a SOUS-régiun mous Mmnssansnt iz gua o deoument de presse

v
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DECLARATION DES ELUS ; ORGANIS . [ONS COMMUNAUTAIRES FEMMES
ET DES JEUNES DES COMMUNAL " {ONGHOL, KEL TAMACHEQS ET
ARABES DU CERCLE DE BOUREN!

Il faut rappeler que c'est biens sous limpuision de I'honorable député avec le
soutient des Gouvemements successifs que la présence de ['‘état et de ses
représentants est effective a Almoustarat et l'organisation de I'élection
présidentielle. Et tout récemment une mission en Norvége pour relancer la zone de
développement du nord telle que prévu par 'accord

Les affaires politiques et civiles ; la Divigion DDR de la MINUSMA tant au niveau
national que local @ Gao peuvent rensﬁgax v \r les actions louables des personnes
accusées. JTES By

Des regroupements des parti -.politiques .des leaders communautaires des
organisations de jeunes de Gao des organisations de la société civile malienne ont
interpellé @ maintes reprises par voie de presse ;par des déclarations ;lors des
conférences ‘des manifestations le Gouvernement malien et les acteurs du
processus d'Alger ;ia communauté intermationale ; sur les responsableset auteurs
de ces viclations qui sont connus de tous puisque agissant par des déclarations ou
attitudes publiques leurs manceuvres d'enirave au processus.

En toute sincérité et honnéteté la presse nationale et internationale (de la
signature de l'accord & 2019) est friznde_d'actions qui ceuvrent contre la paix et
entravent le processus (les symboles <X Rist el de sa souveraineté sont bafouée ;
I'accord est piétiné) : les responsables sont connus.

Nous demandons purement et simplement la radiation de la liste des sanctions des
personnes qui ceuvrent avec nous au quotidien 4 la réussite du processus de paix.

Pour notre part ces accusations qui sont plutdt des erreurs pour les populations de
Bourem doivent &tre éviter a I'avenir et nous denne des raisons de rester mobilise et
déterminé avec lappui des amis du Mali a sensibiliser nos braves et résilientes
communautés a ceuvrer a la paix et a la réconciliation entre les fils de notre chere
patrie. :

La marche.

Bourem le 22 juillet 2019
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République du Mali
Un peuple un but une fol

Coordination des élus notabllités ; des leaders communautaires ; leaders
religieux et organisations des jeunes et des femmes du Cercle de Bourem.

A Monsieur le Président du Comité des sanctions des

Nations Unies,

Objet : demande de radiation de Honorable Mohamed Ould Mataly ,Mohamed MEHRI dit
Rouge et Yoro ould DAHA de la liste des sanctions du Comité des NU (en Piéce Jointe les
motifs);

Monsieur le Président,

Nous élus, leaders communautaires et organisations de la société civile de Bourem venons
par cette lettre vous appuyer dans votre tache si difficile et si délicate au service de la paix
au Mali.

En effet nous avons tous été surpris de retrouver les noms de nos fréres ; leaders cité en
objet sur la liste des sanctions car ils nous ont aidé 3 soutenir I'accord de paix et ceuvrer 3
son application ; éviter un conflit inter communautaire (2012-13) et nous aide au guotidien
a baisser les tensions communautaires exacerbées par la crise de 2012.

Par conséquent nous sollicitons auprés de votre haute personnalité la radiation de ses noms
de la liste des sanctions et nous restons disponibles et mobilisés pour aider la communauté
Internationale notamment les Nations Unles 3 sanctionner les véritables acteurs qui
entravent le processus de paix au détriment des communautés.

R laspagbles
seil de Coliectivités
v“(-‘)‘(q (ot ﬁou?.- Cw.

La Representarﬂi des femmes élus du Cercie

/

— " -1 . ‘,q‘[&‘ w ’f"

y_kb el '/\ 4/

Ampliations : f 2 ‘: REL
bral . \% 1)
\ ™ w‘ ) oy “w
Gouvernement du Mali ; S\ =

Comité de Suivi de 'Accord ;
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Annex V

The compliant armed groups (CAGs) conventions’ season

1. The conventions’ season was the oportunity for the CMA and its new allies to show off their unity and fire
power. Hundreds of pick-up truck vehicles mounted with collective weapons and filled with thousands of
combatants, were displayed during military parades in Kidal, Ber (Timbuktu region) and Tabankort (Gao region). 13
Conventions are also the occasion for armed groups to collect financial contributions from communities and
diaspora, businessmen and traders, and to form new or consolidate alliances, settle conflicts and agree on new
strategies.14 In addition to armed groups, several communities held gatherings during the same period, notably the

Kounta on 15 October 2019 in Anéfis, and the Chamanamas in Tinaouker on 24 December 2019.

2. Several individuals listed by the Committee established pursuant to Security Council resolution 2374 (2017)
took advantage of having the floor during the conventions’ season to request lifting of the sanctions. Such
recommendation was more specifically included in the final communiqués of the gathering of the MAA -Plateforme
in Tabankort and of the congress of the CPA in Soumpi (Timbuktu region), both groups being led by sanctionned
individuals, respectively Mohamed Ould Mataly (MLi.008) and Mohamed Ousmae Ag Mohamedoune (MLi.003).

Conventions of CMA components and affiliated entities

3. The season opened with the second HCUA regular convention in Kidal, from 26 to 28 October 2019 — the
first one having taken place in May 2014. Alghabass Ag Intalla was reappointed as secretary general of the HCUA
in front of around 500 participants. The military parade included an approximate number of 90 vehicles and 600
fighters.

U2 CONGRES ORDINAIRE DU HAUT CONSEIL POUR LUNITE DI
Kidal, les 26 - 27 - 28 octobre 29
' Blenvenue au congres Sobi ¥
] 1 Sslall _,o,g‘" . }

- Sy

TET——
DE LAZAWAD (HCUA)

4. Two significant events took place on the periphery of the HCUA convention. First the arrest by CMA on 30
October of Aboubacrine Ag Mohamed Elmokhtar, known as Bokari Ag Inadakmar, from the HCUA in Ber. Bokari

13 Confidential reports, December 2019 and January 2020; the Panel also collected numerous statements, vid-
eos and photographs received directly from confidential sources, and met with armed groups leadership in
November 2019 and January 2020.

14 Meetings with armed group leaders, Bamako, November 2019; meeting with confidential source, Bamako,
17 February 2018.
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is a senior military commander from the Kel Inagozmi tuareg tribe, accused of being involved with his brother
Mahmoud in robbery, including the theft on 26 September 2019 of WFP vehicles in Timbuktu, and exactions on
civilians in the Timbuktu region.15 Bokari, who was also noticed in Bamako alongside sanctionned individual
Houka Houka Ag Alhousseini (MLi.005) and CPA member Intagharasse Ag Sidi Hama, was nevertheless freed by
CMA on 23 November 2019. Second, on the evening of same day of the arrest, four vehicles bearing HCUA flags
fired at a MINUSMA convoy from Kidal to Gao, while it had stopped for the night in the vicinity of Anéfis. The
HCUA acknowledged the incident claiming that their elements fired by accident at MINUSMA, and then stopped
as soon as they identified the convoy as UN.16

5. The HCUA congress was then followed by the fourth regular convention of the MNLA, also in Kidal, from
30 November to 3 December 2019. About 600 participants gathered in Kidal for the reconduction of Bilal Ag
Chérif, including delegations from Mali and abroad (Algeria, Burkina Faso, Finland, France, Libya, Marocco,
Mauritania, Niger, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia). A famous Tuareg music band, Tinariwen, performed a public show for
the closing ceremony.

6. The military parade of the MNLA included more than 110 pick-up trucks and around 700 fighters,
contradicting previous analysis of MNLA’s military weakness compared to HCUA. A drone made an aerial footage
of the parade and propaganda video clips were largely disseminated.

About 110 vehicles participated in the military parade of the MNLA

7. The MAA-CMA held its third regular convention in Ber, from 10 to 12 January 2020, where Ibrahim Ould
Sidatti was renewed as its secretary general. The president of the CMA, Bilal Ag Chérif, could not attend the
meeting, as he had departed on 5 January to Ménaka with 25 vehicles and 125 combattants to negotiate a security
agreement with General Gamou. The MAA congress was attended by sanctionned individual Mohamed Ousmane
Ag Mohamedoune (MLi.003). A military parade was also organised.

15 Bokari was denounced publicly by human rights local organizations of having killed on 12 October 2018
civilians in Léfétane from the Kel Indjaren tribe of the Kel Antessar, alongside his brother Mahmoud and
Assaleck Ag Mohamed. Bokari’s name was also listed as a criminal, allegedly by AQMI, on a poster dis-
played on the door of the mosque of Acharane.

16 Confidential report, 4 October 2019; meeting with MINUSMA Force Commander, 16 November 2019.
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Mohamed Ousmane Ag Mohamedoune (centre) at the MAA-CMA convention in Ber

8. In order to enact the division of the Plateforme, a founding congress was organised for the GATIA-CMA in
Inamzil, eight kilometres west of Aguelhok, on 2-3 November 2019. In presence of Harouna Toureh, the leadership
of the CMA (namely Ould Sidatti and Alghabass Ag Intalla) and MAA -Plateforme from Gao (including sanctionned
individual Mohamed Ould Mataly), Haballa Ag Hamzatta was elected secretary-general of GATIA-CMA and
sanctionned individual Ahmoudou Ag Asriw (MLi.001) appointed as its military chief of staff. FAMa Brigadier
General Takny Ag Intikane and Mohamed Ag Mahmoud were elected honorary presidents of the armed group, and
Rhissa Ag Mohamed, member of regional authorities in Kidal and special advisor to the governor of Kidal, regional
coordinator of the Plateforme for Kidal.

Harouna Toureh waving GATIA's flag r;ext to Mohamed Ould Mataly

9. MAA-Plateforme from Gao organised a large forum in Tabankort, hosted from 27 to 29 December 2019 by
sanctionned individual Mohamed Ould Mataly (MLi.008) and Hanoune Ould Ali, gathering also all the CMA,
which came with a delegation of 175 members on board of 37 vehicles. The forum was reportedly sponsored by
two large companies, Nour and Tilemsi, and their CEOs, respectively Sidi Ahmed Ould Ali, Hanoune’s brother,
and Attaye Ben Ahmed Mahri, Rougy’s brother, present and active in the organisation. 17

17" Accessed at http:/news.abamako.com/h/226993 .html on 26 January 2020.
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Mohamed Ould Mataly signing the “peace tent”, next to Harouna Toureh's signature

10. Sanctionned individuals Ahmoudou Ag Asriw (MLi.001), Mahri Sidi Amar Ben Daha (MLi.006) and
Mohamed Ben Ahmed Mahri (MLi.007) also attended the MA A meeting, 18 turning the peace forum of Tabankort,
paradoxically, into the largest concentration of individuals listed by the Committee as obstructing and/or delaying
the implementation of the Peace Agreement, under the banner of the Plateforme of Harouna Toureh.

Convention of the CSIA and GATIA

11. On the other side of the spectrum, on 29-30 November 2019, the Conseil Supérieur des Imghads et Alliés
(CSIA) presided by General Gamou organised its congress in Aguelhok, during which the latter was renewed as
President. The GATIA held its first regular convention at the same location on 2-3 December 2019 by its secretary
general, Fahad Ag Almahmoud, who also presides the Plateforme. The GATIA convention was attended in large
numbers by the MSA-D, which came with 30 vehicles and about 200 combattants, and a MAA -Plateforme
delegation from Timbuktu led by Moulaye Ahmed Ould Moulaye. A military parade with about 70 vehicles took
place.

18 Communication from a confidential source who also attended the meeting, 11 January 2020.
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Photograph ofthe venue ofthe GATIA conventzon in Aguelhoc (Ad]elhoc)

12. A previous community meeting of the Imghad community in Takellout from 26 to 29 September 2019,
presided by the member of Parliament Ahmoudéne Ag Inkass, was followed by a press statement on 3 October
issued by the GATIA, announcing the dismissal of five of its members, namely (1) Ag Hamzatta, in his capacity as
deputy secretary general of the GATIA and member of the CSA, (2) Rhissa Ag Mohamed, (3) Mohamed Ag Itousse,
commissioner at the CVJR, (4) Sidilmehdiag Albaka, commissionner at the Conseil National pour la Réforme du
Secteur de Sécurité, and (5) Haballa Ag Aghaly, special advisor to the Governor of Kidal. 19

13. While both GATIA could organise their respective conventions in Aguelhok area, General Gamou instructed
since his forces to prevent GATIA-CMA from using GATIA flags and equipment, and to regain control of entities
previously under his jurisdiction. In this context, while returning to Gao on 6 December 2019, Gamou’s convoy
forcibly removed GATIA-CMA newly-established checkpoint in Achou.20 On 15 December 2019, the vehicle of

Ag Aghaly was shot at in Aguelhok over a conflict for the budget of the local health center (Centre de santé
communautaire - CSCOM).

Convention of the CPA

14. The CPA of sanctioned individual Mohamed Ousmane Ag Mohamedoune (MLi.003), organised its own
congress from 18 to 20 January 2020 in Soumpi, in presence of another sanctioned individual, Houka Houka Ag
Alhousseini (MLi.005). A military parade was also organised and included some vehicles from the MSA -
Chamanamas from Gao.

19 The five individuals were replaced respectively by Mohamed Mahmoud Ag Chérif, Ousmane Ag Mohamed,
Agli Ag Bidari, Talga Ag Rhissa and Bigga Ag Mitki.
2 The checkpoint in Achou was previously attacked on 18 October 2019, when six GATIA fighters were killed.
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Military parade of vehicles at the CPA convention

15. Several close associates of Houka Houka also attended the CPA meeting, such as Intagarasse Ag Sidi Hama,
CPA base commander in Zouéra. Intagarasse, a Kel Razzaf from a well located nearby Houka Houka’s camp in
Louteib, is closely connected to Abdoullaye Ag Mohamed, a former commander of the Hesbhah established in
Timbuktu by Al-Qaeda in 2012 (see paragraphs 58 to of the Panel 2019 interim report). Both Intagharasse and
Bokari, the HCUA military commander mentioned above (see paragraph 4 of this annex), travelled to Bamako in
September 2019 with Houka Houka to participate into the launch of Mahmoud Dicko’s political movement, called
the Coordination des Mouvements, Associations et Sympathisants (CMAS) de [’'Imam Mahmoud Dicko, on 7

September 2019.
L N
) |

Houka Houka Ag Alhousseini (at the center, holding the microphone)
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Annex VI

Extract from Niger commerce registry for Tilemsi Distribution, obtained by the Panel from a confidential source

on 18 November 2019.

43/45

RCCM-NI-NIA-2016-B-2269 du 22/08/16 :

Dénomination sociale : Société Tilemsi Distribution —SA « TILDIS- SA »

Capital social: 10.000.000 F.CFA

Forme juridique : SA

Objet : Recherche exploitation et prospection des ressources miniéres, Comptoir d'achat et
de vente des métaux précieux et semi précieux, Traitement de ressources miniéres sous
toutes ses formes, Importation des machines d’exploitation d'équipements miniers, Vente et
location d’équipements miniers, Importation exportation, distribution des hydrocarbures et
produits dérivés, Gestion et exploitation des points de vente et de stations d’hydrocarbures et
produits dérivés, Transports, etc.

Siege social : Niamey, Quartier Banizoumbou, Rue GMI19, Porte 226 :
Tél+22796962211; BP : 10160 Niamey

Gérant : MAHRI MOHAMED BEN AHMED

Administrateurs : .

MAHRI MOHAMED BEN AHMED, PCA ;

MOULATI SIDI AHMED BAN KAZOU.
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Annex VII

Update on trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants
1. As already remarked in the Panels previous final report, Timbuktu has taken over from Gao
as principal trafficking hub for migrants on their way north, mostly to Algeria.21 Although there is

underreporting in Gao because of more hidden practices following temporal arrests of so called
passeurs see (S/2018/581, para. 139) migrants’ accounts confirm Timbuktu route is favorable over
Gao, with migrants from Timbuktu passing into Algeria to reach Bordj Badji Mokhtar at In-Afarak22,

northwest of In-Khalil, rather than Talandak and Tindiska, southeast of In-Khalil.

2. Migrants transport along the Timbuktu In-Afrarak23 route is largely protected by MAA-
CMA and some MNLA?24, HCUA rather exercises control over the Tindiska and Talhandak, where

HCUA member Mohamadou Ag Rhissa (M1i.002) was responsible for abuses of migrants. The Panel
is not aware of similar cases of abuse tied to armed group individuals along the Timbuctu-In-Afarak
migrants route.

3. The Panel received information on Syrian migrants arriving by air in Bamako to travel to
Europe via Mauritania and Algeria.25 Tightened visa requirements for Mauritania for Syrian Nation-

als, reported by the Panel in its previous final report26, may have led to their shifting migration route
via Bamako.

2L According to most recent IOM figures for November 2019, there were three times as many migrants leaving
Timbuktu (1280) compared to Gao (403)

22 Accounts from Housseyne Ag Issa, ”Tombouctou, nouveau parcours du combattant des migrants en partance
pour 1'Europe”, CENECO, 1 December 2019, available at https://cenozo.org/en/articles/182-tombouctou-

nouveau-parcours-du-combattant-des-migrants-en-partance-pour-l-europe

2 In 2016, the In-Afarak passage was used for moving cannabis convoys involving sanctioned individual
Ahmoudou Ag Asriw, who is associated to GATIA. GATIA lost its position of In-Afarak in July 2017 to
CMA.

2 Ibid.
% Member State information
% 3/2019/636, paragraph 160.
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Annex VIII
Update on trafficking of otherwise licit goods

Cigarettes

1. Trafficking of American Legend cigarettes through Mali from Burkina Faso seems to have
dried up. The Panel received a communication from a retailer in Timbuktu Mali requesting American
Legend to an intermediary trader in a neighbouring country, who responded negatively.27 Since

March 2018, when Karelia in Greece shipped 10.000 boxes to Burkina Faso, no more cigarettes were
exported from Greece to Burkina Faso or any neighbouring country.28 Some quantities were ex-

ported to Mauritania. If there are indications of renewed trafficking of American Legend through
Mali the Panel will make further inquiries into the Mauretania.

2. The Panel has started making inquiries into the trafficking of other cigarette brands from
Burkina Faso and Niger to Mali, notably ORIS and Yes, but is yet to identify traders and establish
linkages to armed groups.

Petrol

3. On 17 December 2019, Mali customs agents in Segou seized 78 barrels of fuel arriving
from an unknown destination in the north.29 The Panel is closely following the seizure and leads it
may provide concerning petrol trafficking rings operating in northern Mali possibly providing fi-
nances to armed groups.

2" Confidential Whatsapp communication, 26 November 2019.
28 As per UN Comtrade database, available at https://comtrade.un.org/.

2 Communication with Malian customs official, 18 December 2019.
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