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  Letter dated 20 December 2016 from the Secretary-General 

addressed to the President of the Security Council 
 

 

 Developments over the past three years have demonstrated that the targeting of 

women, girls and boys for sexual violence that accompanies the rise of violent 

extremism is not ancillary or incidental, but widespread, systematic and integrally 

linked with the strategic objectives of violent extremist and terrorist groups. Today, 

there is global recognition and consensus that groups such as Islamic State in Iraq 

and the Levant (ISIL) and its affiliates are using sexual violence as a tactic of 

terrorism to advance their strategic and ideological objectives, a concern that I have 

highlighted in my latest two reports to the Security Council on conflict -related 

sexual violence (S/2015/203 and S/2016/361/Rev.1). 

 Pursuant to Security Council resolutions 1960 (2010), 2106 (2013), 2242 

(2015) and 2253 (2015), the Office of my Special Representative on Sexual 

Violence in Conflict has prepared a special report focusing on crimes committed by 

ISIL in the context of Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic, particularly their cross -

border dimensions (see annex). It presents preliminary information that can serve to 

deepen the Council members’ knowledge and understanding of the systematic use of 

sexual violence as a tactic of terrorism and its links to the sale and trade of and 

trafficking in persons. The report contains a number of recommendations, 

specifically to the Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 1267 (1999), 

1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015) concerning Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 

(Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities, as 

well as additional concluding observations that are relevant to other policy-level 

actors.  

 I would be grateful if you could bring the present letter and its annex to the 

attention of the members of the Security Council.  

 

 

(Signed) BAN Ki-moon 

  

http://undocs.org/S/2015/203
http://undocs.org/S/2016/361/Rev.1
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1960(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2106(2013)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2242(2015)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2242(2015)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2253(2015)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1267(1999)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1989(2011)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2253(2015)
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