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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

SOMALIA AND ERITREA MONITORING GROUP
REFERENCE: S/AC292014/SEMG/OC, 14 7 March 2014

Excellency,

I have the honour to address you in my capacity as Coordinator of the Somalia and Eritrea
Monitoring Group (SEMG) mandated pursuant to paragraph 27 of Sceurity Council resolution
2111 (2013), which is attached for casc of reference. Also attached is the letter from the Secretary-
General appointing the members of the Group (S/2013/495).

In accordance with its mandate, the Monitoring Group is responsible for investigating, inter
alia:

violations of the arms embargos on Somalia and Eritrea;

.ets that threaten the peace, security or stability of Somalia;

obstruction of humanitarian assistance to Somalia;

Eritrean support for individuals and groups responsible for destabilization of, or
violence in, the region;

obstruction of the implementation of resolution 1862 (2009) conceming Djibouti;
obstruction of the work or investigations of the Monitoring Group; and

« violations of the ban on the exportation and importation of charcoal from Somalia.

I am writing following the meeting in Cairo, Egypt, on 14 February 2014, organized under
the auspices of the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 751 (1992)
and 1907 (2009) concerning Somalia and FEritrea, between the Monitoring Group and the
Government of Eritrea, represented by Mr. Yemane Gebreab, Special Political Advisor to the
President of Eritrea, and in the presence of representatives of the Republic of Korea’s Mission to
the United Nations and the Security Council Subsidiary Organs Branch, Security Council Affairs
Division of the UN Secretariat. This meeting followed the earlier meeting between the
Government of Eritrea and the Monitoring Group convened in Paris, France, on 8 December 2013.

During the meeting in Cairo, the Monitoring Group discussed the following investigations
with Mr. Gebreab, who agreed to provide additional information along the lines below.

fos

His Excellency

Mr. Araya Desta

Permanent Representative of
Eritrea to the United Nations

New York

ce:  Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907
(2009) concerning Somalia and Eritrea

\ s
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Arms Embargo

The Monitoring Group raised reports of possible violations that include the arming of the
Tigray People’s Democratic Movement (TPDM) by the Eritrean People’s Milita. Mr. Gebreab was
aware of such reports and the Monitoring Group requested information on the possible sources of
these arms., t

The Monitoring Group raised the issuc of the Asha Golgol facility, which is reported to be
used for military procurement by the Eritrean Defense Force. Mr. Gebreab informed the
Monitoring Group that this facility is a technical facility that is used for strengthening Eritrean
technical capacity in the arcas of machinery, transportation. computer assembly and solar power.
The Monitoring Group discussed with Mr. Gebreab potential access to the facility and in the
meantime requested further information regarding this facility, which Mr. Gebreab offered to
provide in following up on the request.

Diaspora Tax

The Monitoring Group raised the issue of Eritrea’s diaspora tax, about which it continues
10 receive information, and requested feedback from Mr. Gebreab in order to better understand
how the tax is collected and used. Mr. Gebreab offered to provide a detailed written response, but
provided an initial explanation. Specifically, the Monitoring Group requested:
o Further details on how this tax works;
e Any information that addresses concerns about the contribution of this tax to the
destabilization of the Horn of Africa; and
« Any information that addresses concerns about the manner in which the tax is
collected,

Natural Resources

The Monitoring Group raised the issuc of natural resources in order to better understand the
use of revenues from natural resources and requested transparency with regards to Fritrea's budget
and its expenditures. Mr. Gebreab acknowledged that there was insufficient information about the
budget and offered to provide budget documents for the last three years of the Government of
Eritrea, which give a comprehensive and complete picture of revenues and expenditures.
Additionally, the Monitoring Group requested information on Eritrea’s mining sector,

Visit to Edi

In the overall context of the issues raised during the meeting in Cairo, the Monitoring
Group and Mr. Gebreab also discussed the possibility of a visit to Asmara. Accordingly, we look
forward to continue this discussion.

We would appreciate your reply to the Monitoring Group’s information requests above at
vour earliest convenience through the Secretary of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) concerning Somalia and Eritrea, Ms. Snjezana Gillingham
(Room DC2-0854, United Nations, New York. NY 10017: fax: +1-212-963-1300: email:
gillingham@un.org).
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In the meantime, the Monitoring Group remains available for further dialogue and closer
engagement with the Government of Eritrea.

Plcase accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Jarat Chopra
Coordinator
Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group
Security Council Resolution 2111 (2013)
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(S/AC/29/2014/NOTE.27/Add.1)

SECURITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE PURSUANT S/AC.29/2014/COMM.65
TO RESOLUTIONS 751 (1992) AND 1907 (2009) 28 July 20]1.f}h
CONCERNING SOMALIA AND ERITREA ORIGINAL: Englis
Eritrea to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary of the
Committee

The Permanent Mission of the State of Friteea to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Seeretary of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to
Security Council Resolutinne 751 (1991 and 1907 (20109); and in reference (o latter's
letter SIAC.2972014/SEMG/C. 14, dated 7 March 2014, has the honour to attach herewith
Eritrea’s written response to the issues contained in the aforementioned letter.,

‘The Permanent Mission of Eritrea to the United Nations avails itself ol this
opportunity to renew 1o the Secretary of the Seeurity Council Committee established
Pursuant to Security Council Resolutions 751 {1991 and 19407 (2009) the assurances of
its highest consideration.

New f&tﬁ;éﬁJlﬁ?'ZOI 4
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Permanaut Mission of The State of Eritres
To the United Nations, New York

Eritrea’s R he Inf ion R Contained in the 1

S/AC.29/2014/SEMG/C.14
14 July 2014

1. The Government of Eritrea (GOE) has been engaged with the Chair of the Security

Council Committee, H.E. Ambassador Oh Joon, and has actively participated in good
faith in the meetings that took place in Paris and Cairo, which were facilitated by his
office.

It must also be underlined that the Government of Eritrea (GOE) on several
occasions and at different venues has communicated, in writing and orally, its
perspectives and explanations concerning the unjust and illegal sanction resolutions
as well as different allegations levelled against it. However, in the sprite of
cooperation and engagement, Eritrea sees the need to once more spell out its views
on the number of issues which have been raised in the Paris and Cairo meetings in
hopes of dispelling the politically motivated lingering misperception and

assumptions.

. In these written responses and meetings, Eritrea has expressed its concern regarding

the manner in which SEMG has discharged its mandates. Eritrea once again
reiterates the need for Somalia Eritrea Monitoring Group (SEMG) to respect the
standards for investigation as stipulated in the Report of the Informal Working
Group of the Security Council on General Issues of Sanctions (S/2006/997) which,
inter alia, underscores the need for expert panels to rely on verified information and
documents, and ensure that their “assertions are corroborated by solid information
and that their findings are substantiated by credible sources”. It must also refrain
from dwelling into matters that does not fall within its mandate. The principle of
transparency, objectivity and impartiality must be respected.

L. The 2% Recovery and Rehabilitation Tax (RRT)
4. Eritrea wants to underline that the levying of various taxes is surely the prerogative

and sovereign right of any country and exclusive matter that concerns its citizens.

800 Second Avenue [8th Floor New York, NY 10017 « Tel : (212) 687-3390 « Fax : (212) 687-3138

¢-mail : general@eritrea-unmission.ong
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Moreover, the UN Security Council Resolution 2023 (2011) does not prevent Eritrea
from collecting Recovery and Rehabilitation Tax (RRT).

. The RRT is part and parcel of Eritrea’s taxation law and system. It has its own

evolution and history. Historically, Eritreans in all walks of life voluntarily
contributed to the national cause during the 30-year armed struggle for
independence and self-determination. This was at a time when the international
community had largely ignored the inalienable national rights for self-determination
and predicaments of the Eritrean people. In those years, Eritreans abroad came
together in civil society associations organized along professional, occupational and
gender dimensions to raise funds in support of relief and developmental work in the
liberated areas and to conduct public awareness campaigns. The magnitude of their
contributions varied from place to place and with time. Generally, monthly
contributions from members of the associations of Eritrean students hovered around
10% while that of Eritrean women and workers reached 20% of their gross income.
This voluntary financial contribution was not only vital in terms of mitigating the
humanitarian consequences of the protracted war for independence; but it was
indispensable in reinforcing the bond between the Diaspora and their compatriots at
home.

. After Eritrea’s independence in 1991, the nascent government faced enormous

economic challenges and hurdles. In addition to devastated infrastructure and
economy, the GOE had to address an onerous social burden for the upkeep of the
families of martyrs and the disabled; over 60,000 martyrs and over 10,000 war
disabled. The GOE allocated a monthly payment of 500 Nakfa (birr at the time) for
families of martyrs that is payable for the lifetime for the parents while limited until
the age of 18 years for minor dependents and siblings of the martyrs. All war
disabled fighters that could not be fully rehabilitated with employable skills are also
beneficiaries for monthly payments. The demobilization programme was another
major project implemented in 1994 largely through government funds.

. Under these circumstances, and as many citizens in the Diaspora launched

spontaneous and voluntary but fragmented initiatives, to raise funds for the above

800 Second Avenue 18th Fioor New York, NY 10017 « Tel : {212) 687-3390 « Fax : (212) 687-3138

e-miil : genersl@eritrea-unmission.org
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9.

mentioned noble and humanitarian causes it became essential and necessary to
institutionalize those initiatives. Eritreans residing abroad discussed the matter on
the bases of their experience during the 30-years struggle for independence. The
overriding desire was to imbue some structure and uniformity to what was effectively
a burgeoning spontaneous and voluntary grassroots movement. Subsequently with
clear objective of funding a countries social and development programs, in 1994, the
Eritrean National Assembly enacted the Rehabilitation and Recovery Tax
Proclamation (RRT). The RRT Proclamation specifically targets only Eritrea
citizens in Diaspora, not citizens of other countries of Eritrean decent. The rate was
fixed at a low of 2% of net income; in a country where personal income tax is
progressive and reaches 38%.

The Rehabilitation and Recovery Tax was envisaged as a time-bound provision
which would wind up at some time in the near future as the economy of the new
country grows and the social responsibility and burdens eases. This was underlined
during the discussions at the Eritrean National Assembly, although it was not
articulated in the form of a definitive sunset clause at the time of its proclamation.
However, subsequent developments, and notably the border war instigated by
Ethiopia in 1998 and its sequel, have made revision of the RRT Proclamation
practically impossible. It must be underlined that the border war between Eritrea
and Ethiopia (1998-2000) had cost life of 19,000 Eritreans and has created
additional martyrs families,

The legality of the RRT is unambiguous, and purposes laudable, It represents a
symbolic burden sharing by the Eritreans in Diaspora with the people inside the
country. In this sense, its historical, moral, humanitarian and patriotic contents and
values are more significance and profound than its material dividend. In fact, the
funds collected annually are modest that should not be overstated when compared
with government budget and expenditure on basic social services. For the last four
years, for instance, the aggregate RRT collected annually vary from a total of 14.8
million US dollars in 2010 to 24.7 million US dollars in 2013. In those four years,
the aggregate RRT collected does not exceed 73 Million US dollars, while
budgetary appropriation by the Government for the family of martyrs

300 Second Avenwe 18th Floor New York, NY 10017 « Tel : (212) §87-3390 « Fax : (212) 687-3138

g-mail : general@eritrea-unmission.org
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and war disabled individuals for the same period hovers around 28
million US dollars annually, which is almost 112 million dollars for the
four year period.

- The distorted allegations that the GOE employs “extortion, threats of violence, fraud

and other illicit means” to collect the RRT is utterly baseless. It is a deliberate
misinformation aimed at creating misperception about the active and voluntary
participation of the Eritreans in Diaspora in the affairs and development of their
country, The GOE has neither the means nor the desire to enforce the RRT
proclamation through extra-legal means. As is the case in all countries, Eritrea has
specific clauses on the rights and obligations of citizens concerning taxation.
Regarding the RRT, there are explicit enforcement measures implemented
domestically such as “denial of business license and land entitlements to those who
fail to meet their fiscal obligation”. These measures are not and cannot be
implemented extraterritorially. They do not also curtail the natural right of Eritrean
citizens to visit their home country or relatives so long as they are holders of Eritrean
national identity card or passport. They don’t need a visa to enter Eritrea.
Furthermore, as it is propagated in some quarters and is frequently echoed in the
reports of the SEMG, there is no “harassments against their families living in the
country”.

Another misperception is that the “UN Security Council Resolution 2023 (2011)
prevents Eritrea from collecting the RRT". No provision in the stated resolutions
prevents Eritrea from levying 2% tax from Eritreans residing abroad. The measures
imposed by some countries, under the pretext of implementing UN Security Council
Resolution are incorrect and constitute at best, a misinterpretation of the Resolution.
In fact, it is incumbent on the Security Council as well as the SEMG to alert the
member countries when their actions in implementing the UNSC resolutions are not
consistent with the provisions of the resolution.

Given the fact that the African Diaspora recognized as the Sixth Region of Africa by
the Head of States of the African Union (AU) and the establishment African
Remittance Institute becoming a reality, Eritrea which has effectively and
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independence and 24-years national economic development must be commended
and emulated, not punished and obstructed.

Il Eritrea’s Mining Revenues
13. Eritrea is endowed with mineral resources that are expected to make a modest

contribution to economic growth. At present, there are around 17 foreign companies
that have been granted mineral exploration and development licenses, but to date
only Bisha has been doing actual production.

14. The languages used in UNSC Resolution 2023 (2011) concerning the Eritrean mining

sector leaves much to be desired. There are two aspects of the resolution that require
emphasis. First, the recommended action is, once again, anchored on hypothetical
assumptions and potential use. In the first place, the edifice from which the
purported measures ensue rests on speculative and presumptive ground as it relates
to a “potential” rather than an “actual” act that has been established beyond any
reasonable doubt. It is not based on factual and solid evidences of Eritrea’s misuse of
revenues from the mining sector for acts that breach international law. In fact, the
burden of proof is curiously transferred from the plaintiff to the accused party. This
is not in consonance with, but rather contrary to, rudimentary legal and procedural
principles. Second, the fact that these guidelines were optional underscores, even if
in an implicit manner, that the sponsors of the resolution were not comfortable with
the rational and logic of the case they wanted to make.

15. It must be underlined that revenues from Eritrea's first mining plant began to

materialize at more or less the same period when Resolution 2023 (2011) was
adopted. Although Nevsun, the Canadian-based mining company, started
prospecting and exploration activities in Bisha in 2003, production began in 2010
only. Bearing in mind that the principal reason why the sanctions against Eritrea
were imposed in 2009 had to do with its purported financing of Al-Shebaab well
before the start of the mining operations in Bisha, the sudden switch to the
“potential use of mining revenues for destabilization” is very tenuous to say the least.
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16.In the Bisha Mining operation, the Canadian company, Nevsun, holds majority
(60%) share in operations, while the Eritrean National Mining Company holds the
remaining 40%. Nevsun is a publicly quoted company subject to Canadian
commercial laws and regulations. The financial proceedings of the Bisha plant are
consequently issued on a quarterly basis and available in the public domain. These
financial reports naturally include the proceedings that accrue to Eritrea in the form
of corporate tax, royalties and dividends for anyone to see and read.

17. As these public data corroborate, aggregate GOE revenue from royalty, taxes and
dividends averages about 200 million US dollars annually for the years 2011-2013,
And this is prior to its debt servicing requirements for loans incurred for purchase of
30% equity from the company as well as substantial pro rata payments for the initial
capital expenditures for the establishment of the plant prior to production. This
income that Eritrea gets from this single mining operation is small in relation to its
public expenditures on education, health, food security and infrastructural projects
and programmes. It does not even cover the country’s annual food import bill.

18.1In brief, the intrusive measures envisaged in Paragraphs 12, 13 and 14 of the
Resolution that include “the issuance of due diligence guidelines” seem to have been
prompted by an unhealthy desire to harass Eritrea and scare potential investors in
the mining sector rather than a sincere concern on the misuse of mining revenues,
which the SEMG has so far failed to prove beyond reasonable doubt.

I1L. Arms Embargo

19. Eritrea would like one again express its indignation at this misplaced depiction of
Eritrea. Eritrea is not the perpetrator but rather the victim of regional
destabilization. The time has come to acknowledge and applaud Eritrea’s growing
engagement and constructive role in the region. Eritrea has indeed a laudable record
of seeking peaceful/arbitral solutions for good-faith border disputes when they arise
and respecting the resulting verdicts without equivocation. In addition, Eritrea’s
developmental and national security interests are better served in an environment of
regional peace. Its pronounced foreign policy is in fact anchored on the
enhancement of a safe and cooperative neighbourhood

6
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20.Eritrea finds it difficult to understand the rationale of the arms embargo imposed by

the Security Council, while its land, including the town of Badme, remains occupied by
Ethiopia in breach of the UN Charter, international law, the Algiers Peace Agreement,
numerous Security Council resolutions and the Final and Binding Eritrea Ethiopia
Boundary Commission (EEBC) 2002 Delimitation and 2007 Demarcation decisions. On
the contrary, Ethiopia has no restrictions on bolstering is defence forces and continues
to purchase arms without restrictions as its contracts worth 200 million dollars for
tanks from Ukraine this year alone attest.

21. While Eritrea is entitled to legitimate self-defence in accordance with Article 51 of

the UN Charter, the UNSC Resolutions to impose an unwarranted and lop-sided
arms embargo on Eritrea is an approach that lack balance, fairness and legality in
terms of the UN Charter and the requirements of peace and stability in the Horn of
Africa region. It rewards culprit while it punished the victim. Therefore, the armed
embargo should be imposed against Ethiopia, not Eritrea.

22, Despite repeated protestations and widely available information that the Ethiopian

government does not deny, but on the contrary openly boasts about, the SEMG has
refused to provide context about Ethiopian blatant destabilization actions against
Eritrea and other countries in the region. Instead it has chosen to focus on spurious
allegations against Eritrea.

23. The Ethiopian Government pursues an open policy of “regime change” and continues

harbour, finance and arm Eritrean subversive groups. A press report issued this
week talks about a meeting between Ethiopia’s defence and intelligence services and
leaders of Eritrean armed opposition movements to advance this aim. (See annex 1
and 2) Yet, Ethiopia is not brought to account and no punitive measures are taken
against it in spite of its flagrant violations of international law. It must be recognized
that these anomalous realities are not only unfair but also carry the risk of
encouraging Ethiopia to indulge in more reckless and unlawful acts of aggression
against Eritrea.

24.1t must be recalled that when UNSC Resolution 1907 (2009) was adopted, the

principal reason evoked to impose arms embargo was Eritrea’s “military support to
7
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Al-Shebaab in Somalia”. Eritrea was then wrongly accused of sending 2000 soldiers
to Somalia. This false report was never acknowledged in retrospect or formally
retracted from the SEMG reports and records later although the fallacy had become
common knowledge. Another bogus accusation was levelled against Eritrea in
November 2011. Again, Eritrea was accused for air-lifting weapons to Al-Shebaab
through Baidoa. This false accusation was timed to coincide with and influence the
deliberations of the UNSC on Resolution 2023.

25. Almost five years from the imposition of unfair sanctions against Eritrea, it is now

accepted that Eritrea is free from any military or financial involvement in regards to
Somalia.

26, However, some quarters who have a political keeps on moving the goalpost by

making other unfounded allegations which are irresponsibly echoed by the SEMG
until it harms Eritrea only to be dropped quietly later without ascertaining its
veracity and/or the sinister motivations of those who fabricated it in the first place.
These days new fabricated allegation is paddled associating Eritrea with Riek Machar
in the conflict in South Sudan. Is it a case of déja vu? This is another ridiculous
allegation, which was unsurprisingly made by Ethiopia. Eritrea has repeatedly made
its position on the tragic crisis in South Sudan very clear. Eritrea is unequivocally
opposed to a destructive armed rebellion against the legitimately established
government of South Sudan. Eritrea supports a comprehensive ceasefire,
containment of the situation and a peaceful settlement of the underlying issues. And
yet, the Ethiopia-inspired, anti-Eritrean disinformation campaign and accusation
has appeared in three subsequent reports of the Monitoring Group with at first in the
February report as “circumstantial” and in the March and April reports with
“credible” qualifications and endorsements.

27. It must be underscored countries that have a hostile agenda against Eritrea cannot

be used as credible sources. Sadly these legitimate pleas continue to be ignored as
the as following sentences from May 2014 SEMG Report illustrates: “... On 12 and 13
May 2014, in Addis Abeba, the SEMG met with Ethiopian Prime Minister, H.E.
Hailemariam Desalegn, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Tedros Adhanom
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Ghebreyesus, the State Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Berhane
Gebre-Christos, as well a number of other senior ambassadors and security officials,
to discuss areas of cooperation and pending investigations of the SEMG”. The SEMG
monthly report continues to say that “... In May 2014, the SEMG travelled to Djibouti
to meet with authorities as part of its investigations into allegations that Eritrea is
providing material and logistical support to Riek Machar's forces in South Sudan”,

28.As Fritrea has pointed out in many of its previous communications, it is incumbent

on the SEMG to be objective, transparent, impartial and non-political and conduct
thorough validation process of the accusations levelled against Eritrea. It is high time
to stop wild and unfounded and politically motivated accusations against Eritrea
from the usual suspects that are bent on using the SEMG for their own interests.
Instead, those who repeatedly make accusations that have been proven false in the
past should be accounted. In this context, it is important to state that as clearly
articulated in a recently leaked Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs document that
was sent on 20 February 2014 to all its diplomatic missions the State Minister
Ambassador Berhane Gebre-Christos has instructed his diplomats, inter alia,: “to
constantly provide information to the security and intelligence agencies
of the countries of the region so that they will understand and explain
Eritrea’s destabilizing role in the region;.... to lobby member states of the
UNSC to accept the reports of the SEMG as credible; and,..... to develop
close relations with the relevant departments in the UN Secretariat in
order to ensure that the reports are in line with Ethiopia’s position, or at
least don’t hurt Ethiopia’s position.” (See Annex 3)

IV.Conclusion

29.1t is now five years since the unjust sanctions were imposed on Eritrea. They have

not contributed to regional peace and security in the Horn of Africa. In fact, if they
are not lifted they will bring and perpetuate more instability and conflict in the
region. Indeed, they have harming the people of Eritrea, hampering economic and
social development. And it is now clear that there is no justification for their
continuation.
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30.The initial and principal accusation concerning Eritrean support to Al-Shabaab has
long been proven to be non-existent. Moreover, Eritrea is committed to the
facilitation by the State of Qatar to overcome enhance its relationship with Djibouti.

31. Therefore, it is now clear that there is no justification for their continuation. Eritrea
once again appeals to the United Nations Security Council to urgently lift these
unjust and counterproductive sanctions.

32.The event over the past 15-year and the facts on the ground clearly shows that it is
Ethiopia, not Eritrea that is actively engaged in destabilizing the region. Its
continued occupation of sovereign Eritrean territory, including the town of Badme,
with impunity, in violation of the United Nations Charter and its treaty obligation is
the main cause of the instability in the Horn of Africa. In the interest of peace and
security in the region and within the context of Resolutions 1907 (2009) and 2023
(2011), which reaffirms respect for the sovereigntys and territorial integrity of
Eritrea, Ethiopia must be urged immediately and without any precondition to
withdraw from sovereign Eritrean territories , including the town of Badme.

#H#F+ o HEP

Attached:
1. Ethiopian Military Meets With Eritrean Opposition Military Leaders (Annex 1)
2. Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia vow to join armed struggle (Annex 2)

3. Leaked Ethiopia’s foreign ministry memo exposes its destabilizing policy against
Eritrea (EXCERPTS) (Annex 3)

10
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SOMALIA AND ERITREA MONITORING GROUP

REFERENCE: S/AC.29/2014/SEMG/OC.64 1 August 2014

Exceliency,

1 have the honour to address you in my capacity as Coordinator of the Somalia and Eritrea
Monitoring Group (SEMG) mandated pursuant to paragraph 27 of Security Council resblution
2111 (2013).

In accordance with its mandate, the Monitoring Group is responsible for investigating, infer
alia:

violations of the arms embargos on Somalia and Eritren;

acts that threaten the peace; secunty or stability of Somalia:-

obstruction of humanitarian assistance to Somalia;

Eritrean support for individuals and groups responsible for destabilization of, or
violence in, the region;

obstruction of the implementation of resolution 1862 (2009) conceming Djibouti;

e obstruction of the work or investigations of the Monitoring Group; and

violations of the ban on the exportation and importation of charcoal from Somalia.

I am writing following the New York and Nairobi, Kenya, videoconference on 28 July
2014 organized under the auspices of the Chuir of the Security Council Committee pursuant te
resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) conceming Somalia and FEritrea (hereafier “the
Committee), between the Monitoring Group and the Government of Eritrea, represented by you as
Permanent Representative of Fritrea to the United Nations, and in the presence of the Chair of the
Committee as well as its Acting Secretary and the Chief of the Security Council Subsidiary Organs
Branch, Security Council Affairs Division of the United Nations Secretariat. This videoconference
followed the earlier meetings outside Eritrea between the Monitoring Group and the Government
of Eritrea convened in Paris, France, on 8 December 2013 and in Cairo, Egypt, on 14 Febrary
2014.

His Excellency

Mr. Girma Asmerom Tesfay

Permanent Representative of
Eritrea to the United Nations

New York

cc:  Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907
(2009) concerning Somalia and Eritrea
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Following the meeting in Cairo, the Monitoring Group sent a letter dated 7 March 2014
(S/AC.29/2014/SEMG/OC.14) 10 H.E. Mr. Araya Desta, then Permanent Representative of Eritrea
to the United Nations, outlining the investigations of the Monitoring Group at that time, in advance
of the Group's midterm bricfing (o the Committee, and the additional information that Mr.
Yemane Gebreab, Special Political Advisor to the President of Eritrea. agreed to provide following
the meeting.

While in the interim the Monitoring Group did not receive the information from Mr,
Giebreab agreed 1o in Cairo, the Group appreciates the set of documents you provided during the 28
July 2014 videoconference, The Monitoring Group has had the opportunity 0 review the
documents that you provided, but finds that they do not fully address the issues raised in Cairo and
reflected in the Group's letter of 7 March 2014,

During our videoconference, the Monitoring Group explained that it had completed its
investigative phase and was currently drafting its final report on Eritrea. Prior to reaching its final
conclusions and completing its report, and in order to seek the views of the Government of Eritrea,
the Monitoring Group described its investigations and requested additional information along the

Iines below.

Amned Groups
1. ONLF

The Monitoring Group raised the issue of Enitrea’s support for the Ogaden National
Liberation Front (ONLF). The Group's current findings show that this support included the hosting
of a conference in Eritrea in August 2013, attended by senior members of the ONLF and Eritrean
officials, as well as the provision of financial support to the armed group. Specifically, the
Monitoring Group requested the Government of Eritrea to provide:

e Further details regarding the meeting that took place in August 2013, including
information about the decisions taken during the meeting, and the role of the
Eritrean officials present at the meeting;

¢ Detzils regarding the relationship between Eritrea and the ONLF, as well as
regarding the presence of the ONLF in Eritrea.

2.TPDM

The Monitoring Group raised the issue of Eritrea’s military and financial support to the
Tigray People’s Democratic Movement (TPDM). The Group had earlier raised this issue with Mr.
Gebreab in Cairo. The Monitoring Group would like to reiterate its previous request to the
Government of Eritrea and additionally request information regarding:

e The nature of the relationship between Eritrea and the TPDM;

e The sources of the arms provided to the TPDM by Eritrea: and

o Information regarding the location of military camps where the TPDM 1s being
trained.
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3. Ginbot Sebat

The Monitoring Group raised the issue of Eritrea’s support for Ginbot Sebat. The Group’s
current findings show that this support included the training, arming and facilitation of members of
Ginbot Sebat. The Group informed the Government of Eritrea that it had recovered travel
documents issued by Fritrea for Ginbot Sebat fighters, as well as grenade pins with serial numbers
consistent with a sequence of serial numbers of other grenade pins provided by Eritrea to another
armed group in 2011. Specifically, the Monitoring Group requested the Government of Eritrea to
provide:

e Further details regarding the relationship between Eritrea and Ginbot Sebat;

e An explanation of the travel documents and the consistency of scrial numbers of the
grenade pins described by the Monitoring Group; and

o Information regarding the location of the military camp where Ginbot Sebat is
being trained.

Armms Embargo

The Monitoring Group explained that it had received credible information that Eritrea
provided military and logistical support to three armed rebel groups in South Sudan: the SPLA-O
forces loyal to former Vice President Riek Machar, the David YauYau group and George Athor
Deng's rebel forces. As of this date, the Monitoring Group has not received evidence to support
this information. The Monitoring Group requested the Government of Eritrea to provide the
following:

e Information and a clarification regarding the source and origin of these reports; and

e The Monitoring Group notes the documents you provided during the
videoconference state the position that “FEritrea is uncquivocally opposed to a
destructive armed rebellion against the legitimately established government of
South Sudan. Fritrea supports a comprehensive ceasefire, containment of the
situation and a peaceful settlement of the underlying issues.” The Monitoring Group
would like to request a response from the Government of Eritrea regarding the
specific details pertaining to the delivery of weapons in January and February 2014
that the Monitoring Group received and which it shared with you during the
videoconference.

5. Eastern Sudan

The Monitoring Group explained that it had received credible evidence that Eritrea is
smuggling weapons from the castern regions in Sudan to Eritrea. The Group undetstands that this
trade is directed by Colonel Tesfaldet Habtesailasic and Nusredin Ali Bekit, manager of the
Tesseney branch of the Red Sea Corporation. Specifically, the Monitoring Group requested the
Government of Eritrea to provide:
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e A clarification pertaining to the nature of the arms trade relationship between
Eritrea and the Sudan; and

o Details regarding the roles of Colonel Habtesailasie and Nusredin Bekit in the arms
trade.

Finaucal §
6. Diaspora Tax

‘The Monitoring Group raised the issue of the diaspora tax collected by Eritrean consulates
and embassies worldwide. 1n some cases, the collection of the tax appears to be non-voluntary, as
officials can deny consular services to Eritreans who refuse to pay the tax. The Monitoring Group
previously raised this issue with Mr. Gebreab in Cairo. Mr. Gebreab offered to provide a detailed
written response, but at the time provided an initial explanation of how the tax works and
addressed concerns that Eritrea employs extortion, threats of violence, fraud and other illicit means
10 collect taxes. The Monitoring Group would like to reiterate its earlier request for information

~and additionally request from the Government of Eritrea the following:

e Information on the methods utilized to collect the tax; and

e The Monitoring Group notes the documents you provided during the
videoconference state, in terms of the revenue collected through the diaspora tax,
that: “In those four years, the aggregate RRT collected does not exceed 73 Million
US dollars, while budgetary appropriation by the Government for the family of
martyrs and war disabled individuals for the same period hovers around 28 million
US dollars annually, which is almost 112 million dollars for the tour year period™.
The Monitoring Group would like 10 request documentation showing that the
revenue collected annually is approprinted by the Government of Fritrea for the
families of martyrs and war disabled.

7. Natural Resources

The Monitoring Group discussed the issue of natural resources in order 1o betier understand
the use of revenues. During the mecting in Cairo, Mr. Gebreab acknowledged that there was
insufficient information about the national budget and offered to provide budget documents for the
last three years of the Government of Eritrea, which give & comprehensive and complete picture of
revenues and expenditures, During the videoconference, the Monitoring Group reiterated its
request made during the Cairo meeting for transparency with regards to Eritrea’s budget and
expenditures and asked for budget documents that clearly demonstrate the use of revenues derived
from the mining sector by the Government of Eritrea. In addition, the Monitoring Group fusther
requested the Government of Eritrea to provide financial information and evidence showing the
allocation of revenues derived from mining operations that covers the period from December 2009
10 the present date, including:
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e Detailed information on the destination and allocation of funds derived from mining
activities, including any documents that reflect the ultimate disposition of funds
received;

e Names of entities or individuals inside and outside Eritrea receiving payments of
more than USD 10,000 in cash or equivalent from Nevsun, its subsidiaries and sub-
CONtractors;

The purpose, method and date of these payments;
The recipient bank’s full name, routing number and full address; and

e The full name and address of the account holder and account numbers to which
such payments were made.

Djibouti-Related |
8. POWs and Qatari Mediation

The Monitoring Group explained that it had spoken with officials of Djibouti, which
maintains that Eritrea continues to hold 17 prisoners of war, The Monitoring Group would like the
_ Govemnment of Eritreatoprovide: — -
e A response to whether or not Eritrea is holding Djiboutian prisoners of war; and
e A clarification of the status of the mediation process sponsored by Qatar.

Visit to Exi

In the overall context of the issues raised during the meeting in Cairo, the Monitoring
Group and Mr. Gebreab also discussed the possibility of a visit to Asmara. Similarly, the
Monitoring Group raised the issuc again during the videoconference. Accordingly, we look
forward to following up directly with the Permanent Mission of Eritrea to the United Nations.

We would appreciate your reply to the Monitoring Group’s information requests above at
your carliest convenience, but no later than 15 August 2014, through the Acting Secretary of the
Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) conceming
Somalia and Fritrea, Ms. Snjezana Gillingham (Room DC2-2052, United Nations, New York. NY
10017: fax: +1-212-963-1300; email; gillingham@un.org).

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Jurat Chopra
Coordinator
Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group
Security Council Resolution 2111 (2013)
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Permanent Mission of The State of Eritrea
To the United Nations, New York

Permanent Mission of the State of Eritrea to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Secretary of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to
Security Council Resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009); and in reference to the letter
of the Monitoring Group S/AC.29/2014/SEMG/OC.64.14, dated 01 August 2014, has the
honour to attach herewith Eritrea Government’s written response Dated 12 August 2014,

The Permanent Mission of Eritrea to the United Nations avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Secretary of the Security Council Committee established
pursuant to Security Coyncil Resolutions 751 (1991) and 1907 (2009) the assurances of
its highest consideration

New York, 13 August 2014

Secretary of the Security Council Committee
established pursuant to Security Council
Resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009)
concerning Somalia and Eritrea

New York, NY 10017

800 Second Avenue 18th Floor New York. NY 10017 » Tel : (212) 687-3390 « Fax : (212) 687-3138
e-mail ; gencral@eritrea-unmission.org
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The State of Eritrea
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

ERITREA’S RESPONSE TO THE QUERIES CONTAINED IN
THE LETTER S/AC.29/2014/SEMG/OC.64

Asmara, 12 August 2014

Eritrea has been asked, pursuant to the Monitoring Group's (SEMG) letter of 01 August
2014, Ref. No. S/AC.29/2014/SEMG/OC.64, to provide supplementary response to queries
that were forwarded to it on previous occasions and that were specifically raised during the
video conference held in New York on 28 July 2014 with Fritrea's Permanent Representative
to the UN, Ambassador Girma Asmerom, through the good offices and facilitation of the
Chair of the Security Council Committee.

Eritrea wishes to emphasize at the outset that it has provided extensive written and oral
explanations to these questions through various communications in the past as well as during
the meetings that took place in Paris and Cairo. This was also repeated through written and
oral submissions at the most recent meeting that took place on 28 July 2014 in New York. In
this context, the response here will be brief. It will be limited to issues that may require
further elaboration,

1. Alleged support to South Sudanese rebel forces

The Monitoring Group states in its letter that it has “received credible information that
Eritrea provided military and logistical support to three armed rebel groups in South Sudan:
the SPLA-O forces loyal to former Vice President Reik Machar, the David Yaw Yau group
and George Athor Deng's rebel forces”. In the same paragraph, however, the SEMG asserts
that “it has not received, as of this date, evidence to support this information”. Why then is
the SEMG asking Eritrea to explain these baseless accusations.

Eritrea strongly feels that the SEMG should have dismissed outright this, and any other
uncorroborated accusations that it may have received, as pure defamatory hearsay not worthy
of further probing. Unfortunately, Eritrea is once again asked in the letter to “provide
information and a clarification regarding the source and origin of these reports”.

This is inappropriate. Eritrea cannot, surely, be asked to second-guess the identities of, and
speculate about, the “sources and origin of these reports™. As the accused party, Eritrea
deserves to be provided with the full particulars of all those who have fed false information
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to the SEMG for a variety of political objectives and considerations. FEritrea would then be
in a position to shed light on their particular motivations.

This typical episode amplifies the vexing manner in which the SEMG collects and validates
its information. We have underlined, time and again, the importance for the SEMG to
disclose all the details of its sources to Eritrea as the accused party. Reasons of transparency,
accountability as well as the basic legal principle of the equality of arms all warrant that this
be the normative state of affairs. Unfortunately, the SEMG routinely invokes
“confidentiality” and other implausible reasons to ignore Eritrea’s persistent requests and
deny it indispensable information.

The SEMG argues that its validation process of seeking multiple testimonies for information
originating from a hostile or interested party against Eritrea precludes “biased and
unwarranted conclusions”, The flaws in this argument and methodology are again palpable,
A febricated story prompted by Ethiopia, and any other adversary of Eritrea for that matter,
could be repeated by multiple sources in different countries that belong to, or are linked with,
the same opaque league and network. In the event, multiplicity of sources cannot be a
sufficient condition for validating baseless accusations.

In its letter of 01 August 2014, the SEMG further requests Eritrea to give specific responses
to alleged reports of the “delivery of weapons in to the SPLM-in-Opposition in January 2014
and February 2014”. In previous communications, the SEMG talks about “information it has
obtained of weapons supplies, including AK 47 and Iranian made rifles (sic?), to David Yau
Yau group in February and July 2014; and the airdropping of logistical items such as sugar
and other items ete.”.

All these wild accusations have no grain of truth whatsoever. The SEMG itself acknowledges
the lack of any evidence. Why it has chosen to ask Eritrea to explain non-events and
groundless accusations is really a riddle we cannot figure out.

As we have underlined in our previous oral and written responses, Eritrea remains deeply
concerned by the tragic crisis in South Sudan. Eritrea harbours sincere good wishes for a
speedy resolution of this crisis which has dragged for too long entailing huge sufferings to
the South Sudanese people.

Moreover, the timing of this groundless accusation of involvement with rebel groups in
South Sudan is suspect and provokes grave concerns in Eritrea of an almost predictable and
consistent pattern of deliberately floating sensational stories and disinformation in the weeks
prior to any UNSC discussion concerning Eritrea.

As it happened, Eritrea was accused of sending 2000 soldiers to Somalia in the months
before the UNSC imposed Sanctions Resolution 1907 against Eritrea. This deliberate
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disinformation was not seriously questioned at the time and was quietly discarded later once
it had served its purpose. The SEMG did not take the trouble to apologize to Eritrea and/or
correct this baseless information even in retrospect. Similarly, another bogus accusation was
leveled against Eritrea in November 2011. Again, Eritrea was accused for air-lifting weapons
to Al-Shebaab through Baidoa. This false accusation was made to coincide with and
influence the deliberations of the UNSC on Resolution 2023, Once again, this calculated and
deliberate disinformation was quietly discarded after it had achieved its intended objective of
tightening the sanctions against Eritrea, Today, for the third time, we see new allegations
associating Eritrea with rebel groups in South Sudan. This pattern must be stopped.
Furthermore, such baseless and unsubstantiated allegations against Eritrea should not be
reported by the SEMG to the Sanctions Committee under dubious validation procedures and
seemingly plausible qualifications.

2. Support to Ethiopian Armed Groups

The Monitoring Group mentions to alleged meetings that took place between Eritrean
officials and the ONLF; refers to “travel documents” that Eritrea presumably issued to some
members of “Ginbot Sebat”; talks about “grenade pins with serial numbers consistent with a
sequence of serial numbers of other grenade pins provided by Eritrea to another armed group
in 2011; reveals that it has “received information on financial and military support as well
as training extended by Eritrea to the TPDM”; and, requests Eritrea to provide responses to
these specific accusations.

Obviously, this elaborate reference to “grenade pins...serial numbers...travel documents,,.”
etc is designed to convey the impression of the “existence of incontrovertible evidences”, of
a smoking gun so to speak, of Eritrea's deep involvement in acts of destabilizing against
Ethiopia. Travel documents that may have been easily forged by forces who have an interest
in framing Eritrea; serial numbers of bullets or weapons that may have exchanged hands
between Eritrea and Ethiopia in the course of their multiple wars in the past years ...etc,
cannot be taken as iron-clad proofs of Eritrea’s misconduct that entail punitive action by the
UN Security Council.

On a more substantive level, Eritrea questions the legality, fairmess and justification of this
asymmetric approach that obviously treats “regional destabilization” in a one-sided, linear
way. The SEMG is acutely aware that Ethiopia is fully involved in blatant acts of
destabilization against Eritrea. Addis Abeba hosts several armed subversive groups that
intermittently unleash terrorist forays into Eritrea. These acts are in the public domain as
they are publicized, almost routinely, by these groups and by Ethiopia’s official media
outlets.
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Furthermore, Ethiopia has and pursues an official policy of "regime change" against Eritrea
in contravention of articles 2.3 and 2.4 of the UN Charter on the “peaceful settlement of
disputes” and the “use of force or threats against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any Member State”. And above all, Ethiopia continues to occupy sovereign
Eritrean territories, including the town of Badme, in violation of the UN Charter, the EEBC
arbitration Award that was given 12 years ago and in flagrant breach of the Algiers Peace
Agreement that was brokered by major interational powers and guaranteed by the United
Nations and the African Union.

In spite of all these facts, the SEMG routinely invokes “mandate limitations™ to ignore
Ethiopia’s egregious acts of regional destabilization while it turns every stone to “validate”
fabricated accusations against Eritrea that primarily emanate from Ethiopian military and
security officials, and its international allies.

If the SEMG's skewed approach is seen as appropriate from a narrow/technical interpretation
of its mandate, the onus must then rest on the UN Security Council to remedy this anomaly.

The UN Security Council has responsibilities, in accordance with Article 39 of the UN
Charter, to determine “the existence of any threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of
aggression” and to take appropriate measures against Ethiopia, in accordance with Articles
4] and 42, to maintain or restore international peace and security. Indeed, Ethiopia has
committed an act of aggression against Eritrea by occupying its sovereign territories; it is
involved in sponsoring armed subversive groups against Eritrea for purposes of
destabilization, and it remains wedded to a reckless and illegal policy of “regime change”.
In the circumstances, the whole exercise of portraying Ethiopia as a “victim of Eritrea’s acts
of destabilization™ is unwarranted and untenable both morally and legally. Once again, this
approach must be corrected. The UN Security Council should urge Ethiopia to withdraw
from sovereign Eritrean territories, including the town of Badme, and cease its policy of
destabilizing Eritrea.

3. Arms Embargo

In this section, Eritrea is asked to provide “clarificetion pertaining to the nature of the arms
trade relationship between Eritrea and the Sudan” and, “details regarding the roles of Colonel
Habteseilasie and Nusredin Bekit in the arms trade”. These queries are presumably prompted
by “credible evidence” that the SMEG has obtained about the “smuggling of weapons by
Eritrea from the castern regions in the Sudan™.

As we have pointed out earlier, Eritrea must be given, as the accused party, all the
documentations of the “credible evidences™ that the SEMG has in its possession when and if
it is required to provide a response or rebuttal.
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In any case, while underlying this basic legal principle as a matter of right, Eritrea dismisses
categorically these unfounded allegations. The persons referred to are government officials,
They are not, and cannot be, involved in illicit acts of the smuggling of weapons. Colonel
Habteselasie is Head of Communications in the Office of the President. Mr. Nusredin Bekit
was Regional Manager of Red Sea Corporations in the past years prior to his appointment as
the Minister of Trade and Industry last month.

At this juncture, Eritrea would also like to emphasize one critical point. Eritrea’s focus has
been and remains hinged on tackling its myriad economic and human developmental
challenges. It harbours neither the desire nor the financial wherewithal to funnel much-
needed funds for unnecessary military expenditures. Nonetheless, it finds the unilateral arms
embargo as unfair and inappropriate in view of the occupation of its lands by Ethiopia.
Eritrea believes that the Security Council has acted inappropriately and in breach of Article
51 of the UN Charter when it passed Resolution 1907 without proper consideration of these
facts. As we have highlighted in our previous communications, Ethiopia is on an arms
spending spree and has recently purchased weapons worth 200 million US dollars from
Ukraine alone. Eritrea maintains that the UN Security Council should approach this matter
in a more holistic and balanced manner. UN Security Council unilateral arms embargo
against Eritrea indeed remains fraught with dangerous consequences for regional peace and
stability as it may create imbalances as well as tempt Ethiopia to contemplate another
reckless adventure of aggression against Eritrea.

4. Recovery and Rehabilitation Tax (RRT)

Eritrea has provided exhaustive information on the RRT in its previous written and verbal
communications. At the outset it must be underlined the proper appellation is Recovery and
Rehabilitation Tax (RRT) and should be referred 10 as such; not “Diaspora Tax", The RRT is
legal and laudable in terms of its origins, aims and objectives. At 2%, it is not onerous on
Eritrea’s citizens who live abroad and who are asked to share some of the burdens of
rehabilitation for the families of the war-wounded and the martyrs,

Eritrea does not employ extra-legal and extra-territorial measures in its methods of
levying/enforcement of the tax. Those who do not wish to pay the 2% RRT, in accordance
with the provisions of a national law, must naturally shoulder the explicit consequences
spelled out in relevent regulations of enforcement. In this particular case, Eritrean citizens
who opt out of the tax, forfeit entitlements such as access to urban land, power of attomey to
process inheritance, etc. Contrary to the claims made by the SEMG, these measures are not
inordinate and cannot be described as “extortion™ and “intimidation™ by any standards.
Furthermore, as falsely propagated by some quarters and frequently reflected in the reports of
the SEMG, Eritreans are not denied their natural right of visiting their country. They do not
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need an entry visa, All they are required to do is show a valid Eritrean identity card or
passport on arrival.

The SEMG requests “documentation showing that the revenue collected annually is
appropriated by the Government of Eritrea for the families of martyrs and war disabled”.
This aspect was fully addressed in our previous communications. The collected tax goes to
the Department of Treasury which administers the government budget. As explained before,
the aggregate RRT collected in the past four years did not exceed 73 million US dollars,
while budgetary appropriation by the Government for the families of martyrs and war
disabled individuals for the same period hovered around 112 million US dollars. The
earmarking and utilization of these funds is indeed transparent and the expenditures are
frequently broadcast by the Eritrean Television and other local and international Eritrean
media outlets.

5. Natural Resources

Eritrea finds the recent requests for clarification by the SEMG on the use of revenues from
mining rather difficult to understand. Eritrea is asked to provide “names of entities or
individuals inside and outside Eritrea receiving payments of more than USD 10,000 in cash
or equivalent from Nevsun, its subsidiaries and sub-contractors”. In addition, the letter goes
on to seek information from Eritrea on; “the purpose, method and date of these payments; the
recipient bank’s full name, routing number and full address; and, the full name and address
of the account holder and account numbers to which such payments are made”.

These are corporate matters that concern Bisha Share Company; where the parent Canadian
company holds 60% of the stock while Eritrea’s National Mining Corporation (ENAMCO)
holds the remaining 40% of the equity. Bisha Share Company has all the rights and business
prerogatives to procure services and goods and enter into business transactions with other
enterprises in accordance with its intemal corporate rules and Eritrea’s investment and
commercial laws. In this respect, Eritrea’s investment and commercial laws impose no upper
ceilings on contracts/payments that the company can make to ensure its business operations
and/or on the repatriation of the company’s profits. All the information that the SEMG asks
are not, accordingly, matters that concern Eritrea,

The SEMG further requests for “detailed information on the destination and allocation of
funds derived from mining activities, including any documents that reflect the ultimate
disposition of funds received”,

Revenues that the GOE obtains from mining and/or other activities are funneled into the
government’s coffers. Once annual budget allocations are determined by the Government
through its normative institutional bodies and established procedures, the appropriation of the
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budget is administered by the Treasury in a holistic manner. And as explained in our
previous communications, revenues from mining from 2011 until the first haif of this year in
the past four years have fluctuated every year but do not exceed 150 million US dollars when
averaged over the same period. Leaving government expenditures on education, health etc,
aside, GOE’s annual food imports for essential consumables exceed 200 million US dollars.

In the event, Eritrea finds the laborious attention that the SEMG has given 1o “mining
revenues” quite inexplicable and counter-productive. It also exceeds its purview as spelled
out in the sanctions resolutions.

It is about time for the SEMG to stop stretching its mandate in regard to the 2% RRT and the
mining sector of the Eritrean economy. If the SEMG has incontrovertible evidences that
these revenues are funnelled for “acts of destabilization™ in violation of the UNSC
Resolutions, as it is insinuating, it must publish these figures with all the necessary details.

6. On Djibouti

The Presidents of Eritrea and Djibouti have signed a comprehensive agreement mandating
the Emir of Qatar to facilitate the resolution of all outstanding issues between the two
countries. Eritrea remains fully committed to the agreement and the process underway. It is
also ready to discuss in good-faith all pending issues with Djibouti within the framework of
the Qatari facilitation process.

7. Conclusion

Eritrea wishes Lo reiterate, once again, the unfaimess of the sanctions resolutions which have
been imposed on it for the last four years for political reasons. Fritrea's alleged acts of
destabilization in Somalia and its presumed linkages with Al-Shebaab were the primary
accusations that prompted the original, unfair, sanctions resolution against Eritrea.

As the hollowness of these accusations have become clearer with time and as the chorus for
timely review is growing, we see a shift of the goalpost where the fulcrum is apparently
moving to "acts of destabilization against Ethiopia". This trend cannot be acceptable by any
standards. Eritrea is the aggrieved and injured party in this troubled relationship; not only
historically for the last sixty years but also during these past turbulent years. International
law and the UN Security Council must side with Eritrea to remedy historic injustices; not
conjure up unbalanced and asymmetric standards to harm the injured party and provide carte
blanche to the injurer or occupying party 10 perpetrate yet more acts of aggression. In the
event, Eritrea calls for the rescinding of the sanctions resolutions against Eritrea and to bring
Ethiopia to account for its occupation of sovereign Eritrean territories, including the town of
Badme, and for associated acts of destabilization against its neighbour.
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One last issue that merits investigation. Eritrea had raised in the past serious questions in
regard to the professionalism, objectivity and integrity of the SEMG. These concerns pertain
both to the manner of its selective collection and validation of data and other suspect and
unhealthy associations that have come to light. Eritrea's misgivings were also shared by
several members of the Security Council. Eritrea had felt that certain measures taken against
some former members of the SEMG team were, even if tacit, an acknowledgement and
partial remedy to the problem. Unfortunately, and in spite of Eritrea's constructive
engagement, the situation has not changed significantly.

Eritrea has in its possession a letter circulated by a senior member of the SEMG that
compromises his professional neutrality and exposes his active association with an agenda of
"regime change" above and beyond his entrusted mandate. FEritrea maintains that this
conduct cannot be tolerated. And, beyond taking the necessary corrective measures against
the individual concerned, Eritrea argues that this episode must have a bearing on the
credibility of the entire report.
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The stockroom of the Kassala weapons depot
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Packaging list of arms being shipped to Eritrea
The document reads as follows:

Directorate of the Unit of Kassala

Permit for the passage of weapons and ammunition to be delivered to the
State of Eritrea.

The first box details the weapons being shipped: 2 Doshkas, 10 Kalashnikovs,
10 RPGs, and 3 mortar tubes.

The second box details the ammunition being shipped: 200 for Doshkas,
500 for Kalashnikovs, 30 for RPGs, and 9 for mortars.

The document is dated 22 February 2014 and signed by B.G. Omar Al Nagi in
Kassala.
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Inventory list of ammunition at the depot on 22 February 2014

The document reads as follows:
Top Secret

National Intelligence and Security Apparatus, Kassala Unit, Ammunition
Inventory

The box details the ammunition: 600 for Kalashnikovs; 500 for Tirab rifles;
900 for PKMs; 300 for Doshka; 16 for RPGs; 10 rounds for SPG-9 guns.

The document is dated 22 February 2014 and signed by B.G. Omar Al Nagqi in
Kassala.
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Abdurahman Mohamed Umar Osman

Mohamed Umar Ismail
Mohamed Abdi Yasin
Abdirahman Mahdi

Dr. Ibado Hirsi

Mohamed Nuur Abbas
Hussein Nuur

Ahmed Mehumed Mohamed
Abdukadir Sheik Hassan Hirmoge
Ahmed Yassin

Abdukerim Sheik Musse
Abdullahi Muktar

Ali Ahmed Hussein

Bedal Hassan

Ahmed Mejertain

Abdellahi Ahmed

Mohamed Sherif

Hassan Shekiye

Mohamed Yusuf

Abdukadir Gamadid
Professor Mohamed Wadi
Mohamed Ibrahim

Hassan Mohammed Macalin
Abdelahi Ogas

Faisal Dhahir

Chairman of the ONLF

Deputy Chairman of the ONLF

Secretary of the ONLF

Head of Foreign Relations of the ONLF

Head of Finance and Economic Affairs

Head of Strategic Planning of the Executive Committee
Head of Information and Public Relation Affairs
Head of Defense Affairs

Representative and Liaison in Australia

Head of Social Affairs

Head of General Command in Ethiopia

Head of Organizational Affairs and adviser to the Chairman
Deputy Head of Intelligence Affairs

Member of the Central Committee

Community Affairs Coordinator in the USA
Community Affairs Coordinator in Saudi Arabia
Member of the Committee and Commander
Secretary of the General Committee

Deputy Head of Economic Affairs

Member of the Central Committee

Member of the Central Committee

Member of the Central Committee

Deputy Head of Community Affairs in Denmark
Member of the Central Committee

ONLF Representative based in Asmara
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Below are three of the grenade pins that were found on ONLF fighters in 2011
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The Government of Entrea kindly Requests all

those whom it may concem to provide to the

bearer of this Laissez. Passer all assistance and

protection that may be deemed necessary while
abroad

sVl ppais S S e LYV LGS
Jula Ll 5&&: A Lhaay faelea K s
c;U’VJ\‘)&-L.“ oda 4yl UL
LAISSEZ-PASSER
No. 002176

Eritrean laissez-passer issued at the Eritrean Embassy in Pretoria, South Africa

ERITREA
HCH e RIS

LAISSEZ-PASSER
No. 002176

¢

SR

14-60682



S/2014/727

aadla

i !
& “
b &
2 -
- ~
3 :
A 1
i
oy o e
. . " L]
A nr‘ (KM:S’ ‘EMZE&"‘ me'&““ patl
ol Name
L'n! ot Rpenatd! G Ui i, Mo Jand!

i ————
(LD Cong. ¥ Orcupaso

k -
. ‘Qm‘m ard U Bl ) i L
Duie dod,| Page of Bk |
Syl = !:ﬁum'
g

e Gate

Vahedl il 5

14-60682 112/129



S/2014/727

Electronic ticket detailing the former fighter s travel from Johannesburg to Asmara
on 18 October 2012

COSMOS/GHEBREMICHAEL 180CT JNB CAI

This document is automatically generated.
Please do not respond to tnis mail.

ASMARA EGYPTAIR OFFICE DATE 100CTOBER12
BAHTI MESKEREM SQAURE-BLOCK NO 2 BOOKING REF 5AX0YS
ASMARA

TELEPHONE: COSMOS/GHEBREMICHAEL
FAX :

SERVICE FROM J TO

DEPART ARRIVE

EGYPTAIR - MS 840

THU 180CT JOHANNESBURG ZA CAIRO EG
2145 0540

NON STOP O.R. TAMBO INTL CAIRO
INTL 190CT

EQUIPMENT:AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A330-300
RESERVATICN CONFIRMED - K ECONOMY

EGYPTAIR - MS 833

FRI 190CT CRIRO EG ASMARA ER
2320 0310
NON STOP CAIRO INTL ASMARA
INTERNATIONA 200CT
EQUIPMENT:AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A320-100/200
{ RESERVATTON CONFIRMED - K ECONOMY

RESERVATION NUMBER(S) MS/5AX0YS

COSMOS/GHEBREMICHAEL : . TICKET:MS/ETKT 077
o 2414742403

CLICK THE FOLLOWING LINK TO ACCESS YOUR ONLINE ITINERARY

WWW . CHECKMYTRIP. COM/CMTSERVLET 2R=5AX0YS & L=GB&N-CO5MOS
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1. Sweden

Tax payment receipt
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Tax clearance form
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2. United Kingdom

A Letter addressed to the Eritrean Embassy, United Kingdom

The subject on the document is a resident in the United Kingdom and has been
asked to pay GBP 450 to a bank account. The letter also states that an advice of
credit will be sent upon completion of the payment by the subject.

TYE MEY S BT R et N 7 (g, Y
MLLANL +APY @A @ ,g"!"'a,.; Sy ,’!"!
THE STATE OF ERITREA
Mintefcy of Woretgn Affairs
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Letter addressed to Eritrea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Berhane Yemane
(An unofficial translation is provided below)

To the ministry of Foreign affairs

Mr Berhane Yemane

Greetings,

Mrs xxxx ID number xxxx, must pay GDP 450 (Four Hundred and fifty pound).
Please assist her where necessary. The monies mentions above, is money |
have paid of my free will.

name of Payee: XXxx

Stamp:
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On 18 December 2013, an Eritrean activist entered the premises of the Em-
bassy of Eritrea in London (96 White Lion Street, London N1 9PF), in order to doc-
ument the process of sending some items and packages to relatives and family in Er-
itrea. Mr. Tesfamariam wore a concealed camera and recorded the exchanges below
with an employee from the Embassy.136 During the exchange the individual is in-

structed that he has to fulfil his tax obligations to receive “clearance” before asking

for services such as a Power of Attorney.

138 The audio recording can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QyWkoZgBUeY.
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3. Canada

A verbatim transcript of a telephone conversation between an Eritrean national and
an official from the Consulate General of Eritrea in Toronto, Canada.

The Eritrean official informs the caller that he/she needs to fulfil the 2% tax
obligations in order to receive a renewal of her/his passport. The audio was recorded
in May 2014.
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