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Statement to the press on Liberian elections (8 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council reiterate their strong support for the
constructive role that the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), under the
leadership of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ellen Margrethe Lgj,
continues to play in accordance with its mandate.

The members of the Security Council reiterate their support for UNMIL’s
contribution to advancing the Liberian electoral process until its successful completion,
and the efforts of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the
African Union and others to provide observers for the elections.

The members of the Security Council are following closely recent developments
related to the second round of the presidential elections in Liberia, scheduled for 8
November, and are deeply concerned over statements urging a boycott of the election.
The members of the Security Council express particular concern over threats received
by National Elections Commission personnel.

The members of the Security Council call on all Liberian stakeholders to exercise
maximum restraint and work together to maintain confidence in the electoral process.
The members of the Security Council urge all parties to use existing appropriate
national mechanisms to resolve any complaints about the elections.

The members of the Security Council express their full support for the efforts of
ECOWAS in promoting dialogue in Liberia, and concur fully with its recent statement
urging all Liberian stakeholders not to miss this historic opportunity of consolidating
democracy and peace in the country, and to actively participate in the 8 November
poll.

Statement to the press on Liberian elections (18 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council commend the people of Liberia on the
completion of their presidential election of 8 November, which was free, fair and
transparent. They further commend the National Electoral Commission’s successful
organization of the electoral process, in accordance with Liberian law.

The members of the Security Council reiterate their appreciation for the work of
the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Ellen Margrethe Lgj, and the
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), in accordance with its mandate, to
promote security and to provide logistical support and to help create a free, fair and
peaceful environment for the Liberian electoral process. The members of the Security
Council express appreciation to the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), the African Union and others for their provision of election observers.
They call upon all parties to comply with the Liberian Constitution and to use legal
channels to settle electoral disputes.

The members of the Security Council are concerned by the violent events of
7 November. They welcome the Government of Liberia’s establishment of a Special
Independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate the events and determine the facts
and circumstances through independent and impartial proceedings that meet
international standards, in order to hold accountable those responsible.
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The members of the Security Council encourage the Liberian authorities to
continue to work with UNMIL towards achieving progress on the transition of security
responsibilities from UNMIL to the national authorities.

The members of the Security Council encourage all Liberians to remain
committed to the legitimate political process, to exercise maximum restraint and to
work together to promote enduring peace and stability.

The members of the Security Council call on all Liberian leaders to promote
meaningful reconciliation and inclusive dialogue in order to consolidate peace and
advance Liberia’s democratic development.

Statement to the press on the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(8 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council were briefed by Roger Meece, Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
and Margot Wallstréom, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual
Violence in Conflict, on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The members of the Security Council reiterated their call for credible and
peaceful elections, for which the Government of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo bears the primary responsibility. They reiterated their strong concern over
reports of election-related violence in the country, and called upon all parties to
campaign peacefully.

The members of the Security Council reminded all political leaders that they are
responsible for ensuring a peaceful process and called upon all stakeholders to
exercise restraint, support the work of the Commission électorale nationale
indépendante and resolve their differences peacefully. They further urged all
candidates and their supporters to refrain from any provocation or recourse to violence
throughout the electoral process.

They further stressed and supported the critical role played by the United Nations
Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO) in providing technical and logistical assistance for the elections and
promoting dialogue, as set out by resolution 1991 (2011). They recalled their request
to be regularly and timely briefed on the significant events of the electoral process and
on MONUSCO’s support to the process.

The members of the Security Council expressed their determination to continue
to closely follow the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in particular
the security conditions on the ground and the efforts to successfully conclude the
electoral process.

The members of the Security Council also reiterated their deep concern about the
persistent high levels of violence, especially sexual violence, and human rights
violations and abuses against civilians. They reiterated the urgent need for the swift
prosecution of all perpetrators of human rights violations and abuses, and urged the
Congolese authorities, with the support of MONUSCO, to implement the appropriate
responses to address this challenge. They commended MONUSCO for continuing its
efforts to implement its protection strategy.
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Statement to the press on the situation in Abyei
(4 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council were briefed by Hervé Ladsous,
Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, on the situation in Abyei,
including on recommendations for the expansion of the mandate of the United Nations
Interim Security Force in Abyei (UNISFA), on 6 and 11 October 2011.

The members of the Security Council welcomed the rapid deployment of
UNISFA and the assistance provided by the Government of Ethiopia, which has
enabled regular patrols to be carried out since 23 August. They encouraged UNISFA to
increase its patrols and air mobility, and requested continued reporting to the Security
Council.

The members of the Security Council deplored the failure of the Sudan Armed
Forces and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army to redeploy their forces from the
Abyei Area in accordance with the 20 June Agreement on Temporary Arrangements
for the Administration and Security of the Abyei Area (S/2011/384) and the
8 September decision of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee (S/2011/593). The
members of the Security Council underscored that there were no preconditions for the
implementation of the agreements signed by the parties, including the withdrawal of
forces. They underscored that both parties shall implement the above-mentioned
agreements in spirit and letter, and called upon both parties to redeploy any remaining
forces from the Abyei Area immediately and without precondition.

The members of the Security Council also called upon both parties to finalize the
establishment of the Abyei Area Administration and the Abyei Police Service, and to
continue regular meetings of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee.

The members of the Security Council reiterated that the Government of Sudan
and the Government of South Sudan must extend their full cooperation to UNISFA.
They called upon the Government of Sudan to facilitate the deployment of UNISFA by
issuing visas to UNISFA personnel and granting flight permissions in a timely fashion,
and welcomed the recent issuance of visas for UNISFA support staff.

The members of the Security Council stressed the urgency for both countries to
facilitate the safe return of internally displaced persons and provide unfettered
humanitarian access to the area. They emphasized the need for a safe and cooperative
migration season.

The members of the Security Council expressed readiness to consider additional
mandated tasks for UNISFA in support of the 30 July Agreement on the Border
Monitoring Support Mission between the Government of Sudan and the Government
of South Sudan (S/2011/510), and in this regard reiterated the importance of all parties
fulfilling the commitments already undertaken in the above-referenced agreements.

The members of the Security Council affirmed the importance and urgency for
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement [CPA] Parties, including during their
negotiations under the auspices of the African Union High-Level Implementation
Panel and its Chair, President Thabo Mbeki, to resolve peacefully all outstanding CPA
issues, including the final status of Abyei. In this regard, the members of the Security
Council welcomed the 9 October meeting between the Presidents of Sudan and South
Sudan as a sign of their intention to develop good-neighbourly relations and to fully
implement their agreements on interim arrangements for Abyei. They urged both
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Governments to pursue this dialogue, including through regular meetings of the Joint
Political and Security Mechanism, which should deliver tangible progress.

Statement to the press following attack on United Nations Darfur mission
(7 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council condemned in the strongest terms the
attack on a UNAMID [African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur]
patrol in Darfur on 6 November, in which one peacekeeper was killed and two were
injured.

The members of the Security Council expressed their condolences to the family
of the peacekeeper killed in the attack, as well as to the Government of Sierra Leone.
They called on the Government of Sudan to bring the perpetrators to justice, and
stressed that there must be an end to impunity for those who attack peacekeepers.

The members of the Security Council reiterated their full support for UNAMID
and called on all parties in Darfur to cooperate with the mission.

Statement to the press on the situation in Yemen (28 November 2011)

On 28 November, the members of the Security Council heard a briefing on the
situation in Yemen from the United Nations Special Adviser, Jamal Benomar, and the
Deputy Director for the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
Coordination and Response division, Philippe Lazzarini.

The members of the Security Council commended the efforts of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) and of the United Nations Special Adviser, Mr. Benomar.
They welcomed the agreement by the parties, on the basis of the Gulf Cooperation
Council initiative, as well as the signing of the initiative by the President of Yemen,
and the signing by the parties of the implementation mechanism, thus beginning the
period of peaceful transition of power, as called for in Security Council resolution
2014 (2011).

The members of the Security Council agreed that the Gulf Cooperation Council
initiative and implementation mechanism must now be implemented in a serious,
transparent and timely manner, and in a spirit of inclusion and reconciliation. They
noted the Security Council’s support for Yemen in its efforts to reach key milestones in
the implementation plan, and expected the parties to honour the timetable set out in the
agreement, including the formation of a Government of National Consensus,
presidential elections within 90 days, a national dialogue, a constitutional review and a
programme of reforms that start to tackle the profound humanitarian, economic and
security challenges that Yemen faces.

The members of the Security Council reaffirmed their commitment to the
territorial integrity and unity of Yemen. They urged all the parties to reject violence,
refrain from any further provocations and to fully implement Security Council
resolution 2014 (2011). The members of the Security Council reiterated that all those
responsible for violence, human rights violations and abuses should be held
accountable. They deplored the violence on 24 November that reportedly led to five
deaths in Sana’a. The members of the Security Council emphasized the need for
increased and unimpeded humanitarian access to address the growing crisis. The
members of the Security Council also called on all the Yemeni parties to work with the
increasing support of the United Nations, international community and the GCC
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countries, immediately towards achieving peace, stability and reconciliation, as well as
alleviating the humanitarian and economic situation in Yemen.

The members of the Security Council welcomed the efforts of the good offices of
the Secretary-General and the dispatch of the United Nations electoral assistance
mission. They reaffirmed their intention to continue to actively monitor the security,
political and humanitarian situation in Yemen and the implementation of Security
Council resolution 2014 (2011). They looked forward to a further update on the
situation within 30 days, including on the status of the implementation of the political
transition agreements.

Statement to the press on Nigeria (8 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council condemned in the strongest terms the
terrorist attacks that occurred in Damaturu and Potiskum, Nigeria, on 4 November
2011, causing numerous deaths and injuries.

The members of the Security Council expressed their deep sympathy and
condolences to the victims of these heinous crimes and their families, and to the
people and Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

The members of the Security Council reaffirmed that terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations is criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of its motivation, wherever,
whenever and by whomsoever committed, and should not be associated with any
religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic group.

The members of the Security Council reaffirmed the need to combat by all means,
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, threats to international peace
and security caused by terrorist acts.

The members of the Security Council reminded States that they must ensure that
measures taken to combat terrorism comply with all their obligations under
international law, in particular international human rights, refugee and humanitarian
law.

The members of the Security Council underlined the need to bring perpetrators,
organizers, financiers and sponsors of these reprehensible acts of terrorism to justice,
and urged all States, in accordance with their obligations under international law and
relevant Security Council resolutions, to cooperate actively with the Nigerian
authorities in this regard.

The members of the Security Council reiterated their determination to combat all
forms of terrorism, in accordance with its responsibilities under the Charter of the
United Nations.

Statement to the press on attacks against diplomatic premises in Syria
(15 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council condemned in the strongest terms the
attacks against several embassies and consular premises in Syria, which have resulted
in intrusions into diplomatic and consular premises, causing serious damage.

The members of the Security Council recalled the fundamental principle of the
inviolability of diplomatic and consular premises and the obligations on host
Governments, including under the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
and under the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, to take all appropriate
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steps to protect diplomatic and consular premises against any intrusion or damage, and
prevent any disturbance of the peace of these missions or impairment of their dignity.

In this context, recalling the press statement of 12 July 2011 (Press Release
SC/10321) and expressing their deep concern at the repetition of such attacks, the
members of the Security Council reiterated their call on the Syrian authorities to
protect diplomatic and consular property and personnel, and fully respect their
international obligations in this regard.

Statement to the press on attacks against United Kingdom diplomatic premises
in Iran (29 November 2011)

The members of the Security Council condemned in the strongest terms the
attacks against the United Kingdom’s embassy in Tehran, Iran, which resulted in
intrusions into the diplomatic and consular premises, causing serious damage.

The members of the Security Council recalled the fundamental principle of the
inviolability of diplomatic and consular premises, and the obligations on host
Governments, including under the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
and the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, to take all appropriate steps to
protect diplomatic and consular premises against any intrusion or damage, and to
prevent any disturbance of the peace of these missions or impairment of their dignity.

In this context, and expressing their deep concern at such attacks, the members of
the Security Council called on the Iranian authorities to protect diplomatic and
consular property and personnel, and to respect fully their international obligations in
this regard.
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