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On instructions frommy CGovernnent, | have the honour to transmt to you
herewith the final communi qué adopted by the Suprenme Council of the Qulf
Cooperation Council at its eighteenth session, held in Kuwait from20 to
22 Decenber 1997.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circul ated as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Mohammad A ABULHASAN
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Fi nal communi qué adopted by the Suprenme Council of the Gulf
Cooperation Council at its eighteenth session, held in
Kuwait from?20 to 22 Decenber 1997

At the invitation of H s H ghness Shei kh Jaber Al - Ahmad Al -Jaber Al - Sabah,
Amir of Kuwait, the Supreme Council of the @ulf Cooperation Council (GCC) held
its eighteenth session in Kuwait from 20 to 22 Decenber 1997 under the
chai rmanship of H s H ghness the AmMr. The neeting was attended by:

H s Hi ghness Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, President of the United
Arab Emrates;

H s Hi ghness Shei kh Isa Bin Salman Al Khalifa, Amr of Bahrain

H s Royal H ghness Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul -Aziz Al Saud, Crown Prince,
Deputy Prinme M nister and Commander of the National Guard of Saudi Arabia;

H's Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said of Qran; and
H s Hi ghness Shei kh Hamad Bin Khalifah Al Thani, Amr of Qatar.

H s Excell ency Shei kh Jam | |brahi mal -Hegel an, Secretary-General of the
@ul f Cooperation Council, also participated in the neeting.

The Suprene Council reviewed the progress nade in cooperation and joint
action in the political, security, mlitary, economc, social and |egal fields
since its seventeenth session. |t considered the reports and recomendati ons
submtted by the GCC Mnisterial Conmttees and the Mnisterial Council, and it
affirmed its sincere desire to pronote the worthy goals enshrined in the GCC
Statute and to nake further progress on a w der and nore conprehensive scale in
order to keep pace with changes at the regional and international |evels and
neet the aspirations of the GCC nenber States and their peoples for security,
stability and prosperity in the region

Progress nmade in cooperation

Advi sory Board of the Suprene Counci

Inits desire to strengthen the role of the citizen in pronoting GCC
activities, the Supreme Council decided to establish an Advisory Board
consisting of citizens of menber States having the necessary expertise and
conpetence in order to provide advice on matters referred to it by the Council.

Mlitary matters

In the mlitary field, the Council approved the decisions taken by the
m ni sters of defence at their sixteenth nmeeting, held in Doha, and in particul ar
those relating to practical steps to establish a secure mlitary conmunications
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networ k anmong nenber States, to radar coverage and early warning systems and to
mlitary exercises.

The Council expressed its satisfaction at the progress nade in mlitary
cooperation in all fields and stressed the inportance of continuing to inplenent
all aspects of mlitary cooperation and of increasing the efficiency of the
col l ective defence capability of nenber States with a view to pronoting their
unity of purpose and their comon affiliation and destiny.

Security matters

Wth regard to security issues, the Council endorsed the decisions taken by
the mnisters of the interior at their sixteenth neeting, including those
relating to the easing of formalities for the novenent of citizens and the fl ow
of goods and trade anobng nenber States. These included, nost significantly, a
deci sion to issue machi ne-readabl e passports to citizens of nenber States within
a maxi mum of two years so as to dispense with the need for citizens to conplete
entry and exit cards in those countries in which they are still in use and the
decision to inmprove services at overland crossing-points by increasing the
productivity of personnel and the use of the nobst advanced equi prment.

Economic nmtters

The Council reviewed the reports and conclusions of the neetings of the
M ni sterial Comm ttees concerning progress nmade in econom c cooperation between
nmenber St at es.

In the context of the formation of a custons union anong the GCC States and
the conpletion of the procedures necessary for the establishment of a unified
custons tariff vis-a-vis the outside world, the Council took note of the
agreenments reached in the Conmttee on Financial and Econom c Cooperation and
expressed satisfaction at the progress made in the classification of goods. It
gave instructions for procedures for the establishment of the customs union to
be carried through, including the proposed unification of duties on schedul ed
goods, and approved the date of entry into force of the unified custons tariff
for nenber States.

Stressing the inportance of cooperation and |inkage anong nmenber States in
the field of banking and of the strengthening of that sector, the Counci
decided to permt national banks in menber States to open branches in other
nenber States subject to the relevant controls. It also decided to permt the
@il f International Bank to open branches in menber States.

Enphasi zing the |inked econom ¢ interests of menber States and the
i nportance of the coordination of their infrastructure projects, the Counci
gave instructions for inplenentation to begin on phase | of the electricity
I i nkage project and agreed that it should be owned and operated by an
i ndependent body run on commercial principles.

Further to the steps taken by nenber States to update their economc
regul ations as they relate to the encouragenent of investnent and in order to
attract private-sector investnent both at hone and from abroad, the Supreme
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Council authorized the Mnisterial Council to adopt a nodel |aw for the

encour agenent of foreign investnment in nmenber States. It assessed the econonic
situation in nmenber States and expressed satisfaction at the flourishing state
of their economies. |t comended the investnents nmade by the private sector in

all econom c sectors and activities.

The Council further took note of the paper presented by Kuwait on the
strategi ¢ aspects of the devel opnent and econonmic integration of GCC nenber
States and of the positive concepts and basic elenments set forth therein for a
strategy for the nmedium and | ong-term econom c devel opnent of nenber States.
It decided to refer the paper to the Conmittee on Financial and Econonic
Cooperation for consideration

Legal affairs

The Council approved the GCC Unified Civil Code (known as the Kuwait
docunent) and the GCC Unified Crimnal Code (known as the Doha docunent), which
are derived fromlslamc law. Both are nodel codes that contribute to the
uni fication of the | egal systenms of nmenber States.

Man and the environnment

The Suprene Council reviewed the recommendati ons of the Mnisterial Counci
on cooperation in matters relating to man and the environnent.

The Council appreciates the steps being taken to fill posts with nationals
of menmber States and to facilitate the novenent of national manpower anong GCC
States. It affirns the inportance of pursuing population policies that wll

ensure the honmogeneity, stability and security of the peoples of nenber States.

In the field of environnmental protection, the Supreme Council approved
three ordi nances: on the conservation and pronoti on of nature; on the handling
of radioactive substances; and on waste nanagenent and the procedures to be
followed in the movenent of hazardous waste between nmenber States in accordance
with the international regulations on such matters that represent a mninmmin
terms of requirenments for protection

Fol | owi ng the decision taken by the mnisters of the interior at their
sixteenth neeting, the Council decided to approve the mechani sms and procedures
for facilitating novenents and exchanges of nenbers between agricultural centres
in menber States.

Political affairs

Inpl enentation by Irag of the Security Council resolutions relating to its
aggr essi on _agai nst Kuwai t

The Council discussed progress made in the inplenentation by Iraq of the
Security Council resolutions relating to its aggression against Kuwait. It
stressed that the Iragi Governnent nust inplenment all of the rel evant Security
Council resolutions without selectivity, especially those relating to the
elimnation of the weapons of mass destruction still in lIraq s possession, the

/...
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rel ease of Kuwaiti and third-country prisoners, the return of all Kuwaiti
property and the requirenment to refrain fromhostile or provocative acts agai nst
nei ghbouring States in conpliance with Security Council resolution 949 (1994).

The Council affirms that Irag's invasion and occupati on of Kuwait were a
violation of the inter-Arab and internati onal covenants and of the internationa
rule of law. It is therefore incunbent on Irag to acknow edge that it violated
the Pact of the League of Arab States and the Joint Defence and Economic
Cooperation Treaty between the States of the Arab League, as well as the Charter
of the United Nations, when it occupied the State of Kuwait. The Council calls
upon lraq to take the necessary steps to denonstrate its peaceful intentions
towards Kuwait and the States of the region by word and deed so as to spare the
region the calamities that would arise fromany repetition of such a catastrophe
and ensure the security and stability of all the States of the region

The Council expressed deep concern at the dangerous escal ati on caused by
the tense situation between Iraq and the United Nations resulting fromthe
continued conceal nent by the Iraqi Governnent of dangerous and deadly bi ol ogi ca
and chem cal weapons that threaten the lives of the fraternal Iragi people and

the other peoples of the region. In this connection, the Council comrended the
cohesion of the international position, as represented by that of the Security
Council, with regard to the recent escalation. It reaffirmed its support for

t he Special Conm ssion charged with elimnating Iraqgi weapons of mass
destruction and for its Executive Chairman in the context of the inplenmentation
of their mandate, and it renewed its call to the Iragi Government to cooperate
fully with the Special Comm ssion without restrictions or conditions. The
Counci | enphasized that Iraq nust inplenent all of the relevant Security Counci
resolutions in order to bring about a mtigation of the sanctions and alleviate
the suffering of the Iragi people. The GCC nenber States are synpathetic to
that suffering, and they wel coned in that connection the oil-for-food formula
under which food and medical requirenents are provided to the fraternal Iraq
people. They have simlarly wel conmed every initiative for the mtigation of
their suffering.

The Council has been followi ng the recent devel opnents in the situation in
northern lraqg, and it has expressed concern at the possible repercussions of
t hose devel opnents for the region. It reaffirned its constant position that the
i ndependence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Irag nust be preserved.

The occupation of the three islands belonging to the United Arab Emrates, and
relations with Iran

(a) The occupation of the three islands belonging to the United Arab
Enm r ates

The Council considered devel opnents in the situation with respect to the
Greater Tub, the Lesser Tub and Abu Miusa, islands that belong to the United Arab
Emrates. It reaffirmed its great sadness at the Islamc Republic of Iran's
continued refusal to respond to the earnest and sincere appeals nmade to it by
the United Arab Enmirates and by regional and international organizations for a
peaceful settlenent to the dispute.
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The Council also reviewed the statenents by the President of the Islamc
Republic of Iran, H's Excellency M. Mhamad Khatenmi, in which he expressed his
desire to nmeet with the President of the United Arab Emirates, H s Hi ghness
Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and it heard H s H ghness wel cone this
approach. The Council wel comed any neeting between the | eaders of the two
countri es.

Reaf firm ng the sovereignty of the United Arab Emrates over the three
islands and its unconditional support for all the peaceful neasures it is taking
to re-establish its sovereignty over them the Council again urges the Iranian
Governnment to end its occupation of the islands, to desist fromits policy of
i nposing faits acconplis, to refrain frombuilding any further installations
there with a view to changing the denographic conposition of the islands, to
rescind all unilateral nmeasures taken in the past and renove all of the
installations built, and to resolve the present dispute by peaceful means in
accordance with the principles and rules of international |aw including
agreenent to refer the issue to the International Court of Justice.

(b) Relations with Iran

The Council discussed devel oprments in connection with relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran in accordance with the established positions of its
menber States with regard to the pronotion of good relations with it based on
good- nei ghbourl i ness, mutual respect and non-interference in the interna
affairs of other States and in the light of the positive statenents nade by
Irani an | eaders concerning the intentions of the Government of Iran to endeavour
to turn a new page in relations with GCC nenber States. It expressed the hope
that the com ng period would witness a positive and concrete evolution in
rel ati ons between the two sides with a view to building mutual confidence and
placing relations on a firmfoundation so as to achieve security and stability
in the region.

The peace process in the M ddl e East

The Council considered the peace process in the Mddle East and its
suspension as a result of the Israeli Government's failure to discharge the
obligations inmposed on it by the interimagreenents concluded with the
Pal esti nians and of the adoption of unilateral neasures that pre-enpt the final-
status negotiations. These measures include the building and expansi on of
settlenents, the expropriation of Palestinian |and, the inposition of an
econom ¢ enbargo on Pal estinian citizens and the curtail ment of opportunities
for econom c developnment in the Palestinian territory, all of which are
i nconpatible with the spirit of the peace process, the principles on which it
was based and the provisions of the agreenents concluded within its framework.

The Council expresses its unconditional rejection of such policies and
practices on the part of the Israeli Government, and it urges it to discharge
all of its obligations under the agreenents concluded with the Pal estine
Li beration Organization and, primarily, to carry out the redepl oynent in the
West Bank in all its stages and begin the final-status negotiations with the
Pal estinians. This will bring about a conplete Israeli withdrawal fromthe
Pal estinian territories occupied in 1967 and will enable the Pal estinian people

l...
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to exercise all of its legitimate national rights, including the right to
establish an i ndependent State on its national soil with its capital at
Jerusalem The Council further urges the Israeli CGovernnent to resume

negoti ations on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks fromthe point reached in the
previous rounds. It calls for Israel's conplete w thdrawal fromthe occupied
Syrian Arab Golan to the boundary line of 4 June 1967 in accordance with
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), for its conplete

wi t hdrawal from southern Lebanon and the western Bekaa, and for all occupied
Lebanese territory to be restored to Lebanese sovereignty in accordance with
Security Council resolution 425 (1978).

The Council appreciates the efforts nmade by the United States
Adm nistration in support of the peace process in the Mddle East, as well as
t hose of the Russian Federation, and it calls upon the co-sponsors to maintain
and strengthen their role in promoting the resunption of the negotiations on al
tracks and the restoration of the peace process to its nornmal and proper course.

The Council commends the international consensus in support of the
mai nt enance of the peace process in the Mddle East, of the need to fulfi
existing conmtnents and of the resunption of negotiations on the basis of the
rel evant United Nations resolutions and the principle of land for peace with a
view to achieving a just and conprehensive peace. |In this connection, the
Counci| appreciates the efforts made by the European Union and its nmenber States
and the political and econom ¢ support they provide to the Pal estinian Nationa
Aut hority.

Eli m nati on of weapons of nmss destruction

The Council expressed concern at the persistence of programes for weapons
of mass destruction in the region and called for action to transformthe M ddle
East region, including the Gulf, into a zone free of all weapons of nass
destruction, including nuclear weapons. The Council affirmed that |srael nust
accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons and submit all
of its nuclear facilities to the International Atom c Energy Agency inspection
regi me.

Extremi sm violence and terrorism

The Council affirnms once nore that extrem sm violence and terrorismare
gl obal phenonena that are not restricted to any particul ar people or region, and
it reaffirns its condemati on of such phenonmena and its categorical rejection of
all forms of violence and terrorismfrom whatever source they may cone. The
Counci| expressed its regret that certain States had sheltered extrem st
terrorist elements on grounds of protecting human rights, and it calls upon
those States to distinguish between such rights and the devastating terrorist
actions and practices in which these el enents engage and which threaten the
security and integrity of States and place their citizens and residents in the
greatest jeopardy. It further urges these States to endeavour to prevent such
el enents and extremi st and terrorist groups fromusing their territory and
exploiting their laws in order to obtain funding and weapons and from engagi ng
in any other activities that threaten the security and integrity of States, and
it calls for the conclusion of an international convention to combat terrorism

l...
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The Council further rejects and condems the interference of the European
Parliament and other bodies in judicial matters and in the adm nistration of
justice in GCC nenber States, and it regards this as unacceptable interference
in their internal affairs that may encourage the perpetration of crines and
terrorist actions and thus have an adverse inpact on security and stability in
t he region.

In concluding its work, the Council wel coned the decision of the Eighth
Islamc Sumit Conference, held in Tehran from9 to 11 Decenber 1997, that Qatar
shoul d host the NNnth Sunmit, to be held in Doha in the year 2000.

The Council expressed its deep appreciation to H s Hi ghness Shei kh Jaber
Al - Ahnmad Al - Jaber Al -Sabah, Amir of Kuwait, and to the Governnent and peopl e of
Kuwait for their warm wel cone, generous hospitality and sincere fraterna
sentinents, comendi ng the arrangenents nade to host the neeting.

The | eaders of the GCC menber States al so commended the maj or role played
by Hi s Hi ghness Shei kh Jaber Al -Ahnmad Al -Jaber Al -Sabah, Amr of Kuwait and
Chai rman of the Supreme Council's current session, in the conduct of the
neetings held. This had the greatest inpact in ensuring that inportant
deci sions and concl usi ons were reached in the endeavour to fulfil the
aspirations of the peoples of the GCC States.

The Suprene Council |ooks forward to neeting, God willing, at its
ni neteenth session, to be held in the United Arab Emirates in Decenber 1998 at
the kind invitation of Hi s Highness Shei kh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, President
of the United Arab Em rates.



