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LETTER DATED 27 JANUARY 1998 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF | SRAEL TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE
SECRETARY- GENERAL

| wish torefer tothe letter dated 6 January 1998 from the Permanent
Representative of Lebanon to the Secretary-General (S/1998/7), requesting the
extension of the mandate of the United Nations InterimForce in Lebanon (UN FIL)
for a further period of six nonths.

As on previous occasions, nost recently in our letter to you dated
30 July 1997 (S/1997/603), | amobliged to respond to a nunber of incorrect or
m sl eadi ng points made in the Lebanese letter.

These mi sconceptions arise fromthe failure to recognize the sinple fact
that the fundanmental cause of the volatile situation in South Lebanon is the
hei nous terrorist activity carried out by H zbollah and other terrorist
organi zati ons, both Lebanese and Pal estinian, acting under its unbrella. Not
only is the Governnent of Lebanon unable or unwilling to prevent the use of
Lebanese territory as a base for aggression against Israel, but, in clear
violation of international |aw and the Charter of the United Nations, it
supports and encourages such activity, together with other States well known for
their support of international terrorism

In these circunstances, |srael has no choi ce what soever but to exercise its
right of self-defence in order to protect the lives of the civilian popul ation
inits northern towns and villages. |srael has repeatedly explained that it has
no territorial clains or anbitions in South Lebanon and that, were the
Governnent of Lebanon to conply with its obligation to dismantle terrorist
infrastructure and to prevent attacks on Israel, there would be no reason for an
Israeli presence in this area.

Inthis context, | would like to clarify Israel's position with regard to
Security Council resolution 425 (1978). As clearly stated by Israel's Mnister
of Defence in a recent interview for the magazine Al -Watan Al -Arabi, Israel is
ready to inplenent the provisions of the resolution. However, resolution
425 (1978) does not call for an unconditional withdrawal; Israel is prepared to
i mpl ement the withdrawal envisaged in the resolution, but only within a
framework that will ensure the inplenentation of all elenments of the resolution
including inplenentation of UNIFIL's expressly stated goals of the "restoring of
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international peace and security" and "assisting the Government of Lebanon in
ensuring the return of its effective authority in the area". Such effective
authority woul d obviously have to include, inter alia, arrangenents for the
protection of all residents of the area.

Once again | avail nyself of this opportunity to call upon the Governnent
of Lebanon to return to the negotiating table and engage in dial ogue to achi eve
a treaty of peace within the framework of the M ddl e East peace process, which
woul d ensure peace and security for both sides. Wre the Government of Lebanon
to expend the energy that it currently devotes to distributing msinformation
instead of to conbating the terrorist activities withinits territory and
engaging in face-to-face negotiations, the prospects for peace al ong our border
woul d be greatly increased

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as a
docunent of the Security Council

(Signed) Ambassador Dore GOLD
Per manent Representative



