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LETTER DATED 5 JANUARY 1998 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL ADDRESSED
TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to informyou and, through you, the nenbers of the
Security Council that, pursuant to paragraph 8 (a) (ii) of Council resolution
986 (1995), the Iraqgi CGovernnent has submtted to me its plan for the purchase
and distribution of humanitarian supplies during the additional period specified
in Security Council resolution 1143 (1997). The Iraqi Government was informed
today that | had approved that plan on the understanding that its inplenentation
woul d be governed by resolutions 986 (1995) and 1143 (1997) and the nmenorandum
of understandi ng, and woul d be wi thout prejudice to the procedures followed by
the Security Council Committee established by resolution 661 (1990).

A copy of the list of supplies and goods acconpanying the distribution wll
be made available to the Commttee. This |list has been scrutinized by experts
of the United Nations Special Commi ssion, who have noted that sone of the itens
appearing on it would be subject to notification under the nechani smfor
nonitoring exports and inports that was adopted by the Council in its resolution
1051 (1996). The list of items in question is also being forwarded to the
Committee. The distribution plan and the letter conveying ny acceptance of the
pl an are attached.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN

98- 00236 (E) 070198 070198 /...



S/1998/ 4

Engl i sh
Page 2
Annex |
[Original: English]
Letter dated 5 January 1998 fromthe Executive
Director of the Ofice of the Irag Programe
addressed to the Permanent Representative of
lrag to the United Nations
On behal f of the Secretary-Ceneral, | wi sh to acknow edge receipt, under

cover of your letter dated 5 January 1998 addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral, of
the revised distribution plan submtted by your Governnment for the third phase,
and would like to informyou that | have been authorized by the Secretary-
Ceneral to convey in this respect the foll ow ng.

Security Council resolutions 986 (1995) and 1143 (1997) require that Iraq
shal | guarantee, on the basis of a plan subnmitted and approved by the Secretary-
Ceneral, equitable distribution of nmedicine, health supplies, foodstuffs, and
material s and supplies for essential civilian needs (humanitarian supplies)
exported to Iraqg under the conditions defined by those resolutions. The
nenor andum of under st andi ng concl uded on 20 May 1996 between the United Nations
Secretariat and the Government of lraq for the inplenentation of resolution
986 (1995) provides that the Governnent of Iraq shall prepare a distribution
pl an describing in detail the procedures to be followed by the conpetent Iraq
authorities with a view to ensuring equitable distribution of humanitarian
supplies and submit such plan to the Secretary-General for approval. The
nenorandum states in this regard that if the Secretary-Ceneral is satisfied that
the plan adequately ensures equitable distribution of humanitarian supplies to
the Iraqgi popul ation throughout the country, he will so informthe Governnent of
I rag.

| have the honour to informthe Governnment of Iraq through you that, having
exam ned the distribution plan, the Secretary-CGeneral has cone to the concl usion
that the distribution plan for the third phase as finally submtted on
5 January 1998, if properly inplenmented, should neet the requirenents of
equitabl e distribution of humanitarian goods to the Iraqi popul ati on throughout
the country. The distribution plan is, therefore, approved with the follow ng
under st andi ng.

The approval of the distribution plan is subject to the condition that its
i mpl ementation is governed by the relevant provisions of Security Counci
resol utions 986 (1995) and 1143 (1997) and the menorandum of understandi ng and
that, in case of inconsistency between the particular provisions of the plan, on
the one hand, and the resolutions and the nenorandum of understandi ng, on the
other, the provisions of the latter docunents shall prevail

As to the needs of the vulnerable groups referred to in the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral of 2 June 1997 (S/1997/419), pursuant to the responsibilities
of the Secretary-CGeneral under Security Council resolutions 986 (1995) and
1143 (1997) to determ ne and report on the adequacy of resources to neet the
hurmani tari an needs of the lIraqi population, the United Nations will continue to
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observe the situation of such groups in the Iight of the assurances of your
Government contained in the letter fromthe Mnister for Foreign Affairs of
Iraq, dated 30 July 1997, that the needs of such groups will be net by the
Governnent outside the framework of the relevant Security Council resol utions.

The approval of the distribution plan is without prejudice to the
procedures to be enployed by the Security Council Committee established by
resol ution 661 (1990) concerning export to Irag of parts and equi pment which are
essential for the safe operation of the Kirkuk-Yunurtalik pipeline systemin
I raqg.

The plan includes a categorized list of supplies and goods to be purchased
and i nported under the distribution plan. The approval of the plan is without
prejudice to actions that mght be taken by the Security Council Committee
regardi ng applications for export of particular items contained in the |ist
submtted for the Cormittee's consideration in accordance with its procedures.

Li kewi se, the categorized list contains certain itenms the export of which
to lraq nmust be notified to the joint unit established by Security Counci
resol ution 1051 (1996) as these items will be subject to nonitoring because of
their possible dual use for civilian or for prohibited purposes under Security
Counci| resolution 687 (1991) and other rel evant resol utions.

The approval of the distribution plan submtted by the Government of Iraq
does not necessarily constitute an endorsenent of all information or statements
contained in the plan.

It should be noted that the approval of the plan is without prejudice to
any recommendations that may be contained in a supplenmentary report referred to
in paragraph 6 of resolution 1143 (1997), which the Secretary-General intends to
submt to the Security Council

(Signed) Benon V. SEVAN
Executive Director
Ofice of the Iraq Progranmme
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Letter dated 5 January 1998 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
lrag to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Genera
On instructions fromm CGovernnent, | have the honour to enclose the

revised distribution plan subnmtted by the Government of the Republic of Iraq in
accordance with resolution 1143 (1997) and the nenorandum of under st andi ng.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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