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1. The present report is subnmitted pursuant to the Security Council's request
i n paragraph 16 of its resolution 1117 (1997) of 27 June 1997. M report on

t hose aspects of the resolution that relate to the United Nations Peacekeepi ng
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) was submitted to the Council on 8 Decenber
(S/1997/962). The present report refers to ny good offices m ssion.

2. In a communication dated 17 April 1997 addressed to the President of the
Counci | (S/1997/320), | stated ny determination to pursue intensified efforts to
bring about a conprehensive settlenent of the Cyprus problemand ny hope that it
woul d be possible to convene direct tal ks between the two comunity |eaders. In
the sane communication | infornmed the Council that | had decided to appoint

M. Diego Cordovez as ny Special Adviser on Cyprus with effect from28 April.

3. In the nost recent communication on nmy good of fices mssion, dated

20 June 1997 (S/1997/480), | informed the Council that earlier that nonth | had
witten to the two |leaders inviting themto a session of face-to-face

di scussions in July. | envisaged that the first session would be foll owed by

anot her one in August and by a third one, if necessary.

4. The first round of tal ks was held at Troutbeck, Dutchess County, New York,
from9 to 12 July. In ny opening statenment at the talks | stated that for

29 years the |l eaders of the two comunities had engaged in discussions about

i ssues that had been identified as the nost crucial. These discussions were
based on concepts and approaches that successive Secretaries-CGeneral had put
forward in accordance with Security Council resolutions. | stressed that the
search for peace in Cyprus should therefore continue and noted that

i nternational backing for a negotiated solution was firmer than ever. The
support of the Security Council had been consistently unequivocal and the
presence at the tal ks of special envoys froma |arge nunmber of countries was
proof of the high priority that the international comunity attached to a viable
and conprehensi ve sol ution

5. The Troutbeck round of talks was held in a constructive and friendly

at nosphere. The two | eaders initiated the consideration of a draft statenent
intended to | aunch the process of negotiations that | had suggested, to set out
the principles and objectives of the settlenent and to establish the nodalities
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for future negotiations. The two |eaders affirmed throughout the talks their
determ nation to reach a settlement. They subsequently met in Nicosia with ny
Deputy Special Representative, M. Qustave Feissel, to consider humanitarian
matters. An agreenent to achieve progress on the issue of m ssing persons was
concl uded on 31 July.

6. The second round of talks was held at dion-sur-Mntreux, Swtzerland, from
11 to 15 August. At the opening, the Turkish Cypriot |eader informed nmy Specia
Advi ser that, in the light of the publication by the European Union of a
docunment entitled "Agenda 2000", and pending clarification of some of the
statenents contained in that docunment, he would participate in further

di scussions with the Greek Cypriot |eader and with ny Special Adviser but would
not be able to adopt any fornmal understandi ngs or agreements. Two further
versions of the draft statenent were considered but the tal ks ended
inconclusively. In the circunstances, an early third round of tal ks would have
been unproducti ve.

7. In discussions | had in New York with the | eaders of the Geek Cypriot and
the Turkish Cypriot communities, on 6 Cctober and 3 Novenber, respectively, |
urged both | eaders to show their political will to reach a settlenent and to
nake a special effort to see recent developnents in a positive light. | also
informed themthat | had instructed M. Cordovez to travel to Nicosia in
response to the invitations that the two | eaders had extended to himat dion

8. My Special Adviser visited Nicosia from18 to 21 Novenber for consultations
with the | eaders of the two communities. He also net with the political party

| eaders of the two communities and was briefed by nmy Deputy Specia
Representative and Chief of Mssion on the overall situation and by the Force
Comander and senior officers of UNFICYP on the operation of the Force.

M. Cordovez subsequently visited Athens, Ankara and London, the capitals of the
three Guarantor Powers, and Brussels. At the request of the specia
representatives on Cyprus, on 27 Novenber M. Cordovez participated in a neeting
held in Paris. On 2 Decenber M. Cordovez briefed the menbers of the Security
Council on all the discussions held during his trip and expl ai ned the new
factors and circunstances, which will undoubtedly have a bearing on ny good
offices mssion in the nonths ahead.

9. The nmessage that | asked M. Cordovez to convey to the two comunity

| eaders, and to the Governnments of Geece, Turkey and the United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, was that | remained commtted to continue ny
good offices mssion at the earliest appropriate tine, bearing in mnd that the
el ectoral process is now quite naturally engaging the priority attention of the
Greek Cypriot |eader and his community. Heads of CGovernnent and high-1eve
officials of many interested Menber States, who are thoughtfully follow ng ny
endeavours in this context, have urged ne to do so, and | continue to feel that
to allow the present status quo, which is precarious, to continue would entai
seri ous danger.

10. During the consultations in Cyprus M. Cordovez proposed, and the two
comunity | eaders agreed, that he should return to Nicosia in March 1998 in
order to discuss the detailed nodalities of a continuing process of negotiations
and hopefully set it in motion. The Turkish Cypriot |eader raised with
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M. Cordovez questions regarding the status of the interlocutors at future
talks. M Special Adviser noted that, in accordance with the nandate given to
the Secretary-General by the Security Council, the m ssion of good offices on
Cyprus was with the two comunities, on an equal footing, and that the
Secretary-Ceneral and all his representatives had been scrupul ous in observing
the political equality of the two communities and their |eaders.

11. | remain convinced that it is essential to adopt new approaches and to
ensure that the two comunity |leaders will enter upon, as soon as possible, a
conti nui ng and sustai ned process of negotiations that will focus on the
preparation of the actual |egal instrunents that will constitute the settlenent.

12. | should like to place on record ny appreciation to all those Governments
that, given their interest in and concern about the Cyprus problem have

appoi nted special envoys in order to assist, and be kept informed of, nmy good
of fices mssion. They have provided inval uabl e assi stance and advice to ny
Speci al Adviser, who neets regularly with all of themfor purposes of

consul tation and cooperati on.



