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ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

In ny last report on the situation in Tajikistan (S/1997/686), | stated
that the extent to which the United Nations M ssion of Qobservers in TajiKkistan
(UNMOT) woul d be able to carry out the additional tasks assigned to it in the
inter-Tajik agreenments woul d be contingent on neasures taken to ensure that its
personnel could performtheir duties unhindered and that they would be
reasonably safe. | also nentioned that | had explored with the parties the
possibility that they thenselves mght jointly provide security for United
Nati ons personnel with a conbined force conprised of personnel fromthe Tajik
arny and fromthe United Tajik Opposition (UTO.

| amnow in receipt of letters fromPresident Rakhnonov and M. Nuri, the
| eader of the UTO, confirmng their agreement to the formation of this joint
security unit. The unit would have as its main task to provide security,
i ncludi ng arned escorts, for UNMOT personnel and transports mainly in the area
from Dushanbe to Konsonol abad, which is considered to pose the greatest risk.
UNMOT is in touch with the parties to work out the operational details.

| should be grateful if you would convey this information to the nenbers of

the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN
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